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Three differeqt'socioeconouig groups of mdthers were
;ine the similarities.and differences of their
onses to typical behaviors of their children, aged one to four,
rder to gain insight into differences in the sbdcialization
process.. Thé three groups were: {1) black, low-income, injer-city
mothers of 35 children. (Group I):’(Z).uhite,-upper'niddle~cla35,_

‘+subufban mothers of Z6 children (Group II); and (3) mothers of 14

children,, whose background was blue-collar and of recent Ruropean -

"origin (Group III). The mothers participating ip the study vere ™t .
‘individually interviewed with the Implicit Parental Learaing  Scale: .

(IPLET) . Mothers weré asked to responf to 45 items of behavior,
typical for a child's age and asked to indicate whether she would

' eficourage or discourage the beﬁavrir-ot vhether ‘the behavior would

sake no difference to her, and them to indicate what she.copld ~ *
actually do in responsé to the behavior. Analysis of matermal o

.

responses indicated.that-lany'qncouraging, supportive responses were.

[3

maternal styles of teaching vere summarized by characterizing the
sodes of respense of Group I as physical, in Group II as cognitiwe,
and in Group III as emotional. To -help clarify the meaning of the
differences in patterns, the life circumstances of each group are
compared. (CS) S : :
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' ..common across all classes. The ‘differences akong the three groups ir -
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The perxod between the ages of one and five years have rightfully

A been conaidered a crucxal developmental period infthe life of the in- : rﬁg. }
’ !
l

leldual .since-an 1nten3xve process’ of socialization is faking place,
: . . S
. . mainly thbxn the context of the mother-chxld relatlonshxp. Children -

d ' " . :

of all socxal classes go thnpuah a similax developmental-sequence of

behavior in thls pes}od However norms and values associated with .
. - ) '} k4 (

) socxoeconomic class and etﬁn}cltj are. potentlal factors which would

( R .
. . e

make for diffarential responsgs on the nart of mothers’ in relation to
. [ 5 \
"similar behavior on the part of “the chlldren. Although the sociali~

zation proceséfin the young child has some goals ih common across all
- 4 - ¢ . '

classes, differences.in some of the goals; or in the mode of maternal °

- teachingnféf attainmenﬁ of the goals, way have important implications

..q - .

for the child 4 future cognitive and personality development.

The present research is concerned with gtudying, in mothers of

I'd i

thpee'differént socioeconomxc groups, the sxmxlarxtxes and differences
of theix responses ‘to typieal behaviors of their children aged one to

. four; in order to gain insight.into differences in-the socialization ’
. ' ¢ . . '
. process. ’

The grougs studied were black, Iow%income,.inner-city mothers of
35 children (Group I),1wh1te upper middle-class, suburban mothers of B

® 26 children (Group I1I), ‘and mothers of 14 children, whose background
: . i

was blue-g¢ollar and of recent Eliropean origin (Group I11). N
. Y . N . ) f .:s‘
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_ The mothers Lnigraups 1 and I1T were pd&cnt partiCipants in child care _ o
s B . -L ‘ge. . R n . . oy
b
, centers; the i %hers in Group II were tnvolved as volunteers in sociai
' ‘is& - ) \ . A e . ‘ v' .
service WQrk ‘&”ﬁ ' S B e . \
Q"f" : ’ g“ )
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The woth f_ participatin*,iq the study WEre indiVidually inter="

o
viewed with-tﬁ&;impﬁicit Parental Learning §cale (IPLET), developed hy _
] . A. ) " N {.

"Caldwell Honbgé . and Mozell (1967). The mor;hezf‘ is presented with 45 .- .
. . ‘items of behav?%r typical for the age of the thild and is asked to . _. S
J o indicate whetge;~she would encourage or eiscourage the behavmor or’ '

whether the S@hﬂvior would make no difference to her anrd then to in- /

P e

-~

dicate what she could actually do in reuporse ‘to the’ behavior.
f)

e

The typical child behaviors which are prescnted tfo the. mother can

be classified into the follwoing categoiies: (1) behaviors which show

.

