DOCUNENT RESUNE
ED 100 180 PL G06 636

TITLE [ Summary of the Proceedings of the Second Meeting of
the Committee for General and Technical Education to
Assess Progress in Modern lLanguage Teaching in Member
States of the CCC. )

INSTITUTION Council of Europe, Strasbourg (France). Committee for
General and Technical Education.

REPORT NO CCC-EGT=74-2

PUB DATE " 13 Mar 74 T

NOTE 15p.

EDRS PRICE MP-$0,75 HC=$1.50 PLUS POSTAGE

DESCRIPTORS Adult Fducation; Conference Reports; Language;

*Language Instruction; *Language Programs; *Lanquages
for Special Purposes; *Second Language Learning;
Second Languages; Teacher Education

ABSTRACT

This report summarizes the proceedings of a meeting
held to assess foreign language instruction in member states of the
Council for Cultural Cooperation and to plan future CCC activities.
Progress has been made in determining the basic skills and lexicon
needed for primary language competence, and it is hoped that a
unit/credit plan will lead to coordination of media-based language
learning in Europe. There was discussion of training language
teachers, study abroad for such teachers, international language
certification, teaching languages for special purposes, and
publication and dissemination of research and information on language
teaching. (CK)




ED120180 ~

BEST COPY AVMILABLE

COUNCIL OF EUROPE
CONSEILDE L' EUROPE

Strasbourg 13 March 1974 CCC/EQT (74) 2
COMMITTEE FOR GENERAL AND TECHNICAL EDUCAT ION
Second meeting of experts to take stook of the
progress so far achieved in modern language teaching
in member states of the CCC and to plot
the main activities for the future
Strasbourg 3 - 4 December 1973
RE PORT
M cATION b meLrant
W "“':"2:52}:'.;'.:‘ 'f o e
vy pﬁﬁ§l§;fft.ﬂifvn?@
0 SR S A
w + A 3 .
Q
Q
~ 34,449
' oY,2

9

L1V



-1 - CCC/EGT (74) 2

I. Openirg of the meeting SEST COPY AVAILABLF

Tre meetirs was opened by Mr H L Beesley, Deputy Director
of Education, who acted as Chairman. ‘!e weclccmed the
participants (see Appendix) and, recalling the letter of
convocatlon, stated the aims of the meating. 1973 had baoen
duclarsd a yeor of stocktaking and evaluatlon as far as the
modern language programme was concerned: "the CCC has asked
vs to review the pest in ovder to prepare the future',

Mo Boeoley want ¢ to glve an account of sl.e Juna 1973 maeting
which ook stock of the modern larguage activitles of tne
Committee for Gensral and Techniecal Lducation and produced a
numher ¢ saggestions for future work. (Report - document
DECS/LGT (72) ul4)

II. Aims

As has been indicated, this was the sccond of two meetings
with the purpose of taking stock of the CCC modern language
programmne . Its a‘*ms, more preclsely, were:

1. to review the modern language activities of the
Committees for Higher Education and Kesearch and
for Out-of-School Education and Cultural Development,
thus completing th2 stock-taking of the CCC's modern
language programme; .

2. to nake suggestions for a "coherent, medium-term
programma of ection" for submission to the CCC, and
subsequent implcmentaticn by its permanent committces.

III. Conclusions

A. Stocktaking and evaluation

An account of the modern language activities carried out
by the Committee for Higher Education und Risearch (CHER)
fdoc. CCC/ESR (73) 89) had been przpared ror this meeting
by the Secretariat. A p.ogress report (decc. CCC/EES (73) 26)
on the research and development prozramme for a kuropean
unit/cred it system for modern larguage learning by adults had
been prepared by the Prnject Director, Profzssor J L M Trim,
ror the October 1973 meeting of the CCC's Steering Group on
Educational Technolcgy, and the Uth session of the committee
for Out-of-School Education and Cultural Develorment in
November 1973. The repor%, being an up-to-date account of
that committec's part of the CCC's modern language programme,
vas submitted by the Szerctariat ©o this sacond sto:ltaking
macting. professor Trim introduced his report and answered
questions from members of the group.
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The work on the project began in late 1971 when a group of
experts was given th task of investigating the feasikility of
a European unit/credit schemc for adult language learning,
with the aim of placing at the disposal of adult languaga
learncrs a multi-faceted learning systom adapted to their
individual necds and objectives, and suitable for use within a
framuowork of permancnt and raecusrrant cducation. This required
an oricntation towards language learning with rather specific
objecetlves which school systems, in the pursuit of general
educctlonal objeetivus, would not norimally adopt.

