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MAKING A BEGINNING

The outrageously bold idea that children should have the
opportunity to choose for themselves a book to read and then to keep that
book for their very own is not an obvious "library-type" program--but why
shouldn't it be? This was the question that presented itself to the New
Mexico State Library staff. In a state with countless reading problems
among children and low adult educational levels, a reading promotion based
on free choice, pride of ownership,and community involvement had a unique
appeal. Individuals around the state knew of this kind of nation-wide pro- :
gram, but no coordinated effort to publicize and encourage its ideas had
been made in New Mexico.

The New Mexico State Library and the State Planning Office »-
sponsored a meeting to introduce Reading Is FUN-damental (RIF) to a wide ¢ .ss-
section of the state in September 1973 (see Appendix I). Mrs. Barbaya Re an,

Western Regional Director for RIF, came to Santa Fe and explained to 42
participants from 25 different interest areas what RIF was all abcut. Pub-
licity and information concerning RIF was developed and distributed around
the state. News releases and notices (see Appendix II) were sent to local
newspapers and radio stations. One Albuquerque television station had
covered the September meeting and the three Albuquerque stations ran the

RIF public service spots during the next few months. NET-Channel 5 devoted
a 15-minute segment of Prism, a community affairs programys to RIF in Novem-
ber. 1Inquiries were received at the state library on an average of two to
five a month during the winter, but no visiblc projects developed.

.

The State Library felt that the RIF concept had merit and
should be supported, but lack of funding limited this support to maintenance
of interest. Information packets from the RIF office were assembled and
mailed on request. The State Library became a temporary RIF switchboard,
answaring questions and acting as liaison between interested people. Invita-
tions to talk to civic groups were accepted. The film, Bequest of Wings,
was made available statewide with bookings through the State Library.

Prior to State Library involvement there had been only one RIT project in
the state, at Dexter, New Mexico, funded by that community's national Right
to Read grant. Reading Specialist, Dennis Pabst, who had been involved in
this 1973 Dexter RIF project, shared his experience and enthusiasm, provid-
ing an informal pilot program for our consideration.

The situation in the early months of 1974 was one of high
interest but no tangible results. Target groups abounied, eager volunteers
were ready to work, but no group or community seemed able to overcome the
money barrier.

Although the philosophy of RIF is for communities to raise
their own money for projects, the small New Mexico villages and rural areas
which are most in need of such a program have few =ivic clubs or service
organizations. Economic levels are generally low, and money to give bouwks
to children is not easy to come by. Where local libraries exist, their tight
budgets do not allow for such expenditures as a RIF project.




It became increasingly obvious that outside funding was needed
for communities to make use of the RIF idea. at least the first time around.
Provided the State Library had Title I money to use for such a project, was
our full commitment really worth it? What were we talking about in staff time
and cost? What were the ccnditions that would make such a program valuable
to the people of New Mexico? Was ili.s type of reading motivation program
reasonable for a library to promotn:” How could we go about iv, if all these
answers were favorable?

Some facts were at hand for evaluation. Needs assessment
data compiled for Fall 1973 Library Workshops showed that 42% of rural New
Mexico's over-25 population had an eighth grade or less education level.
0f rural New Mexicans, 60% were from a Spanish-American or Indian background
and spoke a native language other than English. Of these citizens, 61%
were below the $15,000 level aad 29% were below the poverty level income.

Of the rural population, 36% were under fourteen. I* appeared reasonable to
assume that low educational levels, the difficulties of a multi-lingual envi-
ronment, and middle to low economic levels were not factors that would
generally support or promote reading as a valuable activity.

Experience with the regional bookmobile services gava further
insight. Regular bookmobile use tends to drop off during junior and senior
high school years, even after an enthusiastic younger start. Many young
adults move away from small communities, and among those who remain, interest
in books and reading is mnot particularly strong. Without parents as reading
models and without their support for reading activity, a negative attitude
toward the value of bcoks results for many youngsters.

While we were not concerned with a full-scale examination
of the factors contributing to this socio-educational situation, the prnfile
derived from studying this data made it clear that there were real literacy
needs to be met in the rural communities of New Mexico, and this prompted
the New Mexico State Library to go ahead with plans for the first RIF program
administered by a state library.

Librarians in New Mexico have begun to come up with new answers
to old questions, and to ask a few new questions of their own. Who is the
library to serve, only the highly literate or everyone in the community?

Is it encugh just to open the doors, or are we to reach out into the commune
ities with our services? It is a healthy dialogue, and working with RIF
projects has added a new element to the discussion.
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SERVICE AND MEDIA ANC TODAY--A DIALOGUE

o

=78
// Since everybody watches TV
anyway, what do we need
books and reading for?

We're overwhelmed and besieged by media--
all kinds. Ads, announcements, commer-
cials, flyers in the mail, you name it.
The need to understand what is written,
print literacy if you will, has been
joined by an increasing necessity for
media literacy. With competencies in both
of these areas, people can cope more intel-

ligently with the media bombardment.
S

Isn't teaching literacy a
3ob for the schools? The
library is for people who

read.

NO... to question and statement! Today's
libraries and libraries of tomorrow have
a larger role than that of being a book

shelf. The national focus on everyone's
right to read should have alerted librar-
ians to the idea that readers, if not an

endangered species, are certainly a down-
graded one. Libraries have an obligation
to encourage literacy if we do not intend
to beccme the eccaomic dinosaurs of the

21st Century. ES;:T___,

a——

—

e . —
Are you saying our proven
methods of service are

not any good? o

Certainly not! But there is a growing
realization that something new must be
added. The effectiveness of our service
has been gradually diminished as other
influences crowd in. We must do more than
unlock the door and wait for readers to

come. Our services must reach out to non-
users with information of value to them

--in a form they find easy to handle. In
addition, we must encourage reading as a
survival skill, not just a leisurely

>

P

Oh, but it is different. RIF reaches out
to people who are turned off by libraries.
The children have a good time selecting
and owning and reading their books, and
adults have a good time helping them.

> don't follow how the
sdea of RIF fits in with
all of this? It is a

reading program for kids,
so it can't be too dif-
ferent from what we have
done before.




But we have summer read-
ing programs and anyone

can come.
~X-

The regular summer reading programs in
most libraries are fine and they reach
many children. RIF is a different game,
though. We like the non-competitive
nature of RIF, plus the fact it is di-
rected mainly to those children who may
not be in the usual public library pro-
gram or who do not read the usual
required number of books and so do not
get the Super Reader Award or whatever.
There are some real basic reasons for
this attitude. Do you want my soapbox

speech? ‘*-\§:Tﬂ
’/;;;;:7;;::;;; Children who experience

repeated failure will react in differ-
ent ways. Some will grit their teeth,
persevere, and prove to everyone that
they can do it. Others will react with
anger. They grow to hate schools and
libraries because of their bitter frus-
tration with reading. Another group will
retrest into disinterested passivity,
waiting for the book to be closed and the
TV to be turned on. For a lot of children
and adults, libraries are associated with
more pain than the centist's office.

Not really. Of course, reactions differ.,
Each child is an individual, even if we

do often lump him into generalities. But
the child who feels he is a failure and
knows frustration as his reading compan-
ion 1isn't going to be excited about
having to read ten books in a library
reading program to get his name on a gold
sticker that he then takes home to a par-
ent who thinks book-reading is a waste of
time, anyway. He probably will never walk
through the library door.

And RIF is the only way We think it's-at least one way. No problem \
to coax him through the door? of this size has just one solution. But \

TN before we leave this background and get
back to the projects, let me tell you
why we think RIF makes sense as a librar

project in New Mexico.

/
Not really! But I imagine
you will go ahead anyway.

o

Isn't that rather extr;EEE:)

Briefly. New Mexico has reading problems
among adults and children. RIF reaches
children at their own level and involves
. F.-\ Jadults in the community in a participatory
. ¢, 1 way. RIF does not demand reading competi-
.(:iié from those not equipped to compete,
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nor does it penalize those with inadequate
skills. Instead, it provides a pleasant

positive experience for children, some of
whom may see themselves as reading fail-

But wouldn't these children
value books more if they
had to pay for them?

No... Not likely.

If you don't read anymore than you have
to because you feel inadequate or insecure
about reading, you are not likely to spend
your only dollar for a book, are you?

Okay. So here you are, pretty turned-off.
Someone shows you a whole table-full of
colorful, attractive books and says,
"Look them over and pick one you would
like to keep. It's yours." ... So you
get to choose this bock all by yourself,
and whether you can read it or not, '"they"
let you choose it and write your name in
it, so maybe you're not so dumb! It's the
first book you've ever owned. So what are
you going to do about it? Well, "they"
didn't tell you it was too hard for you

or nct the right one, sq.... you own it

and that's your name on the cover. It's
yours, and maybe you will read it... or
swap it for another one... or maybe just
let it belong to you for awhile to get

used to the idea of owning a book. It's
your choice and no one is telling you

what to do and how to do it. You feel

good about making a choice and having it
stick. That is what RIF offers... Reading
Is Fun-damental gives each child reinforce-
ment and evidence of his own value and
ability. Besides encouraging reading as
fun, it is a good cultural and self-identity
process for New Mexico children and just
good personal identity for anyone. That
wasn't so brief, was it?

No, not so brief, but did I
get it right? It is not a
new idea or unique to New
Mexico, that people gener-
ally prefer activities

they enjoy and generally do
not enjoy activities that
make them feel insecure

or inadequate. Rightly
handled, a RIF project
should spark interest in
reading and encourage
children and their parents




to see that reading
can be fun. Libraries
should provide community
service that relates
directly to the needs
and problems of the
community and if reading
interest is low, that
responsibility can involve
outreach to interest peopl
in reading, which at the
same time ' contributes to ’
their own self-concept. i
And that's what RIF is all '
about.

————

Right! Next time I make a speech, you can
do it for me.  Now, how about helping
me plan these RIF projects?

Well, I was going to -
watch TV, but okay, I'll
give it a try.

B AP -
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Interest in RIF was running high. The project had shifted
into the planning phase, and the working relationship batween the State Library
and the local organizers was becoming more clearly defined. Each community
would provide an organization for its RIF project. The State Library would
provide funds for the projects, plus necessary training, support, and backup
help; the local organization would select and order suitable books, organize
distribution days, and make local contacts, announcements, and arrangements
for activities. Thus our project would become their project and more nearly

meet their expectations and needs.

As part of the State Library system, the six regional
libraries (which operate bookmobile service to rural areas) seemed to be a
logical starting place, and a per book cost of seventy cents appeared to be
a reasonable cost estimate. In March 1974, news came from Washington that
impounded federal funds might soon be released. Thus a crucial ingredient
was provided. The RIF idea was introduced to the regional librarians during
a regular quarterly meeting and they responded favorably, although with
understandable questions about time/staff factors. Even with community help
we were aware of potential communication problems and saw a real need for
locating capable resource people. Each region agreed to select one or two
possible target areas with all of the problems in mind, such as the need
for bookmobile tie-in, the need to fit RIF days into busy schedules and
coordinate them with existing activities. Our regional people accepted
these challenges with their usual willingaess to go beyond routine levels
of service.

On March 11, announcements (see Appendix III) were mailed
to the 39 public libraries briefly explaining RIF and inquiring about local
interest in this project for a summer reading activity. Thirty-seven
responded '"yes, we're interested," and application forms with additional
information (see Appendix IV) were mailed to them. Librarians were encour-
aged to call to clarify procedures. We suggested that the short lead-in
time would control the size of their target groups and projects. For them,
too, community participation was a must, either through an existing group
which would agree to work with the RIF concept or through a group of inter-
ested "Summer RIF Volunteers.'" Many public libraries in New Mexico are one
or two person operations, so the volunteers would share the work as well as
provide community participation in the project.

