DOCUMENT RESUME

BD 101 879 RC 008 306

AUTHOR pieper, Hanns G.; And Others

TITLE Perceptions of Quality of Life in Rural Open-Country
Areas: A Case Study.

INSTITUTION Georgia Univ., Athens. Dept. of Sociology and

SPONS AGENCY

PUB DATE
NOTE

EDRS PRICE
DESCRIPTORS

Anthropology. .
Cooperative State Research Service (DOA), Washingtonm,
D.C.

74

19p.; Paper presented at the 1973-74 meeting of the
southern Association of Agricultural Scientists,
Rural Sociology Section; Filmed from Best Copy
Available

MP-$0.76 HC-3$1.58 PLUS POSTAGE
Anglo Americans; *Community lLeaders; Community

Services; *Community Surveys; Educational
opportunities; Environment; Hypothesis Testing;
Income; law Enforcement; living Standards; Negroes;
Questionnaires; *Rural Areas; *Social Change;
*Southern States

*Quality of Life; Southern Regional Research Project
s 79

IDENTIFIERS

ABSTRACT

Concerned with Southern populations of open-country
rural areas, the objectives of this study were: (1) identification of
changes in gquality of 1life of the study population since 1960; (2)
delincation of those aspects of quality of life considered inadequate
by the residents; and (3) testing of tke hypothesis that conmunity
leaders, due to their more favorable socioc-economic and political
status, vievw rural living conditions differently than the residents
themselves. Via personal interview, respondents were asked questions
relative to 6 areas: educational opportunities; county government and
law enforcement:; environmental conditions; availability of community
services: income; and general quality of life for selected subgroups.
The sample county, predominantly rural nonfarm, was almost 50 percent
black: median education level vas 9.0; and median family income was
$5,973. Of the 25 community leaders, randomly chosen, 18 completed
the interview. The randomly selected household sample afforded 72
completed questionnaires. Black respondents constituted a subsanmple
of the total household group with 31 responses., Results revealed that
conmunity leaders tended to rate the current situation more favorably
than the other two groups; all groups reported progress but the black
group noted a slight decline in income, though they responded
favorably to educational opportunities. (JC)
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Introduction
For many decades there has.been a considerable redistribution of the
' population of the United States, with large numbers of persons moving from the
rural regions to the major urban centers of the nation. These migrants and
the changes they have imposed on both the urban areas to which they migerated
and the rural areas which they left have been of no small interest-to
' demographers, sociologists, or other social scientists and persons in policy
making positioms. '

These areas of interest include the delineation of major social, economir

. and other related changes which have taken place in the rural areas which the
}

: migrants left, and the delineation of changes which have occurred in the

' general quality of life for families in the rural areas.?

This paper is concerned with the rural population of the Scuth, speci-
fically with the population of the open~country rural areas, that is, those
areas which are not closely associated with the towns and larger cities. It
has as its basic objectives: (1) the identification of chénges in the quality
of life of the study population since 1960, (2) the delineation of those
aspects of the quality of 1ife which were consliered inadequate by the

RO 1

- Paper presented at 1973-74 meeting of Southern Association of

-2 Agricultural Scientists, Rural Sociology Section. ’
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% This paper is written in conjunction with the S-79 project, "Rural

Development and Quality of Life in the Rural South" and these concerns are
among those of S5-79.
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residents themselves, and (3) the testing of the general hypothesis that the
community leaders, because of their more faverable socio-economic and political
positions, wouvld tend to view living conditions in the rural areas somewhat
differently from the residents themselves. -
Respondents were asked questions related to six general subject areas:
1. County;government and iaw enforcement; 5. Educational opportunities for
county residents; 3. Envi§onmenta1 conditions; 4. The availability of com-
munity services; 5. Inccme; 6. General quality of 1ife for selected subgroups
in the county population: The specific questions (see Table 2; wepre part of
a larger more inclusive schedule developed for the S-79 project relating té'

rural development and the quality of 1ife in the rural south.

