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FOREWORD

Equality.of opportunity for all students, excellence of service and
efficiency of service are three critical goals for the public schools of
Massachusetts. Recommendatious for reorganization of local and state
educational structures or processes are meaningful to the extent that they
have potential for contributing to the successful pursuit of these goals.
Members of the Comnission on School District Organization and Collaboracion
kept these facts in mind while developing their final report.

Information, suggestions, and reactions from hundreds of educators,
students, parent, and other citizens have been used to define a set of
recommendations whose implementation would have a brcad and constrictive
impact on the availability, quality, and cost of educational service acruss
the Commonwealth. The impact would not be limitud tn one phase of putlic
school cperations or to one category of students. This is important because
narrow d focus on specific needs and issues can all to easily divert atten-
tion from efforts directed to general improvement in educetional service.

Toais report is the result of many long hours of study and debate for
wvhich I express the Council's deep appreciation to Commissiou members, study
site agents, and other participants. For the sake of the goals whose reali-
2ation it is designed to promote, we now commend the report to each and every
citizen and leader in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. The report will
have value to the degree that each of us makes a commitment to arranging or
encouraging positive actiones on its recommendations. That coamitment is
worthy cf our rurrent and very serious atteation.

Ronald J. Fitzgerald
Director of Research
for the
Massachusetts Advisory Council
on Education
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INTRODUCTLON ESt cov

This is a time to look with humility at what our schools are uoing and
to ark oursclves whether it 1s good cnough. “herce is rcason to question the
relevance of our educational system to the needs of many students. There is a
need to respond to questions from citizens who are asking whether they are
petting full value for the money thut is being spent in our schools. Education
is the largest business in the Commonwealth, Like other businesses it should
be subjected to frank cvaluarion antl should be required to strive constantly
for iwprovenent in availability, effectiveness, and efficicncy of its scrvice.
The Commission report is designed to promote this improrement.

The Connission has not tried to prescribe an exact format for improve-
ments in educational service or even to make a comprehensive forecast of the
direction these iaproveaents will take., Rather it has tried to desipn
structures that can be adapted to many situations by combining flexibility
with the inbherent strength that comes with broad participation in'decizion
moking.  Its rocommendstions are relatively easy to execute and politically
feasible. A1 of them ure steps which can lead to further developmont,

They do aot involve substantial additional costs to the taxpayer, Todeod,

if all the recommendatioas are accepted, the final efficiency of our

statevide cducational netvork will be greatiy iwmproved. HMany economics cun
result from well planned collaboration efforts. However, the Comnission

has rejected the temptation to reach for the altimate in efficiency that
extreme centralization of power and orgar zation appears to of fer. The
Commission recoprizes that extreme central ization wonld inkibit creativity

in the developuent ot improved educationsl service and that there is o popular
support fov cuch an approach.

The Commissicn has wot proposcd aspecific changes in the method of
f inancing our schools. To do so would tLave duplicated the work of several
other groups who are prepaving finance reform proposals, Rather, wve have
emphasized two pointr. First, that the present system of financing is unfair
in terms of distribution costs and equuility of educational opportunity.
Second, that attempts to remedy this unfairness should be made as part of a
comprehensive approach to governmental {inarcing and taxation reform.
Piecomeal attempts to fmprove financing of education without relating it
to the fairness of the general tax structure run the risk of appearing
sclf=-serving and insensitive to the broader problem. Equality of opportunity
cupperted by a tax structure that is scen to be unfair rests on very shaky
ground.

The Commission is not satisfied with its treatment of the urban
education problem ond the status of minority students. Substantial incquities
and difficultios exist, and the way they have hitherto been approached ov
avolded has wade their corrcction even vore elusive, There is deep dis-
illusionwment in some cities about public schools. As a result of this dis-
illusionment the Cemmission has encountoerved a liack of agreement witlhin the
urban population, doubts about the racfal imbalance law, a perceptible trend
among, some wminority citizens toward the “separate but equal’ concept and o
natural reluctance to particinate ion “another study that will get us
novhere.'" Clearly expenditure of money alene does not produce better cducation
better schools or better understanding. When students, parceats and teachers

v



feel good about their schools, good things happen. This feeling does not
occur when the people consider themselves powerless to influence what
happens in their schools,

It is the Commission's hope that its recommendations for the decentr-li-
zation of control in Boston, for the establishmen. of collaboratives and
cooperatives hetween our smaller cities and their surrounding communities,
and for the restructuring of the Department of Education to be more visihly
concerned with minority problems and citizen participation will help to
create a climate in which more progress can take place. The Commnission does
not believe that a detailed theoretical study of the governance and organiza-
tion or our urban school systems ie of practical value until such a climate
exists.

In summary, this report does not offer a tidy plam, a table of
organization or a map. It uffers no easy and final solutions to any problems.
It does, however, deal with the school district collaboration and oreanizatisn
that can take place now -- practically, politically and financially -- and can
inyluence in a positive and constructive way the changes that must take place.

. Y. Felix de C. Pereira

Chairman

The Governor's Commission on
School District Organization and
Collaboration
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PART 1

A COMMISSION GOES TO WORK

The student and the learning opportunities available to him

in public, elementary and secondary school are the central
concerns of this Commission report. The importance of the
student may be overlooked at a time when other issues, such

as rising property taxes, busing and the difficulties of the
private school,; crowd the media. Accordingly, this Commission
views school district organization as a matter of planning and
improving the educational process by stressing quality,
equality and the effective management of resources.
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A. THE CHARGE TO THE COMMISSION

This Commission was charged by the Governor with reviewing the way
elementary and secondary education is organized in the Commonwealth. School
districts in Massachusetts were formed and exist for the purpose of
educating. Accordingly, school districts represent the basic organizational
arrangement for administering and financing local public elementary and
secondary education. While education is understood to be a state responsi-
bility, and school committee members are state officials, it is necessary
to study and judge the educational system in its significant features
at the school district level. With these considerations in mind, our
Commission charge1 was drawn up and received the approval of the Governor.
In part, that charge states:

Evidence, from a variety of sources, indicates that educational
cpportunities for youngsters in our state are grossly unequal
and that organization of school districts has reinforced that
inequality. Other states have moved far more dramatically and
effectively on school district consolidation and collaboration.
In 1968 the State Board of Education published a policy state-
ment, Quality Education through School District Organizationm,
recognizing the prohlem and directed to the issue of 4 minimum
size school district. The problems created by school district-
ing have been cited in a number of Advisory Council studies
including the Report of the Business Task Force for School
Management. A more recent study by the Council, Organizing

for a Child's lLearning Experience, related directly to school
districting and recommended among other things that a Commission
be estcablished to develop a specific comprehensive plan of
school district consolidation and collaboration.

Key points of the charge to the Commission cite the needs to:

a. Prepare and recommend a comprehensive plan for school districe
organization, collaboration, cooperation and state
assistance. The plan should help to assure che availability, to
all children and youth, in accordance with their individual
capacities and needs, of educational programs, services and
facilities specified by the Board of Educotion and in
accordance with standards of equitable, efficient and economic
quality education. Full consideration should be given in the plan
to school district collaboration which delivers or makes
available in and among school districts adequate speclalized

1See Appendix A for the full charge
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prograus, nore efficient and effe.cive services and, upon need,
perform or arrange for joint activities intended to improve
educational quality and diversity...

b. Review the present status of school district organization and
delivery of educational services in the Commonwealth with
particular attention to the authority of the Board of Education
to achieve improvement in school district organization...

“¢. Assure that the process of developing the plan includes extensive
participation of citizens from communities of all sizes and
locations in the Commonwealth in such a manner as to present to
them a variety of alternatives to achieve satisfactory and economical
educational programs and to elicit from them their preferences aund
idecas for possible new approaches to school districting,

d. Recommend the necessary processes and resources for assuring the imple-
mentation of the provisions of the plan...

e. Give careful consideration to ways and means of bringing urban and
suburban children and youth together for common education experiences.

Calling for equality and excellence in education, the five-page charae to
this Commission is extensive and detailed, We on the Commission were charged
to prepare and recommend a comprchensive statewide plan and process for
organizing school districts and with defining the necessary ingredients and
resources necessary to support the plan. In addition, we were to develop the
plan only with the extensive and continuing participation of citizens from
around the state. Iinally, the charge indicates a number of desirable
outcomes and makes speclal reference to urban conditions.

Fach school district today faces problems never even dreamt of
twenty or even ten years ago. Remarkably similar as those problems tend to
be, too muny school districts struggle alone for an answer. In the process
some school districts seemingly fail and others appear to succeed. 1if we view
schonl districts as the framework within which the education of given groups of
students must take placec, we find them confronting some difficult challenges.
A fow examples will illustrate what we mean:

How can a school district, regardless of size, develop a sound and
efficient educational plan with little or no reference to the
resources and facilities that exist beyond its borders?

How can the provisions of "Chapter 766," which requires special
educational programs and provisions for those in need from the
age of three until their twenty-second birthday be satisfied
within the school district lines?

What provisions exist in a school district for highly talented
students?

Can vocational and technical career needs of both boys and girls
be adequately planned for and met?

16



4 BEST COPY AVAILABLE

What diversity in goidance progroms are feasible for all students
i a single school district?

Is an educational program, with a variety of optlons, available to
ecach pupil {rom kindergarten on through high school?

low 1s what 1s "done" in a scheol district properly appralsed so
that improvements can be proposcd?

Clearly, these several eosamples lhave important {mplications foe planning
and for the prudent but fmapivative use of resources. Since schooling in-
volves people, construction, cquipreni, speciel facllitles, travsportotivon
and Information, we can 2ée that locel iselatced planning can be a dubious
venture,

Vhen school dilectricts are geopraphically large, or whea natural barricers
seprvrale ope fron the other, there ray be little to deo about lsolacion, ‘This
does not deseriba Massachusetts vhich fg extraordinarily corvact, The fol-
lowving map, Fijure 1, will assist the reader in visualizing this fact.
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o NOTE: THE RADIUS OF EACH CIRCLE IS TWENTY-FIVE MILES.
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In one dmpertant aspect this Commisnion has fuusticned in a way
differcut from othier Commisclous. Our Cesmiseion has been an active
advocate of collaboration, We on the Comiission devised the Ad Hoe
Center for the Study of School District Organlzation and Collalioration
and fuaded eleven special "study sites.”

