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ABSTRACT

This report contains social and economic
characteristics of students from nursery schools through higher
education. The figures are based on the Current Population Survey
conducted in October 1974 by the Bureau of the Census., The following
tables are included: (1) School Enrollment of the Population 3 to 34
Years 014 by Level and Control of School and Race: October 1964 to
October 19743 (2) School Enrollment of the Population 3 to 34 Years
0ld by Age and Sex: October 1964 to October 1974; (3) College
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October 1964 to October 1974:; (4) College Fnrollment of the
Population 16 Years 0ld and Over, by Age and Sex: October 1970 to
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SCHOOL ENROLLMENT—SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC
CHARACTERISTICS OF STUDENTS: OCTOBER 1974

(Advance report)

The total number of persons 3 to 34 years old
enrolled in school in the fall of 1974 was 60.3 million
students, 1.5 percent above the 1973 level of 59.4
million., Most of the increase occurred in nursery
school and college enrollment with changes of about
280,000 and 650,000, respectively. Elementary school
enrollment {grades 1 through 8) has declined since the
early 1970', reflecting decreases in the population of
elementary school age rather than changes in propos-
tions enrolled. Nearly all persons of elementary school
age are enrciled in school because of compulsory
attendance laws for persons 6 to 15 years old (see table
2). The number of births has been decreasing since the
early 1960's, resulting in smaller cohorts entering
elementary school each year. The fertility decline has
not yet affected high school enrollnient since these
smaller cohorts have not reached high school age and it
will not atfect coilege enroliment until around 1980,

These results are based on the Current Population

- Survey conducted in October 1974 by the Bureau of

the Census; the figures are for the civilian noninstitu-
tional population,

Elementary and pre primary enroliment. Nursery
school attendance was higher than 10 years ago espite
the decreases in births, Between 1964 and 1974
enroliment in nursery school tripled from about
470,000 to 1.6 million. During that time the popula-
tion of 3- and 4-year-olds decreased from 8.4 to 7.0

million, but the proportion enrolled in school increased
from 10 percent to 29 percent of the age group (table
2). In the same 10e.year period, kindergarten attend-
ance increased by 15 percent from 2.8 to 3.3 million.
Among 5-year-olds, 70 percent were enrolled in school
in 1964 and 90 percent in 1974,

Most formal education now takes place in public
schools, but about three-fourths of nursery school
students are enrolled in private schools. Although
private elementary school enroliment has not changed
significantly in the last year, the number of children
attending private elementary schools has decreased in
the last 10 years by 1,7 million, Enroliment in private
scinools declined from 15 percent to 10 percent of the
total elementary enroliment. Total enroliment in ele-
mentary school was about the same in 1974 as in 1964.

College enroliment, College enroliment for persons

- 14 to 34 years old reached a new high of 8.8 million

persons in 1974, about 8 percent higher than in 1973.
The substantial increase in college enroliment in the
past year occurred mainly among females, older stu-
dents and blacks; the increases took place in public
colleges—private college enroliment did not change.

Several major changce have occurred in the college
population since 1970. The number of women college
students increased by 30 percent since that year;
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whitteas mien have increased by only about 12 pereent.
In tuct, the increase in the numbe of women in colleye
dqesounted for about 63 percent of the increase
college enroliment in the past 4 years. The proportion
of the college student population tha was foemale
increased to 44 percent in 1974 compmed with 41
percent in 1970, This continues a tend toward o
greater proportion of female gollege students duting
the past 20 years.

