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and 1980 that indicate general spending and revenues will grow at a
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and $9 billion in 1980. The major element tending to mitigate the
rise in spending is the expected leveling in enrollments in
educational institutions and in the number of welfare recipietts. The
outlook for a somewhat higher rate of inflation in the seventies than
in the sixties tends to narrow the full savings that might otherwise
result. The publication suggests that the ability of States and
localities to achieve a lasting state of financial balance is
predicated on policy decisions on how potential surpluses will be
used, future federal policy with respect to grant-in-aid programs,
the manner in which the current controversy over local public school
finance is resolved, and the willingness of State-local units to cut
back from recent accelerated rates of expenditure growth to increases
that are more in line with longer-term averages. (Author/DN)



U.S. DEPARTMENT OP HEALTH,
EDUCATION I WELPAEll
NATIONAL INSTITUT! OP

EDUCATION
THIS DOCUMENT HAS BEEN REPRO
DUCED EXACTLY AS RECEIVED FROM

THE PERSON OR ORGANIZATION ORIGIN
ATING IT POINTS OF VIEW OR OPINIONS

STATED DO NOT NECESSARILY REPRE

SENT OFFICIAL NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF
EDUCATION POSITION nR POLICY.

`PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE THIS COPY.
RIGHTED MATBRIAL HAS BEEN GRANTED BY

(lax
TO ERIC ANO ORG0N/ZATIONS `OPERATING
UNDER AGREEMENTS WITH THE NATIONAL IN-
STITUTE OF EDUCATION FURTHER REPRO.
RUCTION OUTSIDE THE ERIC SYSTEM RE-
QUIRES PERMISSION OF THE. COPYRIGHT
OWNER

The Financial Outlook
State and Local

Goforvernment to1980

°UN§

Tax Foundation, Inc.

50 Rockefeller Plaza
New York, N.Y.10020



Copyright 197d

TAX FOUNDATION, INC.

*

Research Publication No. 28 (New Series)
Price $2.60 Per Copy

*

Permission to quote from or to reproduce
material from this publication is granted

when due acknowledgement is made.

* *

Printed in U.S.A.



Board of Trustees
Nenerary Chairman

JOHN W. HANES

Chskman

W. ALLEN WALLIS
Chancellor, University of Rochester

Fmk lent

W. J. Mc Nam
Consultant, Fairchild Milk? Corporation

Wee Chairmen

WILLUID F. ROCKWELL, JR,
Chairman, Rockwell International

Minoan of the Esecvlive Committee

ALGER B. CHAPMAN
Chairman, Squibb Corporation

Trseserw

FRED J. LEARY, JR.
Senior Vice President, Bankers Trust Company

Inecutive BMW
ALFRED PARKER

GERHARD D. BLEICKEN
Chairman
John Hancock Mutual Life insurance Company

THE HoN. HARRY F. BYRD, Jn.
U.S. Senator from Virginia

ALEXANDER CALDER, Jn.
Chairman, Union Camp Corporation

NORTON CLAPP
Chairman, Weyerhaeuser Company

DAVID C. COLLIER
Treasurer, General Motors Corporation

NORRIS DARRELL
Partner, Sullivan & Cromwell

JOHN D. DEBUTFS
Chairman, American Telephone & Telegraph Company

ROBERT DI G.oRato
Chairman, Di Giorgio Corporation

CRIS DOBBINS
Chairman, Ideal Basic Industries, Inc.

JAMES H. EVANS
President, Union Pacific Corporation

CHARLES T. FISHER, III
President, National Bank of Detroit

PRENTIS C. HALE
Chairman, Executive Committed
BroadwayHals Storm Inc.

FRED L. HARTLEY
President, Union Oil Company of California

JACK K. HORTON
Chnirman, Smnitirn California Edison Company

GILBERT Al. liUMPRREY
Chairman, T. *.,ritsa Mining Company

DAVID J. JONI' ti
Vice President Finance, Exxon Corporation

DONALD P. KIRCHER
President, The Singer Company

THOMAS M. MACIOCE
President, Allied Stores Corporation

WALTA'R T. MARGETTS, JR.
President and Treasurer
Hudson and Manhattan Corporation

WILLIAM MCC. MARTIN, JR.

AUGUSTINE H. MARUSI
Chairman & President, Borden, Inc.

PAUL W. MCCRACKEN
Edmund Spa Day University
Professor of Business Administration
The University of Michigan

JAMES P. MCFARLAND
Chairman, General Mills, Inc.

HERBERT J. MILLER
Federal Affairs Counselor, Tax Foundation

RAYMOND MOLEY

JOHN W. PARTRIDGE
Chairman, The Columbia Gas System, Inc.

W. THOMAS RICE
Chairman, Seaboard Coast Line Railroad Company

RAYMOND SAULNIER
Professor of Economics, Columbia University

ROBERT D. STUART, JR.
President, Quaker Oats Company

GEORGE G. TYLER
Partner, Cravat*, Swains & Moors

ROBERT C. TYSON

ALVIN W. VOOTLE, JR.
President, The Southern Company

JOHN F. WATLINOTON, JR.
President, Wachovia Bank & Trust Company

ARTHUR M. WOOD
Chairman, Sears, Roebuck & Company

frusta on Leavo

THE HON. ARTHUR F. BURNS

Trustees Advisory Council
HENRY T. BODMAN

S. SLOAN COLT

FREDERIC G. noNNEn

Alfred
of ThFoundation rustees

Alfred P. Sloan

WALLIS H. DUNCKEL

BYRON K. ELLIOTT

RICHARD C. CIERSTENHERO
Chairman, General Motors Corporation

FREDERICK R. KAPPF:L

GUY E. SNAVELY

JAMES M. SYMES

DONALD F. VALLEY

CLOUD WAMPLER

THEODORE 0. YNTEMA



Foreword

Six years ago a Tax Foundation study
projected the outlook for state-local
government finances in the decade
ahead, under a carefully specified set of
assumptions. The 1966 study, Fiscal
Outlook for State and Local Government to
1976, accurately foresaw a number of
developments which have since occurred.
Yet in various respects, the course of
events has veered from the path as-
sumed, with the result that both revenue
and expenditure levels are now running
far higher than was suggested by
developments up to the mid-1960's.

By their nature, projections are not
predictions or forecasts. They can tell
only what will happen under the assump-
tions specified. When the course of
events departs significantly from earlier
assumptions, the projected levels of
activity become outdated, and it is time
for a new assessment of the outlook.

This study, accordingly, is designed
to revise the previous projections of
state and local finance made for the year
1975, and to present new estimates
extending to 1980. The background sec-
tion (Chapter II) gives a capsule view
of developments since 1965, the cutoff
date for the previous study, and

describes the approach and method-
ology, underlying assumptions, and gen-
eral plan of this study.

Within the economic environment
specified, the study estimates the levels
of expenditure for each major state-local
function which would prevail in 1975
and 1980 with real rates of increase per
workload or population unit equal to
those of the 1960's. The revenue
potential from present sources and
prospects for debt financing are next
analyzed. Based on these magnitudes,
and other claims on state-local funds,
the study evaluates the prospective
ability of state and local governments
generally to meet their financial obliga-
tions during the 1970's.

Elsie M. Watters, Director of Studies,
was primarily responsible for the re-
search and preparation of this study.

The Tax Foundation is a private, non-
profit organization founded in 1937 to
engage in non-partisan research and
public education on the fiscal and man-
agement aspects of government. It
serves as a national information agency
for individuals and organizations con-
cerned with government fiscal problems.

C

TAX FOUNDATION, INC.
October 1972
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I.

Summary and Conclusions

Long the leading "growth" sector of
the eonomy, state-local government
finance gained added momentum in
the period front 1965 to 1970, as a new
and higher growth rate was superim-
posed on the previous pattern. General
spending rose from $75 billion in fiscal
1905 to $131 billion in 1970, or more
than three-fourthE. Annual rates of
expansion, which had eased to 71 per-
cent in the first half of the sixties,
jumped to an average of 12 percent in
the last half and extended up to 13 and
14 percent in the most recent years re-
ported, far exceeding increases in any
other major sector of the economy.

The rise in expenditures was met in
part from expanded revenues from
existing sources, generated by economic
growth and inflation, as well as through
rapidly rising Federal grants. The added
amounts from these sources, however,
were insufficient to sustain the upsurge
in spending. To make up the difference,
state-local government units levied new
taxes, raised the rates of taxes in effect,
put higher price tags on services sold
almost doubling these nontax revenues- -
and borrowed amounts which increased
their financial indebtedness by 44 per-
cent.

As of mid-1972, state-local budgets
generally were in a more comfortable
financial position than had been experi-
enced for many years. This condition
resulted largely from extensive statutory
tax increases in 1971, the accelerated
pace of economic activity, and the sharp

rise in Federal categorical grants in
1971 and 1972. There were also indica-
tions that the expansion in revenues was
accompanied by some reduction in
the rate of expenditure increase. More-
over, the states and localities, by the
end of fiscal 1973, were still to receive
some $8 billion in Federal grants under
the revenue-sharing program enacted in
late 1972.

This study probes the influences be-
hind recent trends in state-local finance,
and attempts to ferret out the dominant
influences during the remainder of the
seventies. Revised projections of state-
local finance for fiscal year 1975 update
those published by the Tax Foundation
six years ago, and new projections are
presented for 1980.

The findings of the study furnish
grounds for cautious optimism con-
cerning the state-local fiscal outlook.
Under the conditions assumed, general
spending and revenues would grow at a
pace which would tend to generate
surpluses of some $13 billion in 1975 and
$9 billioq in 1980.

The optimism springs from the incl.,
tion that general revenues from ; t.,

existing structure, without legislativt,
changes in tax rates and with Federal
aid programs as now legislated, would
produce somewhat more than enough
to provide real cost increases per srri.;ce
unit equal to thwe experienced during
the sixties as a whole. The major
element tending to mitigate the rise in

11
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Table 1.1

State-Local General Expenditures

Actual and Projected, Fiscal Years 1960-1980

Amount (bIlKons)
Percent Increase

Actual Projected
1960- 1970-

I'74nction 1960 1970 1975 1980 1970 1980

Total $51.9 $131.3 $214.8 $320.0 153 144
Education* 18.7 52.7 80.7 116.9 182 122
Local schools 15.2 37.5 55.5 78.9 147 111
Higher education 3.2 12.9 21.8 33.2 324 157

Highways 9.4 16.4 23.0 29.8 74 82
Public welfare* 4.4 14.7 27.1 39.5 233 169
Cash payments 3.3 7.4 13.4 19.7 123 167
Medical care .5 5.0 10.0 14.2 923 182

Health and hospitals 3.8 9.7 17.6 29.9 155 209
All other 15.5 37.8 66.3 104.0 144 175

a. Includes Items not shown separately.
Sources Actual data from U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census; projections by Tax

Foundation.

spending is the expected leveling in en-
rollments in educational institutions and
in the number of welfare recipients.
The outlook for a somewhat higher rate
of inflation for the seventies than in the
sixties as a whole, as incorporated in
the projections, tends to narrow the
full savings that might otherwise result.

Apart from the caveats implied in
the study's assumptions, the ability of
states and localities to achieve a lasting
state of financial balance is predicated
on: (1) policy decisions as to how poten-
tial surpluses will be used; (2) future
Federal policy with respect to grant-in-
aid programs; (3) the manner in which
the current controversy over local public
school finance is resolved; and (4) the
willingness of state-local units to cut
back from recent accelerated rates of
expenditure growth to increases which
are more in line with longer-term
averages.

12

The fourth caveat deserves special
emphasis. State-local spending in recent
years has grown at rates (13 and 14
percent annually) which are not sustain-
able over an indefinite period without
new legislative initiatives to enlarge the
revenue base. There is of course nothing
inexorable about the continuation of any
particular historical spending pattern.
However, in a rapidly rising sector of
the economy, where aspirations seem
persistently to reach new pinnacles,
temptations to spend available funds
will be powerful. To some extent dis-
satisfaction over high taxes may be off-
setting. Perhaps the most realistic
interpretation of this study's findings is
not that surpluses will actually occur,
but that the states and localities will
have greater discretion in shaping tax,
spending, and debt policies-more alter-
natives from which to choose-than in
many years. One possibility is the rare
option of tax rate reduction.

I.5_



EXPENDITURES

According to the projections, state-
local general spending will rise from$131
billion in fiscal 1970 to $320 billion in
1980. (See Table 1.1.) The ten-year rise
of 144 percent would be somewhat less
than the 153 percent growth in the
past decade. In terms of annual rates,
the 1970-1980 rise is equivalent to 9.3
percent, compared to a 9.7 percent
annual rate in the sixties acs a whole.
Higher rates, averaging 10 percent
annually, are portrayed in the first
half of the projection period, slowing to
8 percent in the latter half of the
decade.

Education and welfare are the two
most costly services, and together ac-
counted for nearly three-fifths of the
rise in total spending from 1965 to 1970.
Slower growth in both of these eate-
gGries is expected in the seventies, For

all other services combined (i.e., the
total less education and welfare), out-
lays are seen as rising at annual rates
somewhat higher than in the decade of
the sixties, reflecting differential rates
of growth in prices. Among the major
categories of expenditure, the greatest
proportionate growth shows up in
sanitation and sewerage, health and
hospitals, welfare, interest on general
debt, and the variety of functions
grouped under "miscellaneous,"

Spending would continue to rise at
rates above population and income
gains, with outlays per $1,000 of per-
sonal income growing from $169 in
1970 to $194 in 1980. In per capita
terms, the rise is from $644 in 1970
to $1,386 in 1980, or 115 percent. The
indicated per capita spending level in
1980 is almost five times the 1900
amount (Table 142)4

Table 1.2
Per Capita Expenditures for Selected State-Local Functions

Actual and Projected, Fiscal Years 1960-1980

Function

Amount
Percent increase

Actual Projected
1960-
1970

1970-
19801960 1970 1975 1980

Total general $289 $644 $993 $1,386 123 115
Education 104 259 373 506 148 96
Highways 53 81 106 129 5! 60
Public welfare 25 72 125 171 193 137
Health and hospitals 21 47 82 130 124 173
Police and fire 16 32 48 70 101 120

General controls 12 23 34 49 95 114

Interest on general debt 9 21 35 54 131 152

Sanitation and sewerage 10 17 40 49 74 193

Housing and urban
renewal 5 10 17 25 119 141

Other general 35 82 133 203 133 147

a, Includes financial administration,
Some: Actual data from U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census; projections by Tax

Foundation.
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Education

Forty cents of every dollar of state-
local general outlays supports public
education. The cost of education is
estimated to increase from $53 billion
in 1970 to $117 :Anion in 1980, or by
122 percent. This averages out at 8,3
percent annually, as compared to a rate
of 10.9 percent in the period from 1960
through 1970. Local public schools will
continue to account for over two-thirds
of the total; however, greater propor-
tionate increases are expected in colleges
and universities. A relaxation in enroll-
ment pressures is expected to exert a
dampening influence on increases in
both current and capital spending.
Whereas local public school enrollments
rose by 10 million (nearly one-third)
during the sixties, they have already
reached a plateau at around 46 million,
where they are expected to remain
throughout the seventies. While college
enrollments will go up by about the
same absolute number as in the past
decade (260,000 additions a year), the
percentage rate is less than half as much.
Based on trends in the sixties, operating
costs per student in local public schools
would rise by over 8 percent annually,
and those in higher education by 6 per-
cent per year.

The slowing in enrollment growth of
public schools and colleges alone will
"save" states and localities close to $30
billion by 1980; i.e., spending would be
$30 billion higher in that year if en-
rollments and per student costs were to
grow as rapidly as in the 1960 -1970
decade.

Local public school costs, despite the
stationary enrollments, would more than
double between 1970 and 1980, rising
from $37 billion to $79 billion. The full
study discusses possible develi)pments,
including changes in methods of financ-

14

ing, which would raise the projected
spending levels.

In contrast to a more than quad-
rupling in outlays for higher education
in the sixties, these costs are estimated
to rise about 2f times, from $13 billion
in 1970 to $33 billion in 1980.

Public We (fare

Public welfare turned up the biggest
surprises in recent years. Long the
third-ranking state-local function in
terms of dollar costs, welfare moved into
second positionnext to educationin
1971. In the first half of the sixties, wel-
fare spending grew at 7f percent an-
nually; in the ensuing five years, at 18
percent a year. Unusually large increases
continued into 1971 and 1972.

The number of welfare.recipients rose
from 7.8 million in 1965 to 13.8 million
in 1970, and by June 1972 had reached
15 million, nearly 11 million of whom
were in the aid for families with de-
pendent children (AFDC) category. A
number of socio-economic and program
factors contributed to the sharp rise.
Some grew out of the war on poverty,
such as formation of community action
groups to help the poor, the National
Welfare Rights Organization, and the
civil rights movement in general. All
these factors contributed to a greater
awareness by the poor of their legal
right to public assistance. Court decis-
sions, and state actions expanding
programs to take advantage of matching
Federal funds, were also contributing
factors.

Recent trends suggest that many of
these pressures influencing the growth
in caseloads during the last half of the
sixties may have spent their major
force, In the 12 months ending June
1972, the increase in cash payment
recipients was only 7 percent, in com-



parison with 21 percent in the preceding
12 months. Moreover, recent initiatives
at both Federal and state levels will
tend to restrain state-local outlays for
money payments, medical services under
Medicaid, and social services.

The burgeoning in AFDC caseloads
was perhaps the most dramatic factor
on the welfare scene in recent years,
and accounted for 40 percent of the
rise in welfare spending during the six-
ties. The increase in costs of medical
assistance as a result of implementing
the 1965 Federal law establishing Medi-
caid, however, represented 45 percent of
the total increase.

The projections indicate total welfare
outlays of $39 billion in 1980, more than
21 times the 1970 amount of $15 billion,
with the general expansion spread among
cash living allowances, medical pay-
ments, and (idler services. The projected
annual increase rate, 10 percent, com-
pares with about 13 percent from 1960
to 1970, and with considerably higher
rates in recent years.

Highways and Streets
The provision and maintenance of

some 3.8 million miles of highways and
streets represents the third ranking
state-local service in terms of dollar
costs. The highway share in state-local
budgets declined markedly during the
sixties and is expected to fall further
during the seventies, The projections
indicate an expenditure rise of 82 percent
from 1970 to 1980, from $16 to $30
billion, The projected annual rate, 6.1
percent, is above that of the sixties,
but signifieantly lower than for other
major functions. Because of extremely
large increases in highway construction
and maintenance costs, the real volume
of work has been, and is projected to be,
virtually on a plateau. capital outlays
tnake up about two-thirds of highway

outlays; maintenance expenditures, how-
ever, are increasing at a faster pace.

To some extent highway spending is
restrained by existing financing arrange-
ments, especially in the face of pressures
for spending on projects with seemingly
higher social priorities. A number of
new Federal highway programs have
opened up in recent years, and others
can be expected as the 42,500-mile
interstate system, four-fifths of which is
open to traffic, nears completion (now
scheduled for 1976), Although three-
fourths of all roads and streets lie outside
the Federal aid system, Federal policy
will continue to exert a strong influence
on state-local highway developments.

health and Hospitals

Spending for health and hospitals,
the fourth largest category, is projected
to rise from less than $10 billion in
1970 to $30 billion in 1980, approxi-
mately tripling. The rate--12 percent
annuallyis higher than that of the
sixties as a whole, and above that
indicated for most other services.

State-local governments own and
operate 2,257 hospitals, serving an
average of 630,000 patients daily in
1970. The institutions provide care for
97 percent of patients in all psychiatric
hospitals, about three-fourths of those
in long-term general hospitals, and for
over one-fifth of those in short-term
general hospitals.

Reeent trends, as incorporated in the
projections, imply that, state-local health
and hospital services have held their
share of the market among all public
and private providers of such services
and %rill continue to do so in the years
ahead. In particular, the administrative
role of state-local hospitals in the
nation's tot al has been maintahled, both
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Table 1.3

State-Local General Revenue
Actual and Projected, Fiscal Years 1960-1980

Amount (billions)
Percent increase

Actual Projected
1960- 1970-

1960 1970 1975 1980Function 1970 1980

Total $50.5 $130.8 $227.6 $329.0 159 152
State-local sources 43.5 108.9 179.2 262.1 150 141

Taxes 36.1 86.8 140.3 201.1 140 132
Current charges 5.3 14.9 25.7 39.5 180 166
Miscellaneous 2.1 1.2 13.2 21.5 245 197

Federal grants 7.0 21.9 48.4 67.0 213 206

Source: Actual data from U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census; projections by Tax
Foundation.

for general patients and those needing
specialized treatment.

On the other hand, out-of-pocket
costs to state and local treasuries have
not risen as fast as outlays. These
hospitals beer me more "self-supporting"
during the sixties, as the share of current
expenditures financed from fees and
user charges rose from 27 percent in
1960 to 39 percent in 1970. Medicare and
Medicaid appear to be largely re-
sponsible. These developments confirm
indications six years ago to the effect
that the financial responsibility of state-
local units for health and hospitals
might diminish with the introduction of

REVS

Significant changes in state-local rev-
enue structures took place during the
sixties. The most rapidly rising revenue
sourcein percentage termswas state
income taxation. State and Federal aid
grew far more rapidly than receipts
from local sources. As a result, the share
of local governments in financing state-
local programs dropped from 45 percent
in 1060 to 39 percent in 1070. Revenues
raised by localities in 1970 were about

new financing, but that the administra-
tive role would generally be maintained
or enlarged.

Other Expenditures

The four most costly functions dis-
cussed above make up about 70 percent
of all state-local general spending. Out-
lays for the mixed category "all other,"
including such services as police and
fire, interest on debt, sanitation and
sewerage and othersare projected to
rise from $38 billion in 1970 to $104
billion by 1980, or 17i percent, at a
rate somewhat higher than in the sixties
generally.

NUES

13 percent ($8 billion) less than they
would have been under the 1960
distribution of intergovernmental finan-
cial responsibilities.

Moreover, the performance of the
property tax, beginning about the
middle of the sixties, reflected these
trends. In the postwur period up to
1960 the property tax provided between
46 and 48 percent of state-local taxes.

1.9



This share dropped to 44 percent by
1965 and further to 39 percent by ' 970,
the latest year reported. In terms of it .s

contribution to total state-local genek ,t1
revenues from all sources, the decline
was even more precipitousprop-11,y
tax yields fell from about 33 percent, of
these revenues in 1960 to 26 percent in
1970.

Based on the 1970 structure, general
revenues are projected as rising from
$131 billion in 1970 to $329 billion by
1980, or about 2f times, somewhat
less than during the previous decade.
(See Table 1.3.)

These are the amounts the present
revenue system, without further tax-
raising legislation or new Federal aid
programs, would produce. If the present
tax system were left to itself, total
taxes would rise to around $201 billion
by 1980, about 2.3 times their size in
1970. The outlook would be for a
continuation of more intensive use of
individual income taxes, stability in
general sales tax shares, and further

OVER-ALL

Under the conditions assumed, general
revenues would exceed spending by
around $13 billion in 1975 and by $9
billion in 1980, or by 6 percent and 3
percent, respectively. The margins are
not large, b.rt surpluses of even this
cingnitude would he unusur! for the
general accounts. These accounts are
usually in a deficit position because of
the long-standing tradition of financing
sizable portions of capital outlay by
borrowing, plus some use of short-term
borrowing. Loan proceeds are not in-
cluded in "revenue," and the retirement
of debt issues does not enter as an
"expenditure." The full study explores
debt and other transactions and their
relationship to the general accounts,

declines in the role of selective sales,
property, and miscellaneous taxes. The
property tax, although its role in the
structure would continue to decline, as
has been the pattern in recent years,
would still be by far the largest single
tax source, with yields of around $50
billion by 1975 and $70 billion by 1980.

Nontax revenues from state-local
own sources are projected to grow from
$22 billion in 1970 to $61 billion in
1980.

Federal grants-in-aid, $22 billion in
fiscal 1970 (and an estimated $43 billion
in fiscal 1973), are seen as rising to $67
billion by 1980. The projections assume
the legislative extension of the recently
enacted Federal revenue sharing pro-
gram to 1980. For categorical aid pro-
grams, the projections imply that grants
will grow commensurately with state-
local expenditures for the associated
programs. By 1980 Federal aid would
account for 20 percent of state-local
general revenues, up from 17 percent in
1970.

FINANCE

The study also examines forces in-
fluencing debt financing, and finds that
growth in debt during the sixties was
far less than in the' previous decade
and that outstanding debt rose much
less rapidly than did revenues and
expenditures. Total debt, around $70
billion in 1960, was equal to 1.48 times
annual general revenues from state-
local own sources; by 1970, while debt
had risen to $144 billion, its ratio to
own-source revenues had declined to
1.12. According to the projections, total
debt would rise to $310 billion by 1980.
(See Table 1.4.)

Annual long-term borrowing for new
capital is projected to rise from $18
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billion in 1970 to $26 billion in 1975

and $35 billion by 1980. Cash and
security holdings of state-local units
exclusive of insurance trust systems for
pensions and other purposesare esti-
mated to rise from $64 billion in 1970
to $145 billion in 1980. These represent
funds held as offsets to long-term debt,
funds from the sale of bonds held pend-
ing completion of construction, con-
tingency reserves, and working capital.

CONCLUDING

Within the economic environment
specified, this study has attempted to
answer two basic questions; (1) What
would the existing revenue structure
yield in the seventies if left alonethat
is, without new or higher legislative
increases in taxes, with nontax sources
following their past trends, and with
Federal grants based on programs al-
ready in effect? and (2) What levels of
expenditures could be expected with
rates of improvements in state-local

Examination of the broader scope of
state-local financial transactions leads to
a narrowing of the potential surpluses
as shown in the general accounts, but
the difference rests mainly on somewhat
arbitrary assumptions built into the
model as to the amounts of borrowing,
debt retirement, and additions to liquid
assets. Actually state-local officials can
exercise a considerable degree of discre-
tion in such decisions. (See Table 1.5.)

STATEMENT

services per workload or population unit
equal to those of the sixties as a whole?

It has been shown that, given the as-
sumptions, the present revenue system,
at existing tax rates, will produce about
21 times as much in 1980 as in 1970.

Growing expenditure requirements
would pre-empt much of this growth.
There would, however, within this
framework of analysis, be a budget
margin of some $13 billionaround 6

Table 1.4

Perspectives on State-Lobel Debt

Actual and Projected, Fiscal Years 1960-1980a

Fiscal year

Debt as percent of
Total debt

outstanding Own-source Personal
(billions) revenues Income

Actual:
1960 $ 70.0 148 17

1965 99.5 146 19
1970 143.6 124 18

Projected:
1975 211.2 112 18
1980 310.0 113 19

a. Debt as of the end of the fiscal year.
Source: Actual data from U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census; projections by Tax

Foundation.
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Table 1.5

Summary of Source and Use of Major State-Local Government Funds.
Actual and Projected, Fiscal Years 1965-1980

(Billions)

Actual Projected

Source or use 1965 1970 1975 1980

Source of funds:
General revenue $74.0 $130.8 $227.6 $329.0
Profit on liquor stores .3 .4 .5 .6
New long-term security issues 11.2 12.8 25.9 34.7
Other borrowingb 1.1 4.2 1.5 1.5
Total funds available 86.6 148.2 255.5 365.9

Use of funds:
General expenditures 74.5 131.3 214.8 320.0
Long-term debt retired 5.0 7.0 10.0 15.0
Employee retirement 1.8 3.3 6.1 11.2
Deficit on utility operations 1.0 1.2 2.3 3.8
Additions to liquid assets 4.5 3.7 9.7 10.4
Total funds required 86.9 146.5 242.9 360.3

Funds available less funds
required -.3 +1.6 +12.6 +5.5

a. Excludes receipts, expenditures, and liquid assets of social Insurance systems; utility and liquor
store operations are entered on a net basis. Also excludes some interfund and other transactions
not detailed separately In Bureau of the Census reports.

b. Net increase in total debt outstanding minus the difference between long-term debt issued end
retired.

Source: Actual data from U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census; projections by Tax
Foundation.

percent-in 11175, with the percentage
shrinking somewhat by the end of the
decade. Experience with past budgets
suggests that such margins are highly
volatile.

Nevertheless, the projection results du
not foretell broad general problems of
fiscal crisis for state and local govern-
ments. Nor do they suggest a rosy
financial future for each of the 71,000 or
so taxing jurisdictions. There are needs
not being met, and acute fiscal problems
in some areas, particularly in some large
and old cities. How to solve these
"pocket" problems within our present

intergovernmental revenue system, de-
spite years of discussion, still remains
something of an enigma.

Finally, the projections imply no
value judgment as to how much of the
nation's total resources should be chan-
neled into the public sector, how much
should be financed by each level of
government, or the suitability of dif-
ferent tax sources in supporting govern-
ment programs. Future decisions on
these broad policy questions, as they
evolve, will have an extremely important
influence on the actual course of state-
local finance in the seventies and beyond.
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II.

Background and Assumptions

Six years ago, analysis of the financial
outlook for states and localities led to
the conclusion that, at least in the
aggregate, these governments were bet-
ter off than was generally realized. The
projections were based on information
available through fiscal year 1965 and
on assumptions which seemed appropri-
ate in the existing economic and social
setting. Under the conditions specified,
the conclusions were that existing rev-

enue structureswithout new or higher
statutory rates of taxes, and with growth
in Federal aids already legislated
could support expentliture increases
averaging about 7 percent annually in
the decade ending in 1975. Taking into
account probable caseloads, costs, and
prices, the study found that this rate of
increase could take care of real im-
provement in over-all state-local services
at the same rate as in the previous

Table 2.1

Comparison of 1965-Based .Projections for State-Local Finance
and Actual Results for Fiscal Year 1970

General revenues

Own
sources

Federal
grants

General
Total expenditures

Billions of dollars

Projections:
Original amounts'
Adjusted for "excess" price

growthb
Actual

88.3 20.3 108.6 105.9

100.7 23.1 153.8 120.7
108.9 21.9 130.8 131.3

Percent deviation, actual versus projections

Actual compared to:
Original projections' +23.3 +7.9 +20.4 +24.0
Projections adjusted for "ex-

cess" price growthb +8.1 5.2 +5.7 +8.8

a. Original projections were presented in Fiscal Outlook for State and Local Government to 1975, Tax Foun
dation, New York, 1966.

b. The original projections assumed a general price rise of 1.6% per year, 1965 to 1970; the actual rise
was 4.25% annually. Adjustmen. for this different161 results In raising the 1965based projections by
14% for 1970.
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Table 2.2

Annual Rates of Change, Selected Price and Cost Measures

1960-1970

(Percent)

Series 1960-1965 1965-1970

Consumer price index 1.3 4.2
Medical care prices 2.5 6.2

Hospital daily service charges 6.2 13.4
Construction costs 2.7 6.6
Implicit price deflatorstate-local

purchases 3.1 6.0

Average annual employee salaries:
State-local 4.3 7.0
Private industries 3.7 5.5

Source: Cumputed from data published by U.S. Department of Commerce.

decade, andother financing con-
sideredsurpluses were a possibility in
1970 and 1975.

While the rate indicated was lower
than the annual growth in outlays
during the 1955-65 decadesomewhat
over 8 percentthere were a number of
signs suggesting a tempering of the
future rate of increase. The potentially
decelerating influences were primarily
manifest in the changing population
patterns that lay ahead, and the
catching up that had been achieved on
investment backlogs accumulated during
the forties.

The 1965-Rased Projections and
Recent History

It scarcely needs saying that the
course of events thus far has deviated
substantially from the path indicated by

the projections. In the first five years
following the 1965 benchmark, general
revenues grew not at the rate of 7 per-
cent annually, but by 12.1 percent;
at the same time spending rose by
12.0 percent a year. By 1968, expendi-
tures had almost reached the levels
which had been projected for 1970; and
by 1970, they were 24 percent above
the amounts projected. Revenues were
20 percent higher (Table 2.1).

What caused these substantial dif-
ferences? The major villain was inflation.
The projections assumed moderate rates
of general price increase, according to
the trend of the first part of the sixties.
The actual experience was that general
prices went up three times as rapidly in
the latter half of the sixties as in the
first half. The "excess" rise in prices, as
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compared to the assumed rate, ac-
counted for a sizable portion of the
spread between projected and realized
levels for fiscal 1970. Even with the
adjustment for general prices, however,
the 1970 outlays were nearly 9 percent
higher than the projections, and
revenues about 6 percent higher.