The Ad Hoc Center served as a clearinghouse of school districting
matters and fts staff was available to respond to those avound the state
expoessing interect in sehool district orpanization and collaboration.
The Ad Hoc Center desisned and ran, oun belalf of the Commission, two
major conferences on scheol districting topicn, TFinally, the Ad Hooe
Center venjtored the study site cetivities and wroie tiis Tinal report
for the Coumisclon,

The majority ol the stnly sites condvcted oeccedaful prograrms and
practices supportive to collaberation, Loch wrote a final report which,
i the iderd, would allow the activity lteing carriced on to be replicaterd
¢ aewhiore,

Thus, the Commission was ot once a study of school district conditions
and an acrivist in support of the proven uses of collabtoratfon. The fruits
of theee goveral ventures sun up to a pocd deal more than the typical Com-
missicn report,. The idea of a cormigsion linking study and action is by no
means new tul its practice continues to be novel.

The remainder of PART 1 of the veport stresses in particular the roles
and rcoponuibilitices in establishing further the context of the Comaission's
work, schoos districts and the State Board of Education. The major aspects
of the Cori:iission's rerource decurents and activitics will be higbhlipghted,

A final scetion cites the key principles kept in mind by the Commission ags
it conducted its task,

B. WHAT IS A SCHOO', DISTRICT?

When school districts vere established in Massachusetts they became the
basic educational and financial framework unit for matters dealing with the
educat fon of public elementary and secondary school youth., This was a very
different time. Even by 1900 only about ten percent of all children aged 18
and under were in school. Today, virtually all our youngsters attend public
or private elementary and secondary schools., Such an enormous increase
forces us to realize that today schooling nust be provided for many who
simply would not have attended in 1900, The services and programs that a
school district could muster in past years will no longer stretch to meet the
reasonable needs and aspirations of so large and diverse a student population,
In many educational respects school districts have run out of euvironment.

Those were, not surprisingly, simpler days days which afforded a better

rationale to independent localism than is possible today., At the turn of the
° century, schools tended to equate the education process with the sorting process.
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} p
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Generally Hassachusetts school districts continue to approach their
tasks 4n relative isolation even though thelr .rescurces are becoming more
gcarce and preater dermands are heing placed upon them. School districts
are burdencd with preparing for all evantualities, Most resources ave
iy otied Uy Leeptnpe the present school district systems functioning, In
particu school dintricts are unable to appraise their current activities
or to pu Tedr way into the future, Perhaps the most revealing way to
view o se o] ddstrict io through the eyes of a student -~ or a parent.

A stutdent doo ' viae b selool dHetriet as having Y undaries,  1is
rens e oaf b lorc g T Lated to the paysical struetwre in which he learns,
te the friceds o roo e thero and to the sehicol-npongored activitics in

“vhieh he parricipates. A porent ray totally reject the schiool disteict
Levrdories i hig cliltd has a special uweed, Within his understanding and
Yerourcos, a4 pacent vill take draratic measures to secure the appropriate
serciee, dnclading privete schooling, should he deem his child to be in
e .

The future loote ever aore challenging and difficult than the immcdiate
pirit. Dve thene seiool district officials who feel they ave "making it"
nes o not feel thet way Tive yeors hauce.

Vacre chIidron daapps s Lo b born and broupht up, even in this nation
Ao even oo bt state, influences thedr educat fon,  Cenerinlly, those vho
vestde (o wveadt, er well=nanaged schiool) dintricts end up continuing into
cotleye and 1ictup da fdncaatal eecurityy thosge wbo veside in poor sehicol
Glotrfere et un dn Ceevaiely cducoted and financlally invecure,  Thero s
little questiv thao acleol district affluence, wvhen it s shitlfnliv ased,
caie s ure - irobte learatup erperioners. From school veelth a marter of
thinr e (lew fnclud ™ wellepaid an! experienced teachers, adequate scelrol
faciy vies awd ot denst aun effort to array (sometimes because otlisr oVt luent
sohoe? Jdetricts have them) the programs and services deenmed appropriatc by
the p-ofeussionals,

In the Jast 20 yesrs the problems of school districts have fucreasingly
dravn the attention cof the courts, The racial dmbalance issve in Mosan-
churtts Lts been fougsbt on a nunbier of battleprounds, including the judicial
system,  Elsewvhere, the wide discrepancy betveen resources from onu distvict
to another has led to a vunber of state court cases peointing out the uced to
redress acute inequitics. There are still far too many youngsters locked into
eithier rich school districts or poor school districts.

The courts are by no means finished with =chool district issues. Indeed,
a widening circle of court cases, involving many aspects of school districts,
will likely increase the pressure on school districts and states to assure a
more uniformly improved and comprchensive array of programs and servicces,
One recent example of new pressure vas the suit brought to court in Califorunia
by a high school graduate unable to read.

While there are risks in generalizing about the characterdistics of the
391 school districts in Massachusetts, some insights are possible. The fol-
lowing chart cntitled "Relative Generval Characteristics of School bistricts”
may help the reader in gaining a general sense of the cducational meaning of
size in Massachusetts citles and towns,

2o
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CHART 1

RELATIVE CFNERAL CHARACTERISTICS
OF SCIOOL DIsiiicisgs

Large-sized Districts Poor; often hroken and transient

Pop. 40,000 up families; losing popalation; aging
people; experie~ces ethnic conflict;
visitly aging deterioriating naigh-
borlioods; inadequate means to handle
the needs of its people; schools and
the educational system are centcred

- on bureaucratic traditions; only a

few high school graduates go to four
year colleges.

Medium=- 1zed Districts Well off; expanding child-bearing

Fop. 14,000-40,000 population; predominantly white:
competitive and comparative oiviented;
mostly new neighborhoods; easily copes
with the few nceds of the majority;
has a "poor" section in the older part
of town; exclusive carly sLress on
success; has modern school buildings
and is characterized as having a
'professional’ approach to satisfyinp
the needs of school youngiters; pres-
sure to attend college.

Small-sized Districts (Rurals) Often poor; stable in population;

Pop. to 15,000 change not readily apparent; population
acing; some building deterioration;
poor take care of themselves; differ-
ences hetween youngsters from poor
families and well-off families hiphly
contrasted; high turnover of school
staff; mixed feelings about the need
for college.

*NOTE: There are major exceptions to these charaeteristics., For instance,
towns which have state institutious of higher education caun have very
different characteristics,
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No one c¢!art can tell the whole story.

For instance, distincticns even exist within school distriets which
typlcally have a poor section and a wealthy section. Rightly or wrengly,
suspicions have been arcused that schools in the better areas of town have
more capable teachers and richer programs.

Is there an ideal school district size und set of conditions for a
school district? The question is not new and answers to it demonstrate
wide differences of opiniun., The earlier MACE studvy on school district
orpanization divected Ly Donald T. Donley of Boston College reports in
detail on the topic of recommendad school distriet size. According to
this study, the answers must finally be associated with good or quality
education since such must be the basic goal of any schonl district.
School size alone doesn'c appear to be critically important in judging
either pood school districts or quality educa*ion. A review of the 188
studies on school district size ended by stating: the quality of learning
is not a function of numoers but, rather, a fraction of the presence or
absence of desirable learning experiences.

1. The Present Orpanizational Dilemma of School Districts

But that leaves before us the difficult question of arranging for
the skillful and prudent use of resources in a time of rapid change. What
organizational pattern will lead us fo reform as neceded without anguish?
Are we as citizens prepared to understand and respond to a given educa-
tional problem in the rich and varied ways opened up to us by school dis-
trict collaboration?

Paul Cook, in writing the MACE report Modernizinp School Governance
for Tducational Fquality and Diversity describes part of the preblem this
way:

Any movement toward common solutions of shared problems 1s enormously
tedious and difficult, with separate interests being guarded jealously
and promoted vigorously. Compromise solutions, once worked out, often
resemble the provertial camel which is alleged to be a horse designed

by a committee. (The aid to education system in Massachusctts is a

good casc in point.) The difficulty is not just one that affects school
governance, but virtually every aspect of political life in Massachusetts
that calls for statewide approach. Transportation, trash disposal, pol-
lution control, road and highway construction, urban decay, regional
planning, economic reveloprent, higher education =-=- virtually every
aspect of state government must play the game of trying to find something
for everyone at best, or complete immobilization in the face of growing
crisis at worst,
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that [louriched and withered in the isolation of a particular
school distoiet withont disturbing the trangullity~=some might
sy Ahe omolence=~of other school system:  in the state.,

And it 15 aleo oirqniiieant beseise it is one of thousamls
o availabie illactoa fons of the inpartance of a well=intorred
and concorae T opubtie to the weli=being of the alneat jona!
Sy - Ceoer Lo Dt Ee by oo e Hndted Lo Masoehueei L,

Tobaw, o0 s trae clone o a ety sy Mosr L Tt by
Pt v e vl oaf et bt Lot
abiibite oo ooty e Ty s e e g at=ret s Gloeat Toad

L I T At T S A S S ctoreto Lecoliar cduoe !

Prad T8 0 vt ienianiy b ne tho s preed el nopet e s

ster e o e i den o0 e s L0 B Leee s i rejer obotac e

{o ( .

fooo St e T o ezees proeean eonditiong Lo oschood Jieeed o
cor : b et e e el b Lo enor e e
of oL Gl e T dendar g e ey ol oty et
poees e e e nebee ] s TUrcee and Lo sehoal diben s ler e
Moot de e faal gl ol Ul e S eer s T e tediee v hoored e e copeeted
to st alt s Ul e b ienr benn 0 theene e, Dy Coot resnat vives
fur pva b be tnaielr anto the Ao o distriel sebe sl el e
an Peoser Dot o don s cad Contopel oo 0t v do e typicat iy ulibire

the Coatial CF o toe!t dintysiet et e v e,

Undor Vrvs slrenl cons et b el fieinds of ten trest o crid feal
r. u P p i b g n R le nonioet e s o e Tess o bar Do gt
e T dveereons metwere s Ue vhes oot be surpricoed vhen w o road ive how
Vowedne Doaned i operio b ] Do iptee meeber can be, Cond o
{ cloanee, thoer of Vi oo b L eor cittee menbaere contoaetid by hin fo 1071,
a o ove=halt cere dn th L st rtar ol e fie o These poopde bae had
to face sone of Lhe moet 5 Slendng el conplos iscaes of contenporanes

S0Cicly,

Because of cuch problecs, we on the Commission vealfze the importaea of
addres-ing the noed for cdueational proprams to aseist school coriittes
pernons and others {n developing policy and in gaining a purchase on
approaches and priovitvics in vesolving cducatioral dissues.  Oaly people o n
change the systerm and make it work,

The Commission is persuaded that the future of school districts i
jeopardy if the collaborative povement does not take a firmer hold and
Lecorne a basic instvument in meeting the needs and aspirations of cloen 5
and sccondary school youngsters., Any "po it alone"” vhilosophy in fact
weakoens the concept of autonewmous school districts by making thom
vulncerable to needless stresses and attacks,

Since the uses of school district collaboration are virtually Timitless,

we will cite only o few exanples of pioven collaborative activities:

1. Assuring prudent use of resources succeuzsiully through long-
range planning.
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nothroe o e v ooy recos e ionng

MOty of fosts shoebd Le undertiaer to Prvreaae the Dejarbe Yo
Gorvier rale to sehool svstore cen' to munintain the function ol
Lhe Depot fheend ac a vesalator snd enforcewcent agency with vespe st

to the public schools §n e state,

Present recional offices of the Deparvtient should be steongathered

Lo better deliver school service: of quality direetly to sehool
gystens: amd at Teast two nore regional ofbices (or service contenr s)
should be created, with one serving the nevds of the Greater Boestoen
arei.

