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ABSTRACT
This report contains social and economic

characteristics of students from nursery schools through higher
education. The figures are based on the Current Population Survey
conducted in October 1974 by the Bureau of the Census. The following
tables are included: (1) School Enrollment of the Population 3 to 34
Years Old by Level and Control of School and Race: October 1964 to
October 1974; (2) School Enrollment of the Population 3 to 34 Years
Old by Age and Sex: October 1964 to October 1974; (3) College
Enrollment of the Population 14 to 34 Years Old, by Sex and Pace:
October 1964 to October 1974; (4) College Enrollment of the
Population 16 Years Old and Over, by Age and Sex: October 1970 to
October 1974; and (5) Enrollment Status of the Population 3 to 34
Years Old, by Age, Sex, Race, Spanish Origin, and Selected
Educational Characteristics: October 1974. (Author/RM)
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SCHOOL ENROLLMENT-SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC
CHARACTERISTICS OF STUDENTS: OCTOBER 1974
(Advance report)

The total number of persons 3 to 34 years old
enrolled in school in the fall of 1974 was 60.3 million
students, 1.5 percent above the 1973 level of 59.4
million. Most of the increase occurred in nursery
school and college enrollment with changes of about
280,000 and 650,000, respectively. Elementary school
enrollment (grades 1 through 8) has declined since the
early 1970's, reflecting decreases in the population of
elementary school age rather than changes in propor
tions enrolled. Nearly all persons of elementary school
age are enrclled in school because of compulsory
attendance laws for persons 6 to 15 years old (see table
2). The number of births has been decreasing since the
early 1960's, resulting in smaller cohorts entering
elementary school each year. The fertility decline has
not yet affected high school enrollment since these
smaller cohorts have not reached high school age and it
will not affect college enrollment until around 1980.

These results are based on the Current Population
Survey conducted in October 1974 by the Bureau of
the Census; the figures are for the civilian noninstitu
tional population,

Elementary and pre Primary enrollment. Nursery
school attendance was higher than 10 years ago despite
the decreases in births. Between 1964 and 1974
enrollment in nursery school tripled from about
470,000 to 1.6 million. During that time the popula
tion of 3 and 4-yearolds decreased from 8.4 to 7.0

million, but the proportion enrolled in school increased
from 10 percent to 29 percent of the age group (table
2). In the same 10year period, kindergarten attend
ance increased by 15 percent from 2.8 to 3.3 million.
Among 5yearolds, 70 percent were enrolled in school
in 1964 and 90 percent in 1974.

Most formal education now takes place in public
schools, but about threefourths of nursery school
students are enrolled in private schools. Although
private elementary school enrollment has not changed
significantly in the last year, the number of children
attending private elementary schools has decreased In
the last 10 years by 1,7 million. Enrollment in private
schools declined from 15 percent to 10 percent of the
total elementary enrollment. Total enrollment in ele-
mentary school was about the same in 1974 as in 1964.

College enrollment, College enrollment for persons
14 to 34 years old reached a new high of 8.8 million
persons in 1974, about 8 percent higher than in 1973.
The substantial increase in college enrollment in the
past year occurred mainly among females, older stu
dents and blacks; the increases took place in public
collegesprivate college enrollment did not change.

Several major chango have occurred in the college
population since 1970. The number of women college
students increased by 30 percent since that year;
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whereas Aron have increased by only about 12 percent.
In fact, the increase in 1111111[w! Oi lit)11101 ill college
accounted for about 63 percent of the increase in
college enrollment in the past 4 years. The proportion
of the college student population that wiis female
increased to 44 percent in 1974 compared with 41
percent in 1970. This continues a tiend toward a
greater proportion of female college St llaelltS during
the past 20 years.

College enrollment for blacks has also increased
substantially since 1970. There were about 300,000
more New college students enrolled in college in 1974
than in 1970, a 56 percent increase in 4 years, and a

250 percent increase in 10 years (see table 3). The
increase in black college enrollment has resulted in an
increase in their proportion of all college students from
5 11011;i1tIt in 1964 to 7 percent in 1970 and 9 percent
in 1974. About 12 percent of all persons 18 to 21
years old are black, thus blacks rtill represent a smaller
proportion of college students than of the total
population. About 350,000 persons of Spanish origin
were enrolled in college during 1974, about 4 percent
of the college population.

