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ABSTRACT

Prom four tables compiled by the Bureau of Labor
Statistics, it was demonatrated that, for the first time, the number
of Americans vith work experience exceeded 100 million. The number of
16-year-olds and over vho worked increased by 3.2 sillion. A record
S4 percent of all wvomen in the population worked in 1973; nearly
one-third of then worked part-time and accounted for over half of the
rise in the nvmber of women with work experience. Atout 1,8 million
more persons V- rked all year at usually full-time jobs in 1973 than
in 1972. The wumber of persons unemployed for one week or more in
1973 decreased by almost 800,000 over the year to 14.5 million. A
greater proportion of Negroes than whites we:e unemployed at some
time during the year. The tables from wvhich the data vere summarized
were: work experience by extent of employment and sex, extent of work
experience during the year by race and sex. extent of unemployment
during the year by sex, and extent of unemplovment during the year by
race and sex. All data were for persons 16 years old or over during
1972 and 1973. (Author/AG)
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SUMMARY

US DEPARTMENT OF LABOR Buteau of Labor Statislics

Work Experience of the Population in 1973

ED 099:1 8:

The number of Americans with work experience topped 100 million for the first
time, in 1973, (See table 1.) The number of l6-year-olds and over who worked at
some time during the year increased by 3,2 million, a larger increase than in any
prior year, and more than kept pace with population growth., The rise was among

both whites and Negroes, (See table 2.)

Women accounted for 1.9 million of the increase as their number with work

experience moved past the 41-inillion mark; a record 54 percent of all women in the
population worked during 1973, Nearly one=-third of all employed women worked
part time and they accounted for over half of the rise in the number of women with
work experience.

The impact of the energy crisis on employment came too late in 1973 to affect

substantially the data for work experience, which cover the entire year. About 1.8
million more persons worked all year at usually full-time jobs in 1973 than in 1972,

However, the proportion of workers employed all year at full«time jobs was

unchanged.
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The number of persons unemployed for | week or more in 1973 decreased by
almost 800, 000 over the year to 14,5 million, (See table 3.) The number of
persons with ~rccumulated unemployment of 15 weeks or more also declined by 1
million to 4,3 million. Anong all pers‘-ons who worked or looked for work, the

proportion with unemployment fell to 14,2 percent in 1973 from 15, 4 percent in

1972, As in other recent years, about a third of the unemployed who also worked

at some time during the year had two spells or more ot unemployment,

As in previous years, a greater proportion of Negroes than whites were

unemployed at some time during the year.-21,2 percent compared to 13.3 percent

in 1973, Also, a greater proportion of Negro than white workers having some

unemployment during the year, were unemployed for 15 weeks or more--41.4

percent compared to 33,2 percent. (See table 4,)

These findings are from the annual survey of the work experience of the
population 16 years old and over, which was conducted in March 1974 by the Bureau
of the Census for the Bureau of Labor Statistics. Additional information on the

work experience of the population in 1973 will be published in a forthcoming issue

of the Monthly Labor Review.




Table 1, Work expertence during the year of persons th veats old amd over, by uxtent of umplovment and sex,