A progrin shoold be Tounched under the aepds of the Depan tuent
calling tor establislewnt of cducational yeals fer Massachusetts
studeni s, ascesswent of student aehievement with respect to poals,
evaluint ion of schooly and accountability by cducators and
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declufon-makers to the publics they serve for theilr performance
with respect tc students,"

In 1969, Gorden P. Liddle aud Arthur M. Kroll condvcted a MACE study,
Pupil Sesvives in ilaseclmselts Scliools.  Among other findings, Liddle and
Kroll report:

"Most emall coumunities in Harsachusetts have long and unique
Bt ries and veaidents have net only jealously aunrded their
tradgiticanl independenee, but have algo wanted to keep their
corunicies at o eiae where town mectings could deal with all
civie affatirs,  Wien asked to consolidate schiool districts in the
interests of ccer .y awd cieellde ste, they have frequencly
responled negative .., :

Ti resnlt of 2 high degree of local automomy in Massachusetts
ho heor that Aschood eyetcmg are too suall Lo provide a
coo, reneraive oO catdonet presram at reasonable coste, L This
conhinat ton of pooit public supyort aqd small school districts
can rean sulstasdord educarional opportunity for o wmajority of

. T KR .. 1]
the ctate's ohiidio,,

Liddic and Krotl prod. d to coupure pupll services at the secondary level
Goatate stadv oin 1965 which vevealed that only L4 pe<eent of amall high
sehools ¢ ooed Tali-tine comsclors, 9 percent parvi-iine and 47 percent had
uo cotnes boon wldTe oD rogiona! pecondasy schools providod full-time

counset g,

with

The cariy respoano, 0 the 1940's and 1950, to inadequaie school
’ b
districts wan Lo coo olidate, Accordianply, school districts around the
count ry vere cedoew frem 127,659 (n 1932 to under 16,000 in 1974,

School district collaboration and school district consolidation are not
at odds vidh cavh othiere Both represent efforts to serve studols better
by angsioe their obiwoed resovrees, lndeed, there is no reaso. why a
school district canaci conuwolbidate with other distrviets even while beconiing
a member of a4 collabountive.

We see the astreepotls of sclhvol districts being compromised by Lue stresscs
witl which they musit uow live, Financial problems now beset even the
wealthicr districts, The incequities of local financing of education have
attracted the attention of the courts,

We contend that no school district, however well resovrced and
sophisticated, can perform adequotely all of the educational and management
tasks that an enliphtened schiool district needs to do in the 1970's.  Fven
if we assuine that a few school districts have such capabilities, it frevuenily
makes Tittle sense to carry out the necdeswiry progrms and scrvices without
refercince to other districts.

2o
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2. School District Consolidation Qﬁs&

School district censolidation 1is the merger of two or more districts
into o sivgle lTarger dintict wiler ocve =overning body and eduinicsteraed by
a single chiet exevcutive officer. The past tuveuty=tfive years have witnessed
the disappearance ol approdinGgteldy 73,000 small to middle-sized school dig=-
tricts in the nation. Althoush considerabie conselidation has occurred in
rural Macsachusetts through the creation of regional scheol districts and
the- aumber »f poverning bodies, only nive consolidations have resulted in
school districts encoumpassing kXindergarten through grada twelve, The other
sixty-eight regional school districts, with two exceptionsg, arce organized
to provide vocational or secondary education,

Students and taxpavers alike potentially henefit througli consolidation.
Merger can provide nmorce efficient and economnical opuration of school
departuments hecause of reductions in administrative staflr, fuller utiliza-
tion of facilities and teachers, savings incurred by bulk purchasing and
combined transportation costs. Larger districts can cffor a wider rance of
programs in all dreas of instruction and often can do thig for the same or
even less moaey, liowever, it must be kept in mind that consolidation does
not guarantce results and is not a solution by itself.

Larger school districts, a consequence of school district consolidation,
can sccure and keep high quality teachers and construct and equip the kind
of buildings teachers and pupils need to do effective work.,

The real potentinl use of consolidation comes from the opportunity to
redefine educational neceds and act on them. As individuals and groups
within the coraunity scek better kindergarten to twelfth grade educational
oppostunities of higler quality ifer their children, and are motivated to
insure that the tex burden is equitab. y dictriluted and the public tex
dollar efficiently expraded, consolidation of school districts begins to make
increasing sense,

Whatever form schoel district reorganization takes, it must be custom
tailored to the characteristics of each city and town, The resulting re-
organization should create an educational eavironment which would allow each
student to be taugiit by superior teachers in the kind of buildings tha<
teachers and pupils need Lo do effiective work. School district reorganiza-
tion should pruvide educational opportunities that meet the varied necds,
interests and abilitics of pupils, The reorpanized district should possess
administrative and gupervisory leadership that will make efficient use of
equipment, people and the financial resources of the state and local area.
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3. School District Collaboration

Perhaps one of the most significant advances over the past several
years has been the proliferation ot informal and informal collaboration
among districcs to mee: comnon needs.

Title 1IT support from the federal government provided major impetus
for expansion of coullaborative cfforts. These have produced in-service
education for tcachers, innovative programs for students and insight into
how intermcdiate service centers can provide support for the schools.

For example, the Merrimack Fducation Center--a collaborative involving
some 21 districte--provides continuing assistance training for the school
districts in its constitueacy., It is also working to develop collaborative
prograus between the Fitchburg State College and its neighboring school
districts so that the recouvrces of the college can be put to work more
directly for the berefit of elementary and secondary education.,

The Education Cooperative (TEC) is another collaborative operating to
serve ten schoeol districts just west of Boston. This small group is
supported by assessmeats made upon the local school districts which represent
about 70,000 students, 1t has developed work study programs for mentally
retarded students, and a major plan for cooperative vocational education
amony, the districts in its constituency.

The Institute for Lducational Services (IES) is yet anotler new organi-
zatien which was created to facilitate collaboration among districts. One
typical IS project: with a federal grant it helped a group of communities
in the southeastern part ol the state work together on a systematic approach
to teacher recruitment and selection.

Some districts are coming together to work on coopetrative purchasing,
as recommended in the Business Task Force report. Nine communities around
Framingham have worked together with local mental health agencies to crecate
a youth guidance center to deal with mental health problems, Originally
designed to provide diagnostic and treatment services and to provide rapid
evaluation of children jn severe trouble, it has expanded to provide both
long-term and brief treatment for children and adults, case worker secrvices,
in-service seminars and programs for school personnel, and help to parents
of severely handicapped children. This center is supported 457 by tbe local
school districts and 457 by the State, with the rumainder of the income from
fees and individual family membershins.

Many services and facilities needed by large numbers of Massachusetts
school districts are best provided on a regional basis. These include:

services that are too unusual, too costly or too specialized for
the individual district to provide itself;

services that are ained at brionging districts together for
collaborative and cooperative undertakings;
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mechanisms for helping districtys to discover and learn aboul new
appreaches that have beoa developed and tested in oilier parts of
Hassachuscet ta==or other parts of the world--und for helping
districts dovelop the neans for tiyving the more promising
approaches,

and finally, methods for aehievingy orcaier cquality by regional

app oaches to cducation which can help all or the studeats din a

resien ave il themeelves, to an huercasing dearee, of the broad
¢ spectrum of cach region's educationsl opportunitics,

Several yeavs njo, Micnacaesci e (oo nome daportant Dirst ot in

[N
this direction by erecting the vogsdount ailico: of the B arteent o Bdocation,
These coldees have doveloped wosi Pas velotionships with Jecal suporingondeat

3
schocl ol itees, terchers oo other cocrminy Toadoro o Bven with vry
mods U tendiag, Lhey have devined neans to provice help to Joes! woloold
disceivis togetber Tor vollalociive undorankings: te organiae traioing:

and oo D ont pregraas o bidn wew fdenn, pov toenniigues and poew

R . . FERPTI " .
gritc o orxere for

It b to adwinictrators and teachorsy to hedp secur
Paporcnnt o prajects: anag Lo provide gome Lintaee botuern steie ol oo )

districis.

D, TR e TR EOARD 07 TR N
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prbrtie o cdne v ion, the State Booard of Lovonties plave a vesponnible

dood per ol ive raic o the orcanioation an! dodivery of edoceation poosrren
gl onoew tres Hews o 0 tL O Bocad e Lo ke bord the roaonroen onad i
clear sratntery outhar 70 to ehieee the Tevets of soben? distrior covsolaidatien

and drdosrediote sevviooes avatlabhle i othee nore odvoneed siat s,

everihistonn, 2w the Coo fesie witl dedicate thesashoet thin cevnrty,
the Lo orpnotoenl bas ooae "0 01 frace aded, rocscd of achiove oot dn

Eos e Lo o crove coneation fo Monanchurotty, partl Tarty in fre oeeend
planc to Joceatoal ize, Ve wili idlostrats ondy son o these ettosty ol
this poial o onr aeport,

T 1971, a special advizory-sreup, the professional statff of the
Mavsachnnet Ls Peportaent of iducation amd handreds of other educiator:s
and representative: of the general citizenry establiche D the comnon ains tor
quality elucatior fu the Comaoms ilth, based upon

Physical o wional Well-betug
Basic Comn cion Skililas
Eftfcctive User of Rnowlease
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Capacity and Desire for Lifelong Learning
Citizenship in a Democratic Society
Respect for the Community of Man
Occupational Competence

Understanding the Environment

Individual Values and Attitudes

Creative Interests and Talents

One practical outcome of scoring these quality education points led to
the Board of Education and the Massachusetts Advisory Council on Education
agreeing that the progress toward these goals could be markedly accelerated;
that the return on resources invested in education could be significantly
increased; and that progress must be accelerated in narrowing the gap between
benefits received by the State's most and least advantaged students. Accord-
ingly, MACE began to apply major resources to ways to make these general
objectives tangible and one result led to the development of this Commission.

The Department has developed new bureaus te aid local school districts.
It has developed a Statewide Student Advisory Council. Strong Department
support has been given to legislative bills to encourage regional aiud
collaborative arrangements. These and many other activities have two key
beneficial effects. The first is the obvious potential for improving local
programs. The second, and not lese important in the long run, is helping
citizens realize that tlie Department is a critical partner in helping to work
out increasingly complex solutioms.

