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MAKING A BEGINNING

The outrageously bold idea that children should have the
opportunity to choose for themselves a book to read and then to keep that
book for their very own is not an obvious "library-type" program--but why
shouldn't it be? This was the question that presented itself to the New
Mexico State Library staff. In a state with countless reading problems
among children and low adult educational levels, a reading promotion based
on free choice, pride of ownership,and community involvement had a unique
appeal. Individuals around the state knew of this kind of nation-wide pro-
gram, but no coordinated effort to publicize and encourage its ideas had
been made in New Mexico.

The New Mexico State Library and the State Planning Office 7-

sponsored a meeting to introduce Reading Is FUN-damental (RIF) to a wide c ,ss-

section of the state in September 1973 (see Appendix I). Mrs. Barbara R( in,

Western Regional Director for RIF, came to Santa Fe and explained to 42
participants from 25 different interest areas what RIF was all about. Pub-
licity and information concerning' RIF was developed and distributed around
the state. News releases and notices (see Appendix II) were sent to local
newspapers and radio stations. One Albuquerque television station had
covered the September meeting and the three Albuquerque stations ran the
RIF public service spots during the next few months. NET-Channel 5 devoted
a 15-minute segment of Prism, a community affairs programf to RIF in Novem-
ber. Inquiries were received at the state library on an average of two to
five a month during the winter, but no visible projects developed.

The State Library felt that the RIF concept had merit and
should be supported, but lack of funding limited this support to maintenance
of interest. Information packets from the RIF office were assembled and

mailed on request. The State Library became a temporary RIF switchboard,
answering questions and acting as liaison between interested people. Invita-

tions to talk to civic groups were accepted. The film, Bequest of Wings,

was made available statewide with bookings through the State Library.
Prior to State Library involvement there had been only one RIF project in
the state, at Dexter, New Mexico, funded by that community's national Right

to Read grant. Reading Specialist, Dennis Pabst, who had been involved in
this 1973 Dexter RIF project, shared his experience and enthusiasm, provid-
ing an informal pilot program for our consideration.

The situation in the early months of 1974 was one of high
interest but no tangible results. Target groups abounded, eager volunteers
were ready to work, but no group or community seemed able to overcome the
money barrier.

Although the philosophy of RIF is for communities to raise
their own money for projects, the small New Mexico villages and rural areas
which are most in need of such a program have few civic clubs or service
organizations. Economic levels are generally low, and money to give books
to children is not easy to come by. Where local libraries exist, their tight
budgets do not allow for such expenditures as a RIF project.
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It became increasingly obvious that outside funding was needed
for communities to make use of the RIF idea, at least the first time around.
Provided the State Library had Title I money to use for such a project, was
our full commitment really worth it? What were we talking about in staff time
and cost? What were the conditio^c that would make such a program valuable
to the people of New Mexico? Was .h ;.s type of reading motivation program
reasonable for a library to promote'' How could we go about it, if all these
answers were favorable?

Some facts were at hand for evaluation. Needs assessment
data compiled for Fall 1973 Library Workshops showed that 42% of rural New
Mexico's over-25 population had an eighth grade or less education level.
Of rural New Mexicans, 60% were from a Spanish-American or Indian background
and spoke a native language other than English. Of these citizens, 61%

were below the $15,000 level and 29% were below the poverty level income.
Of the rural population, 36% were under fourteen. It appeared reasonable to
assume that low educational levels, the difficulties of a multi-lingual envi-
ronment, and middle to low economic levels were not factors that would
generally support or promote reading as a valuable activity.

Experience with the regional bookmobile services gave further
insight. Regular bookmobile use tends to drop off during junior and senior
high school years, even after an enthusiastic younger start. Many young
adults move away from small communities, and among those who remain, interest
in books and reading is not particularly strong. Without parents as reading
models and without their support for reading activity, a negative attitude
toward the value of books results for many youngsters.

While we were not concerned with a full-scale examination
of the factors contributing to this socio-educational situation, the profile
derived from studying this data made it clear that there were real literacy
needs to be met in the rural communities of New Mexico, and this prompted
the New Mexico State Library to go ahead with plans for the first RIF program
administered by a state library.

Librarians in New Mexico have begun to come up with new answers
to old questions, and to ask a few new questions of their own. Who is the
library to serve, only the highly literate or everyone in the community?
Is it enough just to open the doors, or are we to reach out into the commun-
ities with our services? It is a healthy dialogue, and working with RIF
projects has added a new element to the discussion.
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SERVICE AND MEDIA AND TODAY--A DIALOGUE

( Since everybody watches TV
anyway, what do we need
books and reading for?

Isn't teaching literacy a
job for the schools? The
library is for people who
read.

,------

Are you saying our proven
methods of service are
not any good?

I don't follow how the
idea of RIF fits in with
all of this? It is a
reading program for kids,
so it can't be too dif-
ferent from wilat we have
done before.

We're overwhelmed and besieged by media--
all kinds. Ads, announcements, commer-
cials, flyers in the mail, you name it.
The need to understand what is written,
print literacy if you will, has been
joined by an increasing necessity for
media literacy. With competencies in both
of these areas, people can cope more Intel-
ligently with the media bombardment.

\...

NO... to question and statement! Today's
libraries and libraries of tomorrow have
a larger role than that of being a book
shelf. The national focus on everyone's
right to read should have alerted librar-
ians to the idea that readers, if not an
endangered species, are certainly a down-
graded one. Libraries have an obligation
to encourage literacy if we do not intend
to become the ecrnomic dinosaurs of the
21st Century.

Certainly not! But there is a growing
realization that something new must be
added. The effectiveness of our service
has been gradually diminished as other
influences crowd in. We must do more than
unlock the door and wait for readers to
come. Our services must reach out to non-
users with information of value to them
--in a form they find easy to handle. In
addition, we must encourage reading as a
survival skill, not just a leisurely
pastime

Oh, but it is different. RIF reaches out
to people who are turned off by libraries.
The children have a good time selecting
and owning and reading their books, and
adults have a good time helping them.
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But we have summer read- The regular summer reading programs in
ing programs and anyone most libraries are fine and they reach
can come. many children. RIF is a different game,

though. We like the non-competitive
nature of RIF, plus the fact it is di-
rected mainly to those children who may
not be in the usual public library pro-
gram or who do not read the usual
required number of books and so do not
get the Super Reader Award or whatever.
There are some real basic reasons for
this attitude. Do you want my soapbox
speech?

Not really! But I imagine
you will go ahead anyway.

Isn't that rather extreme?

----..

ifRight you are! Children who experience
repeated failure will react in differ-
ent ways. Some will grit their teeth,
persevere, and prove to everyone that
they can do it. Others will react with
anger. They grow to hate schools and
libraries because of their bitter frus-
tration with reading. Another group will
retreat into disinterested passivity,
waiting for the book to be closed and the
TV to be turned on. For a lot of children
and adults, libraries are associated with
more pain than the centist's office.

Not really. Of course, reactions differ.
Each child is an individual, even if we
do often lump him into generalities. But
the child who feels he is a failure and
knows frustration as his reading compan-
ion isn't going to be excited about
having to read ten books in a library
reading program to get his name on a gold
sticker that he then takes home to a par-
ent who thinks book-reading is a waste of
time, anyway. He probably will never walk
through the library door.

And RIF is the only way
to coax him through the door?

We think it's. at least one way. No problem

of this size has just one solution. But
before we leave this background and get
back to the projects, let me tell you
why we think RIF makes sense as a librar

`project in New Mexico.

Briefly. New Mexico has reading problems
among adults and children. RIF reaches
children at their own level and involves
adults in the community in a participatory
way. RIF does not demand reading competi-
tion from those not equipped to compete



But wouldn't these children
value books more if they
had to pay for them?

No... Not likely.

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

nor does it penalize those with inadequate
skills. Instead, it provides a pleasant
positive experience for children, some of
whom may see themselves as reading fail-
ures.

If you don't read anymore than you have
to because you feel inadequate or insecure
about reading, you are not likely to spend
your only dollar for a book, are you?

Okay. So here you are, pretty turned-off.
Someone shows you a whole table-full of
colorful, attractive books and says,
"Look them over and pick one you would
like to keep. It's yours." ... So you
get to choose this book all by yourself,
and whether you can read it or not, "they"
let you choose it and write your name in
it, so maybe you're not so dumb! It's the
first book you've ever owned. So what are
you going to do about it? Well, "they"
didn't tell you it was too hard for you
or nct the r',ght one, SQ... you own it
and that's your name on the cover. It's
yours, and maybe you will read it... or
swap it for another one... or maybe just
let it belong to you for awhile to get
used to the idea of owning a book. It's
your choice and no one is telling you
what to do and how to do it. You feel
good about making a choice and having it
stick. That is what RIF offers... Reading
Is Fun-damental gives each child reinforce-
ment and evidence of his own value and
ability. Besides encouraging reading as
fun, it is a good cultural and self-identity
process for New Mexico children and just
good personal identity for anyone. That
wasn't so brief, was it?

No, not so brief, but did I
get it right? It is not a
new idea or unique to New
Mexico, that people gener-
ally prefer activities
they enjoy and generally do
not enjoy activities that
make them feel insecure
or inadequate. Rightly
handled, a RIF project
should spark interest in
reading and encourage
children and their parents

t-



to see that reading
can be fun. Libraries
should provide community
service that relates
directly to the needs
and problems of the
community and if reading
interest is low, that
responsibility can involve
outreach to interest peopl
in reading, which at the
same time contributes to
their own self-concept.
And that's what RIF is all
about.

tori
ANIONVE

Right! Next time I make a speech, you can
do it for me. Now, how about helping
me plan these RIF projects?

.
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Interest in RIF was running high. The project had shifted

into the planning phase, and the working relationship between the State Library

and the local organizers was becoming more clearly defined. Each community

would provide an organization for its RIF project. The State Library would

provide funds for the projects, plus necessary training, support, and backup

help; the local organization would select and order suitable books, organize

distribution days, and make local contacts, announcements, and arrangements

for activities. Thus our project would become their project and more nearly

meet their expectations and needs.

As part of the State Library system, the six regional
libraries (which operate bookmobile service to rural areas) seemed to be a
logical starting place, and a per hook cost of seventy cents appeared to be

a reasonable cost estimate. In March 1974, news came from Washington that
impounded federal funds might soon be released. Thus a crucial ingredient

was provided. The RIF idea was introduced to the regional librarians during
a regular quarterly meeting and they responded favorably, although with
understandable questions about time/staff factors. Even with community help

we were aware of potential communication problems and saw a real need for

locating capable resource people. Each region agreed to select one or two
possible target areas with all of the problems in mind, such as the need
for bookmobile tie-in, the need to fit RIF days into busy schedules and
coordinate them with existing activities. Our regional people accepted
these challenges with their usual willingness to go beyond routine levels
of service.

On March 11, announcements (see Appendix III) were mailed
to the 39 public libraries briefly explaining RIF and inquiring about local
interest in this project for a summer reading activity. Thirty-seven
responded "yes, we're interested," and application forms with additional
information (see Appendix IV) were mailed to them. Librarians were encour-

aged to call to clarify procedures. We suggested than the short lead-in
time would control the size of their target groups and projects. For them,

too, community participation was a must, either through an existing group
which would agree to work with the RIF concept or through a group of inter-
ested "Summer RIF Volunteers." Many public libraries in New Mexico are one

or two person operations, so the volunteers would share the work as well as
provide community participation in the project.

Eleven public libraries completed their applications by the
April 17 deadline with the necessary estimate of funding needs and with the
necessary community organization. The bookmobile librarians had settled,
meanwhile, on their target areas and the number of children to be included.
Impounded funds were released. Money was allocated for the distribution of
five books each to an estimated 1,763 children, and the State Library Com-

mission approved the grants.