Eleven public libraries completed their applications by the
April 17 deadline with the necessary estimate of funding needs and with the
necessary community organization. The bookmobile librarians had settled,
meanwhile, on their target areas and the number of children to be included.
Impounded funds were released. Money was allocated for the distribution of
five books each to an estimated 1,763 children, and the State Library Com-

mission approved the grants.

With local RIF projects designated and funded, Barbara Ronan
came to Albuquerque on April 29 and 30, 1974, bringing along trunks of books
and two enthusiastic helpers, Donna Stevenson and Tina Bradley, to show com-
munity representatives and librarians some of the '"nuts and bolus" of a RIF
program. The two local book vendors cooperated by providing book displays,
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lists of publishers with materials that were immedjately available, and
delivery schedules for ordered materials. Nearly all of the representatives
took home or placed orders for enough boocks for their first distribution.

RIF was on its way!
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Location of 17 RIF projects noted on the map;
Time sequence as follows.

September 25, 1973

March 7, 1974

March 11, 1974
April 17, 1974
Apeil 29, 1974

June - September

September 15, 1974

First meeting of interested persons around the
state convened through' the cooperatior of the New
Moxico State Library and the State Planning Office.
Regional librarians began planning

Invitations to apply sent to 37 public libraries
Applications duc at the .state library

Norkshop,vith,aarbara Ronan, Western Regional
RIF Dircctor

Distribution months

Final evaluation due
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In August of 1374, when the local RIF projects were about
two-thirds completed, a report form was sent to all project directors
asking them to describe and to evaluate the effectiveness of their projects.
(The report format can be seen in a completed report in this section. Some
communities went far beyond the limits of the form, and two such enthusiastic
reports will be included here as well.) The impression one gets from reading
these reports is overwhelmingly favorable, but there are also many sugges-
tions and criticisms that should be very useful in the future.

There was no plan to do a statistical evaluation of RIF's
impact in New Mexico, but the Santa Fe Public Library.did compile some
statistics for their project area which they sent along with their report.
Here is what they said:

“The circulation for the areas of Tesuque and Chupadero, based on the
bookmobile stops for July 1973 compared to those of July 1974, increased
by 180 per cent. The adult circulation showed an increase from no cir-
culation for July 1973 to 56 books for July 1974. The circulation for -
the Children's department at the main library increased 15 per cent.

"The factors we consider that have helped with this increase in circu-
lation are as follows: Familiarity with the bookmobile (as of July 1973
was a new thing and it has since become somevhat established in the
communities): a factor for the three months of this summer we feel has
been the increased inter:st in reading due to the RIF program.

"There have been many néw faces on the bookmobile since the start of

the program this summer. Most of these have been kids, but several

adults, mostly from the Chupadero area, have used the bookmobile for
. the first time this summer.

"As the bookmobile had been servicing this area before the program, no
new projects have been started as a result of RIF. However, the RIF
program has pointed out specific areas of need and interest, and helped
to determine levels of education that will be very useful in the aquisi-
"tion of books and the planning of future®library projects.

"We feel that the program has been very successful and would hope that
RIF may be coritinued in the future."

The dominant message from the reports is that when RIF
came to town, good things began to happen. The tone of this message
ranges from a buoyant note from the Northern Regional Library that "it
surely was a joy to see children taking pride in their books,'" to the
more sardonic remark of a parent in Tesuque that "it's about time the gov-
ernment sponsored a worthwhile program."

The reports support two psychological tenets of the RIF
program: that children who are not familiar or comfortable with books can
quickly overcome this discomfort when they receive a gift of books freely
given, and that the pleasure and pride of owning books will break down
barriers in the minds of children who have come to associate books with
competition, frustration and failure. "Books became a regular feature of

« 11




these children's lives this summer' says the Santa Fe report. The Southwest
Region reports that "the RIT distribution had a definite impact on the chil-
dren living on the reservation. After the first distribution, they became
very selective about titles and subjects." From the Southeast Region Mescalero
project: "the children are asking when the next book day will be. They were
all proud to receive books and to be able to keep them."' From Truchas in the
northern mountains comes word that '"this was something Truchas and Ojo Sarco
have needed for a long time. Children have shown an increased interest in
our lilrary program." Whern it became apparent that there were more than enough
RIF books to go around, children were brought from the village of Cordova to
Truchas to join in the fun.

/

3

Woody Anderson, children's:-librarjan in Farmington reports:
"excellent response from the children, parents, and workers -- even greater
than I expected. There have been several groups here in the city that have
tried various ways of getting children and books together, and this program
seemed to really give them a perspective into what a good program could
effectively do for children."

Project directors and volunteers showed a good deal of
ingenuity and creativity in adapting RIF to their communities and in provid-
ing little touches that further enhanced the experience for the participating
children. Mr. Allan Florsheim, a printer in Roy, New Mexico, provided printed
labels to the Northeastern Regional Library KIF project. This li:tle refine-
ment pleased the children immensely.

Although in the area served by the Northwest Regional Library
there was "'a general lack of interest in the planning and implementing among
the residents," the project staff managed to overcome this apathy by schedul-
ing a RIF day to coincide with the day of the annual Canoncito Rodeo, and by
having the rodeo announcer tell the crowd that at halftime free children's
books wculd be distributed by the RIF project. Thus the problems both of
distance and apathy were overcome by borrowing somebody else's audience.

In Alamogordo, when it was discovered that there were more
books than children, the children were told to go out and bring a friend
back with th.m. In Espanola a junior magician was employed to highlight
the activities. In Truchas there was a filmstrip about the Lollipop Dragon,
and !~ Mescalero the children heard their voices on & tape recorder. The
project conducted by the Albuquerque Public Library for children in the
mountain villages of Tijeras and San Antonito featured movies, puppet shows,

storytelling, folk singing, clowns,.and ice cream. All of this, and free
books too!

But before this report turns into a rave review, let us
consider some of the persistent problems and the criticisms that were
encountered. In remote, thinly-populated regions there was a good deal of
difficulty getting children together since school was out and they were
scattered all over the county. The Eastern Plains Regional Library report
expands on this theme. ''Response to our RIF program at Mountainair was not
good. Out of sixty eligible-children the most we had was fifteen. This
was due to the fact that the majority of the children live in rural areas
and could not make it into town." The report from the Fred Macaron Public

. 10
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Library in Springer notes the same problem, with the suggestion that "Due
to our scattered community the library board felt that i{f we have another
RIF program, we should have it during the school year."

o

In Alamogordo, where several community organizations attempted
to cooperate in organizing the RIF project, there were problems caused by
disorganization within one of the groups. '"The Self-Help Program did not have
a good director for Shady Tree this year' says the report, "and consequently
that program didn't ever get more than a half-hearted start and fizzled out
quickly so we didn't get much done in that area and were late starting and
very disappointed." Despite this lack of smooth cooperation, there is enthu-
siasm for another RIF project in Alamogordo next year, although the report
concludes that "The Junior Woman's Club will not work with Shady Tree again."

There were a few instances oi dissatisfaction with the selec-
tion and quality of the books. In Mountainair one of the volunteers 'questioned
the quality of the books and the material available for the Chicanos." At
Canoncito '""some commented that there were not enough coloring books anu comics."
The Santa Fe Public Library noted in its report that some children complained:
"you don't have any good books," but the report explained that these complaints
came primarily from children "who came from relatively high income families and
had a large library already at home." A similar note was struck in the report
from the Arthur Johnson Memorial Library in Raton, where childiren from upper
middle class home: were much less satisfied with the books than the children

_from poorer environments. These complaints of children from more privileged
backgrounds only serve to highlight the value of the program, it would seem,
since they point out the great need of the poorer children for the stimulation
provided by the RIF bocks. . . :

Here is the report submitted by the RIF project in Raton to
give an example of a typically thorough report and of the two-page reporting
format provided by New Mexico State Library to the local projects.

Pinal Report - RIF‘'Grant ' Arthur Johnson Mems public Library

Date: Saptamhor O, 1974 . $313,00 Grant Amount

Number of children participating 158

Number of books given away ol ® Left over h2

S—. anc—

| What are your plans for those left over, if any? We are saving them for Christmas
parties at Headstart story hour and story hour conducted at Library.

Activity schedule for RIT Days. Please outline the plans, .activities,
' ~ program, etc. for each distributien dey, inctuding date..

til the 28th

the four elementary schools from the 15th of May un

b z:‘:::d .;:gdozhiggren of program and the basic idea behind it, Tried to gen;:a:: "
onﬁhunitsm to children of owning their vory own books, letting tho_aolootion Q
om. '

the ‘Northeastorn
i bution was made the 26tk of June at Romero Park while :

2 ::z:*:bgng;ido their stop. Thia wan & very rolaxed "fun" distribution, motnp:::d
' a blanket on the ground laying tho books on it, Many of the children did not ¢

to this distribution,
1l

ERIC 13
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3. Third distribution was made at the library on August 15th, More of the mothera came
with their children, and we found that they checked out books from the library, and
they asked about various library snrvices,

4§, Fourth distribution was made again at the library on Saptember'7th; This had to be
done, because many of the children either forgot to come on the 15th of August or
were not aware of it,

(Newspaper did not publish article we wrote!)

livaluation: Your own thoughts, comments, obscrvations ahout RIF in your
community. Did the RIF project have any immediately recognizable impact
on any scgment of your community? 1Is there any incieascd‘intereet in the
1ibrary by children and/or narents?%‘Arc there any new library p}opramc
planncd as a result? Any new awareness by cnmmunity'of library nofcntjal?
Any ncw a:yrcness by library hoard, staff, etc., of community intercsts
and needs.f4no you tinnk there will be any RIF programs in the futuré?

Our Library Board feols ‘that a concrete evaluation should be done, The school principalsy
have suggested that vwe look at the rqading tests donc last spring and compare them with
tests given this fall, The principals are very enthusiastic about the program and feel
that we should continue it in years to come., The committee and staff feecl that perhaps

_ we are not reaching the children who need the books the most, Vle did find that the
Catholic school children were much more appreciative of the books than the children who )
attend Kearny School, (These childrcn are from upper middle class families), Longfelloy
and Columbian Schools are made up of children from poor to middle income families, They
too were more appreciative of the books than the children from Kearny, This might in-
fluence our program next year, Ve have had favorable comments on the program from in-
tercsted poople in the community, and we definitely feel that it has had an impact in
the community., Frdm the progran we have realized that a greater cffort to entice school
children to come to the library nceds to be made, e are planning to have special story
hours at the library on Satunday afternoons for these children,

Any comments by children, voluntcers, parcpts, ctc. Please include pro
and con -- We would welcome any pictures, taned comments, copics of
newspaper articles, posters, ctc.