College students were more likely to be attending
part time in 1974 than in 1970. During the 1960's,
approximately 78 percent of all students were attend-
ing fell time; however, in 1974 the proportion declined
to 72 percent as part-time enrollment increased 60
percent and full-time enrollment increased by 10
percent since 1970. The increase in the number of
part-time college students is due to a large increase in
the number of persons 25 years old or over. attending

college in the past few years.' A greater proportion of
25. to 344/eat-olds were enrolled in college in 1974
than at any time during the past 10 year s, The
oroportion of persons 18 to 24 years old attending
college has remained about the same, or declined
slightly, during .he past 4 years. Since the fall of 1970,
the number of 18 to 24 year old college students
increased by about 9 percent while enrollment for
persons 25 to 34 years old increased by 63 percent.
Thus the fall 1974 college population was older and
more likely to be enrolled part time than in the 1960's.

Enrollment figures have been collected on persons
35 years old and over since 1972. The number of
persons 35 years old and over enrolled in college
increased by 30 percent since that time to about 1
million students in the fall 1974. About 80 percent of
persons of this age in college were attending part time.
This rapid increase in enrollment among older persons
may be me to a recognized need for retraining or to
recruitment efforts of colleges, and perhaps to the
recent decline in family size.

Since the figures presented in this report are based
on sample data, they may differ from the figures that
would have been obtained from a complete census. The
sampling variation may be relatively large where the
numbers shown are small. A more complete statement
on the variability due to sampling, as well as more
detailed information will be issued in a later report in
this series.

About 17 percent of 18. to 24yearolds were attending
college part time while 63 percent of 25 to 34year.olds were
attending part time.
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Table 1. SCHOOL ENROLLMENT OF THE POPULATION 3 TO 34 YEARS OLD BY LEVEL AND
CONTROL OF SCHOOL AND RACE: OCTOBER 1964 TO OCTOBER 1974
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Table 2. SCHOOL ENROLLMENT OF THE POPULATION 3 TO 34 YEARS OLD BY AGE AND SEX:
OCTOBER 1964 TO OCTOBER 1974
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Table 3. COLLEGE ENROLLMENT OF THE POPULATION 14 TO 34 YEARS OLD,
BY SEX AND RACE: OCTOBER 1964 TO OCTOBER 1974

(Numbers ta thousands. Ut%tllan annintttutlonnl nonnlatinnl.11*
Sox and ra 71971 -I 1973 1 1472 1 1471 I 1970 1969

-

190N 14,117 1994

1---

1 1941 1904

All. RACES
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NE6H0
I

I
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Maly W2 358 3041 343 23 230 221 199 154 126 120
Fem.'.

- ....-
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Table 4. COLLEGE ENROLLMENT OF THE POPULATION 16 YEARS OLD AND OVER,
BY AGE AND SEX: OCTOBER 1970 TO OCTOBER 1974
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Table 5. ENROLLMENT STATUS OF THE POPULATION 3 TO 34 YEARS OLD, BY AGE, SEX, RACE,
SPANISH ORIGIN, AND SELECTED EDUCATIONAL CHARACTERISTICS: OCTOBER 1974

Age. KO:, l'31.0. and

Snan164 origin

ALL HAUS

3 34 marg.,
3 and 1 years
5 4641 6 years

7 to 9 oars
19 to 13 Years
14 and 15 year, .......
16 .061 17 yotrs

14 and 14 aas
20 and 21 yews
22 to 24 sears
25 to 29 years
30 t. :d1 years

V4I0, a to 34 years
d and

S .Ind 6 years

7 to 9 years
19 to In years
14 and 15 year,

16 and 17 year,
18 and 19 years
20 and 21 years
22 to 24 years
25 to 29 years
30 to 34 years

Female, 3 to 34 years..
3 and 4 years
5 and 6 years
7 to 9 years
-0 to 13 years
14 and 13 years
16 and 17 years
18 and 19 years
20 and 21 years ..