The Sample County

The county utilized in this study was determined at the onset of the S§-79
project and'was not chosen specifically for this paper. It was one of a large
number of courties in the southern region of the United States to be chosen as
the basis of a comprehensive study of the open-country rural pobulation of the
South. All of the counties in the 5-79 sémple were counties with low standards
of living in 1960.

The sample county is predominantly rural, with about seven percent of the
population classified as rural farm and another sixty-nine percent of the
population being categorized as rural-nonfarm. The remaining twenty-four
percent of the population is urban, being primarily located in the two small
towns within the county.

Just over eighty percent of the county is forested. With only twenty
persons per équare mile, it is not densely populated. Almost fiffy percent

of the population is black. The median age of the total population is 28.5,
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while that of the black population is 19.8.

The median level of education attained is 9.0 years of school. This is
considerably below the median years of school completed for all persons in the
South (11.8). The wedian famzly income of $5,973 is also considerably lower
than the medlan family income for families 1iving in the South ($8,080).

Despxte its large rural population, less than ten percent of the work
force is employed in agriculture-related industries. dJust over forty percent
of the work force is employed in sanufacturing industries. Another twenty-one
percent is employed in service occupations and just over sixteen percent is
employed in wholesale and retail trade.

7. e Sample of Community Leaders

The community leaders were chosen in the conventional way of identifying
such persons. At the cutset, positional leaders in the community were called
upon to list those persons in the community whom they felt could be charac-
terized as influential persons in the community.' Thesé 1ists were combined
and the persons listed by the positional leaders were cpntacted and also asked
to supply 3 list of names of persons whom they thought were‘influential in the
community. The process was repeated several times until a representative list
of leaders evolved. [Irom this final list, twenty-five individuals were chosen
at pandom and contacted regarding the questionnaire. 0f the twenty-five
individuals, eighteen gompleted the interview schedule. ,

Some characteristics of this sémple group are 1isted in Table 1. In
general, the characteristics of the community leaders differ considerably

from either the characteristics of the sample county or from the household

respondents.
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(Table 1 about here)

The Household Sample

A county highway map delineating enumeration districts and marking the
location of ogcupied housing units was utilized to derive the sample. A grid
was superimposed upon the map in such a manner that each square in the grid
contained ten occupied housing units. After eliminating those squares con-
taining any population regiding in towns or villages, each square was assigned
an identification number and the required number of squares from each enumera-
tion district was randomly choseﬁ. The persons living in the selected areas
were then personally interviewed and 72 completed questionnaires were cbtained
for this study. The size of both sample groups was determined by the require-
ments set forth in the S-7¢ guidelines.

The characteristics of thé household sample, like the characteristics ot
the commnunity leaders, differed considerably from the characteristics of the
county populatioh in general. Unfortunately, no data are available specifi-
cally for what has been defined here as the open-country rural populat%on, so
it is not possible to determine exactly how representative the sample is.
However, given the sampling procedure, there is little reason to doubt that a
representative sample was obtained.

Because of'the large blac’ population of the county, the responses of
the black individuals were analyzed separately as a subsample of the total

household group. There wers thirty-one black respondents.
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» 1ldentification of Community Needs and Progress

In the personal interview, respondents were.asked to state whether the
situation described in questions had "{mproved," "remained .the same" or "gotten
worse" since 1960. They we;e further asked to rate the current status of each
of the situa}ions deseribed as either "very good," “pretty good," "fair," or
"poor." Utilizing the total number of responses to each question, an average
response was calculated on the basis of a weighted averaging method much like
the method used to calculate cumulative grade averages. The questions and
their average scores are presented in Table 2. The items which received the

highest and lowest scores are briefly discussed in the following two sections.
(Table 2 about here)

Ttems with Most Favorable Responses

All of the community leaders felt the county had improved as a place to
live since 1960, and a substantial percentage of both the total hcuseﬁold
sample and the Black subsample concurred with this evaluation. The average
response of the community leaders to the question concerning the present
status of the codnty as a place to live was "pretty good" to "very good."

