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ABSTRACT

U.S. counties are classified along a dimension of
urban-rural orientation and the socioeconomic
characteristics of their populations are compared for
1970 and for 1960.70 trends. Differences between the
total population and the minority population are also
compared. Socioeconomic characteristics examined
include population distribution and growth; age, sex,
and family stnwtures; geographic mobility; education;
labor force participation and occupational status;
income; and incidence of poverty.

Findings indicate that the population of totally rural
nonmetropolitan counties, compared with that of other
counties, has a relatively low level of current
socioeconomic status and future potential. The
population of the more urbanized nonmetropolitan
counties compares favorably with that of metropolitan
areas in terms of age structure, geographic mobility,
educational attainment, income, and employment status.
Across all residence categories, however, there are
substantial differences between the total population and
the minority population.

Key Words: Communities; Employment; Family
income; Farm exodus; Farm population; Income;
Low-income families; Migration; Mobility; Population;
Poverty; Race; Regional analysis; Rural areas; Social
trends; Urban areas.
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SUMMARY*

Edueati4nal attainment, income, and employment
status are on the average, lower fur people in totally
rural nonmetropolitan counties of the United States
than for population in other areas. However, urbanized
ininmettopolitan counties compare quite favorably with
the metropolitan sector in terms of their populations'
composition and Nocioeconomie status. But across all 10
categories of rural and urban orientation delineated in
this study. there are substantial differences between the
total population and the minority population.

Population change during the 1960's ranged from a
33.5- percent increase in fringe counties of greater

o metropolitan (metro) areas to a 4.4- percent decline in
totally rural nonmetropolitan (nonmetro) counties not
intiaccnt to a metro area. Growth for metro counties
as a group was 17 percent. but only 4.4 percent for
nonmetro counties, largely because of net outmigration
of U percent. The minority population grew by over
one-t:iird in metro counties, but declined .16 percent in
nonmetro counties.

In 1970, median age in the more rural-oriented
counties was suleaantially older than that in metro
mantles and in the most urbanized nonmetro counties.

Only stight variations in family structure, as denoted
by the incidence of husband-wife families and the
number of children under 18 years old living with both
parents. existed across the county groups. However,
unstable family characteristics were far more prevalent
among the minority population than among the total
population.

Median years of school completed by the population
25 years old and over in 1970 ranged from about 10
years in totally rural nonmetro counties to a little over
12 years in metro counties and in the most urbanized

*A more detailed survey of findings appears on pp. 6143.

nonmetro counties. For 16 to 17-year-ohls, patio]
dropout rates were higher in nonmetro counties than in
metro counties, and highest of all among minorities in
nonmetrovOlInties.

The labor force grew 44 percent in fringe counties of
greater metro areas during the 1960's, but declined 0.4
percent in totally rural areas not adjacent to a metro
area. The U.S. male labor force increased 9.7 percent
during the decade, and the female labor force, 37.5
percent.

Nonmetro counties, although accounting for 80
preent of the loss of employment opportunities in
extractive industries, accounted for almost two-thirds of
the gain in manufacturing employment during the
I960's. Employment in service industries in nonmetro
counties, on the other hand, grew only 28A percent,
compared with 40 percent in metro counties.

Differences in income and the ineiek nee of poverty
between the metro and nonmetro counties resulted from
differences in population characteristics such as .age and
educational attainment, as well as from differences in
the type and availability of employment opportunities.
The incidence of poverty among families with employed
male household heads was 8.5 percent in nonmetro
areas, compared with 3.4 percent in metro areas. Among
minorities, this figure was 14 percent at the U.S. level,
9.6 percent in metro arnas. and 31.7 percent in
nonmetro areas.

Wages and salaries were slightly less important as a
source of income in nonmetro counties than in metro
counties, and least important in the most rural counties.
Self-employment income (both farm and nonfarm), on
the other hand, was more important in nonmetro
counties and most important in the most rural counties.
Social security and public assistance income were higher
as a percentage of total income in nonmetro counties.

vii
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INTRODUCTION

This report compares the socioeconomic characteris-
tics of metropolitan (metro) and nonmetropolitan (non-
metro) populations for 1970 and discusses 1960.70
trends in these characteristics. Our general assumption is
that population characteristics differ according to an
area's degree of urban orientation. As urbanization, as
well as improvements in transportation and communica-
tion, ties areas of the United States ever closer, inter-

dependence among communities becomes stronger. Few
areas are either totally urban or totally rural oriented.
Hence, this report is concerned with comparisons within
the metro and nonmetro sectors as well as with aggregate
metro-nonmetro comparisons.

Counties of the United States are classified along a
dimension of urban-rural residence for purposes of the
analysis. At one extreme of the dimension are inner
cities of greater metro areas, while at the other extreme
are totally rural counties without direct proximity to a

metro center. Between the extremes are thousands of
areas which in varying degrees are influenced by and
oriented to both urban and rural environments.

Socioeeonomic data are an important input in the
planning, development, and operation of communities.
Such data increase one understanding of the reciprocal
relationships between demographic, economic, and
social processes, and thereby provide an increasingly
firm background for policymakers in government and
business to use in their planning operations.

This report provides insights into differences among
American communities as to (a) the limitations imposed
by the age and education structures of their populations,
(b) the employment opportunities they offer, and (c)
their incomes and economic prosperity. The report
should he useful to people interested in national growth
policy, population distribution, and rural development.

HISTORICAL TRENDS

The structure of contemporary American com-
a munities contrasts sharply with that of colonial times.

Two hundred years of social and economic changes have
transfomed the original rural, agricultural society to an
urban, industrial one. This transformation has affected
communities at all levels of the urban hierarchy. Rapid
growth of nonfarm industries has transformed many
communities into large urban centers. Still other
medium-sized and smaller communities have demon-
strated growth and vitality and have emerged as a major
focus of social and economic life in rural and small-town
America, At the same time, many rural communities,
remaining dependent on agricultural or other extractive
industries, have declined in size and economic vitality.

For 200 years, millions of Americans have been bore
to farm families or families in small, rural communities
only to find their life's work in urban, industrial centers.
In 1790, according to the first official census, there were

3.7 million rural people.-19 out of every 20 Americans
(table 1). Since then, the rural population has grown,
but has declined as a parentage of the total. By 1920,
the Nation had become predominantly urban, with the
number of urban residents exceeding that of rural areas.
In 1970, only one-fourth (53.9 million) of all Americans
were classed as rural and less than 1 in 20 lived on fume
(9.7 million). Further, whereas in 1790 there iwere no
U.S. cities of over 50,000 people, by 1970, over
one-third of all Americans lived in such cities and almost
1 in 10 Americans lived in urban places of 1 million or
more people.

Technological innovations have had a substantial
impact on the structure of American society and have
been an underlying factor in U.S. urbanization and
industrialization. Innovations in fanningsuh as chemi-
cal fertilizers, improved crop and animal varieties, and,
most important of all, substitution of machines for



Table 1 -U.S. population, by residence, 1790-1970

Year

Total
4%11

Urban Aural Living in places of:

Percent
of U.S.

Total Nonfarm Farm 10,000 or more 50.000 or more

Mil.
Percent
of U.S.

Percent
of U.S.

Mil.
Percent
of U.S.

1
Percent
of U.S.

Mil.
Percent
of U.S.

1790
1820
1850
1880
1900
1910
1920
1930
1940
1950
1960
1970

3.9 0.2
9.6 0.7

23.2 3.5
50,2 14.1

76.2 30.2
921 42.0

106.0 54.2
123.2 69.0
132.2 74.4
151.3 96.8
179.3 123.3
203.2 149.3

5.1 3.7
7.2 8.9

15.3 19.6
28.2 36.0
34.7 45,8
45.7 50.0
51.2 51.6
56.2 53.8
56.5 57.2
64.0 54.5
69.9 54.1
73.5 53.9

94,9
141492.8
4484.7

71.8
60.3
54.3
48.8 19.6
43.8 23.3
43.5 26.7
36.0 31.4
30.1 38.4
26.5 44.2

is 44

voln

.110 .
44

18.5 32.0
19.0 30.5
20.3 30.5
20.8 23.0
21.4 15.6
21.7 9.7

44 0.1
4.4,4 0.4

44 2.6. 10.8
24.1
34.1

30.2 44.9
24.9 58.5
23.2 62.9
15.2 74.2
8.7 97.4

112.5

2,8
4.6

11.3
21.5
31.6
37.0
42.3
47.5
4/.6
49.0
54.3
55.3

0.3
1.5
7.2

16.9
24.5
32.8
43.0
45.5
53.5
64.8
73.2

2.6
6.3

14.3
22.2
26.6
30.9
34.9
34.4
35.3
36.2
36.0

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.

manpower have remateil in increased yields and pro-
ductivity. Hut they have also crtlited a surplus of
farm-born and farm-reared labor resources (table 2).
Concomitantly, growth and innovations in the nonfarm
sector have pri)duced employment opportunities in
industry for surplus farm labor. These transformations

have been mutually interdependent and reinforcing, and
hence it is debatable whether the agricultural changes
have brought on the industrial changes, or vice versa.

As technological innovations revolutionized agri-
culture, they were creating industrial and other non-
agricultural opportunities as well. Of these far-reaching

Table 2-Increases in labor productivity and outmigration of the farm population

Period
Labor productivity m farming

Period Annual average net outmigra.
'lion from the farm population

Corn for grain Wheat Cotton

Hrs. per 100 bushels Hrs. per bale Thousands Percent

Man houts per unit of production:

About 1800 344 373 601
About 1840 276 233 439
About 1880 . . . . 180 152 304
1910.14 135 106 276

1920-25 666 2.1
1925-29 115 74 286 1925-30 593 1.9

1930-35 58 0.2
1935-39 108 67 209 1935-40 708 2.3

194045 1,602 5.8
1945.49 53 34 146 1945.50 677 2.8

/950.55 1.115 5,4
1955-59 . . . . 20 17 74 1955-60 910 5.2

1960.65 794 5.7
1965-69 7 11 30 1965-70 594 5.5
1970-72 6 9 25 1970-73 113 1.2

Source: Productivity estimates from: Wayne Rasmussen, "The Impact of Technological Change on American Agriculture,
1862-1962." Journal of Economic History 1962; and U.S. Dept. of Agr., Agricultural Statistics, 1973, table 651. Migration data from:
Vera J. Banks and Calvin L. Beak. Farm Population Estimates, 1910-1970, U.S. Dept. of Agr., Rural Development Service, July 1973.
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changes, note was more fundamental than the applica-
tion of steam, electricity, and the internal combustion
engine to industry, communication, and transportation.
New modes of transportation and communication per-
mitted great cities. to dominate smaller cities and other
communities in their surrounding tributary area. These
outlying communities, heretofore relatively autono-
mous, became sebordinate to the metropolis and inte-
grated with it. Benet:, not cities in general, but metro.
politan cities in particular dominate contemporary
American society.

The consequences of technological changes in agri-
culture and the resulting human exodus from fanning
have neen devastating for many rural communities. Not
only has the demand for farm labor decreased but so has
the demand for many of the goods and services that
rural communities provide These rural service centers
have had to adapt to changes in their environments, and
adaptation has not always been easy or successful. Rural

communities faced with declining farm job opportuni-
ties, and with nonfarm, job growth unable to fill the gap,
have lost millions of peopleparticularly the young,
better educated, and more skilledthrough migration to
more economically viable areas.

In contrast, many larger nonmetro cities have experi-
enced growth end vitality in recent years. They have
adapted to technological changes by emerging as the
providers of employment opportunities, services, and
amenities to their own residents as well as to the
residents of nearby smaller towns and rural areas.

Metropolitanization of American society has dimin-
ished differences between urban and rural communities,
but we cannot assume that no important differences
remain. As Sorokin (1927) remarked, Nrbanization...
means only an approach of (the rural world's) character-
istics to the characteristics of the urban world but does
not mean a complete obliteration of all differences
between them."

METHOD OF ANALYSIS

Population data are derived from the 1960 and 1970
Censuses of Population. The 1960 census data are based
on a 25.percent sample of the population, and the 1970
data are from 20- percent and 15-percent Bumph's.

To compare differences in socioeconomic characteris-
tics by metro and nonmetro sectors, counties were
chosen as the units of analysis and were grouped into 10
residence categories. Each category represents a degree
of urban orientation. This classification scheme (defined
more fully below) delineates counties into metro and
nonmetro categories by size of the metro area of which
each metro county is a part, and for nonmetro counties
by the number of urban residenti and geographic
proximity to a metro area.

This classification allows one to break the U.S.
population into meaningful residence groups. It has
more potential than the traditional rural-urban and
metro.nonmetro dichotomies in appraising differences in
population characteristics among American communi-
ties. Substantial diversity among cities and counties of
metro and nonmetro areas has been demonstrated by
prior research, which has also shown that gross compari-
sons of urban and rural or metro and nonmetro
communities are severely limited (Ogburn, 1937; Dun-
can and Reiss, 1958; Hathaway, et. al., 1968). Duncan
and Reiss indicate that "The urban-rural classification
lumps together in a single category the town of 5,000
inhabitants and the metropolis of 500,000. But differ-
ences among urban centers of different sizes are fre-
quently as significant as the differences between the
urban and rural populations as a whole."

3

All U.S. counties and county equivalents are grouped
according to their official Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) 1973 metropolitan-nonmetropolitan
designation.' Metro counties are further divided by the
population size of the Standard Metropolitan Statistical
Area (SMSA) of which they are a part.2 Counties within
metro areas of 1 million people or more are classified as
greater metro and further divided into core and subur-
ban (fringe) counties. Constituent counties of metro
areas of 250,000 to 999,999 people are classified as
medium metro, and small metro counties of less than
250,000 persons are classified as lesser metro counties.

Nonmetro counties are divided according to the
aggregate size of their urban populations and their
geographic proximity to metro areas? Urbanized, less

'fin April 1973, OMB designated a number of counties as
metropolitan. Data here were compiled prior to the final
announcement and recognize only 612 metropolitan counties
rather than the April 1973 total of 626.

A Standard Metropolitan Statistical Area (SMSA) is a
county or a group of contigumn, counties which contain at least
one city of 50,000 inhabitants or more, or twin cities with a
combined population of at least 50,000. In addition, contiguous
counties are included in an SMSA if according to certain criteria
they are socially and economically integrated with the central
city.

'Urban nonmetro population resides in incorporated and
unincorporated towns and cities of at least 2,500 inhabitants.
Proximity to metro areas is indicated by geographic contiguity
and at least 1 percent of the labor force commuting to the metro
central county for work. Boundary-contiguity at a single point
or corner is not counted as contiguous.

0 Ca ti



urbanized, and totally rural nonmetro counties are those
having at least 20,000 urban residents, from 2,500 to
19,999 urban residents, and no urban residents, respec-
tively. Each of the three nonmetro county groups is
further divided into those contiguous to an SMSA and
those not contiguous to an SMSA.

In total, the 10 groups of counties (4 metro, 6
nonmetro) represent varying degrees of urban influence
upon the counties' population; that is, the grolpings
represent an urban-rural dimension with the most urban
being the core counties of greater metro areas and the
most rural being nonmetro counties with no urban
residents and not adjacent to an SMSA.

Metro and nonmetro counties by county group are
displayed in figures 1 and 2. The county groups are as
follows:

I. Metropolitan (SMSA) counties (fig. 1):
1. Greater metropolitancounties of SMSA's

having at least 1 million population in 1970
(175 counties). Examples are New York City,
Chicago, and Los Angeles.
a. Core countiescounties containing the

primary central city of greater metro areas
(48 counties). Examples are Cook
County, Illinois, the five counties of New
York City, and St. Louis City and County.

b. Fringe countiessuburban counties of
greater metro areas (127 counties). Exam-
pies are Montgomery County, Maryland,
and Fairfax County, Virginia, of the Wash-
ington, D.C. metro area, or Bucks County,
Pennsylvania, of the Philadelphia metro
area.

