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FOREWORD

We believe that Volume 8, Economic Education Experiences of Enterprising
Teachers, reflects a continuation of the high standards achieved by the annual
Kazanjian Awards Program for the Teaching of Economics. Qur times demand
teaching that is relevant, exciting and effective, and we are confident cach reader
will find descriptions of such teaching experiences in this publication. Combined
with the experiences described in previous volumes which are indexed in the
final pages, a reservoir has been developed from which teachers, curriculum
developers, professors of methods courses, and authors can draw to improve
economic education at all grade levels and for students of varied abilities and
intercsts.

In the beginning years of the economic education movement, one of the
deficiencies of in-servicz programs for teachers was the scarcity of speciic,
practical, proved examples of effective teuching which could be provided to the
participants in a convenient form. The volumes of Economic Education Experi-
ences of Enterprising Teachers now hclp to meet this need in the economic
education workshops for approximately 3,000 teachers cach summer, as well as
for many thousands more in the programs conducted throughout the school
year.

Last year the ccremony to honor award-winning teachers was held in
conjunction with the annual meeting of The Association for Supervision and
Curriculum Development. In addition, the teachers participated in sessions to
demonstrate economics in action and were available for consultation through-
out the conference. We are pleased that similar arrangements have been made
for the 1971 annual meeting being held in St. Louis so that the benefits of the
awards program can be shared more widely.

Once again we invite teachers to submit entries to the Awards Program and
to avail themsclves of assistance from the Attiliated Councils and Centers for
Economic Education throughout the nation, Application forms can be secured
from the Affiliated Councils or by writing dircctly to the Joint Council. Re-
porting of teaching experiences in business education, with students of the inner
city, or on the collegiate level has been limited in past years and any teachers
having such experiences in economic education are urged to participate in the
Ninth Annual Awards Program now underway.

The Joint Council offers its appreciation and commendation to Dr. George
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G. Dawson for serving as editor of this publication, We are indebted to Mr. John
C. Schramm, Managing Director, and the Board of Trustees of the Calvin K.
Kazanjian Economics Foundation for their continuing support of the Awards
Program, this publication, and the ussociated services to enrich the program,

GeORGE L. FERSH, Associate Director
Joint Council on Economic Education amd

Coordinator, Kazanjian Foundation Awards
Program for the Teaching of Economics
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EDITOR'S
INTRODUCTION

The job of editing this book is both a pleasant and a frustrating experience.
It is pleasant because it gives one the opportunity to examine at first hand the
creative endeavors of dedicated teachers at all educational levels. One cannot
help but be amazed at the way in which teachers manage, year after year, to
develop new and better means of presenting economic facts, concepts and
principles in their classrooms. Each year we fear that the well will run dry—
that every possible means of teaching economics has already been thought of,
and that those in the field cannot possibly come up with something new and
different. And cach year—happily—we are wrong! The job is frustrating
because it is possible in most cases to include only a portion of each project in
this book. Thus, what the reader sees here is often only a fraction of the original.
Fortunately, those who wish to examine the originals may obtain them from the
Kazanjian Economics Materials Librury at Ohio University.

Those who are contemplating submitting an entry to the Kazanjian Awards
Program, and those who have submitted entries but failed to win, might profit
from a generalized description of winning projects. It must be realized that the
articles published in this book are usually condensed versions of the original
reports, and that some of the material teachers submit cannot be depicted or
even described easily. The charucteristics of a prize-winner are as follows:

1. The project shows originality. It is more than a rehash of someone else’s
work, or at least it gives an entirely new “twist” to an idea developed in a pievi-
ous year. Ideas that captured awards in years past tend to become “old hat.”
This does not mean that they are not good, but simply that the awards must go
to those who come up with newer ideas,

2. The class situation is clearly described in the better reports, The judges
want to know what ages, ability levels, or special characteristics apply. If the
students represent a particular socioeconomic or ethnic gronp, the judges should
know this. (See, for example, Sally Noe’s article in Chapter 4.)

3. Scope and sequence are set forth., The reader should be told at the very
beginning whether the project describes a year-long or semester-long course, a
six-week unit, a special project of three-weeks duration, a single lesson, or
whatever. If itis less than a full course, the author should show how the project
fits into the course being taught, and how it was related to material that pre-
ceded or followed it.

v

Oy



4. Goals are listed in specific terms. How can a reader judge a project
unless he or she knows what specific uiderstandings, facts, skills, habits, atti-
tudes, or behavorial changes the teacher wished to impart?

S. Motivational devices are spelled out and initiatory activities are described.
How did the teacher get the pupils interested in the subject to be taught? How
did he or she then start the course, unit, lesson, or project?

6. A step-by-step account of teaching techniques is given, It must be
remembered that the basic purpose of the Awards Program is to help other
teachers. These projects can serve others only if the author gives the details of
the methods employed. It is not cnough simply to say that a pancl discussion
was held—the reader should see exactly how the panel was set up, what prep-
arations were made, how this activity fit into the total project, how it was
evaluated, and so on. Where appropriate, sample lesson plans should be in-
cluded, along with such items as assignment sheets, instruction sheets that might
have been prepared for the students, and the like,

7. Photographs or samples of student work are included. Photographs of
bulletin board arrangements, table displays, murals, and other items which cun-

“not be shipped are welcome, It is not necessary to submit large posters or bulky
objects if a photograph will sutfice. Neither is it necessary to send .n everything
the students have done. One or two typical term papers, for instance, will do.

8. The culmination of the unit or project should be explained. Good teach-
ing units have three tasic parts: (/) initiatory and motivational activities;
(2) developmental activities; and (3) culminating activitics. The first help to
get the pupils interested in the unit, project, or lesson: the second develop the
ideas, concepts, skills, understandings and attitudes listed in the goals; and the
third bring the experience to a close by summarizing and applying that which
was taught. Plays, assembly programs, displays, field trips, the making of films
or filmstrips, simulations, and many other activities can be used to culminate
a unit.

9. Evaluation techniques should always be included in the reports. These
generally include tests of all types (short-answer, essay, and performance ex-
aminations), but can also include less formal things. such as self-evaluations by
individuals, groups, or the class; written or oral evaiuations by outsiders; and
observations of pupil behavior. Samples of testing instruments ought to be
submitted with the reports, along with the results.

10. Finally, attention to the requirements as set forth in the Awards Pro-
gram application form, an orderly arrangement of the material, and simple
neatness arc appreciated.

The educator who attempts to include each of the 10 characteristics outlined
above will have a good chance of winning. It should be noted, however, that
the competition is keen, and that each year it becomes more difficult to win than
it was the year before. Prospective entrants would be well advised to seek the
comments and criticisms of others before submitting their projects. In particu-
lar, the teacher whose formal preparation in economics is minimal should
consult an economist regarding the accuracy and appropriateness of the eco-
nomics contained in the report. Many projects which represent an enormous
amount of time and effort, and which contain superb ideas and materials for
teaching, fail to capture an award simply because they contain little or no
economics or because the economic content is inaccurate.

vi
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The Editor hopes that this brief summary of what constitutes a good project
will be useful to educators. He deeply appreciates the work of those teachers
(nonwinners as well as winners) who are contributing so much to the elimina.
tion of economic ignorance in our society. It is hoped that more and more
teachers will enter the Awards Program in the future, sharing their knowledge
and experience with others for the good that this can do as well as for the pos-
sibility of financial rewards.

The Editor acknowledaes with sincere thanks the cooperation of the teachers
whose ideas appear in this volume, They have been most patient and under-
standing in permitting us to use their material and in agreeing to our many
editorial revisions. The encouragement and support of Mr, John C. Schramm,
Managing Director of the Kazanjian Foundation, has helped immeasurably to
make this book possible.

GEORGE G. DawsoN
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CHAPTER ONE
Primary Level: Grades K-3

The Economic Giowth
of an Industrially Centered Community

A Third-Grade Project

Nancy Braden and Margaret Roberts
Bonneville School, i art Smith, Arkansas

Background

We have felt for some time that education involves more than the ability
to solve problems. We are finding that what we once thought were the “right
answers” often go out of date. A person must have a knowledge of his environ-
ment and learn how to cope with it. We want, then, to teach our pupils how to
find answers and how to think independently. Only in this way can we prepare
them for a future world whose nature is unknown to us at this time. It was our
hope that by allowing childten to discover the economie reasons for changes
that have already taken place they might gain insight into present changes and
be prepared to understand future developments.

Fort Smith is an excellent example of how continued growth ean result in an
industrially centered community, We decided to devote an entire academic
year in both of our third-grade classes to a study of Fort Smith from its beginning
as an army fort in 1817 to a modery, thriving community of over 70,000. To
help ensure that economics would be the focal point of the study, we titled it
“The Economic Growth of an Industrially Centered Community.”

Development

To initiate the study and arouse pupil interest, we planned a class trip to
the Fort Smith National Historic Site. Some time was spent in preparation for
the trip, so that the children would understand what they were to look for, how
our time could best be utilized, and what information we hoped to gain by the
experience. It was our intention to draw upon the knowledge gained from the
trip throughout the study. Not only did this tour give us a feeling for the past,
it enabled us to sec some basic economic facts as related to Fort Smith's carly
years. For example, we saw at first hand the natural resources which were
important in the choice of the original fort site, and we could visualize the
workers of old using their crude and scarce capital goods to produce other goods
and scrvices,

Resource persons were used frequently throughout the year, A representa-
tive of the Chamber of Commerce visited the classroom to explain how indus-



tries affect the community. He not unly described the direct effects, such as the
jobs and income created, and the production of the goods and services used by
the community, but he also explained how more retail businesses appear and
how greater demands are placed on the public schools, for example. So many
questions were raised that a sccond visit was necessary. The children even
learned the meaning of “revenue bonds™ during this presentation.

Many parents co:tributed to this project. One boy’s father owns a firm
which manufactures lamps. He explained the role of me entrepreneur in our
economy and explairied the benetits of division of labor. To illustrate the con-
cept of interdependence, this businessman assembled a lamp with several parts,
cuch of which came from a different country. The importance of transportation
in economic growth was discussed by a parent who is president of a freight
company. His talk was illustrated with the film “Lifeline on Wheels” which
showed various phases of cconomic growth and included such topics as inter-
dependence, the flow of money, specialization, labor, technology, money income,
real income, opportunity cost and competition.

The role of capital and the way in which banks help promote economic
growth was described by a bank official. Loans, checking accounts, savings
accounts and the flow of money were explained. The banker stressed the

“manner in which banks assist industries to get started or to expand. A corporate
executive told us how his firm uses the raw materials of the area in manufactur-
ing glass, how his company relies upon other industries (such as the transpor-
tation industry), and how it affects the economy of the community. The latter
point was cleverly illustrated by his explanation of how some of the income
generated by the corporation finds its way into the hands of the children.

We did not ignore the producers of services in our economy. A civil engineer
told us how he and his associates contribute to economic growth, as their work
is essential in the planning of dams, bridges and buildings. He, too, illustrated
the concept of specialization by explaining the contribution of everyone from
secretaries to draftsmen in the construction field. The roles of the various
factors of production—Iland, labor and capital—were also described in relation
to industrial construction. The children learned a great deal about costs at
this point, as the visitor explained how planners weigh construction and main-
tenance costs against the amount of money that a project is expected to bring
into an area.

Our previous study of natural resources was reinforced by some of the
guest speakers. An official of the Water Department informed us about the way
in which the community is assured of an adequate supply of clean water, and
a parent who supplies equipment for drilling gas wells talked about the natural
gas around Fort Smith. It is interesting to note that by this time the children
were able to draw theif own conclusions about the use of specialization, capital
and technology in relation to this product,

Government’s role in a free enterprise economy was approached through
a study of those public services which are familiar and interesting to young
children. The Chief of Police and one of his officers visited the class. The
pupils could see that there are services which we “consume collectively” and
that a community must offer these services if it expects to grow economically.
(This was casily related to the initial field trip, for one of the most fascinating
parts of the trip was the visit to the courtroom of Judge I. C. Parker, the famous
jurist whose arrival in Fort Smith in 1876 signalled the beginning of law and
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order.) The policemen revealed that before moving into a new area an indus-
trialist investigates the adequacy of police protection and other public services.
This presentation wis reinforced by the visit of a retired fireman, who traced the
growth of the fire departiment from the first volunteer bucket brigade to the
highly mechanized and efticient agency of today. This speaker related the
growth of the fire department to the economic growth of the community, show-
ing how more men, better training and improved technology became necessary
“as the town grew. Finally, a member of the State legislature, who is an an-
nounced candidate for Governor, discussed government in a general sense, and
helped to clarify the functions of the various levels (local, state and federal).
Interclass cooperation was an important part of our activities. In one role-
playing situation, one class advertised for employees while the pupils from the
other class applied for the jobs. This particular activity enabled the children
to see that one must study and prepare for an occupation, and be as concerned
with what one must bring to a job as well as what one expects to get from it.
_In another project, the pupils in one room esiiblished stores and the children
in the other acted as consumers. In pricin} .eir products the sellers had to
consider such things as advertising costs and taxes. The buyers were confronted
-with the opportunity cost principle, as they quickly found that if they spent too
much on one item they would be sacrificing something else that also appealed
to them,

Culminating Activities

Every teaching unit should end with an activity which serves to summarize
the work of the unit. This can be much more than a simple and rote repetition

:
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Third graders at the Bonneville Schoo! share their economic knowledge with
the public and with other students in the Fort Smith, Arkansas, school system
through exhibits in the “*Museumobile."
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of “what we learned.” Tdeally, a unit should be culminated with one or more
activities which require the pupils to apply the facts and concepts that were
taught. [t is often said that one of the best ways of learning something is to
have to teach it to someone else, “eaching, of course, takes many forms other
than the usual classroom routines. One of our culminating activities took the
form of a play that would help to teach some of our learnings to others. Prepara-
tion for the play required the children to review the work of the unit and to
apply it in an imaginative way. (Incidentaily, this also serves as part of the
evaluation of the unit, for the teacher is able to ascertain how well the pupils
understood the concepts s she observes them in preparing to dramatize the
material. )

A two-uct play was decided upon, with the first act covering the carly history
of Fort Smith and the second dealing with present-day situations. The first act
stressed the problems that the people had to deal with when they lacked modern
technology and when specialization was minimal. In the second act, two indus-
trial plant representatives were seen evaluating Fort Smith as a possible location
for their firms. Both the positive and negative aspects of the area were pre-
sented and the dramatization included an emergency meeting of citizens con-
cerned with making improvements.

Another culminating activity cnabled us to share our learnings with other
schools and with the community. After visiting our classrooms several times,
the Director of Elementary Instruction for the Fort Smith Public Schools offered
us the use of the school’s *Museumobile,” a large trailer. The pupils arranged
displays which depicted how Fort Smith might look to a prospective industrial
client, the capital and labor available locally, the area’s communication and
transportation fucilities, the educational system, the natural resources of the
region, our various utilitics, and the consumer market. Our classes also pre-
pared a study guide for the use of the other schools that would be visited by the
“Muscumobile.” This two-page guide contained questions that the exhibit
would answer for the other students, such as:

e What are the factors of production?
e How does city growth affect you?

® Who decides what is produced?

e What is the moticy flow?

It also listed terms to know—money income, capital goods, entreprencur,
division of inbor, competition, opportunity cost, and many others, The study
guide was sent in advance to all elementary teachers, grades three through six,
with a note from the Director of Elementary Education. The “Museumobile”
was also parked in the downtown area for two.days so that the public could view
our exhibit.

Evaluation

In preparing and presenting the play and in setting up the “Museumobile”
displays and guiding visitors, the children demonstrated their grasp of the
economniic facts and concepts that we had studied. Most revealing, perhaps, is
the fact that the children repeatedly related economics to all areas of the school
curriculum. They were asked to write evaluations of every phase of the study,
and the essays often showed an impressive understanding of the application of
cconomic concepts to everyday life. Even thosc students who arc usually
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considered “slow™ and disinterested were caught up in the enthusiasm and the
desire to learn. ‘The children realized that they, as well as adults, are citizens
of the community and have responsibilities in making it economically sound.

Our work was described in the local press, in business publications and on
television. We received letters of commendation from school officials, teachers,
businessmen, the Mayor of Fort Smith, the Minority Leader of the Arkansas
House of Representatives, and parents.  Although it refers to only one aspect
of our study, one letter should be quoted in its entirety:

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 17, 1970

Dear Girls and Boys:

It was heartening to learn of your strong
interest in stopping the pollution of our
natural environment. All American citizens,
young and old, must work together if we are
to succeed in making our country the clean
and healthful place all of us want it to be.
You can help in this effort, first by learn-
ing all you can about the causes and effects
of pollution and the ways of remedying it,
and then by setting an example for others

to follow.

With my best wishes for the years ahead,

Sincerely,

Pupils of Miss Barden's Third CGrade Class
Bonneville School
Fort Smith, Arkansas 72901
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Economic Odyssey

A Joint Venture of Kindergarten and Sixth Grade

Susan J. Donielson
Eimwood School, Des Moines, lowa

Background

To ensure progress, our society needs thinking, knowing and skilled people.
If we are to put our faith and trust in people, we must be assured of their ability
to apply trained intelligence. A basic economic problem is finding how best to
produce more goods and services to meet increasing human wants and needs—-
and how to do so at the least possible cost. Because the future utilization of
our scarce resources will be in the hands of today’s youngsters, we must begin
now to develop in them the knowledge and skills they will need to cope effec-
tively with this awesome responsibility. '

Children of kindergarten age are bursting with natural curiosity, and there
is no doubt that they are eager to learn and capable of taking an active part in
our economic society. Economic concepts are closely related to the lives of
young children. They shop in the supermarket with their parents, visit small
neighborhood stores on their own, learn about family occupations, see and hear
commercials on television, and are even involved in family discussions of ex-
penditures on food, clothing, trips, housing and the like.

These economic experiences, however, often have little meaning for the
child who lacks a conceptual frame of reference for organizing, relating and
evaluating them. For instance, almost every five-year-old will inform you that
the clerk at the checkout counter “gives you money,” for he does not see that
the change is less than the amount you paid. He notices all the goods in the
store but does not understand how they got there. He does not understand
pricing, buying, selling, supply or demand, and he even fails to distinguish
between the customers and the employees.

Bearing in mind that much planning is necessary to help children build a
real understanding of economic concepts, I planned to introduce the following
to my kindergarten class:

The family is a basic economic unit.

People in most places are interdependent.

Division of labor is found in most societics.”

Division of labor usually results in increased productivity.

Most people receive money payments for the work they do.
Machines often make it possible to produce more goods in less time.
Sellers expect to make a profit if they are to stay in business,
Productive resources are uiilized in satisfying our wants and needs.
Human wants are usually greater than available resources.

Workers may produce goods, services, or both.

I also wanted the pupils to learn how a business operates, why goods and services
have prices on them, and the function of banks.
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The project was planned to be tlexible, open-ended and child-centered, It
required an analysis of the previous experiences and information that euch child
wits bringing to the project and a constant review of our progress. The idea
of involving sixth graders was prompted by several things. Our school is con-
sidered an inner-city school and many of the community’s conflicts were be-
coming evident within the building. Influenced by high school vouths, many
sixth graders were displaying negative attitudes toward the “Establishment.”
I felt that these children needed to understand our economic structure, to de-
velop pride in their school, and to acquire a sense of responsibility towiird the
younger pupils.

As the success of our joint venture would depend upon the attitude of the
sixth graders, my most difficult task was that of relating to them and to their
needs. I wanted to establish the feeling that we were dependent upon their
involvement while at the same time helping them to develop a better under-
standing of their economic community. Fortunately, the sixth-grade social
studies teacher and the principal saw this project as having great value for all
concerned, and released time was scheduled for the older children. Their par-
ticipation was established on a voluntary basis, the only restriction being that
they stay with the project and complete any work they had started. Although
much of the work on our project came out of their own time, there was no prob-
lem in getting voluntecrs.

Development

Our study began with « listing of ideas to be developed, along with the
vehicle to be used to ensur= their development. The main classroom experience
was to be a simulated household center, a classroom store, and a model school
plant with its workers. Euch of these centers would have items added to them
from time to time to keep interest alive and provide opportunities for further
exploration. The study of economics began in carly fail and became an on-
going activity throughout the year. At times economics overshadowed every-
thing else, while on other occasions it was but one of several daily activities, It
depended on pupil interest and other circumstances. Some of the experiences
planned and executed were as follows:

A housekeeping center.

A store center.

A school building with equipment and personnel.

Trips to stores, a bank, a barber shop, a dairy, a shoe repair shop, a
cleaner, the fire station and the post office.

Making lemonade to illustrate division of labor.

A Christmas tree project to illustrate unlimited wants and limited re-
sources.

A *“looking trip™ to learn about prices and businesses,

“Market rescarch™ to select a marketable product for us to produce.
Determining the costs of producing the product.

Learning the functions of a bank.

Producing, advertising and selling a product.

In early September we focused upon the school—its function, the produc-
tive activities of those who work in it, and our own place within it. Each schoo!
helper was studied in terms of his role as a producer, what training he needed,
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and what tools and equipment were necessary for him to de his job. We visited
each helper to get a personal explanation and invited each to come to our room
for further discussion. We made a class scrapbook containing storics about
each school helper. From our discussions about school helpers the children
began to develop pride in the school and made rules about their own responsi-
bilities to help make the workers' jobs cusier and save time and supplies.

As Halloween approached, the children were eager to make jack-o-lanterns,
This necessitated a trip to a fruit stand io select the pumpkins. Choices had
to be made regarding size, how much to spend, and the ntmher we could afford.
Questions were raised on how the pumpkins arrived ¢t - market and what
workers were involved, how much the farmer received, an..  at determined the
market prize. An awareness of production, pricing and decisien-making began
to develop. :

Next, our economic study emphasized families. We examined similarities
and differences of families and their needs. The sixth graders produced models
of different types of homes and prepared reports showing the basic necessities
of families. The children began to see the family as both a producing and con-
suming unit, noted how wants change and how choices are necessary, and saw
how families divide the work to save time, effort and resources. We had seen
how labor is divided within the family. To broaden their understanding of this
concept, I had cach child wash his own table after using paste. There was mass
confusion as everyone tried to use the same equipment at once, and the clean-up
took so long that we missed our game time. The next day we divided the work,
thereby using fewer sponges and much less time.

In November, Thanksgiving and Open House were the objects of attention.
I added a large fold-out picture story of the first Thanksgiving to the library
center. Interest grew and many questions were raised about the Pilgrims, the
Indians and that first feast. Although the children questioned their parents
and did library research to learn about those “olden days,” they could not com-
prehend that I wasn't there for that first Thanksgiving! They did realize, how-
ever, that our early families lived a different type of life from theirs.

The term “barter” was introduced. To help them understand the function
of money as a medium of exchange, I had them engage in barter first. They
experienced the frustration of having to trade many times to get what they
wanted through the barter system. This led also to the role of money in ex-
pressing the value of an item and in making it possible to save for the future.

The fall harvest presented an opportunity to discuss farming. We traced
plants from seed to the time they arrived at our tables, noting the various spe-
cialists and producers involved all along the way. We combined the fall harvest
with interest in Thanksgiving and planned a feast. Earlier experiences in choice-
making and division of labor were now reinforced during the trip to the market
to purchase supplies and the preparation of the meal. Indeed, by this time
division of labor had become a daily routine. Vegetable soup was made and
served to our guests from another kindergarten class. Suitably costumed, my
class acted as the Pilgrims while the visitors were the Indians.

Christmas presented a golden opportunity to explore wants and needs. In-
dividual Christmas trees were cut from paper and pictures of each child’s wants
were placed on them. The emphasis was upon how families earn and spend
their money incomes. We made large charts showing how wants vary with
age, sex and other conditions. The study of family income revealed that the
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fathers had many ditfer :nt jobs, so once again the subject of specialization was
discussed. We also noted what each parent's job demanded in the way of train-
ing and experience ond found that those requiring special training paid a higher
wage or salury. Much time was spent in distinguishing between producers of
goods and producers of services, for this can be ditticult for a five-year-old. By
coupling the study of family incomes with the children's wants, it was possible
to help them see that not all of their wants could be realized. Each child then
indicated which was most important to him. (Parents took an interest in this
phase of the study.)

After Christmas vacation we further developed the concept of money.
£'mpty food cartons and cans, pictures of foods, cash register tapes, play money,
advertising posters, grocery carts, telephones, scales and other props were added
to the store and housckeeping centers. Before, the cash register had been
treated simply as a toy—the keys were punched indiscriminately, the drawer
pulied out and jammed with paper, and so on. The introduction of money
brought a remarkable change. Now sales were rung up by pushing only the
appropriate keys. The drawer was opened and closed carefully so that the
money would not drop to the floor. Coins and bills were identified and placed

in the proper compartments with great care. Several techniques were used to -

~teach them to identify various denominations. For example, items containing

price tags were placed on a bulletin board, with a small container beneath each
one. The children were to place the correct amount of money that it would
tuke to purchase the item in its container.

Putting realistic prices on items was, of course, more difficult. At first they
needed a great deal of guidance in the store center. Then one of our visitors,
the manager of a grocery, brought items for the children to mark. She explained
how prices are sct low enough to appeal to customers but high enough to yield
a profit. Many weeks were spent in investigating how businesses operate, and
this involved visits to many firms.

We concluded our study of businesses by establishing a factory. The chil-
dren applied for jobs, were interviewed, and given time cards when “hired.”
The cerds were punched cach day and the workers received a daily “wage.”
Lemonade was produced, and the children could purchase it with their earn-
ings. Itsoon became clear that those who were more productive received more
pay and could buy more lemonade. We then planned a “Come Make Believe
Day.” Each child prepared a costume to illustrate what he wanted to be when
he grew up. The kindergarten children worked in teams with sixth graders who
gathered information about the training, tools and equipment that would be
nceded for each chosen occupation.

Through continued experience in the simulated housekzeping and store
centers, the children developed a more sophisticated awareness of the roles of
consumer and producer, the flow of moncy between households and businesses,
and economic interdependence. As the end of the academic year approached,
I felt that they were ready to move from play situations to “the real thing,” The
P.T.A. had been raising funds all year to pay for new ceiling tiles in the lunch-
room, but they were $50 short. Both the kindergarten class and the sixth graders
were receptive to the idea that we could do something to help. We decided to
produce and sell a product.

First we made a ‘market survey’ to see what could be sold in the school.
Each child made a list of wants, limited to items costing no more than 15¢. The
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"'Happiness is seeing kindergarten children learn economic conceptsl’ says Mrs,
Susan Donielson of the Eimwood School, Des Moines, lowa,
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sixth graders studied prices of materials that would be needed to produce cook-
ies, the item that seemed to be a sure-fire seller. The principal came to our
classroom to discuss how much would be charged for the use of electricity,
water, working space and janitorial services, Selling prices were established,
. J

and orders were taken. Using these orders as “collateral,” we went to the bank
to obtain a loan of $100. Supplics were then purchased and production began.
Advertising took the form of verbal announcements in classes, posters and
letters to parents. We made two Kinds of cupceakes and eight varietics of cookies.
naturally using a well-planned division of lubor. The children conducted the
sales, carcfully making change. When the proceeds were counted, they were
thrilled to learn that we could easily repay the loan, donate $50 to the P.T.A.
and still have money left over. Careful accounts had been kept of all money
received and purchases made. A “company party™ was held with part of the
profits from the 247 dozen cookies we had sold.

Outcomes

The school year ended with feelings of pride. accomplishment. cooperation,
and friendship. Not only were many important economic concepts learned, but
- equally important social understandings and attitudes had been developed as -
. result of this team effort in reaching a conmon goal. Everyone involved
gained from these encounters—the children, school personnel, parents and
members of the community. Everyone had been touched in a positive way by
this clementary study of our cconomic society.
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Why a Highway?

A First-Grade Study of Economic Concepts

Berthola La Rue
Berryville School, Berryville, Arkansas

How It Started

Educational specialists often tell us that the key to effective teaching is
motivation: stimulating the pupil to take an active interest in the topic for study.
It is often necessary for the teacher to design some sort of experience that will
arouse the interest of the children and relate this experience to the lesson or
unit that she has planned. Another approach is to seize upon some unplanned
incident or event which has captured the attention of the class. It was the latter
technique that was used to initiate a study of economics in my first-grade class.

During the first semester, the children had entered into a brief exploration

Editor's note: This article is condensed from an original report over 100 pages in length.
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of the economy of Mexico and had begun to build a vocabulary in ecconomics.
The "inquiry approach” was familiar to them, and *We learn by asking why”
was alrcady an established maxim in the class, These understandings and atti-
tudes were to be put to good use when a few pieces of heavy construction equip-
ment arrived in our town, for the children were agog! As an Ozark mountain
town of just over 2,000, without access to air, rail or water transportation,
Berryville is dependent upon its highway. The long-awaited rebuilding of U.S.
Highway 62 connecting Berryville and the neighboring town of Green Forest
was about to begin and interest was extremely high.
Our local economy is based upon cheese products, processed fowl, garment-
-making and tourism, Improvements in the highway could affect each of these
industries. My first graders were demanding an explanation for the presence
of the huge and colorful machines and for the men who ran them, I, in turn,
wanted them to justify the expenditure of the taxpayers® dollars for the economic
advancemient of our area. An examination of both cause and effect would be
the focal point of our unit of study.

Development of the Unit

Nunmicrous questions were raised and discussed in class. It was shown, for
example, that a better highway would make it easier and cheaper to transport
the goods we produced to the markets, and that tourists would find it more
convenient to comie to our area. We saw how this could help make the economy
of the region grow, The children wanted to know what it would cost to build
the highway and this led to an examination of a number of economic concepts.
They saw that many different specialists would be needed and that each vould
have to be paid. More land would have to be purchased, the machines ana .heir
upkeep would be very costly, plans would have to be drawn up, and materials
would have to be brought from other areas by truck.

Then came the question: “Where will we get the money?” It was explained
that the state and federal governments would pay the cost, but that they obtained
the money through taxation. The fact of the income tax was a revelation to the
children, but they were most fascinated by the knowledge that they, too, pay
taxes when they purchase certain goods. Each answer that was provided led
to further questions, for pupil curiosity was insatiable, and our discussions even
led to an awareness that natural, human and capital resources would be required
for the improvement of the highway.

While interest in the highway was the strongest motivating factor, it should
be noted that it did not totally dominate the discussions, During the month of
March, for example, many children heard their parents talking about the income
tax and they learned that tax revenues are used for paying the salaries of public
officials, for constructing publie buildings, and many other things besides high-
ways. As they rode to school or went on pleasure drives with their parents, the
children took note of the many different specialists working on the road and
how they depended upon onc another. Throughout the class discussions we
were constantly reminded that the goal of economic activity is to satisfy the
needs and wants of people.

Liberal allowance was made for the free flow of conversation. At times this
results in repetition and the presentation of irrelevant ideas. Each pupil had
the opportunity to express his opinions and cach was given the dignity of an
audience. The shy children became less reluctant to join in, even though all
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ideas were subject to evaluation. Thus, the class gained experience in testing
ideas for relevance to the major topic, an experience that was both challenging
and enjoyable.

In studying the roles of those building the highway and those who would
benefit from it, we learned to distinguish the producers of goods from the pro-
ducers of services. We compared modern road-building techniques with the
less efficient methods of the past and gained an appreciation for modern tech-
nology. We compared the cost of building the highway (“$2,800,000—that’s a
lotta much money!") with the benefits we hoped to derive from it. We examined
the reasons why it would not be a four-lane highway, relating this to the scarcity
of land, labor and capital. The fact that scarcity of productive resources forces
us to seek for more efficient allocation was discussed (although not, of course,
in such sophisticated terms).

The consumer’s function in our economy was examined in relation to the
highway. We spend our money for goods that must be brought to us over the
highway, thus creating a demand for a better road and for the services of those
who are building and maintaining it. The pupils evidenced a growing respect for
all the workers, from the flag men to the operating engineers, and for the fact

-that through specializing and dividing the labor the highway will be built faster
and more efficiently. The notion that the workers produce so that their money
incomes can provide their families with more goods and services was readily
understood. The concept of specialization was also applied te other situations,
for the pupils learned that their parents, teachers and others in the community
specialize in different things.

All parts of the elementary curriculum were related to the highway project.
Conservation became a matter of concern, for the children did not want the new
road to destroy the natural beauty of the area. The language arts were applied
as we read stories about transportation, defined economic terms and wrote
compositions. Word games were devised which engendered enthusiastic par-
ticipation, Relevant sections of newspapers and magazines were cut out and
marked and records were kept of economic questions and their answers. Rec-
ords of progress on the highway were kept and illustrated by flannel board
displays, original poems and stories. Our dramatization, songs and talks were
recorded on tape. When we wrote a play about the highway the script was con-
tinually scrutinized and improved and tapes of the performance were critically
analyzed. Speech defects were corrected and oral presentations were improved.
None of this detracted from a relaxed but purposeful classroom atmosphere.
Committees worked at their assigned chores or independently chosen tasks with
less and less supervision.

Arithmetic lessons included such things as computations of the amount of
taxes accounted for per dollar of expenditure, measurements used in building
the highway, and the costs of the project. These first graders were thrilled by
their ability to add $1,400.000 (the State's contribution) and $1,400,000 (the
Federal government’s contribution) to arrive at the totai cost. They excitedly
explained to anyone who would listen how these two huge figures could be
totalled. Our science lessons dealt with the problem of replanting the trees, grass
and flowers along the highway. and the economic advantages to be gained by
preserving the heauiy of our ' atural environment were stressed,

The problem-solving upprouch of the social studics *vas used, emphasizing
the fact that the method we were employing to study the highway could be used
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to deal with other aspects of our lives. The pupils were introduced to maps and
were taught how to locate the highway.  When we studied the history of our
county and of early road-building, the children remarked that in the past it
took more men to produce Jess because of the lack of modern machines, They
learned to apply such terms as producer, consumer, goods, services, specializa-
tion and division of labor to other times, even though they took different forms.
During the music sessions the pupils wrote new lyrics to a folk tune to
create *On Highway 62,” which quickly became a local hit. The piano, record-
ings of sounds emanating from the construction site, and our rhythm band were
used in assorted combinations to provide a background for pantomimes and
independent role-playing situations. Slow beats, for example, suggested the
noises and movements of the large and cumbersome machines, In a pantomime
called “I Am a Highway Machine” the children used music and sang the words
they had composed to enliven and color their movements. Art work also focused
on the highway project, and we developed an efficient division of labor in pre-
paring the paints, cleaning up the room, and the like. The factors of production
were identified in a class mural depicting the construction of the road. Just as
the road-builders had to consider alternatives in the use of resources, so too did
we take into account how we could economize on our paints and other materials
in the production of the mural. Some children specialized in drawing and paint-
ing the machines, others in doing the natural background, and so on,

Achievements

It is difficult to single out one activity as the final and culminating experience
for our study of economics. A field trip and the preparation of an instructional
television tape, however, were certainly among the most exciting events that
occupied us toward the end of the semester. In preparation for the field trip we
discussed the questions that we wanted to ask the highway workers, The ques-
tions were originated by the children. The following is a small sample:

e What did it cost to buy the machines?

e How many different kinds of jobs are there?

@ What will be the cost of the new land you'll need?

e How many days have you lost because of bad weather?

While these may seem to be simple and unsophisticated to those who have never
worked with first graders, they do show an interest in costs, labor specialization
and other economic aspects of the highway project. The making of the instruc-
tional video tape of our field trip and classroom activities were, of course, a
source of great satisfaction to us all.

Evaluation was continuous throughout the semester, although it was intensi-
fied during the last weeks. The most significant outcome was that the children
seemed to be able to apply certain concepts. For example, they seemed to
understand that division of labor in the classroom was at least partially
responsible for our success. They could see the relationship between the
availability of resources and the satisfaction of our needs and wants. They had
experienced extensive interchange of original thoughts, they acquired confidence
in expressing themselves, and began to make group decisions with greater ease.
Along with the atmosphere of cooperation and group responsibility, each child
has been able to express to some extent his own individuality through creative
endeavors in color, sound and movement.
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The children acquired the habit of examining alternatives and applied this
in their homes and in stores. They learned to think eritically and to employ the
problem-solving approach to the simple tasks of the home and the classroom.
There were significant behavioral changes during the final month, partly because
of cooperative planning and execution and purtly because of increased interest
in classroom activities, There was a marked increuse in cooperation and shar-
ing, Each child began to learn that in addition to his own accomplishments he
had a responsibility to others and that we are all indeed interdependent.

The overlapping of all phases of the curriculum. with economics as the
unifying core, created a new learning environment. The flexibility of the
program allowed for various rates of learning. For example, one youngster who
had had difticulty all year in reading showed great improvement and began to
look upon it us fun when reading into a tape recorder and when helping to
prepare charts. Most importantly, the children learned to respect themselves
and others through this discovery program in cconomic education.

Loy Gy

Economics and the Environment

A Third-Grade Project

Joan Mary Macey
MacArthur School, Binghamton, New York

My Rationale

“Ideas won’t keep. Something must be done about them”
Alfred North Whitchead

And in teaching economics in the elementary school I have done something
about my ideas. In my self-contained third-grade classroom I made a deliberate
attempt to present some concepts of economics so that the children may better
understand the world in which they live, both inside and outside of the school.
Marshaling my forces—my background and knowledge of economics and my
teaching cxperience with eight-year-olds—and my desire to relate economics
to a major concern of our decade, I decided to explore environmental abuse
and pollution. In order to prevent the subject of our affluent sozicty from being
confined or limited to a single teach-in day or a “National-Pickic-Week” type
of observance, the economic and ccological aspects of the matter were to be
pursued during the entire semester.
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\S\%\"’ elucidate the subject

nomics

logy

enlighten the student

Merely deploring a ravaged, despoiled environment and forecasting an
uninhabitable world are superficial, glib approaches to a complex subject. But
clementary school students can be shown some of the complexities of the subject
and helped toward a more nearly complete understanding of the problems they
will eventually have to face, They are already concerned about our environ-
ment:

Fri, April 3,1970  PRESS, Binghamten, N. Y. 5-C

Children’s Letters to God

And we cannot start too soon! Secretary of the Interior Walter J. Hickel
has stated that improving the U.S. environment “will take a generation of men



and women who will study both ecology and economics, biology and philosophy,
who are broad enough in their exposure to have a balanced judgment.”™

- Careful planning and thoughtful analysis w-re required to accomplish my
goals, although 1 did not rule out taking advantage of the spontancous or un-
expected opportunities that presented themselves during the school year as
vehicles for the presentation of economic concepts. These opportunitics—a
story in the basal reader, a feature in the children's classroom newspaper, Schio-
~ lastic News Trails,* a local or national news story with economic implications—
were used to “hang it in there,” as the current expression goes, not just let it
hhang.“

Can pupils “discover” anything today? Is our socicty conducive to such at-
tempts to find out for themselves? With television hitting them at home and
lock-step curricula forcing them to conform, subtlety seems to go unnoticed, is
unabsorbed, and seemingly unresponded to. In that case, a conscious effort
must be made to make children aware of our economic system. This year [
have made this kind of effort.