General price measures are not, of
course, altogether suitable for adjusting
public expenditures for price effects,
because governments buy only limited
quantities of the kinds of things that
go into the market basket of the typical
American family. There were similar
"unanticipated" incrementsabove
those in general pricesin state-local
outlays for personal services, which
make up about two-fifths of expendi-
tures, as pressures were put on budgets
to meet employee salary increases
averaging 7 percent annually (com-
pared to 51 percent in the private
sector). (See Table 2.2.) Prices paid for
construction prcjects, hospital and
health services, and still other items
important in state-local budgets, ad-
vanced far more rapidly than did con-
sumer prices generally. Reflecting these
influences, the implicit price deflator
for state-local purchases of goods and
services rose at an annual rate of 6.0
percent from 1965 to 1970, nearly 2
percentage points in excess of the annual
rise in consumer prices generally.'

Adding to these difficulties was the
struggle of states and localities to
finance their share of the explosive
growth in welfareboth cash living
allowances, and increases in the costs of
new Medicaid programs far exceeding

official estimates made when Federal
enabling legislation was enacted in 1965.
There were some moderating influences
as had been foreseen, placing restraints
on expenditure growth in the latter
part of the sixties. For example, the
earlier, decline in birth rates led to
slackening in the rate of increase in
public school enrollments and in other
services for children. Growth in service
requirements for the aged moderated,
reflecting slower increases in the num-
bers in this age group as well as extended
Federal social insurance coverage, in-
cluding Medicare. But such retarding
influences were more than offset by
others working in the opposite direction.

Economic growth and inflation also
had the effect of automatically gen-
erating additional revenues, but not to
the extent of the expenditure increase.
To meet the rise in spending, state-local
general revenues were increased from
$74 billion in 1965 to $131 billion in 1970
($57 billion), or by over three-fourths
(Table 2.3 ). Federal aids, rising rapidly
in this period, provided $11 billion of the
added revenues, but four-fifths of the
increment came from siate-local own
sources, a great deal of it from tax-
raising legislation. In addition, the
states and localities almost doubled their
revenues from charges and fees and
miscellaneous sources from 1965 to 1970.
Moreover, to pay for large capital out-
lays, not all of which are financed from
general revenues, state-local units bor-
rowed in amounts which brought their
gross debt at the end of fiscal year 1970
to $144 billion, 44 percent higher than
five years earlier.

1, state-local expenditures, when adjusted for the rise ht consumer prices, rose et an annual rate of
7.8 percent from 1965 to 1970. as compared to 5.7 percent annually when adjusted by the implicit
price uatlator. This deflator, prepared by the Bureau of Economic Analysis, U.S. Department of
Commerce, Is preferable to the consumer price index in some respects in translating current-dollar
state-local expenditures into real terms. It has two distinct disadvantages, however: it treats
increases in government employee compensation as price increases, allowing for no rise in pro-
duetivity or quality; and it excludes transfer payments.
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Table 2.3

Selected Measures of Change in State-Local Finance

Selected Fiscal Years, 1960-1970
(Dollar Figures in Billions)

Series 1:..40 1965 1970

AIMIN111111

Percent increase

1960-1965 1965-1970 1960-1970

Total expenditures $61.0 $86.6 $148.1 42 71 143
General, total 51.9 74.5 131.3 44 76 153

Education 18.7 28.6 52.7 53 85 182
Public welfare 4.4 6.3 14.7 43 132 233
All other 28.8 39.7 63.9 38 61 122

Capital outlay 15.1 20.5 29.6 36 44 96
Current operations 45.9 66.0 118.4 44 79 158

Total revenues $60.3 $87.8 $150.1 46 71 149
General, total 50.5 74.0 130.8 47 77 159

Own sources 43.5 63.0 108.9 45 73 150
Taxes 36.1 51.2 86.8 42 69 140
Other 7.4 11.7 22.1 58 88 198

Federal grants 7.0 11.0 21.9 58 98 213
Gross debt $70.0 $99.5 $143.6 42 44 105
Wages and salaries $25.2 $38.5 $66.5 53 73 164
Number of employees

(thousands)* 5,530 6,849 8,501 24 24 54

a. Full.time equivalent basis.
Source: Basic data frzm U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, and Bureau of Economic

Analysis. Computations by Tax Foundation.

Underlying Assumptions
In This Study

Recent developments have heightened
awareness of the fact that state-local
finance is responsive to circumstances
and events which also have an important
impact on other sectors of the economy,
including the individual business con-
cern. These influences cover a broad
range of natural, social, economic, and
political elements-both domestic and
international. Underlying the projec-
tions is the basic assumption that there
will be no revolutionary change in any
of these factors during the seventies.
In particular, it is assumed that the
extent of United Stato involvement in

international military conflicts will be
no greater than at present. Another
caveat is that there will be no serious
depression; the projections are con-
sistent, however, with short-run cyclical
swings such as those which have oc-
curred since World War II.

Population. Population trends are
important in appraising the outlook, as
regards both growth in numbers and
changes in characteristics such as age,
regional location, urban-rural-suburban
distribution, ethnic composition, and
other attributes. Trends in most of these
characteristics during the 1970's seem
likely to follow along the patterns
experienced in the past decade. Total
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Table 2.4

Population of Selected Age Groups

Actual and Projected, 1960-1940a

Total
Year population

Elementary
and

secondary
school ageb

College 65 and
age° over 2144

Actual:

Number (thousands)

1960 180,684 44,1% 16,122 16,659 92,177
1965 194,592 50,002 20,202 18,162 96,696
1970 204,800 52,518 24,625 20,156 103,956

Projected:
1975 217,375 49,969 27,714 21,859 112,658
1980 233,798 49,985 29,360 23,703 122,711

Numerical change (thousands)

1960-1970 24,116 8,322 8,503 3,497 11,779
1970-1980 28,998 -2,533 4,735 3,547 18,755.

Percentage change

1960-1970 +13.3 +18.8 +52.7 +20.9 +12.8
1970-1980 +14.2 -4.8 +19.2 +17.6 +18.0

a. As of July 1.
b. Age 5-17.
c. Age 18-24.
Source: U.S. Department of Commerce. Bureau of the Census.

population is projected to rise from
around 205 million in 1970 to 234
million in 1980, 1.3 percent annually,
the same rate as in the past decade.'
There will, however, be some significant
changes in the age distribution with
implications for stn.tn-local finance.

Projections for selected age groups in
1975 and 1980 are show' L in Table 2.4.
These estimates reflect tl e effect of de-
clining birth rates, result ng in a reduc-
tion in the population of elementary and
secondary school age, and a slackening of
more than one-half in the rate of growth

in the college-age group. The number
65 and over will continue to rise at
rates above those of the population at
large and at about the same rate as in
the sixties.

One particular age characteristic
merits mention because it affects poten-
tial economic output. That is the labor
force age group. Whereas this group is
defined technically as those aged 16
and over, most workers are from ages
21 through 64. Almost two-thirds of
total population growth in the seventies
will be in these age groups (21-64), as

2. See Appendix 1 for a range of alternative projections.
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compared to less than one-half the
'population increase during the sixties.

General Economy. Present indica-
tions are that tlm labor force will rise
from 86 million in 1970 to 101 million
by 1980, or by 13 million persons. This
represents an annual increment of 1,5
million, or 1.6 percent. (See Table 2.5.)
Assuming productivity gains of 2.5
percent per worker,' gross national prod-
uct, measured from 1969, would rise
by 4.1 pt cent annually in constant
dollars. The projections are also based
on the assumption that general price
inflation will gradually taper off from
its recent high rates of over 5 percent to
3.5 percent annually by 1973 and will
drop further to 3.0 percent in the latter
half of the seventies.

If these assumptions materialize, gross
national product it: current dollars
would rise from $929 billion in 1969 to
$1.5 trillion in 1973 and $2.1 trillion by
1980. Measured from calendar year
1970, when the economy was in reces-

mien, the current-dollar projected rise
for the deeade is 120 percent, or slightly
over 8 percent annually. It can also be
assumed that changes in income dis-
tribution will continue to follow trends
in the past decade, with larger and larger
portions of all families shifting to
higher income brackets and a decline in
the portion with income below sub-
sistence levels.

Methodology

In state-local governments decisions
to spend are generally not made inde-
pendently of revenue considerations.
Most government units are required to
have balanced budgets for current
operating purposes, and restrictions are
placed on the amounts which can be
borrowed. This linkage between spend-
ing and taxing is most obvious in the
case of the property tax, for which rates
are set periodically in connection with
consideration of local expenditure plans,
e.g., in school districts. Similarly, the

3. This rate is for both the public and private sectors; for the private sector alone, the rate is some-
whLt, higher, since government productivity is held constant in the national income accounts.

Table 2.5

Projections of Selected Economic Aggregates

1970-1980

Series
Actual

1970

Projected

1975 1980

Labor force (millions) 85.9 92.8 100.7

Gross national product (billions):
Current dollars $974 $1,510 $2,140
1969 dollars 923 1,183 1,446

Index numbers (1969 = 100):
General prices 100.0 127.7 148.0
Productivity 100.0 116.0 131.2

Source: Actual data from Bureau of Labor Statistics, U.S. Department of Labor; and Bureau of Economic
Analysis, U.S. Department of Commerce; projections by Tax Foundation.
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governors present to state legislatures
budgets incorporating an expenditure
plan, along with a revenue plan, often
including a request for new or increased
taxes.

There can also be a reverse effect.
Knowledge of the availability of a given
sum in revenues, if it seems larger than
anticipated expenditure, is likely to
evoke pressures for spending the "sur-
plus," given the apparently insatiable
aspirations for more and better govern-
ment services (and higher salaries)
characteristic of the times.

The projections generally do not take
into account the potential interdepend-
ence of revenue and expenditure deci-
sions. Expenditures are projected for
each major function separately without
regard to the manner in which they are to
be financed.' Wherever possible--mainly
in education and public welfarethe
method utilized is that of projecting
caseloads, unit costs, and prices, based
on legislative programs already in effect.
However, an "improvement" factor per
unit is addedequal to the real rate of
change during the sixties as a whole.
Thus to the extent that expenditure
increases per caseload during the past
decade were the result of legislative
changes, similar effects are carried over
into the projections.

For functions for which caseloads are
not readily identifiable or subject to
enumeration, outlays are projected on
the assumption that real per capita
increases will he equal to the rates
experienced in the period from 1960 to
1970. It should be emphasized that the
period of the sixties was not homo-
geneous. Whereas the first half was
characterized by moderate increases in
state-local expenditures, the rates of

expansion accelerated markedly in the
second half. The projections assume
that these recently accelerated rates of
change will moderate, yielding a trend
pattern in between the extremes experi-
enced in the two periods.

As for revenues, tax yields are pro-
jected on the basis of the 1970 tax
structure. adjusted for new state tax
enactments in 1971, but exclusive of
any future new taxes or statutory
increases in existing rates. Two cate-
gories of receipts do take account of
expenditure trends: revenues from user
charges and fees are estimated by linear
extrapolation of recent trends in their
relationship to expenditures by function;
and the share of categorical Federal
grants-in-aid is projected as rising com-
mensurately with state-local expendi-
tures for the associated furictions, with
some adjustments for Federal grants
enacted recently'

The outlook for debt financing is con-
sidered to be a function of projected
levels of capital outlay. On the expendi-
ture side, the projectoflevels of general
spending are adjusted upward for addi-
tional financial requirements, such as
increases in liquid assets commensurate
with growth in debt and scale of
operations.

Concepts and Definitions

Although the study draws on data
prepared by various agencies, the con-
cepts and definitions used in the pro-
jections are those of the Governments
Division, Bureau of the Census, of the
U.S. Department of Commerce. The
Census classifications provide a frame-
work for analysis and synthesis of major
government functions into meaningful

4. See Appendix I for detailed methodology for each function.
8. In particular, allowance has been made for (a) general revenue sharing enacted in 1972 for a

five-year period. with the projections assuming continuation of this program at a similar level
through 1980; and (b) Federal grants under the "clean-water" bill approved in 1972.

26



totals. While some other agencies
provide more abundant detail on their
operations, comparable data are not
available for all functions of govern-
ment.

Throughout the study, principal em-
phasis is on the general government
sector, which encompasses all govern-
ment revenue and expenditure except
that for utility, liquor store, and
'insurance trust amounts.° These latter
activities are generally, though not
always, self-supporting.

Content and Organization

Chapters III through VI deal with
expenditures for the major functional
groupingseducation, welfare, health
and hospitals, and highways. In Chapter
VII a summary of expenditures is

presented for all functions, along with
per capita and related data. Revenue
considerations constitute the subject of
Chapter VIII. The final Chapter pre-
sents projections for other operations
(non-general) which require partial
support from general funds, and the
outlook for over-all finance.

In treating each major subject, an
attempt is made to define the concept
of activity under consideration, to
analyze historical trends with a view to
identifying the underlying causal factors
and gaining better perspective on future
trends, and to present the assumptions
behind the projections, along with the
projections themselves. Background
material of limited interest to the
general reader, and detailed assumptions
utilized in the study, are contained in
the Appendix.

f. The term utilities here relates only to water supply, electric power. gas supply, and transit systems
owned and operated by local governments. Other commercial-type operations of government
port facilities, airports. housing projects. and toll agenciesare treated as part of the general
government sector. Governmental Finances in 1969-70, Bureau of the Census, U.S. Department of
Commerce, Washington, D.C., 1971, P. 1.

27



III.

Expenditures for Education

Forty cents out of every dollar of
state-local general expenditure goes to
support education. Among all levels
of government, education outlays rank
second only to those for national de-
fense. More than 50 million students
attend publicly controlled schools and
colleges, nearly one out of every four
members of the population at large, and
instructional staffs number close to 3
million. Four-fifths of all educational
expenditures are made by publicly
controlled institutions.

State-local spending for education,
$52.7 billion in fiscal 1970, was almost
three times its level at the beginning
of the decade, with the greatest accelera-
tion occurring in the last five years. In
recent years funds allocated to educa-
tion have represented a stable portion
of state-local budgets, but have grown
consistently at rates above the rise in
personal income and in population.'

Reports of problems and limitations
in the educational system make fre-
quent headlines, whereas achievements
often go virtually unnoticed. Inputs do
not necessarily correspond to outputs,
but the figures demonstrate that efforts
have been substantial. During the
sixties, for example, public institutions
awarded 23 million high school diplomas
and a large share of the nearly 8 million
college degrees earned. State-local in-

stitutions added over 850,000 persons
to their instructional staff, and invested
$70 billion' in educational buildings and
other capital facilities. Among other
influences, these developments contrib-
uted to rising educational levels in the
population at large. For example, today
nearly four out of five 18-year-olds are
high-school graduates; ten years ago the
portion was only two out of three.
Moreover, for persons 25 years old and
over, the median number of school
years completed rose to 12.2 in 1970,
as compared with 10.6 in 1960 (and 8.6
years in 1940).

The intergovernmental arrangements
for financing and administering public
education are shown in Table 3.1. Local
schools administer (and disburse) about
70 percent of all educational outlays
through funds provided in part by
grants-in-aid from higher levels, pri-
marily states. The states have principal
responsibility for administering higher
education, although their financial role
in local school support is greater. From
a budgetary standpoint, about 40 per-
cent of state general expenditures go for
education (direct and intergovern-
mental) and 47 percent of local funds.
Although amounts have risen somewhat
in recent years, Federal outlays for
education make up only about 2 percent
of Federal general spending.

1. The relationship of spending for specific functions to total budgets and to population and income
Is shown in Chapter VII. Data on enrollments and Instructional staff as discussed here are based
on material In Digest of Educational Statistics and related publications of the U.S. Department of
Health, Education. and Welfare, Office of Education. Expenditure data are from the U.S, Depart-
ment of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.

2. In dollars of 1069-70 purchasing power.
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LOCAL SCHOOLS

Local public schools enroll nearly 46
million students, nine out of ten of the
combined total for public and private
schools, and employ an instructional
staff of 2.3 million (Table 3.2). In
fiscal 1970 public school outlays totaled
$37.5 billion, 21 times their size ten
years earlier.' This growth reflected an
expansion of almost one-third in en-
rollments, a doubling of per student
outlays for current operations, and a
rise of three-fifths in capital outlays.

Until very recent years tremendous
expansionary pressures have been
exerted on public school financeby
sharp increases in the population of
school age, although other cost factors
have also risen. From 1950 to 1970
public school enrollments grew by 20
million, an average of 1 million per
year. This was in sharp contrast to

previous experience. At the turn of the
century the nation's public schools
enrolled around 15 million. The numbers
rose gradually to 25 million by around
1930, and remained almost unchanged
throughout the thirties and forties. Thus
the numerical rise since 1950 has been
twice the increase recorded during the
entire first half of the twentieth century.'

Influences behind Recent Trends

The postwar upsurge in births, leading
to a larger populatiori of school age by
the early fifties, was accompanied by
other developments increasing public
school enrollments. Except for some
lessening in enrollment growth, the
sixties generally witnessed a continua-
tion of long-term trends. Increasingly
larger portions of the school-age popula-

5. "Local schools" comprise all direct expenditure by local governments, regardless of the source of
funds, for education other than for institutions of higher education. Direct spending by states for
public schools Is not included. Also excluded are local government contributions to teacher retire-
ment systems. Interest on school debt, and debt retirement. Current expenditures cover instruc-
tionsalaries, free textbooks, supplies, etc.: administration: plant operation and maintenance:
and miscellaneous school services principally linked to attendance, pupil transportation, school
lunches (on a gross basis), recreation, and others.

4. In relative terms the rise was 80 percent from 1950 to 1970. and 07 percent from 1900 to 1950,

Table 3.1

Expenditures for Public Education by Level of Government
and Type of Institution

Fiscal Year 1970
(Millions)

All Level of government
govern-

Federal State LocalType ments

Total expenditures (a) $8,897 $30,865 $38,970
Intergovernmental (a) 5,844 17,085 32
Direct $55,771 3,053 13,780 38,938

Local schools 37,461 437 37,024
Higher education 12,924 11,011 1,914
Other 5,385 3,053 2,332

a. Entries not additive because of overlapping intergovernmental payments.
Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.
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Table 3.2

Selected Factors Affecting Local School Finance.
Selected Years, 1959-60 - 1969 -70

Percent Increase

Period Annual rate

1959- 1964- 1959- 1964-
Factor 1959-60 196445 1969-70 64 69 64 69

Enrollment and staff
(thousands):

Population, aged

5 to 17 43,209 49,661 52,841 14.9 6.4 2.8 1.2

Enrollment, private

and public:

Tota I 40,782 47,716 51,319 17.0 7.6 3.2 1.5

Private 5,600 6,300 5,700 12.5 -9.5 2.4 -2.0
Public 35,182 41,416 45,619 17.7 10.1 3.3 1.9

Elementary 26,911 30,025 32,597 11.6 8.6 2.2 1.i

Secondary 8,271 11,391 13,022 37.7 14.3 6.6 2.7

Public schools:

Average daily at.

tendance 32,477 38,600 42,283 18.9 9.5 3.5 1.8

Instructional staff,

total 1,463 1,811 2,270 23.8 25.3 4.4 4.6

Classroom
teachers, total 1,355 1,648 2,014 21.6 22.2 4.0 4.1

Elementary 832 940 1,108 13.0 17.9 2.5 3.3

Secondary 524 708 906 35.1 28.0 6.2 5.1

Other instruc

tional staff 108 163 256 50.9 57.1 8.6 9.5

Expenditures:
Total (thousands) $15,166 $21,966 $37,461 44.8 70.5 7.7 11.3

Current

(thousands) 12,263 18,679 32,803 52.3 75.6 8.8 11.9

Capital (thousands) 2,903 3,287 4,658 13.2 417 2.5 7.2

Current expenditures

per student In

average daily

attendance 378 484 776 28.0 60.3 5.1 9.9

a. See also price and coat Indexes In Table 2.3.
Source: Computed from date published by U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare: and

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.

tion entered school, remained longer,
and chose public rather than private
schools. Today total school enrollment
in all elementary and secondary schools
equals 97 percent of the population in
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the ages from 5 through 17 years. Public
schools absorbed 99 percent of the
over-all rise in enrollments during the
sixties, as the numbers in private
schools increased less than 2 percent-



from 5.6 million in 1959 to 5.7 million
in 1969.

Numerous influences other than en-
rollment growth have contributed to the
rise in public school expenditures. Table
3.2 illustrates. The relatively greater
increase in high-school level students
than in elementary grades added to
over-all pupil costs, both because of
differentials in teachers' salaries and
pupil-teacher ratios. In both ele-
mentary and secondary schools, the size
of the instructional staff grew more
than proportionately to the growth in
students. In the period from 1965 to
1970 alone, 196,000 teachers were added
to take care of enrollment increases,
and another 170,000 to reduce pupil-
teacher ratios. Thus pupil-teacher ratios
in elementary schools declined succes-
sively from 28.7 in 1960 to 27.9 in 1965
and 24.8 in 1970. In high schools the
ratio remained steady at 21.5 pupils
per teacher from 1959 to 1965, but
dropped to 20.0 in 1969-70. Generally
rising prices meant higher expenses for
such items as pupil transportation,
library resources, textbooks, supplies,
maintenance services and other goods
and services purchased by local school
systems.' Teachers' salaries, which make
up three-fifths of current opert Ling
school costs, rose, on the average, by
substantially more than did general
prices.

This analysis highlights two points:
in recent years, as well as in the decade
ending in 1965, factors other than en-
rollments and general prices have ac-
count'd for the greatest part of the
growth in school spending; and the force
of these factors became especially pro-

flounced during the latter part of the
sixties. During the decade ending in
1965, increases in numbers of students
accounted for about one-third of the
constant-dollar rise in operating costs;
in the following years, the importance
of enrollment gains fell to 17 percent of
the total rise. In this context the major
measurable factorclaiming a large
share of the total risewas the increases
in average teachers' salaries above the
rise in consumer prices.

Trends in educational costs per
student appear sensitive to rising in-
comes and standards of living generally.
One measure of this effect is seen in the
relationship of changes in current ex-
penditures per student to per capita
income. On the average during the
sixties an increase of 1 percent in per
capita income was associated with a
rise of 1.25 percent in per pupil outlays
for education; that is to say, per pupil
spending rose at an annual rate exceed-
ing by one-fourth the concurrent rate
of rise in per capita income (both
measured in dollars of current pur-
chasing power). As a result, per pupil
current expenditures rose from 17 per-
cent of per capita personal income in
1960 to 20 percent in 1970.

Although capital outlays rose far less
rapidly than those for current opera-
tions, the dollar levels of 1970 spending
'ere three-fifths higher than ten years

earlier. Modest year-to-year increases in
the period up to 1965 were follow& by
much sharper gains in the latter part, of
the period. During the entire ten-year
period, over 700,000 new school rooms
were built at total costs, measured in
1969-70 dollars, of $46.3 billion.'

8, Numerous examples can be cited: e.g., in the decade ending in 1908 costs of transporting pupils
at public expense increased 21 times, reflecting the rise in enrollments, an increase in the portion
of pupil. being transported at public expense, and rising costs of operating buses; the average
price of a hardcover book (excluding texts) rose by 77 percent; more expensive teaching equipment
was introduced; more attention was devoted to handicapped or exceptional children.

0. Projections of Educational Statistics to 1979-80, U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare,
Office of Education, Washington, 1971, p. 98,
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Did the availability of funds have
pronounced effects on school outlays in
the sixties? The answers are not clear.
There has been no major shift in
intergovernmental arrangements for
public school finance since the late
forties (Table 3.3). The local govern-
ment share, coming largely from prop-
erty taxes, accounts for about 56
percent of the total; the states through
grants-in-aid pay 37 percent, and the
remainder comes from the Federal
government, largely under provisions of
the Elementary and Secondary Educa-
tion Act of 1965 (ESEA). According
to U.S. Office of Education estimates,
ESEA had the effect of raising current
school spending in 1969-70 by $4.4
billion, or 15 percent above the level

Table 3.3

Percentage Distribution of Local
School Revenue Receipts by Source

Selected School Years, 1929-1970

Source of funds
School
years Total Localb State Federal

1929 100.0 82.7 16.9 .4

1939 100.0 68.0 30.3 1.8

1949 100.0 57.3 39.8 2.9

1959 100.0 56.5 39.1 4.4

1967 100.0 54.4 36.6 9.0

1968 100.0 55.2 36.7 8.1

1969 100.0 55.8 36.9 7.3

1970 100.0 55.5 37.0 7.5

a. Represents beginning date of school year.
b. Includes other sources.
Source: U.S. Department of Health, Education,

and Welfare, Office of Education.

excluding the effects of that legislation.
Among the effects of ESEA were the
addition of some 200,000 classroom
teachers in the past five years, princi-
pally serving to reduce pupil-teacher
ratios in programs for the dis-
advantaged.?

As regards capital spending, the
failure of numerous school bond issues to
gain voter approval in recent years has
been highly publicized. As Table 3.4
indicates, in 1969 and 1970, for the
first time during the decade, less than
one-half of the funds sought in bond
electrons was approved. The trend of
approval has been downward since 1965.
Actual bond sales and school capital
outlay do not appear, however, to have
been influenced significantly by the
results of bond elections. In the latest
years reported, capital outlays have
trended upward in relation to bond
sales. Although the evidence is not con-
clusive, these trends cast some doubt
on the notion that voter opposition has
exerted strong influence in holding down
school capital outlays.8

Factors Affecting the Outlook

Local public school finance in the
seventies will be determined by enroll-
ment patterns, and perhaps to a greater
extent, as was true in the sixties, by a
host of economic and policy variables
influencing costs per pupil in attendance.

Enrollments. During the seventies,
for the first time in three decades, it
now appears that pressures on public
school resources resulting from enroll-
ment gains alone will be nil. While some
uncertainties exist, the outlook is gen-

7. Ibtd., pp. 53, 93.
8. Several limitations apply to judgments in this area. (a) not all bonds are subject to voter approval;

(b) voter approval and actual sales of bonds do not necessarily occur within the same fiscal year:
and (c) there is no way of knowing how much larger capital outlays would have been in the absence
of voter reactions. The relationship between bond sales and capital outlay is discussed in section
IX.
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erally for a period of stability, with en-
rollment levels remaining on a plateau
at around 46 million (Table 3.5). There
will be growth in secondary schools,
offset by declines in elementary schools.

The zero-rate growth in the decade
ahead results from an expected decline
of 5 percent in the population of school
age (5 to 17 years), attributable to the
lowering of birth rates in the sixties.
Partly offsetting are two factors: (1)
continued shifts in the portion of
students going to public as compared to
private schools and (2) the tendency
of increasingly larger portions to remain
in school until they receive high school
diplomas.

It should be noted that these projec-
tions depend in part on assumptions

about future fertility rates as well as
shifts from private to public schools.
Thus they are subject to some error.

Within the range of assumptions now
generally accepted, however, the margin
of error resulting from fertility as-
sumptions appears relatively small. The
choice of 'assumptions will not affect
the 1975 projections, since children
who will be in school then are already
born. By the 1979-80 school year, the
projections for kindergarten and the
first four grades do depend upon the
course of future birth rates, and total
enrollments could vary within a rela-
tively narrow range.,

After rising slowly in the early
sixties, private school enrollments

9. See Current Population Reports, series P-25, No. 470 (November 1971), U.S. Department of Com-
merce. Bureau of tho Census.

Table 3.4

Public School Bond Elections and Pelated Factors.

Fiscal Years 1960-1910

Bond elections Exhibit

Par value (millions) Percent of
bonds Bond

sales

Capital outlay
as percent of
bond salesFiscal year Total Passed

passed
(by value)

1960 $2,672 $1,792 67.1 $2,198 128
1961 1,605 1,218 75.9 2,357 122
1962 1,849 1,273 68.9 2,568 116
1963 2,659 1,851 69.6 2,274 119
1964 2,672 1,900 71.1 2,570 122
1965 3,129 2,485 79.4 2,823 131
1966 3,560 2,652 74.5 2,883 130
1967 3,063 2,119 69.2 3,254 123
1968 3,740 2,338 62.5 2,917 146
1969 3,913 1,707 43.6 2,904 160
1970 3,300 1,600 49.5 2,813 181

a. Not all bond Issues require voter approval.
Source: U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, Office of Education.
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Table 3.5

Enrollments and Attendance in Public Elementary and Secondary Schools.

Actual and Projected, Selected School Years, 1954-1979

Enrollments Average
daily

School yearb Total Elementary Secondary attendance

Actual:

Number (thousands)

1954 29,549 23,106 6,443 26,978
1959 35,182 26,911 8,271 32,477
1964 41,416 30,025 11,391 38,600
1969 45,619 32,597 13,022 42,283

Projected:
1974 45,800 30,900 14,900 42,400
1979 45,600 30,600. 15,000 42,200

Numerical change, 5-year intervals (thousands)

1954-59 5,633 3,805 1,828 5,499
1959-64 6,234 3,114 3,120 6,123
1964-69 4,203 2,572 1,631 3,683
1969-74 181 -1,697 1,878 117
1974-79 - 200 - 300 100 - 200

Percentage change, 5-year intervals

1954-59 19.1 16.5 28.4 20.4
1959-64 17. 7 11.6 37.7 18.9
1964-69 10.1 8.6 14.3 9.5
1969-74 .4 - 5.2 14.4 .3
1974-79 .4 - 1.0 .7 - .5

a. Regular day schools only.
b. Represents beginning date of school year.
Source: Actual data and projections from U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, Office of

Education. Computations by Tax Foundation.

reached a peak of 6.3 million in the
years from 1963 through 1966. Since
then the trend has been downward, with
enrollments dropping by 400,000 (about
10 percent) by the 1969-70 school year.
The projections incorporate a further
decline of 300,000 students by 1972,
with the level remaining stationary at

5.4 million throughout the remainder of
the seventies. Severe deterioration in
the financial status of private schools,
It r'ing to massive school closings, could
of .,nurse serve to displace even more
pupils from private schools and to add
correspondingly more to local public
school systems.'°

10. Appeals of parochial and other nonpublic schools for government financial support from state and
Federal sources have thus far met with little success. Loosening of jillstrictions against such aid
could, of course, serve to maintain levels of nonpublic enrollments, with the effect for public coffers
showing up in aid to nonpublic schools rather than in the form of enrollment changes.

34



Also of potentialthough lesser
influence on enrollments are future
trends in nursery school attendance,
primarily in the 3- and 4-year age
group." Altogether, some 1.1 million
children attend public and private
nursery schools. The number more than
doubled from 1965 to 1970, in spite of
a decline in the population in the cor-
responding age groups. The number
enrolled in Head Start and similar
programs sponsored by public agencies
increased from 127,000 to 333,000 in the
five-year period, or 162 percent. Private
prekindergarten enrollments, however,
still outnumber public enrollments by
more than two to one. The number of
3- and 4-year olds will rise from 8
million in 1970 to within a range of 8
and 10 million in 1980."

Despite the foregoing uncertainties, it
would appear, on balance, that the
enrollment projections are generally
accurate within a relatively narrow
band for error, and that enrollment
trends can be expected to have a
moderating influence on future spending
for local public schools.

Per Pupil Expenditures. Apart from
enrollments, there are a number of
proposals under discussion which, if
approved, would tend to cause spending
per pupil to rise above rates of the
sixties. A full discussion lies beyond the
scope here, and no estimates of financial
effects are attempted. At least three
deserve mention, however: (1) recom-

mendations for more attention to educa-
tion of the disadvantaged, particularly
preschool ages in urban areas ;t3 (2)
proposals for greater attention to the
needs of an estimated 2 million "gifted
and talented" students in secondary
schools who can benefit from educational
programs or services other than those
provided by the regular school pro-
grams;" and (3) numerous different
proposals for revisions in intergovern-
mental arrangements for public school
finance. To some degree the trends in per
student costs during the sixties reflect
improvements in educational opportuni-
ties for special groups, such as the
disadvantaged and the gifted. The
projections allow for similar effects in
the seventies. Undoubtedly the largest
questions in future educational finance
appear to turn on the means of financing
public schools.

For some years proposals have been
advanced for shifting a greater share of
the tax burden for public school finance
to higher levels of government, and
away from the local property tax. Sug-
gestions have taken various forms. Some
would abandon the local property tax
completely as a source of school support;
others take the form of attempting to
improve state-local intergovernmel;tal
aid formulas to remove inter-area dis-
parities in per student educational
resources, placing less over-all reliance
on the property tax. Again, some groups
advocate virtually complete state take-

11. Data in this paragraph on enrollments are based on the October 1970 survey of "School Enroll-
ment in the United States: 1970," Current Population Reports, Series P-20, U.S. Department of
Commerce, Bureau of the Census, March a. 1971.