College enrollment tor blacks has also increased
substantially since 1970, There were about 300,000
more Nugro college students enrolled in collego in 1974
than in 1970, a B6 percent increase in 4 years, and a
250 percent increase in 10 years (tee table 3). The
increase in black college enrollment has resulted in an
increase in their proportion of all college students from
5 percent in 1964 to 7 percent in 1970 and 9 percent
in 1974, About 12 percent of all persons 18 to 21
years old are black, thus blacks ctill represent a smaller
proportion of college students than of the total
population. About 360,000 persons of Spanish origin
were enrolled in college during 1974, about 4 percent
of the college population,

College stucdents were more likely to be attending
part time in 1974 than in 1970. During the 1960,
approximately 78 percent of all students were attend-
ing full time; however, in 1874 the proportion declined
to 72 percent as parttime enroliment increased 50
percent and full.time enrollment increased by 10
percent since 1970. The increase in the number of
part-time college students is due to a large increase in
the number of persons 25 years old or over.attending

sollege in the past fow years.! A greater proportion of
25 t0 34.wedr-olds were enrolied in college in 1974
than at any time during the past 10 yeais, The
proportion of persons 18 to 24 years old attending
vollege has remained about the same, or dectined
stightly, during Jhe past 4 years, Since the fall of 1970,
the number of 18 to 24 year old college students
ncreased by about 9 percent while enrollment far
persons 26 to 34 years old increased by 63 percent,
Thus the fall 1974 college population was older and
more likely to be enrolled part time than in the 1960,

Enrollment figures have been collected on persons
35 years old and over since 1972, The number of
persons 35 years old and over envolled in college
increased by 30 percent since that time to about 1
miition students in the fall 1974, About 80 percent of
persons of this age in college were attending part time.
This rapid increase in envollment among older persons
may be aue to a recognized need for retraining or to
recruitment efforts of colleges, and perhaps to the
recent decline in family size,

Since the flgures presented in this report are based
on sample data, they may differ from the figures that
would have been obtained from a complete census. The
sampling variation may be relatively large where the
numbers shown are small. A more complete statement
on the variability due to sampling, as well as more
detalled information will be issued in a later report in
this serles.

R ——

' About 17 percent of 18. to 24.year-olds were attending
cotlege part time while 63 percent of 25- to 34.year-olds ware