Some of the parents objected to the reading level their children chose, e explained
that' not all seccond grade children were on the same reading level, and,therefore, our
scroction consisted of easy=to-read hooks as well as harder to read books, We wanted
the choice to be the childs and not the teacher or committecc tnember, A good many of the
children decided, on their ,ovm, that they wanted to tradec books with their friends.,

We did use radio publicity as well as newspaper articles, Ve made posters and displayed
them downtown in store fronts, \le used covers from catalogs and bouk covers, along
with the time, place and date for eezch’'distribution, '

The'school principals and teachers were very happy that this program was' conducted,

They all felt it certainly would ‘inspire children to read, We at the library felt it
made our summer reading program more popular,

. . A report after the first distribution came in from Lou Brook;:
about her Qrogect at t. Alamo Navajo Reservation. This interim note typifias
the rural isolation of ma:. children. '

12
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MEMORANDUM

NEW MEXICO

STATE LIBRARY. 5
T . W8N
FROM: Lou

C. EDWIN DOWLIN SUBJECT.

STATE LIBRARIAN

In a statistical sense the RIF distribution was not as
good as we had hoped. 24 children came to the various
places and choose their books - THREE LITTLE PIGS was

the most popular. We left Magdalena at 7:00 a.m. and
arrived where the portable classroom was parked on the
north side of the reservation around 8:30 a.m. A tarp

had been erected on poles making a nice shade that we
shared with the sheep, goats, chickens and lots of dogs.
We had 2 folding tables and spread our wares on the tables.
(When we got our books out we realized that we did have a
good selection § I do thank you for the books that you
selected). The display was very impressive to us at least
- 14 children came and selected books and others came and
peeked around the corner but were too shy to come into

the arca. There were 2 Navajo girls that assisted us &
they couldn't convince them to come in, After we stayved
there until noon, Floyd Mansell decided that we could go
to some of the houses and do better - we realized no one

else would come there. We did stop at the Trading Post
'oszzoogg;fg:?;;;s” and then in an area where scveral houses were located.
SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO 87501 Many cf the children were either working or had gone to

town, 1 had hoped for many more children, however, I feel
that the next stop will be better. We are all thinking of
ways to attract more § I feel that Floyd has the right
thought about going to areas where the children live. It
is really spread over sections of land § the communication -
gap is there. Posters had been made by the girls that
helped us and they will make more but reading is also a
problem for many of the people. They just do not under-
stand what it is all about. I am not discouraged § can
hardly wait until the next date July 16th. I feel so
strongly that those people nced ail of the extra effort
that we can provide and if we only get 24 the next time,
we may have planted a seed that will grow § grow.

The country is lovely - terribly dry § hot but so pretty,
I felt good that we did what we did.

As can be seen in these reports, publicity is an important

element in o successful project. Poster artists, radio spot messages, tele-
phone calls, and newspaper articles were all part of the campaign. From the
sampling that follows, one gets a sense of the positive cooperative tone
that the projects developed and the imaginative settings that were provided
for the book distributions.. -
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Woman's club project

Former Dexter Waman's Club preadent, Mrs JohnWoodard, seated loft,
and Mes Chacies Hagan, currenl president, take a tuen at soeling books in the
Deater Elementary School Ithrary in conjunction with the schoul RIF
(Keading s ttin-damentalt project. inltiated in 1912 under auspiees of the
National Right to Huad programi Denmis Pabdst. school reading specialist,
obserying pracerdtns. nutes members of the club have helped obtain. sort
and display an estimated 2.4 paperbouk volunies for children in kin-
dergarten through seventh grade leveisduning the iwo-year period.e

sssurned responaibnly foe

slomenlary schaol fibrary

Fun-dutientat  peojecl  fur
undew=rien thriugh sevenih-

Readlng I3
teadamental

He there all sou s ind
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sialh grgde If vou read Ihis
belore twelve aclock  town
TOLAY Jume 18R come o
thw it 1o the Bilirtes and pick up
unr free KIF ook

AR Ltk LI calemdat for
the nest grear RIF Kneaway

Enmioand e us b more
fun and {tee borka on Tuesday.
Julv %h Al waleh fr more
inforMattaft on e or call the
htrary

Books do multiply
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W own books which they sl
et hopefully inductig thew
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Participonts in the Reading |s Fundomental
governmant.funded book give-away program,
pictured ot the Farmington Librory with Mrs.
Charles Tansey. who ossisted with the
suparvision, are. lett to right: eight-yeer.old
Vernon Moaxwell, nine-yeor-old Liso Jones and
nine-yeor.old Johnny Maxwell. The Moxwell

Reading Is Fundamental

Books A‘.’.V.?.

4

™ of 7% pager
Sack bosks—ensugh to dls-
tribute five & oach of

reagram, Anderesn empisined,
6 "get tasks n e homee
of ehtidren, whe. perhops,
Py have never hed o bosk of their

verrament’s “Reading lo Bocouse
“Readin,

undamental” (RIF1 pro-
.

lcal - v

undamental’ al Espanola’s Luycero Cenler umumtwmhmle;lmr
(

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

"HEADING S FUNDAMENTAL - This attentive  Tuesday The children were read lo by Mrs Hilma
8roup of Eapancla Valley youngsters ook partina  Trujillo of Pojoaque (far righl) am! later received
Pvernment-nnded nrogram entitled “Heading ls  (ree art supplies and books. Librarian Celsa Quin-

y Johnnie Martiner)

nid e
wdiL brery bocame invelved @ the  were designaied b participste
o mlact the

glve-sway book deal on his I e pragam
romponse b 0 lethr in Aprl secend and Wurd grade ol
fum a0 official ot ¥ New denta in Vet

Mesico Sals Library In fants folt would hast bamefit.
Fa. inviting epplications tor e Fop was siected
e program.

N‘nml‘ry. unt "he greslest mander of
sceording to Andersen. the  polential readure of Wi time

y ot Library

o further readimy
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Reading s Fundamentsl (And Ahe Pun)

brothers are the'sons of Mr. and Mrs Willie
Maxwell ond attend Swinburne Elementary
Liso. the daughter of M. und Mrs. Hariy Paul.
attends McCormick Elementary. The two
schools are among five designated ftor the RIf
progrom,
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Invited to pecticipate weee expuord thm to the Libr:
givan two busks each and the new parid b
secand disiridution was o0 ‘Tng sges gl
July 15, when 103 students 1nio the 0 dt ke
tach received toe bosks

m“ («:l‘ «rmlm ‘-l:: carda were woutd &0 4 remul
wan Monday. roen of 5
et thare were enough bushs - “m!m"“m

for tme touke aplocy, again.  gurvem -

Y oungsters Learn
' Reading i Fun’y

Suw Moalo Vilde Lintany
Loan granted #0010 Espasity
et Labrary G fiovimee e
P A o0 prant Wil
ke a4 omilar pivs tom juest
ble i Truchias and 9o Raren
e be eondueted theouph te
Northem Reguopal bouking
bile statf

In addittun to the swnmer
RIF progran, Papwnols lLihea
man Cela Quintana  sud
#7150 New Mexico Arta Com
nusion  grant has beett dp
proveyd for & shool year pro
yram

“Mhe concept of the pm
Rram is yuite stinple to ve
sach chili free chaoicr i sel-
ecting books that 1nlerest
Wm and the opportunily o
owit his ownr books” said Mrs
Quintans

“It 1 dreigned) as a recrea
tional remurce  with obwions
aml langible educational be-
nefia”, she

ln VYapshola the summer
rvading program is being co

l:nﬂ by the Fnenda of

e Library,

Three (Rtrlhnlkm dates lor
the books have beelt sache
Julnd throughou the summer
and the PFrieinds will be von-
ducting the sesstons.

The first disribution of
books was held June 11

30 chiltren were treated to
tables of new books Through
which they hrowsed and el
et thele own

Mrs. Ban ¥l conducted 2
swiyhour with a theme of
ducks reading bouks. playing

and telling tales. dure

# the firsl semion mald »

end. Afterwards  refresh:

ments were servad by the I+
brury nrgantzation

The selected 50 childeen
wilt come atid select tway more
bowks at the library July 9
.leli sgaln August 8, sald Mis.

ntana

Mrs Quinlina ssli wiseting
the 80 children 1o be inetud:
o in the program was iftl-
cult, Mnally, the pmgram was
made up of children in kin.
dergarten through third grade
m recommendetions {rom

ntary school teachers In
the valley.

Teachers sclected studenis
they thought would be partl.
cularly heiped by the pm
gram and wha wuulll henefit
most from owning theit own

noks.

With the winler grant from
the Arts (‘ommissiorn. said
lrl! Q!::nhmul:,h hml the

nlire elemen pro
;rlm mixht t-«m: involved
from .ﬂmhmnmn through

As cosponsors of the pro-

, the Priend of me'u-

can use additional adult

l\lelp "21 :’hommﬂbuunur:

slon, residen
Mrs. Jon Mw’&np

“Paren: involvement s verv|

ally experience.

However. says Mrs Quints
na, “the idea  here s just
reuding for fun "

City Library |

Announces
Reading Plan

The Albuquerque Public
Libraty hes gnnounced o
secnnd “Reading 1s Funds.
mental” program for the
m'ounninuel eastol the
cly

Paten! Teacher Assa
members of 1he A Montnys
Elementary Sehool have 1
sued 1nvitaliond to Primary
students n Childi ond Tijer
a4 10 participate Iah!hc
jumroer program which iy
belng Mdnl)gnuh July 19
In conjunction with the Rer.
aslillo County Parks and
Recreation program.

Fach chid will chosse at
least (e paperhack
toread at ke sessiony -
books which he may b
Sack lunches will be B
¢d to participants

Movies will provide the
fiest today's entertainment,
withfoltaingers, puppet

pays, dancers and
:;'I:nrlunn'dlonl.:ﬁ
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Books still
availabla

RIF program  spokeswo-
men suid this wek that books
aubl undistributzd ditring the
sumttet  program will be
made avadable 1o wll Zun
merly schi' (ifth wraders,
Fruday Seplember 13 Ooe at
a G e it geade classes
el L e prbhe
sttt st sehinal feAns o

wul
1.

len. 1+ abut the libray and
make therr selecton of free
s They bl slse have att
opprrtumts W1 check vart
Louks fecently argquited n
the Wbeary vulle ot

Karate lesson? Or watching a puppet show? Valunteers provided storles, plays,
kurmie fessons aut In the library ynrd, good things tit munch and «dp = all thesy
vilra pleasures und books, toa, which mnde READING I8 FUN-DAMENTAL llve
up (o lts nmme of 1 “FUN"' time at our lown Iibrary.

READING 1Y FUNDAMI N AL g sumer pragran thta year at the Sucurro
Publly Librury, engbled M tocal yaungsiers te choase (v books ench wnd keep
thent (e thelr very dwn! One voung a4 regobtl ©* n the peagoan, 1y taking
spechalenre which [y @ buaks he plans v add to his home ibrury. And how shout s

RIF-BOUK FREE

I Ll Lsad vou gust s
the hifth or qaib grade” Are
Lt e et of 3 fseoee H0h
o anth o 1k vee koW
W U s e annn s speveal
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PTA, City lu'brzu‘_yj
Will Boost Reading .
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et trted

IF - “Reading Is Fun”™

A new resiing progrn spunsared by the Clnos Caeser
P c Labrary awl the New Mearo State Libiasy was
f o Uleas Wednesdis Far ’
hsteibution sites have been seleiel
Grand Avemwe Hiopes Meetingg iom and Our §ots of
viuadaluge “choal maening rooin Fhie Look s wheetsd for
a_tstibubimts wivaf (st througth trd geade coarding level

st
The tarls Cluh,

_oang Jeany Heanch,

Clovis-Carver Public Library Hosts
Reading Program During Summer

Mrs Uebwcea S1oner, oy, . Director of the Girls'
Clabc pietured atave assisting boys and giels with their
fir<t wlecuon of buoks (‘)ularen participuting in the
tust twek chatribution are Kgvins Flowers, Kennith
ihomas Tracy Adams. Pathela Calhoun, Donns
! alhwan Florence Baker, Bridiel Johnaon, Kun Fhilips.