E. PROCEEDING ON THE ISSUES

Based upon the charge to the Commission, the purpose of this report is
to present to fellow citizens the facts and issues surrounding school
district organization and collaboration and to recommend a comprehensive plan
of action covering school districting matters. The Commission was indeed
fortunate in having already available a considerable body of relevant
reports and information on the national and state level. Several of these
reports have discussed educational issues from the perspective of the student.
In particular, a series of reports produced on the state level by MACE and
others helped the Commission in meeting its responsibilities. While these
materials are referred to frequently, it is not feasible to make extensive
references to all that they contain which bears on school districting since
that would add literally hundreds of pages to this report. Also, the
Comnission itself funded a number of study sites around the state, each of

-
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whivh preduced a "site repert,”  (Cuidelines for stude site preposals and

a lint ol reports pzu’vnrd connrise Appescices Boand €, respectively,  The
public fo fovited ro ntudy thene deanmerts Tiated i Appendis B at ity
1

lodor,y o, 00 Sy Tee s s el crp e o to arg oo thia,)

The Coriscion vos eotablifshed by Governer Francis W. Sarvyent's
Exccutive Order Laatbhew 3’,. Fron Dovenher 1H, 1071, to June 12, 1974, the
full Commission, or ity evrecutive cormitter mer a total of 30 tives. The
detalls of G Conndos w's activiticon and the lines of faquiry discus.acd
are teo lerethy to Jetail, bat are outline! in Appordices €, D, anu F,

Vhat TolYors ceproscats seme raseline  rerources used by the Comnission and
some ey activitic, v engaced in both to preduce a report and to encourage
collaboration it the sate tinme,

ALL of our Cormicsion pest ings were entirely open and a nunher of non-
metcbern atteded the ceovivgs and participited in the discussions.  Ta
addition, the "sives" fundd Iy the Commissicn were extensively involved
with lay citirens ana oificials,

Carciul efiorts Vere mn de by the Commission to inform and to seek the
aneel of coier etote CEficinls concorned with sehocl districting issuce,

e Secrotary of L t;Lr(vlrl ‘: fradira ond thoe Conminsioner of Dducwtion were
kept {ally informed of the Coamjsgion's acrivities and recetved interim
reports,  Poth the Scerotary ard the Conuission-r attended Commission mectings
on orea=ion, The State Roanra of Education received a progress report from
MACH's Director (also o member of the board) in the fall of 1974,

The following were basic elements in our work:
1. The MACL<Donley Report

The keystone docuzent for establishing the Commission and develoniug
for it a pregran of work was o preliminary MACE ostudy by Lonala i,
Douley and Vincent Ducere entitied Orgaminine Yoroa Child's Learning
Espocience, Pablisied in Jinuary 1071, Lhis tive hendreeg and l.hty
poie !tvort dr?vlﬂpvd au drrortant data bace for the Conmiscion's
stuay.  The TiTteen rconpencations of this ropert includid a roecom=
r.ndation that led to the precept Governor's Commission and to the
development of an acticn tinetable,

2. Robert li, Schaffer & ss=ociates (RES & A)

In the sprivg of 1972 after reviewing the propesals from six
orpanizations, the Coniission votea Lo enpage the firm of Robert H,
schatfer & Acrociates (45 & A) to search out wavs by vhich the
Comaission cutld proceed to undertake its work, Dr, Schaifer's firm
then set about:

a, Finding out what & sample of leadershio and "pravs roots' peaple
aeress Nassechurerts yoat to do atoeut the State's educations what
thoy oy orders, wont do doy vl Lhewy Poliove g possainiey ard
what thev are resdy to contribuote,

a1
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be Reviewing research and data already available on progress
awdd probiems in Massachusetts cducat ion and the opportunities
and necds for fmprovement,  This ineluded studies sponsored
by the Massachusetts Mvisory Gouncil on Fducation and the
Depariment ot Klucation.

¢. Studying whit other states have done. A number of other
states have undertaken major ef forts in school district

reoryanizai ton and i{mnrovement. The experiences of these other

states offera some guldance for Mascachusetts,

d.  Conducting vorring scssions with Cowmiss ton members, members
of the Departiment of Education and oard of FEducation,
professional associations, superintendents, legislators and
many small groups to assess what might be workable and what

steps can be taken in view of the curront pressures and :lemands

on the educatjon system as well as the many constraints in the
situation,

In September 1973, RS & A submitted a final staff docunent

to the Comnission, Thelr work is reflected throughout this repert.,

3.

MACE Studics

A third important source of evidence is to be found in the
recemmendations of several reports undertaken by the Massachusetts
Advisory Council on Education. MACH wis estiablished on the

recommendat ion ot the Willis-Harrinpton Commission to function as an

independent, state=funded effort to wmike neeessary studies at all
levels of cducation within the Cormonwenlth, Many of the studics
which have been completed have made pointed recommendations about
the status and conditions of scheol districts in Massachusetts,

These recormendat fons are varticularly sfpnificant in that the

studices, with the ancention of Q;‘;z_mi;:_i_n_'.',_“fj)_rr__a_ _(_Zhj_l}_l_'_:i_l.‘c'“.j_r_n__i_n_v._
Fxperiences and Guidelines tor Action:  Organizi ne ddassachusetis

Fauecation for “yjor Laprevement, wveroe tocusced on topics uwucii as
SO DIL A0 ey or  laprevenent,

pupil scrvices, governance, the hipgh schools, business mAanagenent
practices, amd occupational education =- and not on school

districting as such. Yet the implications of these recommendat jons
taken together are clear: "There's a limit to what we can do to solve

this particular problem until something Is done about school
districting.” Recommendations from the following additional MACE
studieg furnish valuable evidence for the present study ot school
district organization and collaboration:

« Inequalitics OglﬁhﬂﬁtiQﬂikfﬂﬂﬂﬁﬁ}ﬁﬂf&;ﬁ“ Massachuseotts (1967).

. Qgggnathyyﬁ_)ﬁigggign for ”“Qﬁﬂfhﬂfﬁﬁﬁi (1968).

—n—— i — e

+ The Manacenent of Vdaciciony] nformition (1968) .

.« Pupil Services for Massachusetts

!
—a— -  ——————— o —

sehools (1969),

3<
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o Tale a Giant Step: Pevaluatior of Sclected Aspects
ot U]L\l R (196Y),

o A Gt e £ ‘ryz] o -':- ol Goper o] Purpose statoe wc1'(uv1
Aid Iunhﬂn“’ in ;|-~Atnnnall\ (LQbU)

v Report of the Mazsachusetts Business Task Force for
School “Andsunvnt (1970) .

.....

. The S ntv‘Dulllv and the Srhools. A Discuseion of _State

Ald Prn;t.vs Yy nd‘%l\hHHLLl‘ and Promis thog | \uL)IU‘ (1910)

...... e A . aes U S R

. Conpensatory Idncariun !n unssughu‘ett An Fvaluation

[

hllh o n.v:udz’lnns \IQ/U)

C e Ge o ae

o e e

. The Massachusetis Department of Education: Proposals for

o . e -

Progress in LPO /0'{ {1970),

-~ s e e eamm . -

» Organizing an lirban School System for Diversity (1970).

o Qualiry Fdacation for the High Schools in Massachusetts:

L e gy D e e [ T T T fema

A %tuuv uf Llu;f_rly3ﬂﬁlr‘xwiJijn'.(hudf in “1..achu,vLLs
\1971)

. Massaclusetts Srudv of Educational Ovportunitics for

————— .o —.ea -

HandLCJpp u.xn.jirxgﬁunLu-(d (nxldrun (LU/I)
+ A Systems Approach for Massachusetts Schools:  A_Study
of school o ilding (U"” (]9/1).

O e - - ——

. Modernizing 3chool Governance for Fducatjonal Equallty

- e - o s 4 -

and UnyL151t" \4*42)

e o

o Massachusctta Scheols: Past, ent and Possible (1972).

’t
—————— ey e vt o~ - e fam e e @ mae. G et s - s mcmm— - -

4. Other Stale Docuwents & Materials

The State Board of FRducation has produced a number of valuable
rcports and statements. Chief axrong these bave been the reeults
approach goals and objectives. OAs well, a nuaber of divisional
and speciol documcats hove pusded the Commission and its stall,
The Of{fice of Regional Lducation Conters has aeveloped ¢ plan
iatended to increase the starf of the six regdional centers tro
49 to 130 pcupxo. Several vocational reports have helped the
Commission’s werk and the Governor's Corminsion on fitizen

Particiration in Coverpuent bas shown a widening interest in
matters which coace n tne Commission.

5. Visits to School Systuns

Visits to sclool sviatems and efforts to obtain "grass roots”
evidence ie a speciol hallmark of this remort. A summary ol these
efforts, which be;an hefore the Conmission was forwed follows:

Q ' :{:{
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During the 1969-71 phase of MACE's study of school districting, the
folleving necns were used to gather dnformation {rem Interested

citivens and cyecintiones poreeag wote favired to wabe pres ptattona

te the wdvivorsy greuy and sttty a seninar on reorvandzation was heid

as part obf o vosuiar condirence o saperintendsats and sehool cormitice
merbers at Weet harvich fo Juae, 1965, resronses were solicited frem

over 500 superintendents and school committec cewbers by use of a

written questioanidred 111 persons attended regional meetings which

wes s hicld ia the Central-woreester, Yestern-lLenox, hortheastern=-Chelmsford,
Connecticat Vallev-Northanpton, and Soutleastern~yew Bedford arias of

the stote. During Decesber, 19773 cnd January, 1974, holfeday and full-
day visits were mide te Warebam, Beston, Leviaston, and Hadlcey school
systeirs by merhers oF the sty gtall, Theece plauned sessioas were
structured to fnclude time with parents and students as well as with pro-
fessional staft. A nutber of the ovsecvations quoted in this report have
their origins in these visits,

6. The Ad Hloe Center on School District Organization & Collaboration

The Commissicn forned an Ad Pee Center on Schiool District Orpantzation
and Collabteration avd housed 1t withita the Missachuserts Advisory Council
on Fducatson. The Ad bHee Conter servad as toe erccutive stotl ol the
Commission and as a clearinghouse on school distiicting research,  Moembers
of the Ad hioe Cencer staff were envaged in a nunber of confercences and
events which gave asuppore to the Comndzsion's activisies and {ntereste,
The Center sponoced Lwo conforences (Appendices G and 1) and distributed
and aralyzed the duta frem ove najor ouestiomnaive (CGppendis 1) and soveral
speclalized projsecte charged vith docurenting cuccessful proctices for
replication topics of the gquesticnadires, conference agendos and the
titles of the site reports are to be tound in Aprendices D, £, apnd B,
respectively,

In all of those plans and acvivities the Cormission made everv effort to
listen to tivee with a viewpoint and to eclority questioas and issues. Yot
school digtricting {5 so central to cuch a wide variety of issues thot the task
of responding to all needs and all eaprescions Lbecomes more than a two=vear
modestly=-funded study can undertake, Given these restraints, the Commiesion,
its stalf, aud thoce required to undercale projects on its behalf, has seen a
need Lo cevolve a precess ina plen of acrien, It remains now to restate the
Commission's pusitivn and to reviow the key concerns of the Commission.

o
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oo thiin worr ialey, sotion 1 oy pe eaptul to disenss and review our
appreach fo the charee, Ve, ey inatance, sav no need to start from croand
zZeros Lo ostey feport presented o solfd research base, and o provicusa
proepared stalh docaizeny revieeed in detail the organdzational recommendations

ey

of o dozen previous HAUL studics.