2. Medium metropolitanthese counties make up
SMSA's of 250,000 to 999,999 population
(258 counties). Some SMSA's that fall into
this category include Phoenix, Oklahoma City,
Madison, Hinninglunn, and Salt Lake City.

3. Small metropolitanthese counties make up
SMSA's of less than 250,000 population (179
counties). Examples of small SMSA's are
Portland, Maine; Eugene, Oregon; and
HamiltonMiddletown, Ohio.

II. Nonmetropolitan (nonSMSA) counties (fig. 2):
4. Urbanized adjacent -- counties contiguous to

SMSA's and having an aggregate urban popula-
tion of at least 20,000 residents (191 coun-
ties).

4

Urbanized not adjazentcounties not contig-
uous to SMSA's and hiving an aggregate urban
population of at taw. 20,000 inhabitants (137
counties).

6. Less urbanized adjacentcounties contiguous
to SMSA's and having an aggregate urban
population of %.,500 to 19,999 inhabitants
(564 counties).

7. Less urbanized not adjacentcounties not
contiguous to SMSA 'a and having an aggregate
urban population of 2,500 to 19,999 inhabi-
tants (721 counties).

8. Totally rural adjacentcounties contiguous to
SMSA's and having no urban population (246
counties).

9. Totally rural not adjacentcounties not con-
tiguous to SMSA's and having no urban
population (626 counties).

In addition to comparing county groups, this report
also compares 1960 and 1970 socioeconomic character-
istics for the four Census regions for the total and
minority populations.4

In comparing county groups over time, the recent
(1973) metro or nonmetro designation is used for 1960
so that comparisons are made over constant groups of
counties. Those counties which became officially metro
between 1960 and 1973 are included in the metro
category for both 1960 and 1970. This permits analysis
among currently designated metro counties at two
points in time. However, nonmetro rates of change
between 1960 and 1970 for a number of items may be
depressed by the inclusion of some rapidly changing
counties in the metro category that were nonmetro at
the beginning of the period (1960). With respect to
population growth, for example, newly designated metro
counties grew by 25.3 percent, compared with 16.4
percent for those that were metro in both 1960 and
1970 and only 4.4 percent for those that were nonmetro
at both times.

Since 84 percent of the nonmetro minority population
resides in the southern region, data are presented in this report
for the minority populations of the United States and the South,
but not for the other regions. Minority population corresponds
to the census concept of "Negro and other races population."
This cstegory includes persons who indicated 'heir race as one of
the following: Negro (Negro and Black), American Indian,
Japanese, Chinese, Filipino, Hawaiian, Korean, Aleut, and
Eskimo.. A dr-iled discussion of this concept is found in the
1970 Census Guide (U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1970).
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POPULATION

DISTRIBUTION AND GROWTH

In 1970, fully 73 percent of the Nation's total
population and 77 percent of the minority population
lived in metro areas (table 3). However, the minority
population was substantially more concentrated in core
counties of greater SMSA's than was the total popula-
tion (43.3 percent vs. 29.1 percent).

Between 1960 and 1970, the nonmetro areas grew in
population by 4.4 percent while metro areas grew by 17
percent (fig. 3). The minority population grew by 34.3
percent in metro areas and declined by 4.6 percent in
nonmetro areas. However, these aggregate figures mask
differences within the metro and nonmetro categories.
Fringe counties of greater metro areas grew by 33.5
percent (from 19 million to 25 million people), or three
times the percentage growth of the neighboring core
counties. Medium and lesser metro counties grew by
17.5 and 15.4 percent, respectively.'

Within the nonmetro sector, less urbanized counties
lost population, while more urbanized counties experi-

'For a discussion of more recent population trends, see
Calvin L. Beale, "Rural Development: Population and Settle-
ment Prospects," Journal of Soil and Water Conservation, Vol.
29,' No. 1 (Jan.-Feb.), 1974, pp. 23-28.

enced moderate gains. In the more rural ecxtrities,
population losses were due to outmigration and espe-
cially to the loss of fanners and farm-related population.
The Northeast region deviated from this pattern with
moderately high rates of growth in its totally rural
counties. Population growth rates varied across the four
regions, with the West and South leading the Northeast
and North Central (app. table 1). The national growth
rate of the minority population exceeded that of the
total population, but, in the South, the minority
population grew at a slower pace than the total. In the
South, the minority population increased less rapidly in
metro areas than did the total population (19.4 percent
vs. 22.4 percent). Furthermore, the minority population
in southern nonmetro areas declined 7.5 percent, while
the total population in these areas rose 3.1 percent.

Intercounty variation in the rate of population
change was greater for the minority population than for
the total population, but the overall metro-nonmetro
pattern of growth and decline was similar for both
groups (fig. 3). In contrast to the total population,
however, the minority group population increased sub-
stantially in core counties of greater metro areas (43
percent vs. 11 percent). In the other metro categories,
there was little difference in the pattern of population

Table 3-Distribution of population, by metro and nonmetro counties and race. 1970 and 1960

County type

1970 1960

Total
population Minority

Total
population Minority

Number of
persons Percentage

Number of
persons Percentage

Number of
persons Percentage

Number of
persons Percentage

U.S. total 203,213 100.0 25,106 100.0 179,306 100.0 20,468 100.0

Metro total 147,996 72.8 19,276 76.7 126,443 70.5 14,357 70.1

Greater metro-core . 59,169 29.1 10,878 43.3 53,156 29.6 7,591 37.1
Greater metro-fringe . . . 25,296 12.4 1,381 5.5 18,934 10.6 906 4.4
Medium metro . . 46,078 22.7 5,242 20.9 39,222 21.9 4,299 21.0
Lesser metro 17,433 8.6 1,775 7.1 16,130 8.4 1,560 7.6

Nonmetro total . 55,217 27.2 5,830 23.3 52,863 29.5 6,112 29.9

U r b a n i z e d adjacent . . . . 13,967 6.9 1,085 4.4 12,435 6.9 1,018 4.9
Urbanized not adjacent . 7,644 3.8 875 3.5 7,088 4.0 891 4.4
Less urbanized
adjacent 13,307 6.5 1,601 6.4 12,788 7.1 1,716 8.4

Less urbanized not
adjacent 13,598 6.7 1,470 5.8 13,661 7.6 1 616 7.9

Totally rural adjacent . 2,325 1.1 349 1.4 2,315 1.3 t130 1.9
Totally rural not
adjacent 4,375 2.2 451 1.8 4,576 2.6 490 2.4

Source: App. table 1
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growth rates between the two groups (although the
magnitudes of th; rates differ). For both groups, total
and minority, population growth was most rapid in
fringe areas of greater SMSA 'a followed by medium
SMSA's and small metro areas.

A comper7son of nonmetro categories shows that the
minority population grew by 6 percent in urbanized
counties ati.'4,:ent to an SMSA and declined in all other
county groups. Once again, although the magnitudes of
the rates differ, the pattern of growth and decline
between the 10 county groups is quite similar for both
the total and minority populations.

COMPONENTS OF POPULATION CHANGE

Population change is the product of two
componentsnatural increase and net migration. Natural
increase represents the excess of births over deaths,
while net migration represents the difference between
the number of persons migrating into an area and the
number migrating from it.' The consequences of popula-
tion change in a community are more clearly understood
if one determines whether growth or decline is attribut-
able to natural increase or decrease, to net migration, or
to a combination of both. A growing community which
has gained population through natural increase, even
though it has lost residents through net outmigration,
faces a different set of circumstances than a community
which has gained population through both components.

The population of metro counties, in the aggregate,
grew by 17 percent between 1960 and 1970. Natural

'Net migration comprises both net immigration from
abroad and net internal migration. Another factor in population
change, redefinition of areas, is not applicable in this report since
a constant 1973 definition of metropolitan and nonmetropohtan
counties is carried throughout.

Components of population change data are compiled from
several sources. Estimates of births and deaths are based on
reported vital statistics, and net migration is estimated by
subtracting natural increase from net population change. Net
population change is derived from the 1950, 1960, and 1970
census reports,for counties. The 1970 Census counts used in this
compilation are from the 1970 Census of Population, Advance
Report PC(V2) for each State. These data are not precisely
comparable to the 1970 Census of Population, fourth count
sample data, PC(1)-C used in the compilation of app. table 1 and
fig. 3. Tice patterns of population change indicated in both sets
of data are quite similar, however, and the components of
population change data can be used with confidence to examine
the dynamics of population change among the county residence
categories used in this report. (See: U.S. Bureau of the Census
(1 971) for a thorough discussion of the components of
population change data.)

These data are not available by race except for those counties
in which Negroes and other races represent 10 percent of the
1960 population or 10.000 population in 1960. Hence, we do
not present data by race for components of population change in
this report.
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increase accounted for the greater part of this growth.
This was the case for all metro county types except
fringe areas of greater SMSA's. Despite a relatively high
rate of natural increase in these areaslargely because of
an age structure favorable to high fertility--- inmigration
exceeded natural increase. lrmigration was from the
core of the SMSA's (i.e., suLurbaMaation) as well as
from other metro and nonmetro areas.

The 4.4-percent population growth rate in nonmetro
areas resulted from natural increase (10.1 percent)
offsetting losses from outmigration (-5.6 percent) (fig.
4). Nonmetro counties were, therefore, exporters of
people during the 1960's, but they did not export all
their natural increase. The ability of nonmetro areas to
retain part of their natural population increase varied
considerably by county residence type, however. For
example, urbanized adjacent counties and less urbanized
not adjacent counties had similar rates of natural
increase (11.3 and 9.2 percent, respectively), but the
former grew in population and the latter declined. This
is because the less urbanized areas lost population
through outmigration during the decade (-9.7 percent),
while the urbanized adjacent counties gained slightly
through inmigration (1 percent). Totally rural counties
not adjacent to an SMSA had the highest rate of
outmigration during the decade (-12.2 percent). This
figure substantially exceeds the rate of natural increase
and consequently such counties experienced absolute
declines in population.

Comparing the 1950's with the 1960's reveals essen-
tially similar patterns. In most cases, however, the rates
of natural increase and net migration were considerably
greater during the earlier decade. For example, non-
metro outmigration declined from 13.0 percent during
the 1950's to 5.6 percent during the 1960's ',app. table
2.

In each of the four census regions, the patterns of
natural increase and net migration are similar to the
pattern experienced at the national level, although
notable exceptions. can be pointed out (app. table 2).
Totally rural counties in the Northeast, in contrast to
:similar counties in the other three regions, experienced
net inmigration during the 1960's. Other exceptions
were in the South, where core counties of greater
SMSA's had rates of inmigration which were nearly as

high as their rates of natural increase, and in the West,
where inmigration was equally as important as natural
increase in bringing about metro population growth.

AGE AND SEX STRUCTURE OF THE POPULATION
The age and sex stricture of a society imposes

requirements and liniitatiors on each of its institutions,
Age and sex structure have implications for the size,
composition, and entry and departure rates of the labor



fri

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

141:17.-11
I

R

I a

re
el-. if

E

L e- 15

Z*6ES*7_1121

C

11:
'S-

g

DI
0'1?

17'el
tf S1

S'11

61

£'61
No,

En 1

9'S-



force, for family formation and childbearing, for
demand for additional housing units, and for the
delivery of community, health, and social services,

Sex Structure
The ratio of males to females is somewhat higher in

nonmetro than in metro areas (fig. 5). This is especially
clear when comparing polar eases such as metro counties
(94.1 males per 100 females) and totally rural nonmetro
counties (98.4 males per 100 females).

Comparing the four categories of metro counties for
1970 indicates that the greater SMSA's had lower sex
ratios (ndes/100 females) than did smaller counties and
that fringe counties had the highest sex ratios of all
(fig. 5). Among nonmetro areas, totally rural counties
had the highest ratios of males to females. Sex ratios
were lowest in the Northeast and highest in the West
(app, table 3). Sex ratios were lower for the minority
population than for the total population, The pattern of
urban-rural differences in the sex ratio, however, is
similar for both population groups.

Between 1960 and 1970, the ratio of males to
females declined in all county categories, as did the
difference in sex ratios between metro and nonmetro
areas (app. table 3). In 1960, males outnumbered
females in totally rural counties, except in the Northeast
and in the minority population. By 1970, the reverse
was true, and females exceeded males in all but the
totally rural counties not adjacent to an SMSA in the
W est.

In the past, the ratio of males to females in rural areas
has been high, reaching 150 in some counties.'
decline in the sex ratio, as well as the leveling of
urban-rural differences in the sex ratio. are major
alterations in the structure of the U.S. population. At
the national level, these changes are associated with the
growing disparity in length of life between males and
females, the reduced influence of international immigra-
tion, and, to a lesser extent, to war losses. Reduction of
the sex ratio in rural areas is related to these far tors as
well as to the decline of employment in male-oriented
industries such as agriculture and mining.

Age Stmettire
In 1970, the median age of the population was 28.3

years in nonmetro areas and 28 years in metro areas
(fig. 6). This overall similarity masks considerable dif-
ferences among the county categories, however. In core
counties of greater SMSA's, the median age was 29.3
years in 1970, 2.7 years older than the comparable
figure for counties of lesser SMSA's. In nonmetro areas,
the urbanized counties had younger populations than

For example, rural counties in Nevada.

did the more rural counties. These patterns are similar
for the total population in all census rgions, although
the Northeast and North Central had somewhat older
populations, overall, than did the South and the West
(app. table 3).

The median age of the minority group population
differs in two ways from that of the total population.
First, the minority population has a median age of 22.7
years, 5.4 years younger than the comparable figure for
the total population (28.1). Second, median age of the
minority population declines gradually but regularly as
one moves from counties of water SMSA's (23.9) to
totally rural counties (19.3) (fig. 4). This low median age
is somewhat surprising, given the heavy outmigration of
young minority families that characterized rural areas
during the past two decades, Low median age of rural
minorities indicates the profound effect of highlertility
on the age structure of a population.

Between 1960 and 1970, the median age of the U.S.
population declined from 29.5 years to 28.1 years. This
decline was most pronounced in metro areas and
particularly in core counties of greater SMSA's. The
changing minority composition of these gore counties is,
to some extent, responsible for this decline in median
age. In many areas, young peoplea large proportion of
whom are in the prime childbearing ages as well as
members of minority groupsnow outnumber older
people. Hence, childbearing and inmigration of a young
population have combined tee reduce the median age in
core counties of greater SMSA 'se

Between the decades, there was no change in median
age for nonmetro ;trees taken as a whole. Again,
however, differences existed between the residence
categories. Populations of urbanized counties became
younger during the decade, while those of more rural
counties became older (app. table 4). Increases in the
median ages of the more rural counties' populations are
associated with outmigration of young adults of working
and childbearing age. Median age in these rural counties
would have become still older had not fertility of the
remaining populatiob been relatively high. Only in
nomnetro counties of the Northeast, which had a
1960.70 net inmigration of 15,600 persons, was the
1970 median age lower than in 1960.

Figure 7, showing variations in age structure by
county type, permits a more detailed analysis of age
structure than does a summary measure such as median
age. Comparisons of the age distributions in figure 7
enable one to understand how differentials in median
age come about.

The data in figure 7 indicate that even though metro
and nonmetro counties had a similar median age in
1970, the age structures of their populations were quite

11
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different. Nonmetro populations were characterized by a
surplus of young children, a relative undersupply of
working age adults 20 to 55 years old, and a Nurplw of
older residents. Moreover, this pattern beeomes inereatt-
ingly extreme in the totally rural Bate pries,

FERTILITY
The large proportion of young children in totally

rural counties indicates high fertility. Census data can be
used to compute several measures of fertilitr,and two arc
discussed in this report: (a) the child-woman ratio, and
(b) children ever born to ever-married women.