1972 and 18714
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Women

Extaat ol employment = s o - Rt
1972 1971 1972 _L 1973 1972 I 1973
e e - - < - - — -
Number ({n thousands)
. — c———— e e
Populatione.ccoo-. .. B R B R TR R 149,175 147,815 68, 367 649,704 76,808 78,111
fotal who wurked of looked for wark during
the vuar '
NUMbUr e coerieerecione mieen teiecececneanans 99,029 101,813 57,796 54,859 41,e1 42,9358
Purcent ol poputation=c--.--.. ceeoen D LTI bR, 2 68,9 84,5 LU 53,7 35.0
lutal who worked during the year 1/-.--.-. R o ,97¢ 101,204 57,05 5S¢ 40 JO 4l 4l mi
Purcunt ot populationee-cceccaa.a... R LR R TR 65,8 7.8 Hi,5 81,7 22.0 53,6
Full time 2f-ccenveceee.. eeetaaaan teeeseniieen Se . 77.026 79,4490 50,022 51,017 27,604 L IYR]
SO 1 S0 mueekNeeereeteeeit it oot et 55,1479 57.209 18,398 39,692 16,981 17,317
o8 and 49 woek§e---ea-- R R 2,201 2,22} 1,375 1,385 828 LK)
WO Lo 47 Week8--cecccacnann cee ereecaran P 54,284 4,462 2,628 2.691 1,656 I, m
27 o 1Y woekg-os-eeeoiaanaals R R R TR TR 5,104 5,078 2,749 2,586 2,155 2,492
17 th 26 weekB-eor ciwoioenoiiieiaiiaaiana..n 5,705 5,349 2,662 2,364 .,043 2,985
1 o 1) weskgeooooorenae cune ceeteiiaaniann vene 4,051 5,169 2,210 2,299 2,741 <, 870
T S 1 19 346 20,713 7,032 7,353 12,314 11, 360
SO L0 52 WoeKE - rerascnmtaaano e eeeeaaaean 6,519 6,972 2,388 2,510 4,111 4,460
AR ANE 29 WREKS e ceee et re et aaeaa et 547 627 200 205 347 422
40 L0 27 WowKE sceeceeaecaaaaae Cereeeeeeaaaaa 1,064 1,630 504 564 940 1,072
27 L0 A9 wiieKsee s e e et a e 2,102 <1520 809 845 1,493 1,675
14 10 26 WEEKSer o eecronenoanommaonasnoaeocaes oun 3,"85 4,009 1,611 1,415 2,354 2,594
LI O T 4,749 4,949 1,700 1,812 1,049 3,137
Percent digtribution
Total who worked during the year 1/-cccccenioncennnn. 100.0 100.0 100,0 100,0 100,C 100,0
Full time 2/-ceceveencns . e eeanaas 80.0 79.3 87.7 87.4 69,2 68.1
50 to 52 weekS------r--crccemecnn eceacecacean .- 57.1 57.1 67,1 68,0 42.5 4.9
4 and 49 weekg-e-e--caceonee R R cerecaean 2,1 2.2 2,4 2,4 2.1 2.0
40 tu 47 weukSe-: cocecceicmncrccuctccacactonaan . AN 4,8 PN 4,6 4,1 b, 2
27 to 39 weekS--accroscaoneniaannn e meeeeeeie e 5.3 5.1 4.8 A 5.9 6.0
14 th 26 weekSe-cororun  tiececiatinenenioacencaae 5.9 5.3 4,7 4,0 7.6 7.1
1 to 13 woekBeseoomoonmonnoncoennaionne ovannnen 5.1 3,2 1.9 1.9 6.9 6.9
Part "IMEecccecrieie et e . 20,0 20,7 12.3 17.6 10,8 iy
50 to 52 wuekS------ P 5,7 7.0 4.2 4,3 10,3 10 7
48 and 49 weekg------ F T .6 .6 b e .9 i,0
20 t0 47 WeEKBe-rrceccraiicets cceiimeceeiaaaann 1,5 1.6 .9 1 2.4 2.b
27 Lo 39 wogkSescecccsenmaannn cescecmcnceacnnana 2.4 2.5 1,4 1,4 3.7 4.0
1% t0 26 WeeKSen cnn onnenceameacononnsanacsanann. 3.9 4,0 2.5 2,4 5.9 6.2
1 1017 WeBKB--receeceecaecenccccnanconacanns .- 4,9 J_ 4,9 3.0 3.1 7.6 7.5
1/ Time worked includes paid vacation and sick leave,
2/ Usually worked 35 hours or miru a week.
NOTE: because of rounding, sums of {ndividual items may not equal totals.
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Table 2, Fxtent of w-k expertence during the year for persens '6 vears old and uver, by race and sex, 1972 and 1974

twth iexeas 1 Men Women
Exbant ol ecaplovient - e - it fnbeealE et S o e eme
1972 l 1973 1972 1474 1972 1974
WHITE Numbar (10 thousamds)
, ——- - e e n e g o e
Popalation. - e o ovente .- 1:8,622 130,729 60,865 61,985 67,757 68,744

futal who werked or loovked tor work Jduring
e yaar

Ngmbeg - ceee 2 e e e R u7.762 90,151 51,418 52,748 35,944 AT
Purcent ol population--.-... B AL R 68,/ 69,0 45,1} 45.1 51.0 Sh. b
Total whoe worked
NI - = e e e emee e s e e I 8Y.029 S1.29¢ $2.375 15,020 36,654
Purcrnt ol popuidtion-----c«.-- Ce e 67.1 6,1 84,3 84.5 51,7 i
e - ® — . it B S . crimenn  —— i s ——m o m——— S —— ——— o - - e e