With local RIF projects designated and funded, Barbara Ronan
came to Albuquerque on April 29 and 30, 1974, bringing along trunks of books
and two enthusiastic helpers, Donna Stevenson and Tina Bradley, to show com-
munity representatives and librarians some of the "nuts and bolts" of a RIF

program. The two local book vendors cooperated by prov:ding book displays,
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lists of publishers with materials that were immediately available, and
delivery schedules for ordered materials. Nearly all of the representatives
took home or placed orders for enough books for their first distribution.
RIF was on its way!
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First meeting of interested persons around the
state convened through'tho cooperation of the New
Mexico State Library and the State Planning Office.

Regional librarians began planning

Invitations.to apply sent to 37 public libraries

Applications due at the atate library

Workshop ,with Barbara Ronan, Western Regional
RIF Director

Distribution months

Final evaluation due
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In August of 1374, when the local RIF projects were about
two-thirds completed, a report form was sent to all project directors
asking them to describe and to evaluate the effectiveness of their projects.
(The report format can be seen in a completed report in this section. Some
communities went far beyond the limits of the form, and two such enthusiastic
reports will be included here as well.) The impression one gets from reading
these reports is overwhelmingly favorable, but there are also many sugges-
tions and criticisms that should be very useful in the future.

There was no plan to do a statistical evaluation of RIF's
impact in New Mexico, but the Santa Fe Public Library. did compile some
statistics for their project area which they sent along with their report.
Here is what they said:

"The circulation for the areas of Tesuque and Chupadero, based on the
bookmobile stops for July 1973 compared to those of July 1974, increased
by 180 per cent. The adult circulation showed an increase from no cir-
culation for July 1973 to 56 books for July 1974. The circulation for
the Children's department at the main library increased 15 per cent.

"The factors we consider that have helped with this increase in circu-
lation are as follows: Familiarity with the bookmobile (as of July 1973
was a new thing and it has since become somewhat established in the
communities); a factor for the three months of this summer we feel has
been the increased interest in reading due to the RIF program.

"There have been many new faces on the bookmobile since the start of
the program this summer. Most of these have been kids, but several
adults, mostly from the Chupadero area, have used the bookmobile for

. the first time this summer.

"As the bookmobile had been servicing this area bafore the program, no
new projects have been started as a result of RIF. However, the RIF
program has pointed out specific areas of need and interest, and helped
to determine levels of education that will be very useful in the aquisi-
.tion of books and the planning of future library projects.

"We feel that the program has been very successful and would hope that
RIF may be continued in the future."

The dominant message from the reports is that when RIF
came to town, good things began to happen. The tone of this message
ranges from a buoyant note from the Northern Regional Library that "it
surely was a joy to see children taking pride in their books," to the
more sardonic remark of a parent in Tesuque that "it's about time the gov-
ernment sponsored a worthwhile program."

The reports support two psychological tenets of the RIF
program: that children who are not familiar or comfortable with books can
quickly overcome this discomfort when they receive a gift of books freely
given, and that the pleasure and pride of owning books will break down
barriers in the minds of children who have come to associate books with
competition, frustration and failure. "Books became a regular feature of

9

11



these children's lives this summer" says the Santa Fe report. The Southwest
Region reports that "the RI: distribution had a definite impact on the chil-
dren living on the reservation. After the first distribution, they became
very selective about titles and subjects." From the Southeast Region Mescalero
project: "the children are asking when the next book day will be. They were
all proud to receive books and to be able to keep them." From Truchas in the
northern mountains comes word that "this was something Truchas and Ojo Sarco
have needed for a long time. Children have shown an increased interest in
our liLrary program." When it became apparent that there were more than enough
RIF books to go around, children were brought from the village of Cordova to
Truchas to join in the fun.

Woody Anderson, children'slibrarian in Farmington reports:
"excellent response from the children, parents, and workers -- even greater
than I expected. There have been several groups here in the city that have
tried various ways of getting children and books together, and this program
seemed to really give them a perspective into what a good program could
effectively do for children."

Project directors and volunteers showed a good deal of
ingenuity and creativity in adapting RIF to their communities and in provid-
ing little touches that further enhanced the experience for the participating
children. Mr. Allan Florsheim, a printer in Roy, New Mexico, provided printed
labels to the Northeastern Regional Library RIF project. This little refine-
ment pleased the children immensely.

Although in the area served by the Northwest Regional Library
there was "a general lack of interest in the planning and implementing among
the residents," the project staff managed to overcome this apathy by schedul-
ing a RIF day to coincide with the day of the annual Canoncito Rodeo, and by
having the rodeo announcer tell the crowd that at halftime free children's
books would be distributed by the RIF project. Thus the problems both of
distance and apathy were overcome by borrowing somebody else's audience.

In Alamogordo, when it was discovered that there were more
books than children, the children were told to go out and bring a friend
back with th_m. In Espanola a junior magician was employed to highlight
the activities. In Truchas there was a filmstrip about the Lollipop Dragon,
and ." Mescalero the children heard their voices on a tape recorder. The
project conducted by the Albuquerque Public Library for children in the
mountain villages of Tijeras and San Antonito featured movies, puppet shows,
storytelling, folk singing, clowns, and ice cream. All of this, and free
books too!

But before this report turns into a rave review, let us
consider some of the persistent problems and the criticisms that were
encountered. In remote, thinly-populated regions there was a good deal of
difficulty getting children together since school was out and they were
scattered all over the county. The Eastern Plains Regional Library report
expands on this theme. "Response to our RIF program at Mountainair was not
good. Out of sixty eligible children the most we had was fifteen. This
was due to the fact that the majority of the chiMren live in rural areas
and could not make it into town." The report from the Fred Macaron Public



Library in Springer notes the same problem, with the suggestion that'"Due
to our scattered community the library board felt that if we have another
RIF program, we should have it during the school year."

In Alamogordo, where several community organizations attempted
to cooperate in organizing the RIF project, there were problems caused by
disorganization within one of the groups. "The Self-Help Program did not have
a good director for Shady Tree this year" says the report, "and consequently
that program didn't ever get more than a half-hearted start and fizzled out
quickly so we didn't get much done in that area and were. late starting and
very disappointed." Despite this lack of smooth cooperation, there is enthu-
siasm for another RIF project in Alamogordo next year, although the report
concludes that "The Junior Woman's Club will not work with Shady Tree again."

There were a few instances dissatisfaction with the selec-
tion and quality of the books. In Mountainair one of the volunteers "questioned
the quality of the books and the material available for the Chicanos." At
Canoncito "some commented that there were not enough 'coloring books ama comics."
The Santa Fe Public Library noted in its report that some children complained:
"you don't have any good books," but the report explained that these complaints
came primarily from children "who came from relatively high income families and
had a large library already at home." A similar note was struck in the report
from the Arthur Johnson Memorial Library in Raton, where children from upper
middle class home!; were much less satisfied with the books than the children
from poorer environments. These complaints of children from more privileged
backgrounds only serve to highlight the value of the program, it would seem,
since they point out the great need of the poorer children for the stimulation
provided by the RIF books.

Here is the report submitted by the RIF project in Raton to
give an example of a typically thorough report and of the two-page reporting
format provided.by New Mexico State Library to the local projects.

Final Report - RIP*Crant. Arthur Johnson Mem Public Library

Date: p...r+...ethr... 9, 1974 8313.00 Grant Amount

Number of.children participating 258

Number of books given away 8n4 0 Left over 42

Whit are your plans for those left over, if any? ie are saving them for Christmas

parties at Headetart story hour and story hour conducted at Library.

Activity schedule for RIP Days. Please outline the plans,.activities,.

program, etc.,for each distrihutim, e' v, ieeloJinA date.;.

1. Visited each of the four elementary schools from the 15th of May until the 28th

of.May. Told children of provam and the bast: idea behind it. Tried to generate

enthuniasm to'children of owning their very own books, lotting the selection be their

own.

2. Rec..ild distribution was made the 26th of June at Romero Park while theillortheaotorn .

Bookmobile .made their stop. This wan a very relaxed "fun" distribution. We spread

a blanket on the ground laying the books on it. Many of the children did not come

to this distribution.
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3. Third distribution was made at the library on August lth. More of the mothers came
with their children, and we found that they checked out books from the library, and

they asked about various library services,

4. Fourth distribution was made again at the library on September 7th: This had to be
done, because many of the children either forgot to come on the 15th of August or

were not aware of it.

(Newspaper did not publish article we wrote!)

Evaluation: Your own thoughts, comments, observations about RIF in your
community, bid the RIF project have any immediately recognizable impact
on any segment of your community? Is there any increased interest in the
library by children and/or ParentsI+Are there any new library propram%
plumed as a result? An) new awareness by vommanity of library Potential?
Any new awareness by library board, staff, etc.., of community interests
and needs14Do you think there will In any RIF programs in the future?

06 Library Board feolsthat a concrete evaluation should be done. The school principal)
have suggested that we look at the reading tests done last spring and compare them with
tests given thin fall. The principals are very enthusiastic about the program and feel
that we should continue it in yearn to come. The cannittee and staff feel that perhaps
we are not reaching the 'children who need the books the most. We did find that the
Catholic school children were much more appreciative of the books than the children who

attend Kearny School. (These children are from upper middle class families). Longfell0
and Columbian Schools are made up of children from poor to middle income families. They

too were more appreciative of the books than the children from Kearny. This might in-

fluence our program next year. We have had favorable comments on the program from in-
terested people in the community, and we definitely feel that it has had an impact in

the community. Frcim the program we have realized that a greater effort to entice school
children to come to the library needs to be made. We are planning to have special story

hours at the library on Saturday afternoons for these children.

Any comments by children, volunteers, Parents, etc. Please include pro
and con -- We would welcome any pictures, timed comments, copies of
newspaper articles, posters, etc.

Some of the parents objected to the reading level their children chose. We explained

that' not all second grade children were on the same reading level, and,therefore, our

selection consisted of easy-to-read books as well as harder to read books. We wanted

the choice to be the childs and not the teacher or committee member. A good many of the

children decided, on their.own, that they wanted to trade books with their friends.

We did use radio publicity an well as newspaper articles. We made posters and displayed

them downtown in store fronts. We used covers from catalogs and bouk covers, along
with the time, place and date for each distribution.
The school principals and teachers were very happy that this program was conducted.
They all felt it certainly would'inspire children to read. We at the library felt it
made our summer reading program more popular.

A report after the first distribution came in from Lou Brookt-
about her project at t. Alamo Navajo Reservation. This interim note typifioa
the rural isolation of mo.. children.

12
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MEMORANDUM

Jane

FROM: Lou

SUBJECT:

In a statistical sense the RIF distribution was not as
good as we had hoped. 24 children came to the various
places and choose their books - THREE LITTLE PIGS was
the most popular. We left Magdalena at 7:00 a.m. and
arrived where the portable classroom was parked on the
north side of the reservation around 8:30 a.m. A tarp
had been erected on poles making a nice shade that we
shared with the sheep, goats, chickens and lots of dogs.
We had 2 folding tables and spread our wares on the tables.
(When we got our books out we realized that we did have a
good selection & I do thank you for the books that you
selected). The display was very impressive to us at least
- 14 children came and selected books and others came and
peeked around the corner but were too shy to come into
the area. There were 2 Navajo girls that assisted us &
they couldn't convince them to come in. After we stayed
there until noon, Floyd Mansell decided that we could go
to some of the houses and do better - we realized no one
else would come there. We did stop at the Trading Post
and then in an area where several houses were located.
Many of the children were. either working or had gone to
town. t had hoped for many more children, however, I feel
that the next stop will be better. We are all thinking of
ways to attract more 6 I feel that Floyd has the right
thought about going to areas where the children live. It

is really spread over sections of land & the communication
gap is there. Posters had been made by the girls that
helped us and they will make more but reading is also a
problem for many of the people. They just do not under-
stand what it is all about. I am not discouraged & can
hardly wait until the next date July 16th. I feel so
strongly that those people need all of the extra effort
that we can provide and if we only get 24 the next time,
we may have planted a seed that will grow & grow.