These two measures have different implications. The
child-woman ratio is a measure of current fertility; it
indicates the fertility behavior of women in the child-
bearing ages during the most recent 5-year period. It is
also a measure of effective fertility in that the greater
part of infant mortality to be experienced by the
children concerned has already occurred:8 Children ever
born to ever-married women aged 35-4, on he other
hand, tells us very little about current fertility, but it is a
measure of cumulative fertility. It indicates the overall
fertility experience of an age cohort of women (i.e.,
ever-married women aged 35-44) throughout their child-
baring years. Age cohorts of women pass through the
childbearing ages at different times, and they may
experience different societal conditions that influence
fertility behavior. 'Women who were 35 to 34 years old
in MO, for example. were horn between 1916 and
1925, and they spent the first pan of their childbearing
ages during the depression and the Strom] World War.
Winner' who were 35 to 41 iikrs old in 1970, on the
other hand, entered childbearing age during the post-war.
"baby boom.

In 1970, the number of children ever born per 1,000
ever-married women 35 to 4 was over 3500 in totally
rural counties. This is much higher than the approxi-
mately 2,130 children required for the population to

'Because the child-woman ratio makes use of the total
number of women in a broad range, such as 20-44 years. it may
happen that one population has a higher fertility ratio than
another simply because it has more women at the most fertile
ages within the age range used and fewer at other ages. This is
likely to be the case when comparing counties grouped by the
degree of urban influence. As pointed out earlier, these county
groups vary considerably in their age composition: consequently,
the child-woman ratio was standardized indirectly using the
technique suggested by Grabill and Cho (1965). A standard set
of ago - specific national ratios of children under 5 years to
women 20-44. 1960, was used in the standardization procedure.
This procedure did not alter the pattern of rural-urban dif-
ferences in the observed child-woman ratios although it did
change their magnitudes. Since the urban-rural pattern was
essentially the same after the standardization, it was decided to
report only the observed unstandardized ratios in this report.
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replace itself' Comparisons of the residence groups
show that metro counties exceeded the replacement
requirement by 40 percent. urbanized tionnwtropolitan
counties by 53 percent, and totally rural counties by 72
percent. Regardless of heavy outmigration of young
intuits and related distortions to the age structure of the
totally rural counties, such counties continue lo be areas
of high fertility (fig. 8).

For the minority population in 1970, the number of
children ever born to ever-married women was substan-
tially in excess of the number born to such women of
the total population. hi addition, the difference between
urban and rural counties was considerably greater for
mincrities than for the total population. The number of
children ever born per 1,000 minority women ranged
fmm a low of :3,270 in core counties of greater SMSA's
to a high of 5,501 in rural comities not adjacent to
SMSA's. The range of this measure of fertility was
substantially more limited for the total population
(2,943 to 054). The Northeast was lower in cumulative
fertility than the other regions (app. table 6).

Between 1960 and 1970, cumulative fertility in-

creased by almost 51X) thildrei per 1,000 women aged
35 to 44. hence, the overall fertility Of women who
were beyond childbearing age by 1970 was almost

one-half a child in excess of the comparable figure for
such women 10 years before (app. table 6). This change
is associated with the different social, economic, and
historical circumstances that the two cohorts of women
passed through during their prime childbearing ages.

In 1970, the ratio of children under 5 years of age to
women in the childbearing ages (20 to 44) increased

regularly as one moves from core counties of greater
SMS7A 's (486/1,000) to totally rural counties
(596/1,000). The rural-urban pattern was essentially the
same in all regions and for both the total and minority
populations (fig. 9). The child-woman ratio, however,
was considerably higher for the minority population.
Regions of the country differed only Slightly on this
measure of current fertility (app. table 7).

Comparing 1960 and 1970 indicates that fertility was
higher in rural than in urban areas in both years, but the
rural-urban difference was less pronounced in 1970.
There seems to have been a leveling of rural-urban
differences in current fertility during the period. Also,
the fertility ratio was considerably lower in all areas in
1970 (app. table 7). Some of the factors accounting for
this change include increased availability and efficacy of
birth control, changes in attitudes regarding family size,
and increased labor force participation of women.

'This allows for loss of children who do not reach the
childbearing ages. See Grabill and Cho (19651 for the procedure
used in computing the replacement quota.
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The effect of these reductions in fertility on the age
structure of the various county groups is reflected in the
data presented earlier (fig. 7). In each case, the percent-
age of the population in the youngest age group (0 to 5
years) s s' alter than the percentage of the population
aged 5 to 9 years Ia. 10 to 14 years. Ku. the minority
population in rural counties, these alterations in age
structure are even more noticeable and are a eonse-
ipience of a combination heav\ outmigTation and the
rerent trend of fertility decline.

DEPENDENCY

Youth and the aged are generally thought of as being
the dependent segments of a population. They have
relatively low levels of labor force participation, and
they require a number of societal supports including
educational and custodial institutions and health and
income maintenance. Hence, the dependency burden of
the eeonotnieally active population van be approximated
by dividing the dependent population (i.e., aged less
than 18 years and 65 and over) by the economically
active population (i.e.. aged 18 to 64 years).

In 1970, there were notireable differences among the
county categories in walls of their economically active
population relative to their dependent population
(fig. 10). Metro and urbanized nonmetro ,!ountios had
lower dependency ratios than did the mole rural
counties. This was true for both 1960 and 1970 and for
all regions (app. table a), and was largely due to
differences in fertility and in the proportion of aged in
the populations of the residence categories.

The dependency ratios were considerably lower for
the total population (79.5) than for the minority
population (94.9). Urban-rural patterns, however, were
similar for both population groups. The ratio of depen-
dent to productive population was lower in metro and
urbanized nonmetro counties than in less urbanized and
totally rural counties. The range of these urban-rural
differences was considerably greater for the minority
population (85:3 to 130.8) than for the total pc pulation
(74.5 to 95.6).

MOBILITY

Many Americans move from rural areas becau..e of
economic necessity rather than being pulled by the
attractions of a more urban scene. Moreover, many
people are kept from moving to rural areas because of
the lack of peonomic opportunity there.

Between 1965 and 1970, 40 percent of Americans
moved into a different hoes. Although the majority
were local movers, 17 percent moved into different
it011 nt ies and 8.6 percent migrated arross state liner.

18

There was little difference in mobility between metro
(40.8 percent movers) and nonmetro arel;s (39.1 percent
movers) (64, 11).

Within the nonmetro sector, however, substantial
differences emerge. With regard to the 196570 geo-
graphic 'mobility of their populations, urbanized non-
metro counties were more similar to metro counties than
to totally rural or less urbanized ionmetro counties. The
rate of inmigration in urbanized nonmetro counties, not
adjacent to an SMSA. was the highest of any county
type. Fully 22 percent of the residents of these counties
lived in other counties 5 years prior to the 1970 Census.
and over half of the people (11.6 percent) lived in
other states. This is compared to totally rural counties,
which had only 15.2 percent intereounty movers, of
which 6.1 percent were interstate migrants. Patterns of
mobility were similar in all regions and for both the
minority and total populations. Rates of geographic
mobility were higher between 1955 and 1960 than
between 1965 and 1970. and higher in the West than in
the other regions (app. table 9).

FAMILY STRUCTURE

Whether husband and wife live together is an impor-
tant consideration because it is associated with total
family earning power and the health and welfare of
minor children. Another basic characteristic denoting
the well-being of young people is the percentage of
persons under 18 years old living with only one or with
neither parent.

Unstable family characteristics were much more
prevalent for the minority population than for the total
population in 1970. While 14 percent of all U.S. families
were not husband-wife families, this figure was 30.8
percent for the minority population. In metro counties,
such families comprised 31.2 percent of all minority
group families (fig..12). The percentage of persons under
18 years old not living with both parents was over twice
as high for minorities (40.8 percent) as for the total
youth population (17.3 percent). Further, while almost
10 percent of the minority children lived with neither
parent, the same was true for only 4 percent of the
children in the total population (fig. 13). The higher
percentage of minority children not living with both
parents is due, at least in part. to higher rates of
illegitimacy.

Variation in these indicators of family stability was
not Atbstantia! between the county residence categories,
although the proportion of husband-wife families was
slightly higher in nonmetro counties (87.2 percent vs.
85.5 percent) (fig. 12). For 1970, metro and nonmetro
counties were virtually identical in the proportion of
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children not living with both parents, but nonmetro
counties had a noticeably larger percentage of minors
living with neither parent. This metro-nortmetro differ-
ence is attributable to the southern region in general and
more specifically to the southern minority population.
In nonadjacent, totally rural, nonmetro counties of the
South, for example, minority children living with neither
parent comprised 15 percent of the minority population
under 18 years old (app. table 11). One might speculate
that minority persons who migrate from southern rural
areas tend to leave minor children behind with friends or
relatives.

EDUCATION
Formal education is a basic determinant of income

and occupational status. Moreover, attainment of formal
education implies that individuals have developed skills
needed to participate in society and to pursue their own
interests. This section focuses on the interrelated issues
of school enrollment and educational attainment.

School 'Enrotanent

In 1970, over 58.6 million Americans between 3 and
34 years old were enrolled in school, representing over

25 percent of the total population, anti over 50 percent
of the population 3 to 34 years old. Aside front obvious
variation across age groups, school enrainitbn1 rates were
somewhat higher in metro than in nonmetro counties,
highest of all in fringe counties of greater SMSA's, and
lowest among the more rural nonmetro county groups
(table 4). Furthermore, school enrollment rates were
lower for minorities than for the total population and
lowest among nonmetro minorities. They were lower in
the South than in any other region (app. table 12).

In 1970, 12.5 percent of the U.S. population 3 to 4
years old was enrolled in school, this figure was over
twice as high in metro areas (14.6 percent) as in
nonmetro areas (6.8 percent). Moreover, school enroll-
ment of 3- to 4-year olds was higher for the minority
population (14,8 percent) titan for the total population
(12.5 percent) (fig. 14). In terms of the two population
groups by residence categories, the percentage of minor-
ity 3- to 4/ear olds enrolled in school was highest in
greater metro counties, where over 17 percent attended
school. The higher rate of enrollment of minority
children is ['wily due to the higher incidence of
female-headed minority families (25.9 percent). Further-
more, labor force participation is higher for minority

Table 4 - School enrollment, by selected age groups in metro and nos-metro counties and by race, 1970

3.4 years 5-6 years 16-17 years 20-21 years

Item
Total

Negro
and

other
races

Total

Negro
and

other
races

Total

Negro
and

other
races

Total

Negro
and

other
races

Percent enrolled in school

U.S. total 12.5 14.8 72.4 68.7 89.3 84.5 30.7 20.8

Metro total ... ... 14,6 16.3 76.1 73.1 90.5 85.7 31.1 21.3
Greater metro .... 16.4 17.2 79.6 77.4 91.2 86.0 30.'. 20.6

Core 16.8 17.1 79.9 77.9 90.4 86.1 30.8 20.4
Fringe 15.5 17.4 79.2 73.8 92.9 85.4 30.4 22.0

Medium metro 12.7 15.8 72.7 67.6 90.0 85.8 31.0 23.0

Lesser metro 11.1 12.2 68.3 59.6 88.6 83.0 33.2 21.0

Nonmetro total 6.8 9.7 62.4 54.9 86.4 82.0 29,5 114.0
Urbanized:

Adjacent to SMSA 8.8 12.0 69.0 59.2 87.7 82.5 36.6 23.6
Not adjacent to SMSA 8.8 13.3 64.3 59.3 86.6 82.9 34.8 18.0

Less urbanized:
Adjacent to SMSA 5.4 6.3 59.7 50.3 85.5 80.1 23.5 19.2
Not adjacent to SMSA . 5.8 9.5 60.3 56.0 86.5 82.9 27.0 17.6

Totally rural: .

Adjacent to SMSA ... 4.2 4A 52.6 44.1 84.8 82.0 11.4 11.2
Not adjacent to SMSA . 5.5 13,2 58.1 56.8 86.2 82.5 14.1 15.3

Source: App. table 13.
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women than for all women; consequently, minority
women have a greater need for pre-school and "Head
Start" type programs. These programs are most available
in greater metro areas.

The completion of a high school education is a basic
determinant of income and employment opportunities.
The high school diploma has become recognized in
recent decades as a minimum requirement for placement
in a growing number of occupations. Hence, the percent.
age of 16- to 17-year-olds enrolled in school is an
indicator of the future employability of an area's
population as well as the types of careers these residents
might expect to achieve. in the United States in 1970,
slightly over 10 percent of the 16- to 17-year-olds were
not enrolled in school. This figure was lower in metro
areas (9.5 percent) than in nonmetro areas (13.6
percent). Furthermore, the school dropout rate among
16 to 17-year-olds was substantially higher for the
minority population (15.5 percent) than for the total
population, and especially higher for minorities in
nonmetro areas, where 18 percent of the minority 16- to
17-year-olds were not enrolled in school (fig. 15).

Among county residence groups, the school dropout
rate for all persons 16 to 17 years old was by far the
lowest in fringe areas of greater SIVISA 's, where only 7.1
percent were not enrolled in school in 1970. In
nonmetro counties, on the other hand, this figure was
13.6 percent.

Educational Attainment

1 n 1970, slightly over half of the U.S. population 25
years of age and older had completed high school; the
median years of school completed was 12.1 years (table
5). This represents an increase of 1.5 years in educa-
tional attainment over the 1960 level. In 1970, 10.7
percent of the adult population had graduated from
college, up from 7.7 percent in 1960.

In metro areas in 1970, the median school years
completed was 12.2 years in contrast to 11.2 years in
nonmetro areas. This metro-nonmetro difference of 1
year in median educational attainment was substantially
less than the 1960 difference of 1.8 years.' °

In the two totally rural county groups, the median
years of school completed was a full 2 years below the
national median (fig. 16). In totally rural nonmetro
counties, only a little over 5 percent of the population
25 years of age or older had graduated from college. This

"The metro- nonmetro differences, total population-
minority population differences, and 1960.70 differences in
educational attainment result, at least in part, from differences
in age composition between the groups sir .4t, these data have not
been standardized by age. It should be pointed out, however,
that differences also exist between the residence groups in the
percentage of 16- to 17-year olds enrolled in school and this
implies that geographic differences in educational attainment
will continue to persist.

Table 5 -Population 25 years and older, by level of school completed, metro and nonmetro counties, 1960 and 1970

Item

Percent by level of school completed

Median
years

completed

Less than
5 years of
elementary

school

Less than
1 year of

high
school

Four years
of high

school or
MOM

Four years
of college
or more

United States

Percent Years

Total population: 1970 ........ - - 3.5 28.3 52.3 10.7 12.1
1960 ............. . . . 8.4 39.7 41.1 7.7 10.6

Negro and other races: 1970 14.3 42A 33.8 5.6 10.0
1960 23.5 59.8 21.7 3.5 8.2

Metro
Total population: 1970 4.9 25.5 35.1 11.9 12.2

1960 7.2 36.3 43.7 8.6 11.1
Negro and other races: 1970 11.1 37.2 37.8 62 10.5

1960 18.3 53.7 25.4 3.9 8.7

Nonmetro
Total population: 1970 7.3 36.0 45.0 7.4 11.2

1960 11.1 48.3 34.5 5.3 9.3
Negro and other rues: 1970 25.6 61.1 19.6 3.6 8.0

1960 37.6 76.2 11.6 2.5 6.4

Source: Census of Population, 1960, 1970.
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figure is in contrast to 10.7 percent for the Nation as a
whole and 14.8 percent for fringe counties of grea
metro areas (app. table 13).

Median years of school completed in 1970 was lowest
in the South (11.3 years) and highest in the West (12.4
years). Among metro and nonmetro county groups by

region, median years of school completed ranged from a

high of 12.4 years in metro counties of the West to a low

of 9.9 years in the southern, nonmetro counties (app.
table 13).

Median school years completed for minorities 25

years of age and older in 1970 was 10 yearsover 2
years below that of the total population (fig. 16).

Furthermore, the median school years completed kir
minorities in nonmetro areas was oily 8 years, with only
20 percent of the population comple:ing a high school

education (table 5). In the nonmetro South, median
Deliool years completed by the adult minority popula-
tion was only 7.6 years, and only 16.9 percent of the

adult minority population had completed high school.
Over 64 percent had not completed as much as 1 year of
high school (app. table 13).