12. Current Population Reports. Series P-25, op. cit.
13. See, for example, Education for the Urban Disadvantaged: from Preschooi to Employment. A state-

ment on National Policy by the Research and Policy Committee of the Committee for Economic
Development. New York. New York, 1971.

14. In November, 1971, the U.S. Commissioner of Education released a report on the education of gifted
and talented youth based on a study required by Congressional mandate under the Elementary
and Secondary Education Amendments of 1909. Among other findings, the report noted that
education for such children rates a very low priority at the Federal, state. and most local levels.
H.E.W. Netts, Press Release. Office of Education, Washington. D.C.. November 22, 1971.
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over of public school costs,'5 and others
see massive increases in Federal grants
as the solution to problems in financing
the schools.

Recent judicial decisions challenging
present methods of school finance lend
new currency to issues in school finance,
by questioning the constitutionality of
the local property tax as now levied for
the support of local chools." A full
discussion lies beyond the scope of this
study. At heart of the issue is the fact
that property :ax collections, which
financed some $18 billion of local school
outlays in 1970, produce wide disparities
among school districts in per pupil
resources, thus leading to unequal
educational opportunities. The U.S.
Supreme Court will rule on an appeal
from the Texas case in the session
beginning in October, 1972.'7 Early in
1972 President Nixon asked the Ad-
visory Commission on Intergovern-
mental Relations to study the value-
added tax as a possible means for
financing an expanded Federal share of
educational costs and at the same time
achieving other tax reforms. The Com-
mission's report is expected in late 1972.

Whatever the outcome of these pend-
ing questions in Federal policy, recent
recommendations in the states suggest
an expanded role of the states in public
school finance and the evening-out of
per pupil spending disparities among

school jurisdictions. Widespread ap-
proval of such proposals could be
expected to raise school spending above
the levels it would otherwise reach, for
two reasons: (i ) It is axiomatic that
raising per pupil spending in the poorer
districts to amounts prevailing in the
average or above-average districts will
increase total spending (there have been
few suggestions that spending would be
reduced in the more wealthy districts).
(2) loreovJr, research suggests that the
mere process of shifting financing to
higher levels tends to lead to higher
costs than would otherwise prevail. In
particular, increases in the portion of
school costs borne by the state, unless
accompanied by offsetting restrictions
on local taxing powers, can generally
be expected to result in higher levels of
combined state-local spending. These
effects would result from the higher
elasticity of state taxes and the broaden-
ing of the total tax base, as well as
through lessening restraints on growth
which might othorwise be exercised by
local opposition to property tax
increases.'8

ProjectionsLocal Schools

While uncertainties exist on all sides,
it is probably safer to make stronger
assertions concerning the likelihood of
relative stability of future enrollments
than about future expenditures. The

15. As early as 1969, for example, the Advisory Committee on Intergovernmental Relations recom-
mended state assumption of "substantially all ' responsibility to: financing public school education
(State Aid to Local Governments). Recently several state commissions and two Federally financed
groups have made similar proposals: The President's Commission on School Finance (Schools,
People & MoneyThe Need for Educational Reform, 1972) and National Education Finance Proj-
ect headed by Roe L. Johns of the University of Florida (Future Directions for School Financing .

1971),
16. The first of these was Serrano el. Priest, August 30, 1971, California Supreme Court. Others followed

in Minnesota. Texas, New Jersey, and Arizona. For a summary of the background, see David H.
Kurtzman, "The Courts Look at Educational Equality," Tax Review, Tax Foundation, Juno
1972. Other references to current discussions appear in Public School Finance, Research Bibliography
No. 49, Tax Foundation. July 1972.

17. In Rodriguez Pi al. r. San Antonio Independent School District, a three-judge U,S. District Court
ruled that the present method of financing Texas public schools is in violation of both the United
States and Texas constitutions and ordered the legislature to work out new financial arrangements.
U.S. District Court, Western District of Texas, can Antonio Division, Civil Action No. 68-175-SA,
December 23, 1971.

18. For discussion of the effect of different state -aid formulas on local school spending, 9013 H. Thomas
James and others, Wealth, Expenditure and Decision-Making for Education, School of Education,
Stanford University, Stanford, California, 1983, P. 34 ff., and Jerry Miner, Social and Economic
Futiors in Spending for Public Education, Syracuse University Press, Syracuse, 1963, p. 85.
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projections appear in Tables 3.6 and
3.7.

Operating Costs. For operating costs
per pupil, the projections incorporate
the pattern of increase experienced
during the sixties. From 1960 to 1970,
average outlays per student more than
doubled, rising from $370 to $776, an
average annual rate of 7.4 percent.
Adjusted for the rise in general prices,
the increase was 4.7 percent per year.
Since it is assumed that prices for the
seventies as a whole will go up some-
what more rapidly than in the sixties,
the projected rate of increase in per
student outlays from 1970 to 1980

rises to 8.2 percent. Thus per student
costs would go up about 120 percent, to
a level of $1,706 by 1980. This rate of
change, approaching 5 percent per
student ia real terms, would raise cur-
rent local school costs by $40 billion
between 1970 and 1980, in dollars of
current purchasing power. Per pupil
outlays would rise from the present 20
percent of per capita income to around
24 percentor, as in the sixties, at a
marginal rate exceeding the per capita
income rise by one-fourth.

CapitalOullays. Notwithstanding the
leveling in enrollments, construction of
new schoolrooms can be expected to

Table 3.6

Expenditures for Local Public Schools by Object

Actual and Projected, Selected Fiscal Years, 1955-1980

Current operations

Fiscal year

Total
local

schools
Capital
outlay

Total
current

Average
per pupil

Actual:

Amount (millions)

1955 $10,129 $ 7,390 $ 274 $2,739
1960 15,166 12,263 378 2,903
1965 21,966 18,679 484 3,287
1970 37,461 32,803 776 4,658

Projected:
1975 55,466 49,862 1,176 5,604
1980 78,875 71,993 1,706 6,882

Percent increase, selected intervals

1955-60 50 66 38 6
1960-65 45 53 28 13
1965-70 71 76 55 42
1970-75 48 52 52 20
1975-80 42 44 45 23

1960-70 147 167 105 60
1970-80 111 119 120 48

Source: Basic data from U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. Computations and pro
jections by Tax Foundation.
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continue in order to serve needs created
by such factors as migration, obsoles-
cence, destruction by fire and urban
development, and school reorganization
and consolidation. The projections fore-
see an extension of trends in the sixties,
with the construction of 700,000 new
classrooms during the decade, at total
costs (1969-70 dollars) of $49 billion,
about six percent more than in the
sixt ies as a whole." (See Table 3.7.)
When allowance is made for increases in
construction costs, annual expenditure
levels would rise from $4.7 billion in
fiscal 1970 to $6.9 billion in 1980, or
48 percent.

Over-All Expenditures. These com-
ponents add up to total projected public
school outlays of 855.5 billion in 1975
and $78.9 billion in 1980, in comparison
with the $37.5 billion expended in
1970. For the decade as a whole, the
indicated annual rate of increase is 7.7
percent, as compared to 9.5 percent
during the sixties as a whole, and with
11.3 percent during the last half of the
sixties. The differential rate of growth
is largely accounted for by the outlook
foe stability in enrollments, and the
resulting effects on both current and
capital costs.

HIGHER EDUCATION

About two-fifths of the nation's 2,525
institutions of higher education are
operated by state and kcal govern-
ments. These institutions enroll around
5 million students, about 70 percent of
the combined total in public and private
colleges, and engage professional staffs
of close to 600,000 persons. Among the
public institutions, the majority-634
are two-year colleges; the 426 four-year
institutions, however, account for over
three-fourths of total enrollments."

Measures of higher education expendi-
tures vary widely according to how
"higher education" is defined. Various
concepts are reported by different
agencies, resulting sometimes in wide
disparities in stated amounts of spend-
ing. The reasons have to do largely with
disparate functions performed by col-
leges and universities. In addition to
instructing students beyond the high-
school level, these institutions carry on
numerous other activities, such as
operating hospitals, experimental farms,
laboratory schools, cafeterias, sports

events, book stores, and research; and
providing financial aid to students.

The definition adopted here, as in the
rest of this study, is that of the Bureau
of the Census. Under this concept,
revenue and expenditure for dormitories,
athletic, events, and other auxiliary
services are on a gross basis. (On the
whole, these activities are more than
self-supporting.) The Census definition
excludes from "higher education" the
following; agricultural experiment sta-
tions an extension services (classed
under natural resources); university-
operated hospitals serving the public
(classed under hospitals); and state
supervision of schools and colleges, state
tuition grants, and fellowships (all
classed under "other education").

Influences behind Recent Trends
Expenditures for higher education

more than quadrupled in the sixties,
rising from $3.2 billion in 1960 to $12.9
billion in 1970. As in other activities,
expansion in the latter half of the sixties

19. See Appendix 1 for the derivation. The basic projections are those of the U.S. Office of Education.
20, Digest of Educational Statistics, 1970. U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare. Office

of Education, and related reports,
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was markedly greater than in the first
half. Table 3.8 illustrates some of the
underlying influences.

The sheer crunch of growing enroll-
ments has been the most obvious factor
in the rise in higher education costs.
This trend stemmed in part from the
fact that persons of college age became
more numerous, increasing at the rate
of 4.4 percent annually, nearly four
times the rate of the total population.
These effects were accentuated by the
continuation of other trends, resulting
in a rising portion of high-school
graduates entering college (now 60
percent as compared to 52 percent a
decade ago). For public institutions,
these influences were compounded by
the tendency of an increasingly larger
portion of students to enter publicly
controlled colleges, as opposed to
private. This development was especially
pronounced in the latter part of the
sixties, when enrollment in private
institutions grew by less than 3 percent
annually, whereas attendance at public
institutions rose by 11 percent per year.
During the sixties as a whole, public
colleges and universities absorbed 85
percent of the growth in enrollments,
an increase for these institutions of 3.7
million students (full and part-time),
or 175 percent.

Unlike the trend in local public
schools, additions to college instructional
staffs tended to rise slightly less rapidly
than enrollments. Other influences on
outlaysaverage salaries, general prices,
construction costshad results com-
parable to those described above for
local schools.

The rise in enrollments alone appears
to have explained more of the increase
in expenditures in colleges and univer-

Table 3.7

Construction of Public Elementary
and Secondary School Classrooms

and Capital Outlay

Actual and Projected for Five-Year
Periods, School Years 1955-1979

School
years

Class Capital outlay in
rooms 1969-70 dollarsb
com-
pleted Total
(thou- (mil- Per
sands) lions) room

Actual:
1955-59 343 $20,900 $60,900
1960-64 344 21,600 62,800
1965-69 359 24,700 68,900

Projected:
1970-74 350 24,500 70,000
1975-79 350 24,500 70,000

a. Represents beginning data of school year.
b. Adjusted by Associated General Contractors

construction cost index.
Source: U.S. Depalment of Health. Education

and Welfare, Office of Education.

sities than in the local public schools,
particularly in recent years. Average
current expenditures per student in
colleges increased at the rate of 6.7
percent annually from 1965 to 1970, or
by 2.5 percent when adjusted for general
prig changes. In local schools, the per
student cost increase, measured in real
terms, was 5.7 percent. The most ap-
parent explanation of this differential is
that a considerable portion of the
teachers added served to reduce the
ratio of pupils to teachers, whereas in
the colleges, these ratios appear to have
remained relatively unchanged."
Another lactor of influence was the
changing mix of college students as

21. For a discussion of other factors, including the effects of stuJunt unrest, tending to hold down
public appropriations, see The Carnegie Commission on Higher Education, The More Effective
Use of ResourcesAn Imperative for Higher Education, McGraw -Hill. New York, 1972, pp. 28-29.
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Table 3.8

Selected Factors Affecting Higher Education Finance.

Selected Years, 1959-60 - 1969-70

Percent Increase

Period Annual rate

1959- 1964- 1959- 1964 -
Factor 1959-60 1964-65 1969-70 64 69 64 69

Enrollment and staff
(thousands):

Population aged 18-21 9,280 11,519 14,236 24.1 23.6 4.4 4.3
Enrollment, private

and public, total 3,571 5,280 7,917 47.9 49.9 8.1 8.4
Private 1,438 1,812 2,078 26.0 14.7 4.7 2.8
Public 2,134 3,468 5,840 62.5 68.4 10,2 11.0

Public institutions:
Degree-credit enroll.

ment, total 1,984 3,180 5,260 60.3 65.4 9.9 10.6
4-year 1,628 2,559 3,965 57.2 54.9 9.5 9.2
2-year 356 621 1,294 74.4 108.4 11.8 15.8

Full-time equivalent 1,648 2,671 4,536 62.1 69.8 10.1 11.2
Professional staff

positions, totalb 230 353 589 53.5 66.9 9.0 10.8
Instructional staff 189 283 479 49.7 69.3 8.4 11.1
Other positions° 40 70 110 75.0 57.1 11.8 9.5

Expenditures:
Total (thousands) $3,202 $5,863 $12,924 83.1 120.4 12.9 17.1

Current (thousands) 2,443 4,418 10,219 80.8 131.3 12.6 18.3
Capital (thousands) 759 1,445 2,705 90.4 87.2 13.7 13.4

Current expenditures
per student' 1,564 1,764 2,444 12.8 38.5 2.4 6.7

Average charges per
studente:

Tuition, board and
room, total $822 $950 $1,198 15.6 26.1 3.0 4.8

Tuition and re-
quired fees 202 243 320 20.3 31.7 3.8 5.7

Board' 413 436 511 5.6 17.2 1.1 3.2
Dormitory rooms 207 271 367 30.9 35.4 5.5 6.3

a, See also price and cost indexes, Table 2.3.
b. Includes full-time and part time processional positions in 4year and 2year institutions of higher

education.
c. Includes administration and services, and organized research.
d. Per full-time equivalent degreecredit student.
e. Per full-time undergraduate resident degreecredit student.
f. 7.day basis.
Source: Actual data from U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, and U.S. Department of

Commerce; computations by Tax Foundatioi.
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1 Table 3.9

Total and Full-Time Enrollments in Public Institutions of
Higher Education, by Institutional Type.

Actual and Projected, Selected School Years, 1954-1979

Enrollments Total,
full -time

School yearb Total Four-year Two-year equivalent

Actual:
1954
1959
1964
1969

Projected:
1914
1919

Number (thousands)

1,359
1,984
3,180
5,260

7,023
8,671

1,628
2,559
3,965

5,235
6,409

356
621

1,294

1,788
2,262

1,306
1,562
2,504
4,181

5,542
6,798

Numerical increase, 5-year intervals (thousands)

1954-1959 625 256
1959-1964 1,196 931 265 942
1964-1969 2,080 1,406 673 1,677
1969-1974 1,763 1,270 494 1,361
1974-1979 1,648 1,174 474 1,256

Percent increase, 5year Intervals

1954-1959 46 20
1959-1964 60 51 74 60
1964-1969 65 55 108 67
1969-1974 34 32 38 33
1974-1979 23 22 27 23

a. Degreecredit students.
b. Represents beginning dat^ of school year.
Source: U.S. Department of Health. Education, and Welfare. Office of Education; and Tax Foundation

computations.

between two-year institutions, where
costs are lower, and the four-year in-
stitutions. Still another yardstick of this
difference lies in the comparison with
personal income. While per pupil local
public school current spending increased
during the sixties at a rate one-fourth
in excess of the rise in per capita personal
incomes, spending per full-time college

student rose at a rate one-tenth lower
than the rate of rise in personal inco e.

During the last half of the sixties
capital outlays for higher education
totaled $12.8 billion in current dollars,
nearly twice the $6.7 billion spent in
the preceding five years. With adjust-
ment for construction cost increases, the
increase was, however, less than three-

A At
L A ,
e. 4
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fifths, Since 1966 capital outlays have
been relatively stable at close to $2,6
billion annually in current dollars, and
have actually declined when measured
in dollars of constant purchasing power.

Outlook for College Enrollments
Enrollment projections of the U.S.

Office of Education, as incorporated in
this study, appear in Table 3.0, On a
full-time equivalent basis, the number
of students is estimated to rise from 4.2
million in 1960-70 to 6.8 million by
1979-80. The projected rate of increase
for the coming decade is 63 percent, far
below the 168 percent absorbed during
the past decade. The numerical change,
however, will continue to be about the
same as in the sixties as a whole, averag-
ing 262,0C a year. This rise will exceed
that of any previous period other than
the latter half of the sixties, when the
average year-to-year increase reached a
peak at 335,000.

Population in the college age group
will grow only one-third as rapidly in
the decade ahead as in the sixties. It is
expected, however, that the portion
entering college will continue to rise, as
more 18-year olds graduate from high
school, and a larger share of them go on
to college. Reinforcing these influences,
for public institutions, will be a con-
tinuation of enrollment gains above
those in private institutions. The pro-
jections envisage rates of increase for
the two-year colleges somewhat higher
than for other institutions, although
the differential is less than in recent
years.

Question may be raised as to whether
educational policy in the seventies will

reduce academic and financial bar-
riers to college entrance to a greater
extent than in the past, To promote
equality of opportunity, some institu-
tions have adopted open-admissions
policies, providing open access for all
high-school graduates and otherwise
qualified personsat least to community
colleges, and some also to four-year
institutions.22 The projected enrollments
foresee a rise in the portion of high-
school graduates going on to college
from 60 percent at present to 68 percent
by the end of the decade. More wide-
spread use of the open-door policy than
now exists would very likely be ac-
companied by a rise in this percentage.
An example at hand, perhaps somewhat
atypical, is that of the City University
of New York. According to a study by
University researchers, in the first year
after an open-admissions policy was
introduced, the number of the city's
high-school graduates going on to some
form of full-time higher education rose
from 57 percent in the previous year to
76 percent."

Further lowering of financial barriers
to college attendance could also result in
higher enrollments, somewhat above the
levels projected here. In some opinions,
opportunities for free education (i.e., at
public expense) should extend beyond
elementary and high schools at least
through the two-year college level, and
some institutions already follow this
practice. Still other efforts to lower
financial barriers take the form of
attempts to provide additional student
aids in the form of government-sub-
sidized loans or direct grants to students.
For example, proposals in the 1972

22, One organization which has endorsed the open-admissions policy for community colleges is the
Carnegie Commission on Nigher Education. (See The Open -boor CollegesPolicies for Community
Colleges, AtcOraw-IIIII, New York, New York, June 1970). In making this endorsement, the Com-
mission commented as follows: "The commun10 colleges have a particular role to play in assuring
equality of opportunity to all Americans, The Commission, while supporting open access, does
not believe that all young people either want higher education or can benefit from It .."

23, Reported in The New York Times, May I I, 1971. p. 43,
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Federal budget for student aid in the
form of grants, work-study payments,
and loans would raise the number of
students aided under Federal programs
from 1.7 million in 1969-70 to 3.9
million in 1972-73.24

The costs of rising enrollments may
be offset in part by the more effective
use of existing resources. A study of the
Carnegie Commission on Higher Educa-
tion, examining the recent financial
stringencies in public and private col-
leges, cited the need for higher education
to get back to its historic rate of
increase in per student costs (i.e., rates
experienced from 1930 to 1960)." Among
the principal sources of savings recom-
mended by the Commission were holding
costs per student down by generally
halting creation of new Ph.D. programs
and concentrating doctoral training and
Federally supported research in fewer
institutions; moving toward year-round
operation to gain maximum use of
capital facilities; cautiously raising the
student-faculty ratio; re-examining
faculty teaching loads; and improving
management.

The Carnegie Commission also sees
"windfall" changes that should auto-
matically serve to dampen growth in
spending for higher education. Faculty
salaries, for example, are seen as rising
less rapidly than private wages and
salaries in the seventies, instead of
more rapidly as in the sixties. The
continuing shift of enrollments to two-
year colleges will slow the rise in per
student costs. And, finally, research
expenditures by the Federal govern-

ment, according to the Commission, are
likely to rise less rapidly in the seventies
than in the sixties generally, when the
increase averaged 10 percent annually.

ProjectionsHigher Educt on

The projections assume that on the
average, der student outlaysin real
termswill rise by 2.5 percent amorally,
the same rate as during the sixties as a
whole. With general price effects in-
cluded, the annual rate becomes about
6 percent for the decade ahead, as com-
pared to 5.3 percent in the sixties. From
1970 to 1980, average per student
operating costs would, under these as-
sumptions, rise from $2,444 to $4,388,
or about four-fifths (Table 3.10). Allow-
ing for the increase in enrollments
previously discussed, current operating
expenditures for public institutions of
higher education would rise by 192
percent, as compared to 346 percent
from 1960 to 1970.

The indicated slackening in enroll-
ment growth would have a similarly
dampening influence on capital outlays.
Studies of the U.S. Office of Education
indicate that over a five-year period,
each additional full-time student requires
capital outlays of $7,867 (constant
1969-70 dollars), very close to expendi-
tures in the sixties. Measured from
1969-70, however, to 1979-80, there
would be a decline of close to 20 percent
in constant dollar terms. Allowing for
construction cost increases, this trans-
lates to an increase of about one-fourth,
with current dollar capital spending
rising from $2.7 billion in 1970 to

24. For a description of these and other Federal aids, see The Budget of the United States Government,
Appendix, Fiscal Year 1972, pp. 446-449. For other Federal aid proposals, see Quality and Equality:
Revised Recommendations New Levels of Federal Rebponsibility for nigher Education, Carnegie
Commission on Higher Education, McGraw-Mil. New York. June 1970. The Commission rec-
ommends Federal aids to public and private institutions of $10.0 billion in 1970-77 and $12.6
billion in 1979-80, primarily for student aid programs. cost-of-education supplements. and research.

28. The More Effective Use of Resources, op. cit., pp. 16-19. It Is to be noted that the Commission's
data are based on a different concept of expenditure than the Bureau of the Census definition
utilised in this study.
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$3.4 billion in 1980. This rate of increase
is less than one-tenth as great as that
which occurred from 1959 to 1969.

Total current and capital expenditures
for public institutions of higher educa-
tion twat projected to rise from $12.9
billion id 1970 to $33.2 billion by 1980.
Thus wlilke expenditures during the
sixties mordallait-ftutttiruald, the out-
look for the seventies is for fu,rther ex-

pansion to about two and one-half times
1970 levels. Expressed in other terms, the
annual rate of increase in higher educa-
tion outlays during the seventies is
shown as 10 percent, in comparison with
16 percent in the past decade.

Summary of Projections
Table 3.11 summarizes the projections

for all categories of education, along
with historical comparisons.

Table 3.10

State-Local Expenditures for Higher Education, by Object

Actual and Projected, Selected Fiscal Years, 1955-1980

Current operation

Fiscal year',

Total,
Capital
outlay

higher
education

Total
current

Average
per studentb

Actual:

Amount (millions, except per student)

1955 $ 1,570 $ 1,258 $ 963 $ 312
1960 3,202. 2,443 1,564 759
1965° 5,863 4,418 1,764 1,445
1970 12,924 10,219 2,444 2,705

Projected:
1975 21,773 18,544 3,346 3,229
1980 33,185 29,830 4,3P8 3,355

Percent increase, selected Intervals

1955-60 104 94 62 143
1960-65d 92 93 20 90
1965-70 120 131 39 87
1970-75 68 81 37 19
1975-80 52 61 31 4

1960-70 324 346 67 256
1970-80 157 192 80 24

a. Represents ending date of I.scal year.
b. Per fulltime equivalent degree credit enrollment.
c. Beginning in 1965, expenditures for "atomic research," amounting to $292 million In that year, are

excluded from higher education. Projections follow the new definition.
d. Percentages for 1960-1965 only are calculated on the older definition, which Includes atomic research

In both years.
Source: Actual expenditure data from U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, and the

U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, Office of Education. Projections and corn.
putetions by Tax Foundation. Projections of capital outlays are based on office of Education data,
adjusted to the Bureau of Census concept end for the assumed rise In prices for capital
purchases.
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Table 3.11

Summary of State-Local Expenditures for Public Education

Actual and Projected, Selected Fiscal Years, 1955-1980

Type of institution

Fiscal year
All

institutions
Local

schools
Higher

education Other

Actual:

Amount (millions)

1955 $ 11,907 $10,129 $ 1,570 $ 210
1960 18,719 15,166 3,202 351
1965 28,563 21,966 5,863 735
1970 52,718 37,461 12,924 2,332

Projected:
1975 80,746 55,466 21,773 3,307
1980 116,877 78,875 33,185 4,817

Percent increase, selected intervals

1955-60 57 50 103 67
1960-65 53 45 83 109
1965-70 85 71 120 217
1970-75 53 48 68 50
1975-80 45 42 52 31

1960-70 182 147 304 564
1970-80 122 111 157 107

Percent of total educational expenditures

1955 100.0 85.1 13.2 1.8
1960 100.0 81.0 17.1 1.9
1965 100.0 76.9 20.5 2.6
1970 100.0 71.1 24.5 4.4
1975 100.0 68.7 27.0 4.3
1980 100.0 67.5 28.4 4.1

Source: Actual data from U.S. Department of Commerce. Bureau of the Census; computations and
projections by Tax Foundation.
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IV.

Expenditures for Public Welfare

Various concepts of "public welfare"
yield wide-ranging estimates of dollar
costs. Perhaps the broadest definition,
developed by the Social Security Ad-
ministration, places welfare expenditures
under all public programs at $143 billion
in fiscal 1970, an amount equal to 15
percent of the gross national product
and 47 percent of all government
outlays.' In this context, social welfare
covers those activities that directly
concern the economic and social well-
being of individuals and families. In-
cluded are social insurance, education,
public aid, health and medical, veterans
programs, public housing, and miscel-
laneous welfare services such as voca-
tional rehabilitation and child welfare.
State-local units financed over $66
billion, or 46 percent of welfare activities
so defined.

The scope of public welfare with which
this section deals is more limited. Public
welfare, as used here and as defined by
the Bureau of the Census, covers
"support of and assistance to needy
persons contingent upon their need."
Most aid is of two types: direct cash pay-
ments to the needy, and vendor pay-
ments to private suppliers for medical
care and other services provided under
welfare programs. Other public welfare
spending includes the provision of direct
services to the poor, such as institutional

care of the needy, and administration of
welfare activities. Services provided
directly through government hospitals
and health agencies, however, are classi-
fied under health and hospitals. Simi-
larly, the various welfare-type services
administered in local public schools are
included under education, instead of
public welfare. Based on this definition,
all government outlays for public wel-
fare in fiscal 1970 amounted to $17.5
billion, of which the state-local amount
(including funds from Federal grants)
came to $14.7 billion (Table 4.1).

Federal direct outlays consist mainly
of payments under antipoverty pro-
grams authorized in the middle sixties.
Slightly over half of state-local welfare
expenditures are financed through Fed-
eral grants, and the states pay for about
three-fourths of the state-local share of
costs. The states also have the major
role in administration and direct dis-
bursement of funds. During the sixties
the long-term trend toward the shifting
of responsibility for welfare from local
governments to state and Federal levels
continued, and has, in fact, been ac-
celerated in recent years. Among states,
arrangements vary as to relative state-
local responsibilities in the welfare area;
in recent years, however, the states
generally have moved in the direction

1. Alfred M. Skolnik and Sophie B. Dale., "Social Welfare Expenditures, 1969-70," Social Security
Bulletin, December 1970, pp. 3-17. An additional 1166 billion in welfare spending was attributed
to private sources.
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of taking over from local governments a
greater share of responsibility.

Most state-local expenditures for wel-
fare are under the Federal-state-local
system known as public assistanc©. The
basic program, which has been in effect
since the late 1930's has b'. en revised
frequently, both by Federal law pre-
scribing the conditions and terms of
Federal financial participation, and by
state enabling legislation?

Numerous types of services are avail-
able under public assistance. The most
significant are those providing cash
living allowances for the needy, and
medical assistance payments under the
Medicaid program authorized by
Federal law in 1905. Federal contribu-
tions for both types of aid are limited to

persons qualifying in one of four
categories: the aged (OAA), families
with dependent children (AFDC), the
disabled (APTD), and the blind (AB).s
To aid needy persons who do not fall
into one of these Federally aided
groupings, the states maintain programs
known as general assistance (GA).

The 1965 to 1970 Upsurge

The sixties marked a sharp reversal
in long-term trends in public welfare
expenditures, and the effects have been
especially pronounced in recent years.
From 1948 to 1960 growth in welfare
spending was the lowest among any of
the nine major state-local functions.
Welfare declined as a portion of total
state-local budgets, as well as in rela-

2. The public assistance program was authorized by the social security Act of 1035, the same legisla-
tion which established the social security system.

3. All those qualifying for money payments in one of the Federally aided categories are automatically
entitled to medical assistance. In addition, the Federal government will also participate in aid to
certain persons in such categories who do not need assistance for regular living expenses but who
require medical care beyond their means.

Table 4.1

Expenditures for Public Welfare by Level of
Government and Source of Funds

Fiscal Years 1960, 1965, and 1970

Level of
government

Amount (millions) Percentage distribution

1960 1965 1970 1960 1965 1970

Total
Federal
State
Local

Total
Federal
State
Local

Direct expenditureall governments

$4,462
58

2,221
2,183

$6,420 $17,517
105 2,837

2,998 8,203
3,317 6,477

100
1

50
49

.100
2

47
52

State-local expenditures by source of funds

100
16
47
37

$4,404
2,070
1,622

712

$6,315 $14,679
3,098 7,81q
2,302 5,110

915 1,751

100
47
37
16

100
49
36

100
53
35

15 12

Source: Derived from reports of the U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.
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tion to personal income.' In this 12-year
period as a whole, welfare spending
grew at the rate of 6 percent annually,
modestly when viewed against an over-
all rise in state-local spending of 9
percent per year. During the first half
of the sixties, welfare costs began to
rise at a slightly faster rate, 7.5 percent
annually, but proportionately to other
categories. From 1965 to 1970, however,
public welfare outlays rose from $6.3
billion to $14.7 billion or 132 percent,
and represented the fastest growing of
the major state-local service categories.
The average annual rate of this rise,
over 18 percent, was half again higher
than the 12 percent increase registered
for all state-lot services, Thus for the
first time since the early fifties, welfare
expenditures rose to more than one-tenth
of state-local budgets.

What brought about this unusual
growth pattern? There were a number
of influences. Two aspects, however,
overshadow others. The one most dis-
cussed was the sudden, and unexpected,
swelling in caseloads in the AFDC
program, beginning in 1967. The other,
of even greater dollar significance, was
the expansion of medical assistance
under provisions of 1965 Federal law
authorizing the Medicaid program. Since
all those eligible for living allowances
are automatically eligible for medical
care, the effects of these two variables
were reinforcing.

Cash Living Allowances. Increases in
cash living allowances took place as a
result of rising caseloads as well as
higher average payments.

The total number of recipients in-
creased from 7.1 million in December
1960 to 13.8 million in December 1970,
almost doubling (Table 4.2). This over-
all rise took place in spite of declines

in the number of recipients in the aged,
blind, and general assistance groups.
Although the disabled category rose by
564,000 or 170 percent, the major source
of the increase waq in the AFDC
category. The number on AFDC rolls
more than tripled, rising from 3.1 million
in 1960 to 9.7 million in 1970. This
growth in the past decade of 6.6 million
was over three times the increase which
had occurred in the preceding 20 years.
Moreover, four-fifths of the expansion
occurred in the last half of the sixties.
In comparison with annual increases in
recipient families averaging 5.5 percent
in the period from 1961 to 1966, the
rate of increase jumped to 15 percent in
1967, gradually accelerating to a peak
of 36 percent in 1970 over 1969.

Along with rising caseloads, increases
in average payments per recipient of
about one-third led to a volume of
money payments of $8.4 billion in
calendar year 1970, over 24 times the
amount expended in 1960. Average
annua: increases for the several cate-
gories ranged from 2.8 percent for the
aged, to 8.8 percent annually for the
general assistance category, with the
dependent children group in a middle
range at 5.7 percent per year. These
payment changes reflect not only legisla-
tive increases, but changes in the extent
to which public aid supplemented other
income available to recipients.

