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ABSTRACT

Evidence indicates that the results of folklorists'
studies have had a positive effect on the relationship among ethnic
groups as well as on college-community relationships in Hays, Kansas,
Pesearch based on 64 interviews of members of the comaunity and the
college shows that members of the German-Russian ethnic group have a
notably increased pride in their heritage, while other members of the
compunity now share in many of the German—-Russian group's customs and
enjoy their food. In addition, members of other ethnic groups who are
new in Hays feel ready acceptance by both the community and the
college. (JIM)
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My intention was to discover whether the

collectors of folkiore have had any affect on the

there has been any improvement in college~comnunity
relationships as a result. I am aware that I am
speaking only for my area, but I feel also that
this type of study might be applicable to other
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i comrunity in which they collect material nﬁd whether
arsas as well,
My husband and I have been associated with

the local college at Hays as folklorists for twenty
' years, and I spent my girlhood there as a faculty
daughter, Hays, the largest town between Salina and
Denver, is a community of 15,000 people, and the
college has about 4800 students, We have collected
material among the ethnic groups, mainly the Gernsn-
Russians, in our area, We have evidence to indicate
that the college~community relationships are improved
and that many factors contributed te this. Among
these woere speacific things the folklorists had done
to cause an increased sense of pride among the German-
Russians as they saw that their culture was of positive
interest to an outsider; especially was this true among
those people who had had little formal education, for

they seemed flattered that the education socliety was

lntsrestéd in thelr cultural heritage., Nearly all
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Pecple seemed tc feel that all concerned=-=college

or townspeople-«should work even harder to erase
any prejudices that st1ll mi.ht be held, €§§
My research is based on sixty-four interviews
of members of the coamunity and the college. The
community inform.nts form a cross-sesction, in
sociological, ethnological, and economic groups, in
political and religious affiliation, in educational
background (sixth grade to graduate degrees), in age
(sixteen to elghty-four), and in occupation, The college
informants also form a cross~-section, in both ethnic and
non-ethnic membership, in age, and in gstatus (both
students and teachers of all academic rank and ine
terests). I also considered variance in the length
of time the people had lived in the community or had
been associated with the college~~some had had family
assoclations with the college and community for three
generations and some for only a short time,
The feeling was almost unanimous that members of
the German-Russian ethnic group had an increased pride
in their background, so much 50 that younger informants
swemedAeven to have little awareness that there had
been a.problﬁn. and that tne college-community relation-
ships had improved over the years.
There werr reasons Ziven for these imorovements
ir addition to folklorists activities-~-better educational
opportunities, broader relisious views, and freer
political memvership., All of these Areas had previously
made & double reinforcement to the buriier between

the ethnice &roup anvd the rest of the com unity on the
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one hand, and vetweeru the ComRunity and the college
on the otrer hand, for the etlnic=group membership
seemed tn be the determining factor on the other
nemberships,

One dominant factore-education~-was given by
informants of nesrly all ages, Foremoat nentioned
w¥as tne G, I. Bill after W.W. II which permitted
pecple to attend college, particularly the nembers of
the Germun-Russian Rinority ethnic group which had
not previously attended in large numbers, and generaglly
better economic conditions. This caused a oa jor
lecsening of antagonisms, both for the Binority group
and for the Community generally, toward people of another
group either ethnic or enucational. However, one older
person indicated that this hed had origins even earlier,
for during the depression of the 30%s people were brought
together to fuce their com.on problemsg one solution
wag trrough the Civilian éoﬁaérva:lon Corps, which
set up clusses at the ccllege in furm problewms,
mech.nical skills, and cooking for area nen,