MANPOWER

The economic and social health of metro and
nonmetro America depends to a great exttrit upon the

number of jobs available relative to the workingage
population and the occupational and industrial mix of
the jobs. The structure of employment, closely related

to the demographic variables studied in the previous
section, dictates to a large extent the income levels of a

given area, as reported in later sections. The economic

and social health of a county or group of counties is in

part dependent upon the characteristics of the popula-
tion in .terms of skill levels, education, age, and so forth;

it is also dependent upon the availability of jobs
commensurate with the skills and education of the
population.

LABOR FORCE STATUS
Labor force status relates the number of people of

labor force age (14 years old and older) to the number
of people participating in the labor force (which includes

employed persons and unemployed persons actively
seeking work). The 1970 U.S. labor force included
almost 83 million persons, to 55.5 percent of the
population 14 years old or over (table 6). These persons
were in the Armed Forces (2 million) and civilians
employed or looking for work (80.9 million). Three.
fourths of the total labor force lived in metro areas and

over 40 percent lived in metro areas of 1 million or more
people. Of the nonmetro labor force of 21 million, over
40 percent resided in the nonmetro South. By sex, the

total labor force consisted of 52 million men (62.8

percent) and 30.8 million women (37.2 percent).Within

the civilian labor force (excludes the Armed Forces),
77.3 million were employed and 3.6 million, or 4.4

percent, were unemployed.

LABOR FORCE PARTICIPATION
Variation in labor force participation rates among

residential segments is associated with a wide variety of

28

factors. Of primary importance is the demographic
mixfor example, the proportion of males and females

in the various age groups, the proportion of single vs.
married persons, and the proportion of married women
with dependent children. Also important are the number
of jobs and type of work available, the need for income
by more than one individual of a household, and

personal and societal attitudes, such as those toward
women working away from the home.

Over 55 percent of all Americans 14 years and over
participated in the U.S. labor force in 1970. This overall
rate was higher in metro counties than in nonmetro
counties, lowest of all in the most rural nonmetro
counties, lower in the South than in the non-South, and
much lower for women than ;or men. These differences,
then, reflect differences: in job opportunities, demo.

graphic: (arbors, and possibly attitudes toward work. In
metro areas, the labor force participation rate was 56.8

percent, almost 5 percentage points higher than the
nonmetro rate of 51.9 percent. Labor force participation
was highest in the fringe counties of greater metro areas
(57.8 percent) and lowest in the totally rural, nonmetro
counties not adjacent to an SMSA (47.9 percent).

Participation by Sex
In 1970, the labor fort,e participation rate (including

the armed forces) was 72.9 percent for men and 39.6
percent for women. The male labor force participation
rate was highest in fringe counties of large metro areas;

but for women, the highest figure was for the core
counties of the same metro areas, primarily because of

the large number of femaleheaded families in the core
counties. For both men and women, the lowest labor
force participation rate was in totally rural counties,
where job opportunities were lacking and where the
adult population was comprised disproportionately of
undereducated people and older people. Participation
among males was lowest in the nonmetro South, where
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only twothias of the male workintage population was
in the labor force. However, among females, labor force
participation was lowest in the nonmetro West.

Participation by Race
Labor force participation rates of the minority

population were lower than for the total population,
primarily because of the low participation of minority
males (table 7). Participation of minority females in the
labor force was higher than for the total female
population. This was true in metro as well as nonmetro
areas and in all county residence groups. The lower rate
of labor force participation of minority men stemmed
from lack of education and skills, poorer health, and
possibly from discriminatory hiring practices (which
may have caused many minority men to discontinue
looking for work and thus to actually withdraw from the

labor force). The relatively high participation rates
among minority women, on the other hand, resulted
from availability of lowpaying, low-skill jobs in many
areas and the need for more income. This need, in turn,
was associated with a preponderance of femaleheaded
households among minority groups and, in male-headed
households, a lack of earning capability for the male.

Among all females, the highest labor force participa-
tion rates were among minority females in counties of
greater metro areas (47 percent, compared with 41.4
percent fbr all females in these areas). In nonmetro
areas, the labor force participation rate of minority
females was 37.8 percent, compared with 36.1 percent
for all females in the labor force. The contrast was
sharper, however, in metro areas: 46.3 percent for
minority females, and 40.8 percent for all females.

Table 7-Labor force participation rates in metro and nonmetro counties, by sex, race, and region, 1970'
.061,MSIlieir

Item
Total Male

' Total Negro and other races

Female Total

U.B. total

Metrn
Greater:

Total
Core
Fringe . _

Medium
Lesser

Nonmetro
Urbanized:

Adjacent . ....
Nonadjacent

Less urbanized:
Adjacent
Nonadjacent

Totally rural:
Adjacent . .....
Nonadjacent

Northeast, total
Metro . ... . .. -
Nonmetro

North Central, total
Metro
Nonmetro

South, total
Metro
Nonmetro

West, total
'Metro
'Nonmetro

22.1121al. Female
ass

55.5 72.9 39.6 54.2 65.4 44,1

56.8 74.4 40.8 56.2 67 .7 46.3

57.3 74.9 41.4 57.0 68.8 47.0
57.1 74.0 42.1 57.0 68.9 46.8
57.8 77.3 39.7 57,4 67.5 48.7
56.5 74.2 40.2 55.1 66.4 45.2
55.3 72.4 39.4 53.8 64.1 44.4

51.9 68.8 36.1 47.3 57.7 37.8

54.2 71.0 38.3 50.9 60.9 41.5
54.4 71.4 38.1 30.9 62.0 40.9

51.3 68.2 35.6 46.0 56.1 37.0
50.8 67.3 35.5 45.8 56.2 36.6

48.3 65.2 32.0 44.7 55.8 33.9
47.9 65.3 31.1 42.1 53.4 31.6

55.7 73.3 40.2 ..0. a

$6.2 73.8 40.6 's IN

$3.0 70.0 37.2 St vs IN OS

56.0 73.9 39.6 In IP * i ft

57.5 75.5 41.1 lb

52.9 70.5 36.2 Ai

54.2 71.0 38.8 54.2 65.4 44,4
56.4 73.6 40.7 55.8 66.4 46.8
50.8 67.0 35.8 47.5 $8.3 384

36.5 73.8 39.9 s S

57.4 74.9 41.0
52.6 69.6 35.6 '0

'Persons 14 years and older. including those in the Armed Forces.
Source: Census of Population, 1970.
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The labor force participation rate of minority males
was 7.5 percentage points below that of all males-65.4
percent in contrast to 72.9 percent. Among nonmetro
males, the difference was over 10 percentage points-
57.7 percent for minority males, compared with 68.8
percent for all nonmetro males. In totally rural, non.
metro counties not adjacent to an SMSA, where little
over one-half of minority males were in the labor force,
the difference way 11.9 percentage points. This suggests
even greater differences in education and skill levels, and
perhaps more discriminatory hiring practices, in the
more rural counties.

Participation by Age

Labor force participation rates follow obvious pat.
terns across age groups, being very low among the young
(because of school enrollment), low among young
women in prime childbearing ages, and low among
retired persons 65 years old and older ( fig. 17).

For males, regardless of age group, labor force
participation rates were higher for all males than for
minority males in 1970.

For females, however, there were some differences
between the two population groups by age. Although
participation of female minorities under 25 years old
was below that of all females in the labor force, such was
not the case for females 25 years old and over.

Moreover, the labor force participation rate of all
females 25 to 34 years oil (the prime childbearing age)
was 8.5 percentage points below that of all females 18 to
24 years old. For minority females, however, this
dropping out of the labor force in prime childbearing
ages was not evident. In fact, the participation rate of
minority females 25 to 34 years old was 7.3 percentage
points above that of minority females 18 to 24 years
old. Clearly, despite higher fertility and a greater
presence of children among minorities, a substantial
number of minority females continue in the labor force
throughout childbearing ages.

CHANGES IN THE LABOR FORCE, 1960.70

During the 1960's, the U.S. labor force grew by 13
million persons or by 18.6 percent (fig. 18), partly
because of an increase in the working-age population,
but primarily because of increased participation of
female workers. Between 1960 and 1970, the male
population 14 years old and over rose by 16.6 percent,
while the number of males in the labor force grew by 9.7
percent. Growth in the female working -age population,
on the other hand, was 20 percent, but female participa-
tion in the labor force increased 37.7 percent, reflecting
the continuing changes of attitude toward women
working away from home.
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These different growth rates in labor torce-participa.
Lion reflect a decline of 4.5 percentage points for males
(front 77.4 percent in 1960 to 72.9 percent in 1970),
and an increase of 5.1 percentage points for females
(from 34.5 to 39.6 percent) (table 8).

In nonmetro counties during the 1960's, the male
labor force grew by only 1 percent, while the female
labor force grew by about 33 percent. Among county
residence groups, labor force growth was greatest (44
percent) in the fringe counties of greater metro areas and

Table 8--Labor force participation rates in metro and nonmetro
co unties, by sex and region, 1980-70

Item
Males Females

1970 11960

population
and over

1970 1 1960

of
14 years

Percent

U.S. total 72.9 77.4 39.6 34.5

Metro total 74.4 78.9 40.8 36.2
Greater metro . lo 74.9 79.6 41.4 36.8

Care - . .. 74.0 79.2 42.1 38.2
Fringe 77.3 80.9 39.7 32.8

Medium metro . . . . . 74.2 78.4 40.2 35.4
Lesser metre . . . . 72,4 76.8 39.4 34.8

Nonmetro total . 68.8 73.8 36.1 30.3
Urbanized:

Adjacent to an
SMSA ..... . 71.0 75.3 38.3 33.3

Not adjacent to
an SMSA 71.4 77.0 38.1 33.0

Less urbanized:
Adjacent to an

SMSA ..... . 68.2 72.9 35.6 29.6
Not adjacent to

art SMSA . 67.3 72.8 35.5 29.5
Totally rural:

Adjacent to an
SMSA 65.2 70.4 32.1 25.6

Not adjacent to
an SMSA 65.3 72.1 31,1 25.3

Northeast 73.3 78.0 40.2 36.1
Metro 73.8 78.5 40.6 36.6
Nonmetro 70.0 74.6 37.2 32.8

North Central . . ...... 73.9 78.4 39.6 33.7
Metro 15.5 80.0 41.1 35.6
Nonmetro - 70.5 75.3 36.2 29.9

South 71.0 75.2 38.8 33.5
Metro 73.6 77.8 40.7 36.1
Nonmetro ...... 67.0 71.7 35.8 29.9

West 73.8 79.0 39.9 35.2
Metro . l a It t t 74.9 79.7 41.0 36.3

Nonmetro - . - 69.6 76.4 35.6 30.8

Source: Census of Population, 1960, 1970
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least (-0.4 percent) in totally rural, nonmetro counties
which were not 'adjacent to an SMSA. In the totally
rural, nonmetro counties, while the number of males in
the labor force declined by 12.9 percent, female labor
force participation increased by 27.8 percent (fig. l8).

Growth in the total labor force was greatest in the
West and South and least in the Northeast. Change in the
labor force ranged from a decrease of 3.4 percent among
North Central nonmetro males to an increase of over 50
percent among females of metro counties of the West
(app. table 15).

CHANGES IN INDUSTRIAL AND OCCUPATIONAL
COMPOSITION OF EMPLOYMENT

The economic and social structure of an area is
related to its industrial and occupational structures.
Areas with a large share of their labor force employed in
low-skill jobs have low incomes and often have stagnant
economies. These areas invariably lose many of their
young people to areas offering higher paying jobs
requiring more skills. Changes over time in the types of
jobs held by the employed reflect development of an
area. Rapid shifts from low-skill, low-paying jobs to jobs
requiring greater degrees of skill and, in turn, offering
higher pay are taken to represent economic progress and,
in turn, better living conditions.

Industrial Composition
In 1970, over 77 million people were employed in

civilian jobs in the United States. Almost 90 percent
were employed in the nonextractive industries, with
24.4 percent of the total employed in manufacturing
and almost 30 percent in service industries. Only 4.3
percent were employed in the extractive industries of
agriculture, forestry, fisheries, and mining (table 9). Jobs
in the extractive industries were more important in
nonmetro counties, where they comprised about 11
percent of all jobs. In the most rural of nonmetro
counties, over 20 percent of all jobs were in extractive
industries.

During the 1960's, U.S. employment grew by 12.7
million jobs or 19.6 percent (table 10). Over 84.1
percent (10.7 million jobs) of the growth in employment
occurred in metro areas. Employment growth in metro
areas (22.7 percent) was almost twice the growth in
nonmetro areas (11.4 percent).' t Among the more rural
county groups, employment growth was far below the
U.S. average, and in the most rural county group, the
number of jobs was virtually stable.

For more recent metro-nonmetro employment trends, see
Claude. C. Haren, "Current Spatial Organization of Industrial
Production and Distribution 4ctivity" paper given at the
Conference on Problems and Potentials of Rural Industrializa-
tion, Purdue University. West Lafayetie. 'y 11-13,1972.

Metro-nonmetro differences in employment growth
during the 1960's are largely explained by the decline in
extractive industries. The growth rate of nonextractive
industry employment was roughly equal in metro and
nonmetro counties. Thus, the lower nonmetro growth in
total employment stems from the inability of nonmetro
areas to attract enough new employment to offset heavy
losses in their extractive industries. From 1960 to 1970,
the U.S. loss of employment in extractive industries
totaled 1.7 million jobs, representing a reduction of
one-third over the 10 -year period. Almost 80 percent of
this loss of employment occurred in nonmetro areas
(1.35 million jobs), with such losses being substantial in
all nonmetro county groups.

Despite losses in extractive industries, nonmetro
counties made significant gains in employment in non-
extractive industries, particularly in manufacturing.
They accounted for almost two-thirds of the 1.4 million
new manufacturing jobs. For these nonmetro areas, the
growth rate of manufacturing jobs was 22.3 percent,
compared with only 3.7 percent in metro areas.

In contrast to their lead in manufacturing employ-
ment growth, nonmetro counties lagged behind metro
counties in employment growth in service industries.
Service employment in nonmetro areas grew by 28.6
percent during the 1960's, in contrast to 40 percent in
metro areas. Growth in service employment was lowest
in the most rural nonmetro counties. Of the 6.2 million
new jobs in service occupations, only 19 percent
occurred in nonmetro areas.

As a group, all other nonextractive industries ex-
panded more rapidly in metro than in nonmetro
areas-22.6 and 13.3 percent, respectively. Of the 4.6
million new jobs in this group of industries, only
739,000 were in nonmetro areas.

Regionally, over one-third of the U.S. employment
growth took place in the South. Of the 2 million new
jobs in nonmetro areas, over 44 percent (886,400)
occurred in the South. The growth rate in nonmetro
employment was higher in both the Northeast and the
West than in the South. However, in absolute numbers,
employment growth in the nonmetro South was sub-
stantially above the combined total for these two
regions.

Nonmetro employment growth in the North Central
region was substantially below that of the other regions.
The loss of employment in extractive indukries in the
North Central nonmetro counties was 476,000 jobs,
compared with a loss of 717,000 in the South.

During the 1960's, manufacturing employment in the
nonmetro South increased by over one-third, with the
564,000 new jobs representing almost 65 percent of
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total growth in manufacturing employment in nonmetro
areas. Manufacturing employment in the nonmetro areas
of the North Central region increased by 20.8 percent
(260,000 jobs), but there was little growth in manufae-
!tiring in the nonmetro areas of the Northeast and West.

Occupational Composition

Almost half of all employed persons worked in
white-collar jobs and almost one-third of the workers
were craftsmen or operatives in 1970 (table 11). Ten
percent of the U.S. employed were service workers.

Fanners, farm managers, farm laborers, and lawn fore-
man accounted for only 2.9 percent of the 11,S,
employed, Almost 50 percent of the employed persons
in metro counties had white-collar jobs in nonmetro
counties, slightly more than one-third of the workers
were employed in such occupations. Persons employed
in farm occupations comprised 8.5 percent of the
nonmetro employed and only 1.1 percent of the metro
employed.

