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In this section, we shall present an abbreviated inventory of some of

the descriptive characteriscics of several different nonstandard dialacts
of American English, Wea hava opted to present these in terws of an invan-
tory of features rather than a lengthy discursive account. This means that
many of the finer details have been omitted here. Moce eluborate accounts
of these features can be Lound in Labov, et al. (1963), Wolfram (1969),
Fasold and Wolfram (1970) aund wélfram and Fasold (1974).

The following description of various nonstandard American dialects
clearly demonstrates their systematic nature. Like ;ll languages, these
dialects are governed by regular pronunciation and grammatical rules, In
short, what is distinctive about nonstandard dialects is that they are held
in low esteem by the speakers of standard dialects and usually by their

-

speakers as well, Nonstandard dialects are not any less 4 language or any

2 leas capable of performing all oilthc tasks vi o language than a standard
dialect, It is important to note that many of these features occur wvariably.
That is, a particular dialect may be characcerized by the frequency with
withell ceftaia vaviants occur raother th;n Lavir categorical occurrvenca,

Within the broad catezory »f nonstanda:d dialects, thero are vartia-

tions which ara rezional and «thnic, The [ollowing code is used heara to
designate some major varieties of nonstardard dialects and to indicate in

which of these dialects certain features are most often found:

NS Usad in all noastandard varietias of Awerican English, inciude
ing tiortharn White 8§, Southern White N§ and Black English,

SHUNS Southern Whita NG

5 Suuttoazn Lhika dramined (anagibly copsidoraed nonsvandard i
SO0 HOrL LIS Conenty ).

o ‘ hael Eaglish

&~




Pronunciat ion

Consonant Clustar K[eduction

(BE/ some SWNS dialucts) -1,

(BE/ some SWNS)

(BZ/ some SWNS) 2.
(58) 3.
Tha TH- Sounds

(3

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

Word-final coasonant clustors onding
in 7 stop can be reduced when both
mewours belong to 4 base word: tes
(trs-), des (desk), han (hand), and
bui. (build), ‘

Reduction also occurs when gragmmatical
suffix -ed is added to produce such
words as iubbed, rained, messed, looked.
Reduced: rub, rain, mess, and :look,

When both members of a cluster are. either
voiced or voiceles.:, then the rule operates |
(as above), but wheu one member is voiced
and the other voiceless (e.g. jump, rent,
belt, gulp, ete,), the rule does not
operate, :

In Standard English (SE), final member
of a cluster may be absent if following
word begins with a consonant (begs' kind,
tol' Jim, col' cuts, and fas' back are

~deceptable in SE),

Reduction takas nlacr. when consonant
clustaer L t’uL'._)WG‘.d'by oorowa )l or g
Pause as well us a consonant: was' en'
(west end), bes' apnle (best apnle).
The type of clusters affected by this
rule are given in Table 4,

b}

Pluzal "oemacions:  vord; cadiag ia -so,

-ii, and -ak, add the -¢5 instead of -g
Eﬁﬁrnl. Plural foraitions follow con=
gonant reductiosg rule <A whien words sueh
a3 d=sk, tesg, rhost, and wasn become

dossag, teasns, wisned, and wassag,
< ! SNU2088 JAS528

Underlyinz Scructure ot Consonant Cluster:
clusters present in testing, scoldipsz,
tester, coldast, When suitic: beging

with vowel the cluster isg prasent, Some
dialects having tesding, scolling, ete.,
may not hiave underlying c¢luster,

Mol dnitials  d/th as in dov foe thow
el as in ueght for Chov bk (gaacinl

riod of E~unasnivated, loais),

2

y
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Table Conaonang Gl i whieh the Piual Mombor o0 the Clustar oy
;
K
fhonetic
Cluster _ Exumples®
Type.I Type II