Another doublv reinforcement of the antagonisms
was religlion, for ' . Germ - Bussians were nearly
alw>ys Catholic, There has been a breakdown of the
Strong religious narrier on both the Catholie anc
Proteatant sides. One speclific examnle mentioned time
after time was the Geruan~Ruasian weddling customs at
the marriage--tne dinner, the dance, =tc, Originally
these were closed to the Protestant people of ilnys; now,

however, they are open to invited people, both Catholie
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and Protestant, and are enjoyed by all, Both Catholios
and Protestants have worked hard at developing an op,&srcu'
mind to people of other faiths. Ny husband was men- P"“Wbuq
tioned speclfically in this connection for his program
on the German Russian steel crosses in the cemeteries
a8 folk art. They had all en joyed this--Historical
Society, Knights of Columbus, Women‘'s Clubse, eto,
This program was also Presented at the American PFolklore
8oclety meeting held in Washington, D, C., two years ago.
dnother clashing sspect which earlier had also had
ioudble reinforcement was political affiliation, Originally
nearly all German-Russians were Democrats. This was so
strong a doundary that soms professors at the college
8imply adbandoned their political affiliation rather
that try to break the barrier. MNow this is not the case.
A% 8 result of these factors, specifioc changes are
in evidence in the community. Kany clubs are now
attended by members of all ethnic, educationail, religious,
and politios) groups—efor instance, the Historical Society,
the Cultural arts organization, and the American Aasociation
of Retired People. Most feesl that this would not have
been the case twanty or even ten Years ago.
On many occasions the folklorists have had a part
in these aoctivitiocs by Presenting programs. 4s a
by-product specifio mention was made of the traditional
cuisine brought by the German-Russians to pot=luck
suppers. In recent years the local restaurants and the
college union have frequently served saluskies (cabbege
stuffed with ground meat and rice) and bierocks
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(bread douh filled with wround reat, ~“nions, and
Spices). The first tine Ge- Limhus:.inn food was ver
gerved In L .2 collegr union .mo at a 'winquat Lf the
K'nsas ..lkiore Soclety in 1758; n .. 1t 16 servnd
reguluarly in thoe or.inary caicirria iine, Indeed the
ivcal branch sf & widely anown namburger c-..in, the
Drumner Bouy, serves biarochs as well as the usual
hudurger,

There were interrmsting Crisg=croc. ir.g cf the
folklorists in nearly all mentioned aAreas in their
contributions to cowsunity and religious Jrgariizations,
Teachers anu students at the Collnge wenticned the
increase in research on ethnic herituage not only in
local groups but other 8rOUPE a8 wellea{zechoslo=
vakian and Swedish., Now the Geruan-Russians proudly
present their heritage to the college buth §: the
¢lasSrooms anc ut cullege auctivities; ~pecifically
nentioned were the German Club wnd the Heicin Clud,
The ocllege woula now like to liave an annual Oktober
Fest thene for its homecowling in shich the college
and community woulc work togather in prrsenting the
collegemcounmunity heritage; the merchanta would then
develop ethnic xotifs in the stores to carry out the
vraiitlonal theme, The folkloristsg alon,; with cany
other people would be intermediaries batween the college
and corzunity,

There airm wany conclusions to draw fron tnis re-
scarche Some inforiants suggested that folilorists

should cdo even wore resesrch and that they should
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sublish thelr articles not only ir natioenal jourrals
hut in tne 1lncel newsvaper as well sn that ares people
rar enjoy them, Ancther suirestion wus that trey
shanld he rnraursged to develop nev ~lesses nat the
cui?nge, surk ag the Folk Recinas and Custams class,
set at tires when townspecrle s well as regularly
ewralled students can attend, One interesting corment
"y ¢college neople was that the new professors who
moved ir frowm ather areas and who were members of
cther etinic minorities now feael hetter arcertance of
‘reir ethnic uriquenesses in Hnys hecause of the
positive ¢climate,

Thus-nhe angwer to ny origiral nuestion, whether
tre collencturs of folklore have had an impact on
their communities, reers to be positive; they elong
with other factors have r~ontrihuted to an inprovement

in college-community velations,
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