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' L Nevspapers are-extensively used as- the primary source
material in all classes at Emerson Blemenpi&y,thool, Granite City,
I1linois. TextPooks and.othgr resources are used to supplement. the .
daily issues of the St, Louis Globe-Democrat-received at the school.
Learning activities and'the-rolg-of the newspaper vary in each ’

‘classroom, The nevspaper's use is limited ondy by the teacher's
imagination. :Teachers sometimes use the newspaper as a . majo

}

. instructional tool while,at other times they use it as an enrichmeht

and motivationil technique, Students use all aspects of the newspaper'
from headlines to advertisements,/ sports statistics, and current

- articles. For example, 2 number of students in a £ifth grade class

glay the market each day. 'A -Trans World Airline advert{isement is used .
n kindergarden classes to identify airlines that are alike and those
“that are different. h‘prin:iy group uses the’ same ad for studying )
arrival and departure times and drawing the times on.faces of clocks.
Special education, music, and art teachers also find the neyspaper

% .

_‘useful. An evaluation of the program indicates that it is Snccessful.'.,
Using the information presented, interested teachers-can dapt .this =~ .

_program-into their own curriculum. (Author/JR) i
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Gitting down w.ith. a cup of coffee and a newspaper is not Just a relaxing way
to-start the day fob teachers at Fmerson Elementary ScMool in Granite City,

. . R |

‘I1linois. While Fmerson teachers read the morning news, they are also tormulating -

plans fur teaching ‘their classes that day. Ulessons, activities, -and assiynments

are all ingpired by what they find in the paper. When the first bell rings, the

teachers are ready with a fresh, timely curricudum for their students,
Incorporating the newspaper into classroom teaching is not a new ldea, but .

" most schools use newspapers only to enrich textbook -teaching. At Emerson the A"___

newspager is the. primary squrce material; textbooks and other resources are used
to:upp ement the daily issues of the St. Louis GloEe-Damog:at recelved at the
school, | ce S Y ' Coe
-In the two years Newspaper in the Classcoom, NICﬁhas been used at Emerson,
the upproach had galned wide favor among teavhers, studshts, and ‘parents. Alfred
wilson, Emerson's principal, cites improved student.attitudes,‘bettor attendange,
reduced discipline problems, enriched curriculum, and increased studentSparent
. L]
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NEWSPAPERS IN EMERSON CLASSROOMS R e e e

While the concept of using newspa;')ers in the classroom seems aimple at first
glance, implementing the practice gn a day-to-day basis is more complex. Bt
Emeraon the "textbooks” arrive each morning when some 330 Globe-Democrat news~

papors are delivered to the school and distributed to classrboms. Thia ‘deldvery -, '

provides g newspaper for every student in grades K through 6.

° As students come into the classroom, they pick up their copy of _thé 'piperc

and head for their desks. Mahy tea ars give students a 15 to 20 minute free-
readfng period to glance through™the paper and read their favorite gections;
teachers feel this routine encourages students to dqvelop a habit of ‘daily néws-
paper. reading, After fhe free-reading period, class work begins, A-tour of
Emerson classrooms on a typical day. Vould demonstrate the variety and creativity
fostered by the NIC approach, * - ) L o

" In the kindergarten class, both teacher and pupils are delighted to £ind a
two-page T.W.A. advegtisement featuring pictures of many airplhues.. Rindergart-
nerd are given the task of identifying the planes that aré a &nd those that
are different. Children cut out other pictures in :he paper to¥tudyshapes. .
The large~-type headlines are used for finding alphabet letters- afid coun ding

nunbers, There :I.s_n line drawing in one advertisemgut .whigh makes’a good coloring

pletur s

. R ot .
s Primsry grade youngsters are fin\!ng just aB many activ.ties in their papers.

Pirst-grade*students who are able to read the headlines discover the rhymifig

. words’"jail" and "bail." The teacher asks them to name other words that fit the

rhyming sequence. Second graders are practicing writing their addresses and
phone numbers by filling in a coupon found in an advertisement. :

The ptimary grade® students are interested in the same T.W.A, advertisement
used by the kindergartners, but they are studying the arrival-and departure times
in the ad. Youngsters draw the times on the face of ja paper .clqck in a time-

telling exercise. Prices in a supermarket ad make good sddition ¢nd subtraction

problens. . :
Teachers in the third and fourth grades know their pupils like the comic

strips, so they are using the comics for language arts lessons. One student says .

her favorite activity“is “'revriting the 'bubbles' of the comics,” a ®aak which

teaches both punctuation and wyd usage, Students alsc lpok-for contractioms inr. °

advertisements, nouns in front-pag lines, and verbs in the -sportoqneho.