1A gruups ot the A Montind seat tan Aatonitn elemen '
1ary reading schools wii kald  Reating 1 Pundainental®
pragrame this summer, with i Asuguerque fublic Li-
braty acting 18 consultant on Iook nedering and distriby
lion
“P ading 1s FUNdamenta. «R1F1 16 2 sahona! program
stesgned i matisate Jhiidien w read thruugh the expen
ence of owmihg teoks they (huaose themseies
~ THE RIF PROJECT has been swarded tn the tmuntain
ated {rom \an ARG son W Chi'sinee e sowad b )
hraries are closed 1 the summer and there uas heen no
agoxiohite service :n that ares for several yeats
The New Mexico State f.thrary Nas given grants to fi
nance RIF prjects throughnut the state, with putthi nbrar
s dching as haison hetween the stale Lorais aal ihe
conperating vulunteer grotpe
Nearly Tn} New Mexuo chuideer, wal seco:ve at least
Live ‘wuks of they *wn cnaice tu keep 83 & wav nf begin.
ning their own home librar:es
Kitty Hoffinan, past preudent of the San Anlurilo A,
along weth Bhyllis Payne ag < Lana M ivr are panning the
arograms for the San:a Prre brosi Road arce
BEGINNING WFDNESDAY, speaia programs all be
aeld at the Nan Amasin Cathal.c Chureh evely Wedndsday
for fnur weeks M church s ‘ucated st the juncton af
NM Mand VM4
“ Purents ace enconrpged o xhn in thd project with thewr
ary school age cldeen The progeant wil also nti xte
#ing alang with ISarh-ra 1 us s, fulk singer and guita st
whn will be the speciul gues! at the Nirst ineeting
The A Montosa programs are stil In the panning stage,
but wiil hegin sometime after Juiy 4 1hey will de coordi-
nated with (he county ~arks and recreatwon program. umi
children selected 1o participate in tius RIF project will re-
GRIVE (AYItALIONS $0ON
A volunieer staff at A Monloys will work on a one-to-cne
basis with the children The stafl so far inclides Eiten
Kempr. Retty Carrison, Mary Jaksha, Judy Dain. Fran
Archibeque. Marcis Canepa, Jan langford. Mary Chiro
hers, Flaine {iravecs ami Mary Sweet

AH forener it b sixth
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and 4 live ces Hire ook
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foe evers anterest
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potinind’ READINGIS

FUNdamenta, grogram (this
<utimer

The progrem ty for c¢chld
ren n grades one N’ gh
three The ehildrea will
neet weekty at San Antonilo
tathotie Church to learn
aboyl hooks

The sonngatery will get o
krep al lean five bookt lo
starl Iheir own libreries

A s.miler program 18 head.
quirtered al A Monteys
Elemeniary Schout 13 Tijer-
[1
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1n charge of the program
are Kitty Hoflman, pas!
presvdent of the Sae
o Patent-Teachars A
tion, sad Phyllis Pay ]
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BOOKS—Students in Tesuque gol a trea
~ & visit from the bootmobil‘emluded with books  Fundamen
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they could take home and keep. The give-away was  Library.

t last week fmumr- ant from the federal " Reading Is
tal" pgmm to the New Mexico s&le

tPhoto by Anne Hillerman)
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Albuquerque Public Library || -~ 423 Central Ave., N.E.
Alan B. Clark, Director ... | hiouquerque, New Mexico 87101
N Telephone: 842-7883

SRR May 10, 1974,

Cambhlonts  Ypre 2 &

HAPPINESS I5 OWNING YOUR OWN BOQOK'!
i
The New Mexico State Library has made possible a grant to finance
READING IS FUNdamental projects in the Albuquerques area by which
to reach 100 children with limited library access and/or whose
parents are unaware or uninterested in the value of reading and
books. This grant is dependent upon a 1974 summer program.

The Albuquerque Public Library will act as liaison between the
State Library and the cooperating volunteer groups. Guidance will
be available on book ordering, programming.and distribution of
books, publicity, and evaluation.- ,

Where the action is....with the Volunteer Groups, of course!
Planning for action and achieving qualified success will require
some written detail: -

1. A statement dr needs assessment exﬁlainina why your target
group should be involved in this RTF progranm.

2. A general description of your desired progr.m showing the
action route by which you hope to meet and solve the pro-
blems mentioned in your statement.

3« A list of specific approaches planned to carry out your
program. This list should include details of program ac=-
tivities, a description of the target group, meeting place
and staff, and the sug@gested methods of evaluating the
success of the program. |

READING IS FUNdamental is a national program designed to motivate
children to read through experiencing the Joy and pride of owniag
books of their own choice. L

Publicity will be handled locally and should be coordinated thru
the Albuquerque Public Library. _ iy

-
.‘
[ ]
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NEEDS ASSESSMENT

. When we first heard about the R.I.F. Program, and the possibility
San Antonito could be included, we were afraid it was too gdod to be true.
It has long been a concern of ours that so many children have poor reading
skills and a lack of interest in learning to read. In part, this might be
attribut;d to the fact that some of the parents are disinterested and there=
fore do not stress the importance of books in the home¥ or perhaps because
of a lack of money they can not afford to buy books.
The children in our area who need this program do not have a library
available to them during the sumer months when schoocl is closed. It would
be apppoximately 40 miles round-trip to the nearest public library in town.
Not even a Bookmobile has made an appearance in several years. Since we
heve no Kindergarten, the children have no pre-school training.
We feel that having the R.I.F. books in a central and comfortable location
(San Antonito Catholic Church, No. 10«14 and Frost Rd.) parents may make a
bigger effort to bring the children or to arrange for rides with someone
else.
We live in a rather unique area, in that the "Help Thy Neighbor! policy is
not just talked about, but is practiced, so w; feel sure there Qill be
volunteers to drive children who may not have transportation and to help
with the program we will be planning.

23




Reading is Fllklamental Proposal BEST COPY AVAILARLE

Our target date is Wednesday, June 26th, 197%

Time: 1:30 =« 3130

Booi¢ Distribution Centers San Antonito Catholio Church
: San Antonito, New Mexico

It is our hope that we will be able to reach appraximately 80 children in
Grades 1 thru 3. |

A notice will be sent homs with Grades 1 thru 3 notifying parents of dates
and place. We will tentatively set a four week program each Wednesday,
starting on June 26th. This may be cut to three depending on the response
and vhether or not we have enocugh bocks for the 4th week.

There will be voluntoers (adult and teenagors) for reading groups or on a

. one to one basis Af a child so desires. Mrs. Lana Miller, San Antonito
School Librarian, has agreed to attand and road to the children,

We -.r.ul be contacting various groups and organizations to obtain a puppet
show; guitarist for folk singing and Dr. Bruse Stringer from the Albuquerque
0 to bring his animals. We would like to have something of this nature
for most of the sessions. ,

There will be Kool=Aid and cookies served. Books 1All be displayed on |

the pews in the church and on card tables so tho childron can easily look
and make their selectionse | |
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BEST COPY AVAi
;X ¢ 1S COMING1t (Juns 26th, Wednesday) LABLE
{J"A READING 1s WON'T YOU JOIN US?? stozoo AM to 12300 Noon)
FUNdamental .+ (San Antonito Churoh)

i GRADES 1st, 2nd and 3rd

SAN ANTQSITO IS PORTUGATE TO HAVE BEEN CHOSEN TO PARTICIPATA IN A "READING
1S FUNDAVZNTALY PROJECT. THROUGH FUNDS MADE AVAILAELE BY THE N&W ARXICO
STATE LIERARY, WE WILL B& PURCHASING AND DISTRIBUTING BLOK3 TO CHILDREN

IN GRADES 13T, 2iD AND 38D.

R.I.F.15 GOAL IS TO SHOW CHILDREN THE RANGE OF TRAASURE, NOW AND IN THE
FUTURE, THEY WILL FIND IN BOOKS AND TO GIVE THM A SENSZ OF OWNERSHIP.
THE CHILDREN WILL CHOOSE THE BOOK THEY WANT WITH NO INFLUZNCE FROM ADULTS.
HOPZFULLY, THIS WILL BS A FOUR WEEK PROGRAM we MEETING OCE A WEEK EACH
WEDNESDAY, 10:00 AM to 12 NOON, AT THE SAN ANTONITO CATHOLIC CHURCH. OUR
TARGET DATE IS JUNE 26TH, SO PLZASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR.

WE WILL HAVE SOMG FORM OF ENTERTADNMENT EACH WEEK AND RSFRESHMENTS WILL BE
SERVED. MRS. BARBA®A LUCHT OF TISERAS, FOLK SINGER AND GUITARIST, WILL
SING AND PLAY FOR US ON JUNS 26TH.

PLEASE FILL IN THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION AND RETURN THE FORM T0 SCHOOL
WITH YOUR CHILD NO LATER THAN JWE STH, WEDNESDAY. wE WILL BG NEEDING
ADULT HILP. MAY ‘/E COUNT ON YOU? YES ____ NO PHONE
HOW MANY CHILDREN DO YOU HAVE IN GRADES 1 = 2 = 32
NAMES

- aras e

ADDRESS PHONE

~ WOULD YOU BE +ILLING TO BRING OTHER CHILDRZN IN YOUR AREZA WITH YOUR OWN. —
WILL YOU BE NEEDING TRANSPORTATION FOR YOUR CHILD/CHILDRAN? _____
IF YOU HAVE ANY QUzSTIONS, PLEASE CALL KITTY HOFFMAN 281-5858 CR PHYLLIS
PAYNE 2815146, THANK YOU,

ERIC 25
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READING T3 FUINdamental - & 1974 summer program to be held at

A. Mpntoya Elementary School in Tijeras, New Mexico.

BEST OPY AVAILABLE

The children chosen for the 1974 summer RIT program are youngsters
who come from a very primitive living condition. Most of them have
no electricity, no running water and no plumbing in their homes.
Oftentimes, they come from large families all living together in a
one room house. The parents are unable to give each child the in-
dividual attention that is required to help motivate and promote
interest in reading. Also the language spoker in the home is prim-
arily Spanish and some parents can't be of a.sistance with the Eng-
lish reading. Low income makes it virtually impossible for these
families to buy books for their children, and a lack of transpor-
tation also adds to the problem because the parents have no way of
taking the youngsters into the town library.

Our summer program will strive to solve some of the above problems
by having small group and individual help. Ve will have sesveral
interest centers correlating activities with the books that will be
available to the children.

There will be field trips to a restaurant, a pool, 2zoo, library,
hospital, pet store, bakery, police and fire station. In addition
to the trips into town, there will be visits in individual homes,
of some of the staff members, to do some special activities such
as making ice cream., All of these activities will be centered a-
round the books themselves to show children that books are the
source of great information, but most of all are enjoyable and
give pleasure to the reader.

Ne will be meeting the following dates from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
July 8,10,12,15,17,19,22,24,26, The groups will use the school
cafeteria and the following people are going to participate as staff
Mrs. Betty Garrison, Mrs. #llen Kempi, Mre. Fran Archibeque, Girs.
Marcia Canepa, Hrs. Mary Chambers, Mrs. Elaine Oravecz, Mrs. Judy
Jain, Mrs. Pergy Garcia, Mrs. ilary Sweet, and Mrs. Mary Jaksha.

To help us in our evaluation, one staff member will be appointed

to record anecdotical happenings throughout the entire program,
These records, along with the parents reaction, should be most bene-
fiecial,

Each of us are looking forward with high hopes to having a delight-
ful, fun-packed RIF program! Come join us!