Development *

In introducing my pupils to economics | used a straight lecture-discussion
strategy, asking them for the occupations of their parents. Among these were
doctors, dentists, nurses and lawyers, excellent examples to illustrate the grow-
ing trend toward service occupations and specialization. Also, I pointed to
myself and my colleagues in teaching as engaging in services. I showed the
pupils how much money is needed to pay the salaries of all the teachers in the
school, and the figure of $540,000 made a deep impression. Few had realized
how much it costs to provide them with their education. I showed pictures of
people “on the job™ and asked the children to identify whether goods or services
or both were depicted. These same pictures were then used for a bulletin-board
display. (The annual reports of corporations are an excellent source for pic-
tures of this type.) For homework, the children were to bring in pictures from
newspapers or magazines depicting producers or specialists. (I had several
magazines on hand for the benefit of those children who had none at home.)
Another bulletin-board display was arranged with the results of this assignment
and under each picture I typed a sentence telling who had brought in the pic-
ture and what occupation was shown.

The next lesson included the showing of a film entitled “The Seaport,” Chil-
dren are often interested in this topic, and the film made it possible to increase
their economics vocabulary. It showed specialists at work in a port and in-
cluded such terms as exports, imports and national markets. The third lesson
dealt with farm mechanization to clinch the point about the role of machines
in our economy. A bulletin-bourd display illustrated the topic. It contained a
copy of Millet’s “The Gleaners™ to depict primitive farming methods and a pic-
ture of modern farm machinery at work to show the new.

It was in the fourth lesson that the topic of the environment was introduced.

1 Time, March 16, 1970, 62,
#Scholastic News Trails, a third-grade newspaper, is published weekly by Scholastic
Magazines, 902 Sylvan Avenue, Englewood Cliffs, N.J. 07632,

*Note: The original report submitted by Miss Macey was 59 pages in length and
contained 2! lessons. Unfortunately, limitations of space permit us to include only a
sampling of these lessons. The Editor.
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The objective here was to have the pupils see the beauty in the world around us
and to learn that this is being threatened. Using such excellent sources as The
Conservationist, published bimonthly by the New York State Conservation De-
partment, [ arranged another bulletin-board display which was used as the focal
point for the discussion. It was hoped that the juxtaposition of nature, pure and
simple, with the complexitics of industry would form an impression on the
pupils’ minds.
~ Ensuing lessons stressed the role of consumers and producers and the circular
flow of income. One of the bulletin-board displays entitled “We Are a Nation
- of Consumers” attracted the attention of visitors as well as the children, for in
addition to pictures it showed such artifacts as a soft-drink can, a bread wrapper,
a plastic piil bottle, and even a pair of old shoes containing a conspicuous hole.
_ One of the most interesting lessons involved a *Cooperation-Competition
Simulation™ developed by a group of teachers participating in the NDEA Civics
Institute for Elementary School Teachers at Tufts University in Medford,
Massachusetts, during the summer of 1967, The class was divided into resi-
dents of two towns. called “Greentown™ and “Bluctown.” Each resident was
given a role, such as: “You are Mr. Allen, the owner-operator of Allen’s Shady
Rest Motel, You have 40 beds, 8 cots, and dining facilities for §S people.”
" Each *“merchant” then received a copy of the following letter addressed to the
Chamber of Commerce of his town:

Dear Sir:

The Furniture Dealers of America are planning to hold their annual con-
vention the first week in July. We have tabulated our needs and they are
as follows:

1. 400 beds.

2. Diningfacilities for 450 people.

3. Recreational activities to insure a successful convention.
Please let us know if your city can accommodate our group.

Sincerely yours,

HowaARrD JONES, Secretary
Furniture Dealers of America

It was necessary {uv explain to the children the desirability of having a con-
vention in town—how it would generate business for the community. The two
groups met to sce what facilities each town could offer. The game was rigged
so that neither town had the necessary beds or dining facilities. Each group
played around with various solutions—split a double bed in half, buy more
beds, bring in some trailers. Finally they hit upon the idea of exchanging facili-
ties with each other. This was the idea behind the simulation. Alone, neither
town could accommodate the convention, but together they could. (Other roles
included such people as theater operators, and owners of golf courses, dress
shops, bowling alleys. parking lots, and the like. Hopefully, the children saw
that these were assets to the town.) The idea of cooperation was pursued
further when we discussed the possibility of having joint sewage treatment facili-
ties and fire departments. On the next day the following questions were dis-
tributed:
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1. Why did both towns want the convention?

2. What was the main problem faced by the merchants in each town in
trying to handle the convention?

3. How did each town solve this problem?

The results indicated that the children saw the desirability of cooperating in
order to have the convention come to town.

More bulletin-bourd displays were arranged on pollution, showing the vari-
ous causes and the ugly results. A display entitled “Our Economy Produces”
illustrated both the “goods™ and the “bads.” It demonstrated that trucks carry
food to our tables but spew exhaust fumes into the air, that cities are exciting
places to live in and visit but result in congestion, and that airplanes expedite
the movement of goods und people but create undesirable noise and fumes. As
a case study, we examined the implications of the discovery of oil on Alaska's
northern shore, and how the proposed 800-mile pipeline might affect the ecol-
ogy. A number of poems, stories, articles and recordings were used to have the
children realize that the resources of our planet are limited. When we studied
the costs that firms have in producing goods and services, the cost of pollution
control was included along with wages, rent, interest, taxes, insurance, adver-
tising and the like. Another bulletin-board display with pictures illustrating the

" various costs proved to be helpful.

One lesson was devoted to“Re-use, Recycling and Reclamation™ as partial
solutions to the problem of pollution. I displayed a picture of an abandoned
car and it came as a surprise to the children that wornout autos are a disposal
problem, (More than 50,000 were abandoned last year in New York City
alone.) Another picture showed boy scouts collecting aluminum cans, each
of which is worth V4¢ in the scrap metal market. 1 pointed out that it costs

New York State 30¢ to pick up each empty bottle discarded along its roads, and

that deposit bottles which are returned to the store are used an average of 19
times. We saw how the public’s desire for more attractive and intricate pack-
aging also aggravates the disposal problem,

We learned that officials of an airport in Tennessee have asked for old glass
bottles, which will be crushed and mixed with the asphalt used in resurfacing
the runway. This idea could also be applied in our own classroom, Using scraps
of material from clothes, we made mosaics by cutting the scraps into small
squares and pasting them on oak tag paper. Collages were made by pasting
scraps of irregularly shaped material on oak tag. Even the left-over leftovers
were used to make 2 border for the bulletin board! Spring flowers were made
with egg cartons and tempera paint. The lids of the cartons are also useful as
small frames for art work.

To show how money spent in one sector tends to spread and have a kind
of multiplier effect, I brought up the transfer of the baseball franchise from
Seattle to Milwaukee. I had gotten this idea from a radio broadcast in which
the mayor of Milwaukee was being interviewed by a sports announcer. The
mayor had mentioned the multiplier effect that the new major league club would
have on his city’s economy. By the use of leading questions I got the children
to see some of the economic effects the team would have on Milwaukee. Some
of the things we listed were:

o thesale of food and souvenirs at the ball park
e parking for automobiles
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greater use of hotels and restaurants

housing for the bascball players

the sale of more sports equipment and supplies
upkeep of the ball park

the sale of tickets

the need for more sportscasters

® public transportation to get people to the games

The children illustrated each of these for another bulletin-board display. One
little girl observed that having a baseball teum is “sort of like a convention com-
ing to town and staying.”

Culmination

As a culmination activity, the children were put in a role-playing situation
where they could apply some of the vocabulary and principles that had been
covered in the preceding weeks. Five were chosen to be the managers or “entre-
preneurs” of a firm. The rest were to be citizens of the community in which the
firm was located. They were also employees of this firm, which was polluting
the water and air in the course of its operations.* The townspeople were going
to confront the entrepreneurs with these fucts.

. The five entreprencurs were sent into the hall to prepare an opening state-
ment and marshal their arguments. I remained in the room with the town resi-
dents and we did likewise. Then came the confrontation—and 1t was just that!
The townspeople were hostile, belligerent, threatening and uncompromising.
The entrepreneurs were agrecable and willing to work on soluiions to the prob-
lem. Their opening statement ended with the words “Help us,” but it went
unheeded as one accusation after another was flung ut the businessmen. They
even overlooked the fact that the firm was the source of their jobs. They
threatened to quit their jobs, close down the factory, sell their homes and leave
town.

When asked whom they would sell their homes to, they said “the govern-
ment.” Also they said they would go on welfare, (This is interesting, because
“welfare” had never been mentioned in the classroom.) Some of the statements
made by the entreprencurs were as follows:

“We're working on the problem, but remember that you yourself do some

of the polluting.”

“If you want the stuff you have, like cars, you're going to have to live

with it.”

“You should come aud hiclp uscleanup

“If you shut down the factory, you won't have the things you need.”

I think that these remarks indicate an understanding of many of the concepts
and complexities I tried to bring to the attention of my pupils durine the course
of the semester, “Debriefing” was difficult, us the children were quite emotion-
ally involved and could not stop the accusations. (Also, the leading entrepre-
ncur had to leave to tuke a piano lesson. )

The next day I handed out a ditto sheet with the following questions:

. The company was accused of polluting the water and air in our fair

*A good source for teucher background on the subject of pollution appcuared on pages
26-29 of the N.E.A, Journul Toduy's Education, January 1970,
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town. They admitted this, What evidence did you see und hear that they were
willing to correct this situation?
2. Why would they want to correct this situation?

The results were satisfactory. The study of economics gave a focus to many of
my bulletin boards, teaching strategies, science, art, language arts and social
studies lessons. 1t helped to provide a continuity to the activities. It is com-
forting to be able to see where we have started, where we are going, where we
have arrived. It all scemed worthwhile.

G 4% 9%

Economics Through Creative Expression

A Second- and Third-Grade Unit

Starr M. Shelley

The Hickory School, New Orleans, Louisiana

Background

As teacher of a combined second- and third-grade class during the 1969-70
school year my biggest problem was lack of time. And because of an accelerated
curriculum there appcared to be no solution for it. Certainly, there seemed to
be little possibility of weaving another subject into an already tightly knit sched-
ule. Yet, because I had recently attended a summer workshop in economics
and had become convinced of the need to introduce economie concepts at the
primary level, I attempted to develop a program which would become, after its
launching, almost entirely extracurricular.

After a number of false starts, none of which led to anything the children
might have wanted to do on their own time. I decided to take advantage of two
prominent activities in our curriculum which are both enjoyable to the children
—creative expression through plays, and creative writing. Our plays could in-
corporate economic concepts, and creative writing could be utilized in a novel
wiy. Ours is a busy school (a private institution) and we should keep parents
abreast of all activities. There had never been time to publish a weekly news-
letter. although we had always felt the need for one. How much more mean-
ingful it would be if the children produced it themselves!

Development

Economics instruction had been almost totally lacking in our curriculum,
so there were few things we could build upon in developing an economics unit
forsecond- and third-grade pupils. [ decided. then, to arouse interest by relating
cconomics to some known historical event, and chose the voyages of Columbus
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as a starter. The facts of the voyages are but one part of the story—why they
were made and what results they had shoula also be stressed. Children are fas-
cinated by the famous explorers and the hazards they encountered, and the
teacher can capitalize on their interest to introduce such basic economic topics
astrade and the benefits to be derived therefrom.,

Strange as it may seem, it was during a discussion about the earth and its
motions that the opportunity first came. The movements of the earth in rela-
tion to the sun were discussed and this led to a study of cardinal directions. In
turn, this led to the topic of the first voyage of Columbus and why he believed
that by sailing west he could reach the east. The pupils were given an assign-
ment to learn all that they could about Columbus and in the ensuing sessions
they were much better prepared. Eventually, when discussing the reasons for the
voyages, the word “trade” came up. Iasked: “But what was so important about
trade?” In seeking definitions for trade, the children came upon such words as
buying, selling and money. We became involved in considerations of specializa-
tion, interdependence, division of labor, and—at least by implication—com-
parative advantage. The question of why people would risk large sums of money
- in supporting new ventures emanated naturally from a discussion of Queen
Isabella’s financial support of Columbus. From this came the realization that
in some way trade is beneficial to each country involved. Filmstrips, such as
the “People and Goods Travel” series, were used to dramatize some of these
concepts. We also obtained travel brochures from several countries and these
provided a wealth of information, Each pupil was asked to prepare an oral
presentation on a country, pretending to be that nation’s leader.

For Columbus Day we decided to produce a play that we had discovered
in a weekly magazine. After several intensive readings, however, it was clear
that our own studies had resulted in much more information than was contained
in the script. I suggested to the pupils that they do it without a script. In pre-
tending to be the historical characters involved, the children demonstrated what
they had learned about economics. For example, when “Columbus” was trying
to convince Isabella to support his voyage he pointed out that a new market for
Spain’s goods might develop and that, in turn, Spain would acquire new products
from other parts of the world. He even went so far as to argue that the resultant
increase in income would create more jobs and income. Since this was entirely
“ad-libbed” I was well satisfied that my pupils were on the right economic track.
Throughout the scinester we found many cther situations which wire adaptable
to similar role-playing. An added advantage was that misconceptions could be
spoticd and clariiied imiucdiately, and usually the characters in the dramatiza-
tiou did this for one another.

While the dramatization of historical situations was a valuable activity, I
felt that the children should also become involved in some of the real-life prob-
lems that affect them. rhey would naturally be most interested in those which
are closest to them. so some class time was given over to a problem facing our
school. The construction of a new wing was being considered and it was neces-
sary to weigh our desire for this against the costs involved. Space was a prob-
lem, and the children noted that to have a new wing we would have to relinquish
the school driveway. One of the real costs of the wing, then, would be the loss
of the driveway which was deemed to be essential for the safe arrival and de-
parture of the children. Thus, we decided not to “trade off” our driveway for
a new wing. We then perused newspaper advertisements and consulted a real-
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tor, only to find that suitable structures were either unavailable or too expensive,
The concept of unlimited wants versus scarce resources took on real meaning
and it became much casier to upply that concept to other situations, such as
shortages of nurses and teachers, the public's demand for more goods and (at
the same time) pollution control, and the desire for more cars when highways
are already overcrowded.

We devised a simple game that could be played in a variety of situations,
whether we were working with our texts in the classroom or going on a field
trip. Whenever the children encountered an illustration or saw something in
person, they were to name the productive resources in evidence. Upon seeing
a factory, for instance, a child would say: “A factory—capital.” Upon seeing
a man shearing sheep, one might identify the man as being a “human resource”
while another would note the natural resources in the same scene. Differences
of opinion would be discussed and resolved amicably.

A field trip to the state capitol strengthened their understanding of many
concepts. A “For Sale™ sign on a farm led to conjectures regarding the possible
reasons for the farmer’s decision to sell. Was his opportunity cost greater else-

~where? Was the old hand-plow we saw evidence of a luck of modern tech-
nology? What natural resources were available? We discussed the farmer's
products and how they got to us as consumers, identifying the goods and serv-
ices involved all along the way—even including the tires on the trucks which
carry the produce,

Through bread-making and paper-making projects the children acquired
practical experience in division of labor. As the term progressed, they acquired
the habit of seeking information before **sounding off” and of questioning one
another. Our studies of other countries had included a consideration of differ-
ent economic systems, and the students’ vocabulary included such terms as
communism, capitalism, market economy, supply and demand.

We also studied a variety of business situations. For example, upon seeing
an advertisement in which a button shop offered its entire stock at one-third
the original price, we checked into the reasons and concluded that people were
simply not demanding buttons. After rcading that frost had destroyed an orange
crop we found that the price of oranges would rise. The children began to un-
derstand the workings of the law of supply and demand. When we found some
stock in an old automobile company that had long since gone out of business,
we learncd that a great demand for motor vehicles does not guarantee success
for all producers. We noted the variations in supply and demand for such sea-
sonal items as Easter candy. In studying the parents’ occupations, we differen-
tiated between the producers of goods and of services, examined the factors ac-
counting for their success, ana noted whether the demand for their goods or
services varied. (One child whose father is a minister stated that her father's
“business™ is always better at Christmas and Euster.)

Thanks to these experiences the children were ready to launch our major
enterprise—the publication of a newspaper. Through constant use of the daily
newspaper they had become familiar with its format. It was decided, after an
examination of the various forms of business organization, that a corporation
should be established to publish The Hickory School News. Meetings were
held, officers were elected, and a financial record book was set up. The chiidren
were warned that not all business ventures succeed, that the success of this one
would depend on their individual efforts, and that the activity would be almost
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entirely extracurricular. They called another meeting, assigned jobs, decided on
a format, and set the price at one cent per copy. Almost immediately we were
swamped with articles,

The newspaper proved to be extremely popular with parents and children
alike. Circulation doubled in no timc and there was never a shortage of con-
tributors. We even reccived articles written by first-graders and by students
from other schools. Supplies were purchased from the school office and all
went well until there was a price increase. In response to this, the price of The
Hickory School News was raised from one cent to three cents per copy by vote
of the Board of Directors. After several weeks of floating on a cloud of success,
however, their monopoly position was challenged. A competitor emerged in
~ the form of a very fine publication called Primer Pratile. Their advertising alone
was formidable—posters in every nook and cranny blatantly shouted: “Get the
best for less!” Circulation of The Hickory School News faltered, an emergency
meeting of the Board was held, and the price once again dropped to a penny.
Furthermore, improvements were made in the News in order to meet the com-
petition,

_ Outcomes

The newspaper project was a good *capstone” lesson in the workings of the
-competitive market system. All through the year there had been almost limitless
opportunities to relate economics to the various subjects in the curriculum, and
the knowledge acquired was actually put to use. Just as important, the children
began to change their attitudes. Formerly, the older children had looked upon
the first graders as “babies,” but through the newspaper project a communica-
tion developed that was mutually beneficial, for the first graders had been en-
thusiastic contributors. Meetings, originally noisy and unproductive, somehow
developed into orderly and reasonably mature gatherings. The students seemed
to acquire a sense of responsibility, for they not only voted to pay all the costs
of producing the paper, but decided to leave the profits in the “corporate ac-
count” to serve as next year's “capital investment.” On field trips to a bottling
plant and a small weekly newspaper office they viewed production methods with
understanding. When two of their number, the corporation president and the
author of the advice column, were invited to appear on a local television show,
they bulged with a sense of accomplishment. Thanks to economic education,
it was a splendid year.

APPENDIX TO CHAPTER 1

Good Ideas in Brief: Primary Level

MRS. KAR LYNN ROBERTS of the Forrest Park Elementary School in
Pine Bluff, Arkansas, has found that a “Mother’s Day Tea™ is a good vehicle
for teaching economics to first graders. First, the children had to raise money
to finance the tea. This was done by setting up a “popcorn factory.” The various
factors of production were used in the production of popcorn, and division of
labor was employed in an assembly-line technique. The popcorn was sold to
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pupils in the school. All costs were covered and the profit was used to pay for
the items needed for the “Mother's Day Tea.”

MRS. LAURA B. TONEY of the Geneva Kent Elementary School in Hunt-
ington, West Virginia, used a number of activities to teach the value of division
of labor to her first-grade class. One of the most original, however, was the
preparation of a set of transparencics of Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs.

/ The °S|eepy” Truck Dnver

The flour was loaded on the 4ruck
ond gtarted on its way,

Bur scon the drver full asle
So the lead was late that day,

One of a set of transparencies used by Mrs. Laura B, Toney to illustrate special-
ization and division of labor for her first graders at the Geneva Kent Elementary
School in Huntington, West Virginia.
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Each dwarf was depicted in a different role. “Doc” was the farmer; “Bashful”
was the miller who ground the wheat; “Sleepy™ the truck driver who transported
 the flour: “Grumpy™ the buker who produced the finished product; and “Huppy” -
the retailer who sold it to the consumer. The problem of inefliciency was illus-
trated by “Dopey.” whose inability to put items in their proper places created
a bottlencck in the process. Each transparency also contained a short poem de-
scribing the particular dwarf's function.

MRS. IRENE D. SCHULZ of the Jean Gordon Elementary School in New
Orleans, Louisiana, scized upon her third graders' interest in the Mardi Gras
festival to teach economic concepts. The children had been introduced to such
terms as goods, services, wants, needs, producers, consumers and division of
labor through a wide variety of activities. Then, when constructing a Mardi
Gras float, the children were asked to keep a record of the resources they utilized.
In a role-playing situation, some pupils acted as businessmen., while others pre-
tended to be reporters asking them how Mardi Gras affected their businesses.
These interviews were taped, played back and discussed in class. During a trip
to it firm that makes Mardi Gras floats, the children saw how division of labor
is utilized and how specialization increases productive efficiency. Through the
use of films, modern Mard: Gras parades were compared with those of the past
so that the children could see how technology had changed these celebrations.
Finally, a Mardi Gras parade in which the entire school would participate was
planned and executed with great success.

MRS. SHIRLEY C. JENNINGS of the Thomas Jefferson Elementary
School in New Britain, Connecticut, has used role-playing in a particularly
effective way to teach economic principles relating to family budgeting and the
government’s role in the economy. Her third graders cut out pictures of the
things they want from magazines and catalogues. Each child’s cut-outs were
then placed in plastic bags and display :d on the bulletin board. After several
lessons introducing them to concepts of money and income, the pupils placed
realistic prices on the cutouts representing their wants, and selected the items
most dear to them. Invariably they chose expensive goods. Then each child
selected some other items which would equal the price of the first choice, thus
enabling him to see the real or alternative cost of his initial selection.

Groups were formed which represented families of different sizes and with
different incomes. Using the cut-outs to represent wants and play money to
represent income, each “family” attempted to construct a budget. This forced
them to establish priorities and strongly reinforced what they had learned about
real costs. “Low-income families™ had trouble making ends meet, while “upper-
income families™ often had moncey left over after their needs had been met. The
former began to experience frustration and a sense of injustice. The families
were then re-formed so that all would share in similar cxperiences. A “bank™
was sct up in the classroom to enable the families to deposit their savings in
checking or savings accounts, Intensive discussions took place on the problems
of the poorer families, resulting in numerous suggestions whereby these families
might increase their real incomnnes.

A bus tour of the city was used to show the class that there are also social
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needs and wants (such us schools, §re protection and police services) and that
the concept of real cost also applies to the city's budget-making problems, A
new character then entered the scae in the classroom family—the tax collector.
Now thc family budget-makers had to take taxation into account, leading to
some heated discussions on the fairaess of the proportion taken from each
family's income and the benefits derived from public services. Throughout this
22-lesson unit in economics, the role-playing sessions became increasingly com-
plex and sophisticated, The results were evident in culminating field trips to a
bank and city hall, for the children posed highly intelligent questions on the
functions of banks and the city government in meeting our needs and wants. As
part of the evaluation process, questionnaires were sent to the parents to deter-
mine whether or not the things learned in the classroom had any “carryover®
at home. It included such questions as: “Has your child made any remarks
about the cost of things or about making choices when we spend money?” Posi-
tive responses to most of these questions indicated that these third graders were
applying their new knowledge of economic concepts to their everyday lives.
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CHAPTER TWO

Intermediate Level: Grades 4-6

Our Inflated Economy

A Sixth-Grade Simulation Game

Francis V. Bono
Tavernerville School, Parkersburg, West Virginia

Background and Objectives

My class of 34 sixth graders was made up of children from lower socioeco-
nomic areas, and many were from broken homes. Although the economic
problem of choice-making is a particularly serious one for children of this back-
ground, they get little training or experience in handling money or coping with
the kinds of decisions that they will have to make as adults. They need to know
how problems are solved in a real-life situation and thus I developed a simula-
tion game designed to help them acquire the understandings and skills that will
have practical value after they leave school.

The specific aims were to give the children an understanding of the follow-
ing:

What inflation 1s.

What causesinflation.

What can be done to combat inflation.

How the scientific method is used in approaching problems like inflation.
How to interpret graphs and diagrams.

How to present data through developing gra phs.

SUNPpLON—~

Development and Use of the Game

At the beginning of the game each child is assigned randomly to a particular
occupation. Some can be categorized as professionals ( doctor, lawyer, profes-
sor, engineer, school principal), some as skilled workers (machinist, plumber,
electrician, bookkeeper, carpenter, printer and the like), and others as unskilled
factory workers. Their incomes vary accordingly, the lowest (in terms of take-
home pay) being $350 per month, the highest $1000 per month,

Next, the room is divided into five arcas—the food area, the shelter area,
the clothing area, the transportation area, and the miscellaneous area. A cer-
tain minimum percentage of each child’s pay must be spent in each of these
areas. These percentages can be changed as the game progresses, for remems-
ber that the topic is inflation. At least 14 percent must be spent for food, 19
percent for shelter, five percent for clothing. and so on. The minimum for
transportation varies, depending upon whether or not the child has his own
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“car.” Note that a child can spend more than the required minimum if he so
chooses. (This can give a pupil a feeling for the opportunity cost principle, for
he soon sees that if he spends too much in one area he sacrifices something
from one or more of the other areas.) The miscellaneous area contains many
“articles” for sale, including such luxury items as stereo sets as well as the
necessities of life, and prices are established for each. These prices, of course,
will rise to show the effects of inflation. No restrictions are placed upon spend-
ing, so the child may elect to spend all of his income or he may save some.

Some children are home-owners, while others rent their houses or apart-
ments. Various rental and mortgage payment figures are provided, mortgage
payments ranging from a low of $45 to a high of $305 per month. The child
may choose whatever rental or mortgage figure he likes, as long as he spends at
least the minimum percentage of his income mandated for housing. A child may
change his residence as the game progresses, as in the case where he finds he is
spending too much for housing, but each move costs him $50 for moving fees.

Some of the pupils are categorized as car-owners, while others must find
other means of transportation. The car-owner is assumed to spend 15 percent
of his monthly income for running his car. The non-owner, however, may spend
as little as four percent for transportation, for he can use public facilities or join
a car pool. It is up to each child to decide whether or not to become a car-
owner.

A very important part of the game is the fate cards. Twenty-two of these
cards were prepared, each containing a situation which would involve an un-
expected receipt or expenditure of money. A sample of the situations follows:

e You receive $75 from a friend who owes you money.

e You must pay $50 in income taxes.

® You break your glasses and must pay $25 for a new pair.
e You must take an emergency trip that costs $70.

The situations listed above would apply to any pupil. These cards are drawn
at least once by every member of the class, and the student must react according-
ly in planning his expenditures. In addition to the generalized fate cards such as
those above, others were prepared that would apply only to certain individuals.
Auto-owners might get a card indicating that they have to pay $100 for a repair
bill or $15 for a traffic violation. Non-owners might be told to pay $5.00 for a
taxi during an emergency. Home-owners will get cards telling them to pay $55
to have the furnace repaired, while those renting apartments might find that
their leases will not be renewed and they will have to seek new lodgings and
pay the $50 fee for moving. Workers have to pay union dues, while profession-
als must redecorate taeir offices.

The use of fate cards practically guarantees that some children will find
themselves short of cash. If this should occur, they may have to apply for a
loan at the bank, paying an appropriate rate of interest. Goods can be pur-
chased on credit, but the instalment payments will include interest. Each stu-
dent keeps a record of his payments and purchases. Prices increase gradually
during the game. News bulletins are circulated periodically to give the children
information on conditions that might affect prices. A sample of these bulletins
follows:

® The Federal government is increasing the amount of goods sent abroad
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vy several millions of dollars worth because of the war. Shortages of these
goods are expected to develop at home.

® Economists report that people are demanditg more goods and services
and that buying on credit is on the increase,

® Farmers are reportedly burning their wheat ficlds to bring about short-
ages of wheat, This is expected to affect the prices of all products made
from wheat.

® Steel workers are on strike. The price of steel is expected to risc as a re-
sult,

® Truckdrivers are on strike. Shipping costs are expected to rise.

® There has been a general slowdown in the production of goods and serv-
ices for domestic consumption because of the war.

The children must be kept fully occupied as the game is being played. Each
child gets an activities sheet listing various things that must be done if the child
is to collect his monthly income. The activities are varied so that the pupils will
not become bored and so that they will learn relevant facts and concepts. For
example, one activity involves the making of posters to advertise products.
Readings on inflation are included. They are instructed to locate articles in
newspapers and magazines to make a scrapbook on inflation and to form the
basis for a written report on the subject. Some of the activities call for creativity,
The pupil may write letters to imaginary friends in other countrics, explaining
our problem with inflation. They may make up songs, poems or jingles that
relate to class work. Committees may be formed to draw up a list of recom-
mendations to the President on ways of fighting inflation. One important activity
is the making of graphs showing the individual’s financial status. Students may
be working on different projects at the same time and the teacher can provide
help and guidance on an individual basis, Films, guest speakers and group dis-
cussions can be introduced whenever they will help to clarify a point, provide
needed information or illustrate a concept. In short, the game is not rigidly
confined to preplanned rules and procedures, but can be varied in terms of the
interests, needs and abilities of the class.

Note that the game deals with subjects other than economics or the social
studies. Mathematics is needed in computing percentages, tabulating expendi-
tures, planning budgets and constructing graphs. Graphs should be made by
each child to show his monthly expenditures for each of the categories. Month-
by-month comparisons can be made so that the child sees how well he is han-
dling his personal finances. (Incidentally, a “month” for purposes of the game
can be one, two or three days. The game should run for at least 315 weeks.)
The teacher must not forget to keep raising the prices of just about everything
that the children can buy.

Organization and preparation are extremely important. Students can be
assigned to help keep records, serve as bankers and do many other necessary
tasks, Orderly procedures must be worked out for distributing activity sheets,
drawing the fate cards, assigning “incomes” and “occupations” and so on. The
rules and procedures must be carefully explained and the game should not start
until everyone clearly understands them. From time to time, the teacher must
provide instruction on an all-class %asis in such things as computing percentages
and making graphs. Discussions should be held periodically on such questions
as the effects that inflation is having, what the apparent causes are, and what
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might be done about it. Note that incomes may rise during the game and the
child may not realize at first that while his money income has increased his real
~ income has not.

Discussions should be held on who suffers most from inflation, so the pupils
learn that some groups are relatively untouched by it while others (such as those
living on pensions) are seriously hurt. At this stage in the game it should be-
come evident that some of the children are suffering more than others. The
class can also be taught to interpret and use diagrams to clarify economic con-
cepts. In the diagram below, for example, they get a picture of the relationship
between demand and supply and see how money flows from consumers to sup-
pliers, To illustrate inflation, one can increase the size of the demand box so
that an obvious imbalance occurs. More complex diagrams can be introduced
after they have mastered this simple one.

Goods and Services
Supply > Demand
of < for
Goods and Services Money Paid for Goods and Services
Goods and Services

The final phase of the game, of course, involves a consideration of what can
be done to combat inflation. A good exercise related to this is to have the pupils
interview people in the community. They can use a brief questionnaire con-
taining the following questions:

1. Do you think that an increase in taxes will help control inflation?
( ) Yes. ( )No. ( )Idon’tknow.
2. Do you think that direct government control over prices and wages would
be a good way to fight inflation?
( )Yes. ( )No. ( )Idon't know.
3. The Vietnam conflict is—
( ) strongly responsible for inflation.
( ) somewhat responsible for inflation.
( ) mildly responsible for inflation.
( ) not atall responsible for inflation.
( )1don’t know.

The children can help to formulate the questions. They should try to get perti-
nent information about each person they interview to be sure that the population
sampled is representative of the total population in the community. The results
of the poll can then be tabulated, computed in percentage terms, and depicted on
a graph. (Before letting the children interview people, set up a role-playing
situation in which they interview the teacher. This will give them practice and
enable them to detect possible flaws in their questionnaire or their interviewing
techniques.)

The results of the poll can be the subject of a final discussion in which all
possible “cures” for inflation are considered. In addition to such things as in-
creased taxation, reductions in government spending and price-wage controls,
it is important to talk about the steps that can be taken by the individual or the
family. Thus, a practical result of the unit can be an understanding of what the
average person can do right now to protect his income from the ravages of
rapidly rising prices.
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Evaluation

_ To a considerable degree, evaluation can be informal. The game provides
ample opportunity to observe student progress as they work individually, in
small groups or as a class. Remember that once the routines have been firmly
established and the pupils know what is expected of them, the game offers many
chances for the teacher to give individual help and guidance and thus to see how
well each student is mastering the concepts. One can note how well children
cope with the unexpected financial situations presented by the fate cards and
whether they improve in handling their expenditures month-by-month,
For a formal evaluation, objective tests can be constructed. Some of the
items I have used are as follows:

® Mr. Smith pays 10 percent of his monthly earnings for food, 20 percent
for rent, 10 percent for clothing, 20 percent for transportation, and 20
percent for miscellaneous items. The rest is deposited in a bank. Make
a graph showing how Mr. Smith spends his money.

® Mr. Smith takes home $500 a month, Using the percentages given in the
question above, figure out how much in dollars he spends on food, clothing
and shelter.

® Mr. Smith has $300. He spends $38. What percentage of the $300 did he
spend?

® Explain in one paragraph how you could go about finding how people
feel toward the possibility that inflation will get much more serious next
year.

® Write a bri-f definition of inflation.

® What are some of the things that we can do to combat inflation?

Other questions called for an interpretation of the kinds of diagrams that had
been used and explanations for such terms as supply, demand, goods and serv-
ices. The results were encouraging and I believe that children can learn about
such important problems as inflation at an early age. In the process of studying
this issue, they can acquire many basic skills and understandings that will apply
to the real-life problems that confront them.
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Ricky and Billy's Dollar Vote

Economics in Sixth Grade

Mrs. O. L. Burney

Central Elementary School, Idabel, Okiachoma

Background and Objectives

The pupils in the four grade-six classes in the Tdabel Central Elementary
School are not grouped uaccording to academic ability. My class included chil-
dren of below-average achievement, and Indign and Negro youngsters as well
as whites. None had had economics before. Prior to starting the concentrated
study of economics which will be described in this report, 1 established the foun-
dations at every opportunity during the regular social studies activitics. For
cxample, while studying the nations of Europe and Asia, I pointed out that all
societies have some form of economic system and that they can be classified in
various ways. Free Enterprise, Controlled Economies and Mixed Economies
were the simple categories that were used at first, The pupils also learned that
all societies are faced with the same basic problem of allocating their scarce re-
sources to meet the wants and needs of their people.

In a study of the Industrial Revolution, the children saw how agricultural
and sclf-sufficient economies gave way to industrial, mass-production, inter-
dependent societics. They learned how to classify the economies of European
countries in these terms, suw how and why economic development occurred,
acquired an understanding of productive resources, and began to discuss such
things as exports, population, transportation, educational systems and living
standards in relation to a given nation’s economy. They watched television
broadcasts for facts and situations that would illustrate what they were learning.

As the first semester drew to a close, I looked for an opportunity to relate the
study of economics to something close to the actual experiences of the boys and
girls. My objective was to help the children understand the following:

1. All societies must allocate scarce resources to meet the wants and needs
of the people. .

2. All societies must answer the questions: What shall we produce? How
shall we produce? For whom shall we produce?

3. The United States cconomy is based upon the free enterprise system or
market system.

4. The consumer has an important role in guiding and directing our ccon-
omy through his “dollar votes.”

5. A certain amount of government control and interference is accepted in
our economy for the protection of the people.

6. Specialization and division of labor usually result in greater output.

7. Financial institutions act as intermediaries between business and the
consumer.

8. The productive resources (land, labor and capital) arc organized by the
entrepreneur,
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9. Business may take the form of proprictorshigs, partnerships or corpuia-
tions.
10. Profit acts as an incentive to business in our ¢conomy,

Furthermore, I wanted them to begin to employ the problem-solving method in
which ane identifies and states a problem, looks for various solutions, evaluates
the possible solutions, and attempts to act on the conclusion that one or another
solution appears to be the best. -

Our community has many acres of fertile land once used chiefly for cotton
farming. These farms have made the gradual change from self-sufficiency to
specialization, Small farms are disappearing and large, mechanized agricul-
tural establishments are replacing them. Other crops, such as soy beans, have
been introduced. Industry is moving into the area, thanks to good roads and
highways, an adequate water supply, and availability of labor. (Many small
farmers are seeking employment in industry.) One of the new plants that has
moved to Idabel within the past year is a manufacturer of western-style blue
jeans. This was made-to-order for my purposes.

Development

Onc day I asked how many boys in the room wore the jeans manufactured by
this new firm in our town. When Ricky and Billy held up their hands I asked
them if they knew where their jeans came from. Some of the students’ parents
worked at the plant and others are farmers who produce the raw material from
which such garments as blue jeans are made. All of the children cxpressed in-
terest in finding out how the jeans are made, particularly when the emphasis was
pluced upon the important role played by the consumer in determining the pro-
duction and price of such a commodity, Thus, we decided upon the title “Ricky
and Billy's Dollar Vote” for our study and divided it into five parts as follows:

. The Production of Cotton.

. The Ginning and Marketing of Cotton.
. Making the Fabric.

. Manufacturing the Jeans.

. Retailing the Final Product.

VP WN -

For Part One we focused upon a farm owned by one of the parents. This
farm happened to be a partnership, so we were able to discuss this form of busi-
ness enterprise. The owners, of course, were the entrepreneurs, We compared
this large, modern farm with the self-sufficient farm of the past, and studied the
employment of machines, division of labor and the technology in this endeavor.
A farmer spoke to the class aboui the operation of the furm and explained inter-
dependence by listing the large number of people whose services make a contri-
bution to his work.

One of the services mentioned by the farmer was that of the bank. We took a
class trip to the Idabe! Inational Bank, studied the different services it provides,
comvared savings and checking accounts, studied interest rates, and learned
about the function of the Federal Reserve System. The problems of inflation and
recession were brought up at this point, current news reports were examined. and
posters, charts, graphs and transparencies were made to illustrate the related
problems and concepts. The President’s attempts to curb inflation were exam-
ined and became the subject of reports.
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A committee was sent to visit the offices of the government agencies which
_provide serviees to farmers. They reported to the class on the different types of
foans farmers may receive and explained the cotton allotment program. This, of
course, was an excellent example of how the government enters our economy.
Technological progress in agriculturc was studicd from the invention of the cot-
ton gin to the present time.