White-collar jobs were most important in the greater
metro counties and least important in the more rural

Table 11-Employment by major occupations in metro and nonmetro counties, by region, 1970

Item 1 Total
White
collar

workers

Crafts-
men and
opera-
tives

Service
except
private
house-
hold

Private
houso-
hold

Labor
eXeept

farm

Farmers
and
farm

managers

Farm
laborers
and farm
foremen

Thous. Percent of total

U.S. total 77,308.8 45.6 29.2 10.4 1.4 4.2 1.7 1.2

Metro total 57.6923 49.0 27.9 10.4 1.2 3.8 0.5 0.6
Greater metro 33,683.2 51.4 26.4 10.1 1.1 3.6 0.2 0.3

Core 23,760.2 50,6 26.2 10.6 1.1 3.7 0.1 0.2
Fringe 9,923.0 53.5 26.8 8.9 1 0 3.3 0.6 0.5

Medium metro 17,606.9 46.0 30.3 103 13 4.1 0.7 O.!)
Lesser metro 6402 2 44.8 29.4 11.3 1.8 4.3 1.3 1.3

Nonrnetro total l 19,616.5 35.6 33.0 10.6 20 5.1 5.4 3.1
Urbanized:

Adjacent to an SMSA 5.120.7 39.2 33.8 10.8 1.6 4.6 2.4 2.0
Not adjacent to an SMSA 2,703.4 41.8 29.9 11.3 2.1 4.7 2.6 2.3

Less urbanized:
Adjacent to an SMSA 4,750.1 32.5 35.4 10.3 2.1 S..) 5 8 3.2
Not adjacent to an SMSA 4,806.7 34.3 32.3 10.7 2.1 5.1 6.8 3.6

Totally r' tat:
Adjacent to an SMSA 779.6 28.3' 35.5 9.5 2.3 6.5 8.5 4.5
Not adjacent to an SMSA 1,456.0 29.5 29.6 9.9 1.9 5.6 13.4 5.0

Northeast, total 19,429.9 48.2 29.2 10.2 0.9 3.6 0.5 0.4
Metro 16,997.5 49.6 28.4 10.1 0.9 3.4 0.3 0.3
Nonmetro 2.432.2 38.6 35.2 10.9 ' 0.1 ' 1

North Central. total 21,909.6 43.5 30.6 10.8 1.1 4.0 3.2 1.1
Metro . 15.427A) 46.8 30.7 10.5 0.9 3.9 0.7 0,4
Nonmetro 6,482.6 35.8 30.3 11.5 1.5 4.2 8.9 2.7

South, total . . 22,991.9 43.0 30.4 9.8 23 4.7 1.8 1.7
Metro 14,668.0 48.7 26.9 10.2 2.0 4.2 0.5 0.7
Nonmetro 8,323.9 33.0 363 9.3 2.7 5.7 3.9 3.4

West, total 12.977.5 44.9 24.7 11.2 1.2 4.2 1.2 I 7
Metro 10,599.8 51.9 24.5 10.9 1.2 3.9 0,5 1.0
Nonmetro 2.377.8 40.9 25.5 12.4 1.4 5.5 4.4 4.6

Less than .05.
Source: Census of Population, 1970.
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nonmetro counties. Conversely, farm-related occupa-
tions were most important in the most rural nonmetro
counties, where they made up 18.4 percent of all jobs,
and least important in the large metro areas.

The 12.7 million new jobs that occurred in the
United States during the 1960's reflected substantial
increases in white-collar and service jobs and much
smaller increases in the number of jobs for craftsmen,
operatives, and nonfarm laborers. There was a reduction
in the number of private household workers and farmers,
farm managers, farm laborers, and farm foremen (fig.
19). Over two-thirds of the overall growth was in white
collar occupations, which, in percentage terms, grew by
32.7 percent. Nationally, the number of service workers
(excluding private household workers) increased by 2.6
million or by 48.1 percent. increases in the number of
white-collar and service workers accounted for almost 90
percent of the total increase in U.S. employment. The
number of people employed as private household
workers or as farmworkers declined by 2.3 million.

Metro-nonmetro differences in employment growth
stemmed largely from the large absolute and percentage
reduction in farm employment in nonmetro counties.
The net gain of 2 million jobs in nonmetro counties
during the 1960's occurred despite a reduction of 1.27
million in the number of farmworkers. Growth in all
nonfarm occupations (including occupations not re-
ported) totaled 22.3 percent in nonmetro counties in
contrast to 24.1 percent in metro counties. The strong
dependence upon farm work as a source of employment,
and, in turn, the large declines in farm employmmt
opportunities explain the lack of substantial employ-
ment growth in the more rural nonmetro counties. For
instance, in totally rural nonmetro counties, not adja-
cent to an SMSA, overall employment was virtually
unchanged during the 1960's, but farm employment
deck .ed by over 40 percent (table 12).

EARNINGS
Differences in earnings between metro and nonmetro

areas, between males and females, and between minori-
ties and the total population stem from differences in
demographic characteristics such as education and skill
levels, overall employment opportunities as denoted by
differences in the industrial and occupational composi-
tion of employment, and from possible job discrimina-
tion.

Higher paying occupations are more concentrated in
metro than in nonmetro areas, among males than among
females, and among nonminority workers than among
minority workers.

In 1969, median earnings of U.S. males were $7,609.
For nonmetro males, median earnings were $6,236 or 18

percent below the U.S. median and 23 percent below the
U.S. metro figure (table 13). Earnings were highest
among males residing in fringe counties of greater metro
areas ($9,231) and lowest in totally rural counties not
adjacent to an SMSA ($5,217). Median earnings of
minority males were substantially lower than for all
males within each county group.

Median earnings of all U.S. females ($3,649) were less
than one-half the earnings of males. However, male-
female earning differences among minorities were sub-
stantially less than among all males and females.

Earnings were highest in the West, lowest in the
South, and lowest of all in the nonmetro South. In the
nonmetro South, median earnings of minority males
were only $3,306, less than one-half the U.S. figure for
all males and only 62.2 percent of the U.S. figure for
minority males.

Among males, 1969 median earnings ranged from
$10,964 for professional, managerial, and kindred
workers, to $2,597 for farm laborers and foremen (table
14). Among females, the earnings of clerical and kindred
workers were substantially above the earnings of females
employed as operatives.

LABOR FORCE REPLACEMENT

Labor force replacement rates show the potential
percentage increase in the male labor force for a given
time period in the absence of net migration. This
measure is based on the departure through death or
retirement of persons in the labor force at the beginning
of the period plus the entry of persons reaching labor
force age during the period. The statistic assumes that
mortality will remain at the rate of recent trends and
that no migration will occur to affect metro-nonmetro
or regional comparisons. The importance of the statistic
is that it allows an estimate of the percentage increase in

jobs which would be necessary to provide local employ-

ment of those people entering the labor force. This
measure can be computed for women, but only data for

men are now available.

Table 15 compares replacement rate estimates (bt.sed
on the above definition, thus excluding net migration)
with actual growth in the male labor force in 1960-70.
The replacement rate estimates indicate a potential
increase of 15.5 percent in the nonmetro male labor
force and a 9.3-percent increase in the metro male labor
force. Actual growth of the nonmetro male labor force,
however, was only 1.0 percent (139,000 workers), which
suggests that a large number of working-age males moved
from nonmetro to metro areas to obtain employment.
The greatest disparity between the estimates and the
actual growth rates occurred or the most rural counties.
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'table 12 growth rate of cinploed persons by major occupations in metro and nontne'ro counties, by region, 1970

Item Total
White
(mita:

workers

Crafts-
men and
opera
tive'

Service
extvpt
private
house-
hold

Private
house-
hold

Labor
except
farm

,'arrners
and
farm

managers

Farm
laborers
and farm
foremen

Percent

U.S. total 19.6 3:7 94 48.1 -36.7 3.4 -464 -36.1

Metro total 22.7 343 6.7 47.2 -38,2 5.1 47.9 -31.4

Grimier metro 21.7 33.2 3.3 43.8 -39.3 6.0 -31,4 -31,8

Core 14.0 23.8 -3.2 33.1 -40.9 0.6 49.6 -31.1

Fringe . 45.4 60.9 22.7 86.5 -34.3 23,7 47.3 -32.6

MA1111111 metre) 24.7 373 11.1) 53.5 -37.5 5.3 .46.8 -31.8

Leiwr metro ........... 22.3 35.7 11.6 48.6 -35.9 1.2 45.8 -30.0

IS:Minh!!!') 1141 11.4 25.2 16.7 50.7 -33.6 -0.3 46.0 -38.3

Uthanized;
Adjacent to an SMSA 19.2 32.4 14.1 52.3 -35.4 1.6 -45.1 -31.4

Not adjacent to an SMSA , , . 14,6 28.6 10.7 48.3 -36.1 -2.7 48.6 -41.4

1.ess urhaniztx1;
,'adjacent to can SN1SA . .. 11.3 24.2 21.7 52.1 -31.5 1.5 -47.9 -39.2

Nut adjacent to an SMSA 6.7 19.3 14 6 47.4 -33.8 -1,1 .45.3 -38,4

Totally rural:
Adjacent to an SMSA 7.4 223 30.2 60.6 -30.9 -3.4 48.8 -41.2

Not adjacent to an SMSA , . . 0.1 14.5 21.5 52.1 -31.6 -2.7 42.8 -40.9

Northeast, total 13.6 25.3 -3.8 37.3 -43.1 2.9 45.3 -33,5

Metro ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 13.4 25.2 -5.7 35.3 -44.6 -2,5 44.9 -32.6

Nonnteir 15.2 26.0 8.6 $1.8 -34.1 4.8 -45.8 -34.7

Nonn Central total 13.9 26.7 8.8 48.3 -35.2 5.4 -38.9 -37.4

Metro 19.2 29.0 63 47.8 -39.6 6.5 -434 -31.3

Nonmetro ... .. 8.7 20.2 14.7 49.3 -27.2 3.2 -37.9 -39.2

South, total 13.5 4 i .0 22,0 48.9 -36.7 2.3 -57.1 41.7

Metro 31.2 46.4 20.7 47.8 :37.4 3.7 .53.9 -36.4

Nonmetro 11.9 26.7 73.7 51.0 -28.1 0.6 -37.8 -433

Wept, total 29.6 41.7 12 8 64.2 -29.6 11.6 41.1 -22.1

Metro . . . 31.8 44.6 14') 67.5 -28.0 18.4 -49.2 -25.0

Nomnoto .... .... 13.4 1.7.4 4.5 52.5 -34.8 -5.5 -36.5 19.1

Solaro: Census ut Population. 1970

Rased on the 1960 male poindatiinl in these counties, it

was estimated that u-iihow migrat um during 190-70.
the working.ag male pulation 'would iticrea,e

17 1.001) in these ci lair.. kutuall% , how ever, their
working-age ihlilation decreased by 117.000 during the

decade.

Replacement rate estimates Herr also made for
970.80 ham.41 i thr 1970 male population. Thr are

substantialk higher than the 19641,70 rate, for metro

a- a w hole. but ord.-.lightly higher for nonmetro

areas its a wltedr. The 1970410 estimates are lower than

the l'i11t0-70 ,timatcs for the .nre rural nomnetro

1.0

ennties. For totally rural eountw. adjacent to an
the 1970-8(1 replacement rate estimates are 2.0

percentage points below the 1960.70 estimates, and for
total') rural. nonadjacent counties, they are 1.4 percent-
age ponds lower.

The most important difference between the 1960-70
and i4)70-80 estimates, however, is the great increase in
potential growth of the metro male labor force for
1970.80. As a result of tue high urban birth rates of the
1950",., the metro male labor force is estimated to have a
1970410 growth rate that is 50 percent higher than that
estimated for 1960-70. The cities and their suburbs



Table 13- Median earnings in metro and nonmetro counties, by sex, race, and region, 1969

Item

Median earnings

Males with earnings

AU
Negro and
other races

Dollars

U.S. total 7,609 3,317

Metro total 8,098 5,876
Greater metro 8,485 6,310

Core 8,178 6,309
Fringe 9,231 6,321

Medium metro 7,712 5,242
Lesser metro 7,223 4,314

Nonmetro total 6,236 3,468
Urbanized:

Adjacent to an SMSA 7,002 3,968
Not adjacent to an SMSA 6,604 3,681

Less urbanized:
Adjacent to an SMSA . . ... 6,119 3,367
Not adjacent to an SMSA 5,837 3,305

Totally rural:
Adjacent to an SMSA 5,417 3,267
Not adjacent to an SMSA 5,217 2,976

Not beast, total > 7,992
Metro 8,171 a a.
Nonmetro ) 6,970

North Central, total 8,043
Metro 8,563
Nonmetro 6,808

South, total 6,431 4,093
Metro 7,169 4,721
Nonmetro 5,338 3,306

West, total 8,165
Metro 8,449
Nonmctro 7,078

Source: Census of Population, 1970.

presently have a huge indigenous supply of young
workers entering the labor force, and do not have to rely
on migrants from rural areas and small cities to supply
part of their needs, as was the case during the 1960's.

For nonmetro areas, the replacement rate estimates
indicate that 2.3 million additional jobs will be needed

4.1

Females with earnings

AD

1

Negro and
other races

3,649 3,074

3,885
4,185
4,237
4,038

3,382
3,798
3,837
3,459

3,594 2,742
3,343 2,222

3,052 1,799

3,292 2,079
3.100 1,877

3,062 1,707
2,875 1,707

2,763 1,623
2,678 1,654

3,964
4,067
3,363

3,605
3,882
3,011

3.354
3,574
3,021

3,892
4,112
2,912

la a

ar la

me 0

a .4

2,264
2,593
1,694

during the 1970's if migration to metro areas is to be
halted. Clearly, nonmetro areas must generate more
employment opportunities than they did during the
1960's if the current metro-nonmetro population distri-
bution is to be maintained.



Table 14 Median earnings in metre and nonmttro counties, by occupation, sex, and ra,,:e, 1969'

Item

Total Negro and other races
AIIMINI..

United
States

Metro Nonmetro
United
States

Metro Nonmetro

MMIN11!1.1601-
Dollars

Male, total 7,609 8,098 6,236 3,317 5,876 3,468

Professional, managerial, and kindred workers 10,964 11,520 8,855 8,160 8,443 6,365

Craftsmen, foremen, and kindred workers 8,158 8,583 6,971 x.116 6,609 4,216

Operatives, including transport ....... 6,778 7,160 5,864 5,542 6,059 3,895

Laborers, except farm 4,646 5,055 3,924 4,227 4,851 3,113

Farmers and farm managers 4,834 5,212 4.734 1,962 2,649 1,737

Farm laborers. except unpaid, and farm
foremen 2,597 2,922 2,438 1,967 2.416 1.823

Female. total 3,649 3,885 3,052 3,074 3.382 1,799

Clerical and kindred workers 4,232 4,404 3,500 4,192 4,288 2,695

Operatives including transport . . . 3,615 3,757 3,379 3,332 3,535 2,754

Persons 16 years old and older.

Source: census of Population, 1970.
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Table 15 Labor force replacement rates for males, estimated, 1960-70 and 1970430,
and actual growth in male labor force, 1960-70, by metro and nonmetro counties

Item

U.S. total ...... , . . . ....
Metro

Greater metro
Core ..... a ....... lb

Fringe

Medium metro
Lesser metro

Nonmetro total . . .......... . _
Urbanized:

Adjacent to an SMSA . .

Not adjacent to an SMSA
Less urbanized:

Adjacent to an SMSA
Not adjacent to an SMSA

Totally rural.
Adjacent to an SMSA

ot adjacent to an SMSA

Northeast
Metro
Nomnet ro .......... .

North Central
Metro . .... . .

Nonmet ro

South
Metro . . ......
Nonmetro

West

Metro ...... .. .....
Nonmetro . . .