attending part time.
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Table 1. SCHOOL ENROLLMENT OF THE POPULATION 3 TO 34 YEARS OLD BY LEVEL AND
CONTROL OF SCHOOIl. AND RACE: OCTOBER 1964 TO OCTOBER 1974
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Table 2. SCHOOL ENROLLMENT OF THE POPULATION 3 TO 34 YEARS OLD BY AGE AND SEX:
OCTOBER 1964 TO OCTOBER 1974
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Table 3. COLLEGE ENROLLMENT OF THE POPULATION 14 TO 34 YEARS OLD,
BY SEX AND RACE: OCTOBER 1964 TO OCTOBER 1974
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Yable 4. COLLEGE ENROLLMENT OF THE POPULATION 16 YEARS OLD AND OVER,
BY AGE AND SEX: OCTOBER 1970 TO OCTOBER 1974
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3 10 34 YEARS OLD, BY AGE, SEX, RACE,
CHARACTERISTICS: OCTOBER 1974
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18 and 19 yearseeieiiovoerans d, 782 1,741 45,8 ELiL 1,242 1,171 2,151 KE PR 1,840 dn.6 T 187
20 and 21 yearsR.iieieeeerones 3,968 1,241 4.8 a5 1,200 1,040t 2,327 65,2 1,768 19.5 anu 15,7
22 to 24 FEAPS o0 sreranrarnnns 3,985 #61 19.4 18 LEK] 675 4,004 LIUAY] 4,311 66,7 642 14.9
25 to 29 years.,.. cesiaees 7,698 975 12.7 23 941 ERL 6,720 87.9 3,581 72.4 1,138 147
30 to 34 YoArf. . eaiieeneeenes 6,435 44 6,7 14 20 121 8,0 9, 4,670 72.6 1,481 2,7
Female, 3 to 44 years.,.. 58,879 29,082 531.4 25,182 Jd,801 2,765 27,596 AKX, 7 19,350 Jdi.1 8, 24 145
Jand 4 years,coiierecereonns Jd,410 1,008 29,5 1,006 - - 2,103 .5 - - 2, 100 70,5
S and B vYOarS. et essecerrarene 3, 444 Jd,140 94,4 d, 140 - - PIR| a4, - - 20 4,1
A IO B Y 5,238 5,197 99,2 5,197 - - 41 U, R - - " 0.8
O to 1Y yearse.iniiaeeenenes 8,010 7,986 29,7 7,988 - - 249 0.3 - - 29 0,4
14 and 13 vears.o.iviesvnnnes 1,135 4,048 97.9 4,045 3 3 L ¥ RIS ) 0.1 LK 2,0
16 and 17 Years. . veveeveenees 4,108 3,376 87,1 KITIE] 182 1492 329 12.9 R L d.d Jdad 9,6
18 and 19 years...ievieannens 4,040 1,841 40,7 304 1,445 1,209 2,:4498 59,4 1,800 141.6 296 14.7
20 and 21 yeard.cieeiioonenns 3,903 1,014 26,0 R LU LEE} 2,884 74,0 2,263 38,0 626 16,0
22 to 24 yoearS..ceineinnennes 5,412 fo1 11.1 17 L1 Jd11 A.811 LY 3,9 72.4 L 1.5
25 to 29 years.ceciciininoans 8,202 530 6.7 19 Adl 182 T.0i02 43,3 4,218 0.8 1,131 17.5
30 to I4 yearS.ievetesesnnren 6,880 319 4.6 19 Juo 75 1,061 45,4 3,008 72.8 1,032 2.6
WHITE
Total, 3 to 41 yoars... a8, 184 80,992 34,0 43,211 7,781 5,075 40,142 47.u 32,170 3d4.4 14,022 [
Jand 4 yerraeeceeiirnreronas 3,804 1,858 28,6 1,658 - - EREH 71,4 - - 4,146 71.1
5 and B8 yeard.ceseonrnnonrnes 5,697 5,378 "4 9,479 - - Jd19 f,6 - Kk L
7 09 yooarsieeesoienantaranes 8,950 8,878 99,2 8,878 - - 74 0,8 - - 71 (1K ]