22 to 24 years
25 to 29 years
30 to 34 years

WHITE

total, 3 to 34 years
3 and 4 yearn
5 and 6 years
7 to 9 years
10 to 13 years
14 and 15 years.
18 and 17 years
18 and 14 years
20 and 21 years
22 to 24 years
25 to 29 years
30 to 34 years

2310. 3 to 31 years
3 and 4 years
5 and 8 years
7 to 9 years
10 to 13 years
11 and 15 years
16 and 17 years
18 and 19 years
20 and 21 years
22 to 24 years
25 to 29 years
30 to 34 years

Female, 3 to 34 years
3 and 4 years
5 and 8 years
7 to 9 years
10 to 13 years
14 and 15 years
16 and 17 years
18 and 19 years
20 and 21 years
22 to 24 years
25 to 29 years
30 to 34 years

See footnotes at end of table.

u.91Iftht111111-Wal 11pulAtIonl

141 .11

population

I:Broiled in seit11

smalfmaNN.Ilialer+,-...,

Sot vttro11,91 in

rota)
Hol.m

lo

In 60113419 Total
910 senool

graduate

Not 9,gh 604,1
Cradliatv

Numbor 1'1'0691 I-o131
Full
11M Son111. Pereont P.' 1.6''111 It'reotit

112,340 20,259 53,11 51,132 6,627 6,351 52,121 hi. 1 36026 32.1 16,903 11.2
9,966 2,096 39.9 2,009 4,964 71.2 1,900 71.2
'3,3417 .1,421 94,3 6,421 397 5,m 397
14,277 14,5:45 99,1 19,5m5 1 9.9 91 0.9
16,331
m.13

10,24m

m,113m

99.5
367.9

16,34M

6,233 5

345

175 2.1 6.1

34:,

179

(1,3
2,11

m,298 7,291 347,4 6,967 391 271 1,447 12.1 229 2.m 774 . I
7,3422 3,375 43.1 777 2,567 2,2m3 4,147 56.9 3.1I6 10.2 1.302 16.6
7,171 2,254 30.2 63 2,142 1,4,3 :1,017 69,m 4,031 5101 1,165 15.6

10,377 1,562 15.1 35 1,527 9:49 14,3415 /44.9 7,232 104.7 1,563 15.3
11.900 1,525 9,6 43 1.4m2 620 11,375 90.1 11.692 71.3 2,567 16.1
13,315 753 5.7 33 729 19m 12,562 94.3 9,672 72.7 2,66! 21.7

55,711 31,177 58.4 26,254 4.926 3,5145 24,535 44.9 16,77m 20.1 7,757 12.9
3,537 1,944 216.1 1,940 2.557 71.9

X194

71,9
3,414 3,2m0 94.4 3,2m0 194 5,6 5.6
5,43m 5,346 99.1 5,3344 50 0.9 0,9
,4,323 8,2132 99.3 4,262 61 9.7 61 0.7
4,27m 4,191 96,9 4,144 47 2.9 347 2.0
4,193 3,715 66.6 3,573 142 132 4711 11. 93 2.2 3345

3,7m2 1,731 45.6 46m 1,262 1,171 2,951 31.2 1,345 35.6 796 14.7
3,56m 1,241 34.6 35 216: 10.4 2,327 65.2 1,76M 19.5 :,fill 15.7
4,985 961 19.4 1m 943 675 4,044 3411.11 3,311 66.7 692 13.9
7.69m 975 12.7 23 951 43m 6,723 67.3 5,591 72.6 1,133 11.7
6,435 434 9.7 14 429 121 0,991 93.3 4,679 72.9 1,331 29.7