Medical Assistance. The burgeoning
in AFDC caseloads may well have been
the most dramatic factor in the welfare
scene in recent years. Medical assistance,
:iowever, had an even greater effect on
dollar costs, especially when com-
pounded with the growth in numbers to
be served. While the increase in cash
living allowances accounted for 40 per-
cent of the rise in welfare spending

4. The relationship of spending for specific functions to total spending and to population and income
Is shown in Chapter VII.
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Table 4.2

Number of Recipients and Money Payments under
Public Assistance Programs.

Actual and Projected, 1960-1980a

Category

Actual Projected °

1960 1965 1970b 1975 1980

Number receiving living allowances (thousands)

Total
Aged
Blind
Disabled
Dependent children
General assistance

7,098
2,305

107
369

3,073
1,244

7,802
2,087

85
557

4,396
677

13,814
2,082

81
935

9,660
1,056

18,711 21,197
2,049 2,009

76 69
1,374 1,878

14,222 16,186
990 1,055

Money payments (millions)

Total
Aged
Blind
Disabled
Dependent chsidren
General assistance

$3,263
1,626

86
236
994
320

$3,996
1,594

77

417
1,644

261

$8,415
1,861

98
985

4,852
619

$14,504 $21,317
2,115 2,345

116 129
1,913 3,397
9,476 14,030

884 1,416

Medical vendor payments (millions)

Total $522 $1,480 $5,591 $11,119 $15,698

a. Number of recipients as of December. Payments on a calendar year basis.
b. Excludes payments for emergency assistance and to intermediate care facilities made to some 168,000

persons in 1970, involving outlays of $402 million.
c. No adjustment has been made for effects of Federal legislation In 1972, serving to reduce state-local

spending for the aged, blind, and disabled, as well as for medical payments.
Source: Actual data from U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare; projections by Tax

Foundation.

during the sixties, the rise in medical
assistance represented 45 percent of the
total increase.

The 1965 Federal law establishing
Medicaid made long-run Federal partic-
ipation in medical welfare costs condi-
tional on state actions to set up Medicaid
programs.' In general, the states acted
quickly to do so. In the first three years
following Congressional authorization of

these programs, medical payments in-
creased by more than 40 percent an-
nually as the states implemented pro-
grams. In 1969, partly in response to
cu backs in Federal matching provisions,
the increase fell to 14 percent over the
previous year; the following year, how-
ever, the rise was again accelerated-to
19 percent. Thus from 1965 to 1970
medical welfare costs almost quad-

5. For a discussion of this law, and state responses, see Medicaid: Slate Programs Wier Two Years,
Tax Foundation, Inc., New York. 1908.
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rupled, rising at the annual rate of about
30 percent. According to Federal budget

..,projections, these paytnents will increase
by around 20 percent annually in fiscal
years 1971 and 1972.6

Before the introduction of Medicaid,
direct payments for medical care under
public assistance were limited, and the
state programs varied widely in the
scope of services and eligibility condi-
tions. Comprehensive data are lacking
as to the number of persons receiving
such care before 1967. By 1967, 5,2
million different persons received
services under Medicaid; the number
increased to 15 million in 1970, and
is estimated at 19 million in fiscal 1972.7
The sharply rising caseloads under
Medicaid resulted largely from expan-
sion in the numbers getting cash living
all discussed above. Although
medical care is available to certain
categories not receiving maintenance
payments, iL is estimated that over
three-fifths of those receiving NIedicaid
are eligible for cash payments; Medicaid
payments on behalf of this group amount
to 69 percent of the total.'

The cost impact of the growth in
Medicaid recipients was accentuated by
factors affecting costs per recipient. The
scope of medical services available to
clients was enlarged, as Federal law
provided for coverage of services for
which Federal matching aid was not
formerly available, Further, Medicaid
programslike other health and medical
programswere affected by the rapid
increases in medical and health care
prices generally.° (S(e page 63.)

Other Welfare. While maintenance
and medical payments make up the
great hulk of public assistance outlays,

spending for related purposes has also
been climbing almost as fast, rising from
$1 billion in 1960 to $2.3 billion in 1970.
Included in this category are payments
for institutional services in intermediate
care facilities, social services, administra-
tion, employee trailing, and other ser-
vices. As noted below, some of these
activities were affected directly by
recent policy decisions.

Underlying Factors

Under a static program structure,
some of the forces influencing trends in
the number receiving public aid may
be viewed as built-in, automatically
responding to demographic and
economic change. Differential popula-
tion growth among age groupings was
especially pronounced during the fifties,
when the number of persons over 65 and
under 18the two age segments which
constitute the vast majority of all
public aid recipientsgrew at twice the
rate of growth in the total population
and in fact accounted for three-fourths
of the population increase. These dis-
proportionate rates were sharply reduced
in the sixties, but the effects were diluted
by other concurrent developments.
Despite an increase of more than 3
million in the over-65 ago category,
the number on OAA rolls dropped by
224,000 from 1960 to 1970, as rising
numbers catne under coverage of the
Federal social security system. For other
categories generally, however, and partic-
ularly the AFDC group, the numbers
receiving aid grew more than pro-
portionately to the eligible age groups
(Appendix Table A.2). The population
under 18 years old increased by 6.2
million from 1960 to 1970; at the same

0. The Budget of the United Stairs Goerrittneni, 11072, Appendix, p. 461,
7. Ibtd.
g Ibid.
1. About 67 percent of medical assistance payments are made to hospitals and nursing homes, 12

percent for physicians' fees. and about g percent for drugs. Ibid.
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time the number of AFDC recipients
(children and associated family mem-
bers) grew by 6.6 million.

Although age specifications are a
limiting factor under most categorical
programs, age is by no means the
only population characteristic related to
the size of welfare rolls. Some theories
link growing caseloads with migration
patterns e.g., from rural to urban
centers; changing social mores leading
to a breakdown in family life with a
corresponding increase in the number of
female-headed families; and other char-
acteristics. While such influences prob-
ably contributed to welfare caseload
increases, it has not been demonstrated
that their depature from earlier patterns
was so marked in recent years as to
account for the sharp upsurge in
AFDC rolls.

The effects of economic trcr..;:b alone
are similarly difqcult to ferret out.
Short-term cyclical swings, affecting
income and u nemployment, undoubtedly
have some effect on welfare caseloads.
General assistance rolls in particular
tend to follow swings in the business
cycle. But unemployment declined
steadily in the years from 1965 to
1969, as AFDC caseloads were rising
rapidly. Long-term changes in the level
and distribution of income seem to have
even less relationship to the number of
public assistance recipients. Per capita
real personal income rose by 35 percent
in the decade of the sixties. Moreover,
except for a slight setback in 1970, the
number of persons below the poverty
level consistently trended downward
during the sixties, both in absolute
numbers and in proportion to the

Table 4.3

Persons below the Poverty Level.

Selected Years, 1959-1970

Year
Number Percent of

(millions) population

1959 34.5 22.4
1960 39.9 22.1
1965 33.2 1/.3
1969 24.3 12.2
1970 . 25.5 12.6

a. See footnote 10 for this concept of "poverty."
Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of

the Census.

population at large (Table 4.3).10 In
1960 the number of welfare recipients
was equal to 18 percent of the number
classified as poor; by 1970 the number
had risen to 54 percent.

Clearly the search for a tenable
explanation of welfare trends must
extend beyond an examination of demo-
graphic and economic fluctuations.
Among other factors, public policy
decisions have been identified as in-
fluential. Such decisions fall into two
groups: those primarily directed to other
government programs, but having a
spillover effect on public assistance; and
those designed to change the public
assistance program itself.

Spillover Effects of Other Programs.
The Senate Appropriations Committee
in 1970 heard testimony to the effect
that some of the increase in welfare case-
loads grew indirectly out of programs
established under the Economic Op-
portunity Act of 1964, as well as from
urban renewal projects. A representative

10, Thls measure of poverty. developed by the Social security Administration, is defined by a variable
income criterion, taking into account family site, composition, farm-nonfarm residence, and the
proportions of income required to purchase a minimum adequate diet. A four-person nonfarm
family was considered below the poverty threshold in 1989 it its annual income was less than
$3.743. For a full discussion of the SSA poverty index. bee Mollie Orshansky, "Counting the Poor:
Another Look at the Poverty Profile." Social Security Bulletin, January 1966: and "Who's Who
amon3 the Poor: A Demographic View of Poverty," Social Security Bulletin, July 1966.
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of the U.S. Department of Health,
Education and Welfare testified as
follows;

Community action groups formed
to help the poor, such as the Na-
tional Welfare Rights Organization
(NWRO), and the civil rights move-
ment in general have contributed to
a greater awareness by the poor of
their legal entitlement to public
assistance. As a result, applications
for welfare have been rising, and a
higher proportion of applications are
usually being approved. Representa-
tives from various community
organizations have accompanied the
applicant to the local w elf are office
to help in achieving approval of the
application . . .

Urban renewal has often resulted
in an increase in the number of wel-
fare recipients. Poor families, forced
to move to different quarters, can
no longer get by on their low income
and have to seek assistance because
of higher rent and the separation of
sub-families that formerly lived in a
single household and shared their
total income."

This testimony was primarily aimee
at supporting far - reaching welfare re-
form. It is to be noted, however, that
similar views have been widely expressed
by others. For example, Piven and
Cloward have noted that:

. . . Not least, the welfare rise coin-
cided with the enactment of Federal
programs intended to restore calm to
the ghettoes (especially the anti-
poverty program) which, r ,gong the
other things, hired thousands of poor
people, social workers, and lawyers
who helped families to obtain relief.
The result was that the rolls quickly
doubled . 12

Public Assistance Program Changes.
These influences emanate from three
sources: (1) Federal legislation; (2)
court decisions; and (3) state actions in
implementing Federal law.

( 1 ) Federal legislation. The 1967
amendments to the Social Security Act
contained a number of provisions affect-
ing both future caseloads and costs.is
Among them are:

(a) Provision for disregarding work-
connected expenses of recipients in
computing payments, resulting in some
families receiving aid longer than they
would have otherwise;

(b) Work-incentive provisions for
disregarding the first $30 per month per
family of earned income plus one-third
of the remainder of earnings in deter-
mining need;

(c) The requirement that all state
programs include foster care under
AFDC for specified groups of children
(effective July 1, 1969);

11. John M, Twiname. Administrator of the Social and Rehabilitation service. U.S. Department of
Health. Education, and Welfare. U.S. Senate. Hearings before the Committee on Appropriations,
H.R. 18515, 91st Congress. 2nd session. August 19. 1970. p. 3603.

12. Frances F. Piven and Richard A. Cloward, "Welfare I: A Political Response," The New York
Times, November 15, 1971, p. 41. For other discussion of the activity of the National Welfare
Rights Organization, see Gilbert Y. Steiner, The State of Welfare. The Brookings Institution,
Washington, D,C., 1971, pp. 280-313.

13. Ironically. this legislation was aimed in part at reducing the number of welfare r -vients in two
Ways: imposing a mandatory "freeze" on the number of children for whom the :red government
would make matching AFDC payments (subsequently repealed): and provision .. o, ion of bene-
fits by welfare recipients unless they accepted offered jobs or took Job training .ne so-called work-
incentive program. For a fuller discussion of these atnerAiments, see Public Welfare Programs:
Issues. Problems, and Proposals, Tax Foundation, New York, 1969. pp. 8-10.
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(d) Provision for Federal financial
participation in vendor payments to
intermediate care facilities (institutions
providing care less than that furnished
in a skilled nursing home) under adult
programs; and provisions of emergency
assistance to families with dependent
children, including migrant families, in
danger of destitution.

(e) Requirement that states develop
programs to improve social services to
recipients and potential recipients."

In addition to these provisions, the
Medicaid program, enacted by Congress
in 1965, had side effects on maintenance
rolls. The inspection of nursing homes by
review teams under the Medicaid pro-
gram is said to have revealed that some
patients lack income needed to pur-
chase personal incidentals and are
eligible for a money payment."

(2) Court decisions. Based on Federal
court decisions, HEW has issues: regula-
tions prohibiting states from requiring
support from persons tot legally liable
for support under state law and from
Assuming as income in determining
eed the amounts that are not actually

available. These policies have resulted
in the addition of persons to +t,.e, rolls
And higher payments to persons pre-
viously on the rolls.

On April 21, 1P69, another Supreme
Court ruling removed durational res-
idence requirements as an eligibility
condition for maintenance assistance.

The 38 states which previously had
such residence requirements have thus
been affected by the new policy."

(3) State actions. No full rundown
on recent state legislation on public
assistance programs is available. As
noted above, the states were required to
implement some of the recent changes
in Federal law as a condition of receiving
financial aid. A great deal of activity
in state legislatures in recent years was
devoted to implementation of Medicaid,
and 48 now )perate Medicaid programs
(Alaska and Arizona do not). By 1971,

31 states had set up programs for
intermediate care facilities, and 20 for
the new emergency assistance program
as provided in the 1967 Federal law.

In response to Federal directives,
some states also relax,Ai
standards, shortened waiting I_ wiods for
eligibility, and simplified enrollment
procedures.

Recent Developments

State actions on welfare programs
have recently taken a different direction,
aimed at holding costs down, and
limiting future growth. At least 20
states introduced cutbacks in welfare
programs in 1971." These efforts may
account to some degree for the relative
stability in caseloads in recent months."
It is too earls to tell whether these
latest develor iTnts will have lasting
effects. They appear to demonstrate,
however, that the states may have more

14. These services include those related to employment or training, child care, foster care, (entity
counseling, homemaker services, money management, and others. They are available to welfare
recipients and those who have been or might become welfare recipients. Sharp increases in ex-
penditures for social services (for which the Federal government generally pays 75 percert of the
total costs) led Congress to place a $2.5 billion ceiling on Federal funding for social services effective
in fiscal 1973 (H.E.W. Fact Sheet on the Social Services Section of the State and Local Fiscal
Assistance Act of 1972).

15. Twiname, op. cit., p. 3603.
16. 1Atd., p. 3604.
17. Washington Report, American Public Welfare Association, Vol. 6, No. 4 (November 19, 1971),

Washington. D.C.. p. 1. The Report also noted that payments had been increased itt 8 states.
18. In contrast to a rise of 17 percent in the 12 months ending in June 1971, the number of welfare

recipients rose only 5 percent in the succeeding 12 months. N.R.W. News, U.S. Department of
Health, Education, and Welfare. October 18, 1972.
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latitude in influencing welfare costs than
is generally ascribed to them.

On the whole, however, it is future
Federal policy which is likely to have a
more pronounced influence on welfare
programs than state actions or basic
economic and demographic changes.
Numerous proposals in the past have
called for the Federal government to
assume a i r;er share of welfare costs
than it now pays. For example, the
Advisory Commission on Intergovern-
mental Relations has recommended
Federal takeover of welfare and Medi-
caid costs with uniform standards,
leaving the administration in the hands
of states and localities; and the National
Governors' Conference has urged full
Federal financing of welfare."' The
Committee for Economic Development
has urged that the Federal government
undertake a substantially higher propor-
tion of the funding of public assistance
with a view to a complete takeover of
state and local public assista....e costs
over the next five years .20

Prospects for significant revision in
the Federal role in welfare in the near
future were dimmed by action in the
92nd Congress. While many changes
were introduced, tile Senate failed to
approve the major 'reform" priposal
an income-maintenance or "family as-
sistance" planpassed by the House.
If approved, this provision would have
resulted in sizable savings to states and
localities, through greater Federal finan-
cial participation in the AFDC program.
The compromise measure which finally

emerged will have mixed effects, some
tending to raise state-local welfare costs,
and some to lower them."

The major welfare provisions affect
aids for the adult categories and Medi-
caid costs. The law replaced the present
state programs of aid to the aged, blind,
and disabled, effective January 1, 1974
with a new wholly Federal program of
supplementary security income. Under
the law, aged, blind, and disabled
persons with no other income would be
guaranteed a monthly income of at
least $130 for an individual or $195 for
a couple. In addition, the law provides
that the first $20 per month of social
security or other income would not cause
any reduction in supplemental security
income payments. States wishing to pay
an aged, blind, or disabled person
amounts in addition to the Federal
supplemental security income payment
would be free to do so. It is estimated
that Federal costs of implementing
rash benefit provisions for the adult
categories will be $1.8 billion higher
(in 1974) than under previous low.

Among provisions affecting Medicaid
were several tending to moderate the
expansion in state-local costs. These
included: (1) coverage of the disabled
under Medicare; (2) imposition of
premium, copayment, and deductible
requirements on Medicaid recipients;
and (3) retnevalof the req,;dements (a)
that states maintain their year-to-year
fiscal efforts in Medicaid and (b) that
states move toward a comprehensive
Medicaid program by 1977.

19. Advisory Commission on Intergovernmental Relations, Twelfth Annual Redort, Federalism in
1970, Washington. D.C., 1971. p. 3.

20. Improving the Public Welfare System, A statement by the Research and Policy Committee, Com-
mittee for Sconomic Development, Now York, 1970, pp. 20-21.

21. H.R. 1, "social security Amendments of 1972." as approved by tb4 Congress, October 17, 1972.
See Appendix tables A.3 and A.4 for some major provisions and cost estimates,
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Table 4.4

Summary of State-Local Expenditures for Public Welfare
Actual and Projected, Selected Fiscal Years, 1955-1980

(Dollar Figures In Millions)
1117.111/01/.11

Fiscal year

All
public
welfare

Medical
Cash vendor All

assistance payments others

Actual:
1955
1960
1965
1970

Projected:
1975
1980

$ 3,168
4,404
6,315

14,679

27,128
39,460

41114.1

$ 2,598 $ 212 $ 358
3,307 493 604
3,922 1,367 1,024
7,382 5,042 2,255

13,419 10,027 3,682
19,723 14,156 5,581

Percent increase, selected periods

1955-60 39 27 133 69
1960-65 43 19 177 70
1965-70 132 88 269 120
1970-75 85 82 99 63
1975-80 45 47 41 52

1960-70 233 123 923 273
1970-80 167 167 182 147

a. Includes payments for institutional services in intermediate care facilities, social services, ad.
ministration, employee training, and other services.

Source: Actual data from U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. Computations and
projections by Tax Foundation.

Projections

The projections developed here were
made prior to Congressional approval
of H.R. 1, and thus make no allowance
for the effects of that legislation." The
estimates are based on the assumption
that expansion in recipients and average
payments per recipient will be generally

commensurate with those of the sixties
as a whole."

The number of recipients of money
payments is projected to rise from 13.8
million in 1970 to 18.7 million in 1975
and 21.2 million in 1980 (Table 4.2).
For the decade, the rate would he only
a little more than half the rate experi-
enced during the sixties. The AFDC

22. Dross Federal costs of assuming the responsibility for financing cash allowances under the adult
categories are estimated at $3.5 billion in 1964 (see Appendix table A,4). The states and localities
may supplement the basic Federal allowance; but, on balance, statelocal expenditures for those
categories will be significantly lower than in the absence of the new legislation and the projections
thus tend to over-state spending for these purposes. The difference, however, as regards the pro-
jections, appears to have been absorbed by the end of fiscal year 1972. In fiscal years 1971 and
1972, respectively. total welfare spending increased by 27 percent and 17 percent respectively.

. WVetts, U.S. Department of Health, Education and Welfare. October 18. 1972.
23. A notable exception Is that it is assumed that the rise in AFDC caseloads will be slower in relation

to the eligible population age group, See Appendix A,2. This assumption appears to be borne out
by recent trends. In the 12 months ending In him) 1972, AFDC recipients increased by 7 percent.
as compared with a 21 percent rise In the previous year. ibid.



category is seen as continuing to account
for ever larger segments of the total,
with the (AAA group continuing to
decline both in absolute numbers and
in relation to the population aged 65
and over.

With av'rage payments per recipient
growing as in the past decade, total
cash living allowances would rise from
$7.4 billion in 1970 to $19.7 billion in
1980, at a faster pace than in the sixties
as a whole, but not nearly so rapidly as
in the years since 1965."

Projections of medical payments and
other services, on the other hand, are
seen as rising at rates significantly
lower than in the past decade, propor-
tionally to increases in both caseloads
and medical care prices. As rioted above,
recent growth in these programs re-
flects the effects of implementing new

legislation introduced in the latter half
of the sixties (e.g., Medicaid, inter-
mediate care facilities, emergency aid,
strengthened social services). It seems
unlikely that these programs will con-
tinue to expand at such sharp rates as
during the implementation period.

The over-all projections, on a fiscal-
year basis, appear in Table 4.4. Total
state-local public welfare outlays, ac-
cording to the projections, would rise
from $15 billion in 1970 to $27 billion
in 1975 and $39 billion in 1980, an annual
rate of 10.4 percent, as compared to a
rate of 12.8 percent in the sixties as a
whole, but far less than the 18 percent
increase registered in the period from
1965 to 1970. The annual rate of rise is
indicated at 13.1 percent for the first
part of the seventies, gradually slowing
to 7.8 percent for the remainder of the
projection period.

24. The data, as shown in Table 4.4, are on a fiscal year basis and therefore differ from calendar
year data depleted in Table 4.2,
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V.

Expenditures for Health and Hospitals
The states and localities play an im-

portant role in both financing and
administering health and hospital pro-
grams. The conceptual organization of
this study places emphasis on the ad-
ministrative role; that is, on the dollar
amounts spent for services provided
by state-local agencies, without regard
to the source of funds. The projections
also conform to this definition. An
examination of the financial aspect, how-
ever, may serve to put the administra-
tive role into clearer focus.

Financial Role

More than IN billion in state-local
tax funds go to the support of health

and medical services under a variety of
programs (Table 5.1). The largest
amounts are for general hosqal and
medical care and medical services under
public assistance programs. Medical and
health services are also provided under
programs of workmen's compensation,
maternal and child health, school health,
and others. Medical research and con-
struction account for the remainder of
state-local outlays for health and medi-
cal care.

Medicare and Medicaid introduced
vast changes in financial arrangements
for health and hospital care, and were
partially responsible for a near-tripling

Table 5.1

Expenditures for Health and Medical Care from
State-Local Funds, by Program.

Fiscal years 1965 and 1970

Amount (millions) Percent of total

Program 1965 1970b 1965 1970

All programs $4,910 $8,315 100.0 100.0
Health and medical services, tots' 4,566 7,712 93.0 93.5

Public assistance (medical) 812 2,527 16.5 30.4
General hospital and medical care 2,378 2,916 48.4 35.1
Maternal and child health 154 215 3.1 2.6
School health 142 263 2.9 3.2
Other public health 448 802 9.1 9.6
Miscellaneous° 632 1,049 12.9 12.6

Medical research 55 73 1.1 .8
Medical facilities construction 289 470 5.9 5.7

a. Excludes amount spent at state-local institutions but financed from private or Federal funds.
b. Data for 1970 are preliminary. The revised total for the year is $8,434 million, but details by program

are not yet available.
c. Includes medical benefits under programs of temporary disability Insurance, workmk l's compensa

tion, and medical vocational rehabilitation.
Source: U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, Social Security Administration,
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Table 5.2

Financing of All Health Expenditures, by Source of Fun' 3s.

Selected Fiscal Years, 1960-1970

Source of funds 1960 1965 1970

Total health expenditures (billions) $ 26.4 $ 38.9 $ 67.8
Percent of personal income 6.7 7.6 8.7

Percentage distribution of source of funds 100.0 100.0 100.0
Private. 75.7 75.5 63.1
Federal 11.1 11.9 24.5
State and local 13.2 12.6 12.4

a. This concept of expenditure is not directly comparable to Bureau of the Census date presented
elsewhere, mainly because the series here includes some health and medical services which the
Census Bureau does not classify as "health and hospitals." See text definition.

Source: U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, and U.S. Department of Commerce. Com.
putations by Tax Foundation.

of total health expenditures during the
sixties. Outlays for all health services
rose from $23.4 billion in 1960 to $67.8
billion in 14.70, by two percentage points
as a share of personal income (Table
3.2). It is somewhat surprising that
these developments had little effect on
the share of the nation's health bill
paid by state-local units. In 1960 these
institutions provided about 13 percent
of all health funds; by 1970 the amount
had declined by only 1 percentage point.
In this respect, the predominant effect
of Medicare and Medicaid was to
double the share of Federal spending in
health care, with a corresponding reduc-
tion in the portion financed privately
by consumers directly or through private
insurance or philanthropy. Whereas
Federal funds paid for around 12 percent
of all health outlays in 1965, the share
rose to '25 percent in 1970, as the
private share fell from 76 percent to 63
percent.

The new financial arrangements, how-
ever, did affect the allocation pattern of
state-local funds among health pro-

grams. In particular, the share of the
health dollar directed toward general
hospital and medical care declined
substantially, as medical spending for
welfare programs (including physicians'
services, nursing home care, etc.) in-
creased sharply.

Administrative Role

State and local governments own
and operate '2,257 hospitals, almost one-
third of the nation's total. Around
1,700 for these are under local govern-
ment control (counties, cities, special
districts), and the remainder are state
institutions. On an average daily basis,
there were over 630,000 patients in
state local hospitals during 1970, more
than half the number in all non-Federal
hospitals. (See Table 5.3.) While there
are more short-term general hospitals
(1,704) than any other type, the large
majority of patients are those requiring
long-term care. Over two-thirds of the
total are in psychiatric hospitals.

Concepts and Definitions. 'rho Bureau
of Census concept of health and hos-
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pitals, used in the projections in this
study, differs in two major respects from
the classification discussed previously
in relation to all national health expendi-
tures. (1) The Census data for health
and hospitals comprise direct outlays of
state and local governments without
regard to the source of funds e.g., from
patients' charges and fees, Federal
grants, and state-local tax revenues
whereas the national health data reflect
only those amounts paid from state
and local tax revenues. (2) The Census
data for the category health and
hospitals are exclusive of health and
medical outlays administered by
agencies of government other than de-
partments of health and hospitals.' In

1.

view of these differences, it is some-
what surprising that the two sets of
data are not more divergent than they
are. Under all functional classifications,
state and local jurisdictions paid $8,4
billion of the national health bill in
fiscal year 1970, as indicated in Table
5.1. On the Census basis, state agencies
in the fields of health and hospitals
administered direct outlays of $9,7
billion (Table 5.7).

Under the Bureau of Census concept,
expenditures for "hospitals" include the
following: the establishment and opera-
tion of hospital facilities, provision of
hospital care, support of other public or
private hospitals, and outlays of hos-
pitals (though not infirmaries) operated

Major categories excluded are medical vendor payments under public welfare programs; health
services provided by dentists, doctors. nurses. etc. employed in local schools and in university
infirmaries; and medical benefits under social insurance programs, notably temporary disability
insurance and workmen's compensation programs.

Table 5.3

Trends in StateLocal Hospital Patients and Expenses

Calendar Years 1965 and 1970

Category

Nun r or amount
Percent of

nation's total

1970 1965 1970

Patients in state-local hospitals

Ai) hospitals 783,712 630,350 62.6 53.9
Psychiatric 590,988 432,520 97.3 96.8
Tuberculosis 24,379 11,820 93.6 97.0
Long-term general 37,770 36,966 67.2 75.2
Short-term general 130,575 149,044 23.2 22.5

Hospital expense (millions)

All hospitals $3,923 $7,356 34.5 31.9
Psychiatric 1,522 2,465 91.6 90.9
Tuberculosis 155 146 93.9 96.1
Long-term general 252 417 62.1 65.1
Short-term general 1,994 4,328 21.8 22.1

Source: American Hospital Association.
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Table 5.4

Selected Factors Affecting Hospital Costs.
Selected Calendar Years, 1960-1970

Factor 1960 1965 4.370

Admissions (thousands) 22,970 26,463 29,252
Per 1,000 populationb 128 137 144

Occupancy (percent) 74.7 76.0 78.0

Average length of stay (c: ys) 7.6 7.8 8.2

Personnel°
Total number (thousands) 1,080 1,386 1,929
Per 100 patients 226 246 292

Hospital expense:
Total (millions) $5,617 $9,147 $19,560
Per patient days 32 44 81
Per patient star 245 346 669

a. Non-Federal short-term general and other special hospitals.
b. Total population as of July 1.
c. Full-time personnel plus full-time equivalents of part-time personnel.
d. Total expense divided by the number of in-patient days.
e. Total expense divided by the number of admissions.
Source: American Hospital Association.

in conjunction with institutions of higher
education. For "health," expenditures
cover health research clinics, nursing,
immunization, maternal and child
health, crippled children's programs,
and general public health activities such
as the inspection of water supply, food
handling establishments, and water
pollution control. Only those school
health services provided by health
armies are included.

Recent Trends

Notwithstanding conceptual differ-
ences, the Census Bureau's series on
state-local health and hospital ex-
penditures, as defined above, generally
followed the trends depicted in the data
on all national health outlays during the
sixties. These trends were remarkably
similar, as a matter of fact, to over-all

growth in the state-local government
sector. Expenditures rose from $3.8
billion in 1960 to $9.7 billion in 1970,
an average annual rate of 9.8 percent.'
As in other categories, there was a
marked acceleration in the growth rate
beginning about 1965. in the first half
of the sixties, increases were moderate,
at just over 7 percent a year. In the
ensuing five years the average rate per
year rose to 12.5 percent. These in-
creases exceeded the concurrent rise in
personal income and general popula-
tion.' The share of hospital and health
services in over-all state-local budgets,
however, remained stable.

Although hospitals account for more
than four-fifths of the health-hospitals
combined expenditure total, it is in the
health classification that increases have
been largest in recent years.

1 Historical data on expenditures appear In Table 5.7, along with the projections.
3. Bob Chapter VII for comparative data.
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Underlying Factors

Selected factors affecting short-term
hospital costs during the sixties appear
in Table 5.4. Per capita admissions to
hospitals continued to rise in relation
to the total population. Occupancy
rates rose slightly. The average length
of stay for patients, which had
previously declined in the postwar
period, resumed its rise. Moreover, the
number of hospital employees attending
patients continued its long-term upward
trend. In 1970 there were 292 employees
per 100 patients (average daily census),
as compared to 226 in 1960. These and
other influences led to a rise in hospital
expense per patient day from $32 in
1960 to $81 in 1970, with the largest
part of the rise occurring in the past
five years. The average patient's hospital
bill in 1970 was $669, nearly three times
as much as ten years earlier.

Effects of Medicaid and Medicare.
The introduction of Medicare and Medi-
caid in the mid-sixties triggered wide-
spread predictions of decline in the role
of state-local hospitals. The aged and
the indigent, it was saidgiven the
right to seek care from providers of their
own choosingwould tend increasingly
to choose private facilities, thus leading
to a decline in utilization of state-local
hospitals. Have these predictions materi-
alized? Available evidence suggests that
although there has boon some &cline,
it has not been as great as expected,
and may already have spent its force.
Two sets of data bear out this con-
clusion:

1. In an analysis of trends in 14 large
urban public hospitals, Dr. Paul Ell-
wood, Jr. found that annual admissions
declined by 9.5 percent from 19(15

through 1968.4 He noted, however, that
three-fourths of the loss occurred in the

first full year of Medicare and Medicaid,
and that in the following year, 1968,
admissions fell less than one percent
and actually increased in half of these
hospitals. In Dr. Ellwood's view, public
hospital utilization is likely to accelerate
again as hospitals become more patient
oriented, and city and county hospitals
find ways to make their facilities more
attractive to middle-class patients.

2. As shown in Table 5.3, the role of
state-local institutions in hospital care
declined somewhat from 1965 through
1970, based on both patient loads and
outlays. This trend, however, reflects
almost solely the sharp decline in
psychiatric and tuberculosis cases in the
average daily census of all hospital cases.
For the short-term general hospital
sector, in winch increasing competition
from the private sector might have been
expected with the advent of Medicare
and Medicaid, outlays at state-locally
owned facilities as well as patient loads,
remained virtually unchanged at around
one-fifth of the total.

As a result of these developments,
the administration of short-term general
hospitals has claimed a growing share
of attention in the hospital programs of
states and localities. Emphasis on
specialized treatment of psychiatric,
and to a lesser extent, tuberculosis cases
has been reduced as public general-care
hospitals 1iwv become more important.
In 1960, 43 percent of receipts at state-
local hospitals were for services rendered
at short-term general hospitals; by 1965
the portion moved up to 50 percent and
by 1970 to 59 percent..