10 to 13 yearsiiceeirinrnsens 13,784 13,708 "9 4 oy, 706 - - 7 u.8 - - ™ 0.8
14 and 15 yearS..oeeieronnnes 7,128 4,992 N1 G, 088 4 4 136 1.9 | 0,1 132 1.8
16 and 17 years.covovivansass 7,088 8,208 87,9 3,949 267 242 852 12.1 198 2.8 644 2.3
18 and 19 years.eioieaseanies 8,707 2,859 42.6 R 2,408 2,108 Jd, KN 87,1 2,803 41.8 1,045 15.4
20 and 21 years..eooeeiroroees B, 150 1,977 Jdn,7 RLJ 1,840 1,671 4,473 69, Jd, 548 55.0 924 14.3
22 t0 29 years.. . careecannons 8,984 1,363 15.2 22 1,31 §35 7,621 81,8 8,478 71.u by 4.8
25 tn 20 years...ciiieieiinnes 14,963 1,339 9.6 31 1,308 ERL 12,6824 9,4 10,548 75.0 2,070 14.9
I0 tn Id yearsevartercarnrvres- -11,8568 637 - 8.8 24 813 158 |- 11,021 L2 ) R0l [ 74,6 | - 2,830 20,0
Mate, 3 to JY yrarseeooes 47,976 28,171 63,2 22,104 3,d67 dy164 21,0U5 44,8 15,009 di.d 6,130 1.4
Jand 4 years...eoieencannans 2,872 B23 7.7 823 - - 2,149 72,3 - -~ 2,149 72,3
3 and 8 years.sisoeaaasoconns 2,913 2,781 94.8 2,781 - - 132 5.2 - - 152 X2
7 09 yoars..ci it iinrenes 4,572 1,830 99,1 4,530 - - 42 0,4 - - 12 o, 1
10 to 13 years...eva, 7,044 8,987 99,2 8,987 - - 57 0,8 - - Y4 ([N ]
1% and 15 years.. ... 3,635 3,571 88,2 3,568 3 K] a4 1.8 - - 4 1.8
16 and 17 yearB..voosavnrasas 3,376 3,155 88,2 3,029 125 11R 421 11.8 LE] 2.4 437 9.4
18 and 19 years..oovvnreronas 3,289 1,188 45,58 343 1,143 1,035 1,779 51,8 1,211 47.1 568 17.4
20 and 21 years..sesiocannton 3,108 1,087 38.0 20 1,087 924 2,021 65,0 1.572 HO N 449 14.4
22 to 23 YOArB. .. vii i ianians 4,349 436 19,2 189 8425 587 3,814 RO,8 2,850 R7.8 562 12.49
25 to 29 years..cerecicaranns 8,841 873 12,8 18 855 IRH 0,908 7.2 5,022 73.4 Hig 13.8
30 to 39 yeard. . cvsvresevengs 5,702 364 8.4 14 350 a2 5,338 2N.6 14,2249 7.2 t,1y 19.4
Female, 3 to 34 years.... 48,208 24,520 sn9 | 21,107 3,413 2,111 2Y,687 19,1 17,1 35,5 6, H8G 14,7
Jand 4 yoars.eoeaiiiitieenns 2,832 R3S 29,5 835 - - 1,997 70,5 - - 1,997 70,5
2,784 2,617 ad.0 2,617 - - 167 a,.n - - 167 8.0
4,378 4,347 99,3 4,347 - - 32 0,7 - - 42 0.7
to 13 yearsisoriiiein s 8,741 8,719 99,7 8,719 - - 22 o,3 - - 22 0.3
14 and 15 years. cvoveernnnans 3,493 3,421 97.9 3,420 2 2 72 2.1 4 0,1 60 1.9
16 and 17 years..i.vivesvsnss 3,482 3,051 87.6 2,910 141 124 431 12,4 113 d.d 17 9.1
18 and 19 years..ooirane oo 3,442 1,373 39,9 207 1,168 1,083 2,069 én,1 1,592 18.2 477 13.9
20 and 21 yearS..ovoiecennsns 3,342 890 28.8 17 873 746 2,402 74.4 1,876 59.1 474 14,2
22 t0 24 yoars.. . oieeiinrnaas 4,833 527 11.4 11 8186 268 4,108 LEW:] 3,428 74.0 ANO 14.7
23 to 29 yoars..c..iiii000enes 7,122 466 6.5 14 453 153 6,698 93.5 5,526 77.8 1,040 18.9
JO to I yoeard.ie.ecrsertvarons 8,056 273 4.8 10 263 85 5,683 95,4 1,462 71.9 1,221 20,5