The country is lovely - terribly dry & hot but so pretty.
I felt good that we did what we did.

As can be seen in these reports, publicity is an important

element in d successful project. Post.ir artists, radio spot messages, tele-
phone calls, and newspaper articles were all part of the campaign. From the
sampling that follows, one gets a sense of the positive cooperative tone
that the projects developed and the imaginative settings that were provided
for the book distributions.
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Albuquerque Public Library

Alan B. Clark, Director

423 Central Ave., N.E.

A:buquerque, New Mexico 87101

Telephone: 842-7883

May 10, 1974.

HAPPINESS IS OWNING YOUR OWN BOOK:

The New Mexico State Library has made possible a grant to finance
READING IS FUNdamental projects in the. Albuquerque area by which
to reach 100 children with limited library accesa and/or whose
parents are unaware or uninterested in the value of reading and
books. This grant is dependent upon a 1974 summer program.

The Albuquerque Public Library will act as liaison between the
State Library and the cooperating volunteer groups. Guidance will
be available on book ordering, programming and distribution of
books, publicity, and evaluation.

Where the action is Irith the Volunteer Groups, of course:
Planning for action and achieving qualified success will require
some written detail:

1. A statement dr needs assessment explaining why your target
group should be involved in this RTF program.

2. A general description of your desired program showing the
action route by which you hope to meet and solve the pro-
blems mentioned in your statement.

3. A list of specific approaches planned to carry out your
program. This list should include details of program ac-
tivities, a description of the target group, meeting place
and staff, and the suggested methods of evaluating the
success of the program.

READING IS FUNdamental is a national program designed to motivate
children to read through experiencing the joy and pride of owning
books of their own choice.

Publicity will be handled locally and should be coordinated thru
the Albuquerque Public Library.

I , '
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NEEDS ASSESSMENT

When we first heard about the R.I.F. Program, and the possibility

San Antonito could be included, we were afraid it was too good to be true.

It has long been a concern of ours that so many children nave poor reading

skills and a lack of interest in learning to read. In part, this might be

attributed to the fact that some of the parents are disinterested and there-

fore do not stress the importance of books in the home; or perhaps because

of a lack of money they can not afford to buy books.

The children in our area who need this program do not have a library

available to them during the summer months when school is closed. It would

be appooximately 40 miles round-trip to the nearest public library in town.

Not even a Bookmobile has made an appearance in several years. Since we

helm no Kindergarten, the children have no pre-school training.

We feel that having the R.I.F. books in a central and comfortable location

(San Antonito Catholic Church, No. 10-14 and Frost Rd.) parents may make a

bigger effort to bring the children or to arrange for rides with someone

else.

We live in a rather unique area, in that the "Help Thy Neighbor" policy is

not just talked about, but is practiced, so we feel sure there will be

volunteers to drive children who may not have transportation and to help

with the program we will be planning.
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Readinuis FUMdAmental Proposal REST COPY AVAIUMIF

Our target date is Wednesday, June 261h, 1974
Times 1:30 - 3:30
Book Distribution Center: San Antonito Catholic Church

San Antonito, New }coituci

It is our hope that we will be able to reach approximately 80 children in.

Grades 1 thru 3.

A, notice will be sent hams with Grades 1 thru 3 notifying parents of dates

and place. We will tentatively set a four week program each Wednesday,

starting on June 26th. This may be cut to three depending on the response

and whether or not we have enough books for the 4th week.

There will b© volunteers (adult and teenagers) for reading groups or on a

ome to one basis if child so desires. Erg. Lana Miller, San Antonito

School Librarian, has agreed to attend and road to the children.

US will be contacting various groups and organizations to obtain a puppet

show; guitarist for folk singing and Dr. Brune Stringer from the Albuquerque

Zoo to bring his animals. We would like to have something of this nature

for most of the sessions.

There will be Kool-Aid and cookies served. Books will be displayed on

the pews in the church and on card tables so the children can easily look

and make their selections.
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IS COMING!! (June 26th, Wednesday)

WON'T YOU JOIN USTI (10 :00 AM to 12:00 Noon)
(San Antonito Church)

GRADES 1st, 2nd and 3rd

SAN ANTONITO IS FORTIMATE TO HAVE BEEN CHOSEN TO PARTICIPATE IN A READING

IS FUNDAMTAL. PROJECT. THROUGH FUNDS MADE AVAILABLE BY THE NEW MEXICO

STATE LIBRARY, WE WILL BE PURCHASING AND DISTRIBUTING B(sOK3 TO CHILDREN

IN GRADES 13T, 21M AN]) 3RD.

R.I.P.'S GOAL IS TO SHOW CHILDREN THE RANGE OF TREASURE, NOW AND IN THE

FUTURE, THEY WILL FIND IN BOOKS AND TO GIVE TIM A SENSE OF CANIWISHIP.

THE CHILDREN WILL CHOOSE THE BOOK THEY WANT WITH. NO INFLUOCE FROM ADULTS.

HOPEFULLY, THIS ci/ILL BE A FOUR WEEK PROGRAM MEETING ONCE A MK EACH

WEDNESDAY, 10:00 AM to 12 NOON, AT THE SAN ANTONITO CATHOUC CHURCH. OUR

TARGET DATE IS JUNE 26TH, SO PLEASE MARI YOUR CALENDAR.

WS WILL HAVE SOME FORM OF ENTERTAIN NOT EACH WEEK AND RaRESMENTS WILL BE

SERVED. MRS. BARBARA LUCHT OF TIJERAS, FOLK SINGER AND GUITARIST, WELL

SING AND PLAY FOR US ON BNB 26TH.

PLEASE FILL IN THE FOLLOWING INFCRATION AND RETURN THE FORM TO SCHOOL

WITH YOUR CHILD NO LATER THAN JUTE 5TH, WEDNESDAY. 4E WILL BE NEEDING

ADULT IMP. MAY TE COUNT ON YOU? YES NO PHONE

HOW MANY CHILDREN DO YOU HAVE IN GRADES 1 2 3?

NAMES

ADDRESS PHONE

WOULD YOU BE 4ILLING TO BRING OTHER CHILDAEN IN .YOUR AREA WITH YOUR OWN.

WILL YOU BE NEEDING TRANSPORTATION FOR YOUR CHILD/CHILDRa?

IF YOU HAVE ANY QULSTIONS, PLEASE CALL KITTY HOFFMAN 281-3858 OR PHYLLIS

PAYNE 281.5146. THANK YOU.
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READING T3 FUNdamental - a 1974 summer program to be held at

A. Mpntoya Elementary School in Tijeras, New Mexico.
BEST COPY AVAILABI F

The children chosen for the 1974 summer RIF program are youngsters
who come from a very primitive living condition. Most of them have
no electricity, no running water and no plumbing in their homes.
Oftentimes, they come from large families all living together in a
one room house. The parents are unable to give each child the in-
dividual attention that is required to help motivate and promote
interest in reading. Also the language spoker in the home is prim-
arily Spanish and some parents can't be of a.;sistance with the Eng-
lish reading. Low income makes it virtually impossible for these
families to buy books for their children, and a lack of transpor-
tation also adds to the problem because the parents have no way of
taking the youngsters into the town library.

Our summer program will strive to solve some of the above problems
by having small group and individual help. Are will have several
interest centers correlating activities with the books that will be
available to the children.

There will be field trips to a restaurant, a pool, zoo, library,
hospital, pet store, bakery, police and fire station. In addition
to the trips into town, there will be visits in individual homes,
of some of the staff members, to do some special activities such
as making ice cream. All of these activities will be centered a-
round the books themselves to show children that books are the
source of great information, but most of all are enjoyable and
give pleasure to the reader.

We will be meeting the following dates from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
July 8,10,12,15,17,19,22,24,26. The groups will use the school
cafeteria and the following people are going to participate as staff
Mrs. Betty Garrison, Mrs. Ellen Kempi, Mre. Fran Archibeque, Mrs.
Marcia Canepa, Mrs. Mary Chambers, Mrs. Elaine Oravecz, Mrs. Judy
Damn, Mrs. Per;gy Garcia, Mrs. Mary Sweet, and Mrs. Mary Jaksha.

To help us in our evaluation, one staff member will be appointed
to record anecdotical happenings throughout the entire progism.
These records, along with the parents reaction, should be most bene-
ficial.

Each of us are looking forward with high hopes to having a delight-
ful, fun-packed RIF program: Come join us!



PROGRAMS BEST COM AMIABLE

Though one group met every weekday for eight days, and the other
once a week for four weeks, both groups planned a "look around, get
to know us and our books" period at the beginning of every session.
This made individualwelcolming possible, and the period offered
each child to relax and do his own thing. Peer interaction groups
swapped books as thr. finished looking at them; read-aloud groups
made up of two children, a volunteer and a child, or a volunteer
and several children shared their stories; while some girls and
boys were so lost in the ma7ic of their book they we:3 oblivious of
everyone and everything else. Later, if a child found a book he
wanted to keep he learned to hang onto it for the rest of the session.
Sometimes, he clung to several because he needed.more time to choose.
This activity usually took abo4t an hour.

On the first day, each group followed this browsing period with an
orientation explaining RIF and also the group's own tentative pro-
gram and plans for the project..Some of this explanation was re-
peated each day for the benefit of the newcomers (there always were
some of these!) but not in a smuch detail as word of mouth publicity
had spread the word for us:

Special book-related programs were scheduled next. These consisted
of films, puppets, music, drama or storytelling. A few of the pa-der-
backs were saved for the occasion they supplemented: favorite fairy
tales were added to the choices the day the plays were presented,
the ones on how to make puppets, used the morning the melodrama was
given.

Snack breaks cha.zed the pace at this point and offered slight exer-
cise as well. It was a pleasant surprise to discover that the chil-
dren would saunter back to the books when they finished without any
one having to call them.

The last period offered more read-aloud sessions, though on a more
formal basis in that everyone who wished listened to the same stories.
However, if a child needed the entire period to make his selection,
noone bothered him. San Antonito staff also used part of this time
to ].et the children talk into the tape recorder about the books they
had chosen or why they were attending the RIF program.
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REST COPY AVAILABLE
A. Montoyi Uementary School READING IS FUNdamental programs:

Tuesday, July 9 Film show:The Red Balloon and the Spanish version of
Ferdinand the Bull

Wednesday, 7/10 Film show: And now Miguel

Thursday, 7/11 Puppet Show by members of APL staff "The Plight of
Penelope Pureheart"

Monday, July 15 Puppet play of Little Red Riding Hood and film of
Charlie Chaplin in "The RINK"

Tuesday, 7/16 Violinist who not only played for the children, but
left a small instrument for them to practice (?) on.
Film shown on Spanish American heritage.

Wednesday, 7/17 Bilingual folksinger Anthony Baca. This was an op-
portunity for the children to know that a juvenile
probation officer can be a friend and help them. As
a matter of fact, this was the most succesful program.

Thursday, 7/18 Albuquerque Children's Theater presented "Little Red
Riding Hat" and "The reluctant dragon"

Friday, 7/19 Agnes Frauzak, professional storyteller spun her
bagic for the final party.

San Antonito Catholic Church programs:

Wed., June 26 Barbara Lucht, folksinger and guitarist, used fami-
liar ballads and child-popular songs for her singal'ing.

Mrs. Lana Miller, librarian for the San Antonito Elem-
entary School was the stroyteller.

Puppet Show:"Little Red Riding Hood" and RIF and its
concepts were worked into another play.

Elks Clowns Barney Spohr and "Al" Altomare kept the
boys and girls giggling with their antics. They also
wove into their routine some"book talk", and made
each child an animal from balloons, many of which were
book characters.