Medicare and Medicaid thus do not
appear to have had a significant effect
on lowering the demand for services
in state-local general hospitals. The

4. Paul M. Ellwood. Jr.. M.D. and Earl J. Ifoagberg, Hospitals, Journal of the American llospilal
Association, July I. 1970. Vol. 44, p. 49.

r* ,1 61



Table 5.5

Rho lical Care Prices

Selected Years, 1955-1970
Index Numbers, 1957-59 = 100

Year
All medical

care'
Physicians'

fees
Hospital daily
service charge

Prescriptions
and drugs

1955 73.4 76.0 57.8 86.6

1955 88.6 90.0 83.0 92.7

1960 108.1 106.0 112.7 102.3

1965 122.3 121.5 153.3 98.1

1966 127.7 128.5 168.0 98.4

1967 136.7 137.6 200.1 97.9

1968 145.0 145.3 226.6 98."
1969 155.0 160.0 267.9 99.6

1970 164.9 167.0 287.9 101.3

a. Includes Items not shown separately.
Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.

major long-run effect may be of an
entirely different nature, setting a
challenge to state-local institutions to
meet the same standards as those
provided by voluntary hospitals. As
one observer noted, "second-class ser-
vice" is rapidly becoming unacceptable
to even the indigent patients now almost
exclusively identified with public hos-
pitals, for the poor are now demanding
the same quality and quantity of health
services as those available to the more
affluent segments of society.'

While state-local support of health
and hospitals under all programs kept
pace with national trends, as did out-
lays at state-local hospitals, the rise
in hospital expenditures financed by the
state-local taxpayers was far less.°

Total private and government expendi-
tures for hospital care rose from $13.5
billion in 1965 to $23.9 billion in fiscal
1969, or over three-fourths.' At the same
time the increase in state-local support
of general hospital and medical care
(excluding such care under special
programs, such as public assistance)
rose by just over one-fifth. This financial
development_ has led to complaints of
inadequate financing by some ad-
ministrators, who hold that the tax
support of the public hospital's budget
has increased very little in recent years,
despite rapid increases in costs, and that
the cities and counties have treated the
payments from Medicare and Medicaid
"as a windfall for the taxpayer rather
than a means of shoring up the finances
of the public hospital."'

S. Editorial Notes, Journal of the American Hospital Association, July 1, 1970, vol, 44 p. 89.
6. Based on the Bureau of Census concept, charges and fees imposed by state-local hospitals brought

in amounts equal to 27 percent of hospital outlays in 1960 avd 39 pei cent in 1970.
7. "National Health Expenditures, Placa' Years 1929 -70 and Cslendar Years 1929-69," Research

and Statistics Note No. 25-1970, December 14, 1970. 15.8. Department of Health, Education,
and Welfare, Social Security Administration.

8. Ray E, Brown, "The Public Hospital," Hospitals, Journal of the American Hospital Association,
July 1, 1970, p. 41. This view was echoed by a number of hospital administrators in a series of
articles on "The Plight of the Public Hospital" in the same publication.
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.tiledical Care Prices. The rise in
medical care prices in recent years has
been so widely documented as to
require little elaboration here. In the
last half of the sixties annual increases
in the over-all medical care component
of the consumers price index exceeded 6
percent. The rate of expansion in
hospital daily service chargesof partic-
ular importance in state-local ser-
viceswas especially pronounced, and
averaged over 13 percent between 1965
and 1970 (Table 5.5).

These price increases, measured
against growth in hospital outlays,
raise question as to what, if any,
increase occurred in the real quantity
and quality of hospital services, Table
5.6, based on data and methodology
developed by the Social Security Ad-
ministration,9 attempts to provide some
perspectives, for the period from 196i

to 1969. For short-term general
hospitals, rising prices accounted for
over three-fourths of the $1.6 billion
expenditure rise in this period; growth
in total population :lad relatively slight
influence; and all ')ther factorsthe
rise in the real quantify of services, as
through increasing per capita utilization,
and in qualityaccounted for about
one-sixth of the rise in expenditure.
These results suggest that, in the period
represented, the rise in quality and
scope of services per member of the
population averaged 2.7 percent per
year.

For all mental hospitals (97 percent
of whose patients are in state-local
facilities), the raw figures suggest per-
haps larger rates of increase in pro-
ductivity, as illustrated by several
developments. These include: increase in

9. See Sources of Increase in Selected Medical Care Expenditures. 1929 -1969, Staff Paper No. 4, U.S.
Department of Health. Education. and Welfare, Social Security .Administration.

Table 5.6

Analysis of Sources of Increase in
State-Local Short-Term General Hospital Expenditures

Fiscal Years 1965-1969

Average Distribution by source
annual of increase

increase
1965-69 Amount Percent of

Source of income (percent) (millions) total

Total expenditures 16.1 $1,630 100.0
Prices, 12.3 1,245 76.4
Population 1.1 110 6.8
All otherb 2.7 275 16.8

a. Based on expenditures per patient day, adjusted for changing mix of outpatients to patients In
hospital,

b. Residual representing change in per capita utilizatInn and quality of services.
Source: Basic hospital and price data from Social Security Administration; computations by Tax

Foundation.
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Table 5.7

StateLocal Expenditures for
Health and Hospitals

Actual and Projected, Selected
Fiscal Years, 1955-1980

Total,
health

Fiscal and
year hospitals

Hospi-
Health tals

Amount (millions)

Actual:
1955 $2,524 $ 471 $2,053
1960 3,794 559 3,235
1965 5,361 836 4,525
1970 9,669 1,806 7,863

Projected:
1975 17,631 3,776 13,855
1980 29,914 7,594 22,320

Percent increase, selected
intervals

1955-1960 50 19 58

1960-1965 41 50 40
1965-1970 80 116 74

1970-1975 82 109 76

1975-1980 70 101 61

1960-1970 155 223 143
1970-1980 209 320 184

Source: Basic date from U.S. Department of Corn-
mama, Bureau of the Census. Compute.
tions and projections by Tax Foundation.

the total number of admissions as well
as in the rate per thousand members of
the population at large, from 2.3 in 1960,
to 2.9 in 1965 and 3.3 in 1970;10 and a
decline in the a% erage daily census of
patients of 27 percent in the period from
1965 to 1970 (Table 5.3).

Projections

Along with other providers of medical
and hospital services, state-local units
have been victims of rapidly rising
medical prices. The outlook for future
expenditures depends heavily on the
course of prices as well as on the ability
to improve productivity of available
medical and health resources. The pro-
jections assume that hospital and health
costs will continue to rise somewhat
more rapidly than consumer prices
generally, but at rates below those
experienced in the 1965 -1970 period.

Table 5.7 presents the projections."
Total health and hospital expenditures
of states and localities are projected as
rising from $9.7 billion in 1970 to $29.9
billion by 1980, more than tripling, with
the "health" category showing the
greatest proportionate advance.

10. Data are from U.9, Department of Health, BducUion, and Welfare, as reported In Statistical
Abstrac4 of the United States, 1972, p. 74. The total days spent In mental hospitals based on the
rate per thousand members of the population, dochned from 1,261 In 1965 to 862 in 1970, about
one-third.

11. See Appendix I for basis of derivation. The health and hospital projections, unlike those for other
functions, are based on a continuation of real per capita increases corresponding to those of the
period 1965-1970, Instead of those for the sixties as a whole.
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VI.

Expenditures for Highways and Streets

State-local units have responsibility
fur providing and maintaining some 3.8
million miles of highways and streets.'
About one-fourth of the existing mileage
has been constructed with partial sup-
port from the Federal government, and
falls within what is known as the
Federal-aid system. States and localities,
however, finance upkeep and main-
tenance for the Federal-aid system and
all costs of the 2.8 million miles outside
the system (Table 6.1).

Among levels of government, the
states have principal responsibility for
both financing and administering high-
ways. About one-half of highway funds
derives from state sources, mainly
motor fuel and vehicle taxes on highway
users, supplemented by tolls on roads
and bridges, general fund appropria-
tions, and bond issue proceeds. Federal
support, about 30 percent of the total,
comes from Federal excise taxes on
motor fuels and certain vehicles, dedi-

1. The Bureau of Census classification of highways, used in this study. includes provision and main-
tenance of highway facilities, including toll turnpikes, bridges, and tunnels and ferries, as well
as regular roads, highways, city street& street lighting, and snow and ice removal. Excluded from
expenditures for highways under the Census concept are interest on highway debt, debt retirement,
highway police patrols, and traffic safety.

Table 6.1

State-Local Road and Street Mileage in the United States Classified by
Road Systems, December 31, 1971

(Mileage in thousands)

System

Total
Federally
aided and

other

Not Federally aided

Mileage
. Percent

of total

Total 3,759 '2,836 15
State highways, total 760 180 24

Primary system 469 28 6
Secondary system 134 49 37
County roads under state control 156 104 67

County roads 1,727 1,438 83
Town, township, and other local 530 523 99
City streets° 516 472 91
All other" 227 224 99

a. Municipal extensions of county, town, and township roads Included.
b. State and national parks and reservation roads and toll facilities.
Sou le: U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration.
11101111
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cated to the highway trust fund,
established by law in 1956. The remain-
ing 20 percent is collected by counties,
townships, and municipalities largely in
the form of property taxes, assessments,
and other general revenue sources.

From an administrative standpoint,
the states also have the dominant role,
disbursing nearly three-fourths of high-
way funds, either directly or through
local governments. Direct Federal ex-
penditures for highways (less than 2 per-
cent of all highway spending) are made
only on roads in national parks, forests,
and other roads owned by the Federal
government, comprising about 5 percent
of total highway mileage.

For many years capital costs have
been by far the most expensive item
in highway budgets. Capital invest-
mentto enlarge, reconstruct, and
modernize existing facilitiescurrently
runs about twice the size of outlays for
maintenance, administration, and other
current operations.

Recent Trends
Although highways in 1970 remained

the second most costly function of
state-local units, their relative im-
portance in the total declined during the
sixties? Highway outlays rose from
$9.4 billion in 1930 to $16.4 billion in
1970, or 74 percent, Jess than half the
rate experienced for all general functions.
As a result, highway spending dropped
successively from 18 percent of general
expenditures at the beginning of the
decade to only 12.5 percent in 1970.
This recent budget share is approxi-
mately the same as existed in 1950
before the acceleration of the Federal-aid
highway program (195(i). Highway out-
lays have also declined in relation to

personal income, although per capita
amounts have steadily increased.

Other perspectives on highway finance
during the sixties are depicted in Table
6.2. The rise in highway outlays was
accompanied by increases in consumer
expenditures for user-operated trans-
portation, miles of vehicular travel, and
motor vehicle registrations. There was
very little increase in total highway
mileage, as efforts were mainly on re-
constructing and improving existing
roads, especially those in the Federal-aid
system. Inflationary trends were quite
pronounced, particularly in the period
from 1965 to 1970, when highway con-
struction costs rose at the rate of
almost 7 percent annually.

Thus it cost $1.39 in 1970 to buy the
same physical volume of highway con-
struction that $1 would buy in 1965. As
a result, the real volume of capital input
during the last part of the sixties de-
clined (in spite of a $2.5 billion current-
dollar increase). The real rate of increase
in maintenance and other current opera-
tions was little more than 2 percent per
year, as compared to the close ;:o 8
percent per year current Jolter rise.

Receipts of lughway-user taxes, both
Federal and state-local, generally paral-
leled the rise in expenditures; Federal
grants, however, slowed perceptibly in
the latter half of the sixties. The volume
of highway debt outstanding Tose only
about half as much as indebtedness for
other government functions.

Federal Aid System
Although, as noted above, most

highways and streets lie outside the
Federal aid system, Federal highway
policy since 1956 has played a major
role in influencing state-local highway

2. In fiscal 1971, highways dropped Into third place, behind education and welfare. Historical data
on expenditures appear in Table 6.6. along with projections. Trends In outlays for all functions is
a share of total budgets and In relation to population and Income are shown in Ohupter VIL
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finance.' There are several different
Federal highway grant. programs, and
thc number 6.4 grown in recent years.
Among the various programs, the major
ones are the 42,500-mile system of

Interstate and Defense Highways; and
the primary, secondary, and urban
(so-called ABC) system, which is not
limited in mileage. Federal grants cover
90 percent of capital costs on the.inter-

3. The most immediate effect, of course. Is on capit,,, outlays; however, once roads are improved to
higher standards. maintenance costs, borne solely by stata-local units, become higher.

Table 6.2

Selected Factors Affecting Highway Finance

Selected Yet '4,1960 -1970

Factor 1960 1965 1970

Annual rate of
change (percent)

1960-65 1965-70

Total highway mileage 3,546 3,690 3,730 .8 .2
Rwal 3,116 3,183 3,169 .4 --.1
Municipal 430 507 561 3.3 2.1

Motor vehicle miles of
travel (billions) 718.8 887.8 1,120.7 4.3 4.8

Motor vehicle registrations
(thousands' 73, i9 90,358 108,436 4.1 3.7

Consumer expe, for
useroperated trans.
portation (millions) $39,825 $54,356 $72,262 6.4 5.9

Highway maintenance and
operation cost index
(1967 = 100) 78.4 89.7 116.8 2.7 5.4

Highway construction cost
index (1967 = 100) 80.1 90.3 125.6 2.4 6.8

Federal grant to state-
local governments for
!'ighways (millions) $ 2,935 $ 4,011 $ 4,520 6.5 2.4

State-local expenditures
for highways, total
(millions) $ 9,428 $12,221 $ 16,427 5.3 6.1

Capital outlay 6,340 8,324 10,762 5.6 5.3
Maintenance 3,C 3,897 5,665 4.8 7.8

State-local highway debt
(millions):

Debt issued $ 1,206 $ 1,070 $ 1,890 -- 2.4 12.0
Debt redeemed 616 855 1,271 6.8 8.3
Debt outstanding 13,166 15,316 19,008 3.1 4.4

Highway taxes (millions):a
Federal $ 1,984 $ 2,792 $ 3,776 7.1 6.2
State-local 5,068 6,476 9,228 5.0 7.3

a. Motor fuels, motor vehicle licenses, and operators' licenses.
Source: U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration; and U.S. Department of

Com-norce, Rureau of Economic Analysis. Computations by Tax Foundation.,, 1.110
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Table 6.3

Status of Mileage in the Interstate and Defense Highway System.

As of September 30, 1972

Status
Number of

Percent of total

miles 1972 19661

Total designated for the system 42,500 100 100
Open to tnafic, total 33,796 81 52

Completed to acceptable standards 28,957 68 39
Improved to presently adequate stand-

ards° 2,534 6 8

Toll facilities 2,305 5 6

Work in progress, total 7,374 17 42
Under construction 3,742 9 14

Engineering or right-of-way 3,632 9 27
Preliminary status or not in progress 1,330 3 6

a. Some$45 billion has been spent for the Federalald Interstate program since the accelerated program
began in 1956.

b. As of March 31; the designated system totaled 41,000 miles In 1966.
c. Additional improvements are needed to meet full standards.
Source: U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration.

4141moi.V. Isaa.p.11..141,

state system (somewhat more in those
states with large ar 9 of public domain)
and match state funds on a 50-50 basis
for the primary, secondary, and urban
programs.

The Interstate System. Recent prog-
ress toward completion of the inter3tate
system is shown in Table 6.3. Ti; the
past six years over 12,000 additional
miles of the system have lvvii opened to
traffic, bringing the total ..pen to nearly
34,000 miles, about four-fifths of the
scheduled mileage. In 1966, only about
half the system was open to traffic,

ationally, there remains a considerable
amount of work in each of the process
stages (construction, engineering, and
right-of-way acquisition). Some states
arc quite close to completing their des-

ignated 1, the system; others
have furthv

Several legislative and administrative
developments in recent years affect the
future of the interstate system. In 1968,
Congress apt' coved an increase in the
designated mileage of the system from
41,000 to 42,500 miles. By 1970 it had
become clear that the system could not
be completed by the 1972 target date,
itrid Congress extended the completion
date through fiscal year 1976, at the
same time extending the Highway
Trust Fund for five years (to October
1, 1977), w;th Federal taxes continued
at existing rates. Moreover, administra-
tive estimates of the total costs of the
system were also increased. Originally
estimated to cost $27 billion, the inter-

4. For example. at the end of Juno. 1950. seven states had obligated funds for all preliminary engineer-
!mt. and 30 states had L percent or lees to be obligated. Five states had obligated all right-of-way
and 13 had 5 percent or less to be obligated. 1970 National Riantray Needs Report. U.S. Depart-
ment of Transportation. Federal Highway Administration. Bureau of Public Roads. Washington,
D.C., December 1000, p. 20,
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state system, according to 1972 projec-
tions, will cost $68.3 billion, 47 percent
more than the amount estimated in
1965. The cost over-run, which will
eventually prove even larger no doubt,
is attributed to higher design standards,
inflation, and added system miles.°

Other Federal Aid Systems. During
the past six years an additional 61,000
miles in the Federal-aid ABC program
were completed, bringing the total
since July 1, 1956 to 272,000 miles
completed, with construction or im-
provement of some 14,000 additional
miles uuderway or authorized (Table
6.4). Cumulative investment for con-
struction of these systems is close to
$34 billion. Costs are presently shared
on an approximately equal basis by
Federal and state-local governments.
(The 1970 Federal-Aid Highway Act
changed the Federal share of ABC
funds from 50 to 70 percent, effective
July 1, 1974.)°

Other Recent Developments

From 1965 through 1969 Federal high-
way disbursements to states and lccali-
tiesfor work completed on all sys-
temsremained steady at close to $4
billion a year, about four-fifths of which
was allocated to the Interstate System.?
The scheduled amounts for distribution
in the early part of the seventies are
more than one-third larger, in view of
Congressional action in recent years. In
addition to increasing the annual
amounts available for the interstate
system and the regular ABC system,
legislation introduced several new pro-
grams and expand .d others, Included

Table 6.4

Active and Completed Projects in
the Federal-Aid Program of
Primary, Secondary, and

Urban Highways
As of September 30, 1972

Number Total
of cost

Status miles (billions)

Total 272,359
Completed since

July 1, 1956 258,645
Underway or

authorized 13,714

$33.7'

25.5

5.1

a. Includes $3.1 billion of work in the engineering
or right-of-way aciulsition stage. not shown sepa-
rately.
Source: U.S. Department of Transportation, Fed-

eral Highway Administration.

were programs for Appalachian road-
building; landscaping, scenic enhance-
ment, and other beautification; new
highway and motor vehicle safety; new
urban traffic operations improvements
(TOPICS) to reduce traffic congestion
in urban areas; expanded aid to high-
ways in rural areas; new Economic
Growth Center highways; special high-
way employee training; bridge replace-
ment; and a new urban system to help
solve urban transportation problems.

A discussion of the full scope of
these recent program developments lies
outside the range of this study. Initial
authorizations for Federal expenditure
are relatively small, in comparison
with most older programs, and some
of the newer efforts are of an experi-
mental or temporary nature. Two,

5, 19"0 Needs Report, op. p. 20.
0. ler discussion of these and other highway financing arrangements, see Highway Statistics,1970, U.S. Department of Commerce, Federal Highwaj. Administration, pp. 64-68.7. Although cutbacks, to restrain inflationary pressures and conform to Congressional mandates forFederal expenditures control, were ordered at intervals during each of the fiscal years 1907 through1970, the amounts finally made available each year were equal to or greater than the projectedamounts before the cutback, 1070 Needs &Pori. op. 0 pp 01-52.
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however, merit special comment: the
new urban system and the bridge re-
placentent program. The Federal-aid
program in urban areas has heretofore
been confined by law to extensions of
the rural interstate and primary routes
into and through the cities. The new
system will consist of additional routes,
to be select %I cooperatively by local
officials and state highway administra-
tors. Congress authorized $100 million
for the urban system for each of the
fiscal years 1972 and 1973. These
amounts are said to represent only a
small fraction of sums needed, which
are estimated at $4 billion annually
over the next 20 years, without any
allowance for cost increases.'

Similarly, the bridge replacement
program, for which Congress authorized
$125 million annually in 1971 and 1972,
will require large sums. The initial
plan calls for an inventory of all bridges
on the Federal-aid system; evaluation
of their serviceability, safety, and es-
sentiality for public use; and assignment
of a priority for replacement of each
bridge. Preliminary estimates indicate
that, of the 593,000 bridges in the nati.m,
88,900 are critically deficient, and that
900 new major waterway crossings are
needed. Total costs are estimated at
$18.8 billion. Nearly three-fourths of the
bridges are on country, secondary, and
rural roads not affiliated with the
Federal-aid highway system.'

The needs estimate covers capital
expenditure requirements onlyi.e.,
new construction, reconstruction, major
resurfacing, and enhancementand ex-
cludes the $18.8 billion said to be needed

for bridges. Maintenance and ad-
ministration expenses are not included.
In presenting the needs estimates, the
Bureau of Public Roads cited several
reasons why the projections probably
understate actual current needs: (1)
travel projections, particularly in urban
areas, have proved too conservative in
the past, and seem likely to be so in
the latest projections; (2) legislation
since the basic estimates were prepared
has provided for new programs such as
an urban system, relocation housing
assistance, and fringe parking; (3) the
growing awareness of the social and
environmental responsibilities of the
highway program calls for new design
concepts; and (4) new safety features
are not reflected in the projection of
needs.'"

Even with the exclusions noted, this
needs estimate implies a level of high-
way capital outlay, in each of the .text
15 years, roughly twice present f pend-
ing. Drawing board needs, of course,
differ from what is technically, politi-
cally, or economically feasible to ac-
complish within a given time span.
Existing Federal highway-user taxes, if
extended, would yield an estimated
$9.6 billion in 1980, only $1.7 billion
more than in 1970. State-local highway -
user receipts, which support both main-
tenance and mital expenditure, now
amount to $9 billion (excluding bond
proceeds) and will rise slowly. Thus
within the present financial structure,
it seems highly unlikely that such needs
estimates could become a realistic
policy goal for achievement in the next
15 years.

8. Address by Federal Highway Administrator F. C. Turner before Northern Virginia Chapter.
Virginia Motor Vehicle Conference, September 25, 1971, Arlington, Virginia, H.S. Department of
Transportation. Federal Highway Administration News, pp. 4-5.

9. 1970 Needs Report. op. cit.. p. 59.
10. Ibid.. p. 54.
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Projections

The full effect of recent Federal
legislation on highway policy remains to
be seen, and still other questions con-
cerning future policy are as yet un-
answered. What seems clear, however,
is that as work on the 42,500-mile
interstate system tapers off, there is not
likely to be a corresponding decline in
highway activity. Numerous other pro-
grams seem potential candidates for
Congressional consideration. As noted
above, the new urban system and the

bridge replacement program will require
sizable funds if these program goals
are to be realized. The Federal Highway .

Administrator has suggested that the
major focus of the post-interstate pro-
gram should be on cities and the primary
road system. The latter system is made
up of highways usually signed as U.S.
routes (e.g., U.S. 1). One recommenda-
tion is that the heaviest traveled of
these roads be converted into "Juni .w

Interstates," by building a parallel two-
lane road to make divided highways out
of them; estimated Federal and state

Table 6.5

Local Expenditures for Highways by Purpose

Actual and Projected, Selected Fiscal Years, 1955-1980

Purpose

Fiscal year
Total

highways
Current

operation
Capital
outlay

Actual:

Amount (millions)

1955 $ 6,452 $ 2,215 $ 4,237
1960 9,428 3,088 6,340
1965 12,221 3,897 8,324
1970 16,427 5,665 10,762

Projected:
1975 22,969 8,209 14,760
1980 29,810 11,402 18,408

Percent Increase, selected intervals

1955-1960 46 39 50
1960-1965 30 26 31
1965-1970 34 45 29
1970-1975 40 45 37
1975-1980 30 39 25

1960-1970 74 83 70
1970-1980 81 101 71

.11mommolba..

Source: Actual data from U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. Computations and
projections by Tax Foundation.
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costs are a minimum of $2 billion
annually."

Although illustrative projects have
been indicated, no attempt is made here
to specify the nature of future highway
investment. The projections assume that.
increases in capital expenditures for
highways will parallel those of the past
decade, rising somewhat more rapidly
in the early part of the seventies and at
a slightly slower pace thereafter, follow-
ing completion of the interstate system.
(It is implicitly assumed here that the
Highway Trust Fund or an alternate
means of Federal financing will be
continued past the presently scheduled
expiration date in 1977.)

Capital expenditures are estimated at
$14.8 billion in 1975 and $18.4 billion
in 1980, as compared with $10.8 billion

in 1970. For the decade as a whole,
the projected annual rate of rise is
5.5 percent, the same as was experienced
during the sixties (Table 6.5).

Outlays for current operationsmain-
tenance, administration, and research
are projected to double during the
decade, rising from $5.7 billion in 1970
to $11.4 billion in 1980. The accelerated
rate, 7.2 percent per year as compared
to 6.3 percent in the sixties, is due
mainly to sharply rising costs foreseen
for maintaining roads and streets.

According to the projections, total
highway outlays would rise by about
four-fifths, or from $16.4 billion in
1970 to $29.8 billion in 1980. Relative
gains would average 6.1 percent
annually, as compared to 5.7 percent in
the previous decade.

11. Address by F. C. Turner. Federal Highway Administrate-, before Annual Highway Safety Con-
ference of the National Association of Women Highway Safety Leaders, Inc., October 5, 1971,
U.S. Department of Transportation. Federal Highway Administration News.
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VII.

Over-All Expenditures
and Related Considerations

This Chapter reviews recent over-all product, increased at rates under 7 per-
trends in spending, presents projections cent annually.
for the categories not included in the By the early sixties, the thrust of thefour major functions previously dis- "forces more or less automatically boost-
cussed, and summarizes the expenditure

ing state-local outlays appeared to haveprojections. At the same time, perspec- lessened somewhat. Expenditure gains
tives on the expenditure totals are pro- from 1960 to 1965 eased to 71 percent
vided by comparison of rates of growth annually, not so far out of line withover time, and in relation to population increases in other major sectors. (Theand income.

gross national product rose by a little
Trends in Over-Ail Spending over 6 percent a year.)

While the expansion of state-local A third "cycle" appears to have gotten
budgets has been remarkably persistent under way in the last half of the sixties,
from year to year since 1950, there have ushering in unprecedented increases in
been at least three apparent "cycles" of outlays of states and localities. Spending
growth, each of intermediate length. rose from $75 billion in fiscal 1965 to
These three periods were characterized $131 billion by 1970, by more than
by different rates of change reflecting three-fourths. Annual rates of growth
underlying social, political, and economic averaged 12 percent in this five-year
forces at work. The first occurred in the interval, and extended up to 13 and 14
postwar years up to 1960, when states percent in the most recent years re-
and localitieslike other sectors of the ported. By comparison, annual rates of
economywere trying to cope with change in other sectors of the economy
dislocations generated largely by the de- from 1965 to 1970, seemed modest :2

pression in the thirties and the war in
the forties, as well as by changing de- Rate
mographic characteristics. These in- Sector (percent)
fluences have been documented.t In the Consumer buying 7
years from 1950 to 1960 state-local Business, spending for new
general outlays grew from $23 billion to plant and equipment rd
$52 billion, at average annual rates of Federal government pur-
around 9 percent. During the same chases 8
period, growth in the. over-all economy, Gross national product 7
as measured by the gross national State-local purchases 12

I. See, for example, Fiscal Outlook for State and vocal Government 0 l975, Tax Foundation. 1900.
2, Computations based on purchases of goods ..nd services, calendar year basis, Data from Bureau of

Economic Analysis, U.S, Department of Cl/simerce.
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Table 7.1

Sources of Growth in
State-Local General Expenditures

Fiscal Years 1965 to 1970

Annual Percent
rate of of
change total

Source (percent) Increase

Amount
of

Increase
(bil-

lions)

Population 1.1 9.1 $ 5.2
Pricer 3.8 31.7 18.0
Other 7.1 59.2 33.6

Total 12.0 100.0 $56.8

a. Total population growth only.
b. Consumer prices only.
Source: Computed from data published by U.S.

Department of Commerce and U.S. De.
pertment of Labor.

Available evidence suggests that in the
past two years (since the 1970 fiscal
year ended) state-local finance has
continued as the number one growth
sector of the economy, although there
are indications that recent increases
have receded from previous peak rates.

Some of the underlying influences
are discussed in Chapter IL While it is
not possible to isolate and measure the
influence of all causal factors, Table 7.1
summarizes effects of some broad ele-
ments. It shows the relative contribu-
tion of changes in population and prices
generally to the 1965-1970 expansion of
state-local outlays.

Within the context of this analysis,
it can be seen that factors other than
general population and price trends
contributed nearly three-fifths ($34 bil-
lion) of the increase. This "all other"
category includes the effects of program
additions and expansions; excess in-
flation (as through more rapidly rising

salaries in government, medical care,
construction, etc.); more intensive
utilization of state-local services per
unit of population; and still other
influences.

General price effects, however, were
significant, accounting for almost one-
third, or $18 billion, of the 1965-1970
rise in state-local spending. General
population growth accounted for less
than 10 percent, or $5 billion, of the
rise.

The Outlook
Previous chapters have dealt with

education, public welfare, health and
hospitals, and highways. In total these
four largest categories account for about
70 percent of state-local general spend-
ing. To gain perspective on the entire
expenditure outlook, it is first necessary
to examine the remainder of categories,
accounting for about 30 percent of the
total.

Miscellaneous General Expenditures.
These other services, classified as "mis-
cellaneous," cover a wide range of some-
what heterogeneous activities. While
there was variation in growth rates
among the different types of services in
this group, the over-all rate of increase
in the past decade was similaronly
slightly lessthan for the four largest
categories. From 1960 to 1970 miscel-
laneous general expenditures rose from
$16 billion to $38 billion, or at an aver-
age rate of 9.3 percent a year. After
adjustment for growth in total popula-
tion and in general prices, the annual
increases during the sixties averaged 5.5
percent; that is to say, the per capita
rise in real terms was 5.5 percent a
year.'

Projections for the six segregable
classifications of these miscellaneous

3. "Real," as used here, means that adjustment has boon made for consumer price/ generally: no
account is taken of differential rates which apply to state-local purchases (see discussion in Chap-.
ter II).
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Table 7.2

Detail of State-Local General Expenditures for Miscellaneous Functions.
Actual and Projected, Selected Fiscal Years, 1950-1980

Function

Interest Housing
Police on Sanitation and
and General general and urban All

Fiscal year fire controlb debt sewerage renewal other°

Actual:

Amount (millions)

1950 $1,264 $1,041 $ 458 $ 834 $ 452 $ 3,070
1955 1,923 1,452 838 1,142 499 3,819
1960 2,850 2,113 1,670 1,727 858 6,313
1965 3,855 2,773 2,490 2,360 1,250 9,358
1970 6,518 4,682 4,374 3,413 2,138 16,715

Projected:

1975 10,448 7,'32 7 CJ6 8,585 3,585 28,800
1980 16,226 11,340 12,475 11,333 5,826 46,760

Percent increase, selected intervals

1950-1955 52.1 39.5 83.0 36.9 10.4 24.4
1955-1960 48.2 45.5 99.3 51.2 71.9 65.3
1960-1965 35.3 31.2 49.1 36.7 45.7 48.2
1965-1970 69.1 68.8 75.7 44.6 71.0 78.6
1970-1975 60.3 58.1 71.6 151.5 67.7 72.3
1975-1980 55.3 53.2 66.2 32.0 62.5 62.4

1960-1970 128.7 121.6 161.9 97.6 149.2 164.8
1970-1980 148.9 142.2 185.2 232.1 172.5 179.7

Annual rates of change, selected intervals

1950-1955 8.8 6.9 12.8 6.5 2.0 4.5
1955-1960 8.2 7.8 14.8 8.6 11.4 10.6
1960-1965 6.2 5.6 8.3 6.5 7.8 8.2
1965-1970 11.1 11.0 11.9 7.7 11.3 12.3
1970-1975 9.9 9.6 11.4 20.0 10.9 11.5
1975-1980 9.2 8.9 10.7 5.7 10.2 10.2

1960-1970 8.6 8.3 10.1 7.0 9.6 10.2
1970-1980 9.5 9.2 11.0 12.8 10.5 10.8

a. Totals appeal In last column of Table 7.3.
b. Includes financial administration.
c. Excludes education, highways, public welfare, and health and hospitals.
Source: Basic data from U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. Computations and

projections by Tax Foundation.
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Table 7.3

Summary of State-Local General Expenditures by Major Function

Actual and Projected, Selected Fiscal Years, 1950-1980

Major function

Fiscal year
Total

general Education Highways
Public
welfare

Health
and

hospitals
All

others

Actual:

Amount (millions)

1950 $ 22,787 $ 7,177 $ 3,803 $ 2,940. $1,748 $ 7,119
1955 33,724 11,907 6,452 3,168 2,524 9,673
1960 51,876 18,719 9,428 4,404 3,794 15,531
1965 74,546 28,563 12,221 6,315 5,361 22,086
1970 131,332 52,718 16,427 14,679 9,668 37,840

Projected:

1975 214,800 80,746 22,969 27,128 17,631 66,326
1980 320,021 116,877 29,810 39,460 29,914 103,960

Percent Increase, selected intervals

1950-1955 48.0 65.9 69.7 7.8 44.4 35.9
1955-1960 53.8 57.2 46.1 39.0 50.3 60.6
1960-1965 44.0 52.6 29.6 43.4 41.3 42.2

1965-1970 76.2 84.6 34.4 132.4 80.3 71.3
1970-1975 63.6 53.2 39.8 84.8 82.4 75.3

1975-1980 49.0 44.7 29.8 45.5 69.7 56.7

1960-1970 153.2 181.6 74.2 233.3 154.8 143.6

1970-1980 143.7 121.7 81.5 168.8 209.4 174,7

Annual rates of change, selected intervals

1950-1955 8.2 10.7 11.2 1.5 7.6 6.3
1955-1960 9.0 9.5 7.9 6.8 8.5 9.9
1960-1965 7.6 8.8 5.3 7.5 7.2 7.3

1965-1970 12.0 13.0 6.1 18.4 12.5 11.4

1970-1975 10.3 8.9 6.9 13.1 12.C. 11.9

1975-1980 8.3 7.7 5.4 7.8 11.2 9.4

1960-1970 9.7 10.9 5.7 12.8 9.8 9.3

1970-1980 9.3 8.3 6.1 10.4 12.0 10.6

a. See detail In Table 7.2.
Source: Basic data from U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. Computations and

projections by Tax Foundation.
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functions appear in Table 7.2, along
with historical trends. The projections
are designed to answer the question:
What levels of expenditure would prevail
in 1975 and 1980 if per capita spending
for each of the functions, in constant
dollars, continues to rise at the rate
experienced from 1960 to 1970?