. age-appropriate progress towards SOGlﬂlléatlon, (2) age-appropriate

behaviors which may cause minoxr annoyAnce to the mother, &) behavior&' - *
ce , - ‘

which'indicate resistance tO-SOClaliéR€H0n5 (4) behaviors which con-

o fgrm to sex~-role expectations; (5)_behaviors which show agé-~appro-
. . . * " -
. L oo v £ ‘? -
priate fear or distress; (6) behayiors which show some physical re- K

gression; (7) behaviors which show some chotional regression; (8) be-
L4 N ~

baviors showing age-apprOpriate agcressive respohses to érovocation;
. <
“(9) age~appropr1ate exhibitionistic behaV1ors, ({0) ‘behaviors which

pose & threat to the child s safegy; (1rb behaviors wﬁﬁ%b are deStruc-

&
tive of enviromental‘objects; (12):behaviors which indi_a&e affection '

.l
s

towards others,
~—
L]

"The mo;her s specific responses to the child's behavior ari scored

- -

on the basis of 26 categorics, which fall into three major-classxficationé:

(1) manipulation of enviromental events which includes such respbnses
] ¢ * '
as pro»ision or deprivation of privileges and tangibles provision of ¢
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substitutive reinforcement, circumvention.of behavior, utilization of
¢ . o y

the natural consequences of an act, positive physical responses, ang

négative responses involving mild or seVerqﬁphysieal punishment; (2)
‘ o . : v . ’
manipulation of cémnimication on emotional-verbal level, which in-

cludes such Tesponses as promises of provision of, or threats of de~
privatiéa of, positive emptional responses, scvere verbal reproaches,
threats of physical punishment, verbal commaifs, verbal indications of.
cultural norms, and higher level cognitive teaching; and (3) absence

hA [}
of égﬁéxnal response, ‘including ignoring, lack of response wvhen the

child atteapts to elicit oue, or non~intervention in a situatjon re~
. g‘]
gardless of whether the mother wishes to encourage or discourage the

R

behaviesr. The scoring syétem thus makes® possible a rather complex: §%d
1

detailed anafysis of. the strétegiég which a mother uses in respondffig

to tHé range of positlve ‘and negative hehav‘ors of the child as he goes

“through the normql process of,phys;cal emotional and social matura-

tiona * *

However, the set of maternal responses can also be fitted into .the

L] -
. . . ¢

framework. of a simpler syggem of analysis, such as Schaefer's (1958)
Circumplex Model of Behavior, which ordefﬁ maternal behavior hlong two

orthogonal diménsions of love versus hostility, and autonomy versus

control. This provideg four quaérants, representing: (1) loving accep-
\ .

tance with autonomy; (2) hostility with indifference and detachment; (3)

hostility with authoritarium control; and (4) love with overprotective-

‘ness and inability to treat the child as a differentiated individual.

Analysis of the respondes of the three groups of mothers. indicated

that many encohrgéing, supportive responscs to the child's manifestation

v

i
» -~ N
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of physical, emotional, and social maturation weré common across all ©a
. . . L . .
classes. L R ' T
% Group I mothers, compared with Group-II mothers, began an active’ .

-

S : . .

. . socialization p;déess earlier and more strictly. A few examples will ,
illustrate this. 1In response to their one year old child “showing off" - - ' .

when other adults are around, the suburban group indicated that they.

would make no résponse to this behaVior, or would distract the.child .
‘verbally, ot would give a positive verbal fesponse. On the other hand,

s

t

the innechity mothers indicated’ they would respond to this behavior

with severe physical punishment deprivat*on of pr1V11eges, or verbal b

coxmands to stop the behavior. “The response by the-suburban group to

a one year old chxld who splashes ia the toilect bowl water was mainly : ; _
, s . . ’
‘ - . » -
by circuemvention of the behavxor wnile the 1nner~c1tj group responded
v . ’{é

}maiply with mild or gevere punishment. The.one year old ¢h11d who .