" “The multi-purpose T.W.A. adveftisement is being used by the hiddle graders
too. ‘This time, the ad becomes a geography lesson as students locate thie air=-
1gne's destination poidts on classroom maps.. . T

The nowspaper is fuJ.l‘oLcurrent event topics. Social studies on this day
inclidcs a diecussion of drugs, a topic prompted by an nrtic“on the local drug

g1 ascion., A lesson in consumer buying is combined with practice in math as ‘student

use the prices quoted 4n local ads to determine the cost per unit of various

items. Sports enthusiasts among the youngsters enjoy adding and subtracting . *

the columna of scores from the weekend football games,

Fifth and sixth graders are interested in an article on the voting record of .

local congressmen and senators. They use the statistics quoted in the article
to draw cigcle graphs. A number of studenta have'daveloped a continuing {nterest
in the stock market and use the newspaper's quotations to "play" the market each
d.yo o . . . ' ’ T
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Feature columns ipn the paper, whedt cut mx: and collec:ed. provsde @« new kind
‘of téxthook for the etudents. The "Ask Andy" golumn supplies stullentd with in-
formation on scientific topics varying from how marble id formed to space ex=
. pJ.:;ntion. .A daily healzh column exposes students to & wide range of health .
subjects, . ’
Older youngsters are gquite interested” 1n che political cartoon they f£ind on
the editorial page. The taoul:ing adaignment: .13 to wr'ite an egsay on the meaning
of the cartoon. The task sends many youngsters to their classroom resource texte
books to find more ififormation on the political .ignificqnce of the donkey and -
the elephant in the picturc. .
L. ' Special Education students are ‘not left ‘out of the clanroom newapaper pro= ' o
" gram... In fact, their teacher finds' the newspaper very motivating for students '
with leatnirfg problems; the newspaper represents "real life” to the students ©
and they are proud to uwee it. They look up-uumbers to read thelr dully horo-
scopes, an activity which not only helps them read numbers but also developa !
much needed hand-eye coordination. Studenn ‘also read the food' asction nnd eut  *’
"ot picturea to show how to plan a bnlqsced oeal. . e
Even art and music teachers find tHe newspap€r a source of much activity. A
travel .article and photograghi,mdy inspire a budding artist to recrsate, the
, fcane, A front page write-up on flooding conditions in the Misaissippi valloy .
. brtngo much more meaning to the singing of "0ld Man River." ) , i
Teachera at Ene son_find the possibilities for uming the paper almost end- .
less. The variety and d:l.vautty of learning activities provided in a newspaper
aske each day a new challenge for students and-teachers ilike.,, The Enenon
¢ staff feels the niwspaper approach brings. 4, spon:’aneity and timelinnl to the'

: clasatoos which "textbooko can never match.” .
INITIATING TrlE NIC APPROACH - 0 . .': R B )

; . [ . K
Newspdper in the Cldseroom program .
eived the Jdea some 12 years ago when
ary .schedl in Granite City., In
s ciauroon teaching, Wilson
t& And wondered 1f they could be

o - The otis:l.utor and priu mover behind t
‘.. is the principal, Al Wilson. He actually c¢
' he was a \fixth~grade teacher at another eleﬁi
* using newspapers as a supplementary séurce in’
. noticed the interest thay .goueuted among. lzude
- put to more uss.

During the 1965+66' achool year, Wilson uonducteg*a contyrolled experiment to
determidk, just how effective the newspaper - was: in student achievement. For one
school year Wilson used the newspapen as' the prima iy textbook for all subjects
studied by his sixth gradars; a control group of’sixth graders uaed a traditional
_curriculum. At tha end of the year both groupn*wate tut,ed with tho SRA Achievo- )

= mant Test. m

. .==" " The results were impressive. The students’ ustng the nevspaper tested at an -
‘academic achievement level of ‘6«9, sixth year, ninth month;, the students in the.
unexposed group.aptained a level of 6~5. The différence vas statiaticalty
significant. Broken down into settions, the teE; tesults shoved the newspaper
group ‘outscored their counterparts in social studies, langulge arts, and arith-

, Betic, Thére waa no difference in the groups on reading scores, nnd -cidnce -

was the only area in which the unexposed group cutscored the nevtpnper group.
! . -During the time period studied, the unexposed group g:nd been &nntme&d v:l.c;h edu-
" cational television in their science class.
Based on the results of this experiment, Wilsen uintninod hio intcrelt :I.n

\ﬂt(coucept of NIC after he became principal at Epgrlon, a Title I school.- In .

his fifth year, as the school's administrator, he proposed using the né\upapet - WL

program on @ school-wide basis. . .