Sed., July 3

Wed., July 10

Wed., July 17

Mr. Pat Moore and Creamland Dairies supplied ice cream (Baskin and
Robbins) for both final programs.
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Evaluation BEST CON AVAILABLE

The enthusiasm and promise of continued programs of this nature are
evidence in themselves of the success of both of the RIF projects in
the mountain villages just outside of Albuquerque.

A movie camera would have been the ideal instrument to show a record
of the excitement and appreciation on the part of the children them-
selves. Unfortunately we had none at our disposal. Parents comments
to the volunteers were numerous and heartwarming. Increases in each
day's attendance spoke of success, aid this could have been over-
whelming at A. Montoya because the park department's program parti-
cipants wanted to come early and "Join too".

Publicity helped to some extent in formalizing budget decisions and
contracts for City-County cooperation for mobile library service in
this area.

lijer.ls, a newly incorporated village, hopes to have their own li-
brary egain, but must wait until federal highway projects through
their village can be completed. One of our objectives was to start
parents' thinking about quality materials for children. (The one
library, boxed and stored temporarily in various locations, is made
up of too many gift-junk items!) Vet think we were responsible for
a stimulating awareness of this need.

There was no lack of parent interest whatsoever. The fact that they
are non - users, are,due to lingual and transportation problems. There-
fore, with the advent of bookmobile service in this area, the two
requirements necessary to warrant RIF projects will be lacking. In-
stead, with the motivation of both P.T.A. groups, and sufficient
opportunity to raise funds for like-projects, I've no doubt the en-
tire area will continue to engender reading enthusiasm and the desire
for each child to own more and more books.

In addition to the publicity samrles shown here, KOAT-TV gave us
prime time of perhaps five or six minutes on their 6-on-7 news on
Wednesday July 17th.

Action Line in the Albuquerque Journal was still answering requests
about RIF and"when the next programs will be?

Mrs. Coleman, from ALA headquarters visited APL too late to parti-
cipate in a RIF program but asked many questions about our project.

Recommendations: Begin planning six months in advance for:
Best way to reach target participants

. Plan not only program schedule but logistics of transportation,etc.
Commitment of volunteers and train them for your project.3tatewide

workshop was fine as far as it went but was too general.
Raising funds necessary to support complete program.
Choosing titles and processing orders three months in advance of need.

P.Z.
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Volunteers who made these projects succelFul:

Mr. Toney Anaya, Cedar Crest, N.M., 87008
Mrs. Ellen Kempi, P.O.Box 24 Canyon Estates
Mrs. Mary Jaksha, P.O.Box 448, Tijeras,
Mrs. Fran Archeluta, P.O.Box 988, Tijeras,
Mrs. Judy Damn, Cedar Crest, N.M.87008.
Mrs. Kitty Hoffman, P.0.69 Sandia Park, N.M
Mrs. Phyllis Payne, P.O.Box 313 Cedar Crest

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

Tijeras, N.M.,87059.
. , 87059.
N.M., 87059.

. , 87047.
, N.M. 87008.

.
Mrs. Jaksha drove many miles out of her way each day to pick up

and deliver children from distant villages. Mrs. Archeluta and her
husband kept two of the children at their home during that program
because they lived so much farther than they thought Mrs. Jaksha
should drive each day. Mrs. Archeluta also made two sun suits for
these children.

Many parents at both projects gave willingly of their time, their
snacks, and their efforts in addition to the above personnel.
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EVALUATION OF THE READING IS FUN.DAMENTAL PROW&
SAN ANTONITO CHURCH
SAN ANTONITO, NEW MEXICO

It seems to us, our 4 weeks of RIF (meeting every Wednesday from 10sC3 to 12

noon), have been &tremendous success. The children who have attended, truly enjoyed

it and seemed thrilled with the books and programs presented.'

We had a good selection of books and the children put a great deal of thought

into the ones they chose. They all report they have read their books; often several

times.

We were unable to reach as many of the children, who needed this program

badly, as we had hoped. But, considering our scattered population, the lack of time

for advertising before school was out, and the fact that so many people were on

vacation, taking swimming lessons, etc, our attendance was heart-warming.

The response to our requests for volunteer talent was wonderful.

It has been a rewarding experience for Mrs. Hoffman and Mrs. Payne. To see

the sparkly eyes and hear the happy voices as the children selected their books,

has made this a well spent 4 weeks. It is our hope to continue this program next

summer. It is our belief that all the children finished the 4 weeks with a new

awareness of the information to be found in books and the fun of selecting and

reading ones own book. We worked with children from the 1st, 2nd and 3rd grades.

Our entertainment was; 1st week, Barbara Luoht - Folk Singer and Guitarist,

2nd week, Lana Miller, Librarian, Story Teller, also worked with hand puppets,

3rd week, Ann Farina, Faith Hull and Margie Collins, Puppet Show

4th week, Barney Spahr and Al Altomare, Elks Clowns

he made tape recordings of the children.' thoughts and reactions to the
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program. They enjoyed reading their new bookstitles an the tape and also talking

about this wonderful RIF Program to their friends. Each child received 2 books

every Wednesday, so if they attended the 4 sessions, they 'owned 8 books of their

very own.

Nis. Pat Taft, Librarian for the Public Libraries, took many pictures

during the 4 weeks and Mrs. Kitty Hoffman also took slides..

We had newspaper coverage by the Albuquerque Tribune and Albuquerque

Journal. In the Tribune, Ines Garcia made the front page, with a picture of her

holding books up to her chin announcing the RIF Program in the mountains. We also

had TV voverage on KOMI/.

Refreshments were donated by a few of the mobile= each week. Donuts,

cookies and coolaid were served and the last week, Creamland Dairies donated the

ice cream.

We averaged about a dozen mothers each session and many toddlers. Each.

week a Mother read to the children in addition to the regular program.

1st, 2nd and 3rd grader attendance for the 1st week was 29
2nd week was 32
3rd week was 34
4th week was 31

34

069
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Put despite a rather thorough job of publicizing RIF, there
were instances when books were left over from the projects. RIF directors
put these leftovers to good use. At Espanola the unused books were "to be
placed at the children's ward at the hospital and the waiting room at the
welfare office." At the Moise Memorial Library in Santa Rosa there was a
plan to "tie in a RIF program with our annual Christmas coloring contest."
Other libraries planned to distribute the books to schools and children who
attended story hour, all in the RIF spirit of the freely given gift.

There are occasional hints in the reports that perhaps the
project was not as unstructured as possible. It is hard for adults to get
over our tendency to queue children in lines and to choose what we think is
best for the'. But by and large the RIF projects were carried out with much
good feeling, creativity, and generosity. The good feelings were apparent
and infectious, going far beyond the bounds of mere sufficiency. Nothing
is too good for our kids was the tone of most projects. In a few instances,
the good feeling overflowed the bounds of the report form and whole scrap-
books of remembrances were submitted in place of reports. The first scrap-
book is from Albuquerque Public Library's projects for the mountain commun-
ities of Tijeras and San Antonito. The second, highlighted with charming
color photographs that we were not able to reproduce, is from the staff
and volunteers at Clovis-Carver Public Library. From the thorough planning
to the smiles on the children's faces, both exemplify the care that went
into these projects.

See insert: Albuquerque Report.
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Reading is FUW..damental (RIF)

There is something new for children in Clovis this summer. The

Clovis- Carver Public Library in coordination with the New Mexico State

Library is jointly sponsoring a "Reading is Fun..damental" program during

June, July and August.

Clovis was chosen as one of the 22 state communities to receive a

special summer grant of money to promote the idea that reading is fun:

RIP is a nationally based operation, administered by the Smithsonian

Institution. Action oriented, it seeks to change children.' attitudes

towards books and reading. The particular target group is the 43% of the

nation's elementary school children who critically need help with reading.

The approach used is basically motivational. Children are given the

pleasant incentive to read by introducing them to a variety of attractive,

in-expensive paperback books. They are allowed to choose titles that

especially interest them, and are told that they are now their s to keep,

to help form personal libraries. This procedure recognizes the fact that

many children in the nation do not own a book.

Through self discovery, that a wide range of treasure is available

to them in books, a pride of ownership of books is developed. It has

been demonstrated by previous years of the RIF program, that reading for

pleasufb increases, and that there is a hunger for books by children who

need them the most. Use of local Public and School libraries is also

greatly increased.

Mrs. Robert S. Mghamara conceived this idea about 7 years ago. She

appealed to the Ford Foundation to fund a pilot project in Washington, D.C.

With its success, it became a national program in 196$. Since then, project!

have mushroomed into more than 2S0 communities. More than 2 1/2 million

paperbacks have been distributed to children..

New Mexico is unique to have its State Library sponsor the program.

It is eapected that IASI boys and girls will receive at least $ books

of their own choice.

For Clovis, three distribution sites have been selected: The Girls'

Club, Grand Ave. Homes Meeting Room and Our Lady of Guadalupe School

meeting rum. The bunks selected fur S distributions are of 1st through

3rd grade reading level.

mrs. MLNaisars sums up the RIF philosophy as, "hit a gift, not of

Lau I. !MI t I I I f Ill 11 .1, 9
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"I don't know which one."
"Got any more dlno:aur books?"
"You can only take one."
"grin; me !eke 1,ok next timn."

"Oh! This one to in color!"
"I'm golug to take that, huh /"
"t fnund good coin."

"I want to keep this one."

bine renuested a "opy of "nem and lintels" like finnd
nPloltpd.
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000-tat CONCLUSIONS AND NEW BEGINNINGS

RIF projects in New Mexico were designed under Title I
as seed projects, to encourage local funding of similar projects in the future.
The concept of seeding can be interpreted in a broader sense, as well, to meanany improvement in the library's relationship and service to the community.
There is good evidence to show that in both interpretations of the word, the
seeds that were sown in New Mexico have taken root and should bear abundant
fruit. Here are some of the returns:

Steve Brogden reports from Taos that the school district and
local citizens and civic clubs are cooperating to provide funds to bring RIF
to seven hundred children in the third through sixth grades.

Espanola librarian, Celsa Quintana, received a New Mexico
Arts Commission grant after the summer project, and, working with Friends
of the Library and teachers, is currently involved in an active RIF program
for 180 children at the Fairview Elementary School.

After helping librarian Josephine Anderson with last summer's
RIF project, the Alamogordo Junior Woman's Club voted to try to raise moneyfor a similar project next summer.

Albuquerque and Farmington Public Libraries have expressed
interest in RIF for next year. Both are optimistic that local funding will
be available.

In Santa Rosa, the Moise Memorial Library indicates that
Beta Sigma Phi, a service sorority is interested in again working on RIF
with the library. From the small mountain community of Truchas, where
funding is not easily available for continuation of the project, comes a
note urging "continuation of funding for such programs, especially for
remote communities."

Beyond encouraging future projects, the seeds of improved
community relations and services have been planted in every community where
RIF projects were conducted. In a telephone survey each library involved
with RIF indicated a registration increase among their children.

Other benefits from the program have included: a better
working relationship between libraries and schools, increased interest in
the library by parents, and expanded participation of children in other
library programs such as story hour. A recent follow-up note from librarian'
Betty Lloyd of Arthur Johnson Memorial Library in Raton touches on several
of these areas.

"One school reported that their school library reported that
circulation has increased tremendously this year. They report 1,000 to 1,500
books being checked out each month... [The] principal feels that reading is
an .infectious thing. The children relay their enthusiasm to one another
We have noticed many of the parents of the children who received the RIF
books ha%..3 started coming to the library for reading materials."

1.9
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BEST COPY AVAILABLE
The RIF projects in New Mexico were the first administered

by a state library. From our participation we have developed insight into
problems that can be anticipated. Chief among these problems in a thinly
populated state like New Mexico is the logistical problem of getting the chil-
dren together on a given day. This can be overcome best by dovetailing sche-
dules with school schedules, by scheduling RIF projects to coincide with other
community events, or by volunteers who will provide car, gas, and time to
shuttle children to the project. A problem peculiar to New Mexico is the
provision of satisfactory materials in Spanish and Indian languages. This is
a problem common to all literacy programs in the state which will only be
solved when publishers find a way to deal with the difficulties of publishing
for a limited market.