[st] test, post, list miésed, messed, dressed
[sp] wasp, clasp, grasp
[sk] desk, risk, mask
[3t] finished, latched, cashed
{zd] raised, composed, amazed
[2d] judged, charged, forged
[£t] left, craft, cleft laughed, stuffed, roughed
[vd] loved, lived, moved
{nd] wind, . find, mound rained, fanned, canned
[mu] named, foamed, rammed
[1d] cold, wild, old called, smelled, killed
[pt] apt, adept, inept mapped, stopped, clapped
[kt] cct, contact, expect looked, cookad, cracked

\

“Yhere thera are no examples under Type 1 and Type II the cluster does not

occur upder that category,

g
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(some bE dialacts)
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(SNNS/BE) 3.
(some SWNS/BE) be
(BE)
The R and L

(5) 1.
() 2.
(3YNS/BE)

(:;'I'I’NS/ BE) 30
(H3) L,

- oven
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BEST COPY AVAILABLE

word e

avi Luit

Hl”hxﬁ A
noLIILL:,

F/eh ws in onoiin Jor
fov author

e

u hruvah for brother, ravah
bavie for b“bh-ug.

th- contizous to.a nasal is produced
as a t, as in arithmetic . ('ritbmetic),

monthly (montly), nothing (not'n).

d/th as in odah for other, brudan for
brother.

Voiced fricacives before nasals: th,
2, V, become stops before a nasal as
in idn't rfor ilsa't, . for szaven.

Word final: £/th predominant production
as in Ruf (Ruth), toof (tooth), and

souf (south).

t/th occasionally (mostly in Southerm
BE) as in sout' for south.

After a vowel: the 1 becomes uh, as
ia steal (steauh), sistar (sistuh).

-

Ll . ; .
! o Ate sl RSN

LUl Lz £ ;1Rd
are absent, as in helo (hep), Eprt
(taught). Typ:callj, 1 is complstely
absent before labial consonants.

Tn some araas oi bthe Jauth »
tollowing o ana iy, doz (@our),
(four), show (sure),

)
)
bOLV‘Oq

fan Corat, nro:

7 «'./'n_

Effect on vocabularyv and
sistent loss of r at
caused mecging of

Srannac e cone-

ond of word has

wo words. The chanae
used by thoe absence of ¥ in tuev and

thair or in vou and vour brings tham

phonatically elosar tog:

1
‘.tl‘JL‘l "I"K\“‘;p

LR
~forms arze then produ-wd: It is klay
book or It is vou Howk,
L e
Loss o Loane ifaon o )a't‘wf_ui o,

e aedbal vl Tooeeaw

Ao e o e st

such as Lo tube

-
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s niaa bive thivs dor Tomareaw 1]

brivg ihe tuicr,  This vronvaciasio:
may account ror the use of bo to indicat
tuture tima,  Ha be hora in a4 jou minutes,
Tha pronunciation rule - For the loss oL
coatracted I'1Y is when the {ullowing
word begins with b, m, or v (labial
sounds) the ('1l) is dropped, producing

I be workine tovorraw,

(SWNS/ BE) ' 5. After initial consonant -r: the r may
be absent when it follows a consonant
in unstressed syllables, giving plotect
for protect or p'f:.uor or when follow-
ing voweli is either an o or u, glving
thiow for throw and th'owsn Tor throwh,

6. Social stigma: absence of r and 1 not
as socially stigmatized as other non-
standard pronunciation rules because
certain types of r and 1 absences are
standard for some standard Northern
dialects (e.g. New England dialect),

Final b, d,land o4

(BE) 1. Devoicing: at end of syllable voiced
stops b, d, and 3 are pronounced ay
the corrasponding voicelus: ATODS D,
£y cad Lo Phiy does not coan e
Piz and pick, bud and butt, and cab
and cap sound alike in BE, for they
are still distinguished by lenzth
of vowel. English vowels are held
slizhtly langar when followinz sound

siocoreads Vo miiwoia, Lha uodn

bud is held lenger than the u ia hutt,
ali’rugh the dodn bud iy pronouncod

as 7 e

In vestrossad syllahlns ruie ¢na operate
for all nonstandard dialects, as in

stupit for stupid,

(58) . 2. Deletion of d: in some varieties of
BE d is absent more frequently when
followad by a c¢ansonant, such as
bal man, ¢on' sallice, ete. The
addition of an =i (roalizad phonetically
as z) sutfix produices a Riz for kids

S/ @dtdaa prodlices 4 sz &Lz
and boahz for boasds,

(35) S0 Clomeal Dor b, d Bufara uv'labic Lor o,

This vesults in pronunciationg or coallalt

ERIC 1

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:




asalization

(i) 1,
(BE) 2.
(s) 3.
(NS) 4.