Wilson yrecalls there was some-initial heaitmcy on the part of theo‘!nff in
"undertaking the program, but they agreed to give it a thiee-month trial. As it
turned out, it took only three weeks for the teachers to become convinced of the
program's effectiveness. "Since then," Wilson states,:'the success of the program
has depended on the staff’'s enthusiasm and crestivity in using the -cencept.”

- In selecting hig staff, Wilson chose people he felt would be flexible and
innovative. The base staff of 12, plus other part-time employees, were all cre-
_ative in their own way before the implementation of NIC. Now each teacher adapts

the newspaper approach to his student.a naeds and his. own style of tenching., )

[ ]
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PROGRAM EVALUATION" -

After two years the Emerson staff is pleased with the resilts of the Nlc
program, SRA standardized tdsts given to the atudents last spting indicated that
the avirage score for each class from kindsrgarten through the 11::}; grade showed

an achidvement gain of ‘a full year and.in some cases as;much as 'a year and a half.

Wilson carefully'points ocut that Emorson students did not fars as well on the
Cslifornia Test of Basic.Skills 31v¢n to all students in Granite City. First and

. thixd andnu scorsd as well as the city average, but fifth gnd lixuh graders did
not. The Emarson staff is not certaifi. How to account for the test's outcome,

Teachsrs do fesl that no test can fully indfcate the extent ‘of learning goiw
on at Emerson, Daily reading of the newspaper haa given :ho studsnts a remarkable.
familiarity with current events and the world around them. As expressed dy Jack -
Farrow, a fourth grade teacher, "A tast doesn't even know about thesd :htnn. It -

" was compiled four years before any of thew happened.” i

Studsnts hava ‘also gained in. ul!-con!idoncl'u a result of their ”rul-li!o" S
curriculum. One young man states, "I like doing math from the newspapsr bacauss g

. ths problemi, are real, and we are doing ths same thing that grownups ars doing.”
- Anothet sixth-grade youngster says, "The nawspaper has made me a better. student; .
because I now hslp a aeventh grader with her homawork." wﬂse: doubts this is-

. really trus byt notea, "If lhl thinks she is bottot. then thed nupnpor ia navﬁ;
a pdsitive result,"- o

.Tegchera and students bo:h. feel :ho n&w por in the churool has'’ btought ‘ﬂ
outhuohu.'for learning to Emerson, an enth 2 that was lacking béfore the .
program-bagan. -On the few occasions when pewspapers were not delivered,; stu~

-dents voiced vigorous complaiitsi ¥ven thé hard-to-motivate students such ds the

. untn!ly. handicapped havé responded well to the nswapapsy idéa. Mary Resnar,
special education teacher, saya her students are "excited.bscauss eich-day their

_textbook is different.” She adds, "Belisve mse, ;o:t\in; thcu kids excited nbou:
learning "is an accomplishment."

" * How do paxents feel about the progran? - Judging !ron the Jetters to the
editor in the local newspsper and pouml feedbeck to faculty-members, they sre
-&s enthusiastic as their children. One parent sxpressed her support by-saying,
4 "Maaltime has taken on a totaily new dimension et our house now. We sit and hav!
ouch interesting discussions. It hn ‘brought our. !uny q}our :o;oam as ln o
un to communicate so muck more."

o The program has not been in effect Jong onou;h to thoroughly svaluste nm-

- dents’ adjuomv?g:n junior high after leaving Emsrson. Howaver, tntorvim

4
]

‘with the Weventhgrade teachera indicate that the former otutfqnn are’ doing quito
well. ‘One teacher noted that although some &f the Eoerson students were average
in akills, they were wch broadex 1n their general knovledsg an{ 1utuuto thcn
other- otudonn. o ‘

h - & \.