It was therefora felt netessary to investigate the
possibllitics of making avaliable to mature learners an
apparatus of languugce learning, diversificd as to languare,
lcvel, and special direction of learning - through the use of
the devices of modern tochnolozy.

At the same time, it was recognised that there were lilcely
to be certaln languages of which a generalised knowledge, for
gencralised socilal purposcs at a rather elementary level, would
st1ll be requircd,

A sub-group was sct up, under the direction of Mr Richterich,
for the collection of information on the pattern of language use,
patterns of axisting adult language study and of estimated
national and individual language needs. This group is currcntly
devceloping in co-opgration with the Austrian Zentrai Institut
fUr Stutistik a quostionnaire to be included in the next
Austrian micro-census devoted to establishing the use madc of
foreign languages by the Austrian population.

A second fundamental research projcet in progress 1is what
might be called the "anatomisation" of languags learning
objectives by attempting to derive, from the structure of the
social situations in which the members of a speech community arc
involvaed, the charactceristic speech evenis and spaech acts
which are required of those participating in these situations.
The language thoese people must learn in ordo. to be able to
participate effectively and carry out the speaoch acts required
can then be derived from these actual speech acts. This
vork has kept a rusearch worker, Dr, Bung, occupied for thc
better part of 1973. It is intended to hold in the near future,
on the basls of this project, an intensive working meeting for
the purpose of producing a document which will be a substantial
classification of language functions.

Dr. van Ek of Utrecht has been given the task of produc ing
a specification in operational terms of the different skills
required for, and the lexical content of, a threshold leval
of language competence - which would seem an appropriate primary
language learning objcctive of a gencraliscd nature, and may be
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uscd as the basis for large-scale multi-medla courses addressed
to the genaeral adult population, TC may also act as a
specification of objectives for courses of all kinds and further,
perhaps, for som: agsasoment, and even qualifications which

may then be comparable on an international scala. The r.cxt
stop wlll be to expand the different levels of lingulstic
proficieney and different speclalised dlroctilons.

Thirdly. 1t 1s hopcd that the unit/zredit project will
leed to Incrzased pracustion and possible co-ord.inaticn 1 medla-
pascd learning systens in Europe. A statomont of principles
of the organisation of such systems ls being prepared, as vell
os cn approach to a modie taxonnay in the languarge fielqd:
what kinds of medla arce available; tholr characteristles;
now they are best cmploycd; their limitstilons; and in what
way, aceording to differcent local elrcumstanccs, they can best
be combined into learning systoems. wWork confined to %ac adult
arca affords freedom from existing learning systems and,
particularly, from thc institutionalised role of tcachers,

2 group is in contact with various medla ageacies whilch
inten. o conduct pilot experiments following the priiiclples
and put suing the objectives established by the projecy. These
agencies include the TRU (Sweden), thc Austrian authorities,
the BBC, the leutscher Volkhochschulverband, and others.

Thosae experiments, in different countries and in differont
languages will enable the gro:ip to sce how The scheme werks
in practice.

A colloquium of medila producers and "consumers" will take
placc in 1975. At this colloquiun the group will preesent o
statcment of principios on media construction and content
analysis.

The group derived a ccnsilderable amount of concrete
guidance from thce conclusions reuched by the Junc 1975
St. Wolfgang Symposiun (EES/Symposium 57,9).

Little work has been dore so far on evaluation and
assessment as 1t was felt to be important that the determinatilon
of objectivies should not be distorted by preconceived idcas on
the inadvisability or lmpracticability of ccertain tests. Tha
importanca of evaluatlon and assessment, particularly for
faed-back purposcs was nonctheless recognised. This aspect
will receive mor~ attcntion In the futurc,

when all the stoses of the work outlined here are complcete,
it moy ba possible to sonsider Dr. Riddy's recommandation for
sorme European recognition of qualifications, Such a p»roject
could certainly be regarded as relevant to the quastion of
cquivalance or diplomas.
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After thils outlinc of thz work and futurc plans with rogard
to thu unit/eredit system, there were a numbor of %uestions,
notably on the part of Miss Valdemoro Lopez (Spain) who asked
whether the group had established any objectives for the training
of teachers who were to undertake a teaching programme of the kind
inherent in the project.  Professor Flucckigoer (Switzerland)
vanted to know whether the group had made a list of prioritics
as regards aims ond skills in language learning and what would

be a practical aim as regards the equivalence of certificates.