The class studied the cotton market and a student interviewed a local cotton
buyer. Thus, we saw the mechanism by which cotton gets from the grower to the
textile mill. This was a good illustration of the workings of the market econony.
Materials were obtained from the Cotton Institute and from various mills. We
studied the history of the textile industry, saw the way in which the industry
depends upon other sectors of the economy, examined the demand situation, and
noted how cloth manufactured in one part of the country gets to markets in other
parts of the nation. Interviews with business people were a valuable source of
information,

A trip to the factory was a major event. Plans were made in advance. The
personnel director of the plant received a summary of our study and a list of
questions developed by myself and the students. Before making the trip we re-
viewed what we had learned so far and discussed what we would do at the plant.
A field trip should always be preceded by arrangements such as these, for the
host should know what is expected of him and the class should know what you
hope to accomplish through the trip. The plant manager covered all of the pre-
planned questions and answercd many more which the pupils raised after his
talk. He was so impressed by the knowledge that these children had acquired
and by the excellent questions they had prepared, that he asked for a set of the
questions to use as a guide for future class tours. A follow-up discussion was
held after we returned to school.

When we got to the final phase of our study, we selected a well-known retail
chain for intensive study. The tirm provided us with information about the com-
pany and about the marketing procedures it uses. We had already learned how
the product gets from the factory to the retail outlet. The class studied the history
of the retail chain, learned how to order by mail, and made a trip to one of the
stores. When the pupils found that one could open a charge account in the store,
their natural curiosity about this service enabled me to teach about the cost of
credit and the function of interest. We had traced the jeans from the time the cot-
ton is planted until the time Ricky and Billy received them for their use. In the
process, numerous economic facts. concepts and principles were dealt with in a
manner which the children found both interesting and meaningful.

Evaluation

Evaluation is most cffective when it is an on-going and multifaceted process.
Tests can be instruments for learning as well as devices for measuring student
progress, and testing can take many forms. One test which T developed for this
study required the pupils to apply their knowledge to new situations. At the top
of the test paper there would be a map of an imaginary country showing its topo-
graphical features, natural rescurces, and major roads and waterways. The
students were asked to study the map and respond to such questions as these:

o Where do you think pcople would settle and why?
e What kinds of occupations would the people most likely have?
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® What nccded resources are lacking?
® What are some industries that might develop in this country?
® By what racans would people be most likely to travel?

More complicated situations were introduced in the luter tests. The discovery of
a new resource (gold in one case; salt deposits in another ) was added to the map
with questions such as the following:

® Describe the sequence of events that might oceur as a result of this dis-
covery.

e What would you predict for the economy of this area 20 years after the
discovery?

® What problems might appeur in exploiting this newly found resource?
(In one case, the resource was found in a mountainous area.)

® What might happen if this resource is exhausted after 40 years?

Finally, in the most complex test of all, the pupils were asked to draw compar-
isons between two of the imaginary countrics with questions such as these:

e Compure the probuable growth patterns of the two countries.

e Compare the needs of the people in these two areas.

® List and discuss the problems these two areas might encounter.
® What might be the roles of the leaders of these two countries.

e Compare the means of trunsportation and communication.

The ability of the students to handle examinations like these and the quality
of their papers and oral reports indicated that they had done much more than
memorizc simple facts. They made audio tapes on such topics as the produc-
tion of cotton, economic opportunity loans, the textile industry, and the retailing
of the final product. They wrote intelligently about banking, opportunity cost,
inflation, the profit system, the factors of production and recession. Charts,
graphs and posters were made on such topics as competition, government spend-
ing, forms of business organization, profit margins and inflation. The pupils
made crossword puzzles using economic terms, drew maps showing the Federal
Reserve Districts, constructed graphs of such things as cotton imports and ex-
ports, and arranged bulletin board displays on economic issues and topics.

Informal or subjective meuns cun also be used for evaluation. Thus, I noted
that student interest and participation was high during this study. The econ-
omic aspects were correlated with other subjects, so that there was greater in-
terest shown in spelling, grammar and mathematics. (Math, for example, was
needed for determining percentages in their graphs. ) Parents made many com-
ments on their chiidren's interest in current news. One family was in for a shock
when their son took over the conversation with some English visitors by asking
them about the British economy and the chunces that the United Kingdom might
join the Common Market! This so impressed the visitors that they came to the
school to meet the rest of the class.

The children acquired confidence in their own abilities. They began to be
more at ease with adults, for we hud hud many adult speakers in during the yeur,
and many children had interviewed adults in the community. They survived a
rigorous *“‘workout™ when they were questioned about their studies during a
P.T.A. Open House meeting. Economic terms entered into their daily conver-
sation, and they begun to employ the problem-solving approach in many situa-
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tions. Not only did these young people learn how our economy is structured,
_how the consumer helps to determine what is produced, and how the market
place functions in a free enterprise system, but they came to realize the import-
ance of education in economic development and in their own lives. The children
indicated that they were eager to continuc with this sort of work, thus realizing
that although they had learned a great deal there was still much more to be done.
It was extremely rewarding,

5% 4% G

The Freaky Frog Company

A Fourth-Grade Economic Enterprise

Edmund F. Greenaich
Highlands Elementary School, Spring Valley, California

Background

Believing that everyone should have a working knowledge of the economic
system in which they live, it was my aim to give my fourth-grade pupils a con-
structive experience that would improve their understanding of the American
economy. It seemed to me that the best approach would be to develop a project
in which the children could actually gain experience in answering the basic
economic questions of what to produce, how to produce, and for whom. Ideally,
the home and the community would be involved, and the inquiry method would
be used to help the children learn to think for themselves. Such concepts as
division of labor, supply and demand, and functional distribution of income
would be learned through their application to a realistic situation in which the
pupils were interested.

The children had been introduced to production and consumption as it re-
lates to their families, they knew that choices must be made because wants are
usually unlimited while resources are relatively scarce and the factor of inter-
dependence had been discussed. They had had some lessons on the role of
banks, why incomes differ, and how businessmen make decisions based on costs
and risks. The study of economic systems began when we were studying the
land and people of Japan. In discussions, group work and assigned readings we
had compared Japan with California. One day a child in a discussion suggested
that we go to see the Japanese Village at Sea World, an idca that was received
with great enthusiasm.

Each child would have to have 80 cents to go to Sea World, but children are
not permitted to bring money from home for a school-sponsored field trip. Thus,
the probiem presented itself—how could we get enough money to make. the
trip? To get ideas, we viewed the filmstrip “Economics in the Home, School,
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Community—Distribution of Goods™ and the film “We Want Goods and Serv-
ices.” After discussing these, the children came to the conclusion that they
should produce and sell a product to raise the needed funds.

Development

The first question was: “What to produce?” The class knew about the im-
portance of consumer demand, so it was decided that a survey should be made
in the school to see what kind of product would sell. A poll was taken, and the
responses were listed and categorized under food, toys, models, clothes and
candy. Toys were clearly favored, but it became necessary to ascertain what
sort of toy would be popular. Further questions revealed that a toy that had
some practical use would be preferred. A stuffed frog that could serve as a
door stop was chosen as our product and given the name “Freaky Frog,”

Next we had to determine what we would need in order to produce the
frogs. A chart was made of the items that would be needed, categorized by
factor of production (natural resources, capital and labor). Money would have
to be raised to pay for materials, so ways of financing our company became a
major topic for discussion. They decided to apply for a loan at a commercial
bank. A “business license” was obtained from the principal, and the school
nurse inspected the room to grant health clearance, Committees were estab-
lished to investigate costs and prices, and 2 budget was drawn up. We would
need a loan of $20.00 from the bank. In order to convince the bank that the
risk would be minimal, a careful study was made to obtain an estimate of total
revenues and total costs. After considering all costs, including wages for our
workers, we found that we would have to sell 48 frogs to be able to pay all costs
and make a profit.

A committee was clected to go to the bank. I had discussed the project
with the bank manager first, of course. The bunk manager greeted the com-
mittee, explained the bank’s operations, studied the proposal, and then in-
formed the committee that he could not grant the loan unless they formed a
general partnership. They would also have to fill out a credit application,
listing all their assets and liabilities. A general partnership was formed, with
all members of the class signing the agreement. Company officers were elected
(and paid salaries), responsihilities were identified. and meetings were sched-
uled. A list of assets and liabilities was made and the committee returned
to the bank with this list and a copy of the partnership agreement. The loan
was approved, a promissory note was drawn up, and a checking account was
established for the Freaky Frogs Company. The children were instructed in
the use of the checkbook and were informed that the loan would come due
in one month. The interest would be $.13 for the month.

Now the preparations for production began in earnest. Tools were as-
sembled and materials were purchased. Checks were written by the Treasurer
and co-signed by me for these purchases. A ten-step process was developed
for producing the frogs. Mathematics lessons were used in making the neces-
sary measurements. The recent study of Japan was recalled, for ‘ve had seen
pictures of production lines in Japanese television factorics. Some, however,
wanted to have the frogs made on an individual basis. An experiment was
set up to see which method would be better. Ten children working individu-
ally were compared with ten working in a production line. Each group was
given the same amount of time, resources and materials. When the production
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line produced four frogs in the time that the others had taken to complete only
one, the cluss becume convinced of the superiority of division of labor and
specialization. This experiment also led to improvements in the production
line, however, for it had become evident that more labor was needed at cer-
tain points. A film-strip on division of lubor also helped at this stage.

Several departments were established. These included a Production Divi-
sion, a Clean-Up Department, an Order Department, Advertising, Sales, Per-
sonnel, and Accounting.  Accounts were kept, recording all expenditures.
Orders for frogs wete recorded and filed. Leaflets and posters were made to
advertise the frogs and advertising space was obtained in classroom news-
papers. A price of $2.00 had been established for the frogs, although those
which were below standard would be sold at $1.50. When some children
did not work as much as others, it was decided that wages would be based on
time actually worked. A study was made of various methods of wage pay-
ments and it was decided that different jobs would command different wage
rates. A *“‘wave card” was kept for each child, indicating the type of job he
held, how much he worked each day, and what he had earned daily. Work
requiring little skill commanded a wage of $.04 or $.05, while sewing machine
operators received $.06, and managerial people received $.08. As efficiency
improved, an across-the-board wage increase was granted.

The total revenue from the sale of frous was $65.00. The bank loan
could be repaid, all costs could be met and there would be a profit. Now the
class had to decide what to do with the profits. One proposal was that the
money be placed in a savings account, but this would have to be done or
an individual basis and the interest rate was not attractive. I suggested th-t
they buy corporate stock and after the visit to Sea World they gave some
thought to acquiring some of the stock of that corporation. A stockbroker
visited the class, but when he called their attention to articles on the recent
decline in the stock market they decided not to take the risk. A third idea was
that the money might be reinvested in our own firm. To boost morale, they
used some of the money for a Japuanese dinner (including everything from
seaweed to octopus), and then purchased materials for an art project. We
still had money left in the checking account ($7.00), and after much dis-
cussion it was decided that this should be donated to an organization working
to help preserve our local eavironment.

Evaluation

This project gave the class, the parents, important members of the com-
munity, and me an insight into children and their ability to learn and to
apply basic economic concepts. In a self-evaluation, it was concluded that
we had achieved the following: '

1. We had learned to work together effectively, using the factors of pro-
duction efficiently to produce a good product.

2. In producing and selling a product we had helped to meet some of
our own material needs.

3. We had learned how to advertise and sell a product,

4. We gained first-hand knowledge of the function of banks in our cconomy.

5. We learned the importance of consumer demand in guiding and direct-
ing production.
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6. We gained expericnce in planning to produce a product, acquiring
the necessury materials, determining wage rates, and making payments,

7. We learned how to handle a budget and how to balance our accounts,

8. We studied various ways of investing money and learned to consider
the alternative opportunitics.

9. We had done something of value for ourselves and for others,

It should be noted that every part of the clementary curriculum was
brought to bear in this project. Arithmetic was used in measuring the ma-
terials, determining wages, keeping our accounts, and in preparing production
and sales graphs, Oral communication improved as the pupils made sales
speeches, run their business mectings, conferred in discussion groups, engaged
in role-playing activities, and talked with adults (such as the bank manager).
Good grammar was necessary for the development of advertising materials,
the writing of business letters, and the preparation of reports. The constant
need to peruse books, magazines and newspapers to get information and ideas
served as reading exercise.  Art was a key subject, for posters had to be made
and illustrations had to be drawn for advertisements. Various crafts were
used in the actual manufacture of the frog. The social studies aspect involved
far more than economics, for the children had to learn how to live and work
together in u democratic fashion, how to use parliamentary procedures, and
how to establish rules for working in large and small groups. Lessons from
sufety education were applied to the assembly line procedure. for we were often
using tools that could be dungerous if not handled properly. Science was
related in the use of some of the raw materials and equipment, and in the
discussions that led to our decision to donate the profits for environmental
protection,

In summary. everyone involved in this project became convinced that
fourth-grade children can learn economics if it is applied to something they
find interesting and important, if they sce its relationship to their everyday
lives, and if a practical rather than an uabstract approach is used. I think we
proved that the study of economics can not only be stimulating and rewarding,
itcaneven be fun.*

“The uctivities described above ure excerpts from a 46.page report submitted by

Mr. Greenalch, Because of limitutions of spuce. we have had to omit details on the
matertals used, how the prowuchion Lne was st up, and the he. Tne Eauor.
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Broadening the Understanding of
Economic Goals in Grade Six

Della M. Coughran
lakewood Elementary School, North little Rock, Arkansas

Background

Economics, the other social science disciplines, and—indeed—all of the
subjects included in the curriculum have meaning only if they are applied
to the aspirations and goals of human beings. The use of cconomic goals in
the classroom is a convenient teaching tool, for it helps to focus attention
upon the problems and hopes of the society that has established those goals.
The study of economic facts, concepts, principles, problems and theories can
be related to the economic goals, so that the pupil is constantly aware of the
purpose of studying the material. Futhermore, the goal-orientation provides
a means of evaluating economic arguments and principles, for one can always
ask how well thos¢ arguments or principles would serve to help achieve one
or more of the recognized goals,

The goals were introduced to the children in simple terms. One of my
purposes was to lay to rest the erroneous assumption that economic under-
standings can be included only in the social studies, and I was determined to
relate economic goals and concepts to every subject in the curriculum when it
was appropriate to do so. Furthermore, the goals themselves are not rigidly
confined to economics, but apply to many aspects of human living. Thus,
the goal of growth (which was to be the key goal) applies not only 10 increases
in real per capita income but to progress in developing human values. Security
involves more than material comfort, for a person may have a storehouse of
riches but lack the security that comes with self-confidence and human under-
standing. The goal of efficiency relates not only to the allocation of scarce
productive resources, but to the employment of good study habits and the
wise use of one’s time. Justice refers to fairness in such things as pupil-teacher
relationships as well as to the distribution of personal income. Stability per-
tains to the maintenance of a proper balance in our work and personal lives
and not simply to business fluctuations. The goal of freedom, so basic to the
free enterprise system, has obvious implications for life in a democratic society;
but it also rests on the notion of responsibility, for freedom can degenerate
to license if people fail to realize that it must be used in a manner that does
not impinge upon the rights of others. To these traditional goals we added
humaneness, implying a concern for others in our personal contacts as well
as in our economic cndeavors.

Development

One might think that the Old Stone Age has little meaning to the children
of 1970, and this would be a valid assumption if it were taught simply as a
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series of historical facts. We found. however, that the seven goals we had
_identitied could be applied to life in the distant past. The children projected
themselves into the Paleolithic era, trying to feel as Old Stone Age man felt,
and to think as he must have thought. This was fun for the class, as they
were allowed to express their creative imagination freely. They entered into
the spirit of the thing eagerly, and the goals took on greater meuning as they
looked at Stone Age life in terms of how well it met one or more of the goals.
In fact, the four cultural revolutions of man were approached in the same
manner. The economic goal of security was applicd to Neolithic man's build-
ing of permancnt homes, his domestication of animals, and his development
of agriculture, for example. Efficiency was related to the beginnings of spe-
cialization in the villages. By the time we got to the Industrial Revolution the
children were able to associate the goals with economic developments and
to demonstrate their understanding through written reports and large charts.
An Economic Goal Scrapbook was made. illustrating such things as the appli-
cation of human, capital and natural resources in cconomic growth, Art work
was used extensively and pupil drawings soon covered one wall with creative
illustrations of the application of the cconomic goals.

The productive resources of one cra were compared with those of the
other cras, not only to show how one differed from the other but how later
ages were built upon the carlier. The basic problem of scarcity was discussed
as it applied to cach cultural era and this problem was seen as the “bridge”
that connected each culture by presenting them with a common dilemma.
A modern problem that came into focus in our classroom very early was the
problem of ccology. After the study of three of the four cultural revolutions
had been completed. the children were ready ‘o approach the problems created
by man's modification of his cnvironment. It was amazing to see how these
sixth graders could detect the effects — political and social as well as eco-
nomic — of such developments as the internal combustion engine. The threat
that man poses to his environment had not been ignored earlier, however,
for even in the study of the Old Stone Age it was seen that man sometimes
misused naturc’s endowments and often failed to control one of his most
valuable resources, fire.

The crises that have plagued the 20th century were not seen as external
catastrophes, but as immediate issues for which each individual (even the
sixth grader) bears some responsibility. Even if the individual is not respon-
sible tor bringing about the problems. he is still responsible for using his abili-
ties to scek solutions. At least, this was the attitude that had developed in
the classroom. Debates and panel groups were used to allow the children to
express their opinions and to see the advantages of having differences aired.
Not only did these activities teach them to respect one another's rights to be
heard, but they often helped them to see that the solution to one problem
(such as the development of machines to do a particular job better) can create
even more protlems (such as pollution caused by the machines). This also
led to an understanding of the usefulness of the problem-solving method of
approaching important issues.

The environmental issu¢ was one that aroused the attention of the chil-
dren to the point where they eagerly scarched for information, often using
publications aimed at a much older and more sophisticated audience. Every-
one kept up with news broadcasts, read newspapers, perused such journals as
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The Scientific American, and in other ways sought to increase our under-
standing of the problem. Each newspaper clipping that was placed in their
notebooks was related to one or more of the seven econonic goals, A threat-
ened strike on the part of employees at the waterworks was seen as a conflict
between the goals of freedom and security, (‘The workers' freedom to strike
was at odds with the community's security in that a shortage of water would
be damaging, Of course. the workers' seeurity might also have been an issue
in the conflict.) An item on world population growth was associated with
the concept of scarcity and the goal of security, for the greater demands on
the world’s food supply could result in too littie -food for many people. The
goal of humaneness was applied to the welfare reform hill, to an article on
the low pay received by mail carriers. and to the President’s foreign aid request.
One youngster was even able to see the relationship between a news story
on interest rates and the goal of economic stability. In secking out information
on growth, some of the children concentrated upon various sectors of the
economy as well as on the nation as a whole. One boy. for example, studied
trends in the stock market and in housing construction,

Through interpretation of editorial cartoons, newspaper articles, graphs and
the like, the children revealed a keen insight into the economic problems of
today. In their art work they demonstrated their ability to apply the economic
goals and concepts to history. Pictorial time charts were made, for instance,
which showed the growth of civilization, relating technological and economic
developments to appropriate political and cultural events,

Culmination

Children cnjoy sharing their learning with others, %: particular, they like to
dramatize the facts and concepts that they have mastered. Thus, a short play
was written for the entertainment and instruction of other clas . The play,
entitled “Man Alive," focused upon ccology. Among the characters were
Mother Nature, Father Time, Man Alive, Water Clean, Forest Tall, and others
representing the gifts of nature. All of the dialogue was in rhyme. An example
follows:

Mother Nature: Man Alive, you inherit the earth.
. What about thosc of you who have not yet had birth?
Air is for your care,
but with others you must share.
* * *

For you, children! I am worried for you all!
A threat hays already reached Forest Tall.

A wonderful resource is a tree!

Truly aservant for you and me.

Characters representing soil, water, air, green plants and animal life complain
of the abuse they have received from “Man Alive.” At the end, man realizes
the damage he has done to his environment, acknowledges the dangers that his
carelessness has created, and shows his determination to discipline himself and
to work for the preservation of the carth and its bounties.
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APPENDIX TO CHAPTER 2

Good ldeas in Brief: Intermediate Level

MR. JOSEPH BARTOLOTTA of the Holmes School in New Britain,
Connecticut, prepared a booklet entitled Ecology for the Elementary Schools:
An Introduction to Field Studies to serve as a guide for other teachers in his
arca. The booklet defines ecology, lists and explains the basic concepts related
to an understanding of ecology, contains maps of the area to be used for field
studies, and includes a number of “‘experience sheets” which can be used by the
pupils. Each experience sheet states the topic, gives a brief introduction to that
topic. sets forth a problem for the student to tackle, explains the methods and
materials the student will need, and ends with questions to be answered. Al-
though basically a science program, Mr. Bartolotta’s lessons include such
economic topics as scarcity ( unlimited wants vs, limited resources), the causes
of pollution, the importarice of natural resources as a factor of production,
production and consumption in our society, and goods and services.

TERESE R. BLANC, in cooperation with VERNE SWEIGARD, had the
fifth graders at the Highlands Elementary School in Spring Valley, California,
establish a corporation to produce place mats and table decorations. A factor
that made this project different from the usual classroom corporation projects
was that the stock sold to pupils in the school was not fixed in value. The shares
were initially priced at 10 cents, but when the demand for it greatly exceeded
the supply, many pupils were willing to pay as much as 25 cents a share.
Throughout the three-week period of this project, the value of a share ranged
from a low of four cents to 23 cents at the end.

MRS. BETTY LYNN SNIDER of the Forrest Park Elementary School in
Pine Bluff, Arkansas, had her sixth graders put their knowledge of economics
to work in attempting to help solve some of our current problems. After a
thorough study of the economics of pollution, the class developed an “E-Day™
project to do something about the problem, Posters were made to inform others,
letters were written to the governor, and the pupils launched a clean-up and
improvement project on the school grounds. To the tune of “America the
Beautiful” the children sang:

America, America, thy birds
have fled from thee.
Thy fish lie dead
by poisoned streams,
From sea to oily sea,

The problem of poverty was approached as an example of the misallocation of
human resources. After seeing the results of poverty, the children were eager
to take some sort of immediate action. Committees were set up, tasks were
assigned, and a poor family was selected to receive our help. During this project
to help a less fostinate family, the children learned about inflation, recession
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and depression, the relationship between education and income, uand other
related economic factors,

MRS. CAROLYN GRAY of the Meadow Lane School in Lincoln, Ne-
braska, inadvertently provided her tifth graders with a good lesson in the
problems that business can have with taxes. She had her pupils sct up a class-
room company to produce and sell lint brushes, Corporate officials were elected,
studies were made of production costs, money tfor materials was borrowed,
production lines were set up, and the brushes were manufactured and sold at a
profit. Tux forms had been obtained from the Tax Commissioner's office and
were filled out and returned with the appropriate sales tax.  Although they
indicated on the forms that the business had been terminated, letters and forms
continued to come from the Tax Commissioner's office for the next three
months. Repeatedly, letters were sent and forms veere filed explaining that the
business no longer existed, but it took a telephone <ol to the Tax Department
before the burcaucratic machinery could be brought under control!

MRS. JEAN M, ULLYETTE of the Ellis B. Hvde Elementary School in
Dansville, New York, has developed a guide for including economics in Negro
history at the fourth-grade level. One of the major activities is the preparation
of a puppet show in Negro history. Each pupil is assigned to make a study of
an outstanding Black American, and their findings are presented in the puppet
show. Economics is included in the presentations of such people as Arthur G.
Gaston (businessman), A. Philip Randolph (labor leader), and Robert C.
Weaver (member of the President's Cabinet). A set of questions was prepared
for follow-up discussions of the puppet show. The questions are designed to
bring out the cconomic effects of George Washington Curver’s work with peanut
production; the function of the protfit system and of banks in Gaston’s becoming
a sclf-made millionaire through the insurance industry; the role of unions as
illustrated through the life of A. Philip Randolph; and urban economic prob-
lems of concern to Robert C, Weaver in his pusition as Secretary of the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development.

MR, DONALD T. SVINTH of the Kapowsin Elementary School in Gra-
ham, Washington, turned his classroom into a simulation of the marketplace
inorder to give his sixth graders a realistic understanding of economic principles,
Goods and services normally exchanged without money cost in a classroom
viere subjected to the supply and demand conditions of the free market, If a
child had neglecied to bring a pencil to school, he would have to “buy” one, for
example. The price would depend upon how badly he wanted it (reflecting
utility ), his ability to pay for it. how many others wanted to buy the same item,
how muany pencils were available for sale, and how many sellers were willing to
put pencils on the market. The children, in turn, were paid for performing such
services as acting as room monitor. Prices varied from day to day, reflecting
demand and supply conditions, just as they do in the marketplace. The teacher
served as cluss banker and as *“government.” controlling the supply of the play
money that was used. Records were kept of all transactions, and class discus-
sions were used to probe into the reasons why a price had changed. how money
performs several functions, why banks must be cautious about making loans,
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and the like, The class would also discuss problems as they arose, such as the
inability of some students to repay loans, It was found that even the slowest of
students could grasp the economic concepts inherent in the simulation.

MARILYN BURCH. ANN HARNESS, and MR. G. M. WEISS of the
Woodland Elementarv School in Elkhart, Indiana, employed team-teaching
and combined their fourth-, fifth- and sixth-grade classes in o three-week study
of economics. One of the major industrics in the area is the manufacture of
auto trailers, so the children were naturally interested in this business. A
representative of the industry met with the teachers and helped to plan the
activities. The children visited the local firm to get ideas on how to set up their
own corporations to produce model trailers. Several competing eompanies were
established, each including pupils from all three grade levels. There were three
manufacturing firms, three supply companies. and three sales and advertising
establishments, The manufacturers purchased materials from the suppliers.
constructed their model trailers, and relied upon the sales firms for advertising.
Some of the competitive aspects of the business world were simulated through
sciled bids submitted by buyers, The firm which had produced the best trailers
“at the most reasonable price was thus rewarded with good sales and profits.
The *“winning” supplier was determined by volume of sales. The winner's
materials were clearly superior in workmanship and the competing suppliers
went out of business. Thus, these children learned about supply and demand,
profits and business costs through a realistic situation in which the resources of
three teachers, three classes and the busincss community were pooled effec-
tively.

MRS. MARGARET A. DURCH of the Chestnut School, Chippewa Falls,
Wisconsin, has found that children in the fourth grade can discover important
cconomic concepts for themselves in role-playing situations. Her pupils were
divided into three groups—workers, businessmen and bankers.  Each worker
could choose his own occupition, indicating his job by an appropriate hat or
badge. The class would deeide on the wage for cach occupation,  The business-
men included producers of clothes, shoes and cars. The bunkers provided
money. cashed checks and made loans.  After the tirst day the banks were in
trouble because the bankciz had failed to charge interest on the loans they
made. The cars were too expensive, so the auto manufacturer failed to make a
single saie. The shoes. too, had been overpriced and thus failed to sell rapidly.
The boys complained because the dress factories were producing nothing but
girls' clothes. Thus, the children saw that bunks must charge interest, that there
is u relationship between price and the quantity that can be sold, and that
consumer demand plays an important role in guiding and directing American
busincsses. After the first day. things changed. The bank began to charge inter-
est and made a profit. The clothing manufacturer started producing boys' as well
as girls’ garments. Shoes became cheaper. and the auto manufacturer diversitied
his output and began to produce other products. At the end of the second day
the class discussed cach enterprise and why some made profits while others
suffered losses. Later. the children studied businesses in the community, visit-
ing firms of their choice. interviewing businessnmen. making scrapbooks about
these firms, and setting up dispiays.
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CHAPTER THREE
Junior High School Level: Grades 7-9

Diminishing Marginal Utility

A Simulation Game for the Eighth Grade

Mrs. Jane Cashell
Madison South Junior High School, Mansfield, Ohio*

Introduction and Background

As participants in a workshop in economic education we were assigned
to write & “teaching episode,” using only one economic concept and limiting it
to three class periods. We were also expected to teach the episode, so it was
necessary to choose a concept that would tit into a particular subject and grade
level,

The sovial studies curriculum of our county provides that concepts be
taught within a unit framework so that understandings and generalizations may
develop and a broad picture of the subject area may emerge, Economics is not
required, but teachers are encouraged to be creative and to add to the existing
curriculum whenever possible. Economic concepts are included at every level
through junior high school, wherever they can be related to other subject matter.
In sclecting Diminishing Marginal Utility, I chose a concept that had not been
taught in the first seven grades. Althcugh it was believed that it might be too
difficult for eighth gruders, I felt that ‘t would help to meet the goals of the unit
then in progress and that the pupils could learn it if sufliciently motivated. The
class that I chose was heterogencously grouped and about cqually divided be-
tween boys and girls.

A unit on the Industrial Revolution was being taught to this class, and 1 had
little doubt that Diminishing Marginal Utility could be related to some of the
problems of industry. such as overproduction and its effect on the economy.
Several high school teachers had purchased commercially made simulation
games and reported gren? success in using them. This started my thinking aboui
developing a game that would arouse interest, get the students involved, and
convey an understanding of the concept.

Development

Five uscful items were selected to represent various needs and wants—
water, shelter, transportation, fire and food. Transparencies showing a large

“Mrs. Cashell is the Richland County Social Studies Supervivor, with offices at 50 Park
Avenue East, Mansfield. Ohio. The cluss with which the giume was used was "borrowed”
from u regular teacher at Madison South Junior High School.
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glass of water, a substantial building, a new automobile, a roaring log fire, and
- a large loaf of bread depicted euach of these items. Five problem situations
involving a need or desire for each of these items were written and attached to
small cards of about three by five inches. Small sheets of paper were prepared
to be used as "bid slips.”

The class was divided into five groups, each with its own identification
number, so that the process of recording bids could be swift and accurate, The
following rules were explained to the class:

1. The problem you have drawn should be read silently.

2. Everyonc will view the transparency depicting the item for which the
bids will be made.

3. Each group will discuss their problem situation and quietly decide how
much they will bid. Five minutes will be allowed for this.

4. Each group will decide on a top limit for their bid and write this on
their bid slip.

5. If the problem is so serious that no expense should be spared to obtain
the needed item, a group may write “U” (for unlimited) on their bid slip.

6. Mo group may reveal its bid to another group.

7. After cach group has decided upon its bid, the teacher will ask each
group to read their problem and state their bid. Bids will be written on the
chalkboard beneath each group’s identification number.

The problems represent different degrees of urgency. For example, note the
difference between two of the problem situations in which there is a need for
transportation:

e The basketball game is over. There was an overtime and it lasted longer
inan usual. It is 4:45 and your father said you must be home before 5:00
or you'll be grounded for two weeks. The most important dance of the
year is this Saturday and your date is one you've really been waiting for.
You can’t possibly walk there in time and there is no one who can take
you. WHAT WILL YOU BID?

® You are sitting at home alone. Your father is out of town on a business
trip and your only sister is in college 125 miles away, The only neighbor
within ten miles has gone shopping with your mother. Suddenly the phone
rings. There has been an automobile accident and your mother and the
aeighbor are both in the hospital. Your mother is asking for you. WHAT
WILL YOU BID?

The teacher must insist that bids be realistic, and the pupils are encouraged to
look at various aspects of the probiem. For instance, does it affect the welfare
of othess? Group cooperation has to be stressed in determining the seriousness
of the problem and what a reasonable and realistic bid should be.

After all bids have been determined, a pupil from each group reads his
group's problem to the class and reveals its bid. The rest of the class raises
questions on how they arrived at that bid, what factors were considered, and
why. This forces the students to think critically, to defend their actions, and to
avoid submitting unrealistic bids. There were many lively discussions and
even a few heated arguments when these problems were under class considera-
tion. Very quickly, the pupils were able to see the relationship between wtility
(although the term itself was not used at first) and demand.
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Two problem situations were taken up during the first day and two more
during the second. More time was needed on the second day because the class
was becoming more sophisticated in analyzing the problems. The difference in
urgency of need was not always as clear-cut as in the example given above,
For instance. consider the two problem situations below in which there is a
need for water:

e It is i beautiful hot summer day. You and a group of your friends have
decided on o spur-of-the-moment basketball game. You have played
steadily for over thirty minutes. You are terribly thirsty and there is no
water close at hand,. WHAT WILL YOU BID?

® You have just finished cating a very salty fish dinner. You have driven
twenty-five miles into a sparsely settled area with houses miles apart. It
is late at night. You arc extremely thirsty,. WHAT WILL YOU BID?

If the group dealing with the first problem above should submit a bid substan-
tially higher than that of the group handling the second problem, an extended
discussion might follow. One might raise such questions as these: What fuctors
did the first group take into account in submitting such a high bid? Are they
justitied? What explains the relatively low bid of the second group? Did they
fuil to take some important factor into account? Which of the two bids is more
realistic? Why?

On the third day the class worked together as one large group for the first
time. The last problem was taken up and the class was asked to make general-
izations, They were asked to generalize about why they made the bids. From
this they could understand that need (utility) was the underlying factor. Now
the term Diminishing Marginal Utility was introduced for the first time. Each
word was defined and applied to the problem situations. For example, the
pupils pointed out that after quenching one’s thirst with a glass of water or two.
the need for more water would diminish. They went so far as to show that a
point could be reached where more water would provide no satisfaction at all
and might cven become repulsive, It was seen that the amount that they would
offer for water would eventually decline to zero. (One could even construct a
downward sloping demand curve from this.)

The word “utility” evolved from a discussion of “use.” The word “margi-
nal™ emerged from a discussion of how a person knows where to stop purchasing
an item, Familiar things, such as the margin in student notebook paper, were
helpful in bringing about an understanding of the term as used in economics.
Just us the margin in notebook paper is an extra or additional amount of paper.
the marginal unit to a consumer is the additional or extra unit that he obtains.

Once the basic terms were clear, the class was asked to make up a law or
principle bused upon their experiences during the simulations. First they de-
veloped this principle: “As your need for something diminishes (decreases),
the utility (or usgfulness) of jt also diminishes.” They even indicated how this
might appear on a graph. going so far as to have the downward-sloping curve
cross the horizontal fine at the Bttom. While they did not use such terms as
“negative marginal utility.” they did explain that it was possible for some items
(such as water) to become so abundant as to constitute a nuisance. and that
one might thus pay to have the flow of the item stopped or reversed, After
further discussion. they developed their tinal generalization: “As the quantity
of something is increascd, the benefit one gets from adding more to it will de-
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crease.” They supported this with several good examples and were able to ex-
plain what they had done and why,

Outcomes

It was casy to observe a carry-over into changes in student attitude and be-
havior. Other teachers remarked on how the students remembered the con-
cept und related it to other assignments. When the art teacher began a unit on
cartooning, he included an assignment on Diminishing Marginal Utility. The
pupils drew cartoons illustrating this concept. For example, one cartoon showed
a boy at a cold-drink stand on « hot day. As he continues to consume the cold
drinks. the expression on his face shows less and less sutisfaction, Finally, he
refuses another drink, even thoughit is offered free.

During the unit on the Industrial Revolution, the class was able to relate
the concept to historical cvents.  In formal examinations, the class did extremely
well on multiple-choice questions, un essay question, and a graph dealing with
Diminishing Marginal Utility. The students were asked to evaluate their class
in terms of the activitics they remembered as being especially worthwhile as
well as those that should be dropped or improved. Every pupil in the class
rated the simulation game as an especially worthwhile activity and stated con-
clusively that it should remain as part of the unit.

There was also much informal evidence that the activity had had an im-
puct. A boy who had been a poor student and had often been involved in dis-
cipline problems was given the opportunity to be a leader in his group and
proved that he was capable of dealing sensibly with the problem situations.
Other students began to listen to his opinions with respect. and both his aca-
demic work and deportment showed a marked improvement. Although at first
nny of the pupils gave childish solutions. they soon began to take the games
seriously. They were even overheard during study periods and in their locker
arcas discussing whether o bid had been realistic, or whether they had failed to
account for all relevant factors. During the remainder of the year students
often sought me out to tell me of another example of Diminishing Marginal
Utility that had occurred to them. For this group, the term became their own
“private thing” and they would usc it at every opportunity. For instiance, one
pupil would sce another one eating an apple or candy bar and call out: “Watch
that Diminishing Marginal Utility!” Some even enlightened their parents and
other family members. One parent called to tell me that her daughter had en-
joyed the game so much that she created « new version for the family to play
2t home. T am now ceavineed that children can acquire a realistic understand-
ing of cconomic concepts and can learn to apply them.
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Economics in Everyday Life

Activities for Teaching Personal Economics to Slow Learners

Diane E. Sydoriak
Rogers Junior High School, Rogers, Arkansas

introduction

In the full of 1968 a program for slow learners and underachievers wis
initiated at Rogers Junior High School. Recognizing the limitations of these
students, we felt that their needs could not be met through the ordinary cluss-
room presentations.  The children would have to be presented with special
materials and activities that would give them a feeling of success, improve their
self-image, and help them acquire a better attitude toward the school and the
community. Although these pupils runged from 13 to 16 in chronological age,
their mental ages ranged from eight to 12 years. In spite of their intellectual
limitations, they must be educated to function in a social environment that re-
quires a working knowledge of personal economics.

As i mathematics teacher, I felt that 1 could make my subject more mean-
ingful to the pupils by showing them how to apply it to the everyday world of the
consumer. They need to understand what money is, what money cun do, how
our incomes can be used more wisely, how banks service the consumer, what
tuxes we pay and why, how wages are determined, what types of insurance are
available, and when and how to use credit. Thus, they can see that mathematics
is not simply an abstract science, but a tool that helps them to function in the
business world,

Activities*

[ began by giving the students muil order catalogs and order blanks. and
telling them to order unything they wanted. regardless of price. An enlarged
order blank had been placed on one half of the bulletin bourd, A page from the
catalog was placed on the other half. Pieces of colored yarn were run from
the catalog number on the order blank to the number of the item on the catalog
page. Ditlerent colored yurn was used for cach item. This display helped to
illustrate cluss discussions and served as a guide to the pupils when they filled
out their own order blunks.

After they had learned how to use the order blank they were asked: “How
do we pay for the items that we have ordered?” What money is, what money
cun do for us, and how the value of money is determined were developed during
the ensuing discussion. The class learned that one cun pay cither by cash or by
credit. Here they were taught how to fill out credit upplications, why good
references are usually required. and how one maintains a good credit rating.
Films on instalment buying and the wise use of credit were viewed. They

*Miss Sydoriak's original report is over 100 pages in length, This seclion summarizes
a few of the uctivities contuined in that report.—7he Editor.
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learned what is meant by a contract, what interest is and why it is paid, and
- how the cost of ¢redit is determined. An agent from a local finance company
visited the class to explain how we get credit, what the borrower should look
for in the sales contract, and what the good and bad points of credit are.