Another valuable development from state library administration
of RIF is that we have developed a network of volunteers for statewide library
projects. The volunteer input was impressive both for the quality of the work
'and the enthusiasm with which it was accomplished. A letter of appreciation
was sent to each volunteer on the following list, but the state library wants
again to extend our thanks.

20

40



V
O
L
U
N
r
E
E
R
S

M
e
.
 
T
o
r
r
e
y
 
A
n
a
y
a
,
 
C
e
d
a
r
 
C
r
e
s
t
,
 
N
.
M
.
,
 
8
7
0
0
8

W
s
.
 
E
l
l
e
n
 
K
e
m
p
i
,
 
P
.
O
.
 
B
o
x
 
2
4
,
 
C
a
n
y
o
n
 
E
s
t
a
t
e
s
,
 
T
i
j
e
r
a
s
.
 
N
.
M
.
 
8
7
0
5
9

a
i
r
s
.
 
M
a
r
y
 
J
a
k
s
h
a
.
 
P
.
O
.
 
B
o
x
 
4
4
8
,
 
T
i
j
e
r
a
s
,
 
N
.
M
.
,
 
8
7
0
5
9

M
r
s
.
 
F
r
a
n
 
A
r
c
h
e
l
u
t
,
,
 
P
.
O
.
 
B
o
x
 
9
8
8
,
 
T
i
j
e
r
a
s
,
 
N
.
M
.
,

8
7
0
5
9

M
r
s
.
 
J
u
d
y
 
D
a
i
n
,
 
C
e
d
a
r
 
C
r
e
s
t
,
 
N
.
M
.
,

8
7
0
0
8

P
e
r
s
.
 
K
i
t
t
y
 
H
o
f
f
m
a
n
,
 
P
.
O
.
 
B
o
x
 
6
9
,
 
S
a
n
d
i
a
 
P
a
r
k
,
 
N
.
M
.
,

8
7
0
4
7

H
r
s
.
 
P
h
y
l
l
i
s
 
P
a
y
n
e
,
 
P
.
O
.
 
B
o
x
 
3
1
3
 
C
e
d
a
r
 
C
r
e
s
t
,
 
N
.
M
.
,

8
7
0
0
7

M
k
s
.
 
M
i
n
a
 
J
e
a
n
 
T
r
u
j
i
l
l
o
,
 
R
t
.
 
1
,
 
B
o
x
 
2
1
0
-
1
Q
.
,
 
S
a
n
t
a
 
F
e
,
 
N
e
w
 
M
e
x
i
c
o

8
7
5
0
1

M
r
s
.
 
S
u
s
a
n
 
S
a
m
u
e
l
s
o
n
,
 
P
.
O
.
 
B
o
x
 
1
9
3
,
 
S
a
n
t
a
 
C
r
u
z
,
 
N
e
w
 
M
e
x
i
c
o

8
7
5
6
7

H
r
s
.
 
E
l
e
n
a
 
D
u
t
c
h
o
v
e
r
,
 
P
.
O
.
 
B
o
:
:
 
6
4
0
,
 
E
s
p
a
n
o
l
a
,
 
M
e
,
 
M
e
x
i
c
o
 
8
7
5
3
2

M
o
r
s
.
 
E
v
e
l
y
n
 
M
.
 
E
g
l
i
,
 
B
o
x
 
3
0
8
1
 
F
a
i
r
v
i
e
w
 
S
t
.

E
s
p
a
n
o
l
a
,
 
N
e
w
 
M
e
x
i
c
o
 
8
7
5
3
2

M
t
.
 
J
o
h
n
 
J
o
h
n
s
o
n
,
 
4
4
3
2
 
5
 
A
l
a
b
a
m
a
 
A
v
e
n
u
e
,S
t
.
,

A
l
a
m
o
s
,
 
M
e
w
 
M
e
x
i
c
o
 
$
7
5
4
4

(
C
l
o
v
i
s
-
C
a
r
v
e
r
 
C
e
m
m
u
n
i
t
y
 
R
e
p
r
e
s
e
n
t
a
t
i
v
e
s
)

M
t
s
.
 
P
a
u
l
a
 
D
u
n
c
a
n

M
r
s
.
 
R
e
b
e
c
c
a
 
S
h
i
n
e
r

B
r
o
t
h
e
r
 
B
r
u
c
e
 
M
i
c
h
a
l
e
k

C
a
r
m
e
n
 
R
o
m
e
r
o

A
n
n
i
e
 
G
a
r
c
i
a

C
e
l
i
n
a
 
C
h
a
v
e
z

J
e
r
i
 
H
.
 
B
y
r
n
e
s

L
u
p
e
 
E
a
p
i
t
z

S
h
e
r
r
i
 
L
o
v
a
t
o

M
r
s
.
 
R
u
t
h
 
T
r
u
j
i
l
l
o
,
 
1
0
0
 
E
.
 
9
t
h
 
S
t
.
,
 
R
a
t
o
n
,
.
N
e
w
 
M
e
x
i
c
o

8
7
7
4
0

M
r
s
.
 
A
n
n
a
 
L
o
p
e
z
,
 
L
i
n
w
o
o
d
 
A
c
r
e
s
,
 
R
a
t
o
n
,
 
N
e
w
 
M
e
x
i
c
o

8
7
7
4
0

M
r
s
.
 
D
o
l
i
 
G
r
e
e
n
,
 
1
2
2
5
 
M
c
F
a
r
l
a
n
d
,
 
R
a
t
o
n
,
 
N
e
w
r
M
e
x
i
c
o

8
7
7
4
0

M
t
s
.
 
M
a
r
g
i
e
 
V
i
g
i
l
,
 
2
3
7
 
C
l
a
r
k
 
A
v
e
n
u
e
,
 
R
a
t
o
n
,
 
N
e
w
 
M
e
x
i
c
o

8
7
7
4
0

M
n
.
 
M
a
r
g
a
r
e
t
 
M
a
r
t
i
n
e
z
,
 
5
:
.
2
 
E
.
 
C
l
a
r
k
 
A
v
e
n
u
e
,
 
R
a
t
o
n
,
 
N
e
w
 
M
e
x
i
c
o

5
7
7
4
0

M
r
s
.
 
R
.
 
B
a
s
i
l
,
 
7
0
0
 
L
a
 
P
r
a
d
i
r
a
,
 
S
a
n
t
a
 
R
o
s
a
,
 
N
e
w
 
M
e
x
i
c
o

8
3
4
3
5

M
r
s
.
 
L
o
u
 
C
h
a
v
e
z
,
 
2
5
6
-
C
o
n
:
n
o
d
°
 
S
t
r
e
e
t
,
 
S
a
n
t
a
 
R
o
s
a
,
 
N
e
w
 
M
e
x
i
c
o

5
8
4
3
5

W
 
s
.
 
G
e
o
r
g
e
 
C
h
a
v
e
z
,
 
8
2
1
 
S
.
 
S
t
h
 
S
t
r
e
e
t
,
 
S
a
n
t
a
 
R
o
s
a
,
 
N
e
w
 
M
e
x
i
c
o

8
8
4
3
5

M
r
s
.
 
A
l
b
e
r
t
 
F
l
i
n
n
,
 
5
2
0
 
5
t
h
 
S
t
r
e
e
t
,
 
S
a
n
t
a
 
R
o
s
a
,
 
N
e
w
 
M
e
x
i
c
o
 
8
8
4
3
5

M
r
s
.
 
R
o
b
e
r
t
 
H
a
r
r
i
s
o
n
,
 
P
.
O
.
 
B
o
x
 
3
2
2
,
 
S
a
n
t
a
 
R
o
s
a
,
 
N
e
w
 
M
e
x
i
c
o

8
8
4
3
5

M
r
s
.
 
R
o
b
e
r
t
 
R
o
s
s
,
 
5
7
1
 
B
r
o
w
n
 
S
t
r
e
e
t
,
 
S
a
n
t
a
 
R
o
s
a
,
 
N
e
w
 
M
e
x
i
c
o

8
8
4
3
5

M
r
s
.
 
F
r
e
d
 
R
o
t
h
e
,
 
6
0
6
 
P
a
r
k
e
r
 
S
t
r
e
e
t
,
 
S
a
n
t
a
 
R
o
s
a
,
 
N
e
w
 
M
e
x
i
c
o

8
8
4
3
5

M
r
s
.
 
T
u
d
y
 
S
a
n
c
h
e
z
,
 
2
5
8
 
C
o
r
o
n
a
d
o
 
S
t
r
e
e
t
,
 
S
a
n
t
a
 
R
o
s
a
,
 
N
e
w
 
M
e
x
i
c
o

8
8
4
3
5

M
r
s
.
 
R
o
n
a
l
d
 
W
h
i
t
e
,
 
4
2
0
 
L
a
k
e
 
D
r
i
v
e
,
 
S
a
n
t
a
 
R
o
s
a
,
 
N
e
w
 
M
e
x
i
c
o

8
8
4
3
5

M
r
s
.
 
J
a
c
k
 
E
l
d
r
i
d
g
e
,
 
S
3
4
 
C
o
r
o
n
a
d
o
 
S
t
r
e
e
t
,
 
S
a
n
t
a
 
R
o
s
a
,
 
N
e
w
 
M
e
x
i
c
o
 
8
1
4
3
5

M
r
s
.
 
D
o
u
g
 
H
a
r
r
i
s
o
n
,
 
1
9
1
9
 
W
i
l
l
 
R
o
g
e
r
s
,
 
S
a
n
t
a
 
R
o
s
a
,
 
N
e
w
 
M
e
x
i
c
o
 
S
U
S
S

L
a
 
N
o
e
l
 
B
r
a
z
i
l
,
 
1
4
 
V
e
r
o
n
a
 
A
v
e
n
u
e
,
 
B
a
t
a
v
i
a
,
 
N
.
Y
.

1
4
0
2
0

D
e
b
b
i
e
 
T
e
n
p
l
e
,
 
S
t
a
t
e
 
F
i
s
h
 
H
a
t
c
h
e
r
y

M
t
s
.
 
T
o
m
 
J
o
h
n
s
o
n

M
r
s
.
 
C
a
t
h
i
 
B
u
s
b
y
,
 
2
3
1
4
 
1
5
t
h
 
S
t
r
e
e
t
,
 
A
l
a
m
o
g
o
r
d
o
,
 
N
e
w
 
M
e
x
i
c
o

$
8
3
1
0

M
r
s
.
 
L
o
u
i
s
e
 
L
i
n
d
l
e
y
,
 
2
3
2
3
 
U
n
i
o
n
,
 
A
l
 
m
o
g
o
r
d
o
,
 
N
e
w
 
M
e
x
i
c
o
 
8
3
3
1
0

M
t
s
.
 
A
l
i
c
e
 
M
i
l
l
e
r
,
 
R
t
.
 
1
,
 
B
o
x
 
2
5
2
5
,
 
L
a
 
L
u
z
,
 
N
e
w
 
M
e
x
i
c
o
 
8
8
3
3
7

M
t
.
 
E
r
n
e
s
t
 
H
i
l
l
,
 
2
2
3
 
M
a
r
y
l
a
n
d
,
 
A
l
a
m
o
g
o
r
d
o
,
 
N
e
w
 
M
e
x
i
c
o
 
1
$
3
1
0

J
a
c
q
u
e
 
R
i
c
e
,
 
P
.
O
.
 
B
o
x
 
6
3
,
 
S
p
r
i
n
g
e
r
,
 
N
e
w
 
M
e
x
i
c
o

5
7
7
4
7

D
o
l
o
r
e
s
 
A
r
e
l
l
a
n
o
,
 
P
.
O
.
 