Percent distribution

e R s Tt U
Totai vhe worked -o-0 oo B c- e 100.0 100,0 100.0 100,0 100.0 100.0
Fu'l tine l./..- --------------------------------- 79.9 79,2 87,8 87.5 68.3 67.2
010 30 weekse e e e e 57.4 37.5 67.9 68,7 41,9 41,5
A T R VT 3 R ceeess seeeceaceiiaaa.. 1.9 1.5 1.7 L, 1211 12.0
Ute 26 weekge cven i aen el i 10.7 10.2 8,2 7.6 14, . 1R
Part time.... I I R 20.1 20.4 12,2 12,5 . Q2.8
S0 1o 5, weeKSeeeeo o i iai il L. mmeeee 6.8 7.0 4.2 a8 1n,6 1.0
P S T T T TIPS .5 4,9 2,7 2.8 7.3 7.9
1 1o J6 WeeKS = ore mri e amaas e e 3.8 L 8.9 5.3 5.4 13.9 13.9
NEGRO AND OTHER KACES Number (in thousands)
v e e e
Population- ceeoeeoiin cieiniiia il R 16,5514 17,086 7.502 7.719 9,051 9,367
Total who worked or tooked for work during
the vear
UMD E = e o ee e oe o ettt ei e cmeeea e . 11,267 11,662 5.978 6,107 5.289 2.35%
Uercoent of populalionesceeccmeae i, .- 68,1 68.1 79.7 70.1 58.4 59.3
fota]l who worked
Nupabuge ceeeneneo Teemssessmcecsoceatienisenoen 10,662 11,174 5,764 5,995 4 896 5.179
Percent of population-.----..-.. R 64.4 65, % 76.8 77.7 54.1 55,4

Percent distribution

e - . — e geene e

Total sho werked.---0 .. D LRI T 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Full ttme 1/-en i il .- 81,1t 80,6 86.2 86. 3 75.1 74.0

30 o S WeEeKE s teeei e 55,1 54.7 61.8 61.6 47.2 L7

27 L0 WY weeKS e e e .- 12.5 11.48 12.7 13.7 12.3 13.9

b oto 26 weeky oo oiiel el L L 13.9 140 11.6 1.0 15,7 Iy, 4

Par: oot o e - eees 8.9 19.4 13.8 13.7 24.0 260

30 0 92 wuek$-ciaeeeiiinl e te meeeeeienlioon 6.2 6.3 3.9 4.4 8.1 R.5

Tl A9 week8e - cce i e 1.7 1.8 2,6 2,4 4.9 5.5

T T e 9,1 9.1 7.4 l 6.9 1,1 12.0

17 Vsually worked 15 hours or more a week.

RIS Because of rounding, sues of individual items may not equal totals.
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lable 4, Extont ol upeuployment during the veor of parsons 16 vears old and over, by sux, 1972 and 1973