In a role-playing situation, the teacher acted as the owner of a furniture
store and the pupils took turns acting as customers. The buyer would discuss
with the store owner the prices of various items, and how those prices would
differ if he clected to buy on credit instead of paying cash. The buyer would
then decide in each instance whether it was wiser to pay cash or buy on credit.
The students were also given a worksheet which listed the prices and interest
charged for the sume item by three different stores and were asked to determine
which store was giving the best buy.

Then we considered payment by check. An enlarged check. deposit slip.
and check stub were placed on the bulletin board, each correctly filled in with
a magic marker. Such films as “The Story of Money” and “Money and its Uses”
were shown, and the various services performed by banks were illustrated on a
chart. Using an overhead transparency of a blank check, we filled in the neces-
sary information. Then each pupil was given a worksheet with blank checks and
stubs to be filled in according to information contained in the worksheet. The
use of deposit and withdra.al si'¥s was then taught in a similar manner, In a
role-playing situation, every student had a chance to be the “banker.” They
also learncd the difference between commercial banks and savings banks, and
between checking and savings accounts. The films “Banks and Credit” and
“Using the Bank™ were instructive. (Some films may have to be shown twice
for these children. )

After the exercises on making bank deposits, the following question was
raised: “Where do you get the money that you deposit in the bank?” Most of the
pupils knew that people get paid for services performed, but they did not know
how the employer determines how much to pay. Slow learners maynot be able
to master such terms as “marginal revenue productivity,” but they can under-
stand that there is a relationship between the value of a worker’s output and
the wage he receives. The fact that Federal income taxes and Social Security
contributions are withheld from one’s paycheck led to a discussion of these
taxes and their uses, The pupils were also introduced to deductions for retire-
ment plans and group insurance, and were given practice in computing a
worker’s net pay.

Armed with the facts and concepts outlined above, the students were ready
to appiy what they had learned to the problems of family budgeting. Each
student was assigned a “make-believe family” and presented with an informa-
tion sheet describing that family’s financial situation. The sheet gave the num-
ber of children io be supported, the monthly rent, monthly car payments, the
hourly wage rate received by the breadwinner, what their weekly earnings would
be if there were no al2nces, and what items were deducted from the paycheck.
The students were told that they would be “docked” for each day they were
absent, and that this would necessitate a recomputation of their withholdings.
Each pupil was presented with a checkbook to be used to pay his “bills.” Budget
worksheets were provided to help them plan their expenses, but otherwise they
were on their own. Furthermore, each student was given a different “wage” and
family situation, so that no two studeiits had identical probicms or incomes,

The students were paid their weekly wages, minus a day’s pay for cach day
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absent, and minus an hour's pay for each lateness. Monthly “bills” were sent
to the students, some of which represented unexpected obligations. It was then
up to each pupil to determine how much to spend on food, clothing, recreation,
and so on. The *“pay checks™ were deposited in the class “bank,” and all pay-
ments were made with checks drawn on that bank. At the end of the montp
each student received a bank statement., Budgets were made in duplicate, so
that the teacher could have a copy as well. Records for each student were kept
in separate manila envelopes on the teacher’s desk. The student had the respon-
sibility of making out deposit slips, writing checks to pay his bills, buying clothes
and other items needed by his family, meeting financial crises (such as unex-
pected medical bills), paying his income tax, and the like.

To make grocery shopping a realistic experience, a 12-foot bulletin board
was covered with grocery advertisements, Each student had to decide what
groceries were needed, in what quantities, and what the total price would be.
Their grocery lists were turned in cach week with a check to cover the total
amount purchased. After a few weeks had elapsed, each student received a
Federal Income Tax Return Form 1040, and W-2 wage and tax statement. No
two students would have identical returns. Each was responsible for filing his
own return. They also had to reconcile their own financial records with the
statements they received from the bank. Their budget plans were compared
with their actual expenditures, and it was gratifying that most students managed
to remain within the framework of their budgets.

Various other devices were used to motivate and interest the students and
to make it easier for them to learn. For example, pamphlets were attached to
a bulletin board so that the students could find them quickly. They were per-
mitted to remove the pamphlets, use them and then replace them. They made
a mural on a roll of white butcher’s paper, depicting the economic concepts that
they had learned. Contests were held to see who could complete a task first.
Teams were formed to answer questions on mathematics and economics, a
point being given for each correct answer. In playing the role of employer, each
student had to determine how much his workers would receive, compute weekly
earnings, make the appropriate tax deductions, and write paychecks. A local
grocer visited the class and explained how to shop for specials, how to compare
sizes of containers, how to choose the best meats, and other ways of saving
money. In a discussion of housing, the pupils were shown the many things that
one must consider in selecting a home—an old house may be cheaper than a
new one, but might cost more to heat and to repair, for example. Nearly all
teen-agers are interested in cars and it is not difficult to involve them in a study
of the economics of automobile ownership. Skits on economic topics are fun
as well as being educational.

Conclusion

Motivation is important for all students, regardless of ability or educational
level. For slow learners, however, it is critical. Few of these children can see
the inherent value of school work and this is particularly true of abstract con-
cepts. They find it difficult to pay attention in class and they become lax in doing
assignments. The techniques used in relating mathematics to personal eco-
nomics succeeded in arousing and holding the interest of these youngsters.
Students who had previously done little or no work suddenly became interested
and were willing at least to attempt their assignments. Success in doing such
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tasks as filling out an order blank, correctly submitting a credit application
preparing i workable family budget, computing sales taxe-, determining interest,
atd filing an income tax return gave them a feeling of accomplishment. They
no longer had to feel that they were automativally doomed to failure. By pro-
viding for a variety of interesting experiences, by approaching them first on
their own level, by constant drill and practice, by relating one's subject to the
real-life problems with which the students will soon be confronted, and by mak-
ing it possible for them to suceeed, the teacher can reach the child who is not
intellectually gifted, With patience, a sincere coneern for their welfare, and a
recognition of the worth of cach youngster as an individual, one can help the
academically retarded to become useful, productive and self-suflicient citizens.

APPENDIX TO CHAPTER 3
Good Ideas in Brief: Junior High School Level

MR. JOHN F. MILLER of West Side Junior High School in Little Rock,
Arkansas, uses the Manpower and Economic Education program developed by
Robert Darey and Phillip Powell to teach economic concepts to his ninth
graders. He has found that simulations arc effective in helping to prepare stu-
dents for the world of work. Personnel managers from local industries visited
the class and conducted mock interviews with prospective employees. After
this they explained what they were looking for in an employee. The students
were given job application forms to fill out, along with Social Security applica-
tions, A game called “Life Carcer™ was then played. The students were divided
into groups of three or four. cach group containing students of both sexes. Each
group wus presented with a situation involving the conflicting choices availuble
to a fictional student called Mike. They were given information on Mike's edu-
cational background. socioeconomiv status, and the like. The groups were to
decide whether Mike should remain in school (although he was a poor student)
or quit to take a job. as his father wished. If he remained in school should it be
an academic or vocational high school? Should he take a job and attempt to
get on-the-job training or go to night schuol? Should he attempt to work part-
time while continuing his vducation? In discussing these and other questions
of a similar nature. the students had to consider such factors us opportunity
vosts. the economic value of education, the market for various types of labor,
and so on. Mr. Miller had his pupils evaluate the course as a whole and every
aspect of it. The results were highly favorable, 97 percent checking “very satis-
fied” or “satistied” with the course. and nearly 100 per cent checking “very
satisfied™ with the participation and involvement of students.

MISS JUDIT! M. TURCOTTE of Milford Area Junior High School, Mil-
ford. New Hampshire, included economic concepts in her seventh-grade science
course by vomparing a bechive with the human community. In studving the
bechive, the pupils noted that the hive is located near available natural re-
sources. that the bees produce a product. that specialization and division of
labor occur, that the workers produce goods to satisfy the demands of the com-
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munity, and that a circular flow of goods and services can be found within the
hive, much as in a human community. Examples from human communities
were identitied and compared with the bechive.

JOHNSON L. HOLSBERRY, JR. of Hamilton Junior High School in
Parkersburg, West Virginia, is teaching a ninth-grade course in urban studies.
As with other teachers confronted with the problems of presenting a new course,
Mr. Holsberry has had 1o rely upon a variety of sources for materials, An in-
terdisciplinary approach is used, with economic concepts being introduced where
they help to shed light upon urbian problems. Pollution is one topic included in
the course and Mr. Holsberry collected newspaper and magazine articles, pam-
phlets and special reports for reading material. He also drew heavily upon re-
source persons. Community resources were used extensively, For example,
the students interviewed businessmien in the city to learn what economice fuctors
had led them to establish their firms in the arca. Progrummed units were de-
veloped and several simulation games were used. One game involved a simu-
lation of racial problems in a typical city. The students were “born™ Negro or
white in an imaginary city, presented with demographic, cultural and economic
data on the town, and then presented with racial problems, The simulation in-
cluded such activities as organizing action groups, making presentations before
the “city council,” participating in elections for city offices, and dealing with
problems of housing, employment and crime.

PRISCILLA LEAVITT and ODEL CALFEE of Edison Junior High
School in Parkersburg. West Virginia, have developed a six-week unit for help-
ing ninth graders prepare for the world of work. A career survey is made to
determine what occupations the pupils hope to have in the future. Arrange-
ments are then made (with the help of the students) to obtain speakers from
the fields in question. The student is provided with an outline to help him gain
as much as possible from the speaker’s presentation. He is told to look for such
things as the requirements for the job, the employment situation. possible dis-
auvantages associated with the occupation, union status and the like. The
student makes an intensive self-evaluation (including his grades, interests, abili-
tics, health and personality characteristics) to help him see how well he cun
meet the qualifications for his chosen occupation, Individual conferences are
held with counselors, and parcents are invited to see the counsclors as well.

ARTHUR T. BLAKE of Wheeler High School in North Stonington, Con-
necticut, teaches his ninth-grade general business students about the consumer
price index by having them construct indexes of their own, Old catalogs and
newspapers are used to ascertain prices in the past. The prices are listed in the
first column of a worksheet, Current prices for the same items are listed in the
second column. Where prices vary for the sume item, as in the case of expen-
sive durable goods, the averave is computed to arrive at one price. Price indexes
are then computed for the individual items and for the whole group. When stu-
dents raise questions about price differences for seemingly similar items, dis-
cussions are held to find out why they differ. For example, a refrigerator with
an automatic defrost mechanism costs more, but the students attempt to as-
certain if this feature justifies the difference in price.
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MRS. DON E. DAVIS of Del Dios Junior High School in Escondido, Cal-
ifornia, includes some cconomics in her typewriting classes. To help the students
understand the problem of inflation, for example, she has them type manuscripts
on this subject. She also reads them pumphlets on inflation, stopping after each
paragraph to let the student type the main thoughts in rough draft form. Dis-
cussions on the meaning of the term and the importance of the problem are held
throughout, and filmstrips such as “Inflation and You" are shown to help clarify
the issues. As a final examination, the students type a rough draft copy of what
they have learned about inflation, and then type it corrected final copy. The test
shows that the pupils do learn about inflation through this procedure,

MARY DUNN of Biessed Sacrament School and JOSEPH HURST of Flor-
ida State University in Tallahassee have developed a team approach for includ-
ing economics in eighth-grade history classes, The game “Monopoly™ was used
for one period in the classroom and th :n modified during a second period to re-
flect the situation in a command economy. Pupils displayed frustration, anger
and lack of incentive during the second period, Teacher-trainees from the Uni-
versity acted as group and discussion leaders. For a unit on scarcity and the al-
location problem, the pupils worked in groups representing islands. Each group
was given a list of resources that could be found on the island and then asked to
respond to such questions as: “What goods and services must you provide first?
How will your answer to this question place limits on later choicas? How can you
divide the work most efficiently? Isa government necded? Why? Why not?" The
students drew up plans for survival on their islands, made physical models, pre-
sented oral reports, questioned one another on their plans, and wrote papers on
how and why they had allocated their resources as they did. The class was ulso
presented with problem cases, such as that of a mayor who is fuced with
$225,000 worth of essential expenditures, but has only $200,000 in his budget.

GREGORY T. PIERCE of Springer Junior High School in Wilmington,
Delaware, includes economics units in his seventh-grade geography class. One
interesting way in which this is done is through the use of recent articles which
are duplicated for the class. Each article or set of articles is accompanied by a
sheet which sets forth the objectives for using that particular article or set, lists
the subjects contained therein, presents the pupils with questions to be answered
or assignments to be done (such as: “List the ccologically destructive activities
specified in the articles.”) and establishes the time to be spent on it. The read-
ings vary in difficulty. They are sometimes read in class together and sometimes
assigned to groups. Students are encouraged to assist one another and the art-
icles serve to stimulate class discussion.
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CHAPTER FOUR
High School Level: Grades 10-12

An Objective Examination in Economic
Reasoning for Twelfth Grade

Carl E. Ames
Sunny Hills High School, Fullerton, California

Background and Rationale

One of the prime goals of a course in economics at the secondary level is to
develop within the student the ability to reason effectively, Thus the term
“economic reasoning™ has become a standard byword whenever the goals and
objectives of a high school course in ecconomics are discussed, All teachers pay
homige to it, believe it to be a desirable goal, and work to develop it in their
students. To develop economic reasoning skills in secondary students is a most
challenging und rewarding endeavor.

Developing skills in cconomic reasoning is, in sonie ways, no different from
fostering reasoning skills in any other discipline. Ideally it can best be ac-
complished in small and frequent group discussions and evaluated by the open-
¢nd essay question. In his discussions and examination paper, the student must
make the trunstormation from facts, learned principles and theory to unique
and unfamiliar situations introduced by the teacher or by other students. This
helps the student to comprehend the overall structure and set the facts and
principles into i relationship which gives them greater meaning and signiticance,
As the student builds his contidence he is prone to make further evaluations
and transfers on hisown.

In practice, however, the ideal small group situation is rarely possible on
any scile to be of value. School boards, faced with rising costs, are adding to
the student-teacher ratio. In required courses of senior economics, cluss sizes
of thirty-tive students are the rule rauther than the exception, und the situiation
will get worse before it gets better. Confronting this situation, teachers are in-
creasingly inclined to confine instruction to traditional lurge group lecture tech-
niques. The need of students for work in the higher levels of transformation,
synthesis, evaluation and critical analysis are not forgotten. At best, a feeble
etfort is made, but in groups of thirty-five und forty the discussion usually de-
generates into a dialogue between the sume five or six top students in the class
with the other thirty participating as observers,

Now, the observer role in these situations nced not be an uninvolved or
passive role and in any good discussion it is not. But to be sure it is not, the
teacher must develop techniques to insure that these students do occasionally
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become directly involved in some overt manner that can be evaluated. This
- will not only aid the student in his own intelicctual growth but provide a means
to evaluate the instructional mcthodology as well.

Frequent open-cnd essay type cxaminations offer some hope, but here the
problem is again compounded by the large group situation, The time involved
for grading is beyond the limits expected or possible for a secondary teacher
with class loads of 130 to 180 students.

At times, under the pressure of increasing work loads, even the subjective
features of the essay exam or question tend to become more objective. Many
so-called “essay™ examinations or questions require only the expression of the
correct phrase or thought (usually the teacher’s) to be scored high. Thus, evalu-
ation tends to find itself bogged down at rather low levels involving true-false
and multiple-choice questions concentrating on recall and limited application.

The problem for most secoridary teachers confronted with these situations
is that they not only are unable o evaluate the effectiveness of new teaching
techniques (such as the Fenton Method); they have never been very sure of
how well the traditional methods have served. There exists a wide gap between
the avowed goals of economic instruction and the means of evaluating the de-
gree to which these very desirable ends have been achieved.

What end is served when teachers. who pay lip-service to the need for de-
veloping higher levels of reasoning, will evaluate (grade) students on true-
false and multiple-choice examinations emphasizing knowledge of specific ter-
minology and recall?

Inmy project 1 have tried to construct an objective examination which would
measure a student’s achievement in the neglected higher areas of economic req-
soning. Fortunately, thesc areas have been generally defined in Benjamin .
Bloom’s Taxonomy of Educational Objectives. In the taxonomy, I make rei-
erence to application, analysis. synthesis, and if possible, evaluation, i may
not be possible to do much with an objective examination in certain areas. but
if these areas can serve as a goal it is hoped that the project. though it may fall
somewhat short in special areas, will result in a testing instrument far better
than anything available at present. Hopefully. this would be an examination
that would offer all students a rigorous and challenging instrument requiring
the application of learned principles and concepts. The objective nature of the
examination would hold correction time to a minimum and thus provide a means
to achieve, to some extent, the aforementioned goals.

The Examination

During the late summer of 1944, an Air Force cargo plane developed en-
gine trouble and was forced down at sea. The three crewmen were able to
launch their rubber raft and after drifting for three days, managed to land on
a small barren atoll in the Carolinas group. Following are selected excerpts from
the daily log of the ranking officer, Capt. Cooper, as he details some of the of-
forts of Lt. Davis, Sgt. Evans and himself to survive. Read them and answer
the questions that follow.

Excerpts from the log of Capt. Robert Cooper, USAF, Rtd., quoted by per-
mission

August 7, 1944 — We landed about midday, wet, tired. but uninjured. Our
spirits somewhat revived by the fire, we took stock of our situation. Our sup-
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plics were very low. The island is two or three feet above sea level, about one
mile long and one-half mile across at its widest point. 1t is uninhabited and very
barren. The prevailing winds have stocked an ample supply of driftwood and
debris on the windward side. The leeside offers a small lagoon with a coral
reef. Further exploration has confirmed our worst fear; there is no fresh water,
The lack of water makes our situation very grim. Survival will require that we
use whit limited means and skills we possess to carve an existence out of this
wnost barren lump of sand.

August 8 — The morning was spent tending the fire and otherwise aimlessly
wandering about the island. At noon we ate the rest of our biscuits and cach
man drank 2 ounces of water. We talked over our situation. Survival, if pos-
sible, for any length of time, would depend upon some kind of organized ac-
tivity—to maintain our sanity if for no other reason. Each man unloaded his
pockets of any uscful hardware. The collection included a few coins, a cigarette
lighter, a pocket Knife, a small adjustable wrench, file and screwdriver. Our
survival kit provided a hunting knife, waterproofed matches, hand axe, some
fishing gear, and first-aid kit. To this we added the clothes on our backs, our
raft, water can, a couple of empty food cans, and whatever three pairs of hands
© und human ingenuity could muster. Lt. Davis sct out to try his hand at fishing,
an arca in which he claimed some skill,

August 10 — Qur water is gone. Davis has had no luck fishing. Evans and 1
trapped a couple of small crabs in the rocks. our first food in two days.

August 12 — We are dehydrating and growing weaker. Davis is suffering the
worst of it, his fishing keeps him in the sun. He had some luck today, a 3-
pounder. We ate everything. We hope for rain.

August 13 — Davis managed another fish today but he can't continue much
longer, Evans and | found a fuel tank from some downed aircraft amid the
beach debris. Evans wants to build an evaporator out of it—he has set to work
dismantling the thing, This lcaves me the job of cook, housckeeper and fire
tender.

Augie t 14 — Evans has convineed us his evaporator will work., We all help
but we are weak and the work goes slowly. The two hafves of the tank have
been unbolted. separated, and scraped clean. The lower half has been sus-
pended over a tire pit and filled with about 30 gallons of sea water, As the sea
witter boils, some of the steam is trapped in the upper half, which is suspended
at about a 30-degree angle over the lower tank. The steam condenses on the
underside of the upper half and runs to the lower end; there it drips. slowly but
surely, into our water can, providing our first drink in five days, about an ounce
cach. We take heart at this.

August 16 — The evaporator works but we still have problems. Thirty or forty
gillons of sea water must be kept at continuous boil to gain one pint of fresh
water every 24 hours. This requires the continuous effort of all hands around
the clock. gathering wood and hauling sea water. There is little time for rest,
no time for fishing, our only source of food.

August 18 — The food situation is becoming acute. We have not caten in 4
days. The evaporator provides 9 ounces of fresh water every 24 hours of con-
tinuous operation. We must release Davis to apply his fishing skills.

59

0O 24



August 19 — Lt. Davis caught two fish today, not very big but very welcome,
our first meal in five days. Sgt. Evans and myself were not able to keep up with
the evaporator. Only S ounces of water—we tried very hard but we are just
too weak. The food will help.

August 20 — The evaporator is a man-killer—just § ounces. Fvans and 1 are
exhausted. Davis caught another fish today and trapped a small crab in the
rocks. We seem to be fighting a losing battle—growing weaker by the day. To
get food we must give up water, to have cnough water, we must give up food.

August 21 — Yesterday we decided to try and improve our evaporator. It will
meun giving up a full day's production of water and food, maybe more if it
doesn’t work. Sgt. Evans and I worked out our plans very carefully—we are
losing too much steam into the open air. Our plan calls for putting the two
halves of the tank back together again, filling the tank through the normal fuel
intuke opening in the top hulf. As the water boils in the enclosed tank, pressure
will build up and the steam will be forced through the ¥ inch copper fuel line
which is still attached to the upper half. To cool the steam and aid the con-
densation, the 6 foot copper line was coiled and embedded in wet sand with
just the end protruding to drop into our water can, We carved a piece of coral
to fit loosely in the fill-spout to act as a sufety valve and release excess pressure,
We worked by firelight fur into the night,

August 22 — It works! Tt creuks. it sputters, it roars and groans but it works!
We fired it up at first light and by noon we had collected almost a full quart, by
dark we had almost a full gallon. We all worked al] day bringing in wood, haul-
ing water. We were so occupied that we failed 1o notice we were getting in each
other's way, Our improved model does not require as much wood or sea water
as before.

August 23 — Lt. Davis is our full time fisherman now. His skills are improving
—3 big ones today. Evans is mitking out fine as our water tender. producing
about 1%2 pallons during a normal day. Each man drinks about a quart per
duy. we have enough left over for cooking and a reserve supply. My specialty
seems to be cooking, storekeeper and cump improvement expert, Our leaa-to
now has a dry floor of palm boughs and driftwood. I have extended the sides,
which provides greater protection from the wind.

August 24 — Lt. Davis caught § fish toduy and 6 crabs. We all knocked off
carly and had a feast. We talked of rescue, We decided we were strong ¢nough
NoW to post regular night lookouts and keep a continuous signal fire burning.

Capt. Cooper, Lt. Davis, and Sgt. Evans were rescued on September 27,
1945, when a passing PBY patrol plane spotted their signal fire. Except for
some small loss of weight, they were all in excellent physical condition. They
had continued to add to their store of goods, a crude but effective smoke house
for preserving their fish, a four-wheel cart for hauling wood. They dug a sea
water canil which brought water to the still-working evaporator for distillation
and cooling. They had four weeks' supply of water stored away and about a
three-week supply of smoked fish. They had woven blankets straw hats
out of palm leaves and were in the process of developing a net trap device to
capture birds.

The following questions will attempt to evaluate your ability to apply some
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of the economic principles you have learned to the situations described. You
may refer back to the above material,

1. Men everywhere, regardless of their systems or cultures, must confront
the fundamental economic problem of scarcity. Which of the following dated
excerpis from Cooper's log makes specific reference to this problem?

(1) Aug. 7 (2) Aug. 12 (3) Aug. 16 (4) Aug. 20 (5) Aug. 22
2. To relieve the fundamental problem requires that society combine the
factors of production in such combinations that utility is created in goods and
services. Listed below are some of the items from the castaways’ stoektaking on
August 8th. How many of thesc items would qualify as a factor of production?

fishing gear seawater

driftwood human ingenuity

hand axe adjustable wrench
matches

(1) three (2)four (3)five (4)six (§)all

3. Akind of clementary division or specialization of labor is experienced
by the group when: )
(1) on their first day, they wander aimlessly about the island; (2) by group or
individual decision. Davis becomes the fisherman, Evans the watertender and
Cooper the cook, firetender and housckeeper; (3) they all drop what they are
doing and combine their efforts to produce evaporator No. 2; (4) their efforts
to survive culminate in rescue; (5) none of these.
4. The technological improvement evidenced in evaporator No. 2 resulted
in:
(1) greater overall cconomic growth; (2) more water per man; (3) a reduc-

tions of man-hours required to producc a given quantity of water; (4) increased
productivity; (5) all of these.

5. The opportunity or alternative cost (real economic cost) of releasing
Lt. Davis to resume his fishing activities on Aug. 19th was:

(1) his labor time; (2) two fish; (3) 4 ounces of fresh water; (4) none of
these; (5) all of these.

6. Onc of the prime factors in the economic growth of any system is
capital formation. Reul capital formation requires that society reallocate
resources away from consumption and into investment goods. What consump-
tion did our group defer to build evaporator No. 2?

(1) none, since they are so poor they have nothing to defer; (2) the water
they could have made from evaporator No. 1; (3) the water from evaporator
No. | plus the possible fish from Lt. Davis; (4) none—consumption and in-
vestment have nothing to do with it; labor time is the only source of value.

7. The law of diminishing returns states that “if one or more factors of
production are held constant, and one or more other factors are permitted to
increase steadily, output will rise, but after a point, it will rise by diminishing
amounts.” From which of the following excerpts is reference made to the
fact that the law of diminishing returns is functioning?

(1) Aug. 14 (2) Aug. 21 (3) Aug. 22 (4) Aug. 23 (5) none of the
above
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8. Let us assume «hat Capt, Cooper and Sgt. Evans could, if they tried,
catch as much fish as Lt. Davis, and that the three of them would average two
tish per day per man, Which line on the production possibilitics curve below
would best represent the situation before August 20th?

(LA (2)B 3)C (4D (5 E

r 70 1 cRESH wareR
0% . PER ONY

9. Which line best represents the situation from August 23rd after the
new improved evaporator started to work?

()A (2)B (3)C (4)D (5 E
10. The smokehouse, four-wheel cart, and their scawater canal represent

examples of capital formation and economic growth, Which log entry refers
to the primary event that made the creation of these items possible?

(1) Aug. 10 (2) Aug. 18 (3) Aug. 20 (4) Aug. 22 (5) Aug 23

Results

The test was administered to about 150 students and revised several times.
A final draft, administered to 29 students in June of 1970, did not appear to
be too difficult. The mean number of correct responses was 6.9 — nearly 70
percent. Item number 8, calling for an interpretation of production possibili-
ties curves, proved to be the hardest. It was missed by nearly 70 percent of
the students. Question 5, un opportunity cost, was also missed by the majority
(about 5§ percent), as was question 7 on the law of diminishing returns. This
project seems to show., however, that high school students can learn to apply
analytical concepts and that tests can be devised to measure their ability to do so.



Twelfth-Grade Economics for Slow Learners

Robert G. Janss
Capital High School, Boise, Idaho

Background

It is commonly belicved that “basic students™ (slow lcarners, as they are
sometimes called) have limited powers of retention, While it is true that they
have difficulty in comprehending abstract concepts, | believe that abstract
ideas can be taught if the teacher first ensures that cach component is under-
stood and that these components in combinition support the concept. Each
clement must be taught through the use of terms and examples which are
primarily descriptive in character, and stated in a language level which the
student understinds. The fundamental goal of the curriculum that I developed.,
then, was to test the lcarnm&. capabilitics of the basic student and—hope-
fully—to disprove the notion that the basic student cannot retain what he has
learned.

The school should strive toward a maximum development of the potential
of cach student. If this is achieved, the basic student will acquire a higher
self-concept, become more independent, and make a greater contribution to
the society in which he lives. The basic student is often one who has reading
handicaps. a limited vocabulary, low test scores, limited powers of concen-
tration. an inability to cope with complex problems, a lack of interest in school.
and a low facility for expressing himself orally or in writing. He is interested
in citects but not in cuuses. Opinions are accepted as being authoritative,
These students need encouragement, reassurance and careful guidance. They
should understand why it is important to study and that factual data are simply
tools to be used in achieving social goals.

The Role of the Teacher

The teacher is the catalytic agent who changes the inert factors of course
content and methods into active and vibrant educational instruments. Students
are able to sense a teacher's insincerity, lack of confidence in the students’
ability to learn, disinterest in their academic achievement, and similar negative
attitudes, These tend to “rub off” on the students, making them apathetic,
insecure, or even hostile. Too often, basic students expect to fail, accept under-
achievement as normal, and sec themselves as being unable to learn. Teachers
frequently accept this poor self-image and completely give up on the students.
They try to entertain their pupils or give them “busy work™ which has little
relevance to the curriculum. This defeatist attitude is tragic, for basic students
really do want to learn and really can learn if the teacher will only show enthu-
siasm and interest. By his statements, actions and manner, the teacher must
assure them of his belief in them and of his desire to sce them achieve their
potential. In addition, the teacher must be resourceful in selecting interesting
materials, employing appropriate analogics, and utilizing creative ideas.
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General Methods and Techniques

Good motivational techniques will change the student’s attitude toward
study from negative to positive. To remove those barriers which represent
the student’s aversion to formal education. the teacher should begin each
lesson with a planned motivational device which will arouse interest and relate
the topic to something that has meaning and importance to the teenager. Since
cconomics affects us all. it should not be too difficult to find some way of
showing a class that they are personally involved. As consumers (who often
spend money they have carned themselves), the young people of today are
certainly affected by inflation, for example.

Because slow learners have reading problems, assignments should be
kept short and study guides should be prepared for them. Permit the student
to use his own vernacular in formulating answers. Later, a higher level of
vocabulary can be developed. Actively search for opportunities to offer praise,
for the slow learner usually has a long history of luck of success and is thus
sensitive to adverse criticism. Because of their poor command of language,
they often say the opposite of what they mean. Thus, let them explain their
statements and give them guidance in organizing their oral and written work.

Attention spans are limited, so no single type of activity should exceed
thirty minutes. Plan a varicty of activities, with enough flexibility so that dis-
cussions can be followed by explanation, enrichment or extracurricular activi-
ties. Use overhead projectors and other devices which help to illustrate and
clarify.

Examples of Economics Lessons

If a textbook is to be used, it should be one which presents economic terms,
theories and concepts in a simple manner. If the students prove to be capable
of gruasping more sophisticated material. the teacher can expand upon the
text by introducing other readings or activities. Naturally, the student should
be introduced to economics with such clementary topics as consumers and
producers, and supply and demand.

To arouse student interest, use simple cases with which young people are
apt to be familiar, Factors affecting the demand for skis or other sports equip-
ment would be one example. High school students of modest academic ability
can understand the effects of a shift in demand from laminated wooden skis
to fiberglass skis and can identify the industries that would be directly or in-
directly touched by this phenomenon. They can see how their choices of
goods are influenced by competition among producers and how, in turn, the
producers are affected by consumer demand. Once they have gotten this far,
the concept of elasticity can be introduced and developed.

The fact that consumer demand depends upon utility is easily demonstrated,
for one can point to dozens of products used daily by students. During class-
room discussions it can be brought out that the teenager is willing to pay more
for the items which give him the greater satisfaction. This can lead to an
understanding of the law of diminishing marginal utility, for even the adolescent
with the most voracious appetite will eventually reach that point where one
more hamburger adds little or nothing to total satisfaction.

Once these simple principles are understood, the teacher can move to a
more sophisticated analysis of the way in which prices are established in a
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freec market. Some terms, such as “effective demand,” may have to be defined
again and the class should realize that producers want to sell their product at
the highest possible price, while buyers hope to get the item in suflicient quan-
tities at the lowest possible price. The students should know that the pro-
ducer cannot raise his price beyond a certain point without losing customers.
It is doubtful that the slow learner will comprehend supply and demand
curves, but they can understand the underlying principles if they are explained
in very simple and general terms. Realistic market situations can then be
approached, with discussions of the effects of brand numes on consumer choices,
the influence of substitute products (such as butter vs. margarine), and demand
elasticities. Many goods of interest to teenagers are subject to seasonal changes
in price. A suit selling for $95 before Christmas may go on sale for $6§ after
the holidays, when demand has suddenly dropped. Thus, it is possible to show
the student how he can apply economic principles to his own advantage.

From topics of immediate interest to the high school student one can ad-
vance to broader issues. Stressing the demand side of the market is not
enough; factors affecting supply must also be taken into account, Fixed and
variable costs of production can be taught to basic students if simple examples
are used. For instance, one can start by analyzing the typical family's expendi-
tures in terms of which are relatively fixed obligations and which can vary.
This enables the student to acquire a better understanding of fixed and vari-
able costs in business enterprises. The relationship between production costs
and prices can then be established, and the students can see that producers
must try to keep their costs low in order to meet the competition. Aggregative
economics can also be included, at least to the point where the basic student
understands GNP in a general way.

Conclusion

Evaluation is a problem in any educational system, but it is particularly
difficult in dealing with slow lcarners. Short-answer and essay-type tests can
be used. but they must be very carefully worded so that the student is being
tested for his grasp of economics and not for his command of English. Early
tests should be fairly easy so that the students can experience success and feel
encouraged. The individual should be rated in terms of his own progress and
how well he lives up to his potential, rather than how he comparcs with others
in his class. Tests should be educational instruments which instruct and reward
the student; they should not be used for punishment.

The approaches suggested in this report proved to be effective. Unan-
nounced tests were given at various intervals, sometimes as long as 120 days
after the material had been covered. The results indicated a retention capa-
bility of 85 to 90 percent. The effectiveness of this approach was affirmed
by the Supervisor for Social Studies. Most important, however, is the fact
that the students, through their comments, clearly indicated that they do want
to learn and that they can learn.
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Economic Growth and Prosperity
without Inflation

A Twelfth-Grade Unit

Robert G. Low
Mark Keppel High School, Alhambra, California

Background

The experiences described in this report were used in three twelfth-grade
American Government classes and covered a twelve-week period. Two of
the classes were made up of general students: one was for those preparing for
college. T felt that the cconomics component of the course should focus upon
the major issues that would be receiving public attention during the period of
the unit. T hoped to generate an interest in economics by concentrating upon
controversial problems. and to get away from the practice of simply telling
the students about cconomics, “The program was designed. then. to encourage
the students to ask questions, to look for solutions. and—most importantly—to
relate and apply the classroom studies to real-life situations,

Past experience had taught me that most twelfth graders Know very little
about economics. so 1 decided to divide my program into two purts, The
first would be devoted to teaching basic economic concepts in a rather formal
munner. with the usual readings, work sheets. teacher “telling,” and tests. As
the students became more familiar with economics. however, they would be
given more responsibility for the direction of the learning process.

Development Procedures

To establish a basic foundation in economics. | prepared a booklet titled
Economic Growth and Prosperity without Inflation. Time und Newsweek
gave me permission to use articles of theirs in the booklet. Some of the articles
were used to contrast the economic problems of the first half of the 1960
with those of the second half, and to define such terms as fiscal and monctary
policy. Drawing upon columns written by Milton Friedman, Paul Samuclson
and Henry Wallich, [ organized five units that | thought would represent the
major cconomic issues of 1970, The five units were:

® The Politics of Economics
® The Lessons of the 1960
® Wcapons Against Inflation
® The Negative Income Tax
e The Balance of Payments

It was my hope that the debate between the columnists would stimulate interest
and illustrate that cconomics is at times subjective and almost always con-
troversial and exciting. 1 also wrote a study guide and test for cach section
of the booklet,
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The cover of my booklet was taken from the Los Angeles Times of Feb-
ruary 7, 1946, 1t was simply a supermarhet advertisement listing the prices
of such items as soap, tea, milk, fruit, vegetables, canned foods, fish and mcat.
I asked the class to go to a local market and find the current prices. This
excreise was used to bring about an understanding of intlation and to show
some of the ceonomic changes that have oceurred over the last 24 years, Re-
cent newspaper articles were used to show other dimensions of inflation, such
as its impact on housing costs,

The class then read the booklet and answered a number of study ques-
tions, such us the following:

e In rccent months why have sellers been reluctant to sell to FHA or VA
borrowers?

e How will the change in interest rates influence the cost of living?

e How hus the popular view of the Kevanesian theory changed over the
last thirty years?

e What do Keynes® critics see as the weaknesses in his thought?

e What is Milton Friedman's basic cconomic philosophy?

e What does Henry Wallich sce as being wrong with the priority schedule
that we have built into our economic system?

e According to Wallich, how can teenagers help fight inflation?

e What is the real cost of the current welfure system?

e How does Fricdman answer the charge that the negative income tax
would destroy the incentive to work?

e Whut has been the impact of the Common Market on Amierican foreign

trade?
e How might a devaluation of the French franc affect the American
cconomy?

e How is domwstic inflation related to our balunce of payments situation?

Similar questions were used in periodic quizzes.®
Projects were then assigned in conjunction with textbook readings, Each
student was asked to sclect a stock listed on the New York Stock Exchange
and to write a paper on the corporation whose stock had been chosen. Among
the factors considered by the students in selecting @ company were trends in
stock prices. the record of dividend payments, the history of the firm, the
current market for its output, the relationship of demand for the corporation’s
product to business fluctations. its sales records, ratio of assets to linbilitics,
price-carnings ratios, relationship of the firm to others in the same industry,
and its position in international trade.  Records were kept of stock price
changes, and through class discussions we attempted to analyze the trends.
Audio tapes were used to good advantage, A tape of the third Nixon-
Kennedy debate of 1960 was played and each student was required to write a
paper comparing and contrasting the cconomic views of the candidates. This
assignment required the students to learn the meaning of such terms as fiscal
policy und cheap money, and to assess the economic situation at the time the
debates occurred. A tape made by Milton Fricdman and Paul Samuelson in
February of 1970 was also played. Again, the cluss was asked to write a paper

*The questions above were selected from a 28-page list of work-sheet und quiz questions
submilted by Mr. Low.—The Editor.
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contrasting and comparing the views and the forecasts of these leading econ-
omists. They were allowed to include in their reports materials from recent
publications. Terms like “fine tuning,” “inflationary spiral,” “Euro-dollars,”
and “rolling readjustment”™ appeared in these papers, and were used properly
and intelligently.

Culminating Activity

As the class concluded Economic Growih and Prosperity without Inflation,
the following assignment was given:

ASSIGNMENT

The President of the United States wants to develop economic guidelines to
help him meet the challenges of the 1970s. He has commissioned your com-
mittee to explore one of the following arcas.

In preparing your report you are urged to survey the literature in the field,
define the problem, pose possible solutions with their economic, political, and
social costs, and then conclude with a draft of your recommendations. Each
member of your committee, of course, will include with your report an anno-
tated bibliography of the materials he has read. Do not let an “expert” do your
thinking. Prior to drawing any conclusions, sample as many authorities as time
allows,

BASIC AREAS:

1. How is national economic policy-making complicated by the realities of
party politics?

2. What could have been donc to improve the economic policies followed
in the 1960s?

3. How can the United States reduce the inflationary pressures it now
faces?

4. How can the United States make a fuller use of its human resources?

5. How can the United States improve its position as a world trader?

6. During the 1970s, how can the United States expand its rate of economic
growth vet keep the level of inflation within acceptable bounds?