B
o
x
 
4
3
3
,
 
S
p
r
i
n
g
e
r
,
 
N
e
w
 
M
e
x
i
c
o

$
7
7
4
7

N
e
l
l
 
C
a
l
d
w
e
l
l
,
 
P
.
O
.
 
B
o
x
 
1
2
8
,
 
S
p
r
i
n
g
e
r
,
 
M
e
w
 
M
e
x
i
c
o
 
$
7
7
4
7

M
r
s
.
 
J
a
n
i
c
e
 
R
e
e
d
,
 
S
o
z
o
t
i
-
o
,
 
N
e
w
 
M
e
x
i
c
o

5
7
5
0
1

M
r
.
 
L
u
i
s
 
L
o
p
e
z
,
 
S
o
c
o
r
r
o
,
 
M
e
w
 
M
e
x
i
c
o

$
7
$
0
1

B
 
o
l
e
r
o
s
 
W
e
i
 
M
a
r
t
i
n
e
z
,
 
S
o
c
o
r
r
o
 
C
o
n
s
o
l
i
d
a
t
e
d
 
S
c
h
o
o
l
s
,
 
S
o
c
o
r
r
o
,
 
M
e
w
 
M
a
l
i
c
e

C
a
r
e
l
 
D
a
l
C
u
r
t
o
,
 
8
0
6
 
l
a
c
e
r
s
 
M
e
o
w
s
,
 
&
X
:
,
 
S
e
c
e
r
r
e
,
 
M
o
w
 
M
i
m
i
c
.
 
1
0
$
0
l

V
O
L
I
D
I
T
E
E
R
S
 
(
c
o
n
t
i
n
u
e
d
)

l
a
r
b
a
r
a
 
T
o
r
r
e
s
,
 
3
2
8
 
S
c
h
o
o
l
 
o
f
 
M
i
n
e
s
 
R
o
a
d
 
N
.
M
.
,
 
S
o
c
o
r
r
o
,
 
N
e
w
 
M
e
x
i
c
o

8
7
8
0
1

H
r
s
.
 
M
a
r
i
l
y
n
 
P
e
t
s
c
h
e
k
,
 
1
2
1
6
 
S
o
u
t
h
 
D
r
i
v
e
,
 
S
o
c
o
r
r
o
,
 
N
e
w
 
M
e
x
i
c
o

8
7
8
0
1

H
r
s
.
 
A
l
i
c
e
 
S
a
n
f
o
r
d
,
 
1
3
0
2
 
N
o
r
t
h
 
D
r
i
v
e
,
 
S
o
c
o
r
r
o
,
 
N
e
w
 
M
e
x
i
c
o

8
7
8
0
1

H
r
s
.
 
K
a
y
 
K
r
e
h
b
i
e
l
,
 
7
0
S
 
F
i
t
c
h
 
N
.
W
.
,
 
S
o
c
o
r
r
o
,
 
N
e
w
 
M
e
x
i
c
o

3
7
8
0
1

A
r
s
.
 
E
l
l
i
e
 
G
e
l
h
a
r
,
 
1
2
1
1
 
A
p
a
c
h
e
 
D
r
i
v
e
,
 
S
o
c
o
r
r
o
,
 
N
e
w
 
M
e
x
i
c
o

8
7
8
0
1

H
r
s
.
 
H
e
l
e
n
 
J
o
h
n
s
o
n
,
 
8
0
1
 
S
c
h
o
o
l
 
o
f
 
M
i
n
e
s
 
R
o
a
d
,
 
S
o
c
o
r
r
o
,
 
N
e
w
 
M
e
x
i
c
o

8
7
8
0
1

H
r
s
.
 
C
a
r
o
l
 
S
u
m
m
e
r
s
,
 
1
0
S
 
M
c
C
u
t
c
h
e
o
n
 
A
v
e
n
u
e
,
 
S
o
c
o
r
r
o
,
 
N
e
w
 
M
e
x
i
c
o

8
7
8
0
1

M
r
s
.
 
Z
e
l
l
a
 
A
l
d
e
r
e
t
e
,
 
1
0
1
 
V
i
g
i
l
 
A
v
e
n
u
e
 
N
.
E
.
,
 
S
o
c
o
r
r
o
,
 
N
e
w
 
M
e
x
i
c
o

1
1
7
8
0
1

H
r
s
.
 
A
n
i
t
a
 
B
u
d
d
i
n
g
,
 
7
0
3
 
L
i
l
e
s
 
N
.
W
.
,
 
S
o
c
o
r
r
o
,
 
N
e
w
 
M
e
x
i
c
o

8
7
8
0
1

H
r
.
 
M
i
k
e
 
S
i
l
v
a
,
 
R
t
.
 
2
,
 
B
o
x
 
6
4
,
 
M
o
u
n
t
a
i
n
a
i
r
,
 
N
e
w
 
M
e
x
i
c
o

8
7
0
3
6

H
r
.
 
D
a
v
i
d
 
M
u
r
p
h
y
,
 
R
t
.
 
2
,
 
B
o
x
 
6
4
,
 
M
b
u
n
t
a
i
n
a
i
r
,
 
N
e
w
 
M
e
x
i
c
o

8
7
0
3
6

M
r
s
.
 
E
l
e
n
o
 
C
a
n
d
e
l
a
r
i
a
,
 
M
o
u
n
t
a
i
n
a
i
r
,
 
N
e
w
 
M
e
x
i
c
o

8
7
0
3
6

f
a
t
h
e
r
 
R
i
c
h
a
r
d
 
O
l
o
n
a
,
 
M
b
u
n
t
a
i
n
a
i
r
,
 
N
e
w
 
M
e
x
i
c
o
 
8
7
0
3
6

M
r
s
.
 
J
i
m
 
B
r
o
w
n
,
 
M
o
u
n
t
a
i
n
a
i
r
,
 
N
e
w
 
M
e
x
i
c
o

8
7
0
3
6

M
i
s
s
 
A
n
y
 
M
e
a
d
o
w
s
,
 
P
.
O
.
 
B
o
x
 
1
7
S
,
 
M
o
u
n
t
a
i
n
a
i
r
,
 
N
e
w
 
M
e
x
i
c
o

8
7
0
3
6

l
n
i
t
a
 
J
o
h
n
s
o
n
,
 
D
e
l
 
N
o
r
t
e
 
H
i
g
h
 
S
c
h
o
o
l
,
 
A
l
b
u
q
u
e
r
q
u
e
,
 
N
e
w
 
M
e
x
i
c
o

T
o
m
m
i
e
 
A
l
l
e
n
,
 
J
o
h
n
 
A
d
a
m
s
 
J
r
.
 
H
i
g
h
 
S
c
h
o
o
l
,
 
A
l
b
u
q
u
e
r
q
u
e
,
 
N
e
w
 
M
e
x
i
c
o

J
r
.
 
6
 
M
r
s
.
 
F
l
o
y
d
 
M
a
n
s
e
l
l
,
 
P
.
O
.
 
B
o
x
 
1
7
1
,
 
M
a
g
d
a
l
e
n
a
,
 
N
e
w
 
M
e
x
i
c
o
 
8
7
8
2
5

r
s
.
 
S
t
e
v
e
 
B
l
e
a
,
 
M
o
s
q
u
e
r
o
,
 
N
e
w
 
M
e
x
i
c
o

8
7
7
3
3

r
s
.
 
C
a
r
o
l
 
H
a
m
m
e
r
,
"
M
b
s
q
u
e
r
o
,
 
N
e
w
 
M
e
x
i
c
o

8
7
7
3
3

i
s
s
 
J
a
n
e
 
R
o
b
y
,
 
M
o
s
q
u
e
r
o
,
 
N
e
w
 
M
e
x
i
c
o

8
7
7
3
3

r
s
.
 
V
i
r
g
i
n
i
a
 
S
e
l
f
,
 
R
o
y
,
 
N
e
w
 
M
e
x
i
c
o

5
7
7
4
3

r
s
.
 
R
u
t
h
 
G
i
l
m
o
r
e
,
 
R
o
y
,
 
N
e
w
 
M
e
x
i
c
o

0
7
7
4
3

J
r
.
 
A
l
l
a
n
 
F
l
o
e
r
s
h
e
i
m
,
 
R
o
y
,
 
N
e
w
 
M
e
x
i
c
o
 
8
7
7
4
3

t
i
s
s
 
M
a
r
i
l
y
n
 
H
e
r
m
a
n
n
,
 
R
o
y
,
 
N
e
w
 
M
e
x
i
c
o
 
8
7
7
4
3

l
a
v
i
n
a
 
G
a
l
l
e
r
i
t
o
,
 
P
.
O
.
 
S
o
x
 
1
7
6
,
 
H
o
s
t
e
l
e
r
°
,
 
K
e
w
 
M
e
x
i
c
o
 
$
8
3
4
0

A
d
e
l
e
 
S
h
a
n
t
a
,

to
N

b
N

a
IN

IN
a

to
to

an
aa

N
N

. t
o

IN
 N

N
W

4
a

a
a

I
M

W
IN

N
??

N
a

a
to

IN
IN

IN
IN

a
a

a
le

IN
IN

IN
IN

I
S

IN
N

N
N

N
IN

N
IN

N
N

N
N

N
e
s

C
a
r
o
l
 
C
a
r
r
i
l
l
o
,

t
e
e
n
 
R
l
i
n
e
k
o
l
e
,

L
a
n
i
c
e
 
K
a
w
a
y
k
l
e

L
o
n
n
a
 
K
a
w
a
k
l
a

F
l
o
r
e
n
c
e
 
R
o
c
h
o

M
a
r
y
 
L
o
u
 
k
a
n
s
e
w
a
h

B
e
r
n
a
d
e
t
t
e
 
C
a
r
r
i
l
l
o

F
a
y
e
 
K
a
y
d
o
h
z
i
n
n
e

E
u
n
i
c
e
 
T
o
r
r
e
s

E
v
a
d
e
=
 
P
l
a
t
t
e

L
a
 
V
e
d
a
 
H
e
s
e
t
e
s
o
w
i
t

1
7
8
0
1

r-
4

-
C

4
t
i
o
l

ga
l



REST COPY AVAILABLE

a.rt.06 41044.pireti.& (11.41 iluIWAI
Wi0, OnO huhido Ui401

dupt. ii, IY4

Rift 771/446:04.4;4.
4/.4. .71/0444.. A-Atte

40 #11.. elta4A4.0.4/ .6yi4d .114t* 'etelia° '44 A's'

rs.4...104 04St " .44;

Thu Onading-lalkn-dmental rrogrnm

To Whom It Max Conenrnt

It wee ay rrivilege to work with !Doody Anderson, Childronal
Librnrion or City or rdrmingtonrublicaLlbrary, in the Reading
'Is-Pun-dowc.tol Progrnm during this summer. The children
from yoCornick saementory School were my croup.

One mother nttended the preliminary meeting, brought her sonW the library for tho rrovum and was svallable rov transpor-
tntion ror other children.

It is our Lor.e nt least, some or the children ;".:s took
04WIntnes or the Nending-Is-Pun-dnmental program will have
established a lire -long, pending habit and will find hurt rosding
is truly fun siwell nu educational.

We Appreciated this program's being set up in our community
by Mr. Anderson. (Thank you, Woody.)
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Avarll P. Plowman (Mrs.).-

Dear, nre. Oillontino

!WI p.m for sorting the loiter ottroosing your thanks tor or help in the
Ma. grecrata this sunmer. 3..ter 1 fount it dittioult to find ths address,
st the plass to shish to write, is tent,. SO it tho lottnt IS 4+1,406.