A munbor of us bad served on the advisery ecommitice to the onley stidy
and sowe cven contirved Lo serve on an facerim comnittee, Furtberrore, the
Governor's Comirinnien represented 2 cross-section of activists who could
view docal, regioeal aad sthte educat fonal problems as familiar to thom
in one conlent or siothe.,

Larly on the Ceraission aprceed not only to produce a report but to begin
and encourags coonevative procrams dround the Cormonwealth as well,  To this
end it wive, withile full support of YMCE, a sienificant part of irs resources
to cnppert a number on Msucoesstul praccices” (see Appendices B oand €Y. As a
result, not ondy were somc procrams bepm ond soie expanded but  involved
citizen  veports were producid to aid the Commission in its work. More about
this vanture in Pare L.

The Commicsion accordingly devoted more time than some Commissions have
to inplementation avd te constdering wave tu hely other citizens sense the
nead and become convinead of the poteatial of scheol district cooperation
and areaswide cpprocches to educatjonal lusues, procrams and services.

Thus, curvoat colladorative and repional cveris post be hoth encouraged and
expanded ol new ones developed,  This should be done within a framework of
planning aad appraisal,

lloldiug central the needs and pspirations of the studene is viewed as
basic in this veport,  The Cormissien, as a consoguence, is convinced that
ech ntudent nust heve a learcing proramn suited to his needs, intercests and
Yearning <toles This is Car casicr to sav than to do,  The challenge iv made
no cacicer vlen we consider the tast-paced werld aad the dramatic chanmes which
affect every aspect of the student's life. Buc some things can help and some can
hinder.

In suppert of the State Board of Education objentives, it appeared important
to the Couricodion to rarge with loeal districts a fundamental requiresent to
define Mool edocation,” Ettorts to o irpreve oducation in Massachusetts
sutier freoa Tack of coumon asrecment on vhat "rood cducation’ really should
be -- as a2 masis for cesparinson to vhat exists teday,

AL A recent pun'ic wecting dedieated to citizen involvement in isproving
cduncatica, e particiwant said: "1'noa carpenters Before 1T go to worlk ou
building sorctbhing I have to have o iairly pond tdea of what it is 1'm trving
to mabaee Sat [ odon't hear wne people in cducation taking the sime approach to
their joha, "

Without dullinitions of wihat the oveten is tryine to achieve, it is

not pounnibie to have any scasinle approach to weasoring or cevaluating how well

L ' "
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the jeb is belng dones  Nor is it possible to decide whether woney is
bedng well spent; wivether haaa resources and ctudents' time e being
vell usody ol wWoul suoudld be weing,ed o ceducat ion and how (L shoula be
changed.,

These questions need Lo be deait with at the local district level,
Definitions of pood education are required that can be applied by school
committees, by superintendents, by school princlpals, by teachers, by
citizevs and by students.  Aad the Department of BEducation has the responsi-
bility for developing answers at the state level,

Assuclated with the need to take on and d-fine what constitutes good
education in eacn school district, but not depuadent on it, are the Lollowing
sin needs:

a. Close the inequalily gaps in the State's education,

b, Moke educaticn wore flexihle, more diverse, and nore
able to meet the wide variety of needs of Massachusetts
citizens and youth.

¢. See that the educaticn system provides more help to
people in selecting sind preparing for corveervs and In
helping to build the econvmy and culture of the State,

d. TImprove sipaificantly the cificiency with wvhich resources
arce used in acconplishing the cducation job.

e, Strengthen the senre of local identification with and
citizen invelvement in cducation.

f. Create metheds by which Massachusetts education ean respond
rapidly to the changing requirenents of the world.

The essepce of the Conmission's siralegy is to create processes that
will fulfill these needs == but do so by neans, expressed in specitic
recomnendations, that create morentuin for nore progress later. Thus the
stratesy is not to try to develop the ultimate answvers to the needs of
Massachusetts education, but rather aanswers that will work now and nethods
that will tacilitate the development of better answers in the future.
Stress is placed on the creation of a planning process rather thar simply
a plan. Each region is unique with its own necds, resources and cuteural
background., No matter how far-seeing, no plan concelved today can possible
be adequiate for tororrow, Thus, it is mure important to create a continuing
process for shaping and acting on pluns than it is to crecate any "plan.”

For the same reasca, the Commission believes it is more i1uportant to
recorrend vseful rweodels and rechods for resoiving conflicts about educational
polivivs and practices ln Messacausettad vhnn to tage @ poerticular penition
on one side or tiv other of sune current controversy unless it appears naces-
sary to do sv.

a6
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strauctures aud weinpodys Cicieh wcorted i thie previous plicce.

A total vier of sebool Chatrict Yoreavisation” do nceded: Most sebeol
district argoviation plans jocus o bonpdayies, ceovrophic size, noobers
of stodonts poe soheaty el LlToeUina o artvosity end recpongibiiio,
But aorcv b bieodor arsoe el Tactors i oeriticsl in the saccess of on
orpanication - coacttionat or othorsise,  Mad all of these crvanizotional .
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alse deal vith toe deselonaaat o st titades, shilic, setivation ond vorking
relation bips ot every level aod boetveen varjiouns tuactions,

In the Yarger seiase, bowever, this Comrission muszt recommend a poocess
for identiiyius probleis and tor nustoring resources and tatent to address
fouad prooleca, The cosmi=gion muat Jaothel Yecorfona o nett sel of
proceduros warh which thie poople of the Comnonvenlth can unleash theiy
encrates ar i vl to o better s o fonrovine doeal education. L, Lhis
Conricnion's repart do more concerned with a process tor Inprovenent  sand
modification than with catalogine the shicrteomings of public cducation in
the Bay Scate.

Cornigairy precduste run tvo visks,  Tue first {s that what they vecommend
vill Le iencreds The sorona o that weat they receniiend mavy be miaqunderstoeod,

By oriih ool stateront ve tedn to o poing out the heeu net Lo Qreate teve
rroblore by qivneri in il v overly prescriptive sratulon which oniv appoar to

recolve probhle cay o The saring o voce fa tiils Veosra iy come from thove fnvelved
vitn the Jontlo fon vl wave apreed to o continue to work tor the fuplerentation
r

ol thin ro;ert.

Throtohort cur worn we have seneht to retain and reflect the pood sense
and tlovor o citizen ddenan and attitudes, Mhove all o olae, ocur work has been
Qapuersod=to-neraen Vendures rrom rany coraents on the dabers of o thisn

Contcicsyon ~ua its stait, one varticularly sceems to oteh Lue moment:
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PART T1

A COLESTON CArnnss EVIDENGE
Alin
Finios WAYS TO FOWVE ASAD

the purpose of a school dictrict vould seem, at Fiest
rlanve, to he ovident ond it in commenly so regarded.
A school district ie to uwrovdiae thn provrans oo
eorvices vantoe !t v people awd neoded by ostedents,
Ahove all, it =ccvs, tus stuconts of ove district
should b able ty sect the stadors of aunother on at
least cqual cducntionnl tarus,

As boeot and as concizely adg woe reasonably can, the
Commission and ite star] jhove scleeted asnects ol the

evidence at hand 0 order to assisl the reader ia dealing

with the fssae ond in realiczing the oricing of the
recormend. ot loas Tound o Part (11 of this revore,
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Voo Yo i b decr i fos rie bade caneat ionat ofructure in the state,
! Vit v nree ave chrrted s dfaeaaend,
Pivncddyvy potiore of o0 wace are oullined as tioy relate te the Connission's

e reveral ofe v sections in Part T deal with several erviticel scheol
district irera wrth oo osocclal o sect fon devoted to urban educating, and

anothec decctibine recont wdvonces in developing state and arca-wise anmonches
Lo cdaestjon teprovesont throupn rie pore skillful use of resources.  but

Prre b Lie Sfrnciure.

1. Tihie Structuve

: I3

itois o velatively wimplo patter to characterize the structure of
puvliv cleventary one tecondary odoestion ia Massachusetls.  Presontly only
tvo tiern aio invelved,  Cihe Tivst tier consists of local school districts
(Lhas) and the sccend coupriscs the State Board of Education.

fn the firet tiee thore are, depanding upon what is ceunted, & great
many sebeel Dlgtricts in oour spalld state.s They are ‘ndicated in the
Legpartaooal's “PFacts Avout Fdacvat ica in Massachusetts, 1972-73":

,

.q..’, ';‘1IS ()I' (*, (():jT ! j(‘r'i"( TQ ‘\v \'A(’-r. XPI»! ‘L\"qu\‘ .
10000 e e T

'T\. \r"‘ oy '(" ],. 1072"73 1q/l"‘72 9:_79“ 1-.

e e e aete oM. e s e e

Gitivs ond Toens (opewational) 309 312 312
Towns (.ot epurational) 42 39 39
Repulor Replor b 48 47 45
Kepnlar Bepionals (plannoed) 2 3 5
Vecatjoral-Toelsticas Fervionals 14 12 11

Vecaticwd ~Teennical Rordienals {planued) 7 9 10

MOTR o Ui nooatan L rd delinitien of a school district has been eotalblfehed
T ool the e eiven b Lhis report from tine to tine

1 34
ERIC

”



27

Historically school districts in Massachusetts followed municipal
lines and, as towns divided, each new entity insisted upon developing an
autonomous school district, carrying localism to a geographic and spatial
extrene. In addition to individual school districts in cities and towns,
a number of overlapping regional schools were developed beginning in the
late forties.

Today, there are three types of school districts in Massachusetts: towns
and cities, each with its own school committee; towns which have their own
school committee but are also members of a school union (generally for the
purpose of conducting elementary education), and regions which are legal
corporate entities, the members of which are cities and towns. In terms
of numbers of students served, towns and cities are the predominant type
of school governance unit with 187 towns and cities serving 1,042,822
students, approximately 87% of the students of the Commonwealth. Only 5.6%
of the students are to be found in towns which are members of unions.