8ee fontnotes at end of table.
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Table 5. ENROLLMENT STATUS OF THE POPULATION 3 TO 34 YEARS OLD, BY AGE, SEX, RACE,

SPANISH ORIGIN, AND SELECTED EDUCATIONAL CHARACTERISTICS: OCTOBER 1974—Con.

papud at pony

twhors 18 thousatiis,

Civiilan mertantt 1ty eanl

=80

throlied th Achad Nat enral ted tn schand
—
s
y . High sehoal Not hieh svhonl
At wen, P, abd Foatat vatl In volloge tata
, -‘t".un <h oergdn el atian ] “'l“l v How el graduate srahinate
S ) fege
H 1
‘ Piepeenr 10 (NI :‘ ! Nurher | Percent | Sunber | pervent | Numbier [ercent
: ; ; .
I !
NEGton i X i
Tetab, 4 a3 vears, .. HER I N 1 at.d P01 L3R ixY 8,118 12,7 3,118 RRAH 2,843 18.8
dand b oveares ciiiiii e HIRER wo 2,1 Aou - - 7314 nL4 - - (R 0,90
L T R T ¥ L 1,7 HER] WK L XR - - IR W2 - - 73 7.0
L T T l.-‘--w (IR U 1,031 . - 1 0.8 - - 12 0.8
1 orn 34 vears.. 3,803 2, 2uN 4,8 RIS - - ) (1843 - - K] 0,2
HEoaud 1o vears, 1,145 1,00 Rl [WNEL] 1 [} KH 3.0 - - 49 3.0
16 aned 17 vears. ciiiinnnncens ), ahy 4t a3 Kb K1 142 12,9 27 2.1 11a 10,4
I8 and 19 vt s eoiinoionnnns 1,001 F}) o RIE] BRE g2 a2 ad.0 327 32.8 285 28,1
200 4t Y e AR e e e g 2 KRR 19 199 159 1B T8 430 50,5 233 8.1
L S I N 1,dau Hg 1 12,1 13 132 L] 1,083 H7.9 ™1 2.1 812 6.8
2% 1 28 vealNeeie i naees 1.6 18 14 H.9 16 (R L 1,502 41,1 1,068 84,7 430 26,4
I T T S T P 1, b2 az At iy uN a3 1,304 us,.1 ™7 50.8 AU8 an .,
Male, o U b vt [T EH 1,100 8o, ? 3,784 132 314 2,683 39,3 1,478 21.¢8 1,208 17.7
Boand b ovearsooo o ieieae, 513 158 30,8 135 - - Kil ] 89.7 - - 358 89,7
O and N YA e it en e A Ith] IR UL - . w2 8,2 - . 2 8.2
O T £ T L 775 g | 99, N - - 4 0.5 - - 4 0.5
10t B8 viare. civeei e iiaiaes 1,138 1,151 949,48 1,151 ‘e . 5 0.4 - - 3 0.1
L T TS I B T At a7l 9,1 LAl - - 23 3.9 - - 23 3.9
LR T B B A T O L 3 [R))] o0t 4740 13 14 EL) .98 1] 1.8 43 8,3
18 and 19 yeaPsooiiionnananss 471 24 il 116 o2 s 256 53.9 128 27.0 128 2.0
20 and N vears. it inne - Rt L] 27.7 ] 100 LK 283 72.3 185 47.2 B 25.1
P2 I T KR} LE] 6,1 ? 78 57 448 #4.0 326 61.4 120 22.6
N T T L 734 4 1o ] 70 35 6537 89.6 82 G5.8 175 23.8
SO0 to 31 yearsiseaseensssens H18 L1} 9.7 . - a0 28 858 #0.3 KT 868.3 210 3.0
Fermaje, 3 to 31 veard,,... 7,485 4,59 54,2 3,667 382 274 3,426 13.8 ~1,941 25,9 1,483 18.8
Jand ¥ yearseieeiceinsiieane 514 144 28.0 144 - - 372 72.0 - - 372 72.0
5 and 3 Yoars e cesinrrenrees 497 A58 93N 166 - - 31 $e2 - - 3 6.2
I L 771 743 98.9 73 - - 8 1.1 - - 8 1.1
10 ¢t 13 yeart. sisernsrsnnnes 1.117 1,147 100, n 1.147 - - - - - - - "
14 and 15 years.. veee 591 579 7.9 378 1 1 12 3.1 - - 12 2.1
18 and 17 years.. teae 5556 167 H4,2 RE L 21 18 88 15.8 18 3.2 70 12.6
18 and 19 veardeieisirionseses 530 228 2.1 22 131 121 Kityd 7.9 200 37.7 107 20,2
20 and 21 years.iieeiaceaeaas 301 101 20,1 10 1 ! 400 79.9 283 83.0 135 26.9
22 to 24 yourS.iiciesesnannens 678 €1 a,u [1] 55 ud 817 91.0 425 82.7 192 28.3