Hmh TRy} Men Uum('n
'h:"‘lt |" 'l”l'l"')'(‘\'"“"'t * . IREE ) -— - e - R— . TP —" -t e e W .y —— —_ . - -
197‘ 1973 1972 :I 1971 1972 _—[ 1479
Ceme e e eme e e e eae e e e e s 2 . - e
Number tin thousands)
o —mne e - g t— s ot S
fotal who waorked o Tooked tor work duraoe
L S O - e o . Ha, 029 101 .81 57,796 L W23 42,994
Preent with .m-npluw\ Ml-e eien e e 9.4 14,2 15,2 | RS 15,7 19,4
fetal with uiemploviagent =« -0 0 o ceee ol . 1,047 1a,-98 a.798 7.921 6,489 6,277
With work uapet fonee.-- - R Ce s 13,210 12.488 #.05% 7.436 5.174 5,45
Yeut ctoumd workers 1/ wuh l (LT Hw.k!- ut
FE L R L T L LI TIPS S 1.1.% 1,202 827 857 127 th
Part .vear workers 0/ with unemplovoent s ...-. .. - 1r.nth 1l ,AHB6 7,229 6.579 4,857 5,10°
With uneaployaent ol .
D oto 5 werks:er o oeameniens C e - Va0l 3,720 1,744 1,771 1.657 R
R TR 1 L T I R 2,608 2,64 1.675 1,575 934 1,061
Il Lo 1Y weekse-- - I LT T 1,312 1,541 994 935 518 47
Tyt b i aKkGeaseee it innieinnecnnneeeeen . 2.6949 2,19 1,714 1,510 945 LY
O7 WeeKS OF (IOFeecrec . wevreaecescomens EERER 1.856 1,414 1,102 789 7564 625
With 2 spetle or more ot unemplovient«-«.. .. . &, 308 o, 18 . Bl 2,650 1.494 1,53
Sonprtla o e e e B 2.097 2,015 ! ’ 1,177 774 Bi7
st be Plemie iaieie . iiteemeaieae a0 2. 169 : 1,478 720 h96
M e cno kot ceSued Dol WOTRe . seee i ie e 2.L3y 1.610 RN 483 1,315 1,125
R T T 0. 312 1,11 170 240 94" R75
1y woeks OF BoFee-cee e a R R R TR 765 4Y6 172 243 37 250
Percent distritu ton
Fotal uneipioved persons with work experiengue-----. 100.,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100,0 100.0
Year-round workers 1/ with 1 or 2 weeks ot
UNCIP YNt e e e eaeeme et iacncccen: connn P R 8,7 9.1 10.3 11.5 6,) 6.
Part-vear workers 2/ with uncmployment------- 91,1 90.7 89,7 84.5 93,7 9,7
Yith uncanlovment of - -
[ I S R L L L R R R P I 25.7 <8.9 21.6 23.8 32.0 15.7
3t 10 work8-eeri ettt e 19,7 20.5 V.8 21, 18.0 19.5
1' to 14 wockseeeomeaeeena. R L T Ir 1.4 1,y 12.3 12,6 10.0 11.0
1) to 26 weekSeereaooioimes ottt i 20.4 18,5 21.3 20,3 19,0 16.0
27 woeks OF mMOPU-ceaceieeiiiieal., evememen 4.0 11,0 14,7 10,6 14,6 11,5
With 2 spells or moere of unemploymente--c-c...-- 12.6 32,8 34,9 15.6 28.9 28.1
oSl lge e e e e -- 15.8 15,¢ 16,4 15.8 15.0 15.4
LI B o e R R e L 16,7 16 8 18.5 19.8 131.9 2.8
Did not work bur tooked for oorke eceeiiiaiaolon .e- 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100,0
T oto e woekgeeeomane. P L L R 638 69,2 49,9 49,4 7t.6 77.¢
1D werks OF MOTU-caeercme i ieericimi e e ceaes 36,2 30.8 50.1 50.6 28, 22.2
B SIS SUN SRS WO I .

LY Warked 39 or 51 weeks,
27 AWurkod feds than 50 wiels,

SULE:D  decauss ol rounding. sums of individual items mav nor equal totals,
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Table 4. datunt of unempioyment during the yuear tor parsons 16 years nid and over, by vace and aex, 1972 and 1971