¢ v,

sle&ps witﬁkthe light on brouglit no maternal re9ponse from the su«. : -

burban group, but met with a negativc response in the form of deprlva-';
' . tion of privilége in'mady mothers_in the inner-city group. The one;‘
. year o}d.yho grabs toys from other children was responded to by ﬁost .

of the suburban group by a simple command te stop or by ignoring of

o NI,

the behavior while the inner-dify gréup more frcquantly indicated a

v

more active negative reSponse in the form of deprlvatxon of privileges

‘
[

and intangibles.

»

Comparing the responses of these two groups to their two year old

child, the child who.wets the bed at night broughi mainly no response
' fron Fhe suburbanlgroup, but was responded to with maidly négati§e res-

L
ponses by the 1nner~city group, 1nc1udlng high intensity command&, se#‘

' ; ! 4 ' ‘\‘ ’ -
vere verbal reproaches, and sevete physical punishment. The two year .
. v i . * t. *

] ) v .
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old ¢hild who somctimes handles his genitals was mainly ignored by the
suburban grogp, but was reséonded o more actively by the inner~city
group, mainly by attempting to tecach the child cultural norms or by

commands of’mild inteﬁsity to stop the behavior. Stuttering or -sfam-
. . ) . \ a . N !
Qering in the two-year old child.was responded to.by the‘suburbaﬁ&group

- e

" ; _— . , .
maialy §y ignorimg; while ﬁhg.inn§r~ciry groun responded mainly by simple

I’

‘conmands to stgp.,'The two ycar old who turns the TV switch on-and off
*

& . -

[ ]

. whila 2:& fantlx,is watchlng Was resoondcd to by the suburban group malnly
by explanatxonl simple: cofmands to atop,,or dcptlvat1;9/0f pr1v1leges and l

’ tanglbles. The inner-city group r;Opondcc to t&ys be‘aVLor ma1n14 by mlld:

or severe pﬁysical punishwent. {

7

At. age three the child who sucks nis tuumb was regponded to by the
S|
suburban group mainly by ignoring tha Behavior, but was responded to by
@ :
. » . )
the inner=-city group mainly by negative respoases, includiag siwmple com-

mands to stop, mild expiessions af disapproval, and mild physical punish-

o .

ment. The three year old who talks back to his mother was razsponded to '

. ' . rs -
by Jﬁe suburban group by telling the child it was Wwrong, showing disapprova

a simple command to stop, or by ignoring the behavior. The inner-city

group responded mainly by severe physical punishment,

The four year old child who talked back to his motﬁer was responded

£ -
to in a variety of ways by the suburban group, including expressing mild

- P

disapproval, telling the.child it was wrong, providing explanations, mild

, . or intcnse cowmands to stop, or ignoring the bchavi'or. The inner-city
. 4

-

o "5 group responded maxnly by severe thQLCﬂl punxuhmcnt. Stuttering or

- n} stammeriny in the four year old child was rcaponded to by the suburban

; 2 4 . §roup mainly by ignoring the behavior; the inner-city group reSponded

)

’

N
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- mainly by cognitiye explsnatidn . The four rear~old chxld who oecasionally

’"r-

. wets gis pants during the dsy wus responded to by the suburban group msinly .

\\

by ignoging the behésior. The inner-city group respnnded,mainly by telling

L °the child not to do ﬁf or‘by severe nhysncal punishment. The four year old

» ~

- ' nwho inte:rupts whxle adults a;e telking was reaponded to bg the suburban N

r

group mainly by explanation. The inner—ctty group responded mainly by telling

the child to stop. The four year old who gets cra then he has to wayt

for food was responded to by the suburhan group mai by providing the child
!‘E LY v/ i

'with substitute satisfattion or. verbal reaSSurance. The inner-city group.

- reseonded mainly by telling the chzld to stop the behavior or ignoring'the

. .

behévxor.