Vowel Glides

Other

(BE/ 3WNS)

" Nasalized vowels:

The vowel glides as in

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

sermatiing like contn and
a glottal for the i :E'

hottlz with

The -iny suffix:  tha vse of ~in for
-ing, such as in sinzin', buvin', and
runnin' is a feature characteristic
of American English,

Use of nasalized
vowel instead of nasal consonant is
most often found at end of syllablae,
for example final consonant is dropped
in man, bun, and run. The final vowel
is then nasalized gi- giving ma', ou and
ru'. Not consistenc. Usually tound
in unstressed syllables, e.g. mailman,

The influence of nasals on i and e:
before a nasal consonant i and e do
not contrast, making words such as
Pin and pen or tin and ten sound
identical,

Articles: difference between a and
an is neutralized so that a occurs
before words beginning with vowels

and consonaints, e.z. 2 annle, a ngancse,

PATSIPRY

-‘. “1'..5:)

s Atk brrn e e

av (e.3. side

and t;:g) and ov (e.g. bov and tov) are
conerclny pronounced as ogaid, toim oand

boah and toan,

Absence of glide more {requent when
followed by a voiczd sound or a pause;
rere 1ihely to ba abseit fa iila, tine,
and toy than in kite, bLrizbt, or Ll”ht.

Str- words

skr- words

(strinz,
(skring,

strea
!n
veko ke

11'

t) may become
2t).
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(nz) - - 1. Reanlar: the -ed suffixes which mark
pastc tense, past participal forms and
derivad adjectives are not pronouncad
because of consonant reduction rule,
where finisied, cashad, forwad, cracked
and named are pronounced in SE as

 finistt, casht, forzd, crackt, and
namd and in BE as finish, cash,
forge, crack, and name,

(Ns) Where -ed is added to a base ending
in -t or -4, it is pronouncad as -ed.
It is rarely absent. However, the
~id can be reduced to d in SE and
NS: Eliminating i in -id in such
forms.as wanted or started leave
wanted wantd or stard, which are
reduced to.-d. This results in He

stard crying (He started crying)
and He wanda co (He wanted to go).

(M3) 2. Irregular: tendency to regularize
past forms for irregular ones by
added -ed; knowed for knew, taached

Lo nauzat, Colutively iofraquent

e

I i WS dialecis.

Extended use of non-past form. Small
sat oI verbs may use no different form
for past and non-past contexts. Most
roaninent coma as in Yastasdav Ya

[y fet it ot 88 b st s

bt Uthers Loclude say (8B

in particular) and yive.

Lo Genmecal: tha Perfective Constructions

—mtena

in S and SE.

NS ‘ . SE

Prasent I have walked,. I have walked,
Porfact I('va) walked, I've walked.
Past I had walled,
Parifact I had walkad, I'd walked,
Comnlativa I done walked, (SWNS/BE)

Daaminfey 0w L boean walked, (BF)
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2o Oionion o o of Hagar o in g
presuant teas2 torms obl ausiliary tiiva

reeenseem—.

can be contracted to 've aad Iy

SE NS
I've been here for hours. I been here for hours,
He's gone home. lle gone home,

Past perfect tense is formed with have
plus a general past form. Some
speakers give Ha done it, HKe did it,
and Thevy have diz itc,

3. Completive Aspects with Done: done plus
a past form I don~ tried. This form de-
notes an action started and completed
at a specific time in the past.