Potential net
replacement,

1960.70 (male
population

20-64 years old)'

Actual growth
in males in labor
force, 1960-70
(males 14 years

and over)

Potential net
replacement,

1970.80 (male
population

20.64 years old)'

3,075.8 9.3 4,469.9 5,831.8 15,4
1.308.3 6.8 2,414.4 2,984.7 13.7

710.1 5.0 764.1) 1,785.2 11.7
398.2 12.2 1,650.4 1,1993 18.4

2,003,1 15.5 139,0 2,314.8 17,2

447.0 14,3 309.0 634,5 18.1
284.2 15.9 87.9 376.1 19.4

478.2 15.6 22.2 529.5 16.6
525.5 16.1 142.6 538.3 16.6

94.4) 17,1 20.1 8'. 4 15.1
N 174.0 16.0 -117.4 151,9 14.6

Thous. Kate Thous. Thous. Rate

,078.8 11.1 4,608.9 8,146.6 15,9

1,281.0 12./ 1,549.7 2,034.4 17.4
39.1 14.0 505.8 812.7 18.4

727.4) 6.2 504.6 1,517.5 12.2
549.4 3.4 445.1 1,259.9 11.6
177.6 11.5 59.4 257.6 15.7

1,264.2 9.6 801.2 2,425.2 17.3
777.2 8.7 856.1 1,700.2 17.4
487.0 11.6 -54.8 725.4) 17.0

2,207.1 16.2 1,785.3 2,728.2 17.4
1.110.8 13.7 1,709.3 1,709.0 17.3
1.096.3 19.8 76,0 1,019.3 17.5

880.5 11.9 1,517.9 1,4 75.8 16.1
638 4 11.0 1,459.4 1,162.7 15.7
242.2 15.1 58,5 313.0 17.9

'Represents the number of entrants minus the number of departures on the assumption of no migration during the decade. The
replacement rate is the number of entrants minus the number of departures expressed as a percentage of the number in the .groui$
20-64 years at the beginning of the decade.

Source: Replacement data from cooperative project of the Economic Research Service and the University of Georgia.



INCOME

This section measures differences in income levels,
incidences of low income or serty, and sources of
income by county residence types and regions. Inter-
county income and poverty differences result from
differences in (a) population characteristics, such as age
and education, for they dictate the income-earning
capabilities of the population, (b) employment oppor-
tunities, and (c) payment levels of and partiaipation in,
transfer income programs such as social security and
public assistance programs. Therefore, differences in
income levels in this section are largely explained by
intercounty differences discussed in previous sections.

Here, income levels are reported as median family
incomethat level of income which divides families into
two equal parts, one-half with income above the median
level and one-half having income below the median level.
Differences in income by county residence types and
regions represent actual differences based on reported
incomes. The reported incomes have not been adjusted
for residence and regional cost-of-living differences; that
is, they exaggerate. to some degree, differences in "real"
income among metro and nonmetro families and among
families by regions.

Estimates of the average cost of living for families by
residence and region do not exist. However, intermediate
level budgets developed by the US. Department of
Labor for an urban family of four in metro and
nonmetro areas by regions do suggest metro-nonmetro
and regional differentials in cost of living. They
provide general insights into "real" income differences
between residence types and between regions. These
estimates do not apply to rural families (families living in
places of less than 2,50 population or in the open-
country) and therefore aro not representative of the
"typical" family, particularly in nonmetro areas. For
1969, regional differences in cost-of-living estimates as
they relate to differences in incomes are as follows:

item

Nomad,. mlarm.1.1
Cost of living,
Spring, 1969

Median income,
1969

tallars Percent
of U.S.

Dollars
Percent
of U.S.

U.S. total !),064 100.0 9,590 100.0

Metro 10,279 102.1 10,406 108.5

Nonmetro 9,101 90.4 7,615 79.4

Northeast, nonmetro 9,816 97.5 8,698 90.7

North Central, nonmetro 9,329 92.7 8,291 86.5

South, nonmetro 8,567 85.1 6.534 68.1

West, nonmetro 9,493 94.3 8,451 88.1
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INCOME LEVELS

Intercounty differences in family income largely
reflect differences in employment opportunities, which,
in turn, are reflected by earning differences. Therefore,
it is not surprising to find family income lower in
nonmetro areas than in metro areas and lowest in the
most rural, remote counties. In 1969, median family
income in nonmetro areas was $7,615-20 percent lower
than the U.S. median of $9,590 and 27 percent lower
than the metro figure of $10,406. Among county
residence groups, median family income ranged from
$11,990 in the fringe counties of greater metro areas to
a low of $6,142 in the most rural of nonmetro counties
(fig. 20). In the fringe counties of greater metro areas,
almost 64 percent of the families had incomes above
$10,000 in 1969, compared with only 23.3 percent of
the families in the most rural nonmetro counties (app.
table 15).

Median income of U.S. minority families in 1969 was
$6,308, or one-third lower than the median for all U.S.
families (fig. 20). Across county groups, median family
income of minority families was lowest$3,559in the
most rural nonmetro counties. As was the case with
incomes of all families, median income of minority
families, at $3,833, was lowest in the nonmetro South,
and lowest' of all county groups in the most rural,
nonmetro southern counties$3,396, or only 35 percent
of the U.S. median family income.

Between 1959 and 1969, U.S. median family income
increased from $5,660 to $9,590 or by 69.4 percent
(table 16). The growth rate in median family income
during the 1960's was greater in nonmetro areas (78
percent) than in metro areas (67.5 percent). On an
absolute basis, however, the increase was greater in
metro areas (up $4,195) than in nonmetro areas (up
$3,337). Among county residence groups, the two
totally rural, nonmetro county groups experienced the
smallest absolute increase in median family income, but
growth rates for these two county groups was the
highest of all the county groups.

Among metro and nonmetro counties across the four
regions, growth in median family income was lowest,
both in absolute and percentage terms, in nonmetro
counties of the West. At the other 'extreme, the increase
of $3,162 in median family income in the nonmetro
South represented the greatest percentage growth-93.8
percent. However, this large percentage increase resulted
from the small 1959 income base from which it was
computed.

During the 1960's, median family income among
minorities virtually doubled, increasing from $3,161 to
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Table 16- Median family income m 1969, and 1959.69 change in median family income, by metro and nonmetro counties

Item

Total Negro and other races

Median
family

income,
1969

1959-69 change
in median

family income
Median
family

income,
1969

1959.69 change
in median

family income

Absolute
Pm cent-

Absolute
i

Percent-
age

Dols. Dols. Pet. Dols. Dols. Pct.

United States 9,590 3,930 69.4 6,308 3,147 99.6

'Metro total 10,406 4,195 67.3 7,034 3,216 84.2
Greater metro 11,034 4,414 66.7 7,595 3,303 77.0

Core. . . . ....... . .... - 10,591 4,110 63.4 7,522 3,198 74.0
Fringe 11,990 4,992 71.3 8,246 4,277 107.8

Medium metro ...... . . ....... . 9,838 4,022 69.2 6,346 3,025 91.1
Lesser metro 8,976 3,621 67.6 5,269 2,554 94.1

Nonmetro total - .... . . . 7,615 3,337 78.0 4,077 2,294 128.7
Urbanized:

Adjacent to SMSA ...... . 8,701 3,566 69.4 4,902 2,662 118.8
Not adjacent to SMSA . . 8,086 3,266 67.8 4,431 2,418 120.1

Less urbanized:
Adjacent to SMSA . - ....... 7,456 3,403 84.0 3,923 2,222 130.6
Not adjacent to SMSA 7,094 3,174 81.0 3,784 2.132 129.1

Totally rin-1:
Adjacent tc= SMSA 6,412 3,142 96.1 3,811 2,241 142.7
Not adjacent to SMSA ....... 4 4 6.142 2,897 89.3 3,559 1,998 128.0

Northeast, total 10,454 4,263 68.8 7,409 3.038 69.5
Metro . 10,756 4,384 68.8 7,419 3,030 69.0
Nonmetro 8,698 3,530 68.3 6.949 3,310 91.0

North Central, total 10,115 4,223 71.7 7,792 3,472 80.4
Metro ...... 4 4 4 .. .. .. . 10,980 4,445 68.0 7,932 3,500 79.0
Nonmetro . . .. . .... ... . .. 8,291 3,651 78.7 5,722 2,915 103.8

South, total 8,079 3,614 80.9 4,936 2,614 112.6
Metro 9,136 3,862 73.2 5,763 2,811 95.2
Nonmetro 6,534 3,162 93.8 3,833 2,160 129.1

West, total 10,228 3,880 61.1 8,438 3,501 70.9
Metro 10,708 4,056 61.0 8,761 3,542 67.9
Nonmetro 8,451 3,110 58.2 6,287 2,749 77.7

Source: Census of Population, 1960 and 1970

$6,30(3. For minority families in nonmetro areas, median
income mo.'e than doubled, but the large percentage
increases were largely a function of the low 1959
incomes of norm so minorities. Although this increase
in the median income of minority families outstripped
the increase for all families on a percentage basis, the
absolute difference between median family income of
the entire population and that of the minority
population increased by $783.

4f)

LOW-INCOME POPULATION

The low-income or poverty population is defined as
persons in households with annual incomes below a
specified level. The low-income cutoffs, or thresholds,
reflect a minimum income need of the household. The
USDA' nutritionally adequate food budget for
"emergency or temporary use when funds are low"
represents the core of the computations of low-income



levels, 11' income falls below the specified level for that
particular household. all persons iii the household are,
classed as low - income.

These low-invoine i.uttiffs, which were first developed
by the Stwial Security Administration in 1%4 and
subsequently modified by a Federal interagency

Nary by family size, sex of the family,- head,
number of children under 18 years old. and
farm- nonfarm residence. The one. and two- person
families were further differentiated by age of head
tinnier 65 years and 65 year. and Over). The I.)69
lowsitu.otite cutoffs ranged from $1,487 for a female
unrelated individual 65 years old and over living on a
farm to S6,116 for a nonfarm family of 7 or more
persons with a mile head. The average threshold for a
nonfarm family of tour headed by a male was $3,745.

The law- income cutoffs are revised annually to allow
for changes in the ,list of living as reflected in the
Consumer Price Index. For instance, during 1959-69, the
cutoff for a nonfarm family a i four headed by a male
increased by 25.9 percent, from $2.97.4 to $3.745. The
cutoffs are computed on a national basis only. No
attempt has been made to adjust the cutoffs for regional
and toetro-notonetro differenees in the cost of living
(eiti ept for the larm-nonfarm differential).

Incidence of Low Income
In 1969. almost 40 percent of the Nation's poor lived

in nonmetro areas, a Aare far greater than the nonmetro
share of the total population. The more rural nonmetro
counties had an even larger disproportionate share of
poor people.

In nonmetro areas, the incidence of poverty in 1969
was almost twice that of metro areas: 20.2 percent of
the nonmetro resident, had incomes below the poverty
threshdd, compared with 11.3 percent in metro areas
and 13,7 percent in the whole Ur.i.tAl States (fig. 21).
The poverty incidence in the totally rural counties was
twice the U.S. average and over four times that in the
fringe counties of greater metro areas. Only 6.5 percent
of the population in these fringe counties had irwomes
below the poverty threshold. At the other extreme, over
25 percent .1f a to see mom rural county group were
among the poverty population.

Poverty was substantially more prevalent among the
minority populations than among the total population
and greatest of all liming minorities living in the most
rural nonnwtro cop nties. 11 the U.S. level, one-third of
the minority fami!ies were classed as low-income people
and among miNorities in numnetro counties, over
one-half had incomes below the low-income threshold
(fig. 21). Almost 61) percent of the minority persons in
the most run; Bounty group had incomes below the

47

low-income threshold- over four times the national
avilage of 1:3.7 percent.

I if the 27.1 million low-income persons, 12,1 million,
or almost one-halt, lived in the South. These people
.cpresented 20 percent of the total population in the
South (app. table 17). The incidence of pour people in
tine South was almost twice that in the non- South. The
prevalence of low - income people was lowest in the
metro areas of the Northeast and North Central regions,
while southern nonmetro counties had the greatest
ineidence of low income. In the nonmetro areas of the
South, 27.7 percent of all persons were in the poverty
population. In the most rural of southern nonmetro
counties, 34.9 percent of the population was in poverty.
Almost 41) percent of the U.S. poor resided in nonmetro
areas and 23.9 percent of all poor Americans resided in
the nonmetro South.

Minority people with low incomes totaled 8.2 million
in 1969, or 30.2 percent of all low-income 1merirans.
4)f the minority people with low incomes, almost
two-thirds lived in the South and nearly one-third were
residents of the nonmetro South. Of nearly 3 million
nonmetro low-income minority people. almost 90 per-
cent liv eel in the nonmetro South. where over half of the
minority population re..ided in low - income households.

Recent Changes in the Low-Income Population
thiring 1959.69, the number of persons in

low-income households declined 30 percent (from :38.7
million to 27,1 million) with the decline being most
pronounced in nonmetro counties (fig. 22). As a share of
the total population, low-income persons declined from
22.1 percent in 1939 to 13.7 percent in 1969 (fig. 23).
(her the same period, the poverty population in
nonmetro areas declined by :39 percent (by 6.9 million
persons) in contrast to a 22-peremt reduction (4,7
million persons) in metro areas. Even though the
1959-69 decline in poverty was greater in noninetro than
in metro areas, the nonmetro ineidenre of low income in
1969 of 20,2 percent was still above the 1959 level in
metro areas.

Among county residence types, the greatest 1959-69
percentage declines in the low-income population were
exhibited in the four most rural nonmetro county
groups, where, in each eib, the low-income population
declined by more than 40 percent (app. table 18). As a
share of the total population. low-invome people
declined by more than 15 percentage points in the same
four rural county groups. Large declines in nonmetro
counties, and particularly in the more rural nonmetro
counties, were a function of the magnitude of poverty in
these counties in 1959 relative to poverty in more urban
and metro counties.
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In both the South and North Central regions, the
low-income population declined by slightly more than
one-third during the decade; but in the Northeast and
West, where the incidence of low income was already
relatively low in 1959, the low-income population
declined by less than 10 percent (app. table 18).

Relationship Between Low Income and
Selected Population Characteristics

In 1969, the incidence of poverty was over three
times higher for unrelated individuals than for persons
living in families, five times higher for persons in families
with female heads than for persons in male-headed
families, and higher among the aged than among the
nonaged (table 17). These differences-which followed
similar patterns in metro and nonmetro areas and in the
county residence categories -resulted from differences
in the income-earning capabilities and /or opportunities
of the population subgroups.

Age. Among the aged, the incidence of low income
was 37 percent in nonmetro areas, compared with 22.8
percent in metro areas (fig. 24). The percentage of
persons 65 years old and over with low income ranged
from a low of 18.3 percent in the fringe counties of
greater metro areas to over 41.7 percent in totally rural
overall educational attainment. For the adult population
minority groups had incomes below the low-income
threshold, ranging as high as 68.4 percent in totally rural
nonmetro counties not adjacent to an SMSA.

Family Type. The high incidence of poverty among
families with female heads indicates the limitations of
income-earning capacities and opportunities 4f such
families, both in metro and nonmetro areas and in

counties grouped by degree of urban orientation. hi
1969, 32.5 percent of all female-headed families had
incomes below the poverty cutoff, compared with only
6.5 percent of all male-headed families (fig. 25). The
incidence of low income ranged frotti a low of only 2,8
percent for families with male heads in the suburban
counties of greater metro areas. to almost 50 percent for
female-headed families in totally rural nonmetro
counties. Over one-half of all minority families headed
by females were part of the poverty population. In
nonmetro areas, two-thirds of these families were
low-income families. In the nonmetro South, 69.5
percent of minority families with female heads were
poor. In the most rural of nonmetro, southern counties,
73.2 percent female-headed minority families had
incomes below the low-income level, which represented
the extreme in the incidence of poor people in the entire
United States (app. table 17).

Employed Male Heads. At the U.S. level, the
incidence of low income among families with employ eel
male heads was only 4.8 perc'e'nt (table 18). however,
incidence of poverty among such families was much
higher in the more rural nonmetro counties, among.
minority groups, and particularly among minority groups
of the nonmetro South. The incidence of low income
among minority families with nonaged employed male
heads was 14 percent, or over three times the U.S.
average. In southern nonmetro counties, 1 in 3 minority
families with employed male heads was poor, and in the
most rural of southern nonmetro counties, 43.7 percent
of such minority families had incomes below the poverty
level (app. table 17).