i his roply tc the fires polat, Profassor Trim stated that
the group had so far not devuted any workk te the question of
teachiig ftraining., aithou;n its imporcance had been racognisad,
Tha role of the teachor would be managerial rather than tho
troditicenel on2 entailing the teacher's personil cmbodiment of
the language. As for the two other points, the group did not
consicay the collection of informition to be of prlor importance
and thought 1t unncecessary to holc up work until object ives
had bcen establishcd. Equivalence and the European certificate
could be considernd one: the system has been put into practice
but those matters lay outside the coumpetence of the group, The
Chairman remarked that nonatheless this loss point siaould be
considored during the meeting,

Mr Jocher (Secretariat) spoke on problems of adult
cducation in genecral in order to place the unit/eredit scheiw
in its broader contoxt.

There followed a long discussion on tecacher training and
cducational needs., Professor Wels (Austria) expressed
scopticism regarding the unit/eredit projecect as far as his owm
country wus congorned. As for equivalcncoes, 1t would be
difficult to achieve these in the near future, at least in
higher cducation, because of the implications of numerus clausus,
Professor Trim rcplicd that the project was nonetheless very
strongly supported by the Austrian Government., Mr Stglen
(Norway) thought that the project could be of value 4n his
coutry, He wondered what stups would be taken to make the
roesults of the project readily availlablz: to course planners and
medla producers-and in what form the material would be preucntod,

vofcssor Trim answercd that & compendium of the project papcors
would be published shortly by the CCC (by February 1974),
Somc ¢f them would need rowriting or vulgerisation,

Mr Jocher cxplaincd how the preduction of software
dependod upon an asscssment of educational nceds and cost-
effectiveness, Professor Ellrout (France) asked about the
level of exactness required when assessing languzge needs; ho
coferrad to page 6 of Professor Trim's progress report where
it 1is stated that too narrow a specialisation could lead to a
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scvare limitation, Profussor Trim admitted that a situctlonal
apprcach, If interpreted too narvowly, would be restrictive
rather than otherwise. (The problem is dealt with on pagae

6 and 7 of the prograess roport.) Professor Ellrodt spoks of
the advisability of making use of the graducnto students
qualifled to teach at o time when unemploymunt is rising, cs

is the casae In France at present,

Mr Wolsing (Netheorlands) spoke of cho dangers inhercat
iIn putting too much confidence in media-bascd teaching. It
was i oxperilence of thc Netherlands that people must be
rrought together Into groups forr learning purposcs. Failure
to take this into consldgration cnuld entall a great wastce of
money on a teaching programme. A televigion teaching rrogramme
aimed at genera. practitioners in the Netherlands was deemed by
its organisers to have had no impect at all.

There were short reports on tre situation as regards
modern language tcacher training in Italy and the Federal
Republic of Germany. Profassor Baridon (Italy) spoke of a
most unfavourable staff/student ratio in Italian universitiecs
and of the current situction in which totally untrained peoplc
wore entrusted with the teaching of modern languages at tho
sacondary school levcl, Profussor Finkenstaedt (Federzl
Republic of Germany) said that although the situation was
batter in his country, unlversities were at present unablc
to cope with the training of teachers of Englisa. Heé
helicved that Professor Trim's project provided a solution in
vhat 1t sought to introduce more technology into modern language
teaching., )

Professor VWeils then spoke on behalf of the Committes for
Higher Bducation and Research and introduced the Seoretariatts
docurent on the committece'!s activities in the field of modern
languages. The activitiss were scen to have been diracted
largcly towards improved tecacher training at university level,
notably througin the two Saalbach Symposia organised by tae
Austrilan Government, Prufessor W~1s commented on the
rccommendations of ESR modern language symposia and on progress
made in member stotes. The members of thc group were unanlmous
in stating that the institution of language centres at
universities was gonerally gaining ground. Although the trend
was to make languages uptilonal, university students were toking
advantage of voluntary courses,

A discussion foliowed on the status of language lectors,
a problem currently being dealt with in dctall by CHER.