According to the projections, outlays
for the miscellaneous activities would
rise from $38 billion in 1970 to $104 bil-
lion by 1980, by 10.6 percent annually.

The fastest growing categories among
these miscellaneous functions are seen
as sanitation and sewerage; interest on
general debt; housing and urban re-
newal; and "all other." The last group-
ing includes local parks and recreation,
natural resources, airports, water trans-
port and terminals, employment security
administration, and general public build-
ings.

In all cases the increases depicted
for the rest of the seventies are some-
what above those of the sixties. The
differential is due to the assumption
that general prices will rise slightly
faster in the period ahead.

Summary of Expenditure
Projections

The outlook for total spending by
major functions is depicted in Table
7.3, in comparison with historical trends.
Under the assumptions behind this
study, state and local general expendi-
tures would rise from $131 billion in
fiscal 1970 to $215 billion by 1975 and
$320 billion by 1980. The ten-year rise
to 1980 of 144 percent would be some-
what less than the 153 percent growth
in the past decade. In terms of annual
rates, the projections indicate a 9.3
percent yearly rise to 1980, compared

Table 7.4

Functional Distribution of State-Local General Expenditures

Actual and Projected, Selected Fiscal Years, 1960-1980

Percent of total

Actual Projected

Function 1960 1965 1970 1975 1980

Total general 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00
Education 36.08 38.32 40.14 37.59 36.52
Highways 18.17 16.39 12.51 10.69 9.32
Public welfare 8.49 8.47 11.18 12.63 12.33
Health and hospitals 7.31 7.19 7.36 8.21 9.35
Police and fire 5.49 5.17 4.96 4.86 5.07
General controls 4.07 3.72 3.56 3.45 3.54
Interest on general debt 3.22 3.34 3.33 3.49 3.90
Sanitation and sewerage 3.33 3.17 2.60 4.00 3.54
Housing and urban

renewal 1.65 1.68 1.63 1.67 1.82
Other general 12.17 12.55 12.73 13.41 14.61

a. Includes financial administration.
Source: Computed from data In Tables 7.2 and 7.3.
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Table 7.5

State-Local General Expenditures for Major Functions in
Relation to Personal Income

Actual and Projected, Selected Fiscal Years, 1960-1980

Expenditures per $1,000 of personal income

Actual Projected

Function 1960 1965 1970 1975 1980

Total general $131.99 $144.82 $169.03 $184.16 $193.68

Education 47.63 55.49 67.85 69.23 70.73

Highways 23.99 23.74 21.14 19.69 18.04

Public welfare 11.20 12.27 18.89 23.26 23.88

Health and hospitals 9.65 10.41 12.44 15.12 18.10

Police and fire 7.25 7.49 8.39 8.96 9.82

General controls 5.38 5.39 6.02 6.35 6.86

Interest on general debt 4.25 4.84 5.63 6.44 7.55

Sanitation and sewerage 4.39 4.58 4.39 7.36 6.86

Housing and urban
renewal 2.18 2.43 2.75 3.07 3.53

Other general 16.06 18.18 21.51 24.69 28.30

a. Includes financial administration.
Source: Computed from data in Tables 7.2 and 7.3.

to 9.7 percent in the sixties. Higher
rates, averaging 10 percent annually,
are portrayed in the first of the projec-
tion period, gradually slowing to 8
percent in the last part of the decade.

The only factor accounting for the
indicated decline in the over-all rate of
spending is the expectation that case-
loads in education and in welfare will
rise less rapidly in the years ahead. For
all other services combined (i.e., the
total less education and welfare), out-
lays are shown as rising from $64
billion in 1970 to bitiO billion in 1980,
or at annual rates averaging 9.6 percent
as compared with 8.3 percent in the
sixties.

Other Perspectives on the
Projections

The projections reveal some shifts as
among different functional groupings,
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as well as further increases above the
rise in personal income and population.

Functional Shifts. Some reallocation
of funds among the major functions is
foretold in the projections, with the
role of education and highways in the
total declining significantly from recent
levels (Table 7.4). The share of the
budget devoted to education rose from
36 percent in 1960 to 40 percent in
1970, but is projected to fall b.ick to 37
percent by 1980. The share for high-
ways-18 percent in 1960, fell to 12.5
percent in 1970 and is projected to drop
to just over 9 percent by 1980. Further
increases in the portion of funds for
public welfare, health and hospitals, and
most other types of general spending
are foreseen by 1980.

Relation to Income. Table 7.5 directs
attention to the relationship between



state-local expenditures and personal
income. From 1060 to 1970 expenditures
rose from $132 to $169 per $1,000 of
personal income. The increase in ex-
penditures (153 percent) was nearly
three-fifths higher than the 98 percent
rise in personal income. The 1980 pro-
jections of expenditures amount to

$194 per $1,000 of the assutned levels
of personal income. All major functions
except highways would continue to
rise at rates above personal income
gains.

Per Capita ChangesCurrent and Con-
stant Dollars. Data ill Tr ble 7.6 provide

Table 7.6
Per Capita State-Local General Expenditures for Major Functions in

Current and Constant Dollars
Actual and Projected, Selected Fiscal Years, 1960-1980

Amount Percent increases

Actual Projected
1960-
1970

1570-
1980Function 1960 1970 1975 1980

Current dollars

Total general $289 $644 $993 $1,386 123 115
Education 104 259 373 506 148 96
Highways 53 81 106 129 53 AO
Public welfare 25 72 125 171 193 137
Health and hospitals 21 47 82 130 124 173
Police and fire 16 32 48 70 101 120
General controlb 12 23 34 49 95 114
Interest on general debt 9 21 35 54 131 152
Sanitation and sewerage 10 17 40 49 74 193
Housing and urban

renewal 5 10 17 25 119 141
Other general 35 82 133 203 133 147

Constant 1970 dollars°

Total general $380 $644 $821 $990 70 54
Education 137 259 309 361 89 40
Highways 69 81 88 92 17 14
Public welfare 32 72 104 122 124 69
Health and hospitals 28 47 67 93 7] 95
Police and fire 21 32 40 50 53 57
General controlb 15 23 28 35 49 53
Interest on general debt 12 21 29 39 76 80
Sanitation and sewerage 13 17 33 35 33 109
Housing and urban

renewal 6 10 14 18 67 72
Other general 46 82 110 145 78 76

a. Computed on the basis of unrounded numbers.
b. Includes financial administration.
c. Adjusted by consumer price index.
Source: Competed from data in Tables 7.2 and 7.3, with price data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics,

U.S. Department of Labor.
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perspectives on expenditure trends ad-
justed for population and general prices.
Per capita state-local spending rose
from $289 in 1960, by 123 percent, to
$644 in 1970. In current dollars, the
projections indicate a future rise to
$1,386 by 1980, or 115 percent.

In dollars of 1970 purchasing power,
per capita state-local outlays would
rise by 54 percent from 1970 to 1980,
to $990. The increase shown for some
services is significantly higher than the
over-all average.

Expenditures by Object. The number
of (full-time equivalent) employees of
state-local jurisdictions is estimated to
increase by 2.6 million from 1970 to
1980, of from 8.5 to 11.1 milliona
percentage rate significantly below that
of the sixties (Appendix Table A.5). The
slackening reflects educational trends
discussed elsewhere. With average
salaries continuing to go up at rates
of the 1960-1970 period, however, pay-
rolls would still increase substantially
by 2.4 times as compared to 2.6 times
in the sixties.

Capital outlays, in current dollars,
are projected as approximately doubling,
rising from $30 billion in 1970 to $58

4. See Chapter VIII, page 93.

80

billion in 1980 (Appendix Table A.6).
The "money" increase is proportionately
about the same as in the sixties. Growth
in actual physical volume (i.e., adjusted
for prices) would be somewhat: less.

Some Uncertainties

Based on trends during the sixties and
assumptions concerning future economic
parameters, the projections do not take
into account future policy decisions
which could influence spending. In
particular, no allowance is made for the
potentially stimulative effect of new
funds from the Federal revenue sharing
program.4 Other Federal programs are
under consideration (e.g., national
health insurance) or have recently been
enacted (welfare for adult categories)
under which the Federal government
would take over the financing and ad-
ministration of some programs formerly
administered by state-local units. There
is no way of knowing to what extent any
resulting influx of new Federal funds
would add to the total stream of spending
by all levels of governments, or would
serve as a substitute for state local funds
now applied to similar programs.



VIII.

General Revenues

The rapid growth in state -Meal spend-
ing during the sixties was paralleled by
gains in revenue.' For the decade as a
whole, annual revenue increases aver-
aged 10 percent. As was the ease with
spending, however, this average obscures
the disparate rates of change which took
place at different intervals within the
period. From 1960 through 1965, the
rate of increase was just. under 8 percent
a year, more than 2 percentage points
less than the rate for the preceding five
years (1955-1960).2 This slowing in the
revenue growth rate, however, proved
to he short-lived. In the ensuing five
years increases averaged 12 percent
annually and reached 13 and 14 percent
in the last two fiscal years reported
(1960 and 1070). By 1070, general
revenues totaled $130.8 billion, up $80
billion or 159 percent from their 1960
level

nnpanying these revenue increases
were some significant structural changes,
as reflected both in intergovernmental
financing arrangements and in the cont-
position Of reVelltle.4 raised by state lora I
units from their own sources. Each of
the major revenue sources contributed
to die over-all rise---state and local

taxes, charges and other nontax rev-
clines,' and Federal grants-in-aid.
While Federal grants more than
doubled, rising faster than other revenue
components, $65 billion, four-fifths of
the decade's rise in revenues, came 1
state-local own sources. Subst-!
though it was ($51 billion), Or, ,

state-locally imposed taxes laggc.. )-

portionately behind that of other inajor
revenue categories, with the result that
taxes dropped from around 72 percent
of general revenues in 1960 to 66 percent
in 1970. Revenues from charges and
miscellaneous sources rose from 15 to 19
percent of the total, and Federal grants
from 14 to 17 percent.

These broad structural changes were
accompanied by other developments
leading to it decline in t he role of local
governments, relative to higher levels,
in financing combined state-local ser-
vices. Shifts in the intergovernmental
shares of state-local financing arc de-
picted in Table 8 1, showing general
revenues according to the originati;,g
level of government. During the decade
the rise hi funds raised by Federal and
state units combined grew at it rate half
again as rapidly as that for locally

I. The term "menu.," as used here, deals with "general revenue" only: that is, all state-local
re .enun except that from utilitlev liquor stores, and insurance-trust systems (employee retirement,
unemployment and workman's compensation).

2, Data on historical trends appear in Table 5.11, along with projections.
3. Designated an current charges and miscellaneous general revenues, these categories comprise

amounts received from the public for performance of spe.,111e services bent:111,11m the person charged;
from sales ,,f Commodities and services except those by liquor to9res and local utilities; from fees,
toll charges, tuition, gross Income of commerical-type activitiesparking lots. school lunch pro-
grams. etc, "iscellatteotts general revenue includes interest earnings on deposits and securities
other than ...wrest on insurance trust funds, special assessments, sales of property, and other
Items.
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The outlook for future revenues can
best be examined through separate
analysis of the major components of

STATE AND

.Mate -local tax collections rose from
$36.1 billion in 1960 to $86.8 billion in
1970, by over $50 billion or 140 percent.e
The annual rate of the increase for the
decade as a whole was just over 9
percent. While, as noted earlier, the rise
in taxes alone was not proportionately
as steep as that for other revenue
sources, more than three-fifths of the
total revenue increase came from taxes.
Year-to-year increments in tax collec-
tions were somewhat uneven, reflecting
changes in the taxable base brought on
by ,oth economic fluctuations and new
tax laws. In general, there was a sharp
acceleration in the rate of increase
beginning in 1966. Prior to thatfrom
1961 through 1965annual increments
averaged 7.3 percent. In succeeding
years of the decade annual increases
averaged 11 percent and exceeded 13
percent in 1969 and 1970.

state-local general re enuestaxes,
charges and miscellanew .8 receipts, and
Federal grants-in-aid.'

LOCAL TAXES

Shifting Tax Sources

Underlying the over-all rise in taxes
were disproportionate rates of growth
in different tax sources. Gaining most
strongly were lev'm on individual in-
come and general sales, for which yields
more than tripled during the decade.
These two sources rose half again as
rapidly as the total for all other taxes
combined. For the most part these
changes represented an extension of
trends since World War II.

The performance of the property
tax, however, veered from the pattern
set in the previous postwar years. At
the turn of the century the tax brought

about 82 percent of state-local tax
yields; this portion declined steadily,
vtaching 46 percent by 1950. In the face
of widespread predictions of further
decline in its role, the property tax
continued to produce around 46 percent
of all state-local tax revenues through-
out the fifties, and had dropped only
slightly (to 44 percent) in i+. thare of
the total by 1965.

In the ensuing years, up to 1970, the
property tax portion of state-local
taxes dropped to 39 percent, In terms
of its contribution +o total state-local
general revenue (Le., taxes, plus nontax
state-local sources and Federal aid), the
decline was even more precipitate (Table
8.1). The share of the property tax in
over-all state-local finance dropped
from 31 percent in 1960 to 25 percent in
1970. On the basis of the same kind of
shifting analysis discussed above, the
weight of the property tax thus dropped
by about one-fifth during the decade.
Other means of financing, in this sense,
"reduced" property taxes by some $8
billion below the level they would have
attained had they maintained their
1960 role in the over-all state-local
revenue structure.

Still another measure of the shifting
composition of taxes is shown in Table
8.2, relating change:, in tax yields to
changes in personal ;ncome. The, per-
centage change in tax yields per $1,000
of personal income represents, in effect,
the change in taxes adjusted for income
growth. The comparisons furnish still
another measure of the rising importance

6. Receipts from borrowing are not included In revenues. Debt financing Is discussed In Chapter IX.
0. Data on historical trends In tax collections appear In Tables 8.7 and 8.11, along with projections.
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Table 8.2

Yields of Major State-Local Taxes in Relation to Personal Income

Selected Fiscal Years, 1955-1970

Tax

Tax yields per $1,000 of personal income

1955 1960 1965 1970

Total taxes $78.74 $91.89 $99.55 $111.71

Individual income 4.15 6.23 7.95 13.92

Corporation income 2.49 3.00 3.75 4.81

Sales and gross receipts 25.63 30.15 33.25 39.02

General 10.36 13,17 15.50 20.76

Selective 15.26 16.98 17.75 18.27
Prop arty 35.99 41.74 43.87 43.83
Other 10.48 10.73 10.73 10.13

Source: Basic data from U.S. Department of Commerce. Bureau of the Census and Bureau of Economic
Analysis. Computations by Tax Foundation.

of income taxes and general sales taxes.
Property tax yields, when adjusted for
income change, rose about 16 percent
in the last half of the fifties, 5 percent
in the first half of the sixties, and de-
clined slightly in the last half of the
sixties.

Annual Fluctuations

While long term growth considera-
tions are of primary concern in projec-
tion studies, maia' fluctuations in
revenues cannot be discounted as re-
gards their possible influence on long-
term yields. An uneven pattern of year-
to-year changes in tax yields mirrors the
expansion and contraction phases of the
business cycle, as well as one-time annual
boosts in the level of taxes following
periods of heavy legislative tax activity.'
There appears to be some interaction

between these two sets of forces, as when
threatened deficits-often reflecting a
decline in business activity-are met by
statutory enactment of higher taxes.
Since few tax measures are of a tem-
porary nature, Mice in force the higher
rates tend to become permanent. Thus
short-term cyclical declines evoke
legislative initiatives with lasting in-
fluence on the long-term level of tax
revenues.

Two periods of recession occurred
during the sixties: (a) the nine months
following a peak in May 1960 and
extending through February 1961; and
(b) the 12 months from November 1969
to November 1970.8 Thus for the 105
months from February 1961 to
November 1969, the general economy
was technically in an expansion phase,
although growth during the early years

7. Although absolute growth will continue after the Initial year reflecting statutory changes, the
percentage rise will 110(11110ln following years because of the larger base against which future annual
increments are to be compared.

8. Based on National Bureau of Economic Research, Inc. determinations as published in Business
Conditions U.N. Depart mina of Commerce. February 1072, p, 110. the dates of the latest
contraction are tentative and subject to revision as more Information becomes available,
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Table 8.4

Legislative Actions Increasing Major State-Level Taxes

January 1, 1959 through January 1, 1972

Tax

Number of legislative actions Number
of states

Increasing Enacting levying
Total lax rates new taxes tax, 1972

Total 514 474 40

General sales 75 63 12 45

Personal income 66 54 12 40a

Corporation income 71 62 9 44

Motor fuels 71 71 50

Cigarette 145 140 5 50

Alcoholic beverages 86 88 2 50

a. Excludes Connecticut, New Hampshire, and Tennessee, where tax applies to certain Investment
income only; and New Jersey, where tax applies to commuters' income only.

Source: Advisory Commission on Intergovernmental Relations (1959-1970) and Tax Foundation records
(1971),

%yard off budget deficits which would
otherwise have resulted from the
threatened decline in taxes below
amounts anticipated %Olen budgets %yore
drawn up, sometimes as long as 18 to 30
months in advance of a fiscal period.
Legislative action in 1969 and 1971 het
new records in statutory tax increases,

Just as legislative decisions and
economic change interacted in shaping
short-run fluctuations in tax receipts,
these. factors were the major source of
long-term growth in tax revenues during
the sixties,"

Legislative Tax Increases

Statutory re isions in state taxes were
extensive (luring the sixties. Table 8,4
presents the record of new tax enact-

ments and rate increases for the six
major state tax sources during the
period from 1959 to January 1, 1972.
During this period there were 40 adop-
tions of a major state tax, and a total
of 474 rate increases in existing taxes.

The annual volume of state tax-
raising measures was especially heavy
in recent years, New records of $4 billion
and $5 billion annually were set in 1969
and 1971, respectively." On the whole,
state and local combined taxes in fiscal
1970 were about $13 billionmore than
one-third--higher than the yields which
would have resulted from the 1965 tax
structure without statutory increases."

With these legislative increases, the
top rates imposed on the major tax

11, Changes In administrative and collection procedures (e.g., withholding of personal income taxes)
also played some part In augmenting teat collections from existing levies: the quantitative im-
portance of such procedural devices, ho' ever, is not readily ascertainable, and on the whole is
probably relatively small In comparison with the two maj 'r growth sources.

12. "State Tax Prospects, 1072," Tax Poundation's Tar Itcvletr, Vol. 33, No. 3 (March 1072). State
tax action is reviewed annually In a fall issue of the Tor Perim.

13. This $13 billion reflects initial yields generated by nw legislation, together with subsequent growth
affecting the base to which the new measures were applied. It. Is based on the difference between
the amount the 199!3 tax structure would have produced in response to economic change alone and
actual tax receipts in 1070,
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sources moved up sharply (Table 8.5).
General sales tax rates rose from a
maximum of 4 percent in 1960 to 7 per-
cent in 1972, top marginal rates on
personal income from 10,12- to 18 percent,
and top corporate income tax rates from
9i to 12 percent. Similarly, new break-
throughs occurred ist the rates vg the
selective sales taxes. By the end of 1971,
the large majority of states had adopted
all of the major state taxes.

There is no comprehensive record
available as to statutory action on local
taxes, particularly the property tax,
which makes up 85 percent of local tax
revenues. Altogether there were 82,319
local jurisdictions with property-taxing
power in 1962; the number declined to
70,726 by 1967, the latest year re-
ported." During the corresponding inter-
val, the market value of locally assessed

real property rose from $969 billion to
$1,277 billion, or 32 percent (see Ap-
pendix Table A.7). At the same time
(from fiscal 1962 to fiscal 1967) total
property tax collections increased 38
percent. This relationship suggests that
legal rate increases in this latest Census
period were on the order 1 percent
annually." While comparable data are
lacking for later years, the performance
of the property tax in relation to income
in the period from 1965 to 1970 suggests
that there has been little, if any, over-all
increase in effective property tax rates
in relation to income.

For local nonproperty taxes, the major
legislative development during the
sixties was toward more general use of
local sales taxes. Twelve states approved
local sales tax levies from 1960 to 1970,
bringing the number of jurisdictions

14. Census of Governments. Volume 1, 1902 and 1967, Bureau of the Census, U.S. Department of
Commerce. The decline reflects mainly a reduction a the number of school districts from around
35,000 in 1962 to 22,0(10 In 1967, partly offset by a rise In special districts. Not all of these latter
districts, however, have taxing powers.

15. This estimate, however, Is somewhat tenuous. There are no separate data on the personalty and
realty components of property tax collections: and the market values of property as estimated by
the Bureau of the Census do not extend to personal property. The net assessed value of personal
property, which comprised 14% of the taxable base in 1966. grow only 13% between 1961 and
1906: the corresponding rise in net assessed value of real property was 40%, Ibid.

Table 8.5

Illustrative Trends in Statutory Rates of Selected State Taxes, 1960-1972

Highest state
rate

Lowest state
rate

Tax 1960 1972 1960 1972

General sales (percent) 4 7 2 2
Personal incometop marginal rate

(percent) 10.5 18 3 2'
Corporation incometop marginal rate

(percent) 9,5' 12' 1.75' 2.3'
Gasoline (cents per gallon) 7 10 3 5

Cigarette (cents per pack) 8 21 2 2

a, Applies to all taxable Income.
Source: State Tax Guide, Commerce Clearing House.
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Table 8.6

Income Elasticity of Major State-
Local Taxes.

Tax

As
Range in projected

other in this
studiest study

Individual income 1.5-1.8 1.7
Corporate income 1.1-1.3 1.2
Property .7-1.1 .9
General sales .9-1.05 1.1
Motor fuels .4- .6 .6
Tobacco .3- .4 .5
Alcoholic beverages .4- .6 .5
Other selective .9-1.1

sales
.9

Motor vehicle
licenses

.2- .4 .5

All other .6-1.2 .9

a. Percent change In tax yield per 1 percent
change In gross national product.

b. These are elasticities derived in more than a
dozen studies. See FederalState Coordination
of Personal Income Taxes, Advisory Commission
on Intergovernmental Relations, Washington,
October 1965, p. 42, for a list of authors.

levying tho tax to more than 3,500,
located in 'A states and the District of
Columbia. I z contrast, the trend toward
wider use of local income taxes was more
restrained. The niajor new adoW,ions of
local income taxes were in Michigan,
where the state authorized a uniform
city income tax in 1964, and in New

York City and Baltimore. By 1970 in-
come or payroll levies were being
utilized by several thousand localities in
nine states and the District of
Columbia."

Projections-Taxes
Given the previowAy stated assump-

tions concerning the course of the
economy and the automatic response of
different taxes to economic growth, it is
now possible to project future yields
from the 1970 tax structure.17 Table
8.6 presents data on the typical per-
formance of each major tax when income
rises by one percent."

If the present tax system were left to
itself, without increases in statutory
rates or the adoption of new levies, what
amounts would be available in 1975 and
1980? The results, and some perspectives
on them, appear in the accompanying
tables.

Total tmes would rise to around 5201
billion by 1980, about 2.3 times their
size in 1970 (Table 8,7). The rate of ad-
vance would be only slightly less than
that experienced during the sixties. It
should be noted, however, that increases
would be somewhat higher-around 10
percent annually-during the early part
of the period, falling to around 7.5 per-
cent in the latter part of the decade."

iO. For a discussion of the historical development., revenue effects, and other characteristics of local
sales and income taxes, see City Income Taxes (1907) and Stale and Local Sales 7'axes (1070),
published by the Tax Foundation.

17. As noted below, the projections are adjusted for a portion of the state tax changes enacted in
1971. According to the assumptions as spelled cut in Chapter 11,gross national ,,roduct would rise
by 55.0% in current dollars, from 1070 to 1975 and by 41.7% from 19713 to 1980. Real output lx
computed as rising at 4.1 P;, annually frIlin 1900; prices are assumed to rise at the rate of 3.9% from
1970 to 19713 and 3.0% from 1975 to 198().

18. Total yield from a given tax structure over a period of time will reflect economic change according
to the shifting weight of each tax. The automatic response of tax yields to income change, plus
new tax legislation during the sixties, combined to raise the over-all Income elasticity of state-
local taxes from .91 in 1990 to .98 by 1970. Without further legislation, this measure would rise to
around 1,07 by 1980. That is to say, for each 10 percent change In income, tax revenues world
rise by 10.7 percent. A fuller discussion of elasticities for various taxes was 31ven in Fiscal Outlook
for Slate and Local Government to 1976, Tax Foundation, Now York, 1900, pp. 103-100.

10. Two technical characteristics of the projections methodology produce this moult: (a) the inclusion
of some 14.4 billion annually in tax Increases enacted since the end of the 1970 fiscal period (up
to October 1971), which have already raised potential yields in 1975; and (b) the assumption of a
leveling In general price increases In the latter part of the seventies. (The tax projections do not
take into account an additional $1.5 billion annually In higher state taxes enacted in late 1971 and
in 1972.)
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The outlook would be for it continua-
tion of inure intensive use of income
taxes, stability in general sales tax
shares, and furt' or declines in the role
of selective sales, property, and miscel-
laneous taxes. The property tax, al-
though its role in the structure would
decline further, would continue tic) he
by far the largest single tax source, with
yields of around $50 billion by 1975 and
$70 billion by 1980. No separate pro-
jections are made as regards taxes
originating at state versus local levels.

It is implicit in the projected yield
pattern, however, that further increases
would occur ill the state share of all
taxes.

Per capita state-local tax collections
would double, rising from $420 in 1970
to $871 in MO, or T.4 pettent annually.
When adjusted for assumed price
changes, the per capita increase would
be 4.6 percent annually. Total tax.%
would rise by about $10 per $1,000 of
personal income (see Table 8.8).

Table 8.7

Yields of Major State-Local Taxes by Type of Tax.
Selected Fiscal Years, 1950-1980

Type of tax

Fiscal
year

individua!
income

Corporate
Sales

Property
All

otherincome General Selective

Actual:

Amount (millions)

1950 $ 788 $ 593 $ (b) $ (b) $ 7,3119 $ 2,030
1955 1,237 744 3,090 4,553 10,735 3,125
1960 2,463 1,180 5,177 6,672 16,405 4,220
1965 4,090 1,929 7,981 9,13E 22,583 5,521
1970 10,812 3,738 16,128 14,194 34,054 7,869

Projected:
1975 24,243 6,749 26,949 19,824 50,911 11,633
1980 41,435 10,124 39,319 25,108 70,003 15,113

Percent of total

1950 5.0 3.7 (b) (b) 46.2 12.8
1955 5.3 3.2 13.2 19.4 45.7 13.3
1960 6.8 3.3 14.3 18.5 45.4 11.7
1965 7.9 3.7 15.6 17.8 44.4 10.7
1970 12.5 4.3 18.6 16.4 39.2 , 9.1

1975 17.3 4.8 19.2 14.1 36.3 8.3
1980 5.0 19.6 12.5 34.8 7.5

a, See total tax collections in Table 8.11. Projections include additions since 1970 up to October 1971:
$5,948 in 1975, and $8,922 In 1980. Exclude higher state taxes enacted in late 1971 and in 1972, esti-
mated to yield $1.5 billion per year currently.

b. Detail not available. Total for general and selective sales tax was $5,154 or 32.4 percent of total tax
revenue.

Source: Basic data from U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. Computations and
projections by Tax Foundation.
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Table 8.8

State-Local Tax Collections in Rela-
tion to Population and Income.

Selected Fiscal Years, 1950-1980

Per capitab
Per

Fiscal
year

Current
dollars

Constant $1,000 of
1970 personal

dollars income

Actual :
1950 $105 $170 $ 73.21
1955 143 207 78.73
1960 201 264 91.89
1965 265 327 99.55
1970 426 426 111.71

Projected:
1975 649 563 120.29
1980 871 668 121.71

a. Excludes social insurance taxes. Constant
dollar figures adjusted by consumer price
index.

b. Based on estimated total population, Including
armed forces abroad, at the middle of the
fiscal year.

Source: Basic data from U.S. Department of
Commerce and U.S. Department of Labor.
Computations and projections by Tax
Foundation.

These are the results which would
occur if the present tax structure were
left to itself and if this study's assump-
tions prove correct as regards the per-
formance of the economy and the rate
of inflation. Revenues from existing
taxes could be higher or lower than pro-
jected, depending upon the true course
of the economic variables. For a number
of reasons, however, it seems highly im-

probable that the present tax structure
will remain unchanged throughout the
seventies. For example, as noted earlier,
the threat of budget deficits in periods
of recession often induces the states to
enact new and higher taxes.2°

Future policy changesapart from
economic conditions--sviliviay a decisive
role in determining the actual amounts
raised in taxes. Since spending and
taxing go hand in hand, a crucial factor
will be decisions as to how much of the
nation's resources is to be allocated to
the state-local sector. The structure of
state-local taxes will also be influenced
by future decisions concerning the levels
of government, and the specific tax
sources, from which funds will be raised.

At present major questions as to
future tax structures are posed by issues
in intergovernmental finance. There are
already proposals under active con-
sideration in several states for massive
changes in tax structures growing out
of recent court decisions questioning
the use of the property tax in its present
form for the support of public schools.
The main thrust of these proposals is to
shift more of the tax burden upward to
the state level and to substitute state-
level taxes for a portion of local taxes
on residential property. (See discussion
in Chapter III, page 36.) Actions by
the legislator .1'4 voters up to late
1972 suggest the states will be
slow to approve major changes in their
present school financing arrangements
unless forced to do so by the courts.

OTHER GENERAL REVENUE FROM STATELOCAL SOURCES

States and localities in 1970 collecLed
some $22 billion in current charges and
fees and miscellaneous general rev-

enues--an amount just slightly in
excess of Federal grants-in-aid for the
same year. During the sixties revenues

20. While the projections are based on the assumption that there will be no major periods of "depres-
sion" during the rest of the seventies, recessionary periods similar to those of the postwar period
are not ruled out.
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front these state-local sources increased
front about 15 to 17 percent of all
general revenues.

Charges and fees produced close to
$15 billion in fiscal 1970, almost three
times as much as in 1960, primarily from
users of services in the fields of educa-
tion, highways, hospitals, housing and
urban renewal, and sanitation. Table
8,9 presents receipts from these sources,
as related to associated expenditures.
Except for the housing and urban re-
newal category, it appears that charges
and fees are being relied on more heavily
than in earlier years for financing major
services."