The average response of the total household group was that the county was a
"pretty good" place to live while the average response of the black subgroup
was "fair" to "pretty good."

The five questions which received the most favorable response in each of
the three sample groups are listed in Table 3. There was a considerable
amount of variation among the three groups. Only the question concerned with
opportunities for biacks was included in all three groups.

All of the community leaders felt that the situation for blacks had

000v



6
improved since 1960, while ninety percent sf the household group and ninety-
three percent of the blacks were of the same opinion.

The quality of medical care and health services was rated high among the
to*al household group and the black subgroup. Further, sixty-nine percent of
the hcusehola group and eighty-three percent of the blacks felt the situation

had improved since 1560.
(Table 3 about here)

The community leaders, however, did not share this high opinion of
medical care and health services. They placed this item among the ten re-
ceiving the lowest average score. However, sixty-three percent of the leaders
did feel that there had been an improvement in this area since 1960, but the
remaining thirtv-seven percent felt there had been no change. Mich of the
difference in attitude toward the quality of medical care can probably be
explained by the more favorable soéio-economfc characteristics of the com-

. . .
munity leaders in that pessibly they perceived a greater need for medical
attention and medical specialists. ?

The total household group and the black subgroup alsc ranked the item
concerned with the qualiity of private schools among the five items receiving
the most favorable scores. Although the community leaders did not rank it
among the five top items, there was very little difference in the average
score of this item among the three groups. In fact, the community leaders
actually rated the quality of private schools slightly higher than either of
the other two groups.

The situaticn, however, was quite different regarding the attitudes

toward public schocls. While this item was included among the five items
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receiving the most favorable response among blacks, both the community leaders
and the household group rated the quality of public schools low emough to be
included among the five items receiving the lowest score for these two groups.

ixty-nine percent of the community leaders felt the quality of the public

schools had "gotten worse" and thirty-two percent of the.iotal househe'q
sample were of the same opinion. In contrast, all of the black resp.  ats
felt the situation had improved.

Items with Least Favorable Responses

There was very little variation among the three sample groups regarding
the five items which received the least favorable responses (see Table 4).
All five items which received the lowest scores from the leaders also received
the lowest scores from the household group. Three of the five items were also
found among those receiving the lowest scores from the black resnrondents.

Obedience to the laws was a major concern of all three groups of
respondents. The community leaders considered "obedience to laws, by all,
young and old" £§ be only "fair" while the household groups and-Black subgroup
considered it to be "fair" to "pretty good." While the  respondents in both
the household and'the black groups felt that there had been essentially no
change in the situation since 1960, the community leaders generally felt that

the situation had become worse.

(Table 4 about here)

Crime ard law enforcemert was another major problem identified by
respondents in ail three groups. The community leaders, while they did con-
sider it to be @ major problem, did feel that law enforcement was somewhat

hvetter than either the total household group or the black group of respondents.
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Respondents im all three groups felt that there had been essentially no change
in the situaticn since 1960. The differences in opinion between the community
leaders and the remaining respopdents are probably in part due to their
respective positions in the county.

The questicn related to polities and political parties was also among the
five items receiving the lowest scores by both the community leaders and the
toral household grsup. Black respondents also considered this to be a probleﬁ
although nct so much of one as the other two groups. The community leaders
generally felt that there had been no change in the situation since 1960, while
the other *wo groups felt that there had been some improvement in this regard.

Pespondents in all three groups rated recreational facilities low enough
that this item was included among the five items receiving the lowest score.
The scores for all three grcups were similar with the respondents generally
considering the recreational facilities to be only "fair" to "pret;y good."
However, respondents in all three groups felt that there had been some improve-
ment in recreational facilities since 1960. The black respondents indicated
slightly more improvement than either of the other groups.