Only 7.37% of the students are in schools operated by regions.

One perplexing and continuing structural problem has been the existence
of school unions. Originally, school unions made sense since several small
communities were joined together to conduct some affairs in common and to
employ one superintendent. In the state, 38 school superintendents continue
to serve in school unions consisting of from two to six communities.
Typically, union superintendents must go from meeting to meeting and must
manage many of the affairs of each town in the union separately.

Between the two tiers mentioned earlier, six State Board of Education
Regional Educational Centers (RECs) and a wide variety of private inter-
mediate arrangements have developed. In some respects these public and
private agencies could be viewed as another tier between the two described
earlier. The Commission, however, views these regional efforts as not yet
having developed on a state-wide basis to the point of representing a
distinct third layer.

Commissions studying school district organization nation wide typically
support K~12 districts under one-schuol comuittee and one superintendent.
Where does Massachusetts stand with reference to this goal of the school
district consolidatjon movement? Actually, when vicwed from the perspective
of "where students are" this Commission finds the Bay State is in reasonably
good shape. Over 87%Z of the public school students in the state are now
receiving their education in K-12, 13, 14 school districts.

Not all of these - school districts are of the same kind and some
actually approach the K-12 concept in operation. Some of these students
are in '"co-terminous unions and rcgions'" under the responsibility of a
single superintendent (and two school committees) from grades K-12. This
adjustment places the actual percentage in K-12 districts at 93%.

a0
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2. Enrolment

For the first time in our nation's history, we face in the future
declining school enrolments. 7The picture in Massachusetts is not different.
It is predicted (see Figure 2) that the total number of students will grow
overall from 1,228,000 in 1973 to a peak of 1,243,000 in 1976 and then
begin a period of decline., WNot surprisingly, various parts of the state
will be affected differently., In addition, school districts are now begin-
ning to consider other students not previously served. The new special
education statute, Chapter 766, calls for educational programs for individ-
uals with special needs from age three through age twenty-one.

FIGURE 2

PROJECTED SCHOOL ENROLMENTS IN THOUSANDS OF STUDENTS, 1973-1980

P

1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1379 1980

Source: Massachusetts School Enrglment Projection, 1973-1980, Table VI, p. 13
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Whatever enrolments bear on the case, greater thought to planning
seems to be imperative. Planning is required for determining building
utilization, common programmatic offerings to assure economy of scale
as well as quality programs, joint staff and professional appointments,
and the actual phasing out, joining or decentralizing school districts.

Private school decreases in enrolment will result (see Table 1) in
some increases in public school enrolment in larger towns and cities with
a high proportion of Catholic population.

TABLE 1

PRIVATE SCHOOL ADJUSTMENTS, HISTORICAL AND ESTIMATED

YEAR GRADES 1-8 GRADES 9-12 TOTAL 1-2 DECREASE PERCENT DECREASE
1968 | 151,200 60,200 211,400

1970 | 131,400 55,500 186,900 | 24,500 11.6

1972 | 110,000 52,700 162,700 | 24,200 13.0

19751 | 81,000 48,000 129,000 | 22,400 13.82

1980t | 38,000 38,000 76,000 | 21,200%3 16,423

1. Estimated
2. Adjusted to two year intervals

3., The decrease in grades 1-8 in 1980 reflects in part the decrease in
births. The actual transfer rate is expected to decrease somewhat
in the late 1970's for grades 1-8.

Source: Massachusetts School Enrollment Projection, 1973-1980
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Other enrolment characteristics are worth noting: the projected
dropout rate should continue to show a gradual decline; there will
probably be little nct migration into the state during the 1970's; and
kindergarten enrolments will be very close to first grade enrolments --
this adjustment for the addition of kindergarten in many communities
has already been made. Another dimension of enrolment projection has
to do with the pattern of migration within the state: from rural to
urban, from urban to suburban, and perhaps from suburban back to urban.

Figure 3 1is one more demonstration of the dynamics of school
districting. By and large, school district educational programs are too
often relatively unaffected by e¢nrolment trends and population shifts.
Yet cities and towns do thange dramatically, as Figure 3 and Appendix J
show not only in terms of population but in terms of socio-economic
factors. The Commission feels that such changes should not be entirely
ignored in appraising students and their needs area by area.

3. The Costs

Few cost figures make pleasant reading in 1974. 1In the past,
expenditures for public education have been barely tolerated. Recently,
many cities and towns in the nation have revolted and simply refused to
pay the increasing costs for necessary programs and facilities. Around
the nation some municipalities have gone bankrupt trying, in part, to
support schocls, and, in the extreme, public schools have actually been
closed down. lMassachusetts has seen per pupil costs assume the following
grim configuration:

YEAR COST PER PUPIL
1952-53 $ 296
1962-63 $ 456
1972-73 $1,094

a4y



FIGURE 3

MASSACHUSETTS CHANGES IN MANY WAYS;
HERE IS ONE WAY IT CHANGES.

THE IMPLICATIONS FOR STATE AID FORMULAS, SCHOOL HOUSE
CONSTRUCTION AND SCHOOL DISTRICTING ARE MANY.
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Since approximately 75 percent of the cost of local education {s derived
from local property taxes, every effort is made to contain educational costs.
These facts have been cited in several studies along with a description of the
consequences, Dr., Cook, in his report for MACE, wrote:

The property tax is a crucl and regressive tax, and one that
has tihe unfortunate consequence of placing the interests of
children in direct opposition to other bread and butter
interests at the lowest level of government, the city or
town. One tries, for example, to think of another society
that has replaced the interest of its young and its old in
such direct opposition.

Far more disturbing are the unequal resources available and applied in
education in various municipalities. A reflection of the problem may be
obtained from comparing the expenditures of the following five cities and

towns.

Town it Equalized Valuation per
L School Attending Child

Medford $23,166

Medway 19,320

Melrose 31,401

Mendon 22,026

‘Merrimack . 12,800

The results show a variation in per pupil operating expenses that have
begun to gain attention in the courts.

PER PUPIL CPERATING EXPENDITURES, 1973

Number of

Expenditures School Districts
$100+ 72

900-999 69

800~-899 92

700-799 48

600-699 25

500-599 2

400-499 1

The Commission is aware of the fact that, with few exceptions, the
cost per pupil for occupational education is higher than the cost per
pupil in an academic or gencral curriculum. More dollars are needed per
pupil in an auto mechanics class limited to 20 students (controlled
capacity) than a tenth grade alsebra class of 28 students -- to which
two or three can conveniently be added. Migh capital investment in equipment,
more instructional space, controlled class size, and, iu some cases, higher
salary for the instructor for the occupational progran -- these make the
ditference.
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Recognizing that occupational eduation does cost more, the Commission
finds a startling, almost erratic di{ference in costs per pupil in
different schools., In the school district sample v.e surveyed, Duxbury
spends $4,540 per pupil for ovccupational education, North Attleboro $176.
Waltham, another of the richer districts, spends $2,165 and Holyoke, a
poorer city in its same size category, spends $1,215.

Since the mid-1960's, a series of court cases have been filed in federal
courts alleging that various state systems for the financing of public schools
were in violation of the equal protection guarantee of the Fourteenth
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States. The pace of the movement
to reform the means of financing public education was vastly speeded up in
1971 with the ruling of the Supreme Court of California in the now famed
"Serrano v. Priest'" decision. In that case, it was ruled that education was
a fundamental right and that the system of funding education in California
discriminated against the poor because it made the quality of a child's
education a function of the wealth of his parents and neighbors.

In Massachusetts, like many other states, an annual series of bills are
submitted to the state legislature to "reform" the method of financing public
education in the Commonwealth. Since 1967, cities and towns have been
receiving state aid and assistance designed to equalize the local funds
available for education. ost of these '"reform" efforts have been to try
to refine the existing system either by raising the average percentage
amount of entitlement or by eliminating the minimum and maximum aid
restrictions. With very minor exceptions, the state funding under Chapter
70 of the General Laws has changed very little since its inception and is
beyond the comprehension of most. MACE studies have shown that the formula
is less than favorable to our large cities and appears to benefit most of
our relatively wealthy suburbs.

4, Summing Up

a. While most other states have been consolidating school districts,
Massachusetts has added more in recent years. Even more serious,
the uses of area-wide units to assist local school districts
in carrying out their educational msisions have not been fully
developed. Thus the present structure is basically one with a
relatively large number of semi-autonomous school districts which
are experiencing similar problems separately.

b. The issue in Massachusetts school district organization is more
one of eliminating fragmentation and overlap than one of mandating
consolidation to obtain a certain minimum size and a K-12
organization. With a developed intermediate structure, it becomes
more Jlikely that school districts will collahorate to the benefit
of students and to ultimate operational efficiency.

c. Rough as enrolment projections can he, we can begin to see that
student increases ars largely a thing ot the past., At the sane
time, population shifts and econumic developments do alter school
districts enough to l{orce the state to consider its responsibilities

Q ‘1‘;
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to equal educational opportunity in every secction of the state.
Equalized evaluation figures can be cruelly affected by population
losses combined with a lowering of community socio-economic status.

d. A child attending school in one town may find that approximately
$6,500 is spent to give him or her a K-12 education while in another
town well over twice that amount is spent on another child. Such
differences emphasize the issue of inequality of educational
opportunity. Clearly, the quality of a learner's education should
not be a function of local district wealth.

B. MEASURES OF SCHOOL DISTRICT INEQUALITY

The Commission determined that it needed good evidence of school district
inequalities to use itself and to present later in its report. It was
decided to focus on a few key areas rather than overwhelm the reader with
details and documentation which appear in other readily available reports,
many cited in Part I of this report.

In the view of the Commission, its report emphasizes planned action and the
development of a balanced and sensible set of phased activities to build
toward equality, excellence and good management. The next sections are
intended to assist the reader in understanding and putting into context the
need for action.

Two important influences on educational programs in Massachusetts
school districts are assessed valuation of property and school district size.
There are many other characteristics that influence educational programs and
efficiency of operation but these two appeared especially relevant to conditions
in the Bay State in the mid-1970's. Accordingly, thirty-nine school districts -
formed a basis from which to extract information useful to the Commission's
work. The process used in choosing these districts follows:

a. All school districts in Massachusetts were arranged by organization,
type and size.

b. A selection was made from the school districts at six points by
size and organization: 700, 1,200, 2,500, 4,000 and 10,000
students plus the three largest cities.

c. For each of the six size groups, a set of school districts
substantially below the state average of equalized valuation
per child was matched with a set of school districts substantially
above the state average of equalized valuation per child. Inasmuch
as there are no '"rich cities" in Massachusetts, the three largest
cities are grouped with the '"poor districts."

a7
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d. Four regular regional school districts and their feeder town
schools, most of which were members of union school districts. are
part of the sample. (Regional vocational school districts will
be considered separately.) One K-12 union school district, North
Brookfield, has been included.