4. Remote Time Construction with Been:
been construstion indicates speaker
thinks of action having taken place
in the distant past. Unlike done,
the been construction is used solely

= . in BF, accenrdine to dat~ availabla
e J0is birae, ST CONSTHLCTIONS

ARE RELATIVELY RARE IN NORTHERN CITIES.

I been had it thore For about three
y22rs. You won't ecot vour dues that
you been paid,

Third Person siazular Presazn: Tense Marker

1, Gunazalt the sufflx -s (or -es) is
used to mark the third person singular
in the present tense:

Singular Plural
I walk we walk
yon walk yor walis
he walks, the wan walks thoy walk, the wen walk.
\
{ ™ Rt L T o geepes 4 K b -
(LR Tho -5 sufilx Do ahsant; it 48 not ~art
ol tho grarmury b waik, Lho =an wal's,
they walk, tho wea vl
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(13) 2, Tha vord o wvued as aa auniliczy in
noative constructioas,  He doasn't oo
bucomes lie don't o,

) 2o ava and Do talcd pecoon forms (s
and does) are absent, giving ile have
a bike and He always do silly things,

(3E) 4. lypercorract Forms: absence of -g

suffix in BE causes hypercorrections
when BE speakers come into contact
with SE. BE speakers observe pra-
sence of -s suffix in scme present
tense verbs. iUnEamiliar with the
restriction of -s suffix to third
porsod singular dotas, Cihe s maner

uses the feature as a foreign lan-

guage learner miznt by marking first,
second, third person forms both singular
and plural and the -s suffix.

This accounts for sentences such as

I walks, You walks, and The children
walks. -The -s suffix then is an impor-
tation of a dialectal feature and

over generalized to the grammar of

the dialect from which it was borrowed.

KT, g’
(SWNS/ BE) 1, Gonna: gonna, as in other dialects,
is a future indicutor. TIs and are are
frequently deluted when gonna is used.
He gonna 20. You zonna zet into trouble,

. (La) SZ proauces a rveduction of woona: nzna
(T'omma ~a), T TR tMrcow reductisas
not observed in U7 ro found: rira
(I'mara <o), mon (L'mon =o), and ma

Fo R D
(;_i'!’:'. *a).

o or wtad s

(tis) 2, Will: will is used to indicate future
time in SE and WS, Will can be con-
tracted to 'll. This contracted form
may be elininated, especially if the
following word beeins with a labial

e

consoaant (partizularly BR). e miss

e ey - e 1i ! R N ‘_.._
son tomotrow bor Hoe'll niss vou
Cosasrow,  Somekises L apoears taat

the tnture is indicated by moln verbd

aluna,

9

11 ’"
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Gonoral:  tho vorb to b2 appeass in
S¢ in ona of the three variant torms
ig, nru, or am. (o B8 the form be
caa be used us « awin verd (I_be he
hece do the evening and Jometime
he bo busv)a

i3

The use of invariant be in BE has two
explanations.

Will be or would be: be begins with
a labial consonant making it likely
that 'll before be will be absent.
Aonplication ol Lhis rula i fairly
compen in BE and occurs somet ines

in SE, giving sentences like He bhe
here pretty soon and Thev be gone bg
evening.

The contracted form of would is 'd
which can merge with the b of be or

be removed by the final elimination
rule. A sentence such as 1f vou gave
him a present, he be happy is possible.
both in SE and BE.

H‘-:r~”Lpi23_qlm;nv-ﬁpqa5_uw' tie ofhber
ougce oL Lavariznt be Ls possiole in

BE without tonse spec1tication and seems
to describe "an object or an event dis
tributed intermittently in time.'" To
say "I'm good" is to assert a permanent
enative,s Whila T ha nod means that

the speaker is good sometiwes. This

f ym of invariant be is quite sncially

tigmaticed,

This use of a prefix tends to occur only
in Appalachian speech with tne present
participle of the varb, It seems to
indicate a uniquely durative action--

a relatively lons-tevm uactivity. Sume
ple sentonces are I was a-faeming in
tuos2 davs, Sho's a-worbiing in tas

Ganzoals  when contracted foemas ofd tho
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copula is and arve forms are cxpected

in 3%, some nonstandard dialects may
dolote. Whon the subject is [, the SE
form i or its contraction 'm is almost
alvays used,

(s2) 2, Is: 1is may be absent before gonna in
« some Southern dialects, but in BE is
may be absent whenever it can be con-
tracted in ST, He a man, He bad, and
He running to school. Is and are are
present in grammar of speakers of BE
as evidenced in exposed clause (I know
he is) and in tag question (He is not
home, is he?).