The black gréup of respondents also considered real income to be a major
problem (as did the remaining two groups, but to a lesser degree). However,
while both the community leaders and the total household group noted some
irprovement since 1960, the hlack respondents felt the situation had become
wérse for them. ‘hese differences probably reflect in part the general state
of the jol market ard the lower education of the black respondents. Indeed,
the tlack res;yondents dicd consider job opportunities to be a major probtlem.

In contrast, this questisn recelved thé most favorable response from the coin-

runi*v leaders ard was rated juite high in the household group. Even with
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this variatiofl, all three groups noted considerable improvement since 1960,

Comparison of Responses

To test the hypothesis that the responses of the coqmunity leaders would
be significantly different from the responses of the persons participating in
the household survey, the Kolmogorov-Smirnov test was utilized. More speci-
fically, the chi-square approximation utilizing the "D" statistic was used.
The statistic thus ohtained is approximated by the chi-square distribution
with two degrees of freedom. This test was thought appropriate because it
utilizes ordinal data and is adequate with a small sample. The test, however,
becomes conservative as the size of the sample decreases.

A series of specific hypotheses was developed regarding each of the
items included in the questionnaire. while this list is not presented here
due to its length, the hyputheses «<ere of such a nature that it was exéecxeu
that the community leaders would usually respond to the questions more

favorably than the household sample or the black sample.
(Table 5 about here)

In general, there was a relatively high degree of agreement between the
jeaders arnd the household sample in that there were highly significant dif-
ferences cn only four questions. The commurity leaders and the black sample
had significant differences ~n only five questions. These questions and the
associated chi-square values are listed in Table 5.

In the comparisons lLetween the responses of the jeaders and the total
household cample, the leaders consistently answered the questions more

favorably. in ine comy.arisen with the black group, the community leaders
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10
answered fourrcf the five questions more favorably, “he exception being the
question dealing with the quality of the public scﬁocls.

Despite these questions where there was significant disagreement, there
does appear to be sufficient data to suggest that there is a considerable
amouné cf coﬁmunication between the leaders located in the towns and open-
country rural residents. The leaders do seem to be generally aware of the

problems of the open-country rural population even though they do not live

in these areas and have quite different socio-economic profiles.

Summar

There are basically two ways of evaluating socio-economic change in an
area over a given period of time. The first of these is through the evalua-
tion of objective Jata such as census materials, public health records, tax
records, and other similar sources of data. The second method consists of
asking the persons living in the area to give their own estimation of changes
in the quality of their life. It is this latter approach which has been
utilized in this paper.

Some general trunds are apparent from the data. %he community leaders
with a few exceptions tended to rate the current situation more favorably
than either the household group or the black subgroup of respondents. The
attitudes of respondents in all three groups toward progress since 1960 was
similar, with respondents generally perceiving the situation to have improved.
The notalle exceptions to this among the community leaders were the situations
concerning cobedierice to laws and the quality of public schools. Among the
total household group, suvme progress was indicated among all the items.while

amcng the black respordents a slight decline in the situation concerned with
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reas income was noted.

.. peta:Pai, scores for all three groups of respondents were lovest for the
questions conceru;d with county government. Among the comnunity leaders, the
gquestions concerned with educational opportunities were ranked second lcwest.
{nterestingly enough, the black respondents responded more favorably to tne
group of que%tions concerned with educational opportunities than tc any other
group. Among hoth the household group and the black group of respondents,
there was some concern with income as evidenced by the relatively low scores
-n this ser of guestions. These <wo groups were also somewhat more concerned
about the environmental conditions than the community leaders. Questicns
concerning the availability of community services received fairly favorable
responses frem all the respondents. The only exception was the q;estion cen-

cerning the availatility of recreational opportunities.