25 19 28 yeardiieceisesnonss 95 70 7.7 4 a8 22 813 92.3 LLE] 63.8 261 28.5
A0t S yeardiceiesseseniens TH K] 4.8 10 28 ] 748 95.2 449 57.3 97 37.9
SPANISH ORIGIN
Total, 3 to 341 yoars,.. ¥, 6RO 3,620 54,3 | 3,286 354 247 3,049 45.7 1,227 18.4 1,822 27.3
3 and 4 YeAPS. i ianeres ELK) 123 25.3 123 ~ - 362 74.7 - - 362 4.7
5 and 8 years.. eiees 138 403 92,1 403 - - 45 7.9 - - 35 7.9
720 P YOAPY et istines 590 HR2 94,8 BH2 - - B 1.2 - - 8 1.2
1 to 13 yeatrSeeorionvnneanans 1,050 1,042 99.2 1,042 - - 9 . D8 - - 9 0.8
14 and 15 yoarxiiecsicieiiias 559 437 96.1 537 ~ - 22 3.9 - - 22 3.9
16 and 17 yearS.icsseessssnnns 474 an 78.3 361 11 9 103 21.7 7 1.8 96 20.2
18 aned 19 years.iooeineoensnes 487 214 5.2 99 112 80 258 54.8 117 25.0 139 8.8
20 and 21 years..ieescesienas 127 99 2.2 3 a6 768 328 76.8 178 41.7 150 35.1
22 to 24 years.eeeeiiasiieens A2 49 11.3 5 64 45 543 LE 275 44.9 269 43.8
25 t 29 yrare e e ea s ™4 50 H,7 11 39 1 04 93.3 358 47.4 348 45.9
t 39 VOarBaseessnvrrasnns n1 - 321 -- 4.8 | - - 32 8 879 "85.4 292| - 41.0 387 54.4
Maiv, J Lo 1 yearsieae., 3,388 1,871 56,0 1,674 198 130 1,467 44.0 567 17.0 900 27.0
Sand ¥ years..iiiirassirnnes 252 38 23.5 59 - - 193 78.5 - - 193 78.5
5 antt B youPdiisairiiiirnin, 217 202 93.1 202 - - 13 8.9 - - 18 6.9
TN D Years.ioessssesssnssas 334 328 98.3 328 - - <] 1.7 - - 8 1.7
10 tn 13 vears.ssecasssensees 557 549 98.5 349 - - 9 1.8 - - 9 1.8
14 and 10 years.ooeecnseienas 292 28R 97.9 288 - - [ 2.1 - - -] 2.1
16 and 17 yoars.soiesaososenas 251 1898 78.86 192 6 2] 54 21.4 3 1.8 49 19.8
I8 and 19 years.ooiesssansass 222 104 46.8 49 55 45 118 53.2 40 18.1 78 35.1
20 and 21 years.eeescascee.ss 208 48 22.3 2 44 33 160 77.7 80 38.7 80 38.0
22 to 24 yeard.iiiiaasinaanns 292 42 14.8 - 42 27 250 R3.5 129 44.2 121 41.3
25t 29 YeRPds st sennans 386 32 8.4 ] 24 15 353 91.6 192 419.8 161 4.9
30 to 3 years.iessinsssrsnee 32R 21 7.4 - 24 3 304 92.8 122 37.1 182 85.5
Fuemale, 3 to 34 years.... 3,331 1,749 52.5 1,692 158 117 1,582 47.5 €80 19.8 022 27.7
3 and 4 yeardicieiiiiasnencnns 233 84 27.4 a4 - - 189 2.8 - - 169 2.8
5 and 6 yearssoooiisas 221 201 814 201 - - 20 8.9 - - 20 8.9
7Tto9 yeardeueeessecns 358 333 99,2 353 - - 3 0.8 - - 3 0.8
10 to 13 yearaiciiiasananaoes 493 493 100.0 493 - - - - - - - -
14 and 15 years.iceieesnienns 267 251 9.1 251 - - 16 5.8 - - 18 5.9
18 and 17 years.csseossasanan 223 174 77.9 169 5 3 49 2.1 3 1.3 46 20.8
18 and 19 yearS..sceeossenses 245 107 } 43.7 51 88 48 138 58.3 77 31.2 82 2.1
20 and 21 yoars.ecessssassarea 221 53 23.9 2 51 41 168 78.1 29 44.8 70 31.8
22 tn 24 yearS8.essiiaeiannian 320 27 8.4 5 22 18 293 91.¢8 148 40.5 148 4.2
23 to 29 years..oiieeasonnons 369 18 4.9 3 15 3 351 95.1 168 45.0 185 80.1
I0 to 34 years...eisesarenons 383 8 2.2 - 8 ] 378 97.8 170 44.3 208 $3.8

RIC

~ Represents zero,

tpersons of Spanish origin may be any race.