Also, would you please send Si s seep it the final reprt that is bland sent

is all partisipating libraries. to fleeing, please tIM a eepy et my Awe

crith of address', phone pusher, and silty. loop ay mares in mind asst time.

fogyish so to perform tor a Hoary !natio. I shall do is gladly. slim a

toe" ranging from 11,00 to 61.00.

leers truly,
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bar Kr Anderson.

It wee s whine pleasure to help with the R.I.P. progrom this susser. All

of the children tht 1 had any sontast with displayed sush happiness in seleating

their very own books.

Kicked 1sttie, s very shy little boy just Oswald when Ito went hose with his

tirst selestions end you just know how very pleased he was when he said, flew I

have books the. ore Wet for se.' .

Kos Mitehelli the nether et two boys who portisipated, aid they' were se

proud of the books tnsy got end enjoyed reading thee so much she was ours tnat

they would try even harder to do well in school this year.
o

Bonnie Sots sotnsr said he told his gth trod, brother. Iles what 1 got for

reeding good--you should learn to rood good toe.'

hope we will be able to hevo.on oven SOPS extensive propos nest peer. Thanks

for letting is help.
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Some substantive evaluation of reading scores showing the
effect of RIF participation was important, but the two Control Projects
planned originally were not cowpleted because of school personnel changes.
However, Janice Reed and Dorothy Holmes of the Socorro project included

such ar evaluation. Janice shared her findings with us:

Seoorro Junior High School
Socorro, New Mexico 87801
January 10, 1975

Ns. Jane Callintim
State Library .

P. 0. Box 1629
Santa Fe, New Mexico

Dear Jane

Children participating in the.RIF program were tested in the

spring of 1974 and again in the fall with the Stanford Diagnostic
leading Test-Level II-Form W. Of the 27 children participating in
loading Is FOndsmental, the following results were shown!

2 moved and were not tested
5 lost in reading ability
4 remained the same
2 gained 1 month.
1 gained 2 months
1 gained 4 months
1 gained 6 months
2 gained 7 months
1 gained 9 months
3 gained 1 year
1 gained 1 year and 1 month
1 gained 1 year and 3 months
1 gained 1 year and 5 months
1 gained 1 year and 6 months
1 gained 3 years

Because testing usually shows a loss of reading growth over the

summer, we felt RIF was a definite help to the participants.

*rely,8

isi
0.1444040AIL
co Reed, Reading Upecialist

Such longitudinal testing, especially with a larger sample,
would be most valuable in establishing an affirmative basis on which to
expand Reading Is FUN-damental projects.



In looking back, was RIF successful? For the boy who asked for

a dinosaur book, "just like" his friend's . . for the little girl who had

always wanted to have her'own Charlotte's Web . . . for the boy, who had to be

told over and over he could keep his book . . . RIF was successful. For the

many who took books for their brothers and sisters, for their uncles and .

friends and mothers, . . . RIF was successful. For the autistic child whose

RIF book brought a smile to his face . . . and for the friends who carefully

selected together so that they could share later on RIF was successful.-

For those of us who typed and talked and wrote and planned

. for those librarians and volunteers who worked so unselfishly, RIF

was an experience . . . a rich experience in learning and planning together,

in communicating and understanding each other. And if we grew in these ways,

then for us, too . . RIF was successful.
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APPENDIX

I. a) Letter of invitation to first general

RIF information meeting

b) Lists of invitees

c) Enclosure to school superintendents

d) Enclosure to Council of Governments

o) Letter of thanks for participation

page

i

ii

iii

iv

v

II. a) Follow-up letter vi

b) Letter enclosure - reprint of Harris Survey vii

c) Clippings from RIF Newsletter Vol. 3 Issue 3 viii

d) One page flyer that was attached to NMSL Hitchhiker ix

:III. a) Sample letter to N.M. public librarians

b) Return coupon for more information.

c) "A Reading Program that Works" by James Daniel
reprint from Reader's Digest, Feb. 1974

IV. a) RIF philosophy and requirements

b) Application form

c) Workshop announcement.

d) List of workshop participants

o) News release
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CO 011atkiiVE C44t4444dEA,

DEPARTMENT HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE
OFFICE OF EDUCATION

WAIININGTON. D.C. MOS

Dear Colleague:

Appendix I (c)

Reading is Fundamental (m) is a program working cloaaly
with the Ri,zht to Rtnd effort. RIF is a prop,: developed

through private efforts to provide celf4elected books to
children.

As you well blow, the lmtcat tccbniewl.s. proGrnmaxxlchings
and dnvinnc will not ,!eilt: unlwn a chIld 1,7:s.nta to rml. This

18 what ICIi° i3 670=.0t,0 VaGiV:;:.to a Ci13.34. tO wane to mid.

RIF's objetivea are to at child to =valence-and
pleamure found in boon and to encourrre W..-a to develop and
fellow hi3 own inters is through books ha selocts. R17 has

operate:i in paw rural and urban areas to'c;ive books new

value una inwapuetivc.

This nation1,1 activity being advanced by volunteer leadership
10 cotzpicOly co7) tible with the Right to Rfad effort. The

enclosed joint Rizht to Fwd-RIF sugGestiona are commended
for .your consideration and oupport.

ria you would like additional publications or inforration

about RIF, plt.:aze contact: Mrs. Eleanor Smollgr, Reading is
rundamentml, Smithsonian Institution, Arta sad Induutries
Build/Ng, Washington, D.C. 20560. Her nur in (202) 381-
6117.._ c499.,(4) 1/445 MAL- ZZAA-) >9)e-o;w .e/P'

Enclosures

Since/ply ,your

e.:"'".;'" . l<,..7.---67--efePflorr,(1
(1,4'4,,e71,..A.,:.:1. sli,e-,,;,/,;;..,;,4:14,''' ','

Ruth Love Holloway
Director
Right to Read Program



September 12, 1973

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

NEW MEXICO STATE LIBRARY
P. O. 00X 1629 SANTA PC 7601

C, EDWIN DOWUN, State Librarian

(11011) 617.2103

Appendix I (d)

We would appreciate your passing these on to interested people
and groups in your area.
Some suggestions:

Civic service clubs such as Kivanis, Rotary, Lions, etc.,
and their auxiliaries

AAUW Chapters
Junior Chamber of Commerce

RIF is accepted as
national projects for
these groups

Church auxiliaries, Women's Clubs, Retired 'Citizens groups

Professional groups such as B&PW, Credit Women's Clubs,
Teacher's Associations

Volunteer organiiations.

School districts, BIA personnel, and some state-organized
groups have been contacted, but local community leaders
can best be identified by you, and we appreciate your
cooperation very much. If you need further information,
please contact me.

Extra copies of the letter, Appendix I (a),.were sent to the
Council of Governments district offices for them to distribute.
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NEW MEXICO STATE LIBRARY
P. O. SOX 1115 SANTA FE 7501 (505) 1127 1103

C. EDWIN DOWLIN, State Librarian

00° Appendix I (e)

October 10, 1973

Dear

Thank you for attending the RIP meeting on Tuesday, September 25th.
We hope you are enthusiastic about developing a RIP project in
your area and can interest other people with the idea.

The film, "Bequest of Wings," is currently available for loan
from the State Library. If you have need for additional material
or information, we will try to supply you, or you can write the
Regional Office:

Mrs. Barbara Ronan
3.501 East Cypress

Phoenix, Arizona 85008

Suggestions for funding sources arc to be found in the RIP Guide to
developing a program, as well as other good ideas and possibilities.

Please let us hear from you if we can help with additional contacts
or information.

Sincerely,

(Mrs.) Jane Gillentine
Program Coordinator

JG/jv

10/10/73

This letter was mailed to all the people who attended.



REST COPY AVAILABLE Appendix II (a)

This went to newspapers, television and radio

Managers with the attached "blurb"

About RIF

As a follow-up to the Reading Is Fundamental meeting on
September 25, sponsored by the State Library and the State
Planning Office, we would appreciate your participation in
using the RIF public service spots on your station or in
your newspaper. The attached evaluations will suggest the
impact RIF programs could have on educationally deprived
New Mexico children who lack adequate communication skills
for educational success.

Inquiries about RIF projects are being received regularly
by the State Library and there are three projects in the
planning stages. We are anxious for as many people as
possible to understand the objectives of the program, and
to participate in bringing RI!: to their own communities.

If you have not received the commercials, please contact:

Shirley Katzander
572 Madison Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10022
(212) 752-9042

Thank you for your help in this matter.

Sincerely,

(Mrs.) Jane Gillentine,
Program Coordinator

JG/jv

enclosure:

cc: Barbara Ronan

vi
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"BE A

GIVE A CHILD

A 800K" --4onan

A pkopan devetoped thAu pAivate e66oAt4 to give ehiaten book4

- -bootie ehiLdten aeleet themselvesto motivate them to mad.

When MU. Robert S. Mc ianalue
gave a book to a child eke was tutoning

In Wallington V. C. I teamed that
no one in the ekitd'e iamilg had evek

owned a book...RIF loati born.

The film, BEQUEST OF WINGS, tells the story I., can be borrowed from Jane Gillentine, Program
Coordinator at the State Library. Jane also offers to help you In any way she can.

1

What
Can we do f

IDENTIFY g DOCUMENT THE NEED

The SANTA FE KEY CLUB, a Kiwani4 eponeoked youth group,

Lo planning a RIF potoject in Santa Fe.

Run a profile of your own
Work through

...schools

...child federations

...boys' clubs

....churches

...neighborhood centers
Select target group. by age or grade
Involve parents

R

E

S

0

U

R

E

S

PUBLICITY READY TO USE

for local & television publicity -
Free professionally produced announcements

for Information & suggestions about effective
contacts with newspapers and radio & TV stations

Write tos Shirley Katzander
572 Madison Avenue
New Yorx, N.Y. 10022

MO are beginning to hear one or two daily announcements
in the Santa Pe area, but other towns might need requests
made by Wail citizens to encourage their WM. experience
has shown that local requests to the media have produced
the most response and made the best impression.

2 GET HELP

National RIF Office will send you

... suggesticns about organizing

...lists of books recommended for purchase

...names of publishers giving special

discounts for RIF programs
Information about RIF

RIF representatives like Barbara Ronan
are available for workshop' on specific
organizations of projects as well as the

initial concept presentation.

POTENTIAL FUNDING SOURCES

I6 you want a meeting

Write to Barbara Ronan.

Western Regional RIF Office
3301 East Cypress
Phoenix, Arizona 85008

Plan a campaign to arouse interest
Include newspaper, TV & radio publicity
Make a list

...of people to invite.

...possible local funding sources

...active volunteer or club groups

...identified needs representatives

Local businessmen
Local businesses like gas plants, utility companies, mining companies, bankers' groups,

& those that want some public relations exposure
PTA
Ladles' clubs

Church auxiliary groups
Civic Clubs & their auxllary groups
Professional organizations like 0 & PW, Credit Women's Associations, Pilot Clubs 57
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NEW MEXICO STATE LIBRARY
P.O. PDX WO SANTA FE 17101 (11011) 8272103

Mr. John Smith
P.O. Box 8745

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87111

Dear Mr. Smith;

C. EDWIN DOW LI N, State Librarian

March 11, 1974

Appendix III (a)

Approximately 18!1 million Americans, 16 years of age and older, arc functional
illiterates.

In the average public library Summer Reading Program, about 47% of the enrollees
fail to complete the requirements.

Non-readers continue to be non-readers - if no one ever helps them to want to
read. And libraries continue to serve the few who read.

Are you interested in a Summer Program that is not only for tnis year but also
for the future? A get-a-kid-into-books program that works? A READING iS FUN-
damental program that makes books a way of life not only for reluctant young
readers but also for parents who have been non-library users?

RIF motivates children to read with a simple device: It gives them an oppor-
tunity to choose for thumselvvs, from a wide variety of attractive, inexpensive
paperbacks, the books that interest them; and it lets them keel the books.

RIF has demonstrated that important motivational and educational strides can be
achieved if books are made available to those who need them most - children who
do not have books of their own.