26 : ™




PROGRAMS .+ 4o se.s BEST COPY RVAILAGLE

Though one grour met every weekday for eight days, and the other
once a week for four weeks, both groups planned a "look around, get
to know us and our books" period at the berginning of every session,
This made individual welcolming possible, and the period offered
each child to relax and do his own thing. Peer interaction groups
swapped books as they finished looking at them; read-aloud groups
made up of two children, a volunteer and a child, or a volunteer

and several children shared their stories; while some girls and

boys were so lost in the mazic of their book they wers2 oblivious of
everyone and everything else, Later, if a child found a book he:
wanted to keep he learned to hang onto it for the rest of the session.
Sometimes, he clung to several because he needed more time to choose.
This activity usually took abopt an hour.

On the first day, each group followed this browsing period with an
orientation explairning RIF and also the group's own tentative pro-
gram and plans for the project..3ome of this exrlanation was re-
peated each day for the benefit of the newcomers (there alwvays were
some of thesel) but not in a smuch detail as word of mouth publicity
had spread the word for us!

Special book-related programs were scheduled next. These consisted
of films, puprets, music, drama or storytelling. A few of the payer-
backs were saved for the occasion they supplemented: favorite fairy
tales were added to the choices the day the plays were presented,
the ones on how to make puppets, used the morning the melodrama was
given.

Snack breaks cha..zed the pace at this point and offered slight exer-
cise as well, It was a pleasant surprise to discover that the chil-

dren would saunter back to the books when they finished without any

one having to call them.

The last period offered more read-aloud sessions, though on a more
formal basis in that everyone who wished listened to the same stories.
However, if a child needed the entire period to make his selection,
noone bothered him. Can Antonito staff also used part of this time

to let the children talk into the tape recorder about the books trey
had chosen or why they were attending the RIF program.

/




REST COPY AVAILABLE
A. Montoya ‘“lementary School READING IS FUNdamental programs:

Tuesday, July 9 Film show:The Red Balloon and the Spanish version of
Ferdinand the Bull

Nednesday, 7/10 Film show: And now Miguel

Thursday, 7/11 Puppet Show by members of APL staff "The Plight of
Penelope Pureheart"

Monday, July 15 Puppet play of Little Red Riding Hood and film of
Charlie Chaplin in "The RINK"

Tuesday, 7/16 Violinist who not only played for the children, but
left a small instrument for them to practice (?) on.
Film shown on Spanish American heritage.

Wednesday, 7/17 Bilingual folksinger Anthony Baca. This was an op~-
portunity for the children to know that a juvenile
probation officer can be a friend and help them. As
a matter of fact, this was the most succesful program.,

Thursday, 7/18 Albuquerque Children's Theater presented "Little Red
Riding H2t" and "The reluctant drason"

Friday, 7/19 Agnes Franzak, professional storyteller spun her
hagic for the final party.

~ap _Antonito Catholic Church programs:

Ned., June 26 Barbara Lucht, folksinger and guitarist, used fami-
liar ballads and child-popular songs for her singalong.

Yed., July 3 Mrs. Lana Miller, librarian for the San Antonito Elem-
entary School was the stroyteller,

Wed., July 10 Puppet Show:"Little Red Riding Hood" and RIF and its
concepts were worked into another play.

Wed., July 17 Elks Clowns Barney Spohr and "Al" Altomare kept the
boys and girls giggling with their antics. They also
wove into their routine some"book talk", and made
each child an animal from balloons, many of which were
book characters.

Mr. Pat Moore and Creamland Dairies supplied ice cream (Baskin and
Robbins) for both final programs.




BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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Evaluation ~ BEST COPY AVAILABLE

The enthusiasm and promise of continued programs of this nature are
evidence in themselves of the success of both of the RIF projects in
the mountain villages just outside of Albuquerque,

A movie camera would have been the ideal instrument to show a record
of the excitement and appreciation on the part of the children them-
gselves., Unfortunately we had none at our disposal. Parents comments
to the volunteers were numerous and heartwarming. Increases in each
day's attendance spoke of success, md this could have been over-
whelming at A, Montoya because the park department's program parti-
cipants wanted to come early and "Join too'.

Publicity helped to some extent in formalizing budget decisions and
gg?tracts for City~Covnty cooperation for mobile library service in
8 area,

Pijer:s, a newly incorporated village, hopes to have their own li-

~brary <gain, but must wait until federal highway projects through

their village can be completed. One of our objectives was to start
parents' thinking about quality materials for children. (The one
library, boxed and stored temporarily in various locations, is made
up of too many gift-junk items!) Ve think we were responsible for
a stimulating awareness of this need. -

There was no lack of parent interest whatsoever. The fact that they
are non-users are.due to lingual and transportation problems., There-
fore, with the advent of hookmobile service in this area, the two
requirements necessary to warrant RIF projects will be lacking, In-
stead, with the motivation of both P.T.A. groups, and sufficient
opportunity to raise funds for like-projects, I've no doubt the en-
tire area will continue to engender reading mnthusiasm and the desire
for each child to own more and more books,

In addition to the publicity samrles shown here, KOAT-TV gave us
prime time of perhaps five or six minutes on their 6-on-7 news on
Wednesday July 17th.

Action Line in the Albuquerque Journal was still answering requests
about RIF and"when the next programs will bel

Mrs. Coleman, from ALA heédquarters visited APL too late to parti-
cipate ip a RIF program but asked many questions about our project._

Recommendations: Begin planning six months in advance for:
Best way to reach target participants
Plan not only program schedule but logistics of transportation,etc.
Commitment of volunteers and train them for your project.3tatewide
workshop was fine as far as it went but was too general,
Raising funds necessary to support complete propram.

Choosing titles and processing orders three months in advance of need.

Rﬁ.sm .
30 s S e LW




REST COPY AVAILABLE
Evaluation chd.mg Je Fundannﬂal at A, fontoya

A Progran Outline
1. (hildren aged 5 thwugh 8 yeans
2, (lght daype dong
3. One book for each child each day
4, Uutside speckers and entertainment
a. Puppet chous
. b, Violiniad
e Folk Singens
d. Albupcerque (hildrens thiiter
& Professional Stony - tellen
5. Refreshments
6, Movies and Singing
7o  Individual book selection and reading

8, Advantages of Program |
1. (hildren able #o select and keep books
2, Parents interested in reading fo children
3. (hildren motivated v stent oun Librarics
4, Helped children o-aealize mary a.opeoto of books,.no
Juot o atudy |

( Oisadvantages of Program
7. Moz any organiged games or physical actividy
2, Mot cny real book centered Leamning
30 Needed more daily talke with children about uhat
they Liked and disliked

D, " Recommendations for the future
1. Open 2o all children 5 - 8;w6a«tmoldudu;&lm
2, Optional 52,00 registration fee

Moy Jahaha
Elen kempl




BEST COPY AVRILABLE

Volunteers who made these projects aucceg@ul:

Mr. Tomey Anaya, Cedar Crest, N.M., 87008

Mrs. Ellen Kempi, P.0.Box 24 Canyon Estates, Tijeras, N.M.,87059.
Mrs. Mary Jaksha, P.0.Box 448, Tijeras, N.',, 87059. .
Mrs. Fran Archeluta, P.0,Box §88, Tijeras, N.Y., 87059.

Mrs. Judy Dain, Cedar Crest, N.MW,87008. '

Mrs. Kitty Hoffman, P.0.69 Sandia Park, N.Y,, 87047,

Mrs. Phyllis Payne, P.0.Box 313 Cedar Crest, N.. 87008.

. Mrs. Jaksha drove many miles out of her way each day to pick up
and deliver children from distant villages. Mrs. Archeluta and her
husband kept two of the children at their home during that program
because they lived so much farther than they thought Mrs. Jaksha
should drive each day. Mrs. Archeluta also made two sun suits for
these children. ;

Many parents at both projects gave willingly of their time, thelr
snacks, and their efforts in addition to the above personnel.

. 32
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EVALUATION OF THE READING IS FUNDAMENTAL PROGRAN
SAN ANTONITO CHURCH
SAN ANTONITO, NEW MEXICO

It seems to us, our 4 weeks of RIF (meeting every Wednesday from 103C) to 12
noon), have been a tremendous success. The children who have attended, truly enjoyed
At and seemed thrilled with the books and programs presented.

We had a good selection of books and the children put a great deal of thought
into the ones they chosi. They all report they have read their books; often several
times,

We were unable to reach as many of the children, who needed this program
badly, as we had hoped. Eut. cpnsidor:l.ng our scattered population, the lack of time
for advertising before school was out, and the fact that so many people were on
vacation, taking swimming lessons, ets, our attendance was heart-warming,

The response to our requests for volunteer talent was wonderful.

It has been a rewarding experience for Mrs. .Hoffmn and Mrs. Payne. To see
the sparkly eyes and hear the hnppy voices as the child.r_on selected their béoks.
bas made this a well spant 4 weeks. It is our hope to continue this program next
summer. It is our belief that all the children finished the 4 weeks with a new
avareness of the information to be found in books and the fun of selecting and
reading ones own booke We worked with children from the ist, 2nd and 3rd grades.

Our entertainment wass 1st week, Barbara Lucht « Folk Singor and Guitarist,
2nd week, Lana Miller, Librarian, Story Teller, also worked with hand pﬁppotl,
rd week, Ann Farima, Faith Hull and Margie Collins, Puppet Show
4th veek, Barney Spohr and Al Altomare, Elks Clowns |

Wo made tape recordings of the childrens! thoughta and reactions to the




cpa7 CoPY RVAILABLE

program. They enjoyed reading their new books’titlos on the tape and also talking
about this wenderful RIF Program to their friends. Each child received 2 books
overy Wednesday, so if they attended the 4 sessicns, they owned 8 books of their
very own.

Mrs. Pat Taft, Librarian for the Public Libraries, took many pictures
during the 4 weeks and Mrs. Kitty Hoffman also took alidu...

We had newspaper coverage by the Albuquerque Tribune and Albuquerque |
Journal. In the Tribune, Inez Garcia made the front page, with a picture of her
holding bocks up to her chin announcing the RIF Program in the mountains., We also
had TV goverage on KOB=TV, | |

Refreshments were donated by a few of the mobher:s each week. Donuts,
cookles and coolwaid were served and the last week, Creamland Dairies donated the
ice oream,

We averaged about a dozon mothers each session and many toddlers. Ench
week a Mother read to the children in addition to the regular program.
1st, 2nd and 3rd grader attendance for the 1st week was 29

2nd week was 32 M @
3rd week vas W ojﬁﬁ
Yth week was 31 ﬂJ

206
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Put despite a rather thorough job of publicizing RIF, there
were instances when books were left over from the projects. RIF directors
put these leftovers to good use. At Espanola the unused books were "to be
Placed at the children's ward at the hospital and the waiting room at the
welfare office." At the Moise Memorial Library in Santa Rosa there was a
plan to "tie in a RIF program with our annual Christmas coloring contest."
Other libraries planned to distribute the books to schools and children who
attended story hour, all in the RIF spirit of the freely given gift.