Community leaders did appear to be aware of needs of the cpern-country
population althougn there were some important differences, particularly

regarding job opportunities for blacks in the open-country areas.
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Table 1. Selected Demographic Characteristics of the Sample Groups

f . Community Household Black
Characteristic Leaders Sample Subsample
Median Age 59 7.9 61.8
Race: White 100.0% 54.9% -

Black - 45.1% 100.0%
Sex: Male 68.7% 73.2% 64.5%
Female 31.3% 26.8% 35.5%
Median Years of
tducation 15.5 8.3 6.5
Marital Status
Married 87.4% 60.6% 48.%%
Never married €.3 5.6 6.4
Divorced .- 2.8 -
Separated - 2.8 6.4
Widowed 6.3 26.8 35.5
No information - 1.4 3.2
Occupation
Homemaker 12.5% 5.6% 6.u4%
Farm operatcer or
manager - 9.9 -
farm laborer or
foreman - 2.8 6.
Manager, proprietor,
professional, )
technical 8l.2 5.6 i
Sales .- b,2 -
Clerical - 2.8 -
Craftsman and
foreman ) - 2.8 -
Oreratives - 11.3 9.7
Service workers .- 3.9 16.1
Domest ic service -- 5.6 12.9
Lator -- 11.3 12.9
Pisabled - 7.0 12.9
kKetired 6.3 19.7 19.4
lic information -- 1.5 3.3
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Table 2. Average Scores for Fach Juestion Asked of Kespoadents

o ‘Current_Situation® Improveng:nt Since 1960%%

Community Total Blach Communicy Total “Black
Question Leaders Household Group Leaders Household Group

Questions Related Yo
County Gaovernnent

Qual ity of coumy govern-
ment (more o: less, honest,

etfiecient, progressive, etc.) 3.13 2.6 2.85 2.3 2.3 2.7
Pulitics and political

Par’.ies 2.60 20“9 2-€'8 2-0 2.5 ?;5
Crime: and law enforcement 2.50 2.2% 2.1 2.1 2.1 2.0

Opedience to the laws by
all sitizens 2.06 2.40 2.u44 1.2 Z.1 2.3

Questiones kelated to
Educational Jportunities:

Gua ity of putliic schools 2.1y 2.57  3.0u4 . 1.8 2.3 3.0
Quality of private schonis 3.20 3.18 3.00 Jeb 2.3 2.8

Oppurtunities for education

and +raining beycrnd high

schocl for People in tie — e

county . 2.8 2.83 2.8 2.6 2.7 2.8

Guestions kelated to
Enviconmental Conditions:

Situation with regaid to
agriculture and land use 3.u0 2.7¢ 2.68 2.6 2.5 2.5

Quality of the physical
environmrit (air, water,

(cont inued)

scil and {orests) 3.31 2.79 2.m 2.6 2.6 2.7
. Questions Relating to the

Availability of Services:
: §uality of medical care
i and health services 2.81 2.94  3.07 2.6 2.1 2.8
; Welfare programs 3.07 2.75  2.73 2.2 2.8 2.7
i
-
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Table 2. Average Scores for.Each Question Askeé of .espondents, Continued

Current Situation* Improvement Since 19go®*
Community Total Black Community Total Black
Question Leaders Household Group Leaders Household Group
Quality of roads and
transporation systems 3.25 2.96 2.90 3.0 2.9, 2.8
Recreational opportunities 2.44 2.54% 2.,%0 2.4 2.5 2.C
Quality of churches and
religion 3.25 2.94 2.90 2.3 2.5 2.4
Public utilities. 3.50 2.92 2.77 3.0 2.8 2.9
Provision of good housing
(building of public housing,
subsizied housing for low
income persons, etc.) _ 3.25 2.98 3.08 3.0 2.7 2.8
Questions Relating to Income:
Income for people who work . *
for wages 3.13 2.%1 2.85 3.0 2.9 2.8
Job opportunities for ,
County resjdents 3.5¢ 2.83 2.59 2.9 2.9 2.7
Real income ‘ 2.88 2.64 2,52 . 2.8 2.2 1.9
Questions Relating to Quality
of Life in Ceneral:
Juality of life for poor people 3.06 2.80 2.79 3.0 2.7 2.6
Situation and opportunities
for young people 2.63 2.84  2.96 2.9 2.6 2.6
Situation for old people 2.63 2.80 2.80 2.6 2.5 2.5
Situation and opportunities
The county as a place to live 3.69 3.11  2.97 3.0 2.7 2.6
* Yery Gooau 4.0 &% Iimproved 3.0
Pretty Good 3.0 Mo change 2.0
Fair 2.0 (otten Worse 1.0
Puor 1.0 '