Table 17 -Incidence of low income among selected population subgroups in metro and nonmetro counties, by race. 1969

hem

United States Metropolitan Nonmetropolitan

Total
Negro

and other
races

Total
Negro

and other
races

Total
Negro

and other
races

Percent wi h low income

Total household population 13.7 33.6 11.3 27.9 20.2 52.4

Persons in families 11.6 32.3 9.3 26.4 17.8 51.2
Unrelated individuals . ..... ..... . 37.0 47.0 32.9 42.3 50.2 68.6

Persons 65 years and over 27.3 47.7 22.8 40.8 37.0 63.4*

Families, total 10.7 28.5 8.6 23.6 16.2 46.7

With female heads 32.5 52.5 30.0 48.7 40.3 67.9
With male heads. 14.64 years 6.5 17.8 4.7 12.8 11.1 36.8

Source: App. table 17.
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Table 18- Incideme of low income among families with employed civilian 'male heads
14.64 years old in metro and nonmetro counties, 1969

Item

United States

Northeast
North

Central

South

West
Total

Negro
and other

races
Total

Negro
and other

races

Percent

U.S. total . 4.8 14.0 2.7 3.5 8.2 22.7 3.8

Metro total 3.4 9.6 2.5 2.5 5.7 13.7 3.2
Great& metro 2.8 7.2 2.6 2.3 4.1 11.0 2.8

Core 3.1 7.2 3.1 25 ,S .0 10.9 2.9
Fringe 2.1 7.6 1.7 3.0 11.4 .2.2

Medium metro 3.9 12.8 2.4 2,4 .6.0 17.6 .4.0

Lesser metro . .. . . , - 5.3 18.8 2.8 3.1 8.1 22.7 4.0

Nonrnet ro total 8.5 31.7 4,0 6.0 12.4 34.9 6.5

Urbanized
Adjacent to an SMSA 5.3 23.0 3.4 3.4 8.6 27.4 6.4
Not adjacent to an SMSA 6.8 26.8 Si) 4.4 9.5 31,3 5.1

Less urbanized
Adjacent to an SMSA 9.0 34.2 4.3 5.4 12.9 35.5 6.6
Not adjacent to an SMSA 9.9 34.7 5.0 7.3 13.7 38.3 6.3

Totally rural
Adjacent to an SMSA 12.9 38.0 6.2 8.7 15.8 38.4 6.9
Not adjacent to an SMSA 14.0 41.0 6.1 11.9 17.7 43.7 10.2

Source; App. table 17.

SOURCES OF INCOME
Wages and salaries comprised 78.6 percent of total

income of all U.S. families and unrelated individuals in
1969. Wages and salaries in nonmetro areas were slightly
less important as a sonny of income than in metro areas.
and least important in the most rural nomnotro counties,
where they comprised only 62.5 percent of total income
(table 19).

On the other hand, self-employment income (both
nonfarm and farm) was more important in nonmetro
than in metro areas and most important in the most
mural nonmetro counties. Social security income was also
higher as a perecntage of total income in nonmetro areas
and most important as a source of income in the most
rural county group. The same was true of public
assistance income. The greater importance of social
security and public assistance in nonmetro and more
rural counties results largely from the greater incidences
of aged and low-income people in these counties.

There was little regional variation in the percentage of
income comprised of wages and salaries. While income

54

i

from nonfarm self-employment as a percentage of total
income was highest in the nonmetro West, income from
farm self-employment was most important in nonmetro
counties of the North Central region. Social security
income was most important in the nonmetro portion of
the South and North Central regions. Public assistance
was most impoitant as a source of income in the
nonmetro South.

Among minority groups, wages and salaries were
more important as a source of income than among the
total population (table 19). On the other hand,
self-employment income, both farm and nonfarm,
comprised a smaller percentage of total income among
minorities than among the total population, while both
social security and public assistance were higher, as a
percentage of total income, among minorities.

INCOME SOURCES OF ME
LOW-INCOME POPULATION

Almost 50 percent of the income of the poor in 1969
was in the form of wages and salaries. Social security and



Table 19 , Sources of income of families and unrelated individuals in metro and nonmetro counties, by region and race, 1969

Item

and Nonfarm self-
employment

Farm self-
employment

Social
security

Public
assistance

Other
income

Negro
and

other
races

Total

Negro
and

other
races

Total

Negro
and

other
races

Total

Negro
and

other
races

Total

Negro
and

other
races

Total

Negro
and

other
races

Percent of total income

84.8 7.5 3.6 1.4 0.4 3.5 3.7 0.7 3.3 8.3 4.2

85.6 7.3 3.6 0.4 0.2 3.1 3.3 0.7 3.2 8.6 4.1
85.9 7.3 3.6 0.2 0.2 2.9 3.0 0.7 3.4 8.9 4.0
85.7 7.1 3.6 0,1 0.2 3.2 3.0 1.0 3.6 9.3 4.0
87.4 7.7 3.9 0.4 0.2 2.3 2.5 0.3 2.2 7.9 3.7

83.0 7.1 3.8 0.6 0.4 3,3 3.9 0.6 2.6 8,3 4.4
85.1 7.6 3.0 1.3 0.3 3,7 4,6 0.6 2.8 7.9 4.1

79.9 8.6 3.6 4.9 1.6 4.9 6.2 0.8 4.2 7.0 4,6

83.3 7.6 3.2 2.1 1.0 4.2 5.2 0.6 3.3 7.3 4.1
81.0 8.3 4.1 2.4 1.2 4.1 5,7 0.7 3.3 6.8 4.7

79.7 8.6 3.4 5.6 1.5 5.1 6.6 0.9 4.6 6.7 4.2
77.5 9.5 3.7 6.7 2,0 5.4 6.8 1.0 4.6 7.0 5.3

80.0 8.9 3.0 7.9 2.3 5.9 6,7 1.2 4.6 7.1 3.5
75.2 10.0 4.2 12.5 2.3 6.2 6.4 1.2 5.9 7.6 6.1

85.3 7.3 3.0 0.4 0.1 3.5 3.0 0.8 4.8 8.7 3.9
85.3 7.3 3.0 0.2 0.1 3.3 2.9 0.9 4.8 8.8 3.8
84.0 7.8 3.7 1.6 0.2 4.7 3,9 0.7 3.5 7.5 4.6

86.6 7.0 2.9 2.6 0.2 3.6 3.4 0.5 3.0 7.3 3.9
86.9 6.4 2.9 0.7 0.1 3.1 3.4 0.5 3.0 7.4 3.8
80.4 8.6 3.8 8.2 1.0 5.0 4.9 0.5 4.2 6.8 5.7

84.3 7.8 3.2 1.4 0.6 3,7 4.8 0.7 2.9 8.3 4.1
86.3 73 3.2 0.5 0.2 3.2 4.1 0.5 2.3 9.0 4.0
79.7 8.6 3.3 3.6 1.5 3.1 6.8 1.1 4,4 6.7 4.4

82.7 8.3 6.3 1.0 0.8 3,0 2.5 0.9 2.8 9,3 4.9
83.0 8.1 6.4 0.4 0.6 2.8 2.4 0.9 2.8 9.5 4.9
80.0 9.5 5.3 3,9 2.5 4,1 3.8 1.0 3.0 8.2 5.5

Wages
salaries

Total

U.S. total 78.6

Metro total 79.9
Greater metro 79.9

Core 79.3
Fringe 81.4

Medium metro 80.1
Lesser Metro 79.0

Nonmetro total 73.7
Urbanized:

Adjacent to an SMSA 78.1
Not adjacent to an SMSA . . 77.6

Less urbanize d:
Adjacent to an SMSA 73.2
Not adjacent to an SMSA 70.4

Totally rural:
Adjacent to an SMSA 69.1
Not adjacent to an SMSA 62.5

Northeast, total 79.3
Metro 79.5
Nonmetro . . - - . .... . . . . 77.8

North Central, total 79.1
Metro 81.9
Nonmetro 70.9

South, total 78.1
Metro 79.4
Naimoli) ........ 75.0

West, total ..... . . . - .......
Metro
Nonmet ro

77.4
78.2
73,3

Source: App. table 19.

other retirements comprised 29 percent and public
assistance comprised only 13.4 percent of the poor's
income (table 20). Relative to the income structure of
the metro poor, the income of the nonmetro poor was
composed of a slightly larger percentage of wages and
salaries and social security, and a substantially smaller
percentage of public assistance. Pubt assistance

accounted for 15.2 percent of the income of the metro
poor, but for only 10.6 percent of the nosimetro poorls
income.

55

Wages and salaries were least important as a source of
the poor's income in the Northeast and most imports at
in the South. Social security was most important in the
North Central region, particularly in nonsnetrt) counties.
As a share of the poor's total income, public assistance
ranged from a high of 19.2 percent in the Northeast to a
low of 10.6 percent in the South (app. table 20).

Compared with the income of all people in poverty in
1969, that of the minority population in poverty
consisted of a larger 'percentage of wages and salaries, a



Table 20- SOUrCeS of income of the low-income population in metro and nonmetro counties, by race, 1969

Item

Earnings
Social

security
Public

assistance

Total

Negro
and

other
races
.11111miliimilm

Total

Negro
and

other
races

Total

Negro
and

other
races

Percent of total income

U.S. total 49.5 57.6 29.0 16.0 13.4 21.9

Metro tots; 48.2 54.0 28.3 15.9 15.2 253
Greater metro 44.3 47.8 28.4 15.3 18.9 32.1

Core 43.2 46.8 27.5 13.2 21.0 33.2
Fringe . 1116 48.7 57.6 32.0 16.1 10;0 21.8

Medium metro 51.5 60.6 28.5 lb.8 12.0 18.0
Lesser metro 54.5 65.0 27.7 16.4 9.7 14.4

Nonmetro total 51.6 64.8 30.2 16.1 10.6 15.0
Urbanized:

Adjacent to an SMSA 50.6 64.2 31.2 16.5 10.0 14.8
Not adjacent to an SMSA 545 65.3 27.7 16.7 10.2 14.1

Less urbanized:
Adjacent to an SMSA 51.1 64.9 30.8 15.9 10,6 14.9
Not adjacent to an SMSA 514 64.2 303 16.4 10.9 15.5

Totally rural:
....Adjacent to an SMSA . 53.4 67.2 28.7 15.2 11.1 13.9

Not adjacent to an SMSA . . . .... 51.9 64.9 29.6 14.6 11.2 16.8

Northeast, total 39.5 .... 33.0 . . 19.2 ..
Metro - . . - .. 64'6 ..... a ia.11 6 38.6 32.1 - 21.1 -

Nonmetro 43.8 37.7 9.9 . -

North Central, total 44.1 - - - 35.1 ... 11.9 - - -
Metro . 43.7 ... 33.1 . . 14.7 .1.
Nonni et ro 44.7 37.9 . . 8.2 . --

South, total 57.1 65.5 25.4, 16.1 10.6 14.3
Metro F.R.3 65.0 24.6 16.1 9.8 14.4
Nonmetro 5 5 . 9 65.9 26.2 16.1 11.4 14.2

West, total 48.8 24.9 16.4 - --
Metro . 4* ..... 48.1 . . 24.1 - -- 17.7 - --

Nonmetro i0.7 .... 27.1 ... 12.8 - --1.0.
Source: App. table 20.

substantially smaller percentage of social security, and a
much higher percentage of public assistance. Almost 60
percent of the income of the minority population in
poverty came from wages and salaries about 20 percent
came from public assistance, and only 16 percent came
from social security. In nonmetro areas, almost
two-thirds of the income of poor minorities came from
wages and salaries, while income from social security
plus public assistance comprised less than one-third. in
contrast, the income of poor minorities in metro areas
was comprised of over 40 percent social security and

56

)

public assistance.
For the whole United States, only 21.5 percent of all

poor families reported income from public assistance in
1969 (fig. 26). The metro figure was 23.3 percent, and
the nonmetro figure, 18.9 percent. There was little
variation in this figure among county residence types.
The percentage of low-incosn.:, families reporting public
assistance income ranged from 25.9 percent in the
Northeast to 18.6 percent in the North Central rTion
(app. table 20). Thz largest variation in this figure
occurred between the total and minority population
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group,: it arcoutited for :11,3 percent of the income of
the minority population in poverty, compared with :2 . 5
perreut fur the total population in poverty.

Poor aveoutited for only 1:1,1 perretit of all
families rpirting public assistailve in 19()1) (table 211.
1)11bl-ewes in the pereentag of poor families reporting

JNislaort, income' ii.1411141 upon differences in
family ty pe. as they relate to public a.sistatire program
requirements. Them. ilifferetwes also stem Irmo (I)
difrtws in the amount of Ilie public assistatwe
reported, as it relates to monthly payment levels, and (2)
differences iti assistative roll 111' cutoff,. relatic to
the natil mai poverty threshold.

Public assistance in 1969 was, no doubt, strongly
weighted toward NW-to-Families with I tepentlent
Children ( k Fl )i :) payments. 844)411s from the 11)1:
program m.1.11111 largely to low-income families with
female heads. thus explaining a large shitre of
nict mit eirt ferenees and in ipulationsgroup
difference, in public assistance Meiotic (fig. 27). For
installer, low -Met one fettiole.hinied families comprised
39.8 pereent of all Metro 14)1* 11144)1114' i1111111:". 1111,

114Itimetri) figure was 23.2 percent. For the entire

ininrit) population, it was 1:7,1 percent. in contrast to
32.11 percent for Ilw total 11,S. population.

Since public assistance payment levels and cutoffs
are, in general, higher in metro than in nonmetro
enmities and higher in the non-South than in the South,
it is, not surprising that poor families comprised smaller
percentages of thi)seriporting public assistance in 1111*tro
areas and in the non-South. hile slightly 44 or one'third
of metro families repining public assistanve remained in
poverty, in nontitetro counties. more than ow-hal of
such families, (after rimming the public ils.,444.11104

income) had total income below the erty threshold.
For the 1110:4 mat nonmetro 1,011111i groups this figure
was nearly b0 percent.

Regionally, the percentage of families repining
public assistanee income Thal remained in poverty
ranged from 3:3 percent in the \\ est to 55.1 percent in
the Month (table 22). In the nonmetro youth, over 60
pt.:et of the families repining public assistance had
incomes below the poverty level.

1.11N1. 21 I amities reporting publIt income in metro and tionmetro counties, by race. 1969

Item

1',amilies reporting public
ambiance income

All families with income below
low-income level

Number Percent with
low income Number

Percent reporting
public assistance

income

Total

Negro
and

°thin
race.

Total

egro
and

other
races

Total
Negri)
other races

Total

Negro
and
other
races

11.S. to la]

Mello lot.il
theater

Ote

Medium ...........
Lesser

, ........ 2719.074 902,201

............
1.906,623 671.119
1,166,434 450,007

986.472 414.692
179,962 35.315
537.262 165,317
202,927 55,795

Nontnetro total 812.451 231,082
Urbanized=

Adi.s:ent to an SMSA 137.791 35.244
Nut adjacent io an SMSA .. .... 100,931 31,143

Lem urbanyozl.
Adw.cent to an SMSA 203,483 65,393
Not adjacent in an SMSA 222.168 63,146

Totally rural:
Adjacent to on SMSA 44.203 13,997
Not adjacent to an SMSA 83.875 22,159

Source; Census iii population, 1970.