ProjectionsOther General
Revenue

The projections assume a continued
slight upward drift in the role of user
Charges and fees, primarily in highway
charges, hospital fees, and sanitation
services. While user receipts in educa-
tion (mainly tuition and fees in higher

education, but also such items as school
lunch sales) moved up in their support
of educational outlays in the early
sixties, in recent years they have leveled
off at around 11 percent of the total.
This constant percentage is applied in
the projections. Under these assump-
tions, revenues from eharges and fees
would reach $26 billion by 1975 and
around $40 billion by 1980, increasing
by 166 percent for the decade.

A relatively small category of state-
local revenue"miscellaneous gen-
eral"--displayed the highest growth
rate of any major revenue category
during the sixties as a whole, and more
than doubled during the period from
1965 to 1970 alone. This grouping con-
sists largely of income from special
assessments, sale of property, and
interest earnings. In part this unusual
spurt of growth seems due to conditions
not likely to remain permanent.; hence
some slowing of further increases is pro-
jected, with receipts estimated at $13
billion in 1975 and $21 billion in 1980.

FEDERAL GRANTS-IN-AID

Revenues from Federal grants con-
tinued as one of the fastest growing seg-
ments of state local receipts during the
sixties, and the increasing trend was
accelerated in the years from 1965 '.o

1970. 'Wend aid provided under $7
billion of state-local general revenues in
1960 and almost $22 billion in 1970.

Annual increases averaged 10 percent in
the first half of the sixties and 15 percent
in the second half. Table 8,11 depicts
these aids as defined by the Census

Bureau under intergovernmental rev-
enues to states and localities.

Changes in the functional composition
of Federal payments to states and
localities are shown in Table 8,10.22 In
all major categories' except highways,
Federal payments to states and localities
have risen significantly as a share of
state loeal outlays for the same func-
tions, The effects of the introduction
of new programs in education and public

21, For a fuller discussion of such charges for cities, see Special Assessments and Service Chariot in
Municipal Finance,Tax Foundation, 1970.

22, The owlets on Federal intergovernmental expenditures to atate local governments differs somewhat
from data published by the flurea,1 of the Census on revenues from this source as reported by state-
local units, as well as from the concept of grants as shown In the Federal budget, Bookkeeping
and timing procedures apparently introduce WIT twenties In the two merles as reported by the Census
Bureau, Major differences between the Budget and Census merles on Federal payments rmult,
from substantive differences In definition of aids, For n full discussion. moo Special Al alases of the
United States Government, Fiscal Year 1973, p. 259,
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Table 8.9

State-Local Revenues from Charges and Fees, by Major Function

Selected Fiscal Years, 1955-1980

Fiscal
year

Total -
all

functions Education Highways Hospitals

Housing
and

urban All
renewal otherb

Actual:

Amount (millions)

1955 $2,927 $ 939 $ 274 $ 453 $ 269 $1,037
1960 5,2 9 1,769 568 883 339 1,760
1965 8,402 3,193 700a 1,372 458 2,679
1970 14,873 5,803 1,105 3,053 589 4,323

Projected:
1975 25,729 8,882 1,649 6,841 1,144 7,213
1980 39,500 12,856 2,275 11,607 1,815 10,947

Percent of expenditures for associated function

1955 8.8 7.9 4.2 22.1 53.9 8.1
1960 10.3 9.4 6.0 27.3 39.5 9.0
1965 11.3 11.2 5.7 30.3 36.6 9.6
1970 11.3 11.0 6.7 31.6 '7.5 12.1

1975 12.3 11.0 7.2 38.8 31.8 12.5
1980 12.8 11.0 7.6 38.8 31.8 12.5

a. Estimated. Data are available for toll facilities only.
b. The largest sources of charges and fees not shown separately here are sanitation and nonhighway

transportation.
Source: Basic data from U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. Computations ani.:

projections by Tax Foundation.

welfare (e.g., Medicaid) were partic-
ularly pronounced in the last part of
the sixties.

Although amounts of "aid," as defined
by different agencies vary," there can
be no doubt by almost any measure
that sharp increases in grants occurred
in fiscal 1971 and 1972. The latest
Federal budget reported a 25 percent
rise in grant payments in fiscal 1971, to
a level of $29.8 billion, and estimated
that the totals would rise to $39 billion

in 1972 and further to $43 billion in
fiscal 1973."

Congressional action in 1972 will have
significant influence on the future course
of Federal grants to states and localities.
Three enactments, in particular, deserve
mention:

1. State and Local Fiscal Assistance
Act of 1972. More commonly known as
Revenue Sharing, this law provides for
the distribution of $30.2 billion over a

23. See note 22 supra.
24. Special Analyses. op. CU., p. 245. These estimates Include $2.25 billion in fiscal 1972 and $5 billion

in 1973 for general revenue-sharing.

92 11-4% "
1/4 4-4t
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five-year period, beginning January 1,
1972. Recipients will be more than
38,000 general-purpose state and Ideal
governments. (See Appendix III for a
summary of provisions.)

2. Federal Water Pollution Control
Act Amendments of 1972. Th:N "dew)
air" law authorized $24.6 billion In 75-
percent Federal matching funds, pri-
marily for the construction of municipal
wiu.te treatment plants (including sew-
age collections systems), and to reim-
burse municipalities for plants they have
already built in expectation of Con-
gressional action. Of the $18 billion
earmarked for new municipal plants, $5
billion was to be available in fiscal
1973, $6 billion in 1974, and $7 billion
in 1975. Previously the Federal matching

share of water-pollution projects was
55 percent.

3. Social Security Amendments of
1972. These provisions (discussed in
Chapter IV, page 54) will have pri-
nmry effects in freeing up some state -
local funds rather than in affecting the
size of future grants.

Projections-Federal Aid
The projections are based on the as-

sumptions that (1) Federal grants for
purposes other than general revenue
sharing and municipal waste treatment
will rise commensurately with associated
expenditures for each function (as pro-
jected independently); (2) general rev-
enue sharing grants will amount to
$6.2 billion in 1975, as now legislated,

Table 8.10

Federal Grants in-Aid to State-Local Governments by Major Function.
Selected Fiscal Years, 1950-1970

Fiscal
year

Total-
s!!

functions
Educe-

tion
High-
ways

Housing Health
and and

Public urban hospi-
welfare renewal tals Other

Amount (millions)

1950 $ 2,371 $ 369 $ 429 $1,131 $ (b) $ (b) $ 442
1955 3,099 521 589 1,429 (b) 73 487
1960 6,994 950 2,905 2,070 226 115 738
1965 11,062 1,677 3,997 3,098 676 292 1,322
1970 23,257 5,844 4,608 7,574 1,609 931 2,691

Percent of state -local expenditures for aided function

1950 10.0 5.1 11.3 38.5 (b) (b) 4.9
1955 9.2 4.4 9.1 45.1 (b) 2.9 6.1
1960 13.5 r.1 30.8 47.0 26.3 3.6 4.8
1965 14.8 5.8 32.7 49.1 54.1 5.4 6.3
1970 17.7 '11.1 28.1 51.6 75.3 9.6 7.5

a. This series represents Federal intergovernmental expenditures to states and localities and differs
somewhat from reported data on Intergovernmental revenues received from the Federal government,
as shown in Table 8.15.

b. Not available; included in "other,"
Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, and Tax Foundation cornputs.tions,
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Table 8.11

Summary of State-Local General Revenue by Major Source

Actual and Projected, Selected Fiscal Years, 1950-1980

General revenue from own sources

Miscelia-
Total neous Federal

Fiscal general Current general grants-
year revenue Total Taxes charges revenue in-aid

A lual:

Amount (millions)

1950 $ 20,911 $ 18,425 $ 15,914 $ (a) $ (a) $ 2,486

1955 31,073 27,942 23,482 2,972 1,487 3,131

1960 50,504 43,530 36,117 5,319 2,095 6,974

1965 74,000 62,971 51,243 8,402 3,327 11,029

1970 130,756 108,898 86,795 14,873 7,230 21,857

Projected:

1975 227,632 179,233 140,309 25,729 13,195 48,399

1980 329,011 262,057 201,102 39,500 21,455 66,954b

Percent increase, selected intervals

1950-1955 48.6 51.6 47.6 25.9

1955-1960 62.5 55.8 53.8 79.0 l'.. 9 122.7

1960-1965 46.5 44.7 41.9 58.0 58.8 58.1

1965-1970 76.7 72.9 69.4 77.0 117.3 98.2

1970-1975 74.1 64.6 61.7 73.0 82.5 121.4

1975-1980 44.5 46.2 43.3 53.5 62.6 38.3

160-1970 158.9 150.2 140.3 179.6 245.1 213.4

1970-1980 151.6 140.6 131.7 165.6 196.7 206.3

Annual rates of change, selected intervals

1950-1955 8.3 8.7 8.1 4.7

1955-1960 10.2 9.3 9.0 12.3 7.1 17.4

1960-1965 7.9 7.7 7.3 9.6 9.7 9.6

1965-1970 12.1 11.6 11.1 12.1 16.8 l',8

1970-1975 11.7 10.5 10.1 11.6 12.8 17,2

1975-1980 7.7 7.9 7.5 9.0 10.2 6.7

1960-1970 10.0 9.6 9.2 10.8 13.2 12.1

1970-1980 9.7 9.2 8.8 10.3 11.5 11.8

a. Detail not available. Total for current charges and miscellaneot. general revenue was $2,511 million.

b. Projections assume the continuation of revenuesharIng beyond the 1976 expiration date in current
law. See Appendix I.

Source: Basic data from U.S. Department of Commerce, bureau of the Census. Computations and
projections by Tax Foundation.

ommirmal



Table 8.12

Percentage Distribution of State-Local General Revenue by Major Source
Selected Fiscal Years, 1950-1980

From own sources

Fiscal
year

Total
all

sources

Total
own

sources Taxes Other*

From
Federal
grants

Actual:
1950 100.0 88.1 76.1 12.0 11.9
1955 100.0 89.9 75.6 14.4 10.1
1960 100.0 86.2 71.5 14.7 13.8
1965 100.0 85.1 69.2 15.8 14.9
1970 100.0 83.3 66.4 16.9 16.7

Projected:
1975 100.0 78.7 61.6 17.1 21.3
1980 100.0 79.6 61.1 18.5 20.4

a. Charges and fees and miscellaneous.
Source: Computed from data In Table 8.11.

and that new legislation will continue
these grants at a level of $0.4 billion in
1980; and (3) anti-water pollution
grants will be spaced out over a period
of years, as construction takes place,
totaling $3.5 billion in 1975 and $4.0
billion in 1980.

=111111

Based on these assumptions, Federal
grants-in-aid would amount to $48 bil-
lion in 1975 and around $67 billion in
1980. The rise for the decade would be
at approximately the same rate as in
the period from 1960 to 1970, but would
represent a slowing of recent trends.

PROJECTIONS OF TOTAL GENERAL REVENUES

Table 8.11 brings together the figures
on general revenues-from taxes, charges
and miscellaneous soirees; and Federal
grants-in-aid. General revenues in total
are projected as rising from around $131
billion in 1970 to $228 billion by 1975
and $329 billion by 1980, or 21 times,

and slightly less than during the previ-
ous decade. The role of state-local taxes
would continue to decline somewhat
(from 66 percent of the total in 1970 to
61 percent in 1980), as both Federal
aids and nontax sources rose in im-
portance (Table 8.12).
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IX.

Over-All Finance

In the preceding chapters projections
for all general revenues and expenditures
have been developed. Table 9.1 presents
data on the state of balance on general
state-local transactions as projected,
with past comparisons. Under the condi-
tions assumed, general revenues would
tend to rise at a faster rate than the
indicated growth in expenditures. Rev-
enues as projected would exceed spend-

ing by around $13 billion in 1975 and
$9 billion in 1980, or by 6 percent and 3
percent respectively. While the margins
as projected are not large, those of even
this magnitude would be unusual for the
general accounts,' The only year during
the sixties in which general revenues
exceeded general expenditures was fiscal
1966, when the "surplus" was about
two-tenths of one percent. In all other

1. On a national incotue and product accounts basis, taking into account a more inclusive set of
transactions, stater-local budgets have produced a surplus in all but three years since 1960. The
surplus generally results from an excess of receipts over outlays in Nodal insurance transactions
,e.g., employee retirement). Mee Appendix Table A.9.) The reported over-all sarpluil in the second
quarter of 1972, however, is so large ($14.8 billion annual rate) as to suggest that there was also
a general accounts surplus, excluding social Insurance funds.

Table 9.1

Comparison of State-Local General Revenues and General Expenditures

Actual and Projected, Selected Fiscal Years, 1950-1980
(Billions)

MIIIIIII1MMMIMIMII.OMIIMOIMIMIIIMINI1lMMIMI /A

Fiscal year
Gmmeral
revenue

General
expenditures

Deficit (-- )
or surplus (-I-)

on general
transactions

OM,

Actual:
1950
1955
1960

$ 20,911
33,724
50,505

$ 22,787
31,073
51,876

$ 1,876
+ 2,651

1,372
1965 74,000 74,546 546

1966 83,036 82,843 + 193

1967 91,197 93,350 2,153
1968 101,264 102,411 977

1969 114,500 116,728 2,228
1970 130,756 131,332 576

Projected:
1975 227,632 214,800 + 12,832
1980 329,011 320,021 -4- 8,890

Sources: Tables 7.3 and 8.11.
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years there were small deficits on general
:Lemmas ranging from four-tenths of
one percent (1970) to 2 percent (10(;7).

The main reason why general ammats
are usually in a deficit position is that
there is a long-standing tradition in
most states and localities of financing
sizable portions of capital outlay by
borrowing,2 and some use is made of
short-term borrowing. The proceeds
from such loans are not considered as
"revenue," and are thus not included
in Bureau of the Census l gums on
revenues. Moreover, the retirement of
debt issues does not enter as an "ex-
penditure."

Because of debt-financing and for still
other reasons, it is necessary to delve
further into the financial operations of

state-local units before evaltiatiag the
adequacy of funds for financing general
functions. In addition to debt financing,
the other main factors are: (1) states
and localities can be expected to increase
their holdings of cash and securities both
as offsets to debt and as working
capital, as their scale of operations
expands; and (2) there are claims
against general funds (and/or borrow-
ing) to finance some activities not
covered under general expenditures.

This section will explore the broader
outlook for state -local finance, taking
into account, fund requirements in addi-
tion to those for general expenditures.
Particular attention will be given the
largest of these sources of demand for
added fundsdebt transactions.

DEBT TRANSACTIONS

The growth in state-local debt gener-
ally kept pace with the rise in revenues
and expenditures over the past two
decades, increasing from $24 billion in
1950 to $144 billion in 1970, about
six-fold.5 The timing of the growth in
debt within the period, however, was
notably different from that of other
financial aggregates. The most pro-
nounced expansion in debt came from
1950 to 1060, when the volume of out-
standing debt almost tripled, reaching
$70 billion. In contrast, revenues and
expenditures scarcely more than doubled
during that interval. The period was
marked by an upsurge in capital invest-
ment for new schools, roads and streets,
buildings, etc.and the filling of back-
logs built up in prior years during the
depression and World War II. This
pattern was reversed in the years from
1960 to 1970, when the rise in debt (105

percent) was below that for general
revenues and expenditures (more than
150 percent).

Moreover, during the last half of the
sixties there was no general acceleration
in the rate at which debt was increasing,
contrary to the sharp jump in the rate
of expansion of both revenues and
expenditures. Although there were some
temporary disturbances in credit
Markets affecting the rate at which new
securities were issued in 1970, a major
factor in the relatively stable growth
of debt during the sixties appears to
have been the lessening in pressures for
higher spending for capital improve-
ments.

Apart from the differences in the rate
of growth in total debt over the postwar
period, there were some notable changes
in its composition. Long-term debt

2. Capita: outlays of these units totaled $220 billion in the ten years 1901 through 1970. Approxi-
mately half of this spendlog was financed by long-term security issues.

3. Historical data appear in Table 9.3, along with projections,
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declined relatively to the total, as a
marked upsurge appeared in out-
standing short-term obligations during
the last half of the sixties, reflecting in
part credit conditions with primary
effects on issuance of long term bonds,4
Another significant turn-around affect-
ing the structure of state-local debt was
the reduction in the rate at which non-
guaranteed debt was increasing. From
1950 to 1960 this type grew by almost
eight-fold; from 1960 to 1970 non-
guaranteed debt incraased far less, by
123 percent (Appene.ix Table A,10).

The future demand for credit on the
part of the states and localities may be
expected to reflect prevailing judgments
by those who make the decisions. as to
the need for capital funds measured
against the cof,t of acquiring them, in-
cluding the added cost of carrying
credit.

Cost of Credit

Forces largely outside the control of
state-local units determine the supply
of loanable funds in the capital markets
and tilt.. terms and conditions under
which they may be available to borrow-
ers at large. High and rising interest
rates tend to reduce current municipal
bond sales for a number of reasons:
(a) the higher rates add to the cost of
the anticipated capital investment and
may thus price the asset out of line
with expected benefits; (b) when rates

are rising, there may be a tendency to
postpone borrowing in the hope that
rates will fall; and (c) there are legal
limitations, in 111Ft jurisdictions, on
allowable interest ri4 t es.

Credit market conditions had strong
negative influence en the rate at which
municipal bonds were issued during the
fiscal year ending June 30, 1970.6 A
tightening in money and credit markets
which had been developing for some
time became particularly acute in the
last half of calendar 1969 (first half of
fiscal year 1970). Interest rates on
state-local bonds, as well as private
issues, rose sharply, with pronounced
effects on the timing of bond sales.
Studies by the Federal Reserve Board
have attempted to measure the effects
of the difficulties associated with high
interest rates, compounded by legal
ceilings on interest rates. The results
indicate that restrictive monetary condi-
tions and high interest rates led to a
net shortfall of $5.2 billion in long-term
borrowing below planned levels for
fiscal 1970.6 State-local units "planned"
to borrow $18.5 billion; only $13.3 billion
was actually borrowed.

In fiscal 1971, despite various legal
and technical problems,7 state-local
units, stimulated by relatively favorable
market conditions, issued long-term
bonds in record volume. The total,
$23.1 billion, represented a sizable

4. Long-term obligations are these with maturity of more than one year: in 1970 they accounted for
over nine-tenths of total outstanding debt.

8. High interest rates in calendar year 1966 also had some )ffect on statelocal bond offerings, For
an account, see Paul F. McGouldrick. "Monetary Lestraint and Borrowing and Spending by
Large State and Local Governments in 1906," Federal Reserve Bu,klin, July 1968: and John E.
Peterson, "Monetary Restraint. llorrowIrg. and Capital Spending by Small Local Governments
and State Colleges in 1906," Federal R.,serve Bulletin, December 1968,

6. A total of $7.4 billion in long-t6tm borrowing setbacks was experienced during the fiscal year:
but $2.2 billion, though postponed was completed before the end of the fiscal year, John E. Peter-
son, "Response of State and Loral Government:, to Varying Credit Conditions," Federal Reserve
Bulletin, March 1971, pp, 209-224.

7. These included voter rejections of .10 pereent of proposed borrowing authorizations submitted
to vote: uncertainty over certain Norco.: Revenue Service guideline.; and queetimus of con-
stitutionality of a two-thirds majolty re....kired for a bond authorization in some jurisdictions.
Paul Schneiderman. "Planned and tita. Long-Term Borrowing by State and Local Govern-
mentos" Federal Reserve Bulletin, De embus 1971, pp, 977-982.
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Table 9.2

Capital Outlays and Proceeds of New State-Local Security Issues
Actual and Projected, Selected Years, 1960-1980

Amount (millions)

Year

Percentage
Capital
outlay

Security
issues%

financed by
borrowing

Actual:

1960 $15,104 $ 7,247 48.0
1961 16,091 9,463 52.6
1962 16,791 8,568 51.0
1963 17,638 9,151 51.9
1964 19,087 10,201 53.4
1965 20,535 10,471 51.0

22,330 11,303 50.6
1967 24,233 14,643 60.4
1968 25,731 16,489 64.1
1969 28,240 11,838 41.2
1970 29,650 18,110 61.1

Projected:

1975 43,099 25,859 60.0
1980 57,909 34,745 60.0

a. Excludes iefunding Issues; Issues for new capital only.
Source: Capital outlays from Appendix Table A.6; new security issues from Board of Governors of the

Federal Reserve System. Computations and projections by Tax Foundation.

11111MM

increase over the $13.3 billion borrowed
in 11)70. Although there ere some short-
falls below planned levels in the early
part of fiscal 1971, most issues were
reinstated by the end of the fiscal year,
and the net borrowing shortfall (i.e.,
below "plans") was only $0.7 billion,
one-third of .,hich was interest-related.
Thus it would appear that the volume
of municipals in fiscal 1971 fulfilled the
pent-up borrowing needs created when
some $5 billion in proposed borrowing
was rationed out of the market in fiscal
1970.

While the cost of borrowing by states
and localities was rising markedly over
earlier levels, other issuers of securities
were similarly affected. There is no

general indication that the quality of
state-local bonds deteriorated relative
to other issues. Muncipals maintained a
favorable interest differential in relation
to corporate bonds; although the spread
narrowed somewhat (in percentage
terms) during the peak of the credit
crunch---in 1969 and 1970---the previous
differential had been restored by 1971.

'['lucre also appears to have been no
apparent worsening in the ability of
states and localities to afford credit in
recent years. Although interest, payments
on debt rose substantially, (he share of
interest in state local budget outlays-
about. percent of the total in 1970
remained unchanged from 1965, More-
over, total debt. declined significantly in

, , ,
r
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relation to state-local own-source rev-
enues, and remained about the same
in relation to personal income

Capital Outlays and Debt
Financing

Capital outlays in the past decade,
although steadily rising, did not experi-
ence rates of growth as high as those for
current operations. As a result, capital
spending dropped from 25 percent of
all outlays in 1960 to 20 percent in
1970. Capital outlays rose from around
$15 billion in 1960 to almost $30 billion
by 1970, representing average annual
gains of 7.0 percent, well below the 9.7
percent increase in total spending.

Question may appropriately he raised
as to whether credit market conditions
and their effect on bond sales served to

hold capital spending in fiscal 1970
(the benchmark year of these projec-
tions) below levels it would have reached
in the absence of those strictures. There
is little indication that this was actually
the case. The Federal Reserve Board
study, discussed above, found that the
effects of the $5.2 billion shortfall in
bond sales during fiscal 1970 on original
plans for capital spending were relatively
slight. An estimated $1,6 billion in
planned capital outlays remained sus-
pended at the end of fiscal 1970 largely
as a result of the credit crunch; however,
because of lags involved in capital
spending, the cutback would be
stretched out over time; only a small
portion affected actual capital outlays
in 1970. The effect on capital spending
was minimal mainly because states
and localities raised 60 percent of the

8. Historical data appear In Table 9.4, along with the projections.

Table 9.3

Debt Transactions of State-Local Governments

Actual and Projected, Selected Fiscal Years, 1950 -1980'
(Millions)

Period

Total
debt

outstanding

Long-term debt Net
long-term

Outstanding Issue& Retired debts

Actual;

1950 $ 24,115 $ 23,056 n.a. n.a. n.a.

1955 44,267 42,272 $ 7,221 $2,351 $ 38,502

1960 69,955 66,801 7,955 3,458 61,596

1965 99,512 94,204 11,249 5,040 85,942

1969 133,548 123,466 15,453 6,538 114,368

1970 143,570 131,415 12,848 7,011 121,733

Projected;

1975 211,161 191,506 25,859 10,013 175,803

1980 310,046 282,891 34,745 14,999 259,694

a. Outstanding debt as of the end of the fiscal year.
b. Includes refunding issues.
C. Includes refinancing.
d. Total longterm debt less cash and securities held as debt offsets.
Source: Actual data from U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. Projections by Tax

Foundation,
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short-fall in long-term bond funds
needed to finance these projects by
short-term borrowing not subject to
legal interest rate ceilings. Reductions

In actual or planned liquid assets,
according to ite Federal Reserve Board
study, were of secondary importance in
financing capital projects, and the use of
current revenues to substitute capital
for current expenditures was inconse-
quential.

In the past decade as a whole, ap-
proximately one-half of state-local capi-
tal spending was financed by long-term
borrowing. In recent years the portion
has risen to around 60 percent, re-
flecting in part the changing mix of
capital spending by function, especially
the decline in the portion of total bond
sales represented by roads and streets.
Roads and streets still constitute the
largest component of capital outlays.
Only about 15 percent of these outiayG,
however, are financed by borrowing.
Education, utilities (water, sewers, tran-
sit, etc.), and housing are the other
major functions for which long-term
borrowing is extensive.' In 1970 security
issues for education were er! .111 to 66
percent of capital outlays for education;
for functions other than education and
highways, bonu proceeds exceeded capi-
tal outlays during the period. (As noted
previously, actual outlays lag behind
bond sales for a specific project because
the work is spread out over time.)

Projections of Debt
It seems clear that future sales of

state- -local securities will be linked
closely to capital outlays. While, money
and credit conditions have pronounced
effects on the volume of offerings,
these effects are likely to be short-lived.

Table 9.4

State-Local Debt in Relation to
Revenue and Personal Income

Actual and Projected, Selected
Fiscal Years, 1950-1980

Debt as percent of

Year
Own-source Personal
revenues' income

Actual:

1950 119.2 10.6

1960 148.4 17.4

1965 145.9 18.5

1970 124.3 18.0

Projected:

1975 112.2 18.1

1980 113.1 18.8

a. General revenues from own sources plus utility
revenues.

Source: Actual data from U.S. Department of
Commerce. Computations and projec-
tions by Tax Foundation.

M MEI

Based on relationships in recent years,
and projected capital outlays, long-term
borrowing for new capital would rise
from around $18 billion in fiscal 1970
to $26 billion in 1975 and $35 billion
by 1980 (Table 9.2). The projections
for 1975 depict a leveling in the volume
of new security issues in the 1971-1975
period.

Based on these projections for security
offerings, and other financial transac-
tions,'" total outstanding debt would
rise from around $144 billion at the end
of fiscal year 1970 to $310 billion by 1980
(Table 9.3). The rate of increase for
the decade would be somewhat higher
than in the sixties, but not nearly so
high as that experienced during the

9. Many of these "other" bond issues are for multiple-purpose projects. For monthly and annual
data on the WM of proceeds of new security issues. see Federal Reserve Bulletin. monthly issues.

10. See Appendix 1 for assumptions and methodology.
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fifties. As projected, total debt would
comMue to decline in relation to own-
source state local revenues (and even
more sl.arply in relation to total rev-

enues, including Federal grants-in-aid),
and wculd remain in the vicinity of 18
percent of personal income, the same as
in 1970 (Table 9.4).

OTHER FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS

The projected levels of debt financing
appear to be well within the borrowing
capacity of states and localities, on the
basis of their expected future revenues.
Before judging the over-all financial
situation, account is taken of two other
aspects of state-local operations: re-
quired holdings of cash and securities,
and claims on general receipts outside
the general accounts.

Cash and Security Holdings

State and local governments typically
hold large sums in the form of liquid
assetscash and securitiesas offsets
to long-term debt; as bond funds pend-
ing the completion of construction or
capital projects; and as day-to-day

working capital. In total, these funds
(exclusive of insurance trust systems)
rose from $29 billion in 1960 to $64
billion in 1970, and tended to average
around 44 percent of outstanding debt.

The projected levels of these financial
asset holdings by type, along with
historical rlata, are presented in Table
9.5. The indications are that cash and
security holdings, excluding insurance
trust systems, would rise further to
around $100 billion in 1975 and $145
billion in 1980.

Other Operations

Some other transactions of govern-
ments do not enter directly into Bureau
of the Census tabulations of genoral

Table 9.5

Cash and Security Holdings of State-Local Governments, by
Purposeexcluding Insurance Trust Systems

Actual and Projected, 1960-19808
(Millions)

Purpose

Total Long-term Bond All
Fiscal year holdings debt offset funds other

Actual;

1960 $ 29,313 $ 5,203 $ 5,892 $18,216
1965 43,821 8,261 9,764 25,795
1970 63,517 9,682 13.251 40,585

Projected:

1975 99,767 15,703 24,152 59,912
1980 145,261 23,197 32,452 89,612

a. End of fiscal years.
Source; Actual data from U.S. Department of Commerce. Bureau of the Census. Projections by Tax

Foundation.
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expenditures, but occasionally augment
or draw upon funds derived irom general
revenues or borrowing. In particular,
there are typically deficits in the opera-
tion of some utility systems (notably
water and transit services), profits on
monopoly liquor stores operated in 17

states and a few localities, and govern-
ment contributions to employee retire-
ment systems made to their own systems
on behalf of their own employees. Pro-
jected requirements for these purposes
are included in the over-all summary
table.

SUMMARY OF OVERALL FINANCE

Table 9.6 summarizes the projections
of the elements entering into the sources
and uses of major state-local general
funds. The results indicate potential
surpluses on the over-all accounts of
around $13 billion in 1975 and $6 billion
in 1980.

The study has not attempted to pro-
ject the year-by-year course of state-
local finance, but has singled out the
years 1975 and 1980 for analysis. The
answers derived, however, can be con-
strued as representative of the seventies
generally. As of 1972 a number of states

Table 9.6

Summary of Source and Use of Major State-Local Government Funds.
Actual and Projected, Selected Fiscal Years, 1965-1980

(Millions)

Actual Projected

Source or use 1965 1969 1970 1975 1980

Source of funds:
General revenue $74,000 $114,550 $130,756 $227,632 $329,011
Profit on liquor stores 275 405 389 499 609
New long-term security

issues 11,249 15,453 12,848 25,859 34,745
Other borrowingb 1,081 3,475 4,185 1,500 1,500
Total funds available 86,605 133,883 148,178 255,490 365,865

Use of funds:
General expenditures 74,546 116,728 131,332 214,800 320,021
Long-term debt retired 5,040 6,538 7,011 10,013 14,999
Employee retirement 1,794 2,854 3,296 6,065 11,160
Deficit on utility

operations 978 1,385 1,212 2,299 3,784
Additions to liquid assets 4,549 5,394 3,680 9,692 10,353
Total funds required 86,907 132,899 146,531 242,869 360,317

Funds available less funds
required

-302 +984 +1,647 +12,621 +5,548

a. Excludes receipts, expenditures, and liquid assets of social insurance systems; utility and liquor
store operations are entered on a net basis. Also excludes some interfund and other transactions not
detailed separately in Bureau of the Census reports.

b. Net Increase in total debt outstanding minus the difference between longterm debt Issued and
retired.

Source: Actual data from U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. Projections by Tax
Foundation.
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and localities were already projecting
surpluses in their fiscal 1973 budgets,
even without the additional funds they
were to receive in the first installment
of Federal revenue sharing grants (see
Appendix III) .

The very anticipation of a financial
condition in the future more favorable
than has existed previously can trigger
actions which will change the course
of actual events. Among major options
trader discussion currently are: (1) a
reduction in state or local taxes, espe-
cially property taxes; (2) paying off
outstanding debt; (3) building up liquid
assets to meet future spending needs;
and (4) spending the "surplus" funds,
either for current operations or for
capital improvements.

Experience has shown that the prob-
lem of deciding how to dispose of an
expected surplus can be more vexing
than that of how to avoid a threatened
deficit. A 1965 Tax Foundation study
found that, while most states have
established budgetary procedures for
coping with anticipated deficits, few
had made provision in advance for
dealing with a surplus."

Discussions today are faintly rem-
iniscent of those which occurred during
World War II, when economists, politi-
cal scientists, and practitioners were
debating the question: what should be
done about she (state) surplus?'2 Clearly
the actual course of events will depend
upon the kinds of policy decisions which
will be made as regards the disposition
of surpluses.

11, Stale Expenditure Controls: An Evaluation. Research Publication No. 3. 1965. pages 69-71.
12. Large and unexpected surpluses were built up during the War as a result of rapidly expanding

t.-,x revenues and restrictions on expenditures. The problem was discussed in The General Fund
Surplus Problem in California, by Dorothy C. Thompkine. Bureau of Public Administration.
University of California. Berkeley, 1943. An important difference between then and now was
that tremendous backlogs of capital investment needs were developing then, the coming population
explosion was not yet evident, and there was widespread concern about tostwar unemployment.
Then as now, there was concern over statelocal fiscal policy as related to attempts to control
Inflation.
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Appendix I

Assumptions, Methodology,

and Background Tables

The broad assumptions underlying this study
are spelled out in Chapter II. This Appendix
section provides detail concerning projections
of individual items.