7. How can the United States improve the use of its natural resources?

.8. How can the Keynesiuan theory be made to work?

9. How can monetary policy be used to promote prosperity without in-
flation?

* * *

The students formed five groups and selected topics that they found most
interesting. Now they would have to read more widely, relate what they learned
to a real problem, and use the democratic process in making group decisions.
Each group sclected a chairman, decided upon a division of the work, and
spent about three weeks doing library research. Each student was required
to develop an annotated bibliography on his topic. The committees met to
synthesize and refine their findings and to prepare written reports summarizing
the group concensus. In seminar fashion, each committee made an hour-long
oral report to the class. Summaries of each report were distributed to the entire
class.

The reports were quite impressive. One group, for example, prepared a
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paper in the form of a report to the President of the United States making
suggestions on our foreign trade policy. The report discussed the balance of
trade and payments, compared the productivity of other leading industrial
nations with that of the United States, discussed economic growth rates, and
described the problems of the underdeveloped nations. A paper on monetary
policy included tabular material on postwar recessions. the federal budget
record for the past five years, consumer price trends, the money supply, rates
of change in industrial production, the merchandise trade bilance. interest rates,
and protits, There were graphs on housing construction and auto sales. All of
these were related to inflution, government spending, taxation and Federal
Reserve actions. Cropping up in other pupers were discussions of the neo-
Malthusian school, the impact of cuts in defense spending, the real costs of
pollution, foreign aid policy, and many other current economic issues.

Evaluation had been an on-going process. The frequent quizaes, papers,
oral reports and the annotated bibliogruphies served to keep me constantly
informed of class and individual progress. The class. too, participated in the
evaluation, for they rated the performance of each committee, My clusses made
far greater progress than similar classes in previous years. In terms of student
interest. ability to hundle economic concepts, und facility in working with real
problems, the results of the project were most gratifying.

Cultural Economics

A Course for Eleventh and Twelfth Graders in the Southwest

Mrs. Sally Noe
Gallup High School, Gallup, New Mexico

Background

Cultural economics is a one-semester course designed for use in an area
inhabited by people of Indian, Spanish. aund Anglo-Americun backgrounds.
The purpose is to teach about the economy of the region in relation to the
national economic picture, It is an area of substandard incomes and three
different cultural traditions, and the teacher must convey economics in the terms
and experiences the student understands. Class groupings usually include the
three major cthnic groups as well as all economic levels.

The Navajo culture is noncompetitive, and the typical student is not fully
awure of the relationship between needs and wants, the economic development
of the areit, the profit motive, the concept of interdependence und the need for
wise use of resources. Thus, these subjects in particular are stressed. For many
of our students, English is a second lunguage. Becausc of this, written tests must
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be used sparingly, and discussions rather than written summarics usually follow
class activities, One major eonsideration of the instructor is to help the students
develop pride in their historical backgrounds and see the relationship of those
backgrounds to the economic development of the arca.

Developmental Activities

A 37-page booklet entitled Bi-Cultural Economics was prepared for the
students. Although it eontains many of the same basic facts and concepts found
in regular high school textbooks, it draws upon local material that has more
meaning to our students, For instance, the fuct that the supply of land is fixed
is not treated in an abstract way, but is presented as follows:

Will you be able to make a living doing the same thing your father docs,
or your grandfather did before him? Ask your father if it will be possible
for you and your brothers and sisters to carn a living the sume way he
and his father have carned their living. The population, or number of
people, in Navajolund is increasing, There is no longer cnough land for
all the young men to ranch and farm.

Since many Indian youngsters sce competition as selfishness, the booklet
takes care to point out that it is simply a method of struggling for economic
survival. It explains that the young Navajo should understand the ways of the
outside world, even if he disagrees with those ways, for many young people are
planning to leave the Reservation and must be prepared for a different way of
life. In discussing the factors of production, the booklet employs such examples
as rugs and jewelry made by the Navajos as economic goods which—like all
others—require productive inputs, Considerable emphasis is placed upon the
fact that the individual is an important agent of production and that his skills
and the demand for his services will help to determine his income.

Each chapter in the booklet contains a list of terms for discussion and
definition, and a list of questions. These. too, are related, whenever possible,
to the local cconomy. Some examples follow:

e Inwhat way does the Reservation economy operate in the private sector?
In the public sector?
e Why is rug-making on the Reservation perhaps facing bad times?

Classroom activities that enabled the students to do something else than simply
read, write and discuss proved to be effective, One of these was a “silent auc-
tion.” Several common items were placed on tables. and each student was
allowed to submit "bids” on them. This was done by indicating the amount of
the bid on a picee of paper and placing it in an envelope. The envelopes were
opened by the instructor who then recorded the number and amounts bid for
cuch item. The results led to fruitful discussions which helped to relate demand
to utility. For example, a bar of soap received more and higher bids than an
out-of-season tinsel item—a c¢lear indication that utility affects demand and
price,

Having learned that increases in demand can raise the market price, we
then moved to a consideration of competition on the seller's side. A mimeo-
graphed “handout™ was distributed. It was simply a drawing of one store selling
a popular soft drink at the price of 45 cents, The students were asked to indicate
ways in which the price might be reduced. They illustrated the effeets of com-
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petition by drawing in other stores, cach new competitor bringing the price
down. Some even recognized that a certain amount of non-price competition
might develop, as they depicted merchants offering free parking spuace or free
chewing gum with each purchase.

Next. we examined the factors that enter into retail pricing. We had dis-
covered that many students think that all of a merchant's revenues are profit.
To dispel this notion, 1 had them develop a chart titled “From Shoe to You.™
Euch pupil wus expected to find out what costs were involved in the production
of his own shoes. They identitied such items as tools, leather, thread. shoe
strings, heel taps, nails, dye, wages and sularies of shoc fuctory employees,
taxes, advertising costs, salesmen's commissions, shipping costs and utilitics
used.

For a practical project. the students were asked to make weekend “pricing
trips™ to check on the prices of various itents and to report their results. A chart
wis made which indicuted the various prices in four different stores. This very
dramaticully revealed the value of comparative shopping, for the store which
hud the lowest price for dog food had the highest price for chicken. Many other
differences of this nature were noted.

The tribal governments (Navajo und Zuni) often reinvest the profits from
their crufts and other enterprises in order to increuse job opportunitics, Oppor-
tunities are limited, however, especially becausc of the ever-present problem of
water. Electricity is a luxury in maay areas, and natural vas has only recently
become generally available in town. Possibilities for development, then, are
strongly affected by the availability of resources, and there is a great need to
promote conservation and the wise allocation of existing resources. Several
weeks were spent in investigating this problem,

The students were permitted to choose one ares of conservation for investi-
gation. Most selected wildlife and reported their findings in notebooks. Somne
of these reports were read to the class by the instructor, but the authors were not
ictentitied. (In Nuvajo society one does not single out an individual for either
praise or rebuke. This individualizes the person and makes him an object of
ridicule. He is no longer one of “The People.™) Twao field trips were arranged
so that the students could learn about the phyvsical features of the region and see
the relationship of local industries (such as a Navajo sawmill) to the geography
and natural resources available. These experiences were also related to the
material in the book.

To dramatize the functions of money. I had the students tryto live for a week
by using barter in a simulated situation. The results, of course, clearly indicated
the superiority of money as a medium of exchange and a standard of value.
(Student comments strongly supported this, For example, one student was
heard to remark: “Here I am—records and no record player.™) Next, the class
was shown how they as consumers influence the businesses in the community,
They kept records of their weekend spending and on Monday a list of the
businesses they had patronized was placed on the chalkboard., An analysis was
made of the list to show how such fuctors as convenience and need affected
their choices. The businesses were also identified in terms of type—single own-
ership, partnership. or corporation. We saw how the different businesses serve
the individual and the community, and made charts illustrating the advantages
and the disadvantages of big business,

Following this, the students were asked to plan a weckend vacation with a
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total expenditure of $100. This activity had several purposes. First, they would
be forced to distinguish between needs and wants because they would have to
plan for such things as transportation costs, food and lodging before considering
luxury prirchases. Second. they would acquire an understanding of the oppor-
tunity cost principle. for it would become obvious that the real cost of purchas-
ing a particular item would be the sacrifice of something else that might also
have been desired. Third, the concept of interdependence would be reinforced
as the students were told to list the people who would be involved in, or affected
by. their decisions. Finally. this exercise would be related to the local economy
in that it would show the imiportance of tourism to our area,

Conclusion

The problems of teaching in an area in which there are three ethnic groups
with different levels of living, folkways and mores are tremendous. The
standard procedures recommended by the methods text may not apply. For
example. the pedagogical textbooks often suggest that students be singled out
for individual commendation, as this should inspire them to even greater efforts
_in the future and give them a feeling of success and pride. To do this with
" Navajo children, however, would be a serious error, Yet, the teacher must
find some way of showing that she does recognize their achievements and that
she does care about them as individuals and as a people. Economics proved to
be a suitable means of arousing and maintaining the interest of these youngsters
and of focusing the curriculum on meuningful problems.

For instance. our community received nation-wide publicity because of a
legal suit involving city facilities for intoxicated persons. Recent news maga-
zines and television specials had publicized some of the problems of the I=dian
in the United States. With a collection of newspaper clippings and the first-aund
knowledge of the students. small groups met in the classroom to discuss this
problem. The discussions were heated, but it was brought out that the problem
is one that affects others as well as the Indians, and that economic factors are
important in understanding the severity of the problem among the Indians. A
few basic economic principles. then. greatly enriched our curriculum and en-
abled us to approach individual, group and regional problems with greater
understanding.

APPENDIX TO CHAPTER 4
Good ldeas in Brief: High School Level

MRS. EARLENE L. HERMAN of Northwest Classen High School in
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, had the students in two of her classes set up *mini-
corporations.” Junior Achievement methods and materials were revised and
adapted to fit the needs of the classes. The students played a major role in plan-
ning and carrying out the project: they sold stock in their companies. purchased
resources. and paid wages, salaries and interest, thus learning ubout the factors
of production and their costs. Financial reports were prepared for the share-
holders. Each firm made a profit and paid dividends. Since they were produc-
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ing different products, the two companies were not competing in the same
market in the classical sense. Nevertheless, a friendly rivalry developed as the
two classes sought to outdo cach other in the eflicieney of their operations and
in carning profits. Interesting differences emerged, as one firm tended to act
more conservatively than the other. (In this case, the business which took
greater risks was able to pay higher dividends.) Through this project the
students were motivated to learn about such cconomic coneepts as division of
labor, the cireular flow, the relationship between productivity and income, the
free enterprise system, factor costs, and interdependence.  There was com-
- munity involvement through extensive use of resource persons, Government's
role in the cconomy was included in that the students had to obtain “charters”
and pay corporate taxes. (Actually, the “taxes™ were contributed for more
ceonomic education materials. ) The students found the expericnce so enjoyable
that they presented Mrs. Herman with a proclumation of appreciation on the
last day of the semester,
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Mrs. Earlene Herman and students examine a bulletin board display of impor-
tant economic terms and concepts.

THOMAS H. ELDER of Ashland High School, Ashland, Ohio, suggests
that many cconomic concepts can be included in vocational guidance lessons.
As students discuss their career choices they can take supply and demand factors
into account for the occupations in which they are interestad.  Studies can be
made of general cconomic trends and how business fluctuations might affect the
demaund for workers in the student’s chosen ficld. Wauves should be studied from
several points of view—how wages are determined in various occupations, the
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relationship between productivity and wages, and the portion of national incone
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

aceounted tor by waves and salaries. Employment projections must be ox-
amined, so that the students realize that by 1975 white-collar jobs will make
up about 48 pereent of the total, white blue-collar cmployment will account for
only 34 pereent, services 14 pereent, and farm jobs four pereent. ‘They should
Know what is meant by “investment in human capital” and have a realistic un-
derstanding of the education and training required in various occupations,

MRS. CAROL. .. GILMORE of the Northfield School in East Northfield,
Massachusetts, had her economices stadents make detailed reports on business
firms of their own choosing. The reports included information on the history of
the firm, its present size and location, its labor foree and fabor relations, the
goads and services produeed, the extent to which the compuny is operating at
capacity. relations with government, the market for its products, the competitive
situation in the industry, advertising policy and costs. and stock ownership,
The students were also asked to evaluate the firm from several points of view.
(*Is it public-service vriented?™ Do you think this is & good company to invest
in? Why? Why not?" “What do you foresee as the future for the firm?™)
Many teachers have their classes do projects of this type. but Mrs. Gilmore
added a new dimension by having the students send copies of their reports to
the firms they selected. This had the cffect of inducing them to exercise great
care in being accurate, neat and well-organized,  Since several firms expressed
interest in these reports, the students felt that they were doing something im-
portant.

KRASTYU KRASTEFF of Horton Warkins High School in St. Louin,
Missouri, has found that a [9-lesson unit in ceonomics can be taught cffcc-
tively in a 12th-grade honors class in history.  After reading such books as
Richard T. Gill's Evolution of Modern Econamics, discussing them in class,
and making individual and group reports, his students were able to answer such
examination guestions as the following:

I. You are a federal government cconomist. Your task is to prepare a
position paper to be presented to the National Councit on Urban AfTairs on the
following issues: “Simultancous existenee and continuation of recession and
inflation, of employment and unemployment in the economy,”

a) What sources, indices, ete., would you consult in order to obtiin needed
and reliable data?

b) What hypotheses would you cevelop in vour search for an answer to
these sticky cconomic problems in terns of origins and possible cures?

“Economics has travelled a long, and strenuous road from the times of
Adam Smith to the times of Arthur F. Purns.” Do you think it has emerged as a
solid social scienee discipline capable of handling the complex economic prob-
lems of the age of automation and “ising expectations? What are its chicf
strengths and weaknesses?

DENNIS W, CAMBIER of Lincoln High School in Midland, Pennsyvivania,
has developed a one-semwester course in which an analysis of the ideas of leading
cconomists, past and present. is the focal point. Mr. Cambicr condensed and
simplificd the writings of Adam Smith, Thomas Malthus, Karl Marx, John
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Stuart Mill, J. M. Keynes, Milton Fricdman, and Walter Heller for & mimeo-
graphed booklet of readings for his twelfth-grade class. Guide questions were
prepared for cach of the readings, and the students worked both independently
and in small groups to analyze them, Class discussions were then based upon
the questions. with students often leading the discussions, The class also read,
analyzed, und discussed current articles on cconomic issues. Several students
made attractive posters itlustrating various cconomic coneepts. This activity
appealed to the below-average student in particular, The posters were displayed
and referred to during class discussions,
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Posters made by the twelfth-grade students of Mr. Dennis W. Cambier at Lincoln
High School in Midland, Pennsyivania.

CYRUS L. RICHARDSON of Larkin High School in Elgin, Hlinois, sug-
gests that the way to a student's mind may be through his taste buds. Confronted
with the diflicult problem of teaching cconomics to twelfth graders of low
academic ability, Mr, Richardson held a “tasting contest™ in his classroom. The
students were sent to stores to buy different brands of gelatin,  Records were
kept of the brunds and their various costs. A limited sum of money was pro-
vided from school funds, so the tirst economic problem faced iy the student was
the problem of choosing among alternatives, Finding that prices differed (even
for the same brand in different stores). the class discussed the topic of competi-
tion and its cffect upon prices, Asked to choose the “best”™ brands. students
usually selected the most expensive. The “tasting contest™ was then held to see
if students could correctly identify the brands when the labels had been removed.,
The results were tallied, and its was found that most students could identify the
well-known brand. The prices were then compared. and it was noted that the
well-known brand cost 13¢ while another cost 8¢, At first the students felt that
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the difference of S¢ was insignificant, but then the percentage difference was
computed, and the total annual savings that would result from using the cheaper
brand were identiticd. ‘This engendered a discussion of utility, for there was a
question of whether the qualitative ditference was worth the higher price. The
opportunity cost principle was introduced, for the students were asked to indi-
cate what one could buy with the money saved in a year by using the lower-cost
item. Once these cconomic concepts had been introduced through the “tasting
contest,” it was a fairly simple matter to apply them to other situations,

MARTIN LAPIDESE of Fust New York Vocational-Technical High
School, Brooklyn, New York, deselops his own transparencies and worksheets
~in u twelfth-grade economics course for slow learners. The worksheets contain
information found in the regular textbook but it is expressed in simpler terms,
while the transparencies Mustrate the concepts being studied. For example, one
transpareney traces the aevelopnient of a chair from the raw lumber stage to
the finished product. The transpareney shows how cach fiactor of production
(the natural resource, kibor and capital equipment) enters into the manufactur-
ing process and adds to the value (and the price) of the chair, One of the most
unusual activitics is a study of advertisements from Russian newspapers, This
is used to lead to an examination of the Soviet economy and to show how eco-
nomic systems adjust to varying conditions and nceds.
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CHAPTER FIVE

College Level!

An Experiment in a Multimedia Systems
Approach to the Basic Economics Course

Richard L. Porter
Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, Oklahoma

" {ntroduction

This is a report on un experiment in the teaching of sophomore principles
of economics, using programmed materials, closed circuit TV lectures, and com-
puter analysis of examination results, During the 1968-69 academic year, stu-
dents were assigned a section of a programmed text. examined on the material,
and then exposed to TV lectures on the same concepts. In addition to the bi-
weekly TV lectures, lab sessions were held once 3 week. A traditional textbook
and study guide were also required.

During the 1969-70 year. the same general approach was used, but with a
different emphasis. The term “television course™ was replaced by “television-
assisted instruction.” Whereas in the first year the students could sign up for
lectures and labs scparately, during the second year we abolished separate labs,
and thus the sume graduate assistant was present for both lectures and labs.
Instead of a rigid two lectures and one lab per week. all the meetings during a
given week could be made up of lectures and there could be “back-to-back” lab
sessions. The aim was to give the graduate assistant a more prominent role. He
would become #he teacher, with the TV lectures regarded simply as aids. It was
hoped that this would Lelp to “personalize™ the course.

Method of Evaluation

Opinionnaires in essay form were given at mid-term, asking how the grad-
uate assistants were conducting the sessions. These were for the private use of
the graduate assistants and were not given to the course director. At the end
of cach semester an objective opinionnaire was given along with the final ex-
amination. Students were not required to complete this opinionnaire, but there
was an overall response rate of 79.8 percent after the first semester and 62.3
percent after the second. The section with the highost response rate was second
highest in achicvement on the final exam and in the rating given to the graduate
assistant. The section with the lowest response rate had the poorest showing on
the exam and gave their graduate assistant the lowest rating. In the rating Sys-
tem for the opinionnaire, the number 1 was scen as an “A,” 2 as a “B,” and
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so on. For example, from 100 o 1.79 was "A" 1L.RO o 2.04 was “B--"
2,058 1o 234 was "B and so on, with 4.20 to §.00 rating an “F."

In cevaluating the graduate assistants, the students were asked: "It you
should take another semester of ceconomies in a TV section, would you want
the sume graduate assistant? (1) Very much so, (2) Prefer him or her. (3) In-
different. (4) Prefer another, (5) Would avoid him or her.”  After the first
sciester of the TU6R-6Y vear, the overall result was 2.54 ("B - ™). After the
seeond semester of the 196970 vear, the rating improved to 2,14 (“B™). Al-
though it cannot be proven conclusively, it is probable that the change in the
graduate assistant’s image (from “assistant™ to "instructor,” in etfect) accounted
for this.

Students were also asked to evaluate the course as a whole. Here there was
adecline from a "B " after the first semester of 1968-69 to i *C - after the
tirst semester of 1969-70. The use of TV became less popular, and where grad-
wate assistants were seen as “good.” the TV leetures were downgraded in com-
parison with them: where the assistants were given inferior ratings, there was
a more positive evilluation of the TV lectures, although the overall course
evalnation was negative. When asked to rate their preference for the TV lec-
ture system as compared with having a graduate assistant as sole instructor, 67
pereent said that they would “slightly prefer™ or “much prefer”™ TV, Thus,
even though the students did not like TV, they were not inclined to fuvor a
situation in which the graduate assistant became the sole teacher.

Course Effectiveness

In 1968-69, the Test of Understanding in College Economics (TUCE) was
used as a final semester examination in both semesters. Part I was used only in
the first semester and Purt 11 only in the second. The test had also been used in
1967-68 when Oklahoma State University was cooperating with the test de-
velopers 'm providing norming data. Comparisons were difticult because of a
change in textbooks, reversing the macro-micro sequence. Pre- and post-test
data could be obtained in 1969-70, however. The pre-test mean for the mostly
mucro group. using Purt I, Form A, of TUCE was 12.13. The post-test mean
wus 22.31. For the mostly micro group. using Part II. Form A for a pre-test,
the mean was 12,44, The post-test mean was 20.79. These results were grati-
fying.

Student Attitudes towards Means of instruction

There is no doubt that students did not like TV instruction in ¢cononiics.
In an opinionnaire given in 1970, they were asked to compare their preferences
for the TV course with three alternatives as follows:

. TV with a class size of 40-50, or live lectures by a senior professor with
350-500 students twice a week and a discussion session with a graduate assistant
once a week (20-25 students).

2. TV. ora senior faculty member lecturing live three times a week to groups
of 120-145 students,

3. TV, ora graduate assistant lecturing live in a classroom with 60-75 stu-
dents three times a week.

For item 1. 46 pereent expressed a preference for TV: for item 2, 44 percent
preferred TV, for item 3, 67 percent opted for TV. At the opposite pole, in
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item 1. 41 percent preferred the alternative o TV: in item 2, 41 percent chose
the alternative: and initem 3, 28 pereent selected the alternative.  Thus, the
use of graduite assistants was fess popular than other alternatives, while there
was substantial support for having lectures by a senior faculty member, Pre-
registration experience. when conventional sections were offered as well as the
TV supports our conclusion that students would prefer to be taught by a senior
fuculty member ina class of S0 or fewer people.

The students gave a high rating to the programmed text. In fact, 75 pur-
cent rated the programmed text *1™ on a seale in which “ 1™ meant “most help-
ful” and 4™ meant “least helptul.”™ Only 12 percent saw the graduate assistants
as being most helpfuli seven percent found TV to be most helpful: and six
pereent rated the conventional textbook most helpful. That is. of the four cle-
ments making up the course, the programmed text scored far higher than grad-
uitte assistaines, TV, and the regular textin terms of being helpful to the students.

Several other courses had been presented through TV at the University.
Students who had taken some of these courses were asked to compare them
with the ceconomies TV class. Forty percent rated the economics TV lectures
as being better. (Twenty-three percent said “much better; 17 pereent said
“shghtly better.™)

Student Attitude towards Economics

Forty pereent of the students considered cconomies to be very important,
while five percent said it is not really important and another five percent found
it to be o waste of time. Only 12 percent found it very difficult: 53 percent
thought it hard but not too difticult: 20 percent thought it was casier than most
other courses: and five pereent considered it a “snap.” Although only five per-
cent plan to major in cconomics, 28 percent said they will take many more
cconomics courses (possibly cquivalent to o minor). and 13 percent plan to
take one or two more courses. Thirty-nine percent said they will take more
cconomies only if required, and 15 percent will avoid economics in the future.
Thus. nearly half the students were not so discouraged by the TV course as to
avoid economics in the future.

Conclusions

Television instruction was not popular, but other elements of the “package”
were well-received—the programmed text in particular, The new image created
for the teaching assistant helped to impreve studert ratings of these instructors.
but not cnough to convinee students they should become the sole instructors.
If traditional lectures are unpopular, the added impersonality of TV lectures
downgrades lecturing even further, Television mivht be used as an aid wherein
the instructor could control the TV playback individually in cach classroom
and the student could repeat the TV tapes outside of class on an individual basis.
Wherever possible. provision shoutd be made for the student to have an alter-
native instructional “package™ to choose in place of TV instruction.
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Active Programming and Computer
Simulations by Intermediate Macroeconomic
Theory Students

George |. Treyz

University of Massachusetts, Amhersi, Massachusetts

To introduce my students to a problem-solving approach widely used in
cconomics and other social science disciplines, | had them actively program and
simulate with dynamic macroeconomic models. The idea was to have the stu-
dents use the computer as an economist uses it, and thus to acquire a lasting
understanding of this technique of analysis. Other objectives were to familiarize
the students with some particular macroeconomic models, to make a transition
from static to dynamic modeling, and to move from pedagogical models to
econometric models.

My own Computer Problem Kit for Economics* was used as the central
core for the course, although the problems had been designed primarily for
supplementary work. The students were also assigned readings from an intro-
ductory economics text and from a graduate text on macroeconomic theory and
stabilization policy, The models in the kit provided a transition between the
two texts by giving the student some concrete models to work with and by mov-
ing from static to dynamic models. The course outline was as follows:

Macroeconomic Theory and Stabilization Policy
Course Outline

A. Introduction :

1. Conflicting rccommendations by economists for stabilization policy in
1970.

2. Macroeconomic theory: What is it? What can we learn about it in one
semester? How well do economists understand macroeconomic prob-
lems?

B. The Measurement of Economic Activity

1. Major macrocconomic variables that we would like to measure: general
welfare, aggregate income, overall employment, general price level
and the balance of international payments.

2. Definitions of the above variables for the practical purpose of measuring
them. The limitations of the measured variables in indicating the con-
ceptualized variables.

C. A Static Model of Economic Behavior
1. Simple Keynesian model of income determination.

*Published by Macmillan Company. 1969,
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2. Programming as an aid to understanding how a system works and how
more complex models can be handled.
3. Assimple Keynesian model of fiscal policy.
4. Political und institutional factors in tiscal policy.
D, Dynamic Models of Economic Behavior
L. Asimple madel with an investment aceelerator equation,
2. Tools of dynamic macroeconomic theory.,
3. Madels of dynamiic economic behavior and their interpretation,
4. The relationship between static and dynamic macroeconomic theory.
E. The 1.AM-1S Model
1. How the Federal Reserve controls the money supply and monctary
policy.
2. Bringing the monetary sector into a static model,
3. Stubility of the LM und IS curves if prices and wages are flexible und if
the intersection of the LM and IS curves is not at full employment,
4. Keynes and his predecessors: A reinterpretation.
5. Anattempt to convert the LM-1S model to a dynamic model.
E. Imternational Economic Relations
I. Bringing the rest of the world into our models.
2, Macroeconomic theory inan international context.
G. Feonomic Policy: Controlled and Uncontrolled Variables
L. The theory of stabilization policy. :
2. Monetary policy.
3. Fiscal policy.
4. Use of an cconometric model for forecasting: Use of a specific econo-
metric model.
H. Methodology and Fdeology: Are They Inseparable?
. Terms of reference,
2. Empirical studies.
3. The scientific method and economic rescarch,
L Where We Are and Where We Are Going
1. Culbertson’s conclusions, Chapter 22, pp. 527-539, of John M. Culbert-
son, Mucroeconomic Theory and Stabilization Policy, (New York:
McGraw-Hill Book Co.. 1968.)
2. Walter W. Heller, New Dimensions of Political FEconomy, Chapter 1,
pp. 1-57.
3. Econometric forecasting—The current record.
4. What should our fiscal and monctary pelicy be for 1970-71? Current
readings,
The outline above is the sume as that given to the students, except that read-
ing assignments were included with cach topic. For instance, with topic B-2,
the class was assigned Chapter 12 in Culbertson's Macroeconomic Theory and
Stabilization Policy, Chapter 10 in Samuclson’s Economics, Berle's “What
GNP Doesn’t Tell Us™ in the Saturday Review of August 1968, and portions of
the Survey of Current Business, July 1969. Two days were spent in discussing
cconometric forecasts and simulations, using models from Econometric Gam-
ing: A Kit for Compuier Analysis of Macroeconomic Models by Klein and
Evans,
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First. the students were asked to read the first 27 pages of my booklet ind
to do the seif-teaching programming on their own, This introduced them to the
role of the computer in economic analysis, and gave them a simple model of
the United States cconomy in which it was assumed that NNP = C 4 Jin a
stitic version and that NNP, == C, -+ [, (the subscript 7 denoting the time
period) n a dynumic version. The rudiments of programming were included,
followed by un explanation of the computer program for solving a simple eco-
nomic model. The problem situations included such questions as:

e What would you predict as the chunge in NNP using the multiplier theory?

® If you produced goods which were used in censtructing factories what
would your pattern of sales demund be according to the computer output?

e How would you modify your program to determine what would happen
to NNP if / remuined at 60 in all periods but the consumption schedule
shifted permanently upwards by 10 billion dollars in period 1?

The students received instructions in using the time-shuring system. Prob-
lems were assigned a week in advance, and cluss discussions were held on the
problems when the work had been collected. Copies were made of student
programs that were particulurly good so that they could be shared with the cluss.

Students who did well on the programs also performed well in the course,
as might be expected. In response to an anonymous questionnaire, the students
indicated that the expericnee was enjoyable. The biggest pavotf. however, was
the insight into the use of economics models that students gained in the process
of doing the problems and in simulating their own models. *

*Limitations of space prevent a detailed uccount of this project. Those interested in
using the techniques employed by Professor Trevz may obtain his full report from the
Kuzanjian Materials Library, Ohio University, Athens, Ohio.

A Summary Evaluation of an Experienced
Teacher Fellowship Program
in Economic Education

Roman F. Warmke and Gerald F. Draayer
Ohio University, Athens, Ohio

The Experienced Teacher Fellowship Program in Economic Education and
Related Social Sciences at Ohio University, 1969-70 (hereafter designated as
the EXTFP). was a full-year program for experienced teachers that commenced
in June 1969 and terminated in June 1970, The EXTFP was sponsored by the
U.S. Oftice of Education (USOE). under the Education Professions Develop-
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ment Act (EPDA), and was administered through the Department of Economie
Education, College of Business Administration, Ohio University. The Ohio
Council on Economic Education and the Joint Council on Economic Education
assisted with certain coordination efforts. The authors of this report served
respectively as the Director and Associate Director of the program.,

The description of the EXTFP which follows is organized around the pro-
gram’s rationale. antecedents, transactions and outcomes; it may serve as a
guide tocconomic education program directors,

‘Rationale

USOE Objectives. To improve the quality of education in the nation's ele-
mentary and secondary schools, Experienced Teacher Fellowship Prograns
were instituted to (1) provide full-time graduate education and specially plan-
ned courses of study for experienced teachers and (2) ereate an increased con-
cern for the training of t2achers in colleges and universities throughout the na-
tion, By 1969 the USOE begin to encourage the participation of experienced
teachers from schools in urban ghetto areas and rural poverty regions.

Although the USOE conception of EPDA programming was generally
broad and inclusive, covering a wide range of subject matter, it was quite spe-
cifically assumed that funded programs would (/) create better cooperation
between subject matter and teacher education specialists. (2) design specific
courses for a ruther homogencous group of students. and (3) encourage better
cooperation between institutions of higher cducation and local school districts
and systems.

In promoting greater cooperition between subject matter and teacher edu-
cation specialists, the USOE tried to encourage the institutionalization of special
programs for teachers with the ultimate goal of creating a cadre of college pro-
fessors who would have an impuct upon teacher education, and, through the
multiplier effect. upon clementary and secondary schools,

A second expuctation of the USOE was that there should be college courses
especially designed for sehool teachers and that they should be distinctive, The
USOE encouraged en bloc procedures where courses would be taitor-made for
students of & detined background and preparation. Under this procedure it was
hoped that college instructors would direct their attention specifically to the
needs of the classroont teacher and not assume that the teacher would or could.
by himsclf. transfer knowledge into viable curriculum, lesson plans, or class-
room procedures.

Critical of regular graduate school programs that left the individual class-
room teacher to the merey of the “catalog’s cafeteria-like offerings.” the USOE
encouraged en bloc organization to provide greater visibility of the program on
the campus and o greater opportunity for program participants to profit from
interuction with their peers as well as the more formal lessons of their instructors.

A final recommendation of the USOE was to encourage greater cooperation
between institutions of higher learning and local school districts and systems,
The USOE recommended that program participants be selected by their home
cducational system and that the local school system guarantee any applicants a
position upon completion of the program. Furthermore, the USOE encouraged
program administrators to conduct practicum experiences involving the parti-
cipants in the translation of content and experimental designs into actual class-
room teaching,
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The EXTFP Objectives. Reflecting the general guidelines and emphusis of
the USOE. the proposal submitted to the USOE identified four major objectives,
The first of these was to provide a national cadre of leaders in economic educa-
tion who would be especially prepared to become dircetors of Councils and
Centers of Economic Education, Specifically, the proposal requested support
for post-masters participants who, upon completion of their degree programs,
would be prepared as specialists in curriculum development and instructional
techniques as related to economic education, These participunts would pursue
the Ohio University Ph.D. degree in Economic Education.

The second broad objective requested support for elementary and secondary
teachers, depurtment chairmen and supervisors, employed in rural and urban
poverty ureas. This approach was used to provide elementary and secondary
school systems with specialists in economic education prepared to implement
imaginative and effective programs of instruction, research. curriculum develop-
nient and community serviee,

The third objective was to exound linison efforts for program enrichment
between Ohio University and local school systems in cooperation with the Ohio
Council on Economic Education, state departments of education, and profes-
sional agencies and associations, It was hoped through this objective to
strengthen an “external image™ that would encourage and improve community-
school relations, as well as encourage the expunsion of economic education ac-
tivities on other college und university campusvs.

The fourth objective was to develop an “internal image” to foster similar
university-school cooperation and cmulation among other departments and
divisions of the University. That is. it was proposed that the ExTFP would
help both to institutionalize economic education at Ohio University as well as
promote teiacher educition programs with o greater concern and interest for the
teaching process. '

The broad objectives, it was anticipated, would be achieved through more
specific objectives and methods structured to provide (/) teachers of common
cducational backgrounds and academic interests with a rigorous and systematic
program of study in economic ecCucation, (2) a substantive background in eco-
nomics with spccial emphasis on the analytical method of the economist as a
social scicntist, (3) assistance to the participants in trunslating economics and
scientific methods of inquiry into viable curricula suited to clementary and sec-
ondary social science courses, and (4) acquaintance with the innovative and
challenging materials developed through curriculum research and development
projects.

Antecedents

Special Features, The existence of the Department of Economic Education
is unique to Ohio University. ‘The Department. located in the College of Busi-
ness Administration, is concerned primarily with teacher education and the
translation of economic content into curriculum appropriate to clementary and
sccondary students. This objective is achieved through rescarch of current
trends in economics and in education and through special services to clementary
and secondary schools, including professional consultants, in-service courses
and summer institutes, the Developmental Economic  Education Program
(DEEP) und Systematic Economic Education Development (SEED) projects
and other activities conducted in cooperation with the Ohio Council on Eco-
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nomic Education and the Joint Council on Economic Education. Through co-
operation with other departments at Ohio University, especially the Department
of Economics and the Depurtment of Secondary Education in the College of
Education, the Department of Economic Education maintains an intercollegiate,
interdepartmental, and interdisciplinary approach in teacher education and
curriculum development,

The fact that the Department exists, that it administers the M.A. in Eco-
nomic Education, and offers a Ph.D. in Economic Education in cooperation
with the Department of Secondary Education, is indicative of a recognition of
the importance of economic education at Ohio University,

A special feature of the ExTFP design was a request for support for two
specific types of participants including (1) post-M.A. Fellows who would pur-
sue the Ph.D. program and (2) M.A. candidates for the M.A. in Economic
Education.

A second major feature was a two-quarter practicum experience involving
seven teams of three Fellows cach. The team leader in each instance was a
Ph.D. candidate, while the other two members of the team were M.A. candi-
dates. :

A third feature was the inclusion of special group process experiences that
were codirected by faculty members from the Department of Guidance, Coun-
seling, and Student Personnel of the College of Education. The Fellows at-
tended a special non-credit, one-week group process session between the Sum-
mer and Fall quarters and met later, for the most part individually, with the co-
directors for personal and individual consulting.

These features are described in more detail under Transactions.

Curriculum Content. Fellows in the M.A. portion of the program followed
a schedule whereby they could obtain their degree objective during the one year
in the program. The post-M.A. Fellows were not expected to complete all of
the requirements for the Ph.D. degree, but did pursue individual programs that
enabled them to complete the major portion of the course work during the ear.

The M.A. program was organized specifically for experienced teachers with
a baccalaureate degree and a standard tcaching certificate, and who could meet
the normal admission requirements for the Graduate College of Ohio Univer-
sity. Largely because of the practicum, the Fellows were required to take more
than the 48-hour minimum course work in economics, education, and economic
education required for the M.A. Because of the nature of the EXTFP, pre-
requisites in economics were not required for admission into the degree program
of the ExXTFP. Further, en bloc programming was used for several of the re-
quired courses. _

An outline of the M.A. curriculum for the ExTFP as it appeared in the pro-
gram brochure follows:

Course Title Course Description Quarter Credits

Summer Quarter

Finance §51 Monetary Policy . 3
Econ. Educ. 546  Economics in the Curriculum 3
Econ. Educ. 549  Economic Education Programs 3
Educ. SE 555 Adv. Principles of Teaching 3
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C'ourse Title -~ Course Description _— ~Quearter Credits
Inter-Quarter

Special Non-Credit Group Process Experience

Fall Quarter

Edue. RSS2 Educational Statistics 4
Eicon. 18§ Economic History of the United States 4
Beon. Edue, 650 Economic Education Research 3
con, Bdue, 690 Studies in Economie Bducation: Practicum 4
Winter Quarter
Eeon. §O3 Advanced Microcconomic Theory 4
Feon. 87§ Economics of Poverty 4
Econ. Bdue. 681 Eeonomic Education Seminar 3
Econ. Educ, 690  Studies in Economic Education: Practicum 4
Spring Quarter
Econ. S04 Advanced Microcconomic Theory 4
Econ. 576 Economies of Human Resourcees 4
LZcon, Edue, 691 Master’s Seminar: Colloquium Paper K
Elective in Economics* 4

Recognizing that muny of the MLA. Fellows were deficient in their formal
preparation in cconomivs, and that the degree requirement consisted of a mini-
mum of 27 quarter credits in economics, one course of cach term during the
summer session was devoted particularly to the introduction of basic ceonomic
ideas, concepts and generalizations which would be studied more intensively in
the various economies courses scheduled for the academic year,

The introductory course in education was an en bloe course seheduled for
both M. A und Ph.D. candidates and taught by a veteran social science teacher-
cducator specialist from the College of Education. This course, taught during
the second four-week term of the summer, was included in the schedule to serve
the same purpose in education that the two introductory courses in cconomics
were direeted to in that discipline, namely, to make the Fellows familiar with
contemporary learning theories, the taxonomies of educational objectives, and
new developments in elementary and secondary education generally.