The resulting sanple includes approximately 10% of the school districts and
slightly more than 20% of the pupils in the Commonwealth. The main purpose of
this sample was to create a common size and valuation structure against which
other information could be displayed. The school districts chosen, their
enrolments and their equalized valuation per school-attending child are shown
on Table 2.

Having a sense of varying ability to pay among school districts, we next
turn to specific issues relating to or associated with size, wealth, and
isolation.,

1. Fiscal Crisis in Local School Districts

The Commission recognizes school financing as a priority issue in school
district organization and collaboration planning. Taxation is a major problem
facing urban and rural school districts where minorities are concentrated.

The chief burden of school financing in Massachusetts still falls upon the
local property taxpayer. The Report of the Massachusetts Business Task Force

PR LA e Yoy

for School Management assessed the problem in 1970 as follows:

In 1968-69,*% 527 of the support for public elementary and secondary
schools on a nation-wide basis was funded by local taxation, 40.7%

was appropriated by the state, and 7.3% by the federal government.

The corresponding figures for Massachusetts were 70.7% local, 22.47%
state, and 6.9% federal. Compared with support given to education in
other states, Massachusetts cannot be proud of its standing. Although
one of the richer states, eighth in per capita income and fifth in
personal income per school-age child, Massachusetts ranks twenty-fifth
in actual expenditures per pupil.

This stands in contrast to the state's comparative rank of tenth in
per capita expenditures._for police protection, first for fire
protection, and tifth for welfare.

Collaboration efforts between unequal school districts invites domination
and control over the poorer districts by the richer ones. Thus city school
districts must first be strengthened before serious collaborative efforts
can be considered which will serve to operate in the best interest of
minority children.

%1973-74 figures show only a slight national change.
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TABLE 2

ENROIXMENT, 1972, AXD ECUALIZED VALUATION PER
SCHOOL=ATTENDING=-CHILD, 1972, (N JCHOOL DISTRICTS SAMPLED

Equalized Equalized
Poorer Valuation Richer Valuation
Districts Enrolment S.A.C.* Districts Enrolment S.A.C.*
o ——~ o — -
(Largest cities)
BOSTON 96,160 16,381
SPRINGFIELD 30,360 16,890
WORCESTER 29,430 18,075
Average 51,983 16,790
(About 10,800 students)
HOL YOKE 9,142 19,741 CAMBRIDGE 9,775 37,848
LAWRENCE 9,846 17,593 LEXINGTON 9,089 29,790
MALDEN 10,467 20,046 WALTHANM 11,413 44,17
Average 9,818 19,016 Average 10,002 39,063
(About 4,000 students)
HUDSON 3,947 17,155 DARTMOUTH 4,419 39,476
N. ATTLEBORO 4,181 18,646 LONGMEADOW 4,298 41,047
ROCKLAND 4,019 14,548 MILTON 4,450 44,318
Average 4,049 16,320 Average 4,389 41,871
(From 2,300 to 2,900 students)
MEDWAY 2,566 19,320 DUXBURY 2,802 37,685
OXFORD 2,937 12,924 WESTCN 2.898 62,539
MAHAR REGIONAL 1,082 DOVER-SHERBORN
(7-12) REGIONAL 1,083
ERVING 193 47,478 DOVER 591 50,038
NEW SALEM 1A 15,517 SHEREORN 614 35,772
ORANGE 891 13,329
PETERSHAM 140 23,622
WENDELL 47 18,478
QUABBIN REGIONAL 981 OLD ROCHESTER
BARRE 482 17,110 REGIOMAL (7-12) 1,133
HARDWICK 316 19,751 MARION 494 43,478
HUBBARDSTON 443 21,687 MATTAPQISETT 733 30,722
OAKHAM 94 19,767 ROCHESTER 269 27,985
Average 2,561 22,474 Average 2,654 45,311
(About 1,200 students)
N. BROOKFIELD 1,212 17,406 HARWICH 1,575 76,816
BELCHERTOMWMN 1,317 18,086 ROCKPORT 1,012 68,830
Average 1,¢85 17,771 Average 1,294 73,499
(About 700 students)
DOUGLAS 716 20,161 HADLLY 691 37,772
“School-Attending-Child a9

Maesachusetts School Directory, 197/2-73 and Analysis of School
Ald to Mass. Cities and Towns, 1972-73

L Souvrces:
ERIC

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.
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The differential in size and the level of community control between
districts is also an important factor to be considered. Often residents of
rich suburban communities have stronger mechanisms for controlling the
policies of a system which serves 20,000 children than a school system
of 100,000 children with diverse racial and class constituencies.

This point cannot be over-emphasized: the strengtheninr of poor school
districts by equalizing financial resources between the school districts
throughout the Commonwealth must be a priority of school district organization
and collaborative planning and of the state.

Several alternatives are being presented to and examined by the
General Court which would provide a more equitable system of financing
education. In fact, MACE is at work on the issues as is the Department of
Education. A preliminary report of the current MACE study of schouol finance
states:

In general, high percentages of respondents in all three
groups —-- school officials, municipal officials, and
legislators -- see the question of school finance as an
aspect of general fiscal reform in the Commonwealth. Over
767% of this preliminary sample strongly indicate that school
funding programs should be considered as only one part of a
comprehensive reform package. To separate it from a compre-
hensive package with wide-spread support is destined to bring
about no reform.

A better approach to school district organization and collaboration is
clearly implied ir this statement. However, collaboration, as it is under-
stoad today, cannot be expected to equalize education in and of itself.

The Courts have good reason to press for a state response to financial
inequities betwcen school districts.,

2. The Small School District

Several MACE studies have commented on the effect of the deficienies
of school districting on the number and variety of learning experiences
available to students. In particular, the small school district, with its
one smail high school and/or one or more very small elementary schools,
has come under special scrutiny. Robert Schaffer commented on the
limitation of services and opportunities for students as well as the inevita-
bility of higher costs which characterize the small school district:

Children growing up in one of Massachusetts' smaller districts
-=- those with fewer than, cav, 2,000 pupils -- have a narrowver
range of services, options and opportunitices than those growing
up in larger districts. Moreover, the cost for what is received
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will probably be higher than for the students in the larger
districts. And, as the world becomes more complex in its
technology and the range of knowledge needed for careers and

for intelligent living and citizenship, this discrepancy becomes
more serious.

Lloyd dichael labeled the absence of truly comprehensive high schools
as a 'great deficiency in school organization in Massachusetts,' aggravated
by the size of school districts:

The findings in this study strongly support a commitment to
assure every youth an equal onpportunity for a quality
education; and the conviction that this goal can best be
realized in a widely comprehensive high school.

A great deficiency in school organization in Massachusetts

is the absence of comprehensive high schools with appropriate

and relevant programs for many thousands of young people.

Many schools are too small to be effective either as educational
or economic units. High schools with limited enrollments and
inadequate rescurces do not have the capacity to provide the
excellence and diversity of educational opportunities that a truly
comprehensive school can achieve.

Liddle dnd Kroll pointed out that the educational inadequacies of the
small school district were further compounded by the isolation which is a
part of many rural communities:

Rural youth still suffer from isolation. They observe limited
patterns of living and therefore have a restricted view of the
world. 1In truth, rural youth in Massachusetts are as

“"culturally disadvantaged' as those to whom .1at label is

usually ascribed. Because there is little movement in and out

of the community, there is a deceptive atmosphere of general
agreement concerning values. Their low exposure to cosmopolitanism
and diversity leaves them lacking in intergroup and international
understanding, so that they become less tolerant of diverse
philosophies and behavior and more fearful of change and the
unknown.

The youngster in a rural area may experience some difficulty in
extracting himself as an individual from his family and other
reference groups such as church and ethnic group . . . His expecta-
tions of himself and his potential may be low, while at the same
time his expectation of substantial upward mobility is limited

by his isolation from knowledge of a variety of jobs and
opportunities for continued education.
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3. How Many School Districts are '"Too Small?"

In terms of curriculum, when is sall "too small?" How many school
districts in Massachusetts can be defined as being too small by virtue
of the fact that the schools within them are too smali? 1In considering the
absolute minimum of size, the weight of the literature seems to say
"at least one class per grade level in elementary school; sufficient
numbers to produce a graduating class of 100 at the secondary level"
(Conant's recommendation). Assuming a class size of 28, this would mean
a K-6 elementary school should have at least 196 pupils -- this can be

rounded off to be 200. Allowing for dropouts and transfers, about 500 '
students are necessary to insuvre a graduating class of at least 100 each
year.,

There are 37 school districts in }fassachusetts with asize per grade level
of fewer than 28 pupils within the school district. At the secondary level,
there are 28 districts with enrollments too small to produce a graduating
class of 100. These 65 districts are presently bearing the penalties of
small size.

Table 3 conveys further information about small school districts.

We will later discuss a minimum student base figure for educational
programming of 3500 in grades K to 12, There is no magic figure, however.
Appendices K and L tell what this might mean in Massachusetts.

The limitations owing to small size are patently observable when a
district can provide, at most, standard subject matter offerings within a
traditional graded structure., If it is impossible to bring about some new
arrangements, the consolidation of school districts may be the only answer
to the limitations of curriculum and excess costs.

4. Cource Offerings in School Districts

Larger high schools (generally in larger school districts) offer a
greater number and variety of courses than do smaller high schools. One
Michigan study, for example, indicated a close relationship between school
district organization and educational programs.

Very small districts are limited in the variety of programs and services
they are able to provide. 1In cases where programs and services have to be
of fered small districts tend to incur high unit costs. The fact that they
offer only a limited range of services nevertheless results in a total
average cost per student which is often as high or higher than that in
larger districts.

In interviews conducted by the commission staff in several school districts,
~tudents expressed mixed feelings about high school course offerings. A boy
in one of the smallest high sciwols in the state didn't see the lack of
course selection as being a problem.




TABLE 3
=

¢ "ENTS PER GRADE LEVEL IN THE 131 SMALLEST

SCHOOL DISTRICTS 1IN MASSACHUSETTS, 1973-74

Grade Organization of District

Students

per Grade

Level, K-6 |K-4,5 K-6 K-8 Totals
Under 14 2% 12% 3% 17%
14-21 0 18% 2% 20%
28-41 4 10 5 19
42-55 0 5 4 9
Totals 6 45 14 65
Stuvdents

per Grade Grade Organization of District
Level in

Grades 9-12{7-12 9-12 K=-12 Totals
Under 100 0 0 15% 15%
100-124 2% 1* 10% 13*
125-149 1 0 11 12
150-174 4 0 4 8
175-199 7 1 10 18
Totals 14 2 50 66

* Learning opportunities would appear to be severely limited
by factors relating to size if these schools are attempting to
provide a traditionally organized standard program.