NIC .MAKING it HORK _ -, ' .“ .
‘As word of Ennon.n Nwopnpor in the Classroon nppronch cirtqhteo uong el
"educators, ths staff of the school ia often asked to conduct wdrRshops for other = .
tsachérs in ths use of NIC, During these’ dilcuuiono- Wilson ducribu vhat ,1:
. takes to itplement an NIC program in a school, SRR
. The firat requirement, as he sses it, isea flexiblo. haginntiva on!!. A R
staff must be open to the idea of trying a new approach and be willing to give it
- a fair trial. In addition, the staff must display some imagination in making the
-program work. Using a dauy newspaper rather than a textbook medns that long- -
range leason plans cannot,be dnvn; what 1s taught depends on vhac the iomin;
newspsper brings.

. While atressing spontami:y. Wilsdn alsp notes that lenming ag *meﬂon is.
not & "hit-or-miss" situation. Emsreori-taachers follow the gendzal eurdculua
gulde issuad by the city's boird of education, and-they_do use textbooks, perhaps
- 25 percent of the-time, The major difference is that ‘day-to-day leseon plahs are

© left-flexible so that the timely quality of the daily newapafaet can be u.gd 1n : A
" teaching basic knowledge.

Wilson acknowledges that a dertain amount of indiv{dual teacher crutivity d.n
essential in the program, but he also feels that using the newspaper is in part an
.dcquired skill, In their workshops Emerson staff members show other teachers how
to be alert to possible, lessoh topics and activities. Teachers are told to ask : -
‘themselyes what skill thoy want to teach nnd ta look for mtariﬂ :hnt tuchu ’
that okul. S e . .
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" "'ED085'735 - An Evaluation of the Iowa "Newspapers’

)

_ I 11 pp. MF = $.75, HC - $1.50, Thls paper discusses two . > - address of  peson to contact for further
o " -questions: (1) - How can newspapers be establlshed as ac- .+ .- toformation, end send to:
' “ . * ceptable classroom reading materlals. in the secondary schools? . -+ ~'PROFILES OF PROMISE _

+ Much emphasie is placed on blending aubjeéc matter, One ar:fcle, utui;.ed to J
$ts fullest, may-be used to teach asocial gtudles, language arts, and math lessdns.

M .

With practice, teachers bucome adept at using the newspaper approach. ¢ o . : o . N sl
, Another practical consideration in implementing NIC is providing the news- -for_further information, write: : .
+ papers. It is essential that every child has his own paper on a daily basis. At ;: ¢ . T
Emerson the Globe~Democrat has fdrnished the paper thd past two years-at & . ] fred WHson, Principal . , &
. generous subscription rate. Funding for the subacriptions has Gome friom Title I | merson School o . i
resources and from-money saved by mot buying worRbooks. The Emerson staff . « : '

found workbooks unnecesssry when newapapers were used, . t N

_ in developing curriculum, the Emersan faculty relies primarily on the news- - -
paper, but they‘also incorporvate other types of materials~-~texts, resource books,
“audiovisuals-~into their classes. -The role of the newspaper in the Emerson
_curriculum yaries. .Sometimes teachers use the newspaper as the. major instruce
tional tool while.at other times it is used’as enrichment and motivational mater~®
ial. The Emerson staff believes this flexibility makes,the .newspaper a useful
tool An any classroom situation, . . ) ' :

S A figwspaper may be a coémdon, everyday part of our lives, but as an educa-’

. tional vehicle its potential is just being revealed at Emerson school, ° Co

#20th and Benton Streets | B
‘$ranite City, llinols 62040 -

x e
.i:fred Wilson is currently writing

bo'gk which will be entitled .
~The ‘Upward Spiral, It will bea o
" "how-to'" book on using the Newspaper
Win. the Classroom approach. . Wilson o
2and his staff are available for work- -
sgshops. People interested in the book:

or the workshops can contact Wilso i
,at the above _addgess_. o L
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ED 078 382 - The Newspapér s an Instructional Medium. By Laura S. Johnson. a ane pape descriptiN), inchuding the name snd

‘s §B5:Brosdway - _
‘ aoﬁldﬂ,‘_cqloudo‘aom2
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-« and (2) Why, untll recently, have newspaper§ heen 5o tlftle °

! used .In the secondary schools? :

.

ED 077 992 - Evaluation of "A Newspaper Im\My Classroom” Projéct at Secord
- ~ School, 1972. By Marilyn Reld.. 18 pp. MF - $.75, HC - 51.5.05

"A_Newspaper In My Classroom” project was conducted-fy @ .- .
- £1fth-grade teacher with her class for four months. 'Results . e SR -
L ' of the study jndicate that the project had desirabie ef~ - R , ~ e, : -

+ fects on the students. . . _
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