Population
The projections of population used in this

study are those of the Bureau of Census, U.S.
Department of Commerce, Series C, as pub-
lished in Current Population Reports, Series
P-25, No. 470 (November 1971). Table A.1
shows the range of projections for 1975 and
1980 under alternative assumptions about
fertility rates.

Education
Projectiqns of the three functional categories

of education were developed separately, further
broken down into current operating and
capital outlays.

Local Schools. Enrollment estimates (Table
3.5) are those of the Office of Education, U.S.
Department of Health, Education, and Wel-
fare, as published in Projections of Educational
Statistics to 1979-80, 1970 edition. These

estimates are based on Series C population
projections of the Bureau of the 'census. The
Office of Education estimates generally assume
a continuation of the 1959-439 trends in public
school enrollment rates in relation to popula-
tion for rges 5 and 6, and in the trends in
retention rates for other grades. For nonpublic
eirollments, the projections imply a decline of
300,000 from 1969 to 1972 for grades K-8,
with stability thereafter; high school enroll-
ments are held constant at the 1969 level.
Total enrollments in nonpublic schools are
estimated at 5.6 million in 1970, and at 5.4
million in 1975 and 1980.

Average daily attendance in public schools
is assumed to continue to equal 92.6 percent
of total enrollments.

Current expenditures per pupil in average
daily attendance .(Table 3.6) are projected in
this study as rising, in constant dollars, at the
same rate as in the period 1960-1970 (4.7
percent annually). Current dollar equivalents
were calculated by adjusting the resulting data
for the assumed rise in general prices (3.9

Table A.1

Alternative Projections of Total Population, 1975 and 1980

Number (millions)"

Percent Increase

Annual rate Total

Series nn mamas 1975-1980 1910-itso

B 218.2 236.7 1.3 1.6 15.8

C 217.4 233.8 1.2 1.5 14.2

D 216.6 230.9 1.1 1.3 12.7

E 215.7 227.8 1.0 1.1 11.2

a. As of July 1. Includes armed forces abroad. The range of projections reflects primarily different
assumptions concerning fertility rates.

b. Population as of July 1, 1970 estimated at 204.8 million.
Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.

.1111.
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Table A.2

Recipient ':ktes un ler Public Assistance Programs

Actual and Projected, Selected Years, 1950-1980

Year Total' AAA AFDCb APTD0 AS GA

Actual:

1111M1

Number per 1,000 population In age group aided

1950 39.7 224.7 47.2 .7 .9 6
1955 35.1 174.7 39.3 2.5 .9 4.9
1960 39.3 138.4 47.6 3.7 .9 7.6
1965 40.1 114.9 62.4 5.3 .7 3.8
1969 54.8 106.5 103.4 7.1 .6 4.7
1970 67.5 103.3 138.6 8.1 .6 5.7

Projected:
1975 86.1 93.1 201.8 11.0 .5 5.1
1980 90.7 84.8 216.2 13.9 .4 5.0

a. As of December. Tot)ls may Involve some overlapping among programs.
b. Prior to 1962 total could Include as recipients the children and one parent as caretaker relative; be.

ginning October 1962, eligibility was extended to both parents or one caretaker relative other then
parent.

c. Program initiated In October 1950.
d. Population age groups eligible or the several programs are generally: OAA-65 and over; AFDC-

under 18; APTD-18 to 64; AB-18 and over; and GA-under 65.
:;ounce: Basic data from U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare. Recipient rates and projec-

tions by Tax Foundation.

percent annually, 1970-1975, and 3.0 percent
annually, 1975-80). Total current operating
outlays represent the number of students in
average daily attendance multiplied by the
projected current dollar costs per student.

Capital outlay projections are those of the
U.S. Office of Education, adjusted to a current
dollar basis on the assumption that the As-
sociated General Contractors construction cost
index will increase by 4.6 percent annually
from 1970 to 1975, and 4.2 percent annually
thereafter to 1980. The general assumptions of
the Office of Education in their constant dollar
projections are that: (a) the number of rooms
constructed will follow the 1960 -81 to 1969-70
trend, remaining constant at 70,000 rooms per
year; and (b) that capital outlay per room in
constant dollars will remain at $70,000 per
room.

Higher Education. As with local schools,
the enrollment estimates used in this study
are those of the U.S. Office of Education
(Table 3.10). The projections represent an
extension of the trend of the past 11 years in
the ratio of college enrollments (by sex, and
by type and control of institution) to popula-
tion aged 18 to 21 years. Full-time equivalents
are based on the 1964 ratios of full-time to
total enrollments by various categories of
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students and institutions, as determined in a
special survey of the Office of Education.

Current expenditures per student, full-time
equivalent, are projected by the Tax Founda-
tion to increase at the rate of 2.5 percent
annually in real terms, the same as experienced
during the period from 1960 to 1970 (Table
3.11). Total current outlays for higher educa-
tion represent the product of cost per full-time
equivalent student and the number of students.

Capital outlay projections are those of the
Office of Education, adjusted to the Bureau of
Census data basis and for assumed changes
in construction costs of 4.6 percent from 1970
to 1975 and 4.2 percent from 1975 to 1980.
The U.S. Office of Education assumptions are
that the cost of capital outlay per additional
full-time equivalent student-over a five-year
period-will remain constant at the 1967-68
level of $7,837 (in 1969-70 dollars).

Projections of current outlays for other
education (state direct outlays for supervision
of local schools, provision of state schools
for the handicapped, etc.) assume constant
absolute annual increments of $238 million in
the seventies, equal to those of the last half
of the sixties. This is a somewhat arbitrary
technique, based generally on the assumption



Table A.3

Changes in Estimated Medicaid Costs (+) and Savings () under
Social Security Amendments of 1972 (H.R.1)

(Millions)
W. I I 1 .. NNIMs..

Provision

Calendar
year
1174

Changes in H.R. 1:
coverage the disabled under Medicare ; 70
Increase Ili Medicare Part C deductible from ;50 to ;60 +8
Reduction in Medicaid matching if States fail to perform required utilization review 162
imposition of premium, copayment and deductible requirements on Medicaid recipients 89
Families ,,vith earning!, under Medicaid: Eligibility extended 4 months +33
Limitation on nursing home and intermediate care facility reimbursement to 105 percent of

last year's payment 22
Elimination of requirement that States move toward comprehensive Medicaid program by

1977 (a)
Elirninatinn of requirement that States maintain their year to year fiscal efforts In Medicaid 640
Payments to States under Medicaid for Installation and operation of claims processing and

information retrieval systems +10
Increased Medicaid matching tul Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands +10
More specific requirements as to eligibility for skilled nursing level of care 14
100 percent reimbursement for the cost of certifying skilled nursing homes under Medicaid +10
Expansion of Medicaid coverage to Include Inpatient care for mentally Ill children +120
90 percent Federal funding of family planning services +36
Coverage of persons needing renal dialysis or transplantation under Medicare 20
Preserving Medicaid eligibility for social security beneficiaries

Total estimated reduction in Medicaid costs under H.R. 1 790

a. The current law estimates take no account of the effect of the requirement that states move toward
comprehensive Medicaid programs by 1977; therefore, no savings are attributed to the repeal of this
requirement.

Source: U.S. Department of Health, Education, sad Welfare.

that the relative rate of growth experienced
in this period (over 30 percent annually) was
associated with conditions not likely to exert
the same force over a sustained period. No
adjustment is made for differential price as-
sumptions. For capital cutlays, the same pro-
cedure of projecting absolute annual increases
($24 million) at the same rate as in the 1965-
70 period was used, with additional adjustment
for assumed future increases in the construc-
tion cost index.

Public Welfare
Cash Payments: The growth in cash aid is

projected proportionately to growth in the
number of persons assisted and the rise in
payments per recipient. The number of
recipients is generally based on a linear extrap-
olation of recipients in relation to eligible
age categories during the sixties, with modifica-
tions for two categories. (See Table A.2.) It is
assumed that the rise in the recipient rate
(number of recipients per 1,(00 eligible popula-
tion members) for the AFDC category will

gradually slow from recent experience. The
other exception is in the general assistance
category, where there is no pronounced long-
term trend, but which is cyclically sensitive;
the projected rate for generai assistance is the
average rate prevailing during the entire
period of the sixties (5.1 per 1,000 persons under
(35 years of age). Increases in cash aid per
recipient in each category are projected at the
same annual rate ay as experienced in the period
from 1960 to 1P" . follows: OAA, 2.8 percent;
A13, 4.5 percent; AFDC, 5.7 percent; APTD,
5.6 percent; and (M 3.8 percent. Money pay-
ments (Table 4.2) 'or each category represent
the product of the number of recipients and
average payment per recipient. No adjustment
was made in the projections to reflect Federal
legislation in 1072, under which the Federal
government will asrume b...4ic responsibility
for providing living allowanocs for the adlot
categories (the aged, bind, and disabled).
Similarly, the projections do not reflect poten-
tial savings in medical welfare costs under the
law. (See Tables A.3 and A.4.)

4 Ali ri
i!...
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AlelPeal Vendor Payments. The projections
assume that them payments in 1975 and 1980
will be a function of the 1969 level of payments,
the index of growth in recipients, and the index
of medical care prices. The index of recipient
growth is estimated at 167.3 in 1975 (1969
100) and 189.6 in 1980; the medical care price
index at 135.5 and 168.8 in 1975 and 1980
respectively. (See health and hospitals.)

Other Public Welfare. This category includes
payments for institutional services in inter-
mediate care facilities for persons not requiring
skilled nursing home services, social services,
administration, employee training, and other
services. The projections assume that expendi-
tures for these services will rise proportionately
to recipients and average annual salaries of
state-local employees.

Health and Hospitals
Expenditures for health are projected on

the basis of the trend of the last half of the
sixties, rather than the entire period, in view
of recent developments which seem likely to
continue in the seventies. In constant dollars,
the projected rnte of increase is 10.5 percent
annually throughout the seventies. The data
are converted to a current dollar basis by
application of price changes averaging 5.4
percent from 1970 to 1975 and 4.5 percent
thereafter to 1980. (These price effects reflect
a 1.5 percent increase above the rise in the con-
sumer price index generally, a differential
based on experience in the period from 1965
to 1970.)

Expenditures for hospitals are projected to
rise from 1975 to 1980 at the same rate experi-
enced in the first four years following the
introduction of Medicaid and Medicare; i.e.,
12 percent annually. This rate has been re-
markably steady in recent years, and there
seems little basis for assuming a change; in
the period from 1975 to 1980 the annual
increase is dropped to 10 percent, assuming a
slow-down in price increases.

Highways
Projections for current operations and

capital outlays were developed separately,
utilizing information published by the Federal
Highway Administration, with data adjusted
to a Bureau of the Census basis.

Current Operations. The major components
of current operations are maintenance, ad-
ministration, and research. The projections
assume a continuation of the annual rate of
increase experienced during the period from
1960 to 1970, adjusted for the rise in main-
tenance costs, or 2.3 percent annually in real
terms. It is assumed that the maintenance
cost index will be representative of other com-
ponents of current operations. and that the

108

Table A.4

Calendar Year 1974 Federal Costs of
Supplemental Security Income for

the Aged, Blind, and Disabled,
and Chile Welfare Services.

(Billions)

Program
Gross
costs

Current
law

Amount
of

Increase

Aged, blind, and
disabled:

Benefit payments $3.5 $2.1 $1.4
Savings clause for .3 .3

State supplemen
tation

Fooc! programs .3 -.3
Administrative costs .4 .2 .2

Subtotal, a ed,
blind, ant
disabled

4.2 2.6 1.6

Child welfare services .2 (b) .2

Total 4.4 2.6 1.8

a. As enacted in Social Security Amendments of
1972 (H.R. 1).

b. Current law cost is $46 mailer'.
Source: U.S. Department of Health, Education,

and Welfare.

index will continue to rise at a rate 1.5 percent
in excess of the consumer price index, or by
5.4 percent annually front 1970 to 1975 and
by 4.5 percent annually from 1975 to 1980.
To arrive at current- dollar projections, these
price changes (totaling 45 percent in the
first half of the seventies and 39 percent in
the latter half) are applied to the constant-
dollar estimates.

Capital Outlays. Capital expenditures are
projected to rise by around $800 million an-
nually from 1970 to 1975, and by $730 million
annually in the latter half of the seventies.
The percentage rates are 6.3 and 4.5 respec-
tively, for the two periods, as compared with
an annual rate of 5.4 percent in the sixties as
a whole. These rates of change are somewhat
arbitrary; they take account of higher authori-
zations recently enacted for Federal grants,
future growth in Federal Highway Trust Fund
revenues and in state-local highway-user
receipts; and assume a narrowing in the gap
between Federal authorizations and disburse-
ments. In fiscal years 1969 and 1970 combined,
total Congressional authorizations for highway
expenditure were $10.4 billion, of which only



Table A.5

Employment and Payrolls of State-Local Governments*

Actual and Projected, Selected Calendar Years, 1950-1980

Calendar
year

Number of full-time
equivalent employees

Wages and salaries
(millions)

Total Education Total Education

Number or amount

Actual:
1950 3,722 1,536 $ 10,368 $ 4,292
1955 4,443 1,915 15,992 6,909
1960 5,530 2,494 25,162 11,852
1965 6,849 3,289 38,463 19,230
1970 8,501 4,226 66,463 34,398

Projected:
1975 9,726 4,639 103,246 51,354
1980 11,056 5,028 160,227 76,124

Percent increase, selected intervals

1950-1955 19.4 24.7 54.2 61,0
1955-1960 24.5 30.2 57.3 71.5
1960-1965 23.9 31,9 52.9 62.3
1965-1970 24.1 28,5 72.8 78.9
1970-1975 14.4 9.8 55,3 49.3
1975-1980 13.7 8,4 55.2 48.2

1960-1970 53.7 69.4 164.1 190.2
1970-1980 30.1 19.0 141.1 121.3

a. Includes all functions-general and other.
Source: Basic data from U S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Economic Analysis. Computations

and prolections by Tax Foundation.

$8.6 billion was actually disbursed. The slower
rate of growth assumed in the latter half of
the seventies implies a slowdown in the rate
of increase with the completion of the Inter-
state System. No account is taken of construc-
tion cost trends, since funding depends largely
on financial arrangements, and, as shown in
the text discussion, inflation has generally
had the effect of reducing the physical volume
of work done, rather than raising the dollars
spent.

Other Expenditures
Expenditures for other general functions

(Table 7.2) are generally based on the assump-
tion that real per capita rates of increase will
parallel those of the period from 1960 to 1970,
and that prices will rise by 3.9 percent annually,
1970-1975, and by 3.0 percent annually,
1975-1980. An exception to this general treat-
ment was made in the case of sanitation and
sewerage; in that case projections derived
by the foregoing method were adjusted upward
by VA billion and $4.0 billion in 1975 and
1980, respectively, reflecting the spread-out

effects of added spending generated by Federal
grants under the "clean-water" law enacted in
1972.

Projections of employment in education are
based on estimates prepared by the Office of
Education, U,S. Department of Education,
published in Projections of Educational Statistics
to 1979-80. (See Table A.5.) For all other
functions, it is assumed that the percentage
increase in employment will be equal to that
from 1960 to 1970. Average wages are estimated
to rise at the same rate experienced during
the same period (5.5 percent annually), with
an added factor of 9 percent annually to allow
for higher inflation in the seventies than in the
sixties generally.

Capital outlays for education and highways
are projected as described above. These arc
the largest categories of capital spending. For
all other functions, capital e ,penditures in
the years 1965-1969 constituted around 15
percent of outlays for all purposes. The pro.
jections assume that this same relationship
will hold h 1975 and 1980. (See Table A.6.)
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REVENUE PROJECTIONS

Projections of tax receipts (Table 8,7) are
based on the tax structure in effect in fiscal
1970, adjusted for new state tax enactments
through October 1971 (the latter totaling
$4,4 billion), No adjustment is made for an
additional $1,6 billion in higher state taxes
enacted later in 1971 anc in 1972. (See Tax
Foundation's Tax Review, eglarch and Septem-
ber 1972.) Yields for each tax are projected
according to the income elasticities shown in
Table 8.0.

Tables A.7 and A.8 provide some perspec.
tives on the response of the property tax to
economic change.

Revenues from current charges and fees
are projected as it function of expenditures for
associated functions, with the share of charges
and fees in relation to total expenditures
following the trend pattern of the sixties
generally (see Table 8.9).

The projections of Federal grants-in-aid for
purposes other than general revenle sharing
and municipal waste treatment assume that
grants will remain at the same share of spending
for each of the major state-local functions as
they represented in fiscal year 1971. These
relationships were as follows:

Function

Education
High ways
Public welfare
Health and hospitals
Housing and urban

development
Other

Percent financed
by Federal grants

11.4
27.6
53 . 6
7.1

113.1

In other words, the assumption is that Federal
aid for these functions will grow commen-
surately with expenditures as projected inde-
pendently. The total of grants thus derived
was the, adjusted upward to take account of
general revenue-sharing and the "clean-water"
law enacted in 1972, It is assumed that general

OVER-ALL

Table A.l) presents data on the state-local
surplus or deficit on a national income ac-
counts basis for calendar periods from 1900 to
1972.

New security issues (Table 9.2) are pro-
jected on the assumption that borrowing will
finance 60 percent of capital outlays, about
the same as in three of the four latest years
reported, but higher than the average of
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revenue-sharing grants will amount to $6,2
billion in 1975, as presently legislated; and
that Congress will act to continue these grants
at the level of $6.4 billion in fiscal 1980. The
projections imply that Federal grants under
the new "clean-water" law will be spaced out
over a period of years, and will total $3.5
billion in fiscal 1975 and $4.0 billion in 1980,

Table A.6

Capital Outlay of State-Local
Governments for All Functions

Actual and Projected, Selected
Fiscal Years, 1955-1980

Fiscal
year

Capital outlay

Total General Utility

Actual:

Amount (millions)

1955 $10,706 $ 9,544 $1,162
1960 15,104 13,697 1,407
196f 20,535 18,345 2,190
1970 29,650 27,214 2,437

Projected:
1975 0,099 40,002 3,097
1980 57,909 53,889 4,020

Percent increase, selected
intervals

1955-1960 41.1 43.5 21,1
1960-1965 36.0 33.9 55.7
1965-1970 44.4 48.3 11.3
1970-1975 45.4 47.0 27.1
1975-1980 34.4 34.8 29.8

1960-1970 96,3 98.7 73.2
1970-1980 95.3 98.1 6S.0

Source: Basic data from U.S. Department of Com-
merce, Bureau of the Census, Compute-
tions and projections by Tax Foundation,

FINANCE

around 50 percent earlier in the sixties. The
shift reflects the relatively lower expected
weight of highway issues in the total for the
seventies. Whereas only about 15 percent of
highway capital outlay was financed by state-
local borrowing in recent years, well over
two-thirds of capital spending for other func
tions was financed by bond proceeds.

The amount of debt retired annually is

"



Table A.7

Selected Measures Relating to the Economic Base of the
Property Tax in the Postwar Period

(Billions)

Measum 1941 1956 1958 1961 1966

Gross national product $211.9 $ 419.2 $ 447.3 $ 520.1 $ 749,9
Privately owned national wealth:

Land and structures 318.4 795.1 885.8 1,064.9 1,446.0
Realty plus producers durables

and inventories 414.8 1,099.1 1,201.6 1,428.9 1,941.8
Gross assessed value of property

subject to local general property
taxes n.a. 258.0 n.e. 339.5 457.4

Gross assessed value of real prop-
erty subject to local general
property taxes 209.8 209.8 n.e. 281.9 393.2

Estimated market value of locally
assessed real property n.e. 700.0 n.a. 969.0 1,277.0

Property tax revenue` 5.0 12.9 15.0 19.1 26.3

a. Data apply to the fiscal year ending six months following the calendar year indicated In column
headings.

Source: Adapted and updated from material in Dick Netzer, Economics of the Property Tax,The Brookings
Institution, Washington, D.C. 1966, p. 190. Data on national wealthare from Raymond W. Goldsmith,
The National Wealth of the United States in the Postwar Period, National Bureau of Economic
Research, 1962; and Statistical Abstract of the United States, 1971, p. 328, originally published in
U.S. Congress. institutional Investor Study Report of the Securities and Exchange Commission Sup.
pigmentary Volume 1, House Document 92-64, Part 6, March 10. 1971. All other data are from peri-
odicals published by the U.S. Department of Commerce-Bureau of the Census, and Bureau of
Economic Affairs.

assumed to be 5.7 percent of long-term debt
outstanding in each previous year, according to
recent practices. Projected long-term debt
equals debt at the end of fiscal 1970 plus new
security issute minus debt retired in succeeding
years to 1975 and 1980. Short-term debt is
projected as rising by 31.5 billion a year, accord-
ing to the 1966-1970 trend. Total debt out-
standing is the sum of computed figures fi:,r
long-term and short-term debt outstanding.
(See Table 9.3.)

Table A.10 portrays historical changes in
the composition of state-local debt.

Table A.11 compares yields on state-local
bonds with those on other securities, 1960 -1972.

Cash and security holdings (Table 9.5) in
1975 and 1980 are estimated separately
according to purpose. Long-term debt offsets
are projected at 8.2 percent of longterm debt
outstanding, the same as in the 1966-1970

average. It is assumed that bond funds will
amount to 93.4 percent of new security issues
in the previous fiscal period, as was the case in
the last half of the sixties. "All other" cash
and security holdings are projected at 3.3 times
short-term debt outstanding in 1975 and 1980,
the ratio which prevailed in 1970.

Projections of other sources and uses of
funds shown in Table 9.6 are based largely
on recent experience. Profits on liquor stores
are increased linearly according to the 1965-
1970 trend. Deficits on utility operations are
estimated by separate projections of revenues
and expenditures at the rates of change experi-
enced from 1960 to 1970, adjusted for price
factors. State-local contributions to employee
retirement funds (excluding those paid from
general funds which are already covered in
general expenditures) are estimated to rise at
the rate of 13 percent annually, repeating the
experience of the last half of the sixties.

4 4 1
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Table A.8

Changes in Property Tax Revenues
in Comparison with Selected

Measures of Income and Wealth

Measure

Average annual percent
Increase

Gross national product
Privately owned national

wealth:
Land and struCures
Realty plus producer

durables and inven
tories

Gross assessed value of
property subject to
local general prop.
arty taxes

Gross assessed value of
real property sub.
ject to local general
property taxes

Es 'Imated market value
of locally assessed
real property

Property tax revenue

195641 191146 1156 -ii

4.4 7.6 6.0

6.0 6.3 6.2

5.4 6.3 5.9

5.6 6.1 5.9

6.1 6.9 6.5

6.7 5.7 6.2
8.2 6.6 7.4

Source: Computed from data In Table A.7.
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Table A.9

State-Local Surplus or Deficit on
National Income Accounts

Calendar Years, 1960-1972
(Millions)

Calendar
year

Over-all
surplus

or
deficit(- )

Surplus,
social

insurance
funds

Surplus or
deficit(- )

general
funds

1960 8 220 $2,146 $-1,926
1961 -522 2,291 -2,813
1962 936 2,516 -1,580
1963 1,186 2,772 -1,586
1964 1,676 3,09a -1,416
1965 962 3,387 -2,425
1966 1,266 3,728 -72,462
1967 -1,533 4,370 -5,923
1968 -346 4,975 -5,321
1969 686 5,698 -5,012
1970 2,815 6,518 -3,703
1971 4,794 7,538 -2,743
1972, by

quartersh
I 7,100 n.e. n.a.

II 14,800 na n.a.

a. Excluding social insurance funds.
b. Seasonally adjusted annual rate.
Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of

Economic Analysis.
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Tab!: A.10

Gross Outstanding Debt of State-Local Governments by Type.
Selected Ikriods, 1950-1970

Year

Long-term

Short-term

Total
debt

outstanding Total
Full faith
and credit

Non-
guaranteed

Amount (millions)

1950 $ 24.115 $ 23,056 $19.779 $ 3,275 $ 1,060
1955 44.267 42.272 30,539 11.733 1,996
1960 69.955 66,801 41,650 25,151 3,154
1965 99,512 94,204 56,417 37,786 5,309
1970 143,570 131,415 75,337 56,078 12,155

Percent of total

1950 100.0 95.6 82.0 13.6 4,4
1955 100.0 95.5 69.0 26.5 4.5
1960 100.0 95.5 59.5 36.0 4.5
1965 100.0 94.7 56.7 38.0 5.3
1970 100.0 91.5 52.5 39.1 8.5

a. Data represent debt for all functionsgeneral and nongeneral.
b. End of fiscal years.
Source: Basic data from U.S. Department of Commerce. Bureau of the Census. Computations by Tax

Foundation.
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Appendix II

Text of Treasury Department Fact
Sheet on Allocations under the

Revenue-Sharing Act

AUocations
The $30.2 billion State and Local Fiscal

Assistance Act of 1972, more commonly known
as Revenue Sharing, will provide much-needed
funds to States and local governments heavily
burdened lath high income and property
taxes. The first checks will be mailed as soon as
practicable to more than 38,000 States and
communities throughout the United States.
Interim regulations, designed to provide im-
mediate guidance to States and local govern-
ments, will be published to fulfill the require-
ments of the Act as passed by the House and
Senate.

Approximately half of the 1972 payment of
$5.3 billion will be disbursed this Fall. The
remaining portion of the 1972 entitlement
will be mailed early in January 1973.

This amount will be increased by annual
increments for each of the four succeeding
years. The life of the Act runs five years
beginning January 1, 1972. A total of $5.64
billion will be paid in fiscal year 1973 in addi-
tion to the $2.6 billion mentioned above;
$6.05 billion in fiscal year 1974; $6.20 billion
in fiscal 1975; $6.35 billion in fiscal year 1976
and $3.325 billion for July-December 1976.

The funds will be obtained from individual
Federal income taxes and will be held in a
pecial Revenue Sharing Trust Fund in the

Department of the Treasury.

Data
A special study is now being completed by

the Census Bureau to update the data required
under the law for determining allocations. The
Revenue Sharing figures which have been
published are simply estimates from other
data, some of it dating back six years. The new
study will bring the data up to 1971 figures.
Consequently, the exact amount that each
government unit will receive will vary from
these initial estimates.

114

Qualification,'
All general-purpose State and local govern-

ments, including counties, cities, townships,
boroughs, and villages are qualified for entitle-
ments.

Entitlements
The State government shall be entitled to

receive one-third of the total amount allocated
to that State. The remaining two-thirds of the
State's allocation shall be divided among the
units of local governments.

The money will be apportioned to counties,
cities and towns using a formula based on
population multiplied by the general tax effort
factor, multiplied by the relative income bear-
ing on the sum of the products determined for
all such local governments within that State.

Indian tribes and Alaskan native villages
which have recognized governing bodies per-
forming substantial governmental functions will
receive an allocation that is part of the county
total. This special allocation is based on
population of that tribe or village in relation
to the county area.

Two Formulas Used
The Act allocates trust fund monies to

States under one of two formulas. Computers
have taken both formulas into account for
each state and selected the highest amount.

One formula is a three-factor formulathe
population of the State multiplied by the
relative income factor of that State, multiplied
by the general tax effort factor of the State as
it bears to the sum of the products for all
states on the ratio to $5,300,000,000.

The other is a five-factor formula which is
based on general population, urban popula-
tion, per capita income, State income tax
collections, and the general tax effort of the
State.
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Limitations
Other entitlement items in the Act concern

maximion and minimum limit ations on the
allocations to county and other local govern-
ments within each State. Restrictions which
are placed on the allocations to country and
local governments include:

The per capita grant to a unit of local
government or county area must be greater
than or equal to 20 percent of the State's
per capita grant. This is determined by taking
the sum of the two-thirds of the State aggregate
amount divided by the State population which
will give the per capita grant for the State.

The maximum limitation for any county
area or local government in the State is 1455'i,
of the State per capita grant.

There is a 8,200 minimum payment. I-Ivever,
the first payment for January 1, 1972 ' June
30, 1972 will be the minimal amount paid in
two parts of 5100 each, the first in the Fall
and the second early in January, 1973. This
will be the same in the payment of July-
1 )ecember 1976.

Other Qualification Requirements
The law gives discretion to communities on

how they spend their monies, but the law
requires expenditure and obligation reports.

These entitlement report:: must be published
in general circulation newspapers within the
geographic areas of each State and local gover'n-
ment. The reports must also be made available
to all communications media within the geo-
graphic area. In this manner all citizens will
be provided with informal:1n regarding the
use of Revenue Sharing monies.

No Matching Funds
Revenue Sharing funds nut), not be used by

the State or local governments as matching
funds for any Federal program. These funds
may not be used for education.

Appeals Possible
If a State or local government believes that

it has not received equitable treatment, it
can appeal to the Secretary of the Treasury
who will establish procedures to resolve
such problems. Every reasonable effort will
be made to correct difficulties which r.re
brought to the attention of the Mice of
Revenue Sharing.

One Formula Change
If a State, once it has received Revenue

Sharing funds, wishes to tailor its allocation
formula to local problem areas, it has the
()litho] under the bill to amend its allocations
by action of the State government once during
the five-year program.

If a State believes that it is desirable to
grant a relatively large portion of the funds
on the basis of need, it can do this by increasing
the weight of population by relative income
levels. Conversely, relatively more funds could
be distributed on the basis of population
weighted by tax effort if it is desired to place
greater emphasis on taxes raised locally.

Trust Funds
States as well as local governments are

required to place Revenue Sharing monies into
trust funds and account for them separately
from other funds. This rule was established so
that the Secretary of the Treasury can make
periodic compliance studies and Congress will
be assisted later in determining whether the
Revenue Sharing program should be continued,
revised or terminated at the end of the five-year
period.

The Secretary of the Treasury will report
to the Congress not later than March 1 of
each year on the operation and status of
Revenue Sharing allocations during the
previous year.

1Vornial Audit Procedures

In order to aid and assist in the audit pro-
cedures, each State and local government
must use fiscal, accounting and audit procedures
which conform to the guidelines established by
the Secretary of the Treasury and Comptroller
General. The guidelines will provide that in
most situations the States and localities will
be permitted to follow their normal accounting
procedures.

Each governmental unit must provide to the
Secretary and the Comptroller General of the
United States on reasonable notice access to
and the right to examine such books,
documents, papers or records as they may
reasonably require for purposes of reviewing
compliance with this Act.

Anti-Discrimination
The law stipulates that no person shall on

the ground of race, color, national origin or
sex be excluded from participation in, be
denied the benefits of, or be subjected to
discrimination under a program or activity
funded in whole or in part with Revenue
Sharing funds.

Other Qualifications
In order to qualify for payments, each

State or local government must, for each
entitlement period beginning on or after July
1, 1973, establish in advance a number of
matters to the satisfaction of the Secretary.
These include the setting up of a trust fund;
use of the amounts and interest during a
reasonable period of time and the use of monies
only for priority expenditures.

41. 9
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"Priority expenditures" mean:

(1) Ordinary and necessary maintenance and
operating expenses for

(a) Public Safety (including law enforce-
ment, fire protection and building code en-
forcement).

(b) Environmental protection (including sew-
age disposal, sanitation and pollution abate-
ment).

(e) Public transportation (including transit
systems and streets and roads).

(d) Health.
(e) Recreation.
(f) Libraries.
(g) Social services for the poor or aged, and
(h) Financial administration; and

(2) Ordinary and necessary capital expendi-
tures authorized by law. No unit or local
government may use entitlement funds for
non-priority expenditures which are defined

as any expenditures other than those included
in (1) and (2) above. The chief executive
officer of each un;t of local government must
certify to the Secretary that entitlement funds
received by it have been used only for priority
expenditures as required by the Aet.

Prevailing Wages
Prevailing wage rates are to be followed.

Each governInentai unit must agree that
persons employed in jobs financed in whole or
in part out of its trust fund are to be paid
wages not lower than the prevailing rates of
pay for persons employed by that government.

The penalty provisions in the Act contain
authority to withhold payments if a State. or
local government fails to comply with pro-
visions of the Act, has had reasonable time for
a hearing and has not taken corrective action
within a 60-day period. Money withheld by
the Secretary of the Treasury will be trans-
ferred from the trust to the general fund.
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