The group then discussed means of providing languago
instruction for foraign university students end the ways this
was being dealt wich by the various member states. Normally,

P
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a good workinug knowledge of the universityt!s national languagc
is o conditlon of acceptance for foreign students as well as of
eligibility for grants., Mr Hoy (United Kingdom) was asked to
comment on the extcnt to which CHER'!'s activities in modern
ianguages meshed with those of the Committee for General and
Technical Education. Mr Hoy mentioned:

l. the 1972 Turku Symposium on M"Thz2 connection betw.en
the teaching and learning of the mother tongue and
the teaching and learning of other modern languages"
(~oples of the repori wer: subsequently distributed);

2. exchanges of teachers (as compared to lectors);

2. the teaching of civilisation in molern language
teaching;

k, national ccentres for co-operation with CILT, London,

On the whole 1t was felt, as the stocktaking was brought
to a close, that the three permanent comaittecs of the CCC had
to a considerable degree endeavoured to pursue all the main
objectives stated in Resolution (69) 2 of the Committec of
Ministers.

B. Suggestions for future work

A suggestion made by Dr. Riddy at the June 1973 stock-
taking meeting for a European Modern Language Certiiicate was
discussed in detail, Mec Hoy, who had at the June meaeting
produced arguments indicating fhat such & certificate would not
be in step with the present European trend in modern language
cxaminations and curricula (report DECS/EGT (73) 44) elaborated
further on hls drubts which, it transpired, were shared by ths
majority of the group. Mr Hoy proposed instecad the
¢stablishment of a Council of REurope Board for the Validation
of Notional Examinations., Some membcrs of the group however
oxpressed doubts as to tho validity and practicability of such
a board. Modern language learning was gencrally for "intornal
consumption”., It seemed unlikely that there would be any
nead for European approval of interncl examinations, exccpt
verhaps in the case of 2 porson moving to a forelgn country to
vork in a third language. Profiussor Finkenstaedt ment ionaed
that a European Certificatc for Modern Language Teachers might
prove of wider application. Mr Hoy supported this suggestion
whica he said might providas the extra incontive needed for
modern language teachers in the United Kingdom to make use of the
many opportunities they were offered to go abroad for in-service
training purposes.

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.

ERIC 8
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A review of the situation in the mumber states reprusentud
at tho moeting as rogards an intercalated stey abroad by
prospective modern languoge tcachers ruovealed that such a stay
i1s compulsory only in a fow cases. Howaever, many states grant
scholarships and/or loans for this purpose. Nearly all
languega degrec studonts in the United Kingdom have to srond onc
or two torms abroad, Most Norweglan langucge teachers obtain
groents or loans to do so. In Switzeriand, such a stay is
obligatory. In Spaoin, students show gicat interest in this
matter. It was however felt that governmants would be
raluctant for financial reasons to malkc thils stay abroad
compulsory.

Mr Flueckiger brought up the linguistic problems peculiar
to nmigrant workers and their families and spoke of the plight
of children who lcarned the dialect used in thoelr new
cnvironment and wore -thon faced with a differcnt language ot
school = as wes sometimes the case in, for example, Swilzerland.
He stroessed the need for sonie gsolution to this problem and
exprassed the hope that the project for a "European unit/crodit
system" would also promote the production of ceffective course
materlals for this purpose.

Mr Geleff (Ssscratariat) recalled that when the CCC duecidod
at its 21st session (6 - 10 Moreh 1972) to suspend most work
on modern languagos in 1973, in order %o concontrate on a
thorough assessment of rosults achieved on the¢ subject up to
the end of 1972, it instructed the Scerctariat "to submit
(to these meetings) its proposals for the restructuring of tho
modern language pProgromme e e

Having stresscd the particular importancg attached by the

CCC to a concentration of 1ts programme, Mr Goeleff welcomed
the fact that the first stocktaking mecting had expresscd tho
vicw that it would be desirable for the futurce programme to
be a cc-ordinated onc. This he interpreted as meaning thet
the new programme should not just be the juxtcoposition of a
serias of unconneotced projects dealing with isolated aspects,
cach concerning one lcvel of education only.