RIF programs, ordinarily, arc locally funded, but to introduce the program in
New Mexico the State Library will provide special grants this summer in a
number of communities, hoping that local interest will be stimulated to con-
tinue the program in the future.

If you believe that READING IS FLJN- damental and you are interested in more
information, please fill out the attached blank and return to the Library
Development Division no later than March 25th. We will send you details about
this popular nationwide program so you can decide whether you would like to
try a RIF program in your community and whether you might be eligible to qualify
for a special summer reading grant from the State Library.

Sincerely,

(Mrs.) Jane Gillentine,
Program Coordinator

JG/jv

x 68

Letter sent to all Public
Librarians with Reader's
Digest excerpt: attached
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Appendix III (b)

Yes, I believe that READING IS FUN-damental, and I would like to know more
about the program and what the qualifications are to receive a State Library

special summer reading grant.

Librarian

library

Appendix III (c)

By James Daniel

"A Reading Program That Words"

American Education (August /September '73)

Removed due to copyright restrictions

Yes, I bellow, that READING IS FUN- damental , and I would 1ke to know more
about the program and what the qualifications arc to receive a State Library

special summer reading grant.

Librarian

rary

xi 89



Appendix IV (a)

RIF READING IS FUN-DAMENTAL RIF

We are glad to know you are interested in knowing more about READING IS FUN-

DAMENTAL. The Summer Reading grants from the State Library will be made with

the following agreements.

... about RIF

The library and community group accept the basic HP concepts of motivation
and enthusiasm through allowing children to choose attractive books of their

own to keep. RIF books should be paperback format and be given to participating
children on a non-competitive basis in a three-time distribution.

... about target group

This summer project is to be considered as "outreach." In keeping with the
national RIF objectives, it must be directed toward a group of children from
"non-user" parents, and in order to be considered successful, will be able to
show some kind of project involvement by these parents. This may take the form
of help with distribution, encouraging library usage by their children, using

the library themselves, etc. The number of target group children to be involved
will be best determined by participating libraries and cooperating volunteers.
The number must be a manageable one and your decisions about target group numbers
should be realistic and specific.

... about manpower

The Summer Reading grant will need people with time to devote to the project.
Your community group may be an organization such as garden club, woman's club,

P,T.A., church or civic auxi liaries, etc. , or May be a group of no less than

five interested, committed citizens. Your application should specify the group
and include an explanation of their proposed contribution to the project. It

must be clearly understood by participating libraries and volunteers that RIF

is not a "do-gooder" project. Rather, the stated objective is to encourage
reading improvement and interest through a motivation channel not always avail-

able in more structured settings. It should be a happy, positive experience
for everyone, with the children encouraged to choose what appeals to them.

... about evaluation

Some projects will be designated as "Control Projects." These will provide

useful reading level information and comparative data. The State Library will

coordinate and assist with precise evaluation procedures for both "Control
Projects" and all R1F project Ilb.raries.

about books and ordering

The National. RIF organization will conduct a workshop with specific demon-
strations and information about how you order books, publisher and distributor



discounts, use of volunteers, mechanics and techniques for distribution... all
you need to know with time to ask questions and receive answers. This workshop
will be held in Albuquerque, April 29 and 30. You and your "chief volunteer"
should attend to find out these important facts. Up to $50 of your grant money
may be used to help defray expenses, if this is needed.

... about publicity

Publicity for the project will be handled locally, but national RIF publicity
material may be utilized when needed. All state television and radio stations
and newspapers have received RIP information and some of this material is
currently in use. Publicity for local projects Must be planned for maximum
community interest and impact--involve the basic RIP concept us it relates to
real local activity.

Enclosed is an application for participation. Deadline for returning this
is April 17. The State Library Commission will assist with funding qualified
projects. For example, a State Library Summer 121F grant of $150 will provide
five books apiece for approximately SO children. (Special RIP discounts make
this possible). A State Library grant of $150 plus local money of $150 would
make RIF possible for 100 children. A project should probably consist of no
more than 100 children, although exceptions will be considered. Please consider
the target groups in your community... Plan with interested volunteers... Call
us if you need to talk it over.

If you expect to use a portion of your grant money for workshop expenses,
please note this on your application. The State Library will compute your
grant amount with this consideration.

Jane Gillentine
Program Coordinator
New Mexico State Library
Santa Fe, New Mexico
April 3, 1974

xv

Mailed to Public Libraries
with application blank.



Appendix 1V (b)

I would like to apply for a special summer READING 1S FUN-damental grant

for Library.

Population of community (1970 census)
Population under 14 years
Total library registration
Library registration under 14 years

Area of community with smallest number of total library registrations: Identify

geographically and describe population (income level, education, other factors

relating to non-library use)

1111.11.1111.111.-..0 ..
Number of children grades K-3 in above area to be reached by RIP project

(Other age groups may be eligible if need can be established.)

Would you be willing and able to work with your school district to provide an

evaluation involving reading level growth/decline?

Available location for distribution

Will you collect, organize and submit to NMSL these basic evaluation requirements?

Number of children involved
Number of books distributed
Publicity samples, including pictures
Specific (quoted) reactions of volunteers and members of target group (taped

comments arc preferable if possible)
Your own reactions and specific impact on library.

Name(s) of organization(s) or number of type of community volunteers who under-

stand and believe in the purpose of the project and have promised to help with

publicity, transportation, distribution, etc.

What help have they agreed to give?

Signature of person who will coordinate

volunteers in above activities

Will require workshop expenses

Jn/lrinh

,a
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Appendix IV (c)

Monday, April 29
ucsdny hpril 30

r-i

V., 1,4

$3.00

Registration foe

includes coffee and.

lunch on Monday

payebio at door

Novjo Division of fd,..!.cltion*
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WORKSHOP

HOLIDAY INN
2020 Monaul N.E.

1nAM TO L1PM

further quesiicns?

contar:t Jane, Giliontino

New Mexico State Library

827 2103

Santa Fe
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State
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t 10%1
5 Alt,01.W..
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07:0
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tly
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..400

(12.00 2nd floor)......
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01:ove
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(1(.O0 2nd fluor)

$18.01.
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1 ! 1 C. EDWIN DOWLIN, Stare Librarian

Appendix IV (d)

May 1, 1974 LIST OF PEOPLE ATTENDING RIF WORKSHOP
APRIL 29 fl 30, 1974

1. Jane Roby
Mosquero, NM 87733

2. Lou Brooke
Southwestern Regional Library
1001 West Street
Silver City, NM 88061

3. Faye Lerman
Eastern Plains Regional Library
P.O. Box ] 191

Tucumcari, NM 88401

4. Mike Silva
Mountainair, NM

S. Ed Gurulc

Box 336
Cuba, NM 87103

6. Mrs. Vi Hollis
Northeastern Regional Library
Box 97
Cimarron, NM

7. Jay Johnstone
Northwesrern Regional Library
315 W. Reinken
Bolen, NM

8. Floyd Mansell
c/o Magdalena Schools
Magdalena, NM 87825

9. Paul Tatter
Rt. 4 Box ]4D
Santa Fe, NM 87501

10. (;I soy, Lwrence
Youth Development Program
Navajo Nation.

Window Rod:, Arizona 86515

11. Katy Retan
Southeastern Regional Library
P.O. box 5l7
Lovingtoa, NM 88260

64 xviii

12. Marilyn Herman
Roy Schools
Roy, NM 87743

13. Virginia Self
Roy, NM 87743

14. Mrs. Janet M. Langford
Rt. 5 Box 5437
Albuquerque, NM 87123

15. Frank Gwynn
Allied Book & Educational Resources
1597 San Mateo Lane
Santa Fe, NM 87501

16. Mrs. Ruth Wuori, Librarian
Clovis-Carver Public Library
115 West 8th
Clovis, NM 88101

17. Mrs. Celsa Quintana, Librarian
Espanola Public Library
P.O. Box 848
Espanola, NM 87532

18. Mrs. Betty Lloyd, Librarian
Arthur Johmson Memorial Library
244 Cook Avenue
Raton, NM 87740

19. Glee Wenzel
Santa Fe Public Library
P.O. Box 2247
Santa Fe, NM 87501

20. Mrs. Concha Encinias, Librarian
Noise Memorial Library
208 Sth Street
Santa Rosa, ti 88435

21. Mrs. Margaret Laumbach, Librarian
Fred Maearon Library
P.O. BGX 726
Springer, NM 87747

22. Steve Rroden, Librarian
Harwood Foundation Library
P.O. Box 766
Taos, NM 87571
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23. Fern Cooper
Youth Social Development
NAD
Mescalero, NM 88340

24. Mrs. Jo Anderson
Alamogordo, NM

25. Woody Anderson
412 East Tycksen
Farmington, NM 87401

26. Mrs. Avis Southall
Farmington, NM

27. Elena 1)uchover

Espanola, NM 87532

28. Ruth Trujillo
Raton, NM

29. Lois Thomas
Santa Rosa Schools
Santa Rosa, NM

30. Ceorgia Brisell
Santa Rosa, NM

31. Muriel Rideman
Taos, NM

32. Elaine Oravecz
Roosevelt A. Montoya School
Tijeras Canyon
New Mexico

33. Mrs. Enneking

34. Kitty Hoffman
San Antonito, NM

35. Phyllis Payne
San Antonito, NM

36. Johnny Caton
Mbuquerque, NM

37. Albert Ortega
Santa Fe Schools
Santa Fe, NM

38. Antonio Lopez
Santa Pc School!,
Santa Fe, NM

xix

39. Robert A. Lopez
Santa Fe Schools
Santa Fe, NM

40. Doris Gregor
New Mexico State Library

41. JoAnn Varela
Now Mexico State Library

42. Sandra Haug
New Mexico State Library

43. Jane Gillentine
New Mexico State Library

44. Alta Padilla
Magdalena, NM

45. Rita Tannan
Santa Fe Public Schools
Santa Fe, NM 87501

46. two women came with Rita
Tanen

48. Five Indian students
from Alamo came with
Floyd Mansell c/o Magdalena Schools
Magdalena, NM 87825

53. Dorothy Holmes, Librarian
Socorro Public Library
401 Park Street NW
Socorro, NM 87801

54. three volunteers and one mother
came with Mrs. Holmcs.

Total attending: 58

.



Monday, April 29
Yuosday April 30

FOR IMEDIATE RELFASF.

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

10AM TO 4 P.M

Community representatives of attended a training

workshop for the Reading Is Fundamental project involving

children in the area. R I F is a nationalscrganization which promotes

motivation for reading by allowing children to select and to keep books

of their on choice. The R I F project for this community is made

possible through the cooperative efforts of the Public

Library and the New Mexico State Library. The interest and support

(community group)
of tho were the key factors in bringing

RI F to

The two day Reading Is FUN-damental workshop was held in Albuquerque

April 29 and 30 to train community representatives and public librarians

end a group of Navajo volnntcers to conduct R I F programs in 22

communitie!. this summer. Participants heard about the ordering and

distribution procedures for "R I P days" whereby certain groups of

children will beal/owed to select and keep books of their choice.

Members of the National Foundation who conducted the workshop

were Barbara Ronan of Scottsdale, Arizona, Donna Stevenson, Maurine

McDonald from Washington, D.C., and Tina Bradley of Phovnix, Arizona.

R I F promotes motivation for reading by allowing children to select

and keep books of their own Choice.

The New Mexico State Library spearheaded the development of

projects in the state and in cooperation with public libraries sponnored

the present projects. Approximately MSS children in the state will

receive at least five books of their own choice. Communities include

lijeras, Alamogordo, La Luz, Socorro, Espanola, Farmington, Raton,

Santa Rosa, Springer, Tnos, Clovis, Alamo, Mescalero, Roy, Musquero,

Canoneito, Truchas, Ojo Save°, Mountainair, Tesuque, Punta and Manzano.
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