56,679 29,082 51.3 25,162 3,91)1 2,765 27,546 46,7 19.359 31.1 m.246 14.5
3,410 1,006 29.3 1,406 2,192 79.5 2,193 70.5
3,344 3,1411 93.9 3,149 293 6.1 203 6.1
5,23m 5,197 99.2 5,197 41 9.m 0.6
11,1111) 7.9346 99.7 7,960 24 0.3 24 0.3
1.135 4,04M 97.9 4,045 347 2.1 1 4.1 63 2.0
4,105 3,576 67.1 3,414 162 142 529 12.9 139 3.3 393 9.6
4,940 1,644 40,7 399 1,335 1,209 2,296 59.3 1,3464 44.6 590 14.7
3,903 1,014 26.9 2m 966 mI4 2,m89 740/ 2,263 514.0 626 16.4
5,412 601 11.1 17 564 311 4./01 34,4,9 3,921 72.4 699 111.5
N ,292 559 6.7 19 531 1 ,42 7.652 93,3 6,21m 75.m 1,434 17.5
6,mmO 319 4.6 19 394 75 6,561 95.4 5.99m 72.m 1,552 22.6

96,164 50,992 53.0 43,211 7,7341 5,575 45,192 47.9 32,170 33.4 13.022 13.3
5,1014 1,65m 26,6 1.65m 4,146 71.4 4,146 71.4
5,697 5,379 91.4 .3,279 319 5.9 al9 5.6
8.95n 8,878 99.2 8,276 74 N 71 0.6
13,784 13,706 99,4 .3,796 734 0.6 7m 0.6
7,128 6,992 96.1 9.9mm 4 136 1.9 4 9.1 132 1.34

7,958 0,2(16 347.9 5,939 267 242 252 12.1 19m 2.m 654 9.3
6,707 2,859 42.13 550 2,30M 2,19m 3,mIm 57.1 2,1913 41.34 1.945 15.6
6,459 1,977 39.7 334 1.949 1,671 4,473 69.:1 3,54m 55.9 924 11.3
m,9344 1,363 15.2 22 1,341 M55 7,621 M I di 6,37m 71.9 1,243 13.m
13,983 1,339 9.6 31 1,30m 53m 12,62 99.4 14,54m 75.5 2.979 14.9

-11,658 1337 5.5 24 613 15m 11,021 94.n m.691 71.9 2,230 -20,9

47,976 26,171 55.2 22,104 4,367 3,164 21,505 44,m 15,069 31.4 6,435 13.4
2,972 823 27.7 823 2,149 72.3 2,149 72.3
2,913 2,761 94.8 2,761 152 5.2 152 5.2
4,572 4.539 99.1 4.530 42 11.9 12 0.1
7,044 6,9347 99.2 6,967 57 11, 34 57 n.m
3.635 3,571 98.2 3,56% 3 3 64 1.4 64 1.m
3,578 3,155 88.2 3,929 125 112 21 11.M m4 2.4 337 9.4
3,265 1,466 45.5 343 1,143 1,1)55 1,779 54.5 1,211 37.1 56m 17.4
3,108 1,087 35.9 20 1,067 924 2,921 65.9 1.572 449 14.4
4,349 636 19.2 11 625 5347 3.513 80.m 2,959 67.m 562 12.9
6,641 873 12.8 18 855 385 5,96m M7.2 5.922 73.4 946 13.m
5,702 364 6.4 14 350 92 5,33m 93.6 4,229 74.2 1,199 19.4

0,298 24,520 59.9 21.197 3,413 2,411 23,8347 9.1 17,101 35.5 6,5346 13.7
2,832 835 29.5 M35 1,997 70.5 1,997 70.5
2,784 2,617 94.9 2,617 167 0,0 167 0.0
4,378 4,347 99.3 4,347 32 0.7 32 9.7
6,741 6,719 99.7 6,719 22 0.3 22 9.3
3,493 3,421 97.9 3,420 2 2 72 2.1 4 0.1 67 1.9
3.482 3,051 87.8 2,910 141 124 431 12.4 113 3.3 317 9.1
3,442 1,373 39.9 207 1,166 1,053 2,069 60.1 1,592 6.2 477 13.9
3,342 890 26.6 17 673 746 2,452 73.4 1,976 59.1 479 14.2
4,635 527 11.4 11 516 26m 4,10m 66.6 3,42m 74.0 6m9 14.7
7,122 488 6.5 14 453 153 6,656 93.5 5,526 77.6 1,130 15.9
5,956 273 4.6 10 263 65 5,683 45,4 4,462 74.9 1,221 20.5
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Table 5. ENROLLMENT STATUS OF THE POPULATION 3 TO 34 YEARS OLD, BY AGE, SEX, RACE,
SPANISH ORIGIN, AND SELECTED EDUCATIONAL CHARACTERISTICS: OCTOBER 1974-Con.