. T .‘..
« ! -

/
./ Group III ranked midway between. Groups T and 1T, in the use phy~-

!

ical punishment. However, Group III dlffered from both Groups /L and Ilain-ﬁ'

\9 } ] : oon * .
9Lelr greater use of both positive and negatlve emotionsl and vérbal resé -

ponses to the child s behav%or, in the use of active deprtvation df privi~
) ¥
leges: ang intangibles as a means of controlling the child's bethior‘ as '

wvell as in the greater use’bf a lack of response to the child's! behavior.

'/ - The differences among the three groups in the maternal styles oif teaching
~¢can be succxnctly summarized by characterizing the emphasis in fodes of
_teSponse of Group I as physical in Group II as cognitive, and iy Group

. 111 as emotional. W ) L e i
- v . 4

e 'f"' A comparision of«the life circumstances, particulaily betweeu Groups.

. Lk I*aqd 11, helps to cxnrixv the meaning of the differences in pattetns. xThe
.. ) 5‘ ,"
black, inner-city mothers wene almost all rearing their children in fgfher.~

less households, on a gréssly inadequate welfare allowance,'with little hope_

. “ .
S ﬁor ameliorption in the, kuture.' Under such harsh circumstandgs infancy is
: , g .

":f' a: luxury which can be efforded for only a brief period The child must gfow ,:

K e
2 A
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- _,' 'uo qu}ckly in order to allow attention to be given to the younger sibling.._ __. o
A Toe

.~ Ina fatherless household w;th severel eme}l children, the mother s role of ' -
L . ?- e e e )

necessity takes on. the aspects of strictness and control. Controt over v B

. . her ehildren-s behavior while they axe young is probably the only area of' .

-

7.:her life where- this mothenacan exercise some degree. of. power.
"“’_.: Group III mothers, as membexs of a proud ethnig group, somewhat
~.economioally and educationally disadvantaged which has been attempg;ng to

maintnin its neighborhood and identity from encroachment by the larger

. B

‘- . a

S community,,relied upon a heavier use of emotional techniquéE es well as
_more concrete rewards and’ depriqatione, to 1nf1uence the chi%ﬁ 's behavior
and incidentally reinforce the inteigene:ational ties which have enabled LS o

! o members of this ethnic group. to maintain its i&entity. Coc T e

A
e

v - Group II mothers.showed a greater utilizetion of options and. alterna-

tive ways of ‘respondihg to the child 8 behavior. This pattern’ of.responses . _"‘

" can be eeen,as reflecting a way: of life and standard of Iiving which cffere,

7-’foptione<and alternatives not pDSSlble for. those iiving under disadvantaged

-

circumstances. The more 1eisure1y pace of growing ﬁp for the child to-.-

-

CE :
SN gethcr with a stimulating, responsive environment and the nse of K moxe .

ey

"-elaborate linguistic code (Bernstein, 1960), provide greater opportunity for

. thé child to do the expermenting and exploratiqn'esgencial for the fullest ° .

L)

~ development of cognitive abilities. . - _;.~ f - o }ﬁ
.- Each pattern of child-rearing ¢an be viewed, as having an edaptive_func. %{- , ”%:&
S tion for the particular group. Nevertheless adaptation in one. .area ‘way bee - fg:'ﬂ‘

5 -maladaptive in .anotlier area. The emphaszs upon,strictness and early inde-~,tg _ glf
L . . R \.';s"ﬁ
k pen&ence training may help the inoer~city child cope with the’ harshness of:iQ to

N et~ -
Il

& v Y » _'5'\
s

R ‘1ife in the: ghetto, ' but the emphasis on confofm&t without reasoning or in 24‘ .

?vs

t.
3 : -
i? -tive.abilities. The enotional maternal éﬁgle ofﬁ} e ethnic group m?Y'Provide R

’ w9 U e g

i

}

E

;_ quiry is unlikely to be’ help:fnl for the opg;mnle?evelopment of hzs cogni- g | ?-}3 ‘
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