There are occasional hints in the reports that perhaps the
project was not as unstructured as possible. It is hard for adults to get
over our tendency to queue children in lines and to choose what we think is
best for them. But by and large the RIF projects were carried out with much
good feeling, creativity, and generosity. The good feelings were apparent
and infectious, going far beyond the bounds of mere sufficiency. Nothing
is too good for our kids was the tone of most projects. In a few instances,
the gcod feeling overflowed the bounds of the report form and whole scrap-
books of remembrances were submitted in place of reports. The first scrap-
book is from Albuquerque Public Library's projects for the mountain commun-
ities of Tijeras and San Antonito. The second, highlighted with charming
color photographs that we were not able to reproduce, is from the staff
and volunteers at Clovis-Carver Public Library. From the thorough planning
to the smiles on the children's faces, both exemplify the care that went
into these projects.

See insert: Albuquerque Report.
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on the
RCADING 1S TUN. . . PAMENTAL PROGRAM

at the

Cloviz-Carver Fublic Library

sumer, 197

Reading is FUN..damental (RIF)

There is something new for children in Clovis this summer. The ' %
1 Clovis-Carver Public Library in coordination with tho New Mexico Stete *M "&M‘/ W%‘é%
.

Library is jointly sponsoring & "Reading is Fun..dsmentel" program during

June, July end August. PM, /téat/ NSt

Clovis wes chosen es one of the 22 stete communities to receive 8

special sumer grent of money to promote the ides that reeding is fun! W‘/ m MZ #
RIF is @ nationally besed operation, edministered by the Smithsonien
Institution. Action oriented, it seeks to change childrens’ ettitudes M WM/.

towards books end reeding. The particuler terget group is the 43% of the ¢-“"’.'.B
nation's elesentery school children who criticsily need help with reading, ')

The spprosch used is basicelly motivetionel. Children ere given the A . . . .
plessant incentive to read by introducing them to 8 veriety of attrective, M /]
in-expensive peperbeck books. They ere ellowed to choose titles thet .
especially interest them, and sre told thet they are now their s to keep, ,ﬂ{/ M % M/
to heip form persona) libraries. This procedure recognizes the fact that .
many children in the nation do not own s book. - W’JM’W

Through self discovery, thet e wide renge of treasure is eveileble

~_to them in books, e pride of ownership of books is developed. [t hes

been demonstrated by previous yeers of the RIF program, thst resding for
pleesuf® incrcescs, and thet there is s hunger for books by children who

need them the most. Use of locel Pubiic end School libraries is elso "1 don't know which one.”
“Got eny more dinozaur books? .
greatly increesed. “You csn only take one."
‘e . LJ

Mrs. Robert S. McNamare conceived this ides ebout 7 years ago. She "Aring me 8 loka 1ok next tire. .
sppesled to the Ford Foundstion to fund e pilot project in Mashington, D.C.
With its success, it beceme e netionel progrem in 1968. Since then, projects
have sushroomed into more than 250 communities. More than 2 1/2 million
paperbacks have boen distridutecd to children..

New Mexico is unique to have its Stste Library sponsor the program. "0h! This one is {n color!”

" 'm goine to take that, huh/*

It is expectcd thet 1,688 boys end girls will receive ot leest $ books " frund & 001 uhe. "
of their own chuice. "1 went to heep thie one.”

For Clevis, three distribution sites have been sclected: The Girls' bino reauested & -opy of "Gens and Kotals® 11ke @ 11-{nnd
Club, Grund Ave. lioses Moctink Room and Our Lady of Guudujupe School uefuated,

seeting ruom. The bonks selected fur § dJdistributions ere of lst through
3rd grade reading level. .
Mrs. McXimafa sums up tho MK philosophy ss, "1t's a gift, not of

FOSS FYIYY L TTUNE 3OS (DD ol L1171 K P
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CONCLUSIONS AND NEW BEGINNINGS -

RIF projects in New Mexico were designed under Title I
as seed projects, to encourage local funding of similar projects in the future.
The concept of seeding can be interpreted in a broader sense, as well, to mean
any improvement in the library's relationship and service to the community,
There is good evidence to show that in both interpretations of the word, the
seeds that were sown in New Mexico have taken root and should bear abundant
fruit. Here are some of the returns:

Steve Brogden reports from Taos that the school district and
local citizens and civic clubs are Cooperating to provide funds to bring RIF
to seven hundred children in the third through sixth grades.

Espanola librarian, Celsa Quintana, received a New Mexico
Arts Commission grant after the summer project, and, working with Friends
of the Library and teachers, is currently involved in an active RIF program
for 180 children at the Fairview Elementary School.

: After helping librarian Josephine Anderson with last summer's
RIF project, the Alamogordo Junior Woman's Club voted to try to raise money
for a similar project next summer.

Albuquerque and Farmington Public Libraries have expressed
interest in RIF for next year. Both are optimistic that local funding will
be available.

In Santa Rosa, the Moise Memorial Library indicates that
Beta Sigma Phi, a service sorority is interested in again working on RIF
with the library. From the small mountain community of Truchas, where
funding is not easily available for continuation of the project, comes a
note urging "continuation of funding for such programs, especially for
remote communities,"

Beyond encouraging future projects, the seeds of improved

, community relations and services have been planted in every cormunity where
RIF projects were conducted. .In a telephone survey each library involved
with RIF indicated a registration increase among their children.

- Other benefits from the program have included: a better
working"relationship between libraries and schools, increased interest in
the library by parents, and expanded participation of children in other
library programs such as story hour. A recent follow-up note from librarian
Betty Lloyd of Arthur Johnson Memorial Library in Raton touches on several
of these areas.

"One school reported that their school library reported that
circulation has increased tremendously this year. They report 1,000 to 1,500
books being checked out each month... [The] principal feels that reading is
an Anfectious thing. The children relay their enthusiasm to one another...
We have noticed many of the parents of the children who received the RIF
books havi: started coming to the library for reading materials."

19




BEST COPY AVAILABLE

The RIF projects in New Mexico were the first administered
by a state library. From our participation we have developed insight into
problems that can be anticipated. Chief among these problems in a thinly
populated state like New Mexico is the logistical problem of getting the chil-
dren together on a given day. This can be overcome best by dovetailing sche-
dules with school schedules, by scheduling RIF projects to coincide with other
community events, or by volunteers who will provide car, gas, and time to
shuttle children to the project. A problem peculiar to New Mexico is the
provision of satisfactory materials in Spanish and Indian languages. This is
a problem common to all literacy programs in the state which will only be

solved when publishers find a way to deal with the difficulties of publishing
for a limited market. :

Another valuable development from state library administration
of RIF is that we have developed a network of volunteers for statewide library
projects. The volunteer input was impressive both for the quality of the work
‘and the enthusiasm with which it was accomplished. A letter of appreciation
was sent to each volunteer on the following list, but the state library wants
again to extend our thanks. '

20
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Fuemdoglon, How heaise Biholt
Sopt. 1‘.. t')‘ﬂ‘

The Reading-la<Min-dumantal Fiogram
. To whom Jt Max Concern:

It wan my vrdvilepe to work with Woody Anderson, Childrnuat
Libearion of City of Parninstonfullie Libiry, fn the Roadinge
P la-imesdnrentnl Frogrnm during this surmmar. The ehildron
from KeCornick blemontury School were my proup,

One mather attonded the proliminavy meoting, Lrought her seon
W tho library for tho rirogrum and was available forr trauapor-
tation tor other olifldron. .

It 12 our Loie thul, nt lenat, some of the ohildpen s took
Aqvantnge of the Rendin;-Ia-Fun-damental program will have
establishott a 1life-long reading habit and will find that roading
$a truly fun as well as educational.

Me aprraciated this prosramts being set wp §n eur 'oonmnuy
by Mr, Andevaon. (Thank you, Woody.)

Do Mrs. filloutine —— . | .
et Sy b o L
o the childisma phet Lpeko par s 33 Averil P. Plowwan (Nrs.). -
prograr ‘"‘*?‘1 s wawsmiot o £ Lo '
w‘“g.’wu&ww“ft,mw o

M} . . ’ " ) ..
et e e bl 2 el | .
pregran aganrf 2he shildrunt that did gu Fooke.
Wikt fanc prced ZHo wond and "7 ehiddion |
arho Live 4n u«u#::‘ig 5“} , |

. k- Lhou parerts. G ‘ ' .
: o Thanbses goans - 4_ -

. _ ‘-.._T Dear Nrae onlouum'

™. n tier exLreceing your thanke for 8y help in the
) u.:.f.':"-.{}:u':ﬁd"fmr? u:ornf twn:‘t{ direionlt to find Lho addreses
' ' o of \de plese e whish 4o write, ae forgive me if the letter 1o delayeds

A100, Yould you pleace eond B6 & eopy of the final sepert that 1o deing sent
i e

40 o) partieipating 1idrariees In eloeing, plenss fintl u eopy of ay anrd
44tk 6y sdtresee, 1hisne maber, and eitys Keop b7 naite in 8ind next time
Matl gou vish 5o 10 perferw for & library fuitions 3 shall 4o so gladly, minus &

aall fee) ranging frem 2,00 to $5:00.
AEREppe— . .

.ga/oﬂ Zle 1 Yre fany , Yours Arvly,
N sty L e el e
o wrhoes Atd dons e loTele ann e Lwillat : ””2-9- a:m u.:..-
ﬁwuwwads&% ‘ , : Wingics D
MW ' .
L . . - @Wﬂ ¢ ' ' }
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BTN Avd Seadogsr o)
.lll«/(a)/ . .4).«.«4) ,uwl’- . Hhe e/

- ’.r.:ddv VAeDranv. _/..nc,« M;&
o . e o Kidheo. LG ke . s 4 P
) Xiripy Ay . 7 e ....../42%- ..)2,, A-/M-J%
u"ﬁ:#z AT F // “M"“"a S» M- _,.-Mud.ﬁ,_ﬂ.w.w

Mol pas f ame. asiras. . S,
. o . . ' g o, .
1‘.2,’ Revirirt Y i et Ak T T

M - __MM.WMMM <.

Mo hdpicen . VA AP Ny W
e . pasis .
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Desr Xr Andereen, . . :?.:-.m‘.‘ﬁ : 'dul —

It wees pm‘um'pl sseurs to  help vith the R.I.F. progren this susaer. All
of the shildren th-t T hed any sentest with displeyed sush happinsss in eelesting Soemm—————
thelr *very ewn® boske.

Xishssl Yerzie, o very shy 1ittle dey just glewed vhen he vent heme wirh hie
tiret ssfestione and you just knew hov very pleased he vue when he eaid, Now ]
Save booke that are tust for me.* . !

Mrs ¥itehell, the zether  of twvo beys vho pmnme's, s04d they' wers e
proud of the beoks tney got end enjoyed rerding thes s8 tueh she wse aure that
thay weuld try sven hrrder Lo do vell in schesl thie yeur,

e
Rennie Seis sstner seid he told his Jth grade brother, ®Ses whet I get for .
resding goed--yeu should leern 10 resd good too.* .

1 hepe we will bo sbls te heve-an even nere extenzive pregrem next pesr. Thenke
for letting me help. “

‘Sineerely

- s, e

on. Leok. fald m, /'y ,'/'l; , .,..’ ,
L E B SO A
o AT v 4 Chms byl By

o o s 3 o/ U i o b St ot
| ,z.z(.;‘;% flz :&:’:‘m.// {ffgjﬁz 2 affev St %‘7';::/
e erdlcren evjevsd t e 10 v:os;ro.n veary ‘ueil, “he . w d’;" @“e b( .

rerante fals tha ! I,5, =seevom a3 tn @c2cuiise et for

;.Q”A '°i"léil'°’£ 3';1‘0:\-‘4‘4,-, :l"t.mr.st in thor (o le:rn tn : e —
$ Letter and irtreiuced so-e of the ehiflaren to the
Libri =y for the first time, ‘ ot

fhen' you,

‘ ’ "Ma B E T Saughdan
Soptenter 7, 197 ¥re To k. Voleuphldn

SE—— AP ——
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Some substantive evaluation of reading scores showing the
effact of RIF participation was important, but the two Control Projects
planned originally were not cowpleted because of school personnel changes.,
However, Janice Reed and Dorothy Holmes of the Socorro project. included
such ar evaluation. Janice shared her findings with us:

Seeorro Junior Huh School
Socorro, New Mexico 87801
January 10, 1975

Ms. Jane Cillintine
State Library .