11,eln9ri in In.nsands, Civilian non,w.tttnii.nal popnlat,o6t

, 111
.10.191 41, 0'14 Ir.

Enrol led 49 Se 1,,11

r.r.it . it -.9,p111.11 It.' I

.1.1Nori,er ! Per, .10

NEil0

J-I

:1 and 1 v..ir
and 6 veal, .

7 to 'I 1.01r
10 10 13 re 1 .

I I .1191 IS, v,.11,
16 and 17 v. &I.:

Ill and I'' %ar.
0 and 21 yelps
22 to 21 veil.,
25 to 29 v.11.4
:111 to 31 V.11's

1 (..12,;

1..-29

1,007
1,5141

404

1,1145
1,104
1,901

1012

1,,;1'9

1,6114

1,11)2

s,21.
t,

924

1,334

2,295
1,130
959

41
209

1111

1411

n7

i

1 57.3
24.1
32,s

99.4
44,14
97..E

147.1

4,0
23.4
12.1
14.0
..9

.1 I., at ',ear, 6,141 4,13 6(1.7

3 and 1 yews 513 155 30.3
and 1r nis )1.s

7 1., 11 y,11,1 775 771 99.5
10 to 13 years 1,139 1,131 99..6
14 and 11 1r irs 394 571 90.1

10 _Ind 17 v.. 515 191 90.1

18 and Id years 471 219 6.1
211 311 21 ye.114 391 148 27.7
22 to 21 voles 531 145 16.0
23 to 29 years 733 76 10.4
30 to 31 years 618 611 9.7

Female, 3 to 31 7,485 4,059 54.2
3 and 1 years 519 114 28.4
5 and 4 years 497 466 93.14

7 to 9 year% 771 783 98.9
10 to 13 year. 1.147 1,147 1181.0

14 and 13 years 591 579 97.9
16 and 17 years 555 67 144.2

10 and 19 years 530 223 42.1
20 and 21 years 501 101 2(1.1

22 to 24 years 67m El 9.0
25 to 29 years 915 70 7.7
34 to 34 years 7141 38 4.8

SPANISH 08161N

Total, 3 to 34 years 6,669 3,620 51.3
3 and 4 years 185 123 25.3
5 and 6 years 1314 103 92.1
7 to .1 years 690 982 98.8
10 to 13 years 1,050 1,042 99.2
14 and 15 years 559 537 96.1
19 and 17 years 474 371 78.3
18 and 19 years 467 211 15.2
20 and 21 years 127 99 23.2
22 t., 24 yearn 812 69 11.3
25 to 29 year. 754 50 6.7

--30 to 34 years.... 711 32 4.8

mate, J to J1 years 3,33n 1,871 56.0
3 and 4 years 252 39 23.5
5 and 6 years 217 202 93.1
7 to 9 years 334 328 98.3
10 to 13 years 557 549 98.5
14 and 15 years 292 209 97.9
16 and 17 years 251 198 78.6
IN and 19 years 222 104 46.8
20 and 21 years 200 6 22.3
22 to 24 years 292 42 14.5
25 to 29 years 386 32 8.4
30 to 34 years 328 24 7.4

Female, 3 to 34 years 3.331 1.749 52.5
3 and 4 years 233 64 27.4
5 and 6 years 221 201 91.1
7 to 9 years 356 353 99.2
10 to 13 years 493 493 100.0
14 and 15 years 267 251 94.1
16 and 17 years 223 174 77.9
18 and 19 years 245 107 43.7
20 and 21 years 221 53 23.9
22 to 24 years 320 27 8.4
25 to 29 years 369 18 4.9
30 to 34 years 383 8 2.2

- Represents zero.
'Persons of Spanish origin may be any race.