Plans for the Ph.D. program were initially prepared by the Chairmen of the
Departments of Economic Education and Secondary Education. A proposal for
this degree submitted to the Board of Regents was approved in March 1968,
In general, students in this degree program must complete a minimum of 65§

*In general, participants in the program will be encouraged to select from among the
following courses:

Eeon. S0S  History of Economic Thought
Feon. 825 Comparative Feonomic Systems
Feon. 528 Regional Analysis
Feon, $3§  Introduction to Econometrics
Feon, 863 Feonomics of Government
Fin. 655  Seminur in Monetary Theory
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guarter credits cach in (7Y education and () cconomies and ceonomic educi-
cation. In the education companent, a candidite usually coneentrates his course
work in the arcas of (1) statisties, () rescarch and design, and () curriculum
developmient.  In the cconomics and cconomic education component, candi-
dates are expected to demonstrate competeney of basic economie theory, but
in broad coverage vather than ¢ontent specialization and coupled with course
work in economiv education.

Bosides the reguired course work, candidates for the Phu). degree are exe-
pected to pass (1) a statistios proticiency test amd (2) o standardized foreign
fanguage proficiencey test. Additionadly, degree candidates are vequired to (/)
complete a practicum experienee, (2) file a record of scores obtained on the
Graduate Record Examination (GRED), and satistactorily complete an ad.
vaneed writing test, and (3) complete a dissertation.

Student Charactervistics. To be eligible for the Ph.D. portion of the pro-
gram, applicants were expected to hold an MLAL in cconomics or education with
evidence of solid academic records and goud letters of recommendation,

As with the Ph.D. applicants, the M.AL applicants were selected on a na-
tional basis. However, selection preference was given to educational personnel
in rural poverty regions, such as Appalachia, and inner-¢ity poverty arcus, An
MUAL applicant was considered eligible tor the program it he held @ baccalau-
reate degree from an aceredited institution with a minimum of 2.8 grade average
(where A ) and o standard teaching certiticate. Preference was given to
individuals with three or more years of teaching experience.

Of the 21 Fellows who made up the final roster, 19 were male and two
female. The mean age of all participants was 32,95 years with a range of 26-52.
The mean age of the PhD, Fellows was 32,42 us compared with the MLA, age
of 36.21. The mean number of years in education was 9.7, indicating an ¢x-
perieneed group of teachers.

As undergriduates, two of the Fellows had majored o economics while 14
had majored in history or social scicnees other than economics. Four partici-
pants had majored in education and the remaining one in physical education.
Prior to entry into the program, four of the Fellows had had no formal course
work in cconomies, vither at the undergraduate or graduate levels seven of the
Fellows had taken no colege course work in economiies beyond the basic intro-
ductory or principles level, Similarly, nine of the Fellows had taken no course
work in higher mathematics at the undergraduate or graduate levely 11 of the
Feltows had taken at least a course in basic algebra but only one student had
tiken courses incaleulus,

In a program with the preponderance of course work in economics at the
graduate level, it is not surprising that the cconomices instructors found the
level of comprehension among the Fellows to be deficient. The failure to grasp
meanings and to see relationships, especially carly in the program, and usually
carly in the various courses, was undoubtedly due to the Lick of preparation in
ceonontics and mathenatices,

Yransactions

Formal Course Requirements, Course requirements consisted of course
work in cconomics, education, and economic education with a primary empha-
sis on the translation of economics into viable curricula. The content of the
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courses in cconomies was direeted toward an identitication and analysis of basic
ceonomic ideas, concepts and generalizations, These courses, which were es-
pecially rigorous given the deficiencies in the background of many of the Fel-
lows, were considered important in preparing the Fellows for the cusriculum
application covered in the economic educition courses,

The courses in education for the MA. Fellows included an advanced prin-
ciples course direeted toward a study of contemporary educational theory and
recent developments in curriculum. The educational statistics course was looked
upon as complementary to the economics courses, as veell as a course with direet
implications for teachers,

The courses in economic education designated in the schedule as 449, 650,
and 631 were introduced into the curriculum at Ohio University in September
1967 to assist teachers in the Experienced Teacher Fellowship Program, 1967-
68. in making direet translation of ceonomic content into curricula suitable for
clementary and secondary schools, Specitically, the experienced teachers were
introduced to the intportance of analyzing social disciplines in an orderly man-
ner, Comprehensively coherent conceptual structures were presented, analyzed
and compared, In cach instance the framework was examined to discover (/)
the unifying gestalts of the content. (2) the methods of socinl science inquiry
implied, and (2) the relationship between the framework under consideration |
and other social science arcas.

During both the summer and fall quarters, the Fellows in the program be-
gan to develop outlines and gather materials for a colloquium paper to be sub-
mitted during the spring quarter. The puper was to represent a synthesis of
(1) classroom experiences, (2) knowledge gained through course work in eco-
nomics and education, and (J3) the ideas encountered in the economic educa-
tion courses, and especially those ideas acquired from the guest speakers and
the materials made available to (e Fellows, During the winter quarter the eco-
nomic education courses consisted of seminar sessions in which the Fellows
presented the major structure of the colloquium papers that were in prepara-
tion. The completed papers are available on loan to Counil and Center diree-
tors upon request to the OCEE,

The Practicum Experience, The stated rationale for the practicum experi-
ence was (/) for the Fellows to combine economic theory and educational
learning theories in an internship and (2) to provide a special educational serv-
ice to area schools, To accomplish this, the Fellows were expected to (1) in-
ventory present social science curricula in the cooperating schools; (2) assist in
the development of curriculum guides and materials; (3) relate these materials
to innovative materials and techniaues developed as part of the national re-
search projects in the social sciences; (4) teach experimental units whenever
appropriate; () participate in final evaluation plans; and (6) make use of these
experiences whenever appropriate in the development of the required collo-
quium paper.

The Fellows were assigned to school systems in teams of three, consisting
of one Ph.D. candidate, who served as the team leader, and two M.A, candi-
dates. In an effort to assign the Fellows to appropriate school systems, each
Fellow was asked to state his preferences as regards to grade level and type of
school system, such as rural or urban, To avoid unnecessary competition for
what could be considered more desirable school systems, say those closest to
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the University, the actual assignment to school systems was made by admine
istrative devision. Team assignments were based upon (1) the expecied com-
patibilicy of team members, (2) a balinee of qualitications among the team
members, (4) the nature of the choices nuwle by the individual Fellows, and
(4) the seven schools selected to cooperite with the practicum experience,

During the two quarters that the practicum was in session, there werg no
repuliely scheduled classes as apurt of the internship experience. The group
did meet. however, in an opening orientation session and on & limited number
of occasions throughout the two quarters to discuss matters of interest to all,
Additionally, the practicum director scheduled team mectings with the coop-
erating school personnel to detine the objectives of the program,  Also, indi-
vidual teams met with the practicum director for about one hour per weck.

After making a study of the objectives and goals for improving instruction
at the cooperating schools, the teams were requested to prepare and submit a
contract for approvil by the practivum direetor and the practicum coordinator
from the cooperating school. In this contract the Fellows (1) described what
they thought could be accomplished in the period of two quarters scheduled for
the practicum, (23 developed a statement of objectives, (3) described the goals
of the school district to which they had been assigned, and (4) indicated the
specific steps or procedures they would follow to reach the goals they had set.
A number of common features among the various programs included (1)
teacher orientation to the role of cconomics in the social seience curriculum,
(2) the development of specitic materials for use in the classroom, or a course
of study for use in a district, and (3) methods for assuring follow-up uctivities
once the practicum team left the cooperating school

Group Process and Group Interaction. The special group process ex-
pericnee was developed in cooperation with the Department of Guidance,
Counseling, and Student Personnel, College of Education, and designed pri-
marily to (1) provide experience in group processes and methods, (2) provide
group and individual orientation and initial awareness of the personal meinings
helpful for teachers involved in a rigorous academic pursuit and (3) reduce
anxicties and enhance the learning potential of the individual Fellows.

Furthermore, it was the purpose of the non-credit group process sessions to
create an esprit de corps and establish solidarity among the Fellows,

The codirectors of the group provess sessions worked under separate con-
tract with the Department of Economic Education, Before the fall quarter in
September, the Fellows were divided into three groups and met on a daily basis
for six days. The daily meetings ran for approximately three hours per group,
representing approxinately cighteen hours of group process experiency for each
group. One group was led by one of the codirectors, a second group by the
other codirector, and the third group by the codirectors jointly. In addition to
the group mectings, individual conferences for cach of the Fellows were held by
the two consultants.

Original plans had called for a group session cach month from October 1969
to May 1970. However, the content of the group sessions during the initial week
and the variation of class schedules for the Fellows made it impractical to hold
the monthly group sessions. Initial efforts to follow this plan resulted in low
attendanee and resistance to the group process exoerience, This resistance was
in part due to the Fellows' heavy involvement in their academic work, When
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these conditions beeame apparent, the group process consultunts altered the
provedure to an individual counsceling approach based on the Fellows' demands
and availability.

Puring the group and individual sessions considerable time was spent assist-
ing Fellows with their concerns in arcas which were direetly related to the
BEXTEP, including (1) avademic concerns, (2) anxiety surrounding individual
progress in the program, () interpersonal cooperation and support amony the
Fellows, including such arcas as bluck-white relationships, doctoral-masters re-
lationships, cooperative study urrangements, general social activitics, and (¢)
competitiveness that resulted from the variability of educational and experien-
tial buckgrounds.

Besides the consultant service available through the codirectors of the group
process experience, the Fellows had immediate access to the Associate Director
of the program and were able to arvange meetings with the program Director
whenever it was felt that the Director's services were necessary. Additionally,
both the Dircetor and the Associate Director of the program met regularly with
the Fellows in the economice education courses scheduled throughout the year.

Communications Flows end Organization.  Maintaining good relations
amiong the Fellows and between the Fellows and the various individuals involved
with the program made it necessary to establish clearly defined procedures and
job duscriptions, The Associate Dircetor served as the ombudsman for the
group, linison to the program Director. and coordinator of the various com-
punents of the program.

Outcomes

Outcomes examined in the evaluation of the EXTFP included an analysis of
the pretest-posttest responses to (1) the four parts of the Test of Understanding
in College Economics prepured by the Joint Council on Economic Education in
vollaboration with The Psychological Corporation of America, and (2) the
single form of the Test of Basic Economics, prepared by Dr. E.S, Walluce,
Dircetor, Nebraska Couneil on Economic Education.  Statistically significant
ditferences were observed between the pretest and posttest results,

An analysis was also made of the pretest-posttest opinions expressed by the
Fellows in response to (1) The Survey of Opinions on Economic Issues, a 35=
item questionmaire developed by committee members who participated in the
Carnegic-Mellon Economie  Education Workshop in 1969, and (2) the
Inventory of Economic Opinicns, prepared by Dr. Roman F. Warmke, Only
slight shifts of opinions were observed in the pretest-posttest responses

An analysis wis made of the opinions expressed by the Fellows, the wach-
ing faculty, and the program’s directors in response to questions treating such
topics as (/) the effectiveness of the program in mecting the needs of the
Fellows, (2) the overall value of the FXTEP for upgrading high school instruc-
tion, and (3) the usefulness of subject matter versus methods and materials for
futurc work,

Although the responses to these questions were generally favorable, a
careful analysis was mude of less favorable responses. Efforts were made to
determine the causes for ineffectiveness or inappropriateness where such opin-
ions were expressed.

Employment and status changes were analyzed to determine the effective-
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ness of the program upon the individual Fellows, Five of the seven Fellows in
the Ph.D. portion of the program have stayed at the University to pursue their
degree programs on i full-time basis, Some of the remaining Fellows accepted
positions as administrators, curriculum supervisors, and department chairmen,
Several of the Fellows, expressing a desire to implement new teaching tech-
niques, returned to elassroom teaching. In most instances, the Fellows realized
salary increases upon completion of the program,

A final outeome component that was analyzed in the EXTFP evaluation
included institutional effects. especialiy as related to the host institution.
Although it was recognized that more time would need to elapse before tinal
conclusions can be drawn, it was obseived that the EXTEP helped to focus atten-
tion upon the need to promote special programs in economic edueation. The
program, therefore, served to strengthen the programs for and institutional
provess of service to elemeatary Lod secondary schools that hind been Launched
in 1953 with the formation of the Ohio Couneil on Economics Edugcation.
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CHAPTER SIX

The Status of Research in Economis Education

George G. Dawson
Joint Council on Economic Education

Starting with the 1969 issue, Economic Education £xperiences of Enter-
prising Teachers has included a chapter on research in economic education,
The response to this has been extremely favorable, so we are continuing to in-
clude this feature. This chapter will present an overview of the research situation
;md then give brief descriptions of recent rescarch projects at all educational
evels, .

Overview

In the spring of 1968 the NYU Center for Economic Education began to
list systematically all studies and research projects relating to economic educa-
tion. Within a year, some 660 projects had been identified and listed in a book-
let entitled Research in Economic Education: A Bibliography. Wih a grant
from the Kazanjian Foundation, the NYU Center expanded its cfforts and
added over 200 more titles to the bibliography. A Supplement was produced in
mimeographed form in 1970. Since that time an additional 61 studies have been
identified. and the Joint Council on Economic Education has assumed respon-
sibility for maintaining the list and for serving as an advisory and information
center on this type of research.

Over 900 studies, then, have been completed or are in progress, As the
chart on page 93 shows, studies of secondary level economics make up the
largest number and percentage of the total, with college-level research coming in
second. The chart is based upon the NYU bibliographies as of spring, 1970, but
the addition of the 61 studies identified since that time would not change the
rankings, (One percentage point would be added to the college level and sub-
tracted from the secondary level.) Only seven percent have been at the elemen-
tary school level, while five percent have touched both the elementary and
secondary levels: three percent have dealt with both secondary and college. and
11 percent are of a general nature not confined to one or two educational
levels, (An example of the latter is an evaluation of the Kazanjian Awards
Program which covered every level from kindergarten through graduate school.)

The chart also categorizes the studies by type. It should be noted that the
term “research” was used very broadly in compiling the bibliography. The
purpose was to identify any study that might add to existing knowledge of the
status of economic education, not to quibble over what should or should not be
classificd as research. Thus, the studies range from simple fact-finding surveys
involving little more than nosc-counting (such as the number of schools in a
given state offering sepurate cconomics courses) to tightly controlled evalua-
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provided by the author was often used to determine the proper category, The
percentages assigned o cach eategory, then, are approximations at best.

About 40 percent have been categorized as fact-finding projects, SHPVEYS,
or descriptive studies. These studies do tittle more than indicate what exists.
The simplest of these will involve a count of schools offering economics courses.
Some merely survey the courses taught in various types of institutions (such as
junior colleges) T some attempt to ascertain the economics backgrounds of
teachers at various levels; and some try o determine the ceonomics knowledge
of students and. or teachers. Although these studies appear to be simple, they are
extremely important. If a Center or Council intends to work for the improve-
ment of economic education ina given area, it must first know what the existing
situation is. The results of these studies have often been profound.  For example,
the New York City Council on Economic Education has established in-service
courses for New York teachers based upon a survey of the economies back-
grounds of those teachers and of their expressed interest in furthering their
cconomic knowledge. When o similar survey revealed that its teachers were far
behind the public school instructors in their ecconomic buckgrounds. one large
parochial school system set up special courses to remedy the situation, A large
bank established economics courses for its personnel when a study showed that
a group of employees in responsible positions were ignorant of some basic prin-
ciples of money and banking and ranked with high school students in their

“overall knowledge of economies.

Thus, fact-tinding studies are useful and necessary. Rescarchers must not
be deluded into believing that they are casy. however, for there are pitfalls.,
Before tackling a study of this type, the inexperienced researcher should consult
someone who his undertaken similar projects. One common fault, for example,
is asking the respondent to a questionnaire to indicate the number of credits
of college cconomics he has earned. The results can be misleading unless the
questionnatire has spelled out what constitutes cconomics, One respondent may
include his work in economic geography, while another may not. The ques-
tionnaire should list the types of courses the researcher wishes to define as eco-
nomics, leaving suflicient space for the respondent to add more. The rescarcher
should not leave it to the respondent to decide what is economics and what is
not, This is but one of the many problems that the rescarcher can run into in
doing u survey-type project.*

Twenty-six percent of the projects have been classified as nonexperimental
evaluation and effectiveness swdies. In stadies of this type, the rescarcher
selects an existing situation and attempts to evaluate or measure the economic
learnings that result. For example, several studies have compared the progress
made in introductory college courses by students who had high school econom-
ics with students who did not. Others have tested junior college students taking
introductory economics, compired the results with those found in four-year
colleges. und attempted to identify the factors which seem to have a significant
effect on the learning of cconomices.

In these projects, no effort was made to set up matched groups, to control the
type or amount of ¢conomics taught, or in any other way to restructure the
classroom situation.

*The Joint Council on Feonomic Fducation will attempt to provide advice and infor-
mation on research designs to those who request it.
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Faperimental evaluation studies account for about 1o pereent of the total.
Here, the rescarchier seis up aconirobled experiment in which one method of
teaching is compared with another, or in which one sort of material is used in
one class but not with a matched group of students. A number of variables
will be tahen into account and isolated, statistical analyses will be made, and
the effectiveness of one teaching method or type of material will be compured
with another.

Only four pereent of the rescarch projects have tried to measure ceonomic
attitudes or opanions, Phere are several evaluation studies which have ineluded
student attitudes toward cconomies as a variable, but we have fimited this
classification to those dealing with the student’s attitude or opinion on various
cconomic topies, problems or issues,  For instanee, one project tested student
opinions on the free enterprise system before and after an introductory eco-
nomics course to determine whether or not the course had an cetfect on those
opinions,

Lasting effects studiex (or residual impact researcht) account for fewer
than one pereent of the total, 1t should be noted, however, that several of the
evaluation studies have included an element of residual impact measurement
in their designs. We know of only two studies in which the major purpose is to
determine how mueh cconomic understanding is retained after certain periods
of time, such as one year, two years, or five years,

Historical studies might be considered a special Kind of deseriptive or fact-
finding research, but we have categorized them separately where they clearly
focus upon historical trends in economic education, such as the history of the
teaching of ceonomics in i certain state, Historical studies make up only three
percent of the total.

Finally, about ten percent of the projects have been classitied as miseel-
lancous because they do not seem to fit any of the other categories, Often,
studies were classed as miscellancous simply beeause we were unable to obtain
sutlicient information about them to determine where they belong.

Are any trends in evidenee? In 1968, 42 percent of the listed studies dealt
with cconomics in secondiry schools. while 34 percent were concerned solely
with the college or adult fevel, Now, however, the college-level projeets account
for about 36 pereent of the total, while secondary-level research has dropped
to 37 pereent, During the past two years there has been a decided increase in
ceonontie education research at the college level. In fact, 66 pereent of the
projeets added to the bibliographies in 1970 were at this level, and another 10
percent covered both secondary and college situations.

Several factors help to explain the trend towird more college-level research.
First, many college economists are heginning to be concerned about the effec-
tiveness of the introductory economies course. They fear that it has not been
appealing to students and has had less than the desired impict on their cconomic
understanding.  Sccond, the development of the Test of Understanding in
College Economics (hereafter referred to as the TUCE), developed by the
Joint Council on Economic Education and published by The Psychological
Corporation, has provided the college teacher with a nationally normed instru-
ment that can be used to measure cconomic understanding.  Third, the Joint
Council on Economic Education has made a concerted cffort to encourage
experimentation in the college course: A workshop (for dircetors of Centers
for Economic Education) was held at Carncegic-Mellon University, grants
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have been extended to colleges and universities to finance research, a “ques-
tion bank™ is being prepared, advics and information are provided to those
contemplating reseurch, and The Journal of Economic Education (tirst issued
~in 1969) is now providing a medium for the publication of rescarch findings.
Many projects have developed as a result of the 1969 and 1970 summer re-
scarch workshops at Carnegie-Mcllon University.

* The fact that over 900 research projects have been completed or are in
progress does not mean that the field has been covered adequately. Indeed,
every study has raised as many questions as it has answered, most of the ex-
periments should be replicated, and there is need for more work in each of the
categories described above. The following sections will briefly describe some
of the cfforts that arc being made in this vitally important area,

Research at the Elementary School Level

Donald Davison and John Kilgore of the Towa Center for Economic Fdu-
cation have developed a primary test of ceonomic understanding. The struc-
ture of the test is similur to that of the first-grade instrument created by
Larkins.! Finding that a multiple-choice test consisting of pictures would be
too time-consuming and costly. Davison and Kilgore adopted the “yes-no”
format, in which the child responds with a “yes™ or “no™ to such statements as:
“We can have all the goods and services we want since we hiave so many
resources.” Reversed items were prepared for euch concept or piece of in-
formation to be tested. This is necessary to overcome the problem of the
acquiescence set of young children, a phenomenon in which there is a tendency
on the part of most youngsters to respond with a “yes™ when they are guessing.
The matched-item technique requires that the pupil reply “yes"™ to one state-
ment and “no” to the matched item. In this way, the researcher can be sure
that the child really understands the concept and is not simply making a
lucky guess.

Initially, an experimental test of 138 items was constructed (69 matched
pairs). and administered to a group of second-grade children using primary-
level economics materials. The materials consisted of The Child’'s World of
Choices, published by the University of Towa in 1968; the student activity book
related to The Child's World of Choices; and the accompanying Teacher's
Guide. Item analyses were made, levels of difficulty determined, aad indices
of discrimination computed for cach item. After comments on each item were
solicited from educators and cconomists the number of statements was re-
duced to 39,

Next, a public school system in Iowa using economics materials in the
primary grades was contacted so that a group of pupils could be obtained
for further experimentation, The revised test was administered to about 100
children, further analyses were made, and the test was reduced to 32 matched-
pair items. 1t is called The Primary Test of Economic Understanding (hete-
after referred to as PTEU),

This revised instrument was now used to measure the effectiveness of the

1See A. Guy Larkins, "Assesing Achievement on a First-Grade Economics Course of
Study." (Logan: Utah State University, 1968, Fd.D. dissertation.) For a brief description
of the Larkins study, see Volume Six of Economic Education Experiences of Enterprising
Teachers, pp. 65-68.
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materials and the effectiveness of an in-service program for teachers. The
researchers also wanted to tind out it pupils in targer=area schools (schools
populated by culturally deprived children and entitled to financial aid under
Title 1 of the Elementary and Sceondory Education Act) performed differently
from children in nontarget schools. Finally, they wanted to Know if age, sex,
and reasoning ability weve significant variables.

The experiment would involve 24 teachers and about S00 pupils in the Des
Moines school system. Because of the difliculty in obtaining a truly random
sample in public school situations, the nonequivalent control group design
was employed.? Experimental and control groups were to be used, but the
children could not be randomly assigned to these groups, Intact classrooms,
however, were randomly assigned to the control and experimental groups.
Teachers who had participated in DEEP (the Developmentul Eeonomie Edu-
cation Project) were climinated, and no two experimental clussrooms were
located in the sume building. Al test administration was handled by a prin-
cipal or consultunt, with the regular teacher out of the room. The teachers
participating in the experiment were not given copies of the test, thus making
it impossible for them consciously or unconsciously to “couch” their punils
or stress coneepts contained in the: test. An equal number of target and non-
target classrooms was included in the sample, The chart below describes
the categories used in the experirient.

Control Experimental

C
Continue with repu-
lar social studics
progrium

Cs
Use of The Child’s
World of Choices,
including Teacher’s
Guide and Student
Activity Book

Cs
Use of The Child's
World of Choices
(as Co) plus in-serv-
ice training sessions

Target-Arca

4 teachers and

4 teachers and

4 teachers and

Schools classes classes classes
Nonturget- 4 teachers and 4 taachers and 4 teachers and
Area Schools C1u8SCS classes classes

The pupils in the cight clusscooms in control group Cy would continue with

the regular social studies program. Those in C: and Cs would use The Child's
World of Choices with the related materials (Student Activity Book and
Teacher's Guide). Experimental group Ci would differ from Co in that the
teachers in Cs would uttend weekly in-service training sessions for the five
weeks of the experiment. The Ca teachers, then, received special instruction
in the economic content of the unit.

2For an explanation of this design, see Donald T. Campbell and Juliun C. Stanley,
Experimental and Quasi-Experimental Designs for Research. (Chicago: Rand Me¢Nally,
1963, pp. 47-50.)
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Flanagan's Test of General Ability (hereafter referred to as TOGA),
Form A, K-2, was administered to all pupils to determine their ability levels,
This test does not require reading, arithmetic, or any other form of school
achievement, but yields both an 1Q score and a grade expectancy score, The
TOGA ulso provides part scores for the child's information about the world
around him and for his powers of abstract reasoning. These part scores would
be used to test the hrpothesis that there would be a closer correliation between
the pupil’s scores on the TOGA reasoning test than on the TOGA informa-
tion test.

Tho total number of pupils for whom scores on all tests were obtained
was S04, An F-test for significance of classroom differences was made for
the TOGA and for PTEU, (the PTEU pre-test).* Because significant dif-
ferences in both the TOGA and PTEU; scores existed among cliassrooms, an
analysis of covariance was required. For each classroom, the mean score on
TOGA was used as the covariate, and the mean change score (that is, PTEU,
minus PTEU) was used as the criterion variable. Thus, an analysis was made
of the actual change scores for cach class, and these change scores were ad-
justed to account for initial differences in ability as measured by the TOGA.
. The adjusted change scores can be seen as estimates of the actual amount
of change that would have resulted if the experimental groups had had equal
TOGA scores. The results indicate that both experimental groups (C. and
Ca) uiade significantly greater gains than the control groups. They also re-
vealed, however, that there was no significant difference between Cs and Ca.
In other words, the pupils whose teachers had not received special training
did just as well as those whose teachers had.,

The expectation that performance on the PTEU would be niore closely
related to reasoning ability than to information (as measured by the TOGA)
was not borne out. The correlation between TOGA-information and PTEUa
(post-test in cconomics) was .53, while that between TOGA-reasoning and
PTEU.: was only .45. The correlations between the children’s economics
scores and their age and sex were very low, Thus, at this level, age and sex
had no practical significance in explaining achievement as measured by the
econonics test.

Pupils in target schools scored significantlv lower on both the PTEU pre-
test and post-test. However, when change scores were adjusted to assume
that both experimental groups had equal TOGA scores, the amount of change
between PTEU, and PTEU: was not statistically significant between the tar-
get and nontarget groups.  Pupils in nontarget arcas scored higher on both
the TOGA and the PTEU and achieved higher change scores, but the target-
arei classes using the economics materials did profit from them. In other words.
the materials were effective for children in both the target and nontarget areas.

It was concluded that the economics materials were a major factor in
bringing about the achievement shown by the experimental groups. The fact
that the in-service program appeared to make no difference is difticult to ex-
plain. It could mean that the training program was insufficient in content or
length. Tt could imply that the materials provided all the training necessary
for the primary teacher. Or, perhaps the untrained teachers were so motivated

*See E. F. Lindquist, Desien and Analvsis of Experiments in Psychology and Education.
( Boston: Houghton Mifftin, 1953, pp. 173-174.)




by the project that their interest and real overcame the lack of special prepara-
tion. The pupil’s score on the PTEU pre-test proved to be the best predictor
of his achievement on the post-test (the correlation coefficient was .69),

Davison and Kilgore have shown that primary-level students can learn
some economic concepts, and that growth in pupil understunding can be
measured. Their findings also suggest that the materials provided for pupils
and teachers are important, and that teachers may not need special training
to do an effective job of teaching cconomics at this level. They rightly urge,
however, that their experiment be replizated clsewhere and at different grade
levels. Currently, the Joint Council on Economic Education is attempting to
identify third-grade teachers throughout the nation who will administer the
test to their pupils. With more norming data, the PTEU will probably become
an extremiely valuable instrument for evaluating primary-level cconomics
programs.

Robert W. Pranis, Howard A. Sulkin, William D. Rader and others at the
University of Chicago’s Industrial Relations Center have continued with their
work in econoniic education research at the intermediate school level.t These

~ researchers have been concerned about the problem of teaching economics

to students of various socioecononic levels. They have also sought to ascer-
tain the effect on student learning of teacher fumiliarity with econoniics ma-
terials. It has been found that elementary teachers are reluctant to include
economics in their curriculum because of their own lack of traifing in that
subject, but that many are willing to attempt it if some sort of in-service train-
ing is provided. The Industrial Relations Center offered a one-day training
program in which staff members would go over the materials with the teach-
ers, expliin the rationale of the lessons, lead the participants through a simu-
lation game, and answer any questions they might have.

The Center decided to investigate the cffect of teacher acquaintance with
their elementary economics materials. Teachers who had a year’s experience
with the materials developed by the Center were asked to teach the economics
program for another year.,® A number of teachers who had had experience
with the program were available. Five teachers each were selected at random
from schools in high, middle and low socioeconomic neighborhoods. Two new
groups of teachers were also chosen from six other school systems. One
group would get the materials and a one-day training program, while the
other would get the materials but no training. The participating teachers were
chosen at random, a table of random numbers being used for this purpose.
The participating schools were located in six different states. The table below
indicates the number and types of classes used in the experiment,

+Information in this chapter is based upon Robert W. Pranis. Teaching Economics in
Elementary Schools: Comparing Program Vs, Non-Program Students and the Effect of
Teacher Acquaintance with Instructional Materials. (Chicagot Industrial Relations Center,
The University of Chicago. 1970.) For brief accounts of the previous work of the Center,
see Volume Six of Economic Education Lxperiences of Enterprising Teachers, pp. 68-70,
and Volume Seven, pp. 86-89. Also see Howard A. Sulkin and Robert W. Prunis, “Evaluu-
tion of an Elementary School Social Studies Program.” Educational Leadership { December
1969.)

3The Industriul Relations Center has developed materials for use in grades four, five and
six. Student readings, workrooks. teacher's guides, tests and a simulation gume entitled
Market are included.
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Table 1
The Number and Types of Clc;ses in the Study

Chinses of Total
Classes of  Classes of Non-In-Service Clisses
Socioeconomiv Fxperienced In-Service T'rained Receiving Control
Leovel Teachers  Trained Teachers Teachers Program Classes
High 5 6 6 17 6
Middle 6 S 6 17 S
Low 3 S S 13 S
Total 14 16 17 47 16

The Center's program (Economic Man) requires 40 minutes a day, five days
a week, for 21 weeks. The tests used were those developed for the sixth-
grade level. The items were based upon the concepts and generalizations con-
tained in the program. The pre-test was made up of 62 items, while the post-
test contained 56, The raw score results were converted to percent of num-
ber of items. The Otis-Lennon Test of Mental Ability (Form K) was used to
measure the intelligence of the pupils. This test, along with the economics
pre-test, was administered in January of 1969; the post-tests were administered
in June. Only those children who had taken both pre- and post-tests were
included in the study.

The researchers did not expect to find significant differences in intelligence
within any socioeconomic level, but differences did occur. In the higher level
there were no significant differences. In the middle level, however, pupils
with experienced teachers were 2,95 raw score points below the control class,
which proved to be signiticant beyond the .05 level of confidence. In the lower
socioeconomic group, children with experienced teachers were significantly
higher than the other two experimental groups.

A primary aim of the study was to ascertain whether students in all socio-
economic levels made greater progress in economics than comparable stu-
dents in the contral groups. The control classes did not receive economics

Table 2
Results of Pre- and Post-Testing for Program and Control Groups

Program Students Contro! Students

— Pre-Test Post-Test Pre-Test Post-Test
o 5 N =164 N =152
~ T Mean 38.62 49.31 36.65 37.49
Q2
g%
£3 N =159 N = 156
85 Mean 39.15 48.23 36.66 36.10
2
© 2 N =134 N=132

3 Mean 29.95 34.83 30.22 31.93
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instruction, but some gains were expected because of maturation and improved
reading ability over the course of the school year, The results of the pre- and
post-testing are indicated in Table 2, The program students were those whose
teachers had received no training or experienve with the materials,

Clearly. the pupils receiving economics instruction made substuntially
greater gains. At all socioecononiic levels. the program (or experimental)
groups made gains that were signiticant beyond the 001 level of confidence.,
The low-level control group made a gain of 1.71 points which was significant
beyond the .05 level of confidence, but there is no apparent explanation for
this. The slight gain made by the upper-level control group was not signiticant,
while the middle-level group actually regressed.

The teachers were categorized as: (1) Experienced (those who had taught
the cconomics program the previous year); (2) Trained (those who were
new to the program but had been given the one-day training in addition to
the materials); and (3) Nontrained (those who were new to the program
and who received the materials without the in-service training). Table 3
below compares the gain scores of the classes by teacher category for each of
the threc sociocconomic groups.

Table 3
Comparison of Scores by Teacher Category

Experienced Trained Nontrained
8 Gain 14.41 10.52 10.69
©Q
¥
€3 Gain 7.02 7.54 9.08
g =
&,
3 Gain 9.75 11.93 4.89

The differences between the experienced und inexperienced teachers were
significant beyond the J01 level of confidence in the upper socioeconomic levels.
There was no significant difference between trained and nontrained teachers
at the upper level. Differences between teachers in the middle socioeconomic
classes were not significant. In the lower socioeconomic areas, the difference
between the experienced and nontrained teachers was significant beyond the
.001 level of confidence, but there was no significant difference between the
experienced and the trained teachers. Finally, at this level. there was o signifi-
cant difference (.001 level of confidence) between the trained and non-
trained teachers.

In summary. children who are taught the Chicago program learn signifi-
cantly more cconomics than those who are not. (There was no significant
difference in intelligence scores between experimental and control groups at
any of the socioeconomic levels.) Pupils in low socioeconomic areas profit
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from the program, but do not gain as much as those at the middle and upper
fevels, Indeed, their mean score on the post-test falls short of the mean pre-
test seores of the other two groups. It should be noted, too, that many teach-
ers of the Jow sociocconomic classes reported much greater interest on the
part of their pupils. The classes of experienced teachers in high socioeconomic
areas showed the greatest gains from the program, while those of inexperienced
teachers in low sociocconomic schools had the lowest gain, (The terms
experienced and inexperienced refer to the teachérs’ familiarity with the eco-
nomics program, not to overall teaching experience.)

At the middle socioeconomic level, the program pupils with experienced
teachers were lower than the control pupils in intelligence test scores, but
had higher gain scores on the economics tests. At the lower socioeconomic
level, however, the progrum pupils with experienced teachers had higher in-
telligence test scores than the other two program groups at their level, but they
achieved gain scores falling midway between the other two groups. There-
fore, the pattern of differences in intelligence scores does not appear to relate
to the pattern of differences in guin scores on the economics tests.

This study seems to have established that the Chicago program can be
taught effectively, even by teachers who have had no previous experience
in teaching economics and no specialized training. It is consistent with other
studies showing a relutionship between sociveconomic level and ability to
learn economics, although further work in this area is needed. The results
in regard to intelligence scores are somewhat puzzling, The efforts of Davison
and Kilgore in Iowa and of the Industrial Relations Center group in Chicago
are commendable steps in the right direction, but replication is certainly nceded
in both cases.

Under the direction of C, David Crosier, the Economic Education Enrich-
ment Project of the West Springfield Public Schools in Massachusetts has em-
barked on a three-ycar program involving teacher training, curriculum devel-
opment and the development of a sixth-grade test of economic concepts. Under
this federally funded program, all elementary teachers received a 30-hour
in-service training in which 15 hours were devoted to basic economics and
15 to the development of a framework for the integration of econoinic con-
cepts into the social studies curriculum. The Test of Economic Understand-
ing (published by Science Research Associates) was administered to the
teachers cn a pre- and post-test basis, and significant improvement was noted.

During the first year of the program the training sessions to involve teach-
ers in the process of developing a framework for the integration of economic
concepts did not seem to function effectively; there was a degree of confusion
over the objectives to be achieved. During the first summer, however, the
project team was able to write learning experiences to fit into the conceptual
economics framework with the help of a group of elementary school teachers,
By the end of the summer seven booklets were available, K-6, which were
used by the teachers during the sccond year's in-training program. The avail-
ability of thesc materials made a major contribution to the improvement of
the teacher training program.

As a result of the above-mentioned sessions devoted to curriculum devel-
opment, it had become clear that the role of the classroom teacher in this
area is somewhat restricted. Developing a framework is the role of the con-
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sultant, while the project leaders muke sure that the consultant understands
the teachers” needs. This led to the formation of a curriculum committee
representing all elementary grades. The goal wis to construct a truly inte-
grated social studies curriculum in which concepts from other social science
disciplines will be incorporated as the subjeet matter dictates. In kindergarten
and first grade, for example, economics and sociology are combined in a study
of the family. The program is designed so that teachers will start with things
which are familiar to the pupils, such as the taniily: then, using objectives
stated in the grade level curriculum guides, they select activities and materials
from a variety of sources found in the classroom and schoo! libraries to work
toward the accomplishment of the objective. It is recognized that what works
for one teacher may not work for another. A “continuous feedback process”
has been started in which teachers will participate in on-going curriculum
development.

Finally, the Economic Education Enrichment Project has ¢>veloped a
40-item multiple-choice test for grade six. The test is designed to cover con-
cepts included in the curriculum through the sixth grade. Originally, a “pilot
test” of 30 items was administered to a small group of sixth graders. This
enabled the rescarchers to identify weak questions and to see whether addi-
tionul questions could be included within the thirty-minute time limit. Thus,
the increase to 40 items, reflecting varying levels of difficulty and categorized
as knowledge questions (14), comprehension (17) and application (9).

Three groups of students took the revised and expanded version of the
test. The student population of 2488 was obtained from eight school sys-
tems in three states. The questions were designed to reflect seven categorics
—the household. business, government, exchange, technology, markets and
the nutional economy-—commensurate with the amount of material in each
category included in the economics program. There was considerable vari-
ation in the results. The mean scores ranged from a low of 14.32 in one
school system to a high of 18.29 in another. Item analyses were made and
indices of levels of difficulty and discrimination were computed,

Further analyses will be mude of the data gathered in the West Springfield
experiment, and it is probable that the Joint Council on Economic Education
will disseminate the test and its norming data in the necar future,

Aside from the three projects described above, there appears to be little
recent research at the elementary school level. The Baltimore City Public
School System is preparing an Economic Education Supplement for Elemen-
tary Grades, and an evaluation is contemplated. Baltimore is also field-test-
ing the sixth-grade program of the Industrial Relations Center of the University
of Chicago. but no details are available on these projects at the moment. The
Emerson Public Schools of Emerson, New Jersey, are revising the K-6 social
studies curriculum as part of their DEEP progrum, but no date has been set
for completion of the project.