-
-
b
N |




Table 2. Average Scores for Each Question Asked of Respondents, Continued

Current Situation® Improvement Since 1960%#
Community Total Black Community Total Black
Question Leaders Household Group Leaders Household Group
Quality of roads and
transporation systems 3.25 2.96 - 2.90 3.0 2.9 2.8
Recreational opportinities 2.44 2.54  2.50 2.4 2.5 2.6
Quality of churches and
Peligion 3025 2.9“ 2090 2-3 ?-5 20“ *
Public utilities 3.50 2.92  2.77 3.0 2.8 2.9
Provision of good housing
(building of public housing,
subsizied housing for low
income persons, etc.) 3.25 2.98 3.08 3.0 2.7 2.8
Questions Relating to Income:
Income for people who work )
Jol: opportunities for
wounty residents 3.56 2.83 2.%9 2.9 2.9 2.7
Real income 2.88 2.64 2,52 2.8 2,2 1.9
Questions Relating to Quality
of Life in General:
Quality of life for poor people 3.06 2.80 2.79 3.0 2.7 2.6
3ituation and opportunities
for young people 2.63 2.84 2.96 2.9 2.¢ 2.6
Situation for old people 2.63 2.80 2.90 2.6 2.5 2.5
Situation and opportunities
for blacks 3.13 2.99 2.96 3.0 2.9 2.7
The caunty as a place to live 3.69 3.11 2.97 3.0 2.7 2.6

k Very Good 4.0 %% Iwproved 3.0
Pretty Good 3.0 No change 2.0
Fair 2.0 Gotten Worse 1.0
Foor 1.0
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Table 3. Items Receiving the Most Favorable Response from Each
Group of Respondents, Listed in Descending Order-

Community Leaders

Household Sample

Black Subgroup

Job opportunities for
county residents

Public utilities

Situation with regard
to land use

Guality of physical
environment

Situation and opportuni-
ties for blacks

5.

Quality of private schools

Situation and opportuni-
ties for blacks

Quality of life for poor
people

Quality of roads and
transportation

Quality of medical care
and health services

Provision of geod housing

Quality of medical care

and health services

Quality of public schools

Quality of private schools

Situation and opnortunities
for blacks

otst
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Table 4. Items Receiving the Least Favorable Response from Each
Group of Respondents, Listed in Descending Order

L]

Community Leaders

Household Sample

Black Subgroup -

1.

3.

Obedience to the laws
by all, young and old

Quality of public schools

Recreational opportunities

Crime and law enforcement

Politics and political
parties

1.

3.

Crime and law enforcement

Obedience to the

laws by

all, young and old

Politics and political

parties

Recreational opportunities

Quality of putlic schools

1.

2.

o

Crime and law enforcement

Obedience to the laws by
all, young and old

. Recreational opportunities

Real income

Job opportunities for
countv residents
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T8ble 5.

Significant Differences were tound

Chi-square Valu«s for Thcse Questions for which

fluestion

Community Leaders/
Household Sample

Communitvy Leaders/
Black Subsample

1. Quality of public schools N.A. 14,180
2. Situation with regard to

agriculture and land use 8. 4QikR 8.50%¢
3. Public utilities 9. 25%k 9.13%
4. Job opjoriunities for

county residents B.ug%N 16 .88%%
5. The county.as a place

to live 9.63%k 7.77%
% Cignificant at .05 level

%% Significant at .0l level

N.A.

Not applicable

.
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