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ABSTRACT
Evidence indicates that the results of folklorists'

studies have had a positive effect on the relationship among ethnic
groups as well as on college-community relationships in Hays, Kansas.
Pesearch based on 64 interviews of members of the community and the
college shows that members of the German-Russian ethnic group have a
notably increased pride in their heritage, while other members of the
community now share in many of the German-Russian group's customs and
enjoy their food. In addition, members of other ethnic groups who'are
new in Hays feel ready acceptance by both the community and the
college. (JM)
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The Folklorist and the Community

Marjorie Sackett':

My intention was to discover whether the
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collectors of folklore have had any affect on the

community in which they collect material and whether

there has been any improvement in college- community

relationships as a result. I am aware that I am

speaking only for my area, but I feel also that

this type of study might be applicable to other

areas as well.

My husband and I have been associated with

the local college at Hays as folklorists for twenty

years, and I spent my girlhood there as a faculty

daughter. Hays, the largest town between Salina and

Denver, is a community of 15,000 people, and the

college has about 4800 students. We have collected

material among the ethnic groups, mainly the German-

Russians, in our area. We have evidence to indicate

that the college.community relationships are improved

and that many factors contributed to this. Among

these were specific things the folklorists had done

to cause an increased sense of pride among the German.

Russians as they saw that their culture was of positive

interest to an outsiders especially was this true among

those people who had had little formal education, for

they seemed flattered that th, education society was

interested in their cultural heritage. Nearly all
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people seemed to feel that all concerned- college

or townspeople.should work even harder to erase

45°Any prejudices that s' ill miOlt be held.
i5sMy research is based on sixty-four interviews

of members of the community and the college. The

community inform Ants form a cross-section, in

sociological, ethnological, and economic groups, in

political and religious affiliation, in educational

background (sixth grade to graduate degrees), in age

(sixteen to eighty-four), and in occupation. The college

informants also form a cross-section in both ethnic and

non-ethnic membership, in age, and in status (both

students and teachers of all academic rank and in-

terests), I also considered variance in the length

of time the people had lived in the community or had

been associated with the college--some had had family

associations with the college and community for three

generations and some for only a short time.

The feeling was almost unanimous that members of

the German-Russian ethnic group had en increased pride

in their background, so much so that younger informants

s#:emed even to have little awareness that there had

been a problem, and that tne college-community relation-
ships had improved over the 2,,e re.

There were reasons given for these improvements

in addition to folklorists activities--better educational

opportunities, broader rell.rioLs views, and freer

political memoership. All of these ireas had previously

made a double reinforcement to the barlier between

the ethnic group ani the rest of the coca unity on the
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one hand, and oetweeu the community And the college

on the other hand, for tn etiknic..group membership

seemed to be the determining factor on the other

memberships.

One dominant factor..-educationwas given by

informants of ne4rly all ages. Foremost mentioned

was tme G. I. Bill after W.W. II which permitted

people to attend college, particularly the members of
the German- Russian minority ethnic group which had

not previously attended in large numbers, and generally

better economic conditions. This caused a major

lessening of antagonisms, both for the minority group
and for the community generally, toward people of another
group either ethnic or erucational. However, one older

person indicated that this had had origins even earlier,

for during the depression of the 30s people were brought

together to face their core on problems; one solution

was tr,rough the Civilian Conservation Corps, which

set up classes at the college in farm probleAs.

mechinical skills, and cooking for area men.

Another double reinforcement of the antagonisms

was religion. for t Germ t. Russians were nearly

alw.)ys Catholic. There has been a breakdown of the

strong religious carrier on both the Catholic and

Protestant aides. One specific examnle mentioned time

after time was the German.Russian wedding customs at

the marriagethe dinner, the dance, etc. Originally
these were closed to the Protestant people of days* now,

however, they are open to invited people, both Catholic



and Protestant, and are enjoyed by all Roth Catholics

and Protestants have worked hard at developing an opibr
mind to people of other faiths. My husband was men..

Cap)

tioned specifically in this connection for his program

on the German Russian steel crosses in the cemeteries

as folk art. They had all enjoyed this-- Historical

Society, Knights of Columbus. Women's Clubs, et*.

This program was also presented at the American Folklore

Society meeting held in Washington, D. CO, two years ago.

Another clashing aspect which earlier had also had

.rouble reinforcement was political affiliation. Originally
nearly all German-Russians were Democrats. This was so
strong a boundary that sass professors at the college

simply abandoned their political affiliation rather

that try to break the barrier. Now this is not the case.

Am a result of these factors, specific changes are
in evidence in the community. Many clubs are now

attended by members of all ethnic, educational, religious,

and political groups-wbfor instance, the Historical Society,

the Cultural Arts organization, and the American Association
of Retired People. Most feel that this would not have
bean the case twenty or even ten years ago.

On many occasions the folklorists have had a part

in these activities by presenting programs. Ai a

by- product specific mention was made of the traditional

cuisine brought by the German-Russians to pot-luck

suppers. In recent years the local restaurants and the

college union have frequently served galuskies (cabbage

stuffed with ground meat and rice) and bierocks
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(bread dou.kh fille0 with rounii n.e;its rxic)nille end
apices). The firat time Ge AtlehUSAdin food wls -ver

servfsd in t r.ollegr union at a '),,*nquet the

K-nsaa ;..,aiclore Society in l),3; n," it is served

regularly in or.inary ccu'ec.eria line. Lndeed the

1:al branch of a uidely Known hambur8er the

Drummer )344. serve bierocks au well as the uuusl

hamburder

There were intelesting Lriss.cn)L.1%g or the

folklorists in nearly all mentioned areas in their

contributions to community and religious arganizations

Teachers an student& at the college wehLioned the

increase in research on ethnic heritage not only in

local groups but other dr<eupe us well.-Czechoslo-

vakian and Swedish. Now the Gerumn-Uussalans proudly

present their heritage to the college bath ir, the

caaasroone anci at college activities; ..pecifically

mehtianed were the German Club and the lie-$.zan Club.

The oollege woula now like to have an u.rinual Oktober

Fest theists for its homecoming in which the college

and community woulc: work together in prrliening the

college.community heritage; the merchanUa would than

develop ethnic motifs in the stores to carry ,2,ut the

4raditionl theme. The folklorluta along with many

other people would be intermediaries betlkeen the college

and corzunity.

There are many canalusions to draw frorm trAs re.

search. Some inforLant4 suggentc7d that foL:lorists

should do even more research and that they should
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;uhlish their srtioles not only it national jnurrals

but it thf, locel newspaper as well that area people

nar enjoy them° Another suzePtion w,As thpt tYAmy

01;11d he mrf",-16Pd tt7, ci.:,,velop nes. nt the

cc,Ileges snrh Ps t Folk Ren,ipes rend Customs cllass,

set at times when townspeople Fts well RS regulRrly

Prolled students can attend. One Interesting conment

ty collesre yPople was that the rew professors who

moved it from ther ar'as ane who were members of

other ethnic rinorities now feel hettPr anceptance of

their ethnic uriqueresses it whys because of the

positive cllmnte,

Thus the answer to ry oriFtral n.uPstions whather

the collectors of folklore have had fin impact on

their communities, Peers to be positive; they along

with other fantors have contributed to an inprovement

in college-community rPlatiors.

YSicit