43.1 58,5 5,462,216 1340,702 21.5 34.3

38.9
37.0
38.9
27.0
41.3
43,4

54.0
51.2
51.4
47.9
58.9
62.1

3.190,734
1,621.112

.1.299.058
322,054

1,075,783
493,839

1,0011,096

565,304
512,223

53,081
310,577
124,215

2:).3
26,7
29.5
15.1

20.6
17.8

36.2
40.7
41.6
31.9
31.3
27.9

52.9 71.8 2,271.482 540.606 18.9 30,7

44.4 66.6 394.537 81,874 17.7 28.6
49.5 70.4 264,316 75.120 18.9 29.2

53.6 71.7 578,237 154,853 18.9 30.3
55.8 74.0 639,886 147,116 19.4 11,8

59.5 74.2 133.373 34,358 19.7 30.2
59.9 74.3 261.133 47.285 19.2 34,8

tit }'
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Table 22 Families reporting public assistance income, by region, 1969

Item

Families reporting public
assistance income

All families with income
below low income level

Total

With incomes below
low income level

Number

Percent
reporting

public
assistance
income

Number
Percent of all

reporting pub-
lic assistance

U.S. total 2,719,074 1,171,742 43.1 5,462,216 21.5
Negro and other races 902,201 528,098 58.5 1,540,702 34.3

Metro total 1,906,623 742,171 38.9 3,190,734 23.3
Negro and other races 671,119 362,236 $4.0 1,000,096 36.2

Nonmetro total 812,451 429,571 52.9 2,271,482 18.9
Negro and other races ..... 231.082 165,862 71.8 540,606 30.7

Northeast, total ....... ..... 663,957 242,309 36.5 935,906 25.9
Metro 597,468 217,896 36.5 782,304 27.8
Nonmetro 66,489 24,413 36.7 153,102 15.7

North Central, total 534,489 217,559 40.7 1,171,102 18.6
Metro 378,591 153,526 40.6 657,810 23.3
Nonmetro .... J 155,898 64,033 41.1 513,292 12.5

South, total .. .............. - 951,175 523,926 55.1 2.581,333 20.3
Negro and other races . ..... 412,294 284,184 67.3 974.221 29.2

Metro total 466,432 225,279 48.3 1,190,488 18,9
Negro and other races 222,624 137,556 61.8 486,507 28.3

Nonmetro total 484,743 298,647 61.6 1,390,845 21.5
Negro and other races 199,670 146,628 73.4 487,714 30.1

West, total 569,453 187,948 33.0 773,875 24.3
Metro . . .... . . 464,132 145,470 31.3 559,632 26.0
Nonmetro 105,321 42,478 40.3 214,243 19.8

Source: Census of Population, 1970.
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REVIEW OF MAJOR FINDINGS

1. In 1970, about 73 percent of the U.S. population
lived in metro areas; over 40 percent lived in metro areas
of 1 million people or more. For the minority
population, these percentages were even higher, with
48.8 percent of all minorities living in metro areas of 1
million or wore people. During the 1960's, the population
growth rate in metro areas was 17 percent in contrast to
only 4.4 percent in nonmetro areas. The minority
population grew by over one-third in metro areas and
declined by 4.6 percent in nonmetro areas.

2. Total population growth during the 1960's
ranged from a high of 33.5 percent in the fringe
(suburban) counties of greater metro areas to a loss of
4,4 percent in totally rural nonmetro counties not
adjacent to an SMSA.

3. The population growth rate in nonmetro areas of
4.4 percent resulted from a natural increase of slightly
over 10 percent, offsetting losses from net outmigration
of 5.6 percent. Despite net outmigration, nonmetro
areas retained population better than in the 1950's,
when net outmigration totaled 13.0 percent.

4. Metro-nonmetro differences in age and sex
structure, fertility, dependency, and educational
attainment are both determinants and consequences of
recent and historical patterns of population change.
Moreover, they will undoubtedIr affect future growth
and retention of population as well. In 1970, the ratio of
males to females was somewhat higher in nonmetro than
in metro areas, and the highest male-female ratio was in
totally rural nonmetro counties-98.6 males per 100
females in contrast to 94.1 males per 100 females in
metro counties. Between 1960 and 1970, the ratio of
males to females declined in all county group as did the
difference in sex ratios between metro and nonmetro
areas. The decline in this ratio as well as the leveling of
metrononmetro differences are thought to be associated
with the growing disparity in length of life between
males and females, the changing sex balance of
international immigration, and, to a lesser extent, to war
losses. Reduction of the sex ratio in rural areas is related
to these factory as well as to the decline of employment
in male-oriented industries such as agriculture and
mining .

5. Although the 1970 median age of the nonmetro
population (28.3 years) was only slightly higher than
that of the metro population (28 years), much larger
differences in median age were apparent within the
metro .and nonmetro county groups. Within tire
metropolitan category, residents of core counties had a
median age of 29.3 years-1.3 years older than the
median age of all metro residents taken together. Among

61

nonmetro counties, more urbanized areas had much
younger populations than did the more rural-oriented
ems.

6. Despite heavy outmigration of young adults in
many nonmetro counties, particularly in the more rural
nonmetro counties, such areas continue to experience
high fertility. In 1970, the number of children ever born
per 1,000 ever-mewled women, 35 to 44 years old, was
over 3,500 in totally rural counties-72 percent above
the approximates 2,120 children required for the popu-
lation to replace itself. This compares with excesses
above the replacement requirement of 4.3 percent in
metro counties, and 60 percent in all nonmetro counties
taken together,

7. Higher recent fertility rates and higher median
ages in nonmetro and rural counties are also suggested
by the higher dependency ratios in more rural counties
(population under 18 and 65 and older divided by the
population 18 to 64 years). This ratio was 77.1 in metro
counties, 85.5 in nonmetro counties, and 95.6 in totally
rural nonmetro counties not adjacent to a metropolitan
area. Hence, this crude measure of the dependency
burden of the economically active population in rural
counties was substantially in excess of that in the more
urban-oriented areas.

U. Between 1965 and 1970, 40 percent of
Americans changed homes. Although the majority were
local movers, 17 percent moved into different counties,
and 8.6 percent migrated across State lines. Overall,
there was little difference in mobility between metro
(40.8 percent movers) and nonmetro counties (39.1
percent movers). Within the nonmetro sector,
however, substantial differences emerge. With regard to
geographic mobility, the more urbanized nonmetro
counties were more similar to metro areas than to totally
rural or less urbanized nonmetro counties. In fact, the
rate of ihmigration in urbanized nonmetro counties not
adjacent to a metro area was the highest of any county
type. Twenty-one percent of the residents of these
counties lived in other counties prior to the 1970
Census, and almost half of these people lived in other
States (11 percent of the total). In contrast, totally rural
counties had only 15.2 percent intercounty movers and
6.1 percent interstate migrants.

9. Only slight variations in family structure, as
denoted by the incidence of husband-wife families and
the percentage of children under 18 years old living with
both parents, existed across the county groups.
However, unstable fr oily characteristics were far more
prevalent among the minority population than among
the total population. While 14 percent of all U.S.



families were not husband-wile farrtilies, among the
minority population this figure was 30.11 percent.
Among racial minorities in metro counties, such families
comprised 31.2 percent of all families. 'flu' percentage of
persons under 18 years old not living with both parents
was over twice as high for minorities (40.11 percent) as
for the total youth population (17.3 percent).

10. Median years of school completed by persons 25
years of age or older was higher in metro than in
nonmetro counties (12.2 years vs. 11.2 years).
Educational attainment has increased in the United
States in recent years, and hence lower educational
attainment of the rural population is accounted for, at
least in part, by its age structure, i.e., its older
population attended school in earlier times .3f lower
overall educational at tainment,For the adult population
in totally rural counties in 1970, median school years
completed was 2 years below the national figure of 12.1
years, and nonmetro minorities had a median of 8 years,
with only 20 percent completing high school.

11. Differences in educational attainment between
metro and nonmetro populations are partly associated
with differences in age composition. llowever, school
enrollment data suggest that the current school-age
population in nonmetro areas will follow the pattern set
by their adult counterparts and attain lower levels of
education than will the residents of metro areas, In
1970, slightly more than 10 percent of all 16- to 17-year
olds in the United States were not enrolled in !who'd.
This figure was 9.5 permit in metro areas and 13.6
percent in nonmetro areas. For minorities, it was 15.5
percent, and for minorities in nometro areas, it was 18
percent.

12. During the 1960's, the U.S. labor force
(including the Armed Forces) grew by 13 million pt-sons
or by 18.6 percent. This is 5.5 percentage points more
than the growth rate of th- U.S. population. While some
of this growth resulted from increases in the population
14 years of age and older, a large Share stemmed from
increased participation of females. Whereas the growth
in the numbers of males in the labor force totaled 9.7
percent, growth among females totaled 37.5 percent.

13. The 1960-70 growth in the labor forte was lower
for males than for females despite tit fact that the
number 'of males aged 14 years and older grew by 16.6
percent. This lower growth was accounted for by a
decline in the labor force participation rate of men
(from 77.4 to 72.9 percent). The large growth in the
female labor force resulted from large population
increases (20 percent) and from increased participation
(34.5 percent to 39.6 percent).

1. While the male labor foree in nonmetro counties
grew by only 1 percent, the female labor force grew by
one-third. labor force growth was greatest (44 percent)
in the fringe counties or greater metro areas and least
( percent) in totally rural nonmetro counties not
adjacent to an ;NSA, In totally- rural nonmetro
counties, the male labor force declined by 12.9 percent.
Hut, during flub same period, the female labor foree
increased by 27.8 percent.

15. Nonmetro area, will likely need 2.3 million more
jobs for males alone during the 1070's if migration to
metro areas is to 1w halted. This compares with an actual
increase of nomnetro male employment during the
1960's of only 139,000 jobs. Nonmetro areas must do
better than they have recently in creating employment if
the current metro-nonmetro population distribution is
to be maintained.

16. As suggested by labor force growth rates,
employment growth in the 1960's was higher in metro
areas than in nonmetro areas. t)ver 84.1 percent (10.7
million jobs) of the employment growth occurred in
metro areas. Employment growth in metro areas (22.7
percent) was almost twice that of nonmetro counties
(11.4 percent). And, among the more rural county
groups, employment growth was far below the 13.S.
average. In the most rural county group, the number of
jobs was stable. The lower nonmetro growth in total
employment stemmed from the inability of nonmetro
areas to attract enough new employment to offset heavy
losses in their extractive industries (agriculture, mining,
forestry, and fisheries). From 1960 to 1970, the 11.5.
loss of employment in extractive industries totaled 1.7
million jobs, representing a reduction of one-third.
Almost 80 percent of this employment loss occurred in
nonmetro areas (1.35 million jobs), with such losses
being substantial in all nonmetro county groups.

17. Nonmetro 'counties made significant employment
gains in nonextractive industries, particularly in
manufacturing etnployment. Manufacturing employment
grew 22.3 percent in nonmetro areas during the 1960's,
compared with only :1.7 percent in metro areas. Almost
two-thirds of the 1.4 million new manufacturing jobs
were in nonmetro areas. But, in contrast to their lead in
manufacturing employment growth, nonmetro counties
lagged behind metro counties in the growth rate of
employment in service industries. Service employment in
nonmetro areas grew by 28.6 percent during the 1960's,
M contrast to 40 percent in metro areas. Of the 6.2
million new jobs in service industries, only 1.2 million
jobs were in nonmetro areas.



18. 1)ifferenc es in ineomes and poverty levels
between metro and nonmetro counties result from
differenees in imputation eharaeteristirs. :nib as age and
educational attainment, as well as from differeners in
the type and availability of employment opportunities.
They are also assoeiated with differeners in payment
levels of. and participation in. income transfer programs
such as tawial seeurity and publie assistance. In 1969.
median family income in nonmetro counties was
$7.615-20 percent lower than the 11.S. average of
$9,590, and 27 percent lower than the metro figure of
$10,406, Among county residence groups, median
family income ranged from $11,990 in the fringe
counties of greater metro areas to a low of $6,142 in the
most rural nonmetro counties. The incidence of people
living in household, uith 1969 incomes below the
poverty threshold was 20.2 percent in nonmetro
counties, iii eoutrast to 11.3 percent in metro eOalnties.
Incidence of poverty in totally rural eminties was twice
the U.S. average of 13.7 percent and over four times. that
in the fringe counties of greater metro areas. i her
one-third of all minorities were in poverty in 1969, with
the incidence of poverty among minorities much higher
than among the told population in all eounty residence
groups.

19. In metro areas in 1969, families in poverty were
more like4 to have a female head, while in nonniciro
areas, such families were more likely to have an
employed male head. The incidence of poverty among
families with employed male heads was 8,3 percent in
nonmetro areas., compared with 3.4 percent in metro
areas. Among minorities, this figure was 1.1 percent at
the U.S. level, 9,6 percent in metro areas. and 31.'e

percent in nonmetro areas.

20. Wages and salaries comprised 78.6 percent of
total income of all 11..5. families and unrelated
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WI% iduals in 1969.11 ages and salaries in nonmetro areas
were slightly less important as a sonree of income than
in metro areas and least important in the most rural of
nonmetro elm idles, where they comprised only 62.5
percent of total income. On the other hand,
self-employment income (both nonfarm and farm) was
more important in nonmetro than in metro counties and
most important in the most rural nonmetro vounties.
,Social security income was also higher as a percentage of
total income in nonmetro than in metro counties. The
same was true of public assistance income. The greater
importance of social security and public assistance in
nonmetro areas and the more rural counties is a
consequence of the age and income composition of these
counties.

21. Wages and salaries formed 49.5 percent of the
income of the poor in 1969. Social security and other
retirements comprised 29 percent and public assi.aance
comprised only 13.4 percent of the poor's income.
Relative to the income structure of the metro poor, the
income of the nonmetro poor was composed of a
slightly larger percentage, ()I' wages and salaries and social
seenritv and a substantially smaller percentage of public'
assistance. Whereas 15.2 percent of the metro poor's
income came from public assistanee it represented only
10.6 percent of the nonmetro poor's income.

22. For the United Slates. only 21.5 percent of all
poor families reported income from public assistance in
190. This figure was 23.3 percent in metro counties
and 18.9 percent in nonmetro counties. Poor families
accounted for only 43.1 percent of all families reporting
public assistance in 1969. These families reporting public
i,ssistance, but remaining in poverty, totaled 38.9
percent in metro areas and 52.9 percent in nonmetro
areas. This metro-nonmetro difference is due, in part, to
lower payment levels in nonmetro areas.
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CONCLUSIONS

Poverty, low educational attainment, lark of job
opportunities, and other :4)6014.0,1(mile problems are
not restricted to central rity slums, nor are they
restricted to isolated rural areas. Similarly, growth and
vitality are not limited to large metropolitan areas.
Rather, there are depressed areas as well as areas of great
potential in high the metropolitan and nonmetropolitan
sectors of the United States.

'The structure of a community's population is

associated with the community's current social and
economic '%oell.being and with its potential as a place in
which to live. Intercounty variation in basic
demographic structures, in labor force participation rates
and composition, in oipational stmtures, and in
income and sources of income, demonstrate that
well-being" declines regularly as one moves from the
most urban to the most rural parts of our country. 11w
population of totallv rural areas has a relatively low level
of current socioconorni status.

There is a high degree of inoonnectedness between
a population's demographic and socioeconomic
composition. Areas that have ex povienced prolonged net
outtnigra lion tend to have populations with distorted
age stmeoires and low levels of educational attainment
and labor force participation. Moreover. they are like')
to have eomparatitet stagnant. nonagricultural 'To-
mmie,, characterized by low.skill and low-wage jobs.

The above characteristics aceurately describe many of
the rural and less urbanized parts of America, but the
same cannot be said of no etropolitan areas that have
substantial urban populations. The populations of these
areas compare quite favorably wit. those of metropolitan
areas in terms of age structure, school enrollment,
income, and labor force participation. They also tend to
be substantially better off than persons in the more rural

ents of America.

The sociomounnie status of the minority population
is particularly depressed in the most rural settings of the
United States. Regardless of place of residence, however,
t here are substantial differences between the
eharacteristics of the total population and the minority
population.

Differences continue to persist between the
socioeconomic characteristics of metro and nonmetro
populations. Regardless of whether one is concerned
with basic demographic information such as age
composition or fertility, or whether one is concerned
with indicators of social status such as income,
education, or occupation, substantial differences are
evident among the rsidenee categories analyzed in this
research. hence, geographic variation is a fundamental
issue which must be considered in future research and in
the development of public policy.
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