Neal

Noaher

7,1o1

.o''
931

1,531
3,V1,1
1,119

445
2119

19

13

10

10

3,734
135
A614

771

1,151
571

479
116

9

7

6

3,667
144
466
763

1.147
578
46
92
10

6

4

10

3,260
123
103
6142

1,042
537
381

99
3

5

11

-

1,671
59

202
328
549
286
192
49
2

-

8
-

1.592
64

201
353
493
251
189
51

2

5

3

-

I I 010

1

32 30
233 221

14111 139
132

136 56

1444 33

122 314

13 13

102 101

100 113

78 57
70 33

60 28

392 276

1 1

21 18

131 121

91 ,7

55 "4
66 22
28 6

354 247

11

112 9(1

96 78

64 45
39 IS

32

196 131)

10

6 8

55 45

44 33

42 27

24 15
24 3

158 117

G

5 3

58 48
51 41

22 18

15 3

8

0,113

730
73

12

5

35

142

362

6113

1,063
1 ,;10«
1 ,;401

2,685
358
12

.1

5

23

54

256
283

446
657
558

3,129
372
31

12

88
307

400

617
813

746

3,049

362
35

8

9

22

103
256

328
543
704

679

1,467
193

15

8

9
6

34
118

180
250
353
304

1,582

leg
20

3

18
49

138

168
293

351

375

Not enrolled Ill school

High
graduate

Net 1111;11 80001
gradnale

Percent Number Perron'

12,7
711, II

1.2
0.8
4.2
30)

12.9
50.0
76.6

87.9
91.1

93.1

39.3
69.7
8.2
0.5
0.4
3.9
P.9
53.9
72.3
84.0
89.6
90.3

45.8
72.0

9.2
1.1

2.1

15.8

57.9
79.9
91.0
92.3
95.2

45.7
74.7

7.9
1.2

. 0.8

3.9
21.7
54.8
78.8
N8.7
93.3
-95.4

44.0
78.5
6.9
1.7

1.5
2.1

21.4
53.2
77.7
85.5

91.6
92.6

47.5

72.8
8.9
0.8

5.9
22.1

56.3

76.1
91.8
95.1
97.8

Number ',Trent

4,18 23.t)

27 2.1

327 32.6
4511 50.5
751 62.1

1,006 64.7
797 50.8

1,478 21.8

9

128
185

326
82
341,

'1,941

18

200
265
425
5144

449

1,227

7

117
178
275
358
292

567

5

40
80

129
192
122

680

3
77

99
146
186
170

40

1.6

27.0
47.2
61.1
63.8
56.3

25.9

3.2
37.7
53.0
62.7
63.8
57.3

18.4

1.6

25.0
41.7

44.9
47.4
41.0

17.0

1.8

18.1

38.7
44.2
49.8
37.1

19.8

1.3

31.2
44.6
4.).5

45.0
44.3

2.693
730
73

12

5

35

115

235
233
312
436
5014

1,2014
358
12
4

5

23

45
128

98
120
175

210

1,485
372
31

12
70

107
135

192
261

297

1,822
362
35

9

22
96

139
150
289
348

287

900
193

15

6
9
8

49
78
NO
121

161

182

922
169
20
3

18

46
82
70

148
185
205

114.8
70.9
7.2
0,8
0,2
3.0
10.4

23.4
26.1

25.5
26.4
36.2

17.7
69.7
8,2
0.5
0.4
3.9
8.3
26.9
23.1

22.6
23.9
34.0

19.8
72.0
41.2

1.1

2.1
12.6
20.2
26.9
28.3
28.5
37.9

27.3
74.7
7.9
1.2
0.8
3.9
20.2

19.8
35.1

43.8
45.9
54.4

27.0
78.5
8.9
1.7
1.5
2.1

19.8
35.1
39.0
41.3
41.9
55.5

27.7
72.6
8.9
0.8

5.9
20.8
25.1
31.5
48.2
50.1
53.5