[ Both sexes Man Women
Extemt f unvmployment b~ — SN RS Sp— T,
1972 1973 1972 1973 1972::[ 197
————— e —— —— —— . B el .. e e
WHITE Nurber (in thousands)
— — - ————
Total who worked or looked tor wori during
the yoar-----.. R R L LRI eeeaien 87.762 90,151 51 .8' 4 52,748 35,946 37,403
Percuent with unvmployment----- . cavae.oaons e 14.6 14.3 14,4 12.7 14,7 14.3
Tital with unumpl, ymentecccreeccececenaaaaiaan ... 12,770 12,027 7.475 6,676 5,295 5,351
Did not work but looked for work--esoe.ceva... - 1,492 1,122 528 373 924 749
1 to 1% weenBecvenn covmannann.s R R ce- 970 792 271 189 699 603
15 wodks OF MOF@e=c st ee it imtanecaacenonaanan 482 350 257 184 225 146
With work uxpurience-------- c-cceni.cianianaa, 11,318 10.905 6,947 6.303 4,171 4,602
Unemploved for- .
T to 1 weekyeocomomenoioe ceeiinianiaaian 7.555 7.829 4,603 4,434 2,952 3,195
15 weeks OF ROFR - cetent cet ot ceacaccnacs .- 3,761 1,076 2,344 1,869 1,419 1,207
Percent distribution
Unumploved persons with work experience. tota'----.- 100.,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Year-round workers 1/ with | or 2 weeks of
unemployment - - - - - R R LR R R T R P 8.3 9.4 0.5 11.7 5.1 4
Part-year workers 2/ with unemployment--------.-.- 91.2 90.6 89.5 84.1 93.9 9.6
With unemployment of - -
L to 4 weeks-- -~ oventt Liaai el 26.1 29.3 21.8 26.2 33.0 36.3
5 to 10 weekS:ceeeee ciaaa... R R R P 20,1 21.1 21.2 21.8 18.4 20.1
11 to 1% weekS8-- caniiien et 11.7 12.0 1..8 12.7 10.0 11.0
15 to 26 weekg-o« -cceivieaiiiiann emiee eaes 20.1 17.9 21.0 19.6 18.8 15.6
27 weeks OF MOF@esecm-coc oot oaman. 0. ce- 13.1 10.3 12.8 10.1 1.7 10.6
Percent with 2 spelis «r mere of unemployment---.- 32.1 32.2 364 35.0 28.4 28.3
2 8pellg . craet. co iiiiiiiiieere e it iceae . 16.0 15.9 16.6 15.9 15.0 15.9
S 3pells OF MOre- - ec cnmrmmamaae e ie e aas .- 16.1 16,3 17.8 19.1 13.4 12.4
NEGRO AND OTHEXR RACES Number (in thousands)
Total who worked or looked for work during
the year------.ciemeecaan.. B R LR LR T R P 11,267 11,662 5,978 6,107 5,289 5,558
Percent with unemploy.sent---.---. teecaan- cemeenea. 22.3 21.2 22.1 20.4 22.6 22.0
Total with unemployment.--.---.c-n-- R LR TR 2,517 2,471 1,323 1,245 1.194 1,026
Did not work “»ut looked for worke--cececocccanancan. 605 488 214 112 391 376
1 te 1% weeqs s---cccmccimmccce et 42 322 99 50 243 272
15 weeks or nore--- ---c.-v-.-. ciecenecenn ceeen- 263 166 115 62 148 104
With work experienc@-----e.c ceemmciacnennanraana. 1,912 1.983 1,109 1,133 804 850
Unemp!oyed for--
1 to 16 weekg: cmccremenicn e cianeenan. 1,120 1,262 6137 703 483 559
15 weeks or more---ceececean.a . i eesemeeaaen. 792 721 | 472 430 320 291
. Percent distribution
Unemployad persons with work experience, total------ 100 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Year .round workers 1/ with 1 or 2 weeks of
UNemplOYyMENt ---c-n-cecceocenaeecoaaanan ceoe- 8.3 8.7 8. 10./ 7.5 6,1
Part.vear workers 2/ with unempioyment.----.-.--... 91,7 91.., 91,2 89.13 92.5 93.9
Wit.. uneaployment of--
1 to & werk8-rommrmmmacncee e e e aaaaes 23.2 26.4 20,8 21.7 26.5 32,7
S LU 10 WERKE= - mvmmmrovnaemmaneanetoaaeaaanas 17.2 17.2 18.0 17.8 16.1 16.5
11 to L+ weeks - -+ = ieecmeaminacan conennnn.n 9.9 11.2 9.7 11,6 10,1 10.5
15 to 2b weekS--rccecncnccerrenanianena.. .ee 22,1 21.8 23.3 26.3 20.5 18.5
27 we:tks or more--------- D I E TR PR 19,3 14.6 19.3 13.7 19,3 15.8
Percent with ! speils or more of unemployment----- 35.3 33.8 38,0 38.9 31,6 7.1
2 speflecciaccananean. R L 15.1 14,1 15.3 15.4 14.8 12,.°
§ spells or mMOF@: =eereviaremann oo, 20.2 19.8 22,6 23.5 16.8 14,
| | ! —

1/ wWorked 50 weeks or mor.,

2/ Worked less taan 50 weeks.

NOTE: Hecause of rounding. sums of individual ftems may not equal totals,
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