Research at the Secondary School Level

Phillip Saunders of Indiana University has attempted to ascertain whether
or not high school economics has a lasting impact.® His data were collected at

“See Phillip Saunders, “Does High Schoo! Economics Have a Lasting Impuct?” The
Journal of Economic Education, 2 (Fall 1970), 39.535,
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‘Carnegic-Mellon University over a period of nine semesters, from the fall of
1964 to the spring of 1969, Students in CMU's one-semester introductory
cconomics course made up the population to be studied. This involved 2,137
students. about 24 percent of whom had taken economics in high school. Stu-
dents who hud taken high school economics received hirher course grades in
the college course. This group contained a larger pc . 'age of cngineering
and science majors and reported a higher interest in econ - s after their college
- course. Yet. they also reported spending less time on their c~llege course. All
the preceding findings were statistically significant. On the TEU, students with
a high school cconomics background achicved a higher miean score, statisticaily
significant at the .05 level of confidence.

The new college-level test (TUCE) was given after the course in the fall
terms of 1967-68 and 1968-69, and in the spring of 1969. Again, students with
a high school cconomics background scored significantly higher. An item
analysis yielded some interesting results, however, The TUCE contains three
types of questions. On those items classified as “Recognition and Understand-
ing" und on those in the category of ““Simple Application,” the students who had
had high school economics achieved significantly higher scores. On the *Com-
plex Application™ items, however, the slight diffcrence in favor of the high
school group was not statistically significant,

In summary, high school economics did appear to have a small lasting
impact on the time students spent in their college course, on their interest in
economics, on their college econotnics grades, and on their performance on two
standardized tests, the high school level TEU and the TUCE. Saunders warns,
however, that it may be a mistake to place too much confidence in these con-
clusions. The high school group contained a disproportionately large number
gz slc]ience and engineering majors, students who tend to be the best at Carnegie-

ellon.

Accordingly, multiple regression analyses were made. Using course grades,
time spent on economics. interest in economics, and instructor ratings as de-
pendent variables, and holding other variables constant, high school economics
was significantly associated with only one dependent variable—the amount of
time spent on economics compared with other subjects. Holding other variables
constant, high school economics did not seem to have a significant influence on
coursc grades. Again holding other variables constant, however, high school
economics background did add to the TEU post-test score, a result that supports
carlier studies.™ A previous high school course also appears to add significantly
to the TUCE post-test score. The high school course does have a lasting impact
on the “Recognition and Understanding™ items in the TUCE, but not on the
“Simple Application” or “Complex Application” questions.

Saunders concluded that high school economics, as currently taught, does
increase the kind of understanding measured by the TEU and by the “Recogni-
tion and Understanding” questions on the TUCE. There is a need, however,
to know more about the varying nature of these courses. It does not necessarily
follow that students who have had high school economics can be placed in
advanced college courses, or that they should be allowed to skip the introductory
course. They may start their introductory college course with more understand-

7For a brief summary of earlier, related studies see Volume Six of Economic Education
Experiences of Enterprising Teachers, pp. 72-75.
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ing than those who did not have the same high scheal experience, but Saunders
and others have showa that they make substantial gains during the college course
nevertheless. In other words, they still have a great deal to learn about basic
cconomics, and to place them in advanced courses would (in most cuses)
probably put them at a great disadvantage,

Since the evidence shows that it is in the application areas that the present
high school courses appear to be weak, the student needs more emphasis upon
using and applying the analytical tools and concepts he has already learned. If
separate sections are to be created in the introductory course for students who
have had high school economics, those sections might better be based upon a
pre-test performance and not simply on the fact that the individual took the
subject in high school. If the pre-test reveals that a student has mastered many
of the principles stressed in the traditional introductory course, then that student
might be placed in a separate section in which he has the opportunity to apply
those principles to the economic problems currently plaguing society.

Keith Luinsden, Director of the Economics Education Project in Great
Britain. included an anslysis of the lasting impact of secondary school economics
in a study of economic education in the United Kingdom.* Using a test very
similar to the TUCE, Lumsden tested 4,700 university students taking first year
economics in 34 universities during the academic year 1969-70, Called the
Test of Economics Comprehension (TEC), this 50-minute objective test con-
tains 20 microcconomics and 15 macroeconomics items, A high score implies
that the student should be able to approach a real-lifc problem, identify the
economic issues involved, and select the most likely outcome or the most
appropriate policy.

Lumsden’s data were subjected to multiple regression analyses, the regres-
sion statistics showing how each variable affected the TEC score—other things
remaining unchanged. It was found that students who had taken the so-called
*A-level” economics in secondary school did substantially better on the TEC.
The higher the grade achieved by the student in his “A-level” economics, the
better he performed on the college-level TEC. The number of years that had
elapsed since taking the “A-level” cxamination did not have a significant impact,
implying that there was no loss over time of the knowledge gained in studying
“A-level” economics. The student's opinion of his secondary economics course
was notsignificant. That is, students who thought the course had been good did
not do better on the TEC than those who had a less favorable view. Strangely,
however, students who gave a poor rating to their economics teachers per-
formed significantly better on the TEC. Other school subjects also had an effect
on economic understanding. Those who had taken mathematics, economic
history, and general studies (all at the “A-level”) did significantly better. Hav-
ing had an “O-level” (a lower level) economics course did not add significantly
to the TEC score. nor did “A-level” history. “A-level™ geography actually had
a significant negative effect.

The value of secondary economics had been a subject of dispute in Britain,
some leading university economists charging that it actually did more harm than
good. Lumsden concluded that his study has removed all doubts—not only

s*Economics Education Project—Report on Preliminary University Study,” Economics:
The Journal of the Economics Association { Autumn 1970).
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does “*A-level” economics give students a grasp of analytical principles, but
even some of the related subjeets give the university student an advantage over
thase who have not had similar courses, Lumsden suggests that, with good
background information on the students, the universities can design a course
which would avoid repetition of concepts learned in secondary school and build
upon the knowledge that students bring with them,

A. Dennis Gentry has tested 1,162 noncollege-bound high school seniors in
Indiana to determine their understandings in four major cconomic areas:
(1) What does the economy produce and why? (2) Economic growth and
stability. (3) The distribution of income. (4) Compurison of cconomic sys-
tems. Gentry used the TEU with his sampic population, which was drawn
from 27 high schools representing three different sizes and different geographical
areas of the state. Students who had tuken a formal economics course per-
formed significantly better (at the .01 level of confidence) than those who had
not. He found no statistically significant relationship between sex and level of
cconomic understanding. Students who had completed a formal economics
course in large schools had a better understanding of what the economy pro-
duces and why, cconomic growth and stability, and comparative economic
systems. Apparently, the economics courses in large schools were more com-
prehensive than those in the medium-sized or small schools. On the other hand,
the small schools did a better job of teaching economic concepts in work-

" experience programs. Medium-sized schools did not do as well as the small

schools, but did better than the large ones in the work-cxperience programs.?

Noting that other rescarchers had found sex to be a significant variable,
Gentry thought that the fact that his study was confined to terminal students
might explain his finding that it was not significant. Joel H. Paul feels that the
superior performance by males can be explained by the probability that as boys
grow older they develop a greater interest in economics,'® It will be remem-
bered that sex was not significant at the elementary level either. The greater
effectiveness of work-cxperience programs in small schools was explained by
the fact that they scem to receive greater emphasis than they do in larger
schools. In other courses (such as bookkeeping and other busincss-rel:.ted
subjects), Gentry asserts that only one teacher in 27 considered economic
issues to be of sufficient importince to warrant discussion in their classes.
Gentry also saw a need for greater use of current events in teaching high school
economics.

The question of having separate courses for terminal students was discussed
briefly by Gentry. He urges that economics be required of all high school
students, but suggests that further research is needed to see if terminal students
should have a diffcrent type of course (such as one stressing consumer eco-
nomics instead of abstract analytical principles). In 1965 and 1966 the New
York University Center for Economic Education conducted two surveys of
“authoritative opinion” on this issuc.!' High school teachers strongly favored

"A. Dennis Gentry, “Economic Understunding of Non-College-Bound Seniors in Public
High Schools in Indiana.” (Denver, Colorado: University of Denver, 1969, Ed.D. disserta-
tion.)

1"Joel Harris Paul, “An Analysis of Fconomic Understanding in Selected Georgia High
Schools.” (Athens: University of Georgia, 1964, Ed.D. dissertation.)

1 Single copies of these studies are on file in the Joint Council of Economic Education
office. A brief summary can be found in The Balunce Sheet (Januury 1967).
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a comsumer-oriented course for terminal students, while college economists
involved in the economic education movement insistes upon an analytical
principles course for everyone, A similur study was made by Albert Alexander
of the New York City Council on Economic Education in 1970, Each high
school in New York City was asked to comment on a “working paper™ entitled
“Teacher’s Guide and Calendar of Lessons—Economies I ( Non-Acadeniic)™
developed by Edward C. Prehn. Within an analytical framework, Prehn’s
proposed course stressed a more personitlized, descriptive and institutional
approach, while the official course emphasized theoretical economics. Eighty-
two percent of the respondents favored the modified course specitically tailored
to meet the needs of the general (noncollege-bound ) student, Many studies have
shown that academic ability is highly significant in learning economics. Wkat
is sorely nceded, however, is a study of just how much (and what type of)
economics the less academically talented student can learn,

Gentry, who is now at Indiina Stute University in Terre Haute, plans to
¢xpand on his earlier work by including «ll Indiana public and parochial schools
in a study entitled “An Inquiry of Practices Related to Teaching Economics in
Public and Parochial Schools in Indiana,”

The Winneconne School System in Wisconsin is continuing with its Indus-
triology project, which was briefly described in Volume Seven of this book
(pages 94-95). In 1968 Form A of the TEU was administered as a pre-test
and Form B as a post-test to all boys cligible for the Industriology course. The
mean scaled score for students who took the course increased by 5.1, while the
increase for those who did not take the course was only 2.8, In 1969, Form B
was used as the pre-test und Form A as the post-test. Students in the program
gained about 4.5 scaled score points, while those not taking the course made no
gains at all. These findings strongly suggest that economics can be taught in
the industrial arts curriculum, but the process of developing the program and
making further evaluations will continuc for the next two years,!

David J. Schwartz of Georgia State University in Atlanta has developed a
50-item Economic Intelligence Quotient Validation Test, which emphasizes
facts and concepts that should be cf interest and practical value to the average
consumer.!# It has been administered to over 21,000 high school students in
Georgia and Kansas. Too often, the results show an appalling ignorance of
simple economic facts and concepts which shou'd be known to any intelligent
consumer. For example, 4,547 students took the test in 215 Georgia schools
in 1969 and achieved a mean score of 26. One school achieved a mean score
of only 11.32, while the highest for any school was 38.68. The test was failed
by 82.7 percent of the students (that is, they missed 16 or more questions).
Ninety percent were unable to determine the least costly repayment schedule for
a short-term loan: 92 percent missed a simple question on Social Security; two-
thirds were unable to solve simple problems involving carrying charges; over
half did not know that the U.S. economy is based upon private enterprise; and

12T, G. Emerson. 4 Program Culled Industriology. (Winneconne, Wisconsin: Winne-
conne Community Schools, 1970.)

11 David J. Schwartz, Economic Intelligence Quotient Validution Test. (Atlanta: Georgia
State University Chair of Consumer Finance, 1969.)
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less than half were able to determine the best buy on cercal, although nothing
more than simple division was required in the computations.'!

Norman Townshend-Zellner and Edwin Carr of California State College at
Fullerton have recently completed a study of high school economics textbooks. '
In 1959-1960, the American Economic Association’s Committee on Economic
Education studied high school texts and concluded that none measured up to
the criteria established by the National Task Force on Economic Education.!¢
Townshend-Zellner and Carr found “substantial improvement” among the

current texts when considered as a group, but six were evaluated as inadequate

in most of the criteria. These six had their roots back beyond 1959-1960, or in
the carly 1960’s. Although most of them cited the Task Force Report as their
standard and guide, they were considered very clearly to be deficient, Six of
the more recent texts were found to be adequate in terms of meeting most, if not
all, of the AEA’s criteria.

These rescarchers give the economic education movement much of the
credit for the textbook improvements, because the movement has succeeded in
developing an appreciation for economic understanding among educators,
promoted in-service training for teachers, and demonstrated that economic
concepts can be taught to youngsters. They fear, however, that the quality of the
acceptable textbooks now “runs strongly ahead of the typical teacher’s prepara-
tion in economics.” They urge that more resources be allocated toward up-
grading the high school teachers, that improvements be made in the materials,
texts and methods used in teaching economics in the earlier grades, that ma-
terials for the slow learner be prepared (for the acceptable texts seem to be
aimed at the superior student), and that more experimentation be encouraged
in the high schools.

Walter E. Rutledge is planning a doctoral study entitied “An Analysis of
Economic Understandings of Selected High School Seniors in the Atlanta Public
Schools.” This will be written at Georgia State University, and will attempt to
determine how Atlanta students compare with a nation-wide sample; the effec-
tiveness of twelfth-grade economics courses in Atlanta; the significance of
parental occupations on the high school senior’s understanding of economics;
and the significance of the student’s race. Joseph J. Connery of Steinmetz High
School in Chicago is making a survey of the existing curriculum in the Chicago
public schools in home economics, business education, mathematics and social
studics to determine what economic concepts are being included. Charles
Farrand of West Senior High School in Madison, Wisconsin, is experimenting
with a computer game “The Market.”

Although some commendable work is being done at the secondary school
level, it is painfully apparent that a great deal more is needed. Over 60 percent
of all rescarch at this level is made up of fact-finding surveys, historical studies

11"Continuing Study Shows H. S. Seniors Flunk Simple Fconomics Test.,” Consumer
Finance News (November 1970), p. 18. (Reprinted from Banking: The Journal of the
American Bankers Association, August 1970.)

1:See A New Look at the High School Economics Texts,” The Journal of Economic
Education, 2 (Fall 1970), 63-68,

1+Economics in the Schools: A Report hy i Special Texthook Study Committee of the

Committee on Fconomic Fducation of the American FEconomic Association,” American
Economic Review, Supplement (March 1963).
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and miscellancous. Experimental work with various teaching methods and

- materials is all too rare (making up oaly about eight percent of all research at
this level). It is essential that some etfort be made to find out what methods
and materials work best in secondary schools, how much and what type of
economics can be taught to slow learners, how much can be taught in related
courses (such as history. government and geography), and what can be achieved
in the junior high school,

Research at the Junior College Level

The number of two-year colleges in the United States is increasing at an
extremely rapid pace. In 1961 there were 678 junior colleges enrolling 748,619
students; by 1970 there were 1,038 with a tota! (full-time and part-time) en-
rollment of 2,186,272. By 1975, it is expected that there will be 1,225 junior
colleges with an enrollment of 3,873,000, and that half of all college-bound
students will be entering the two-year institutions. Enrollment should rise to
4,430,000 in 1980. Although junior colleges are clearly playing an increasingly
important role in higher education, only 27 of the over 900 studies in economic
education have dealt with these schools.

In 1969 the NYU Center for Economic Education made a nation-wide
survey of economics in two-year colleges. It was found that 38 percent of the
economics instructors in the sample population (703 instructors in 293 col-
leges) did not even have a bachelor’s degree in economics, and that only 43
percent were teaching economics on a full-time basis. Only three percent held
doctorates in economics.!?

With the assistance of the New York City Council on Economic Education,
the NYU Center began an evaluation study of the teaching of economics in
junior colleges in the New York metropolitan region during the 1969-70 aca-
demic year. Only one of the seven public junior colleges in New York City and
one of the public colleges on Long Island agreed to participate in the study,
although anonymity was promised.

At the beginning of their one-semester course in introductory economics,
377 students took the TEU (Form A) and completed a one-page background
questionnaire. Each of the four instructors involved in the study filled out a
questionnaire on his economics and teaching background. At the end of the
course, the test was administered again (Form A was also used as the post-test)
and the instructors completed another questionnaire indicating what textbooks
they had used, what assignments they had required, and what the major content
emphasis of the course had been. In both colleges there was a student loss of
34 percent. That is, 34 percent of the students who had taken the pre-test did
not take the post-test. In some cases this was because students had dropped
out; in other cases the students were absent when the post-test was administered,
Thus, a total of 248 students took both the pre-test and the post-test. The New
York City college accounted for 79 of these; the Long Island college for 169.

The mean score achieved on the pre-test by students who did not take the
post-test was almost identical with those who took both tests—25.050 and
25.032 respectively. Nevertheless, only the scores of those who took both tests

17George G. Dawson, Economics in Two-Year Colleges. (Bethesda, Marylund: ERIC
Document Reproduction Service. 1969.) Some of the results can be found in The Journal
of Economic Education, 2 (Fall 1970), 14-38.
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were included in the final analyses. These 248 students achieved a mean score
of 25.032 on the pre-test and 28.359 on the post-test—an average gain of
3.327 raw score points. ( About 22 percent of the students scored 'ower on the
post-test than on the pre-test, and another seven pereent achived the same score
both times. It would appear that about 29 percent, then, failed to profit from
their course, if we assume that the TEU is a proper instrument in this case. It
should be noted, however, that student unrest was beginning on campuses about
the time the post-test was administered. Many students might have felt that the
test would not affect their course grades; others, perhaps, did not care.)

As compared with a number of other groups, the junior college students
revealed a low level of achicvement in economic understanding. When the
NYU Center administered the TEU to 1,252 students in seven colleges in New
York State, the lowest mean score achieved by any of the colleges was 29.84.
This is the mean raw score achieved by 536 students at a four-yearcollege before
taking an introductory economics course. Thus, the junior college students in
this sample, after they had completed a one-semester introductory economics
course, achieved a mean score below that of four-year college students who
had not yet had a college course. In fact, their post-test mean score was below

~ that of 1,834 high school seniors who had taken a high school economics course,
Of course, the junior colleges often accept students of low academic ability, a
fact that undoubtedly helps to explain their poor showing. Some students did
achieve high scores, and did make very substantial gains, If the brighter junior
college students are placed in separate classes or sections, they will probably
doas well as students in the four-year colleges.!®

Several variables were taken into account in an attempt to explain the
results. One was high school economics. A formal economics course had been
taken in high school by 112 of the students, or 45.2 percent of the total. On
the pre-test these students achieved a mean score of 25.241, while the other
students recorded a mean cf 24.934. On the post-test, however, those who had
not had high school economics actually achieved a higher mean score than
those who had. The former achieved a mean of 28.676 on the post-test; the
latter, 28.062. These differences are not statistically significant. Most studies
have shown high school economics to be a significant variable. The fact that
it made no difference in this case is probably a reflection on the academic
ability of the students rather than on the high school courses.

The college attended was not significant. Less than a point separated the
mean scores on both the pre-test and the post-test. The average gain made by
students in the New York City college was 3.481 as compared with 3.196 for
the Long Island group, but this was not statistically significant.

It was thought that the student’s major field might be of some importance.
About half were majoring in Business Administration or closely related subjects;
the rest were scattered over many subject arcas. The business students were
expected to do better, for it was assumed that economics would have more
meaning and relevance for them than for most of the other students. This proved
not to be the case. On both the pre-test and post-test the business students
achieved lower mean scores, and the;, also failed to make as much of a gain as

13Studies made by Professor Fred Thompson of Riverside City College in Riverside,
California, seem to support this. For example. see Fred A, Thompson, W. A. Walthal and
T, B. Merson. Economics Education in California Junior Colleges: An Exploratory Study.
(Washington, D.C.; Office of Education, 1967.)
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the others. The business students gained only three raw score points, while the
other students made a mean gain of 3,382, Mone of these differences were
significant. (I a reeent doctoral study of o university business education pro-
gram, it was found that many of the business students dislike ¢conomics “a
great deal.” )M

Sex has often been found significant in other studies. College-level research
has usually shown that females do not learn economies as well as males, This
wits not true in the junior college study. Girls achieved a slightly lower score on
both the pre-test and post-test, but they did make a greater gain—3.727 raw
score points as compared with 3.178 for the boys. These ditferences were not
significant, however, (A much larger percentage of males were in their first
semester of college, and this proved to be a significant factor.)

The instructors’ formal preparation in economics and teaching experience
were also considered, The instructor with the fewest eredits in economics and
the least amount of college teaching experience seemed to get the poorest
results, His students achieved the smallest gain, The percentage of his students
who regressed was higher than that of any other instructor. Nevertheless, the
differences between teachers were not statistically significant,

Two different texthooks were used by these students. The group using
Samuelson achieved a mean gain of 3.538, while those using McConnell gained
3.260. The difference is not significant,

Three variables proved to be significant—academic ability (as measured
by grade point average), performance on the pre-test, and eitent of college
experience. Cumulative grade point averages were used as measures of aca-
demic ability because no other scores (such as ACT or SAT scores) could be
obtained. Scores on the pre-test were related to cumulative grade point average
well beyond the .01 level of confidence. Grade point average was even more
significant in explaining the post-test performance, and the higher the grade
point average the greater the gain made. This, of course, is not surprising, As
many other studies have shown, students of higher academic ability do better
on econoniics tests. Pre-test performance was also significant well beyond the
01 level. “Extent of college experience” refers to whether or not the student
was in his first semester of college. The student’s chronological age was
probably not important. In fact, the mean age was 19, and only 17 percent
deviated from the mean by more than one year, But, regardless of chrono-
logical age, the student who had survived one or more semesters had a distinct
advantage over the incoming freshman.

An item analysis was made to acertain which questions were missed most
often, Improvement was shown in 39 of the SO items (78 percent of the
questions); that is, fewer missed those items on the post-test thun on the pre-
test. There was no change in one item, and the group actually regressed on 10
items (20 percent). It should be pointed out, however, that a onc-semester
course does not cover all of the subjects found in the TEU, On the pre-test the
majority of students missed 24 of the items, while on the post-test the majority
missed only 16. Table | shows the items missed by the majority on the post-
test, and compares the pre-test and post-test performance on cach,

1 Alfred 1.. Kaisershot, “An Appraisal of the Undergraduate Business Teacher Education
Program at the University of Nebraska: A Follow-Up of the Graduates, 1959-1969."
(Lincoln: University of Nebraska, {970, Ed.D. dissertation,)
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Table 1
items Missed by the Majority on the Post-Test

item 7 Wwrong on Wrong on

(topic) pre-test post-test
a;vcrnmem and freedom of choice in

private enterprise. (7) 167 174
Effect on monopolies. (13) 191 167*
Share of market controlled by 100

largest firms, (16) 210 189+*
Balance of payments deficit (definition). (22) 197 201
Effect of tariffs. (23) 154 , 162
Business fluctuations and changes in R

investment spending. (29) 199 179+
Origin of commercial bank deposits. (34) 158 167
Effectivencss of monetary policy. (35) 185 190
Relationship between wages and worker

productivity. (41) 175 173*
Government's agricultural program. (43) 188 191
Explanation of the farm problem. (44) 188 170*
Characteristics common to both communism

and private enterprise. (46) 175 160*
Comparison of communism with democratic

socialism. (47) 138 133*
Interpretation of charts showing GNP,

CPI and unemployment. ('S) 192 170*
Meaning of consumer price index. (49) 134 131*
Analysis of charts showing GNP, CPI and

unemployment. (50) 185 186

Note* Nursber in parentheses indicates number of item on Form A of TEU. Items
starred (*) are those in which some improvement occurred.

The study of the New York junior colleges, which was conducted by the
editor of this book and Dr. Irving Bernstein of New York University, involved
only a minute sample of junior college students, The sample population might
not be representative of all two-year colleges in the United States. Obviously,
then, similar studies should be made throughout the nation.

Thompson’s studies in California lend some support to the New York find-
ings.*® Students at one junior college in Riverside City achicved mean pre-test
scores not significantly higher than those obtained in the New York colleges.
Other groups in the same college have achieved pre-test scores as high as 31.1
on the TEU. The high-scoring classes were probably not typical, however, for

2 [nformation obtained from several unpublished papers by Fred A. Thompson evalu-
ating economics courses in Riverside City College, Riverside, California.
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Thompson points out that “in the same classroom one finds students who have
8th grade aptitudes, and students who could qualify for admission to some of the
best four-vear universities.™ ! It is interesting to note that sex was not a signi-
ficant variable in the California studies cither. The mean score for minority
group students was 27.1, as compared with 34.8 for white students. This does
not imply that members of minority groups have less innate ability, but prob-
ably reflects disadvantages associated with their socioeconomic status. In any
event, Thompson concluded that the minority group student seemed to present
a "distinct educational problem.” Indeed, he felt that the vast majority of coni-
munity college students represent a serious challenge,

In New York there are tentative plans for a replication of the study using
different colleges, Other variables will probably be included, such as the stu-
dent's socioeconomic status and whether he is a terminal student or planning to
enter a four-year school. About 12 percent of the junior colleges in the country
have a separate economics course for the terminal student, and studies should be
made to determine the content and effectiveness of these special courses, In
New Jersey and California there are plans to develop a new junior college eco-
nomics course which will relate economic analysis to current social problems.
Undoubtedly, some sort of rescarch and evaluation will be made.

Research in the Senior Colleges and Universities

Because of the large number of studies recently completed or in progress at
this level, only a small sample will be described in this section. Consideration
will be given first to several of the studies that were reported as being planned
orin progress in the 1970 edition of this book.

Peter Sloane of Clark University in Worcester, Massachusetts, tested the
significance of student characteristics, instructional methods and student atti-
tudes in a small teacher training institution. A hybrid version of the TUCE was
used as the pre-test and post-test for 339 students in a required, one-semester
course in Principles of Economics. The lllinois Course Evaluation Question-
naire was used to measure attitudes. Based upon a core approach, the course
covered two analytical models ( perfect competition and income determination)
and two applications ( market structure and government control, and stabiliza-
tion policy). Instead of a standard text, the students used an outline equivalent
to a set of lecture notes with appropriate diagrams. Three instructors of varying
experience were involved. The experiment also included a test of a noncom-
puterized version of TIPS, the Teacher Information Processing System de-
veloped by Allen Kelley of the University of Wisconsin. *

Sloane’'s findings confirmed other studies with respect to the significunce of
sex, academic ability (as measured by the college entrance examination score),
and pre-test score for the group as a whole. The verbal SAT score was highly
significant, but the quantitative score was not. The student’s present perform-
ance as measured by cumulative grade point average was significant, as was his
interest in cconomics. There was « negative relationship, however, between the

A Fred A. Thompson, “Problems and Prospects of Economic Education in Community
Junior Colleges.” Fhe Journal of Economic Education, 2 (Fall 1970, 31-38,

See Volume Seven of Economic Educction Experiences of Enterprising Teachers,
pp. 97-98, and Allen C. Kelley. "An Experiment with TIPS,” Fhe American Ecenomic
Review, 59 (May 1968), 446-457.
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importance that students attached to cconomics at the beginning of the course
and their post-test scores. The TIPS part of the experiment did not yield signi-
ficant results in the overall regression, probably because of contamination. That
is, students involved in the TIPS sections could not be isolated, and they prob-
ably gave information, advice and assignments to fricnds who were not in those
sections, Contrary to other studics, the instructor coefficients were highly sig-
nificant. The instructer with the greatest experience appeared to have been
most effective, as indicated by the post-test scores.

High-scoring students (the top 27 percent on the pre-test) were analyzed
separately, us were low-scoring students( the bottom 27 percent). For the high
- scorers, verbal SAT score, cumulative grade point average, and pre-test per-
formance remained significant, but class replaced sex as a significant variable.
That is, seniors did better than juniors, and the factors of student interest in
cconomics, importance attributed to the subject, and instructor were no longer
significant. For the low-scoring group, cumulative grade point average was the
only variable that remained consistently significant. Class again replaced sex
with upperclassmen doing better than lower. Thus, for both groups class and
cumulative average were significantly related to post-test scores. and length of
time in college replaced sex as a significant variable.

High school economics and instructor proved significant for the low-scoring
group but not significant for the high-scoring group. Although high school eco-
nomics did not appear to help the high-scoring students nor inexperienced in-
struction to hurt them, the results suggest that high school economics may have
helped to offset weakness in instruction and thus provided an *‘underpinning”
for the student.

Turning to student attitudes, it is interesting to note that the more difficulty
the student expected to have with economics the higher he tended to evaluate the
instructor. When variables for student interest and attitudes toward method
of instruction, course content, the course in general and the instructor were
inserted in the overall equation, significant results were obtained. In this latter
regression the instructor variables were removed to avoid any multicollinearity.
Contrary to other studies the data indicate that student attitudes are important
in explaining student performance as measured by post-test scores. The weight
of the evidence indicates that the instructor and the attitudes of the student are
important in explaining performance.

When separate regressions were run for two experienced instructors, one
who lectured and one who conducted a discussion section, student attitudes did
not affect performance for the former but did appear significant for the latter.
The lecture results support the conventional wisdom that student attitude does
not change cognitive outcomes. Maybe this result is because the learning pro-
cess is one of telling, recording and regurgitating. It is comfortable and lacks
real challenge, Discussion and interaction, on the other hand, is not necessarily
comfortable. If the student can be involved, however, the indication is that
cognitive outcomes may be improved. Sloane concludes that a great deal more
experimentation is needed with respect to instructional strategies and their im-
pact on attitudes and learning outcomes. Maybe lcctures, TV, programmed
learning or leaving the student to his or her own devices is not the best way to
teach cconomics. Maybe interaction and student involvement is,

Frank W. Gery of St. Olaf College in Northfield, Minnesota, addressed him-




self specitically to the Moyer-Paden findings™ in regard to mathematics when
he tested 1SS students at St. Olaf College. Gery thought that verbal aptitude
might be more important than mathematical aptitude in predicting success on
the TEU or the TUCE, and that courses other than mathematics might be sig-
niticant. The substitution of more mathematics courses for an equal number of
humanities and social science courses might reduce the student’s potential for
economic understandings. Muathematics could still be signiticant, but be less
so than other variables. (‘The Moyer-Paden equation suggested that economic
understanding is inversely related to the number of mathematics courses taken. )

Gery urgues that the negative sign for mathematics obtained by Moyer and
Paden can be explained by the probability that the number of math courses
taken is apt to be a subject of class stunding, znd that it could be the effect of
taking more math courses in place of other courses that might have a greater
impact on TEU scores. He concluded that mathematics might be a poor
substitute for certain other courses. not that more math per se causes a decrease
in cconomic understanding.*' 1n reply to Gery, Moyer and Paden agreed that
by including nonmathematics courses in the equation the mathematics variable
would become positive. When they added American College Test (ACT) com-
posite scores, however, the coefficient for mathematics again became negative,
ACT subscores in English. social science, mathematics and natural science were
also examined by Moyer and Paden, and it was found that each is individually
reliated to TEU scores. The major issue involved in these studies is: “What sct
of skills and abilities is most important in helping students understand economic
principles?” Moyer and Paden conclude that skills and ability in the natural
sciences (which presuppose some facility in mathematics) are of greatest
significance in explaining student achicvement in an economics principles
course, that the social sciences are next in importance, and that ability in English
and mathematics (independent of such skills implicit in the natural and social
sciences) is of minimal importance.® It is doubtful that we have heard the
last word on this subject, however.

Dennis Weidenaar of Purdue University in Lafayette, Indiana. has attempt-
ed to measure the effectiveness of various media and motivational devices in the
introductory cconomnics course. Over 300 students were involved in a controlled
experiment using progrummed instructional materials in recitation sections,
Two of the three weekly meetings of the course consisted of large lecture
sessions; the third consisted of weekly recitation sections of about 30 students
cach. The recitation sections were divided into two groups:

Group R: Seven sections in which concepts discussed in the lecture sections
were clarified and applied, and student questions pertaining to workbook assign-
ments were answered.

Group P: Seven sections in which programmed materizls were used exclu-
sively. The purpose of the experiment was to measure the effectiveness of
programmed materials in place of graduate teaching assistants. Part |

=M, E. Moyer and ). W. Paden. “On the Efficiency of the High School Economics
Course.” The American Economic Review, S8 (September 1968), 870-877,

“HFrunk W. Gery, "Mathematics and the Understinding of Economic Concepts,” The
Journal of Economic Education, 2 (Fall 1970), 100.104,

25 M. Fugene Moyer and Donald W. Paden, “Economics Achievement and Mathematics
Training,” 1hid., 104-106,
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(Form B) of the TUCE was administered, along with three other multiple-
choice examinations. Table 1 shows the pre-test and post-test results on the
TUCE for the groups.

Table 1
Pre-Test and Post-test Scores on TUCE
Grux_m n - l’rc:(“:x‘ursc-Tcst Mcam—m M;’Ost-Cours&Test Mear;
R is4 777 Twkoeo T T 2043
P 152 12.53 20.01

——— .- — [P o

None of the differences indicated in Table 1 is significant at the .05 level of
confidence.

On the basis of their pre-test TUCE scores, the students were ¢ assified as
belonging to high-, medium-, and low-scoring groups. All three groups achieved
lower scores when exposed to programmed instructional materials rather than
graduate student teaching assistants. However, evidence indicates that the
negative regression coeflicient between the low group and the post-course TUCE
score was smaller than that for the medium and high groups.

Weekly attendance records were kept in all recitation sections. Groups with
the least absences generally scored higher than those with moderate or hivh
absence records. Attendance proved to be a statistically significant factor in
student performance, although it is possible that this is a reflection of motivation
rather than attendance per se.

Finally, student attitudes toward the course and the programmed materials
were solicited. Student interest in economics shifted from “average™ at the
beginning of the course to “above average™ at the end to a sizeable degree. Atti-
tudes toward the importance of understanding economics remained the same,
but—strangely—the percentage of those strongly agrecing that economics
should be required rose from 12 to 25 percent. Programmed materials did not
prove to be interesting to the students. In summary, the TUCE revealed no
significant differences in mean scores achieved by the two treatment groups, but
attendance was significantly associated with good test performunce.

William Luker of North Texas State University in Denton has tested the
wllowing hypotheses:

1. There is no relationship between knowledge of cconomics and dogma-
tism as measured by the Rokeach Dogmatism Scale.*

2. There is no relationship between knowledge of economics and opiniona-
tion as measured by the Rokeach Opinionation Scale. **

3. There is a positive relationship between economic knowledge and
conservatism . ***

All students enrolled in the macroeconomics and microcconomics coursc during

*The Dogmatism Scale shows the extent to which an individual is open or closed. An
open person is one who can take facts. integrate them. und change behavior accordingly.

**The Opinionation Scile measures the extent to which an individual rejects people
who think differently.

#**The conscrvatism scale, which is derived from the Opinionation Scale, measures
one's commitment to existing institutional relationships
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the spring 1970 semester were tested with the TUCE. A multiple regression
analysis was used, und all thiee of the hypotheses were accepted. The finding
that there is indeed a significant (at the .05 level) positive relationship between
conservatism and economic knowledge is most interesting. The 306 students
were tested before they had taken their cconomics course, however. Luker
also plans to fiud out if there is a relationship between economic knowledge
and a change in dogmatism, a change in opinionation, and an increase in con-
servatism. One might also wonder if the same results would be obtained with
a group of students from a different section of the country. Luker’s study is a
fascinating piece of research and should be widely replicated.

Darrell Lewis and Tor Dahl of the University of Minnesota in Minncapolis
have recently completed some research on the TUCE itself. Nearly 800 stu-
dents in the introductory macroeconomics course were subjected to the TUCE
(Part 1, Forms A and B) and to the Watson-Glaser Critical Thinking Appraisal,
on a pre- and post-test basis. This study confirmed the validity of TUCE as a
test of economic understanding. In fact, it was found that TUCE discriminates
more effectively for the student of higher academic ability, that there is no
“ceiling effect,” and that high scorers on the pre-test were apt to be high scorers
on the post-test as well. There was a satisfactory correlation between the
students’ scores on the TUCE post-test and their final course grades.

The TUCE can be divided into three subparts—Recognition and Under-
standing questions (RA), Simple Application questions (SA)., and Complex
Application items (CA), Lewis and Dahl found that these classifications are
valid in that the three subparts can be differentiated when referenced to such
critical thinking skills as measured by the Watson-Glaser Critical Thinking
Appraisal (CTA). As expected, the Recognition and Understanding questions
were found to represent the less general conceptual skills as measured by CTA.
Simple Application items were found to have a stronger influence on the CTA
than Complex Application, however. This is an important conclusion, for some
rescarchers using the TUCE have imputed a higher educational value to the CA
- questions and have assumed that they measure a higher order of reasoning
ability. Lewis and Dahl do not deny that CA items may have higher educational
value, but assert that those using the TUCE will have to rationalize this higher
value on the basis of criteria other than critical thinking skills and reasoning
abilitics measured by CTA.

Student performance on the inference, deduction and interpretation aspects
of the CT A was significantly associated with post-test performance on the TUCE
at the .05 level of confidence. Student performance on the TUCE is consider-
ably less associated with ability to discriminate on the basis of recognizing
assumptions or evaluating arguments, as measured by the Watson-Glaser
instrument. The recognition of assumptions did associate significantly with the
Simple Application items on the TUCE, however. At a 10 percent level of sig-
nificance, all five parts of the CTA (inference, deduction, interpretation, recog-
nizing assumptions, and evaluating arguments) were associated with the Simple
Application portion of TUCE. The correlation coefficients for each of the CTA
parts were lowest for Complex Application items on the TUCE. Thus, the
TUCE Simple Application questions are more closely associated with abilities
measured by the CTA than ecither the Complex Application or Recognition/
Understanding items. Student performance on Recognition and Understanding
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questions was significantly associated with both inference and deduction ability
as measured by CTA, und the RA portion of TUCE had a higher correlition
coetlicient than Complex Application with all five parts of the CTA. This was
seen as confirmation of the TUCE Committee’s rationale for including RA
questions in the test. In other words, RA questions do test understanding and
comprehension, and not just simple recall.

In summary, the Minnesota experiment suggests that Simple Application
questions on the TUCE have the most significant association with critical
thinking ability as measured by the CTA, and that even the Recognition - Under-
standing items have a higher association with critical thinking than the Complex
Application questions. It was concluded, then, that the CA types should be
changed, rationalized on some other busis, cr subjected to further testing, Very
probubly, the publication of this study will result in the latter.

Phillip Saunders of Indiana University (formerly of Carncgie-Mcllon Uni-
versity) has attempted to find out if the students of instructors who receive high
ratings (from students) lcarn more economics than those of instructors who
have been rated low. His study was limited to the required one-scmester
economics course at Carnegie-Mellon University over a period from fall 1964-
65 to spring 1969, Anonymous student cvaluation questionnaires were col-
lected at the end of the course, along with information on the student’s sex,
division, cumulutive grade point average, high school economics background,
time devoted to the study of economics, and present interest in the subject.

The TEU was used on a pre-test, post-test basis between 1964 and 1966,
Afterwards, the TUCE, Part 1, was used. (TUCE was not available earlier.)
Instructors who received a mean rating of over 4.00 on the five-point rating
scale were considered to have been rated “high.” During the three terms in
which the TEU was administered, seven of the 26 instructors received high
ratings. These instructors taught 24,74 percent of the 776 students covered
during that period. When the TUCE was given, four of the 20 instructors
received high ratings, and these individuals taught 27.90 percent of the 524
students tested.