The question therofore with which the Sceretariat had
been faced was whethoer in practice a programme covering the
whole range of modern language teaching at all levels could
be sct on foot. The Sceretariat had prepared no document
on the subject because: (a) 1t considcred that Lt would havae
been invidious for it to praejudge the conclusions of thue
stocl:taking exercisc by taking a stand on tho possibility cf
draving up an intcgrated programme; and (b) it felt
uncble in thesae eircumstances to submit proposals properly
so-cilled,

o/ o
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In view of tha above, Mr Geleff would limit himself, in a
purcly personal capacity, to throwing into the discussion a
number of ideas which he hoped might contribute to drawing up
the new programme asked for by the CCC.

A great deal of thought had been given during the past
years to modern language toaching methods. Much lass thought
scemed to have becn devotad to what language teaching wns, or
ought to be, aiming at. Admittedly, any knowledge was a sourcc

"of cultural and honco of personal enrichment. The question

was whcther in today'!s soclety such enrichment wes sufficiont
in itsaelf. When viowing it against a morc utilitarian
background one might well ask wasther the present form of
language teaching in fact corresponds to tho need for which it
is supposed to cater, ic communication, It would appear that
beecause it 1is not loarner-based, today'!s teaching too often
falls ¢2 provide the lcaruner with the tool which he rightly
cxXpaocts to obtain: the ability to communicate.

Starting from the pramise that comaunication is the final
aim of language learning (as opposed to language teaching) it
might bo possible to cnvisage the minimum level of proficicncy
in a foreign langucge as the ability to understand and to make
onaself understood in simple( averyday life situations. This
could be a2 sort of European "common core". It had occurred
to the Sacretariat that the "threshold level" referred to
earlior by Professor Trim might be used, with any necessary
adaptations, as this common European core. Though it would be
premature at this stage to pronounce on this possibility, the
matter deserved to be carefully examined, the more so as a 1ink
would then be established with the unit/crodit system currently
being developed in the out-of-school scctor,

Although only a small sum was availablc in the 1974 budget,
some preliminary work could be carried out., Without prcjudice.
to the content and shape of thz future programme, it would scom.
particulerly useful in any event to take advantage of the 12-
month spell between now and the moment when the new programme
would become operational to complete a taxonomy of modern
language learning objceotives. On thc basis of this taxonomy
it would be possiblc to define the needs which would have to
by coverud 1n wd.. o meet the differcnt objectives. These
two tasks should be carried out in 2lose consultation and
co-opcration with Professor Trim's group.

Objectives having bocen classified and needs defined, the
next step would be to examine ways and means, ie the metheads
best sulted to cater for these neceds in different learning
situations, including thc school. Hoere again, co-operation
with and assitance from ®rofessor Trim's group would bg gssential.

[0
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It was olearly too carly to suggest that some sort of muiti-~
mad io~based approach could be adopted in formal education, but
the possibility should cortainly not be disrogarded.

Once teaching and learning methods wore defined, the
all importaut problom of teacher training (or perhaps "animatour!
training) would have to be considerad.

As 1in the casc of Professor Trim's project, member
countrius might wish to set on foot pilot crperiments. Is
was to bo expected that the assessment of the results of these

and the lessons to be drawn from them would provide a most
valuable feed-bacikk,

Profaossor Ellrodt made the following suggestions:

1, Recommendatlons for modern language teaching to be
- combined with those made by thc Committec for Higher
Education and Research at 1lts 26th session
(6 - 8 November 1972) on the contribution of
universitics to the study of "Man in a European
Soelety" (CCC/ESR (72) 77).

In this conncetion, member govornments should be askad
-£o encouragae tho establishment of professcrships in
European civilisation.

2., Governments, ministries and rclovant organisations
to be invited to organisce obscrver courses in other
European countriles for heads of modern language

. departments in training colleges for secondary school

teachers and also, if need be, for teachers in
primary and highor education. Such courscs should
take place ot cducational rescarch centres listed
by exports.

Se A list of all European bodics, public or private,
that ara dudlcatud to the promotion of modern language
teaching to be prepared contalning in each casc:

- ¢coneise Information on activities and
publications;

- administratlvo addresses and nomes of principal
officials,

The list should b¢c sent to all European universitics
and teacher training caentres,

11
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L, Information cn summer coursces and modcrn languagc
teaching programmes for foreigners to be compiled
(and effectivenuss assessed).

5. Experts to be asked what 1s the optimum ag: for
learning modern languages so that 1t will not be
necessery at a later stage, in the Interests of a
future toaching corps with a corraect pronunciation
of the for¢ign langudge, to provide correctilve
phonetics for a2 minority, particularly since results
frequently fall short of expactations.