\WSNS/ BE) 3. Are: in all nonstandard dialects of
English in which copula absence is
found, are is used less often than
is. English contraction rule removes
all but final consonant of certain
auxiliaries (are to 're, will to 'l1,
and have to 've). Are has no final
censonant, i.e. it is pronounced ah,
Regular pronunciation rules reduce
ah to uh. Contraction rule eliminates.
are, and there is no need to use BE
rules, Thus, there are speakers who
hawe ura ubsences out nat 74 1dszncas,

Copula Verb Concord

(1:s) They was there. You was there.
Some speakers show no person number
cmroeemant with ha,  This partaians to
boutit past (You was tnere) and preasent
forms of tg ba. It's use with nast
tonse torms (2.9, You w23 rharea) is
much wore frequent than with non-
past forms (They is here).

Negation

(2is) 1. The use of ain' : . [ re/has and

anf are/ is:  a ser s : . phonetic
changes in the hivt ., of English
produced ain't for the nesative forms
of is, are, am, awd auxiliary have and
has, e.z. 1 cin't wouna do it or Ha2
ain't dona i,

Taay . 0 : re . 1
) 2, In some varfatics of BB o'u't corresponds
to S8 didn't, Ha oin't o b,

[IRUOWEOFUVEE RS

Ll
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Mulecloly toratinn

Nogative covcord: He didn't do anvthinz,
Noaative actacirad to main verb and all
indefinites following the main verb.

(WaNS/ BR) 2. Preposed nezative auxiliary: Couldn't
nobody do it, A sentence with indefinite
noun phrase having a negative marker
before the main verb may have a negati-
vized form of the verbal auxiliary
placed at the beginning of the sentence,
such as can't, wasn't and didn't,

(BE) 3. Negative auxiliarv: Nobodv didn't do it,
The negative marker is placad in the
noun phrase with the indefinite element,
providing the NP comes before the main
verb. In BE, both this rule and one
which attaches a negative marker to
the main verb are used,

ts) 4. With negative adverbs: He never hardly
does it. The adverb is used to express
negation in addition to negative place=-
ment on another adverb, an auxiliary
or a negativized indefinite (e.g.
He never ‘hardly does it, He don't
hardly do _it, and Hardly nobody is

(BE) '5. Megative concord across clause boundaries:
occasionally, negzative concord takes
place across clauses. This results
in nentencas like Thera wasn't much
I couldn't do with the meaning '"There
wasn't much I could do" or Ain't no
cat_can't o3 in no ¢nop meaning that
"mo cat can get into any coop'.

(82) 1. With common nouns: where 's possessive
is found in SE, BE indicates possessives
by ths order of wnrds., The boy's hat
becomes The bov hat, BE speakers in
Northern urban areas alternate between

s and its abscnce.

2, With parsonal nam2s: 's is used with

first name in compound noun forms as
ia Joha's Davson car,  This Lo an
crmanpla of hypercorrection, vesulting

12
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Plural

=

(5:) ' 1,

(SWNS/ BE) . -2,

ronominal Apnosition

(t3)

Ralative Clnuses

(BE/ SWNS) 1.