’o 0. Box 1629
Santa Fa, New Mesico

Dear Jane:

Children participating in the RIF program were tested in the
epring of 1974 and again in the fall with the Stanford Diagnostic
Reading Test-level II-Form W, Of ths 27 children participating in
Reading Is PMundamental, the following results wers shown:

2 moved and were not tested

5 dost in reading ability

& remained the sazme

2 gained 1 month

1 gained 2 months

1 gained 4 months

1 gained 6 months

2 gained 7 months

1 gained 9 months

3 gained 1 yoar

1 gained 1 year and 1 month

1 gained 1 year and ) months
1 gained 1 year and 5 months
1 gained 1 yoar and 6 months
1 gained 3 years

Decause testing usually shows a loss of reading growth over the
sunmer, we felt RIF was & definite help to the participants.

8ingerely,

anntls

ce Reed, Reading LSpecialist

Such longitudinal testing, especially with a larger sample,
would be most valuable in establishing an affirmative basis on which to
expand Reading Is FUN-damental projects.

24
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In looking back, was RIF successful? For the boy who asked for .
a dinosaur book, "just like" his friend's . . . for the little girl who had

always wanted to have her ‘own Charlotte's Web . . . for the boy who had to be

told over and over he could keep his book . . . RIF was successful. For the
many who took books for tﬁeir brothers and sisters, for their uncles and .

friends and mothers, . . . RIF was successful. For the autistic child whose
RIF book brought a smile to his face . . . and for the friends who carefully

selected together so that they could share later on . . . RIF was successful.-

For those of us who typed and talked and wrote and planned
« « « for those librarians and volunteers who worked so unselfishly, RIF
was an experience . . . a rich experience in learning and planning together,
in communicating and understanding each other. And if we grew in these ways,

then for us, too . . . RIF was successful.

25
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APPENDIX
a) Letter of invitation to first gencral page
RIF information meeting i
b) Lists of invitees : ii
c) Enclosure to school supcrintendcnfs iii
d) Enclosure to éonncil of Governments iv
o) Letter of thanks.for participation v
a) Follow-up letter vi
b) Letter enclosure - reprint of llarris Survey vii
c) Clippings from RIF Newsletter Vol. 3 Issue 3 viii

d) One page flyer that was attached to NMSL Hitchhiker  4x

a) Sample letter to N.M. public librarians : X
b) Return coupon for more informatior xi

c) "A Reading Program that Works' by James Daniel

reprint from Reader's Digest, Feb. 1974 xii
a) RIF philosophy and requirements xiv
b) Application form xvi
c) Workshop announcement. xvii
d) List of workshop participants xviii

¢) News relcasc XX
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARS
OFFICE OF EDUCATION
WASHINGTON, D.C. MR

Appendix I (c¢)

Deexr COIleaguv

Reading ie Furdanental (RIF) is o proprem working cloasly

with the Rizht to Rend effort. RIF is & prozem develoned ;
thr&zih private cfforts to provide self-sclected books to

ch Vo I8

As you well l-:ncw, tha Ioteat tochniouna, pggmmg,_rmhm
end devicos will not werk ualond & cr..::i wanig to revi. 1iis
18 wnat Sid 43 ChOUCe=ei0 Lovivast & caild vo wsat 1o rusd.
RIF's objoetives cxre to lexd a child to axprvience and
pleosure found in bno.:s and to euccurnes hia to develop and
follcw his own intercats through vooks ha selectn. RIT has
opomte:x in many rucal end urbon groas to Giva books & new
vaiue una purapsciive,

This national activity being edvenced by volunteer lecdership
48 comvictely cumpatibie with the Rirht to Rexd effort. The
enclozad joint Risat to Resd-RIF suggsations ore commended
for your conaiderc.tion and support.

If you would like additional publications or informstion
ebout RIF, pleace conteet: Mes, Elcanor Sualler, Reeding is
Fundzmental, Smithsonizn Institution, Arts eccd Indugtries
Buildaing, Washington, D,C, 20560, Her nu=bor ia (202) 361-

6LLTe . — o Cwone YO Hie o 7))&4!&0 Z/F 1200l ?
' s:lncemly )'

/ o /7/ 7 /’
TR 4’
Ruth love Hollww

Director
Right to Read Progrenm

Enclosures
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BEST COPY AVAILABLE
New Mexico STATE LLIBRARY

P. 0. ROX 1629 SANTA FE 87801 (sos) ez7-2103

C. EDWIN DOWLIN, Statc Librarian

Appendix I (d)

September 12, 1973

We would appreciate your paSQing these on to interested people
and groups in your area.
Some suggestions:

Civic service clubs such as Kiwanis, Rotary, Lions, etc.,
and their auxiliaries .

AAUW Chapters RIF is accepted as
Junior Chamber of Commerce national projects for
these groups

Church auxiliaries, Women's Clubs, Retired Citizens groups

Professional groups such as B&PW, Credit Women's Clubs,
Teacher's Associations

Volunteer organizations.

School districts, BIA personnel, and some state-organized

' groups have been contacted, but local community leaders
can best be identified by you, and we appreciate your
cooperation very much, If you nced further information,
plcase contact me.

Extra copies of the letter, Appendix I (a), were sent to the
Council of Governments district offices for them to distribute.

U— ‘{//' j/ﬁ’é’d S &*[ZZZ’@

iv
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New Mexico STAaTE LiIBRARY

P.O. 80X 1629 SANTA FE 87501 (s08) 827-2103

C. EOWIN DOWLIN, State Librarian
Appendix I (e)

October 10, 1973

{lear

Thank you for attending the RIF meeting on Tucsday, September 25th.
We hope you are enthusiastic about developing a RIF project in
your arca and can interest other pecople with the idea.

The film, "Bequest of Wings," is currently available for loan
from the State Library. If you have need for additional material

or information, we will try to supply you, or you can write the
Regional Office:

Mrs. Barbara Ronan
3501 East Cypress
Phoenix, Arizona 85008

Suggestions for funding sources arc to be found in the RIF Guide to
developing a program, as well as other good ideas and possibilities.

Pleasc let us hear from you if we can help with additional contacts
or informuation.

Sincerely,

(Mrs.) Jane Gillentine
Program Coordinator

JG/ jv

10/10/753

This letter was mailed to all the people who attended.




BFST COPY AVAILABLE Appendix II (a)

This went to nowspapers, television and radio
Managers with the attached "blurb"

About RIF

As a follow-up to the Reading Is Fundamental meceting on
September 25, sponsored by the State Library and the State
Planning Office, we would appreciate your participation in
using the RIF public service spots on your station or in
your newspaper. The attached evaluations will suggest the
impact RIF programs could have on educationally deprived
New Mexico children who lack adequate communication skills
for cducational success.

Inquiries about RIF projects are being reccived regularly
by thc State Library and there are thrce projects in the
planning stages. We are anxious for as many people as
possible to understand the objcctives of the program, and
to participate in bringing RIF to their own communities.,
If you have not received the commercials, please contact:

Shirley Katzander

572 Madison Avcnue

New York, N.Y. 10022

(212) 752-9042
Thank you for your help in this matter.

Sincerely,

(Mrs.) Jane Gillentine,
Program Coordinator

JG/jv
enclosure:

cc: Barbara Ronan
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RIF - bhat /s ;v ?

A progran dcveloped thau private effornts to give children books
~-books children select themselves--to motivate them Lo read.

When M. Robeat S. McNamara )
gave a book £o a child she was tutoring

dn tashington D. C. § Learned that ®§

¢ {n the child's family had ever
" ::md a book...RIF was boan. w

The #1im, BEQUEST OF WINGS, tells the story & can be borrowed from Jane Gillentine, Program
Coordinator at the State Library. Jane also offers to help you in any way she can.

s tanted

What The SANTA FE KEV CLUB, a Kiwanis sponsoned youth ghoup,
48 planning a RIF project in Santa Fe.
can we 0’0 .’ Tt
-
1 10enTIFY 6 DOCUMENT THE NEED 2 GET HELP
Run a proflie of your own y i1 send you
Work through National RIF.Ocho wi e Yy
«++8chools .+ .8uggesticns about organizing
seschiid federations +..118ts of books recommended for purchase
..:boys' clubs ..onames of pubiishers giving speclal
« e s churchos ' discounts for RIF programs
. «.nelghborhood centers ++.Informaticn about RIF
Select target group. by age or grade RIF representatives like Barbara Ronan
Involve parents are available for workshops on specific

organizations of projects as well as the
initial concept presentation.

PUBLICTTY READY TV USE = If you uent a meeting =

For local ‘radio & television publicity -
Free protessionally produced announcements Write to: Barbsra Ronan .

For Informetion & suggestions about etfective wWestern Reglonal RIF Office
contacts with newspapers and radlo & TV stations 3301 East Cypress

write to: Shirley Katzander Phoenix, Arlzona 85008

512 Madison Avenue Plan a campalign to arouse Interest

New York, N.Y. 10022 Include newspaper, TV & radlo publlcity
We are beginning to hear one or two daily announcements Make a |ist '
1n‘th;” ‘:"“1" area, but other towns might need requests ++ .0t poople to invite
asade wal citizens to encourage their usc. Experience ceepossible local fundl sources
has shown that local requeats to the media have produced ...gcﬂva volunteer or zglubogroupl
the most response and made the best impression. +eoldentitied needs representatives

POTENTIAL FUNDING SOURCES -

Local businessmen

Local businesses |ike gas plants, utiilty companies, mining companies, bankers' groups,
PTA& those that want some public relations exposure

Ladles' clubs

Church auxi!lary groups

Civiec Clubs & their aux!iary groups :
Protesslonal organizations (ike 3 & P, Cred|t Women's Associations, Pliot Clubs 57

T o CaC O o m oo
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BEST COPY AVAILARLE |
New Mexico STATE LIBRARY

P.O. AOX 1620 SANTA FE 87801 {v05) 8272103

C. EDWIN DOWLIN, State Librarian

March 11, 1974

Mr. John Smith /
P.0. Box 8745 :

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87111

Appendix IIT (a)

Dear Mr. Smith;

Approximately 185 million Americans, 16 years of age and older, arc functional
illiterates.

In the average public library Summer Reading Program, about 47% of the cnrollces
fail to complete the requirements. '

Non-readers continue to be non-readers - if no onc ever helps them to want to
read, -And libraries continuc to serve the few who read.

Arc you intcrested in a Summer Program that is not only for tnis ycar but also
for the future? A get-a-kid-into-books program that works? A READING 1S FUN-
damental program that makes books a way of life not only for reluctant young
readers but also for parents who have been non-library users?

RIF motivates children to read with a simple device: It gives them an oppor-
tunity to choose {or thewselves, from a wide variety of attractive, inexpensive
paperbucks, the books that interest them; and it lets them keep the books.

RIF has demonstrated that important motivational and cducational strides can be
achieved if books arce made available to those who nced them most - children who
do not have books of their own.