6. All modern lcnguage teachers in sccondary schools
(ond possibly primary schools as well) to be required
to have a univorsity qualification for teaching
modern languagos.

Me Galeff asked the members of the group for their opinion
on the teaching of languages for special purposes.
Professor Wels commented that thils was a matter of great
controversy. University teachers of modern languages were
generally of the opinlon that speclalisation in language
laarning was impractilcable at least beforc a vary advanced
staga. He himself thought this was rather an extreme view
to take; 1n his opinion it should be possible to direct
modern language tuaching towards subjoets for student
spccinlisation. On the other hand, 1t wes o time-consuming,
however naecessary, labour to complle dictionaries for such

purposcs.

Professor Ellrodt feclt that in cascs whore students alrcady
possessed a sound lingulstic basls it waes perfectly feasiblc
to Intreduce speclallsed courses - as for instance in the
language of economles, law and ralated subjacts.

Mr Giglio (Italy) spoke on the subjoct of specialisation
and warnad that specinlisms were so many and varied today that
in o languzge course it was only possible to give a goneral
hint of the directions involved. He mentioned the field of
boenkking which alone comprised mary different speclalisms, the
voosabulary of which would best be learnt in the ricld.

Mr Hoy suggested that the meeting might recommend that
CILT should attempt a classification of material in specialiscd
ficlds, CILT's Deputy Director, Mr Vaughan Jamas, had evolved
o set of descriptors which describaed extremely accurately
attainments as evinced by those who succecded in attaining
cortain examination levels, This descriptive technnique should
b2 opplicable to speclalised meterial for modern languagc
teaching., CILT itsclf had published 2 booklet entitled
"Language for Specilnl Purposes”. At the University of Bath

12 o/
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a coursc of "French with Enginsering” had bean introduced iIn
conncetion wisth the Ceoncorda projest. A carcfully classifiled
"bank" of specialiscd matorial would go a long way towards
solving diffJcultics of the kind described by Mr Giglio.

Mr Hoy went on, at the Chairman's rcquust, to explain
the role of CILT. The full title of this organisation is
The Centre for Inf'ormation on Language Tocaching and Rescarch
- with tho omphasis on rcscarch, The Council of Europe had
made an egrocment with CILT t©o act as a co-orcdinator ol
simllar contres in other countries. Thils agreemont reforred
in particular to regscarch in tha first placce but 1t was
bocoming apparcent that other points - such as the development
of malerials -~ can be includud in the coneept of rescarch,
Sceondly, the word "ecuntre" 1s open to very wide interprctation
in thce various countrics. It might bc an official organisation,
a government or university departmont or cven an individual,
Rospons© by member status to this projected co-operation had
boen slow but thoere wers signs now that rual cfforts arc being
nadc. If thils meeting wore to suggest ways in which CILT
might develop its functions, the Dircctor of CILT would bo
more than plsascd to nmoot suggestions, as the money grantcd
could be used for a wider purposc than that of purce rescarch.

Profaessor Finkonstacdt mentioncd the nced for the
publicatlion of languag: tcaching abstracts. Comment ing on
this, Professor Trim stated that, in his opinion, the most
important singls mceasurc to further the causc of improved
modern language tcaching in Europc would bc to cnsure the
roady availlabllity to all those concornced In the member states
of Information on all ncw developments in the fleld. He
wunt on to say that most of the recommendations made at the
Council of Europc language symposia werce as valid now as when
they hed first been made and that they could ba usefully
abstracted and publishced, cither by CILT or in the AILA
Bull\.}tinc

Professor Finkcnstacdt brought up the concept of passive
or roceptive versus activa or productive knowledge of a moicrn
languago. This was taken up by othcr members of tha group
and was scen as being likely to have considerable bearing on
the general irend of language teaching and learning.

Mr Baridon spokce of the necued to maintain modern languageo
toaching throughout sccondary education lest the Initlal time
spent on languages be utterly wasted. After a lapse of two
yoars, pupils had alrcady forgotten the foreign languagoe cven
though they may have studiced 1t for as much as four years.
Tne Importance of continuity in medern language teachlng was
stressad in this context; in this conncetlon attuntion was
drawn to the rather pointed recommendatlons on that subject
madu a few weeks carlicr at the Wiesbaden Symposium on
"The carly tcaching of a modern language".

Q. 13
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