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

from soma foamiliarity with tha noed

to add pousassive 3 without knowledge
of tha St rules for its placemant in
compound nouns, )

Absence of the plural suffix: plural
suffixes of SE (-3 or _-es) ars occasione
ally absent in BE, This results in

e took five book and The other teacher,
they'll vell at vou. The absence of
Plural suffix in Northern urban BE
occurs less often than the absence of
the possive suffix, Most speakers of
BE have the use of plural markers in
their grammar,

The absence of plural markers in cent
and year is because the gramuar of BE
allows the optional use of plural
markers with nouns of measure and is
found in SWNS.

Regular plurals and irregular nouns:
some nouns in SE form plurals by vowel.
change, one foot, two feet, or with no
suffix at all (oue deer, two deer),
For some upeukers, these nouns t ake

- the reuular -y suffix (two foots, two

deers).,

Pronominal apposition is the construction
ir which a pronoun is used in apposition
to the noun subject of the sent~2nce,

Tha nominative form of the pronoun is
used (Mv_brother, he bizeer than veu

or That teacher, she vell at the lids

all the time). o

Relative pronoun deletion: in most SE
dialects a relative pronoun is obligatory
if the relative pronoun renresents the
subject of the subordinate clause, In
some NS dialects, this relative can be

‘deleted, giving sentences lile Tiat's

the do bit wo or Thore's a man conas
down the roud ror "IhAE s Lhe dug that
bit we' and "There's

down tliz road"” respectivaly,

2man who comnes

13

15
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(NS) 2. Associative use of which: in 8§E which
is generally used to replace non-animate
rouns.  In sone NS dialects (and

‘ also some SE ones) which can be used
without this antecedent, appearing to
be used as a type of associative or .
conjunction. This is found in sen-
tences like H2 wave me this cigar which
he knows I don't smoke cizars or tis
daughter is .marrving Robert Jenks which
he doesn't approve of her marryinz a
divorced man.

(NS) : ' 3. Other relative pronoun forms: there
. ' are speakers of nonstandard English

who use forws other than who, whom,
which and that as relative ptonouns.
These speakers seem largely to be
of White rural varieties of English.
Examples appear in A car what runs is
good to have and There's those as can
do it.

Questions

(SWNS/BE) 1. Indirect questions: I want to know
where did he go? The direct question
for He went somewhere is Where did he
0?7  For the indiract question, the
inverted form of the direct is used
"I want to know did he go?"

(SWNS/BE) He wanted to know could he go for
He wanted to know if he could ro,

2. Uninverted forms: What that is?
May represent an earlice form, which
is giving way to inverted forms.

Existential it

(SWNS/ BE) It's a store on the corner. 1Is it a
show in town? It is used in place of

the standard English there, which serves
an existential or expletive function,

Demronstratives

(1s) i, Them for thosa: suntences like T want
some of tuen candies use the demon-
strative tiren where ST would have those.

2. Usoe of e and thoere as O

s b Eakiora

¢ -
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(BE).

(NS)

(BE)

(33)

Pronouns

1.

2.

3.

b,

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

hore acd there mav be added to the
demonstratives Lhese and tiwm to produce
gontencas like T Lite thosa bioce panks

buttoer thua them tiheroe onas,

Nominative/ objective neutralization:
occasionally, the forms used in SE

as objectives may be used as subjects,

as in Him ain't plaving, Mostly found

to be strictly age-graded so that

typically found only among pre-adolescents.

Coordinate nominative/objective neutrali-
zation: in coordinate subject noun
phrases, objective forms are much more
common in all nonstandard varieties,
giving Me ard her will do it. or Him

and me work together.

Non-possessive case for possessives:

‘occasionally nominative or objective

case of personal pronouns may be used,
giving James got him book or She
want_she mother. .

Absolute possessive forms: in SE the
absolute possessive form of personal
prunouns pattern according to the
following paradigm:

Sin' Ular ) ..-]'_ural
nlj.ﬁ.'f‘. Qurs
yours ~ yours
his, hers, its theirs

Except for mine, all the forms end in
s. Some NS dialects regularize the
pattern by adding -5 to mine as well,
giving mines. Others move in the other
direction toward regularization, adding
n to some of the other pronouns, pro-
ducing vourn, hisn, hern, ourn and
tneirn,
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