RIF programs, ordinarily, arc locally funded, but to introduce the program in
New Mexico the State Library will provide special grants this summer in a
number of communitics, hoping that local intercst will be stimulated to con-
tinue the program in the futurc.

If you believe that READING IS FUN-damental and you are interested in more
intormation, please fill out the attached blank and return to the Library
Development Division no later than March 25th., We will send you details about
this popular natijonwide program so you can decide whether you would like to

try a RIF program in your community and whether you might be eligible to qualify
for a special summer reading grant from the State Library.

Sincerely,

(Mrs.) Jane Gillentine,

Program Coordinator Letter sent to all Public
Librarians with Reader's

JG/jv Digest excerpt attached




AEST CoPY AVAILAGLE Appendix IIT (b)

Yes, I believe that READING IS FUN-damental, and I would like to know more
about the program and what the qualifications are to receive a State Library
special summer reading grant,

Librarian

Library

Appendix III (c)
By James Daniel
"A Reading Program That Words"

American Education (August/September '73)

Removed due to copyright restrictions

Yes, I belicve that READING IS FUN-damentsl, and I would like to know more
about the program and what the qualifications arc to receive a State Library
special summer reading grant.

Librarian

Library

xi




Appendix IV (a)
RIF READING 1S FUN-DAMENTAL A RIF

We arc glad to know you are intcrested in knowing more about READING IS FUN-
DAMENTAL. The Summer Reading grants from the State Library will be made with
the following agrcements. ) -

... about RIF

The libyary and community group accept the basic I'IF concepts of motivation
and enthusiasm through allowing children to choose attractive books of their
own to keep. RIF books should be paperback format and be given to participating
children on a non-competitive basis in a three-time distribution.

... about target group

This summer proiect is to be considercd as "outrcach.'" In keeping with the
national RIF objcctives, it must be directed toward a group of children from
"non-user' parents, and in order to be considered successful, will be able to
show some kind of project involvement by thesc parents. This may take the form
of help with distribution, cncouraging library usage by their children, using
the library themselves, ctc, The number of target group children to be involved
will be best determined by participating libraries and cooperating volunteers.
The number must be a manageable one and your decisions about target group numbers
should be realistic and specific.

... about manpower .

The Summer Reading grant will nced people with time to devote to the project,
Your community group may be an organization such as garden club, woman's club,
P.T.A., church or civic auxiliaries, ctc., or may bc a group of no less than
five intcrested, committed citizens. Your application should specify the group
and include an cxplanation of their proposed contribution to the projecct. It
must be clearly understood by participating libraries and voluntcers that RIF
is not a "do-gooder'" project. Rather, the stated objective is to cncourage
reading improvement and interest through a motivation channel not always avail-
able in more structurcd scttings. Tt should be a happy, positive cxperience
for cveryonc, with the children encouraged to choose what appeals to them.

... about cvaluation

Some projects will be designated as "Control Projccts.'" tThese will provide
uscful rcading level information and comparative data. The State Library will
coordinate and assist with precisc evaluation procedures for both "Control
Projects' and all R1F project librarics.

... about books and ordering
[

The National RTF organization will conduct a workshop with specific demon-
strations and information about how you order books, publisher and distributor

X1
6D




discounts, usc of volunteers, mechanics and techniques for distribution... all
you nced to Know with time to ask questions and receive answers. This workshop
will be held in Albuquerque, April 29 and 30. You and your 'chief voluntcer"
should attend to find out these important facts. Up to $50 of your grant money
may be uscd to help defray expenses, if this is neceded.

... about publicity

Publicity for the project will be handled locally, but national RIF publicity
material may be utilized when needed. All state television and radio stations
and newspapers have received RIF information and some of this material is
currently in use. Publicity for local projects must be planned for maximum
comnunity interest and impact--involve the basic RIF concept as it relates to
real local activity,

Inclosed is an application for participation. Decadline for returning this
is April 17. The State Library Commission will assist with funding qualified
projects. For example, a State Library Summer RIF grant of $150 will provide
five books apiece for approximately S0 children. (Special RII' discounts make
this possible). A Statec Library grant of $150 plus local moncy of $150 would
make RIF possible for 100 children. A project should probably consist of no
more than 100 children, although exceptions will be considered. Plcuse consider
the target groups in your community... Plan with interested voluntecers... Call
us if you nced to talk it over.

If you expect to usc a portion of your grant money for workshop expenses,
please note this on your application. The State Librury will compute your
grant amount with this consideration.

Jane Gillentine Mailed to Public Libraries
Program Coordinator with application blank.
New Mexico State Library

Santa e, New Mcexico

April 3, 1974

wol




Appendix 1V (b)

I would like to apply for a special summer READING 1S FUN-damental grant
for Library.

Population of community (1970 census)
Population under 14 years

Total library registration

Library registration under 14 years

Area of community with smallest number of total library registrations: Identify
geographically and describe population (income level, cducation, other factors
relating to non-library usc)

Number of children prades K-3 in above arca to be rcached by RIF project _
(Other age groups may be eligible if nced can be established.)

Would you be willing and able to work with your school district to provide an
cvaluation involving reading level growth/decline?

Available location for distribution

Will you collect, organize and submit to NMSL thesc basic evaluation requircments?
Number of children involved
Number of books distributed
Publicity samples, including pictures
Specific (quoted) reactions of voluntcers and members of target group (taped
comments arc proferable if possible)
Your own rcactions and specific impact on library.

Name(s) of organiczation(s) or number of type of community voluntecrs who under-
stand and belicve in the purpose of the project and have promised to help with
publicity, transportation, distribution, ctc.

What help have they agreed to give?

Signature of person who will coordinate
volunteers in above activities

Will require workshop cxpenses

Librarian

62 xvi
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C. EDWIN DOWLIN, State Librarian

Appendix IV (d)

LIST OF PEOPLE APTENDING RTF WORKSHOP

APRIL 29 & 30, 1974

Jane Roby
Mosquero, NM 87733

Lou Brooke

Southwestern Regional Library
1001 West Strect

Silver City, NM - 880061

Faye Lerman

Fastern IMains Regional Library
P.0, Box 1191

Tucumcari, NM 88401

Mike Silva
Mountainair, NM

Ed Gurule
Box 3306
Cuba, NM 87103

Mrs. Vi Hollis

Northeastern Regional Library
Box 97
Cimaxrron,

e

Jay Johnstone

Northwesrern Regional Library
315 W. Reinken

Belen, NM

IFloyd Manscll
c/o Masdalena Schools
Magdalena, NM 87825

Paul Tatter
Rt. 4 Pox 14D
Santa Fe, NM 87501

Gishey, Lawrence

Youth Dbevelopument Program
Navajo Nation .
Window Rock, Arizona 86515

Katy Rotan

Southeastern Regionnl Library
P.0, box 517

Lovinpton, NM 882060

' 04 xviii

12,

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21,

22,

Marilyn Herman
Roy Schools
Roy, NM 87743

Virginia Self
Roy, NM 87743

Mfé. Janct M. Langford
Rt. 5 DBox 5437
Albuquerque, NM 87123

Frank Gwynn

Allicd Book & Educational Resources

1507 San Matco Lane
Santa e, NM 87501

Mrs. Ruth Wuori, Librarian
Clovis-Carver Public Library
115 West 8th

Clovis, NM 88101

Mrs. Celsa Quintana, Librarian
Espanola Public Library

P.O. Box 848

Espanola, NM 87532

Mrs. Betty Lloyd, Librarian
Arthur Johmson Memorial Library
244 Cook Avenue

Raton, NM 87740

Glee Wenzel

Santa Fe Public Library
P.0. Box 2247

Santa Fe, NM  §7501]

Mrs. Concha Encinias, Librarian
Moisc Memorial Library
208 5th Strect

Santa Rosa, NM 88435

Mrs. Marpgarct Laumbach, Librarian

Fred Macaron Library
P.0. Bex 720
Springer, NM 87747

Steve Brooden, Librarian
Harwood Foundation Library
P.0. Box 760

Taos, NM 87571




L1ST OF PEOPLE ATTENDING R1F WORKSIOP

CONT.
2

BEST COPY AVRILABLE

Fern Cooper

Youth Social Development
NAD
Mescalero, NM 88340
Mrs. Jo Anderson
Alamogordo, NM

Woody Anderson
412 East Tycksen
Farmington, NM 87401
Mrs. Avis Southall
Farminzton, NM

Elena buchover

Espanola, NM 87532

Ruth Trujillo
Raton, NM

Lois Thomas
Santa losa Schools
Santa Rosa, NM

Gecorpia RBriscll
Santz Roca, NM

Muricl Rideman
Taos, KM

Elaine Oruvecz

Roousevelt A, Montoya School
Tijeras Canyon

New Mexico

Mrs. Enncking

Kitty lof{fman
San Antonito, NM

Phyllis Payne
San Antonito, NM

Johmny Caton
Albuquerque, NM

Albert Ortega
Santa Fe Schools
Suanta Fe, MM

Mtonio Lopez
Santa e Schools
Santa le, NM

xix

40.

41.

42,

43.

44.

45.

46.

48.

54.

Robert A. Lope:z
Santa Fe Schools
Santa Fe, NM

Doris Gregor
New Mexico State Library

JoAnn Varcla
New Mexico State Library

Sandra llaug
New Mexico State Library

Jane Gillentine
New.Mcxico State Library

Alta Padilla
Magdalena, NM

Rita Tannan
Santa Fe Public Schools
Santa Fe, NM 87501

two women came with Rita
Tanen

Five Indian students
from Alamo camec with
Floyd Mansell c/o Magdalena Schools
Magdalcna, NM 87825

Dorothy Helmes, Librarian
Socorro Public Library
401 Park Street NW
Socorro, NM 87801

three volunteers and one mother
camc with Mrs. Holmcs.

Total attending: 58
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Yuoscay April 30 1 OanTolpn

FOR TMMEDTATE RELEASE

Comnunity representatives of - attended a training

workshop for the Reading Is Fundamental project involving
¢hildren in the arca, R 1 F i; a nationaleorganization which promotcs
mogivation for rcading by allowing children to select ;nd to keep books
of their own choice. The R I F project for this community is made

possible through the coopcrativé cfforts of the Public

Library and the New Mexico State Library. The interest and support
(community group) :
of the were the key factors in bLringing

RIFto I .

The two day Keading Is FUi-damental workshop was held in Albuquerque
April 29 and 30 to train community representatives and public librarians
ond a proup of Navajo vohmteers to conduct R 1 F progrums in 22

“commuuitics this summer, Participants heard about the ordering and
distributicn procedures for "R I F days" whercby certain groups of
children will be-allowed to sclect and keep booﬁs of their choice.

Mcmﬁcrs of the National Foundation who conducted the workshop
were Barbara Ronan of Scottsdale, Arizona, Donna Stcvcnson. Maurine
Mchonald from Washington, D.C., and T}na Bradley of Phoenix, Arizona.

R I I promotes mntivation for reading by nllowinﬁ children to sclect

and keep books of their own choice.

1hc_Ncw Mexico State Library spearheaded the development of
projects in the state and in cooperation with public Jibraries sponsored
the present projects.  Approximately 1688 children in the state will
yecedve at least five books of their own choice. ‘Communitics inclﬁdc
T4 jeras, Alnmo:zordo; La fuz, Socorro, kspanola, Fnrminuton., Raton,
Santa Rosa, Springer, Taos, Clovis, Alamo, Mesealero, Roy, Ho;qucro,

Cnnnncito: Trachas, 0jo Sarco, Mowntainair, Tesuquo, Punta and Manzano,
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