Using the TEU as a measure of student learning of economics, and holding
the other variables constant, the students of high-rated instructors scored sig-
nificantly better than other students. The same result was obtained when the
TUCE was used. Instructors who had received mean ratings below 3.00 were
catcgorized as “low.” During the period when TEU was used, cight of the 26
instructors were rated low, and these persons taught 25.90 percent of the 776
students. When TUCE was being used, four of the 20 teachers were rated
low, and they taught 14.61 percent of the students involved. Using TEU, the
students of instructors receiving low ratings did not score significantly lower,
nor did they score significantly higher, than others, When TUCE was usced,
however, the students of low-rated instructors did score significantly lower.

Saunders concluded that instructor ratings do seem to be significantly related
to how much students learn. Furthermore, the amount of the difference was
seen as being substantial, The gain made by students with good (high-rated)
instructors was considerably larger than that made by students with poor in-
structors, other variables being held constant. Although this study was confined
to onc college which may not be typical, it was felt that student ratings of
instructors appeared to be based on *“firm ground.” Saunders suggests that
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“offorts devoted to improving instructor performance in the classroom (as meas-
ured by student ratings) may pay substantial dividends in terms of student
learning.”

David Martin of the State University of New York at Geneseo has been
studying the relationship between student satisfaction with an introductory
course using TV and live discussion classes and student assessment of the
effectiveness of the live instructor,®8 The students found the TV lectures to be
“ess than enthralling.” but Martin noted that student evaluation of the TV por-
tion of the course varied closely with student assessment of the live instructor
in the discussion portion. Although students liked TV less than other means
of instruction, they disliked it less when they liked the live instructor. The TV
course did succeed in teaching basic principles. however, for results on the
TUCE were favorable. The percentage gain between pre- and post-test was
above that of the national norming sample. The gain for the complex applicu-
tion questions was four times that of the national norming sample, an cncour-
aging outcome in view of the fact that the TV lectures had concentrated upon
the complex application arcas. Student evaluation of the discussion class, stu-
dent interest in economics, and satisfaction with the printed materials used were
all related to evaluation of the live instructor, Although it is clear that TV can
convey economic knowledge, 67 percent would have preferred live instruction.
Martin suggests that TV be used to supplement rather than replace live instruc-
tion.

The sample of college-level studies presented here is indicative of some of
the intcresting research being done in higher education. As students demand a
greater voice in curriculum development and change, and as they become in-
volved in course and faculty evaluation, the pressures for improvement in
instruction may become ever greater. Too often, curriculum changes, course
revisions, and the utilization of new methods and materials for teaching eco-
nomics have been based upon nothing but gucsses and prayers. This may help
to explain the many failures of the past. It may help to explain why, in one
major eastern university, some 800 students enroll in Economics I but only 100
appear for Economics 1I——and most of those are business students who are
required to take six credits, Few can honestly deny that the teaching of eco-
nomics needs improvement, but attempts to bring about change must be accom-
panied by rigorous and scientifically controlled evaluations, Some outstanding
work is being done by the researchers mentioned in this chapter. Let us hope
that this is but a beginning,

2 For u hrief description of the experiment with TV at Geneseo, see Volume Six of
Economic Education Experiences of Enterprising Teachers, pp. 87-88. Information appeur-
ing in this chupter was provided by Professor Martin,
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CUMULATIVE INDEX—VOLUMES 1, 11, lll, IV, V, VI, Vil

Primary Level

Economics Is Where You Find It: A Second Grade Unit
Volume IV, p. § Albright, Margaret E,
Hudson School, Topeka, Kansas

Teaching Economic Concepts to First und Second Graders
Volume IV, p. 31 Alsin, Mary Lou
San Luis Rey Elementary School, Oceanside, California

The Growth of Camas, Washington: Economics in Third Grade
Volume VII, p. 13 Beaird, Mrs. Maria J.
Lacamas Heights Elementary School, Camas, Washington

A Second Grade Economics Unit
Volume IV, p. 33 Blake, Georgiana
Russell School, Waterbury, Connecticut

Economics Day By Day in Second Grade
Volume VII, p. 6 Bradshaw, Mrs. Otabel
Fairview Elementary School, Camden, Arkansas

Economics and Holiday Celebrations: A Second Grade Economics Program
Volume V, p. 9 Brody, Barbara and Toby Kurzband
Public School No. 1, Manhattan, New York, New York

Our Kimberly School Community: Economics for First Graders
Volume V, p. 1 Callaway, Katherine
Kimberly School, Atlanta, Georgia -

A Year in Economics with Second Grade
Volume VI, p.10 Clark, Dorothy
Lakewood Elementary School, North Little Rock, Arkansas

Children Around the World: Economics for Second Graders
Volume VII,p. 10  Clark, Mrs. Dorothy
Lakewood Elementary School, North Little Rock, Arkansas

Third Graders Look at Their City
Volume IV, p. 13 Downs, Ann
Echols School, Fort Smith, Arkansas

One Little City and How It Grew: A Third Grade Study of Local Economics
Volume V, p. 1§ Downs, Ann
Echols School, Fort Smith, Arkansas

The Shoe Buffer Business: A First Grade Economics Activity
Volume VL, P, 7 Estis, Dorothy M,
Charles H. Russell School, Broomall, Pennsylvania

A-Banking We Will Go: Economics in First Grade
Volume VII, p. 1 Gill, Mrs. Catherine J.
Rightsell Elementary School, Little Rock, Arkansas

And the Spirals Will Grow and Grow: An Enterprise in First Grade Economics
Volume 1V, p. 62 Gill, Mabel K.
San Jose Elementary School, Dunedin, Florida

Building and Using a Pluyhouse: A First Grade Exercise in Economic Learning
Volume I, p. | Gill, Mabel K.
San Jose Elewmentary School, Dunedin, Florida

O 2



The Economics of Our Neighborhood Shopping Center: A Second Grade “Operation
QObservation™

Volume I, p. 38 Glospow, Marie Rae

Jefferson Elementary School, Riverside, California

Quest For Order in the Economic World: 'The Discovery Approach for First Graders
Volume I, p. 93 Grace, Aleen
Delaware School, Springfield, Missouri

The City™ Food Supply: A Third Grade Study of Money at Work
Volume I, p. 16 Hahn, Catherine B.
Beechmont School, Louisville, Kentucky

Scarcity of Milk Created Economic Understundings for Kindergartners
Volume IV, p. | Holmes, Laura Reid
Bellevue School, Richmond, Virginia

Monev—Money—Money—Who Needs 1t? An Economics Unit for Second Grade
Volume V, p. 11 Jenkins, Margaret
Hoover Elementary School, Santa Ana, Culifornia

Bugbee's General Store—A Store of Values: An Economic Emphasis in Grade One
Volume 1V, p. 6§ Koons, Alice F., and Donuld Borenstein
Bugbee School, West Hartford, Connecticut

Interests and Abilities Related to Dependence on Others: An Economic Education
Emphasis in First Grade Social Studies

Volume I, p. 96 Koons, Alice F,

Bugbee School, West Hartford, Connecticut

Kidsville—A Third-Grade Experience in City Planning
Volume VII, p. 15 Kulp, Janice J.
Mary Rickenbach Reseurch-Learning Center, State College, Kutztown, Pennsylvania

Tulsa, Oil Capital of the World: A Unit for Third Grade
Volume IV, p. 15 Leka, Anna Belle
Herbert Hoover Elementary School, Tulsa, Oklahoma

An Economic Tale of Two Cities: A Comparative Venture into the Economic World
by Second Graders
Volume I1I, p. 84 Leventhal, Florence and Marilyn Szymaszek
Winchester School, New Haven, Connecticut, and Parker School, Wallingtord.
Connecticut

Exercises on Hundling Scarce Resources: Second Grade Level
Volume I, p. 81 Leventhal, Florence
Winchester School, New Haven, Connecticut

Putting Three Economic O’s into the Three R's in the Second Grade:
Openings, Opportunities, and Occupations

Volume I, p. 28 Leventhal, Florence

Winchester School, New Haven, Connecticut

Recipe for Relevancy: Economics in the First Grade
Volume VI, p. 3 Lindstrom, Mrs. Lois
Secrest Elementary School, Arvada, Colorado

The Wonderful World of Kindergarten Economics: Opening Young Minds to
Economic Meaunings

Volume I, p. 26 Mickle, Gladys Hayes

The Mickle Mouse Pre-Primary School, West Palm Beach, Florida
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“Twis the Night Before Christmas: A Lesson m Supply and Demand for Second
Grade

Volume IV, p. 3 Moady, Phyllis I,

Fairmount Elementary School, Richmond. Virginia

Primary Fconomie Understandings for a Second-Year Non-Graded Group
Volume HI, p. 98 Musgrove, Rose
Johnson Elementary School, Tulsa, Okliihoma

Economic Education in Grade Oie
Volume IV. p. 70 Ratliff, Julia
Jonas Salk School, Tulsa, Oklahoma

‘The Cooky Kids: Econonies for First and Second Graders
Volume VL p. 1 Rouch, Edith
Hans Christian Andersen Elementary School. San Diego. Californiy

Our Community and lts Workers: A Second Grade Project in Learning and Doing
Volume {l1, p. 6 Salvaterra, Frances
Sun Jose Elementary School. Dunedin, Florida

America—Land of Unlimited Opportunities: Economic Activities in First Grade
Volume VL. p. 4 Schumann. Grace W,
Robert Gilder School, Omihi, Nebraska

Economics in First Grade
Volume IV, p. 68 Schumann, Grace W.
Robert Gilder School, Omuha, Nebruska

The Use of Money in a Free Enterprise Svstem: A Unit Developed for Third Grade
Volume IV, p. 72 Tharp, Dorothy H.
Herbert Hoover Elementary School, Tulsa. Oklihoma

Our Home and Family: Fconomics Begins at Home for First Graders
Volume 11, p. 38 Whelan, Celeste
James H. Butes School, Jefferson County, Fern Creek, Kentucky

When We Were Six: A Study in Basic Economics for First Graders
Volume V., p. § Wright, Willie ..
Horatio Elementary School, Horatio. Arkansas

Intermediate level

Musical Instruments Play a Tune in Economic Education: Grades § and 6
Volume IV, p. 46 Abernathy. Mamic Ruth
Jones Elementary School. Hot Springs. Arkansas

No Missing Links in Our Economy : Intermediate Study of Economics through Music
(Grades Five and Six)

Volume i1 p. 21 Abernathy, Mamie Ruth

Jones Flementary School, Hot Springs. Arkansas

Banks and Bunking: For High-Ahility Sinth Graders
Volume . p. 24 Baker. Cleo Mitzel
Whitmore Flementary School. Tucson, Arizona

The Building ot Our Expressway: An Economic Rescarch Unit for Intermediates
(Fourth and Fifth Grades)

Volume {11, p. 100 Bitheimer, Evelyn and Opul Phelps

Robert E. 1.ee School. Little Rock, Arkansas

(%064




How a Power Company Affects the Local Economy: A Fifth Grade Experimental
Unit
Volume 1, p. 20 Blair, Ola B., Mattie F. Brigham, Gwen Tudor, Mattie Lou
Wilson, Dorothy Beene, Helen P. Pittmun, Eugene W. Hart,
and Foy C. Tate
Magnolia Public Schools, Magnolia, Arkansas

Correlating Economics with afl Subject Areas: A Sixth Grade Progrum
Volume I1I, p. 8 Borz, Helen K,
Sun Jose Elementary School, Dunedin, Florida

Industry Affects the Economy of Arkansas: A Sixth Grade Project in Economics
Volume IV, p. 21 Burney, Mrs. O. L.
Horatio Elementary School, Horatio, Arkansas

The Chicken War: United States Versus Common Market: A Sixth Grade
Economics Unit

Volume V, p. 30 Burney, Mrs. O. L.

Horatio Elementary School, Horatio, Arkansas

Sweet Success: A Sinth Grade Economics Project
Volume V. p. 34 Charnes, Helen B.
Spring Valley School, Elyria, Ohio

A Department Store for the School: A Sixth Grade Action Project to Develop
Opportunity and L.eadership for Minority Group Children

Volume III, p. 89 Cirone, William 1.

Manhattan Public School No. 125, New York, New York

The Children’s Organization for Needy Children: A Sixth Grade Project
Volume IV, p. 7 Cirone, William 1.
Public Schoo! 125, Manhattan, New York City

Retarded Reuders Advance Their Learning: Emotional Rehabilitation through
Economics for Sixth Graders

Votume II, p. 44 Cirone, William J.

P.S. 125, Manhattan, New York City

The Economic Role of the Local Telephone Company: A Fourth Grade Study of
How a City Grows

Volume IIL. p. 14 Clerget, Jeanetta

Woodrow Wilson Elementary School, Little Rock, Arkansas

Our Changing Economy: A Fifth Grade Study of the L.ocal Economy
Volume V, p. 21 Cox, Mary
Prescott Elementary School, Prescott, Arkansas

The Cost of a Schoothouse: Economics Lessons for Fifth Graders
Volume H, p. 41 Crocker, Herbert L.
Hollow Tree School, Durien, Connecticut

The Colorful Creative Coaster Company: Establishment and Liquidation of an
Enterprise (Fifth Grade)

Volume I, p. 28 Falkin, Janice A.

Braeburn School, West Hart{ord, Connecticut

Sixth-Graders Learn Economics through Mathematics
Volume 1V, p. 47 Fitzgerald, James M,
Mary O. Pottenger Elementary School, Springfield, Massachusetts

General Economics in the Fifth Grade: A One-Yeur Experiment in Teaching an
Accelerated Group

Volume 1l p. 101 Florence, Virginia W.

St. Matthew's Elementary School, Louisville, Kentucky
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- Greater Hartford Grows: Making the Most of a Community-Based Set of
[nstructional Tools for Intermediate Grades
Volume I, p. 103 Freedman, Albert I,
University of Hartford and Mary M. Hooker School, Hartford, Connecticut

Understunding Economics through Arithmetic: A Fifth Grade Study of the Price
System

Volume V., p. 24 Guerin, Rita Sanchez

Maugnolia Woods Elementury School, Baton Rouge, 1.ouisiana

Cooperalive Economics Study in Grades Four and Six
Volume VII p. 21 Hacku. Donna L., and Phyllis E, Bennett
Simpson School, Wallingford, Connecticut

The Flower Power Company: An Ecenoniics Unit for Fifth Grade
Volume VII, p. 23 Holmes, Mrs. Helen D.
John J. Pershing Elementary School, Lincoln, Nebraska

How Tourism Stimulates Stone County’s Economy: A Fifth Grade Unit
Volume 1V, p. 19 Inlow. Carolyn
Mountain View Elementary School, Mountain View, Arkansas

Grandma Moses and the Economic Story: Teaching Economics through Remedial
Reading, Grades 3-6

Volume IV, p. 44 Jenkins, Ann L.

Everett Elementary School, Lansing, Michigan

Competition: Fifth Graders Study the Heart of Our Economy
Volume IL, p. 49 Johnson, Jimmie Nell
Lakewood Elementary School, North Little Rock, Arkansas

Let's Go Where the Action Is! A Fifth Grade Study of Qur Private Enterprise
System

Volume IV, p. 7§ Johnson, Jimmie Nell

Williams Elementary School, Little Rock, Arkansas

Hello World! A Study of Economics Systems and Trade: A Sixth Grade Economics
Project

Volume V, p. 37 Johnson, Mrs. Jimmie Nell

Williams Elementary School. Little Rock, Arkansas

Teaching Economic Concepts in Sixth Grade
Volume IV, p. 79 Kinsey, Lloyd C.
Alameda Elementary School, Portland, Oregon

A Peek at Economics in Our Everyday Life: View by an Accelerated Sixth Grade
Volume 11, p. 104 Lathrop, Blanche L.
Kennelly School, Hartford, Connecticut

How an Industry Affects « Town: Community Involvement for Sixth Graders
Volume IL. p. 70 Linam, Faye, Grace Harvey and Lois Dudley
Magnolia Public Schools, Magnolia, Arkansas

How un Industrv Affects a Town: A Sixth Grade Economics Unit
Volume 111, p. 24 Linam, Faye, Lois Dudley and Grace Harvey
Magnolia Pubtic Schools, Magnolia, Arkansas

Preparing for Economic Understanding: Laying Fifth Grade Foundations
Volume II, p. 31 Lucas, Carla Rae
Moran Elementary School, Wallingford, Connecticut

International Trade and San Diego: A Fifth Grade Unit
Volume IV, p. 16 Mason. James D.
Chesterton Elementary School, San Diego, California
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Canton's Business Is World Business: Teaching Global Interdependence to Sixth
Giraders

Volume 11, p. 64 McCue, Stephine A,

Woodland School, Canton, Ohio

How Sweet It Is: A Fifth Grade Unit in Economics
Volume VI, p. 19 Miller, Violet
Jetferson Elementary School, Little Rock, Arkansas

The Cotton Picking Facts: Fifth-Grade Unit in Economic Education
Volume VI, p. 27 Miller, Mrs. Violet
Jefferson Elementary School, Little Rock, Atkansas

Lincoln County, Arkansas: Our Changing Economy: A Filth Grade Comparison
with Monroe County, Florida
Volume 11, p. 61 Patrick, Henrietta
Star City Elementary School, Star City, Arkansas

A Study of the People of Utah: Economics in Fourth Grade
Volume VI, p. 1§ Pedersen, Ivan
Edith Bowen Laboratory Schoot, Logan, Utah

Economics in the Middle Ages: An Imaginary Journey to a Feudal Manor by Sixth
Graders

Volume 11, p. 75 Raplee, Mildred

Rubel Avenue School, Louisville, Kentucky

Economic Life of Hartford: A Sixth Grade Adventure in Economics of the
Community

Volume I, p. 45 Silcox, Miriam E.

Eric Norfeldt School, West Hartford, Connecticut

Our River—Its Valley: Integration of Economics into Sixth Grade Curriculum
Volume I, p. 8 Silcox, Miriam E.
Eric Norfeldt School, West Hartford, Connecticut

A Sixth Grade Learns About Poverty
Volume VII, p. 33 Snyder, Mrs. Ed.
Forest Park Elememary School, Pine Bluff, Arkansas

How Tariff Cuts Affect the Free World Economy: Sixth Grade Economics Unit
Volume VI, p. 21 Sparks, Florence
Wilson School, Little Rock, Arkansas

The Community of Packersville: Helping Fourth and Fifth Graders See Themselves
in Our Society

Volume VII, p. 30 Sweigard, Verne

Highlands Elementary School, Spring Valley, California

Economics Is Anytime, Anywhere: Explorations in General Economics for Fourth
Graders

Volume I1, p. 1 Ullyette, Jean M.

Ellis B. Hyde Elementary School, Dansville, New York

The Hardware City of the World: A Fifth-Grade Study in Broad-Based Specialization
and Economic Growth -

Volume I, p. 43 Venditto, Carl R.

Thomas Jefferson School, New Britain, Connecticut

My Father Gets a Check: Fifth Graders Explore the Role of Family Income
Volume V., p. 26 Ware, Lou Ethel
Peake Elementary School, Arkadelphia, Arkansas
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This is Tree Country: A Fourth Grade Economics Project
Volume Vi p. 17 Wilson, Kippy
Burhe Street Elementiry School, Ashdown. Arkansas

The American Standard of Living on the March in Relation to Foreign Countries
{Fourth Grade)

Volume L, p. §7 Y ates, Shirley C.

Goodwin School, East Hartford, Connecticut

Junior High Level

Ragic—A Model Nation: An Eighth Grade Project in Economics
Volume IV, p. 35 Blanchard, Walter J.
Henry Barnard School. Rhode Island College. Providence, Rhode Islund

Factors Influencing a Nation's Capacity for Economic Growth: A Comparative
Approach with Role Playing in Junior High

Volume HI. p. 62 Bradlev. Priscilla A.

Michuel J. Whalen Junior High School, Humden, Connecticut

Money and the Banking System: Sophistication for Eighth Grade Social Studies
Volume 1. p. 55 Burkey, Zara T.
Shroder Junior High School. Cincinnati, Qhio

Poverty. American Style: A Ninth Grade Supplementary Unit
Volume V. p. 48 Dudding. Jerry ..
East Ladue Junior High School, St. Louis, Missouri

Economics in Seventh Grade Social Studies
Volume VI, p, 26 Fabrizio, Salvadore J.
Woodbury Junicr High School, Shaker Heights, Ohio

A Seventh-Grade Study of Prices. Wages. and the Cost of Living
Volume VIL, p. 40 Feldman, Edward S.
Pennwood Junior High School, Yardley. Pennsylvania

Emerging Independence in Africa: A Ninth Grade World Studies Unit
Volume V, p. 53 Fortney. Nancy D.
East Educational Complex, Lincoln, Nebraska

World History and Economics in Ninth Grade
Volume IV, p. 54 Fortney, Nancy
Millard Lefler Junior High School, Lincoln. Nebraska

Economic Foundations of Citizenship: The Economics of Our Community for
Seventh Graders

Volume I, p. 73 Gale. Annette

Seneca Junior High School, Louisville. Kentucky

First Steps in Economics: A Unit for Slow Learners in Junior High
Volume V, p. 60 Gardner, Eugenia F. .
Gallia Academy, Gallipolis, Ohio

Local Economics: A One-Semester Course Outline for Seventh Grade
Volume 1V, p. 22 Henry, George M.
Magnoiia Junior High School, Magnolia, Arkansas

Scientists at Work: Economic Concepts in the Seventh Grade Scicnce Program

Volume 1V. p. 49 Howard, Dixie E.
Whiteside Junior High School, Camden, Arkansas
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A Seventh Grade Unit on the Nature and Origin of Money
Volume IV, p. 82 Jackson, Louise Gratiot
Cloverdale Junior High School, Little Rock, Arkansas

Relating Classroom Learning to Actuality: Growth of American Business {Eighth
Grade)

volume I, p. 68 Johnson, Elizabeth

Weeks Junior High School, Newton Centre, Massachusetts

Impact of a Large Industrial Plant on the Local Economy: A Ninth Grade Unit
Volume 1V, p. 29 Katz, Blanche L.
Martin Kellog Junior High School, Newington, Connecticut

Business Enterprise U.S.A.: An Enrichment Experience for Ninth Graders
Volume 1V, p. 25 Killmer, Clarence
Wilbur Wright Junior High School. Cleveland, Ohio

The Economics of Wheat to Bread: A Ninth Grade Study of the Production Process
Volume 11, p. 33 Killmer, Clarence
Wilbur Wright Junior High School, Cleveland, Ohio

The United States and Foreign Trade: Assembly Presentation (Ninth Grade)
Volume L, p. 54 Killmer, Clarence
Wilbur Wiight Junior High School, Cleveland, Ohio

Mass Production in a Junior High School Industrial Arts Class
Volume IV. p. 53 Kingsley. Robert L.
Monroe Junior High School, Tulsa, Oklahoma

Operation Dinner: Economics in the Restaurant Business
Volume VI, p. 34 Kuchler, Eula
Home Park School, Atlanta, Georgia

Transportation: A Mujor Economic Problem Concerning Our City
Volume VI. p. 29 Marshall, Mary Beth
Thaddeus Stevens School, Elliott, Pennsylvania

Redistribution of Income Through Taxation: An Eighth Grade Activity
Volume IV, p. 37 McKenzie, Camellia
Cleveland Junior High School, Tulsa, Oklahoma

Economics of the Civil War Period: An Eighth Grade United States History Unit
Volume 1V, p. §1 Neuharth, Helen
Ramsey Junior High School, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Economics of the Feudal System: A Junior High Approach to (he Beginnings of the
Market Economy

Volume 11, p.76 Nichols, Gloria

Grant Junior High School, Escondido, California

Goals of un Economy in the Solution of the Central Problem: Economics in Eighth
Grade History

Volume V, p. 45 Parham, Estelle

Magnolia Junior High School, Magnolia, Arkansas

Standin: in the President’s Shoes: Economics in Eighth-Grade American History
Volume Vil, p. 42 Parham. Mrs. Estelle
Magnolia Junior High School. Magnolia, Arkansas

What If Everyone Became a Millionaire? Eighth Grade Views

Volume I, p. 22 Pawlak, Norman S.
Benjamin Franklin Junior High School, Kenmore, New York
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Land Use Changes and Conflicts in the United States Economy: A Unit for High
Level Seventh Graders

Volume Vi, p. 31 Pierce, Gregory 1,

Alfred L. Du Pont School. Wilmington, Deluwure

Economic Aspects of Operating a School Cafeteria: An Eighth Grade Study of
Production

Volume Il1, p. 27 Prokop, John und Virginia Luwrenson

Jefferson Junior High School. Oceunside, California

The Case Method Approach to Economics: A Ninth Grade Course
Volume 111, p. 31 Smith. Dora O.
Clarke County Junior High School, Athens, Georgia

A Model of Inquiry: A Ninth-Grade Study of the City of Athens and Clarke County
Volume VII, p. 45 Smith, Mrs. Dora O.
Clarke Junior High School, Athens, Geoigia

American Economic System and Basic Resources in a Changing World: A Ninth
Grade View of Our Labor Force

Volume I, p. 67 Swann, Loraine E.

Maplewood-Richmond Heights High School, Maplewood, Missouri

Congress, the Constitution, and the Economy: Ninth Graders Establish an Economy
for Muledavia

Volume 11, p. 46 Twiddy. C. Baxter

Josephus Daniels Junior High School, Raleigh, North Carolina

The Europeun Economic Community: Simulation and Role-Playing or Games
Approach (Ninth Graders)

Volume I, p. 60 Twiddy, C. Baxter

Josephus Duniels Junior High School, Raleigh, North Carolina

Twidzania—An Emerging Nation: A Ninth Grade Economics Project
Volume V, p. §7 Twiddy, C. Baxter
Josephus Duniels Junior High School, Raleigh, North Carolina

A Seventh Grade Project in Business and Banking
Volume IV, p. 85 Wheeler, John F.
Buckman Grade School, Portland, Oregon

Senior High Level

A Three-Pronged Approuch to Senior High Economics: Case Studies, Seminars,

Workshops
Volume I, p. 21 Alweis, Frank, and Richard Rosenblatt
James Monroe High School, Bronx, New York

Finance Is Everybody's Business: A Study of Finuancial Institutions in a History
Setting

Volume II1, p. 36 Arthur, Adah M.

Magnolia High School, Magnolia, Arkansas

Theme Kits to Meet un Economic Need: Formation and Operation of a Corporation
(High School Business Management)

Volume I, p. 31 Barber, Mary Mears and Janet Powers

Norview High School, Norfolk, Virginia

A Game for Teaching Foreign Trade in Twelfth Grade
Volume IV, p. 38 Cambier, Dennis W,
Lincoln High School, Midland, Pennsylvania
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The American Economy — Its Measurement and its Growth: Checking the
Economic Pulse of the Nation

Volume 11, p. 87 Camille, O.5.F,, Sister Mary

Saint Clare High School, Roslindale, Massachusetts

Economic Emphases in Twelfth Grade American History
Volume V, p. 66 Correll, Suzanne A.
De Queen Senior High School, De Queen, Arkansas

Science and Consumer Economics for the “Hot-Rod” Set (Eleventh Grade)
Volume L p. 12 Cramp, William H.
Palisades High School, Kintnersville, Pennsylvania

A Special Economics Course for “X-Level” Boys (Twelfth Gradc)
Volume I, p. 1 Cullen, Ethel Garrison
Haaren High School, New York, New York

The Business Economy: A Study in High School Economics
Volume 1V, p. 95§ Daufler, Sol D. _
Reseda Senior High School, Reseda, California

Introduction to the Language, Limitations, and Processes of Economics: A Ten-
Week Civics Unit in Economic Reasoning for Seniors

Volume 11, p. 42 Drielsma, J. David

Orange Glen High School, Escondido, California

Place of Economics in the Senior High Curriculum: An Honors Course for
Developing Vocabulary and Theoretical Concepts

Volume 111, p. 40 Dwinell. Roland A.

Brookline High School, Brookline, Mussachusetts

Scarcity and the Need for Economic Decisions: Learning Materials for High School
Economics

Volume VII, p. 50 Emrick, Jr., William S.

McCluer Senior High School, Florissant, Missouri

Teaching Economics to High Schoot Seniors of Varied Learning Abilities
Volume V, p. 71 Field, Ernest E.
vista High School, Vista, California

Unemployment: What Then? Capitalizing on a Local Problem Situation (Twelfth
Grade)

Volume II, p. 85 Griffin, Mary M.

Rich Hill High School, Rich Hill, Missouri

Swinging with the Stock Market for Venturesome Souls ( Twelfth Grade)

Volume I, p. 13 Haber, Dan B.
Mansfield Senior High School, Mansfield, Ohio

Surveying Local Trade Practices and Opinions: Emphasis on Method (Twelfth
Grade)

Volume I, p. 48 Hoar, John E.

Barron Area Senior High School, Barron, Wisconsin

Europe and the Common Market: An Economic Geography Unit for Grades

i1l and 12
Volume VI, p. 45 Jacobson, Gladys
Wwilton High School, Wilton, Connecticut

National Income Accounting: For High School Sophomores (Girls Only)
Volume I, p. 26 Joanita, S.P., Sister Mary
St. Rose Academy, Vincennes, Indiana
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A One Year High School Course in Economics Utilizing Team Teaching and
Elective Units

Volume IV, p. 93 Johnstone, Donakd B

Staples High School, Westport, Connecticut

Teaching Economics to Heterogeneously Grouped High School Seniors
Volitme IV, p. 90 . Joiner, Elizabeth 1.,
Bermen High School, Midlothian, Illinos

An Overhead Transparency Program for Teaching Comparative Economic Systems
in a World History Class

Volume V, p. 78 Kune, Joseph 1.,

Fern Creek High School, Louisville, Kentucky

Fconomics Scholarship Fund, Inc.: Investment in a Permanent. No-Dividend
Enterprise (High School Economics)

Volume I, p. 33 Kaufman, E, I..

Rapid City High School, Rapid City. South Dukota

Multiple Approuch for « One-Semester Course: High School Level
Volume I, p. 85 Keene, J. Hershey
Mt Pleasunt Senior High School, Wilmington. Delaware

Checking the Cluims of the “"Experts™: Reviewing Economics by Testing for Literucy
(Twelfth Grade)

Volume I, p. 64 Kemp, George B.

Campbell High School, Campbell. California

Teaching the Money Question: Enriching Eleventh Grade History
Volume 11, p. 58 Ladenburg, Thomas J,
North Haven High School. North Haven, Connecticut

The Nature and Method of Economics: Keeping the Study Rational and Analytical
{Twelfth Grade)

Volume I1, p. 78 Liddicoat. Clifton W,

William Allen High School, Allentown, Pennsylvania

Surveying Locul Job Opportunities: Emphasis on Results (Senior High School)
Volume 1, p. §1 Lockhart. Alice R.
Peters Township Junior-Senior High School, Canonsburg, Pennsylvania

The American Economic Order: A Social Studies Unit for High School Seniors
Volume Il. p, 16 Mahood. Wayne
York Community High School, Elmhurst, Iilinois

Development of u Television Series on the American Economy: Team Teaching in
the High School Problems Course ( Twelfth Grade)

Volume II, p. 104 Miller. Grace E,

South Eugene High School, Eugene. Oregon

High School und Elementary School Cooperation in Economic Education
Volume VII. p. 52 Morgan, Thomas T.
Napa High School, Nupa, California

Economics in Senior His:h School American History
Volume 1V, p. 56 Mosley., Grace
North Little Rock High School. North Little Rock, Arkansas

Luabor-Management Relations in Depth for Suburban Students: High School Fask
Forces Obtain Factual and Analvtical Information ( Twelfth Grade)

Volume HI, p. 71 Reed, Robert Tyler

New Canaan High School, New Canaan. Connecticut
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Teaching and Testing by Models
Volume VI, p. 37 Rueilly. Batricia R.
Washington Irving High School, New York, New York

An Approach to Twelfth Grade Economics
Volume V. p. 82 Reilly, Patricia
Washington Irving High School, New York. New York

The Soviet Economy: A Comparative Inquiry in Tweltth-Grade Economics
Volume VII, p. 56 Risser, Puul W.
Central Bucks High School, Doylestown, Pennsylvania

Applying Economic Understandings to the Business Community
Volume VI, p. 41 Rosen, Martin
Furmingdale Senior High School, Furmingdale, New York

Team Teaching: A Controlled Experiment ( Twelfth Grade)
Volume L, p. 66 Rosenblatt, Richard and Jess Witchell
James Monroe High School, Bronx, New York

Tutorial Program in Comparative Economic Philosophy: A Special Summer School
Course to Challenge Serious Students

volume IL. p. 97 Schulman. Edward

Jamesville-DeWitt High School, DeWitt, New York

A “Stock Hop™ to Yield a Scholarship Fund: Free Enterprise to Advance Education
on Two Fronts

Volume L, p. 36 Schwab, Mildred T.

Taft Senior High School, Hamilton, Ohio

The Use of Audio Tapes in High School Economics
Volume VIL p. 60 Scott. Mrs. Anne J.
North High School. Bukersfield, Culifornia

Analysis of Economic Indicutors: A Twelfth-Grade Economics Project
Volume V, p. 86 Scovel, Donald A.
Price Laboratory School, Cedar Falls, Iowa

Advanced Economics Course: Economics in Action (Blending Textbook Analysis
with Field Experience)

Volume II, p. 89 Seretny, Albert Andrew
Jumes Hilthouse High School. New Haven, Connecticut

Breathing Life into Economic Education Policy: Translating Policy into Practice
(Twelfth Grade)

Volume I, p. 82 Turrant, Hugh C.

Roosevelt High School, Wyandotte, Michigan

Community Problems
Volume V1. p. 43 Vail. Carolyn
Woodward High School, Cincinnati, Ohio

During to Challenge: Using the American Economy Television Films with
Academically Talented High School Students

Volume IV, p. 87 Watts, Ernest H.

Elyria High School, Elyria. Ohio
Teaching Economics in the Typewriting Class

Volume 1V, p. §9 Wolstenholme, Dorothy E.

Durfee High School, Fall River. Massachusetts
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How a Disarmament Policy Would Affect the Economy of Long Island: Setting Up
a Research Project for Twelfth Grade Volunteers

Volume I, p. 77 Wright, John William

John H. Glenn High School, Huntington, New York

Honors Economics Course: Handling Controversial Issues
Volume I, p. 99 Zachter, Albert
Seward Park High School, New York, New York

Higher Education

Economics and General Business Education
Volume VII, p. 79 Bose, Arnola Colson
Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, Oklahoma

Contemporary Economic Problems and Issues: Team Teaching i.. the College
Problems Course

Volume I, p. 106 Brandes, Joseph

Paterson State College, Wayne, New Jersey

A Unit in International Economics for Social Studies Teachers
Volume V, p. 93 Clark, Donald M.
State University College, Buffalo, New York

Personalized Supplements to the Introductory Course: College Level
Volume |, p. 88 Clarke, Jere W.
Southern Connecticut State College, New Haven, Connecticut

Market Simulation in the College Classroom
Volume 1V, p. 40 Dahl, Tor
University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Foreseeing the Future Teacher's Needs: A One-Semester Course in Self-Prepara-
tion

Volume I, p. 73 Darcy, Robert L.

Ohio University, Athens, Ohio

Applying Analytical Economics to Regional Studies: A Graduate Course for Social
Studies Teachers

Volume V, p. 96 Dawson, George G.

New York University, New York, New York

A College Course in Curriculum and Methods in Economic Education
Volume V, p. 102 Friedman, Kopple C.
University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota

The Ever-Widening Circle of Economic Education: One University Program Leads
to Another

Volume I, p. 113 Gersting, John M.

John Carroll University, Cleveland, Ohio

A Model for Teaching Income Determination
Volume IV, p. 103 Gordon, Sanford D.
State University College, Oneonta, New York

Economics and the Political History of the United States: Description of a Course
for College Juniors

Volume 1V, p. 60 Gorman, Sister M, Adele Francis, O.S.F.

Our Lady of Angels College. Glenn Riddle, Pennsylvania
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An Experimental Course in the History of Economic Thought
Volume VI, p. 76 Hughes, Jonathan
Northwestern University, Iivanston, Hlinois

Role Playing in Teaching Economics: Deepening Responsibility and Understanding
at the University Level

Volume II1, p. 55 Joseph, Myron L.

Carnegie Institute of Technology, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Classroom Instruction in College Economics: Use of Syllabus Integrated Handouts
Volume III, p. 47 Martin, David A.
Harpur College, Binghamton, New York

An Experiment in Teaching Principles of Economics Without Lectures
Volume VII, p. 70 McConnell, Campbell R,, and F. Charles Lamphear
University of Nebraska, Lincoln, Nebraska

Increasing Returns: A Game to Aid in the Study of Principles of Economics
Volume VI, p. 56 McKenzie, Richard B.
Radford College, Radford, Virginia

A College Course in the History of Economic Thought
Volume IV, p. 99 Newton, Bernard
Long Island University, Brooklyn, New York

Presenting Economic Principles by Television: A Custom-Made One-Semester
Course

Volume 1, p. 70 Paden. Donald W.

University of Illinois, Urbana, Illinois

A Practical Application of the Theory of Production
Volume VII, p. 74 Roll, Richard
Carnegie-Mellon University, Pitisburgh, Pennsylvania

Economic History of the United States: An In-Service Training Course for Teachers
Volume IV, p. 107 Scheer, Mrs. Lorraine, and Mrs. Vincent Patrick
University of Tulsa and Tulsa Public Schools, Tulsa, Oklahoma

Resourcefulness in Planning a Workshop: Emphasis on Meaningfulness
Volume I, p. 78 Snyder, Carl Dean
Eastern Michigan University, ¥ psilanti, Michigan

Developing the Economic Man: A College Course in Consumer Economics
Volume IV, p. 10 Terry, John V.
John Brown University, Siloam Springs, Arkansas

Independent Thinking as a Motivating Device: A Controlled Experiment
Volume L, p. 73 Trenton, R. W.
Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, Oklihoma

An Economic Education Television Project
Volume VI, p. 51 Venus, Charles E., and lla M. Nixon
University of Arkansas, Little Rock, Arkansas

In-Service Seminar for Elementary Teuchers: A Spiral Approach to Introductory
Eccenomics

Volume I, p. 52 Wells, Edward P., Dary! Berry, and Helen Gold

Washburn University, Topeka, Kansas

The Input-Output Method of Teaching Principles of Economics
Volume VII, p. 65 Wolfson, Murray
Oregon State University, Corvallis, Oregon
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