"I think the variety of courses offered by the high school is
adequate for the town, because the kids preobably don't expect
that much and the courses they do take fill up their schedules
anyway. So they probably have enough."

Another student, a boy in a secondary school four timés the size of the
high school just mentioned, expressed a different point of view:

"I just feel that if there is a wide variety of courses then a
student is much more apt to get into courses he's interested in.

I think students then would be more apt to learn something instead
of just being stuck in a course in which they would be bored.

I think we should have more mini-courses, like the English mini-
courses.

L3

A MACE study by Lloyd Michael, Quality Education for the High Schools
in Massachusetts rendered somewhat mixed results:

QUESTIONNAIRE RESPONSES

WEAKNESSES AND STRENGTHS AS VIEWED
BY STUDENTS IN 33 REPRESENTATIVE SCHOOLS

Number of Percent of

Weaknesses Students Students
Courses and/or Curriculum

(Overemphasis on preparation

for college, limited vocational 933 33.95

education, not enough one semester

electives
Various other responses 1885 66.05
Strengths

Courses and/or Curriculum
(Independent studies, quality
of courses, high standards, 1319 47.99
variety of courses)

Various other responses 1429 52.01
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Is this the whole story? We must realize that dropouts had no opportunity
to respond and that the angry student -- often doing poorly in school --
usually does not comnrlete questiounaires. If at Jeast one third of our
regular high school students feel that more programs are necessary, the
Commission senses we ought to find ways to respond to this need.

The display in Table 4 of the number of high school courses offered
against the size-wealth matrix of the sample Table 3 tends to support the
reults achieved in consolidation research studies. With few exceptions,
the larger the school districts the greater number of course offerings.

And with but one exception, the average number of courses per district in

the richer districts exceeded the courses per district in the poorer

districts. The differences, however, are not great in the groups of

districts with 4,000 students and below. There is a significant breaking point
between the districts with approximately 4,000 students and those with 10,000
students for both the richer and poorer districts.

S. Articulation in School Districts

One objective of the movement to consolidate school districts is to have
every student's K-12 learning experiences under the jurisdiction of one
school committee and one superintendent. Certainly there is a greater
opportunity that articulation of curriculum from elementary to secondavy or
from elementary to junior high to high school wili take place if all of these
levels are under one jurisdiction.

The amount and quality of "articulation of curriculum" which actually
takes place depends upon the strength of the superintendent and the number and
attitude of the scliool committees involved. Where there are more than two
towns involved, the superintendent may be so weighed down with meetings and
"regular school committee business'" that articulation becomes a low priority
in his 1list of tasks to be accomplished. In one co-terminous arrangement
involving just two towns, each town maintained a separate 7th-8th grade
junior high school =- one with about 300 students and the other with about
150 students. The two buildings were located three short blocks from one
another and from all observation there were no important effects .o combine
staff or cooperate on program offerings. Even with these reservations, the
co-terminous union aud region is a superior organizational form to irregular
combinations of towns and unions feeding into irregularly composed regions.

The Commission feels that articulation between grades and among schools and
even among individual courses is a matter of vital importance to sensible
educational programs. The educating of a child ought to be viewed on a K-12
continuum and not as a matter of quantum leaps from elementary schcol to junior
high to senior high.

o5H




TABLE 4

NUMEER OF HIGH SCHOOL COURSES: 1972-1973
Poorer Half-sem.  Semester |Richer Half-sem.  Semester
Districts or shorter courses Districts or shorter courses |
(largest cities)
BOSTON 63 330
SPRINGFIELD 37 182
WORCESTER 3] 246
_ (about 10,000 students)
HOL YOKE 24 135 CAMBRIDGE 30 183
LAWRENCE 14 106 LEXINGTON 22 86
MALDEN 2 1m WALTHAM 29 172
(about 4,000 students)
HUDSON 10 35 DARTMOUTH 50 71
N. ATTLEBORO 2 M LONGMEADOW 33 79
ROCKLAND 47 95 MILTON 63 118:
(from 2,300 to 2,900 students)
MEDWAY 9 100 |DUXBURY 6 69
0XFORD 8 69 WESTON 32 94
MAHAR REGIONAL DOVER-SHERBORN
(7-12) NA NA REGIONAL 0 43
ERVING COVER
NEW SALEM SHERBORN
ORANGE
PETERSHAM
WENDELL
QUABBIN REGIONAL ) OLD ROCHESTER
(7-12) 13 59 REGIONAL (7-12) 2 108
BARRE MARION
HARDWICK MATTAPOISET
HUBBARDSTON ROCHESTER
OAKHAM
(about 1,200 students)
N. BROOKFIELD 4 79 HARWICH 14 81
BELCHERTOWN NA NA ROCKPORT 8 80
DOUGLAS Jj 67 HADLEY N 73
Y 56

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



In the viev of the Commission, the important point is that every
school district, regardless of size, make arrangements not only for smooth
level-to-level articulation but also for linking articulation with optiomns.
On a limited scale, in vocational and special education for instance,
articulations and options arc associated. lowever, when we consider the
diverse talents and interests of students, such arrangements are under-
utilized. Why prevent one high school, in a cluster of several, from
nffering a music major and another from offering science as a specialty?

6. Support for Instruction

One way to determine the strength of the commitment of the people of
Massachusetts to the principle of equality of opportunity is to examine
per-pupil expenditu:es for instruction. Granted that this focuses concern
tor an input into education -- and one district might be able to generate
more student achievement for fewer dollars than another. lowever, gross
inequalities of expenditures per pupil in different districts would certainly
be evidence of the violation of the equal opportunity concept.

Are there gross iluequalities of expenditure supporting instruction?
Unfortunately the answer is yes. A student in lHolyoke in 1971-72
received $11.16 worth of textbooks, library materials, and audio visual help
for his education. That same year, $53.81 was spent on similar materials
for the education of each student in VWeston. With but few exceptions (the
data on regions and supporting clementary districts seems to be inconclusive),
richer districts provided significantly more dollars for non-personal support
of instruction than did poorer districts (Table 5),

When considering the total operating expenditures par pupil in 1971-72,
the same observation holds throughout the sample and, with but one exception,
in every size category. How much inequality of opportunity is inflicted when
only $726 is spent to educate a high school student in Belchertown and $1,881
is spent to educate a high school student in Cambridge? Does a student
in Dover~-Siherborn have a bette chance for good academic preparation for
college than does a student wit’ a similar intellectual capacity in Medway?
In Dover-Sherborn, $1,655 was spent in operating funds, in Medway only $991.
It is not difficult to visualize the extra books, library materials, and
visual aids that $664 can buy for one pupil.

Size does not seem to be 2 factor in differences of expenditure per

pupil -~ at least so far as this sample is concerned. The inequality ot
the distribution of funds, however, makes an enormous difference.
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7. Student Achievement

The pertinent research on student achievement and school district
organization and size of school up until 1970 has been summarized in the
Donley Study. Perhaps the study most relevant to the 12% of Massachusetts'
students in non-X-12 districts is the work done by Burton Kretlow. Holding
the factor of wealth constant, Kretlow established that pupils in reorga-
nized districts (now K-12) did better on achievement tests than did pupils -
in non-reorganized districts (non-K-12).

However, studies on pupil achievement as related to size of school show
no clear picture. The most recent summary of the research points toward
economic and social factors of the family as being more important than size of
school:

Studies could be used to support either side of an argument

on the effect of school size on the achievement of pupils both

in high school and college. Factors other than school size

seem to be more important in determining the degree of pupil
achievement in school. The Minnesota Public School Survey
Committee in 1969 suggested that the educational attainment

and occupation of the pupil's father might be a more relevant
indicator than size of school, although pupils in large schools
had fathers with higher educational and occupational levels than
pupils in small schools, due no doubt to the location of schools.
Using the Project Talent data, Flanagan found that size of schools
was not closely related to pupil achievement, and Kiesling, also
using Project Talent data, concluded that, in terms of pupil
achievement, larger high schools are less efficient than smaller
schools.

One standard of student achievement which has been used is the percentage
of graduating seniors who enter college (Table 6). In this regard, the
Commission agrees with the statement in the Education Research Survey:

If one assumes that the "best" or "quality'" school is one
which hes as its primary objective to prepare the greatest
possible percentage of its students for success in college,
then the percentage of graduates who enter college is a valid
measure of how good the school is. The trend among educational
theorists, however, has been to discard the notion that the
purpose of elementary and secondary schools is to prepare
students for college. Education for the world of work is
considered by many educators to be the proper function of
schools, whether that world of work is entered straight from
high school or only after completing a graduate or under-
graduate degree. A school which serves a student population
which 1s not primarily college-bound should not be judged

as unsuccessful because only a small percentage of its graduates
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go on to college. It may in fact be a better school at doing
what it set out to do than the school which places 75 percent
or more of its graduates in college., The question might also
be raised as to whether entering college is an indicator of
being prepared to succeed in college,

With this reservation in mind, the Commission examined information about
Massachusetts graduates from two sources.

In one of the earlier MACE studies, Andre Daniere related median family
income in a number of communities to the further education received by
graduates of the public high schools in these communities. The main findings
of the follow-up analyses of high school graduates from these 56 public
high schools were as follows:

a. A high school graduate's chances of continuing his formal
education in the year following graduation are less as the
median family income of his community is lower. Between
50% and 557 of high schocl graduates continue with some kind
of formal education in low-income communities, whereas the
figure is 83% for the highest-income level communities and
637 in the next highest.

b. The chances of attending a four-year institution drop even
more dramatically for pupils from low-income communities.
Only 257 of high school graduates from these communities go
on to four-year colleges, while 557 do so in the highest
income~level communities and 33% in the next highest. Howveveyr,
the large cities (Boston and Worcester in this sample) do
substantially better than othei communities in their income-
level class.

¢. The chances of attending a college of high -- or even medium --
quality are again much lower for zraduates from iiigh schools
in low-income communities than for those from high-income
communites. Conversely, the chances of these students attending
a low-quality institution increase as the community income-
level drops.

A second source of information for the Commission was the data on
high school graduates for the school districts in our district sample
reported in Table 5. Without exceptiou and in every size category, a
higher percent of graduates in richer districts entered a four-year college
than did graduates of the poorer districts. lLooking at the data from a
size viewpoint, thc smailest districts in both richer and poorer categories
had smaller percentages going on to four-year colleges.
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C. Urban and Metropolitan Organizations

Until recently studies of school district reorganization have tended
to focus on the problems of small, non-K-12 districts which were generally
located in towns and rural areas. The ultimate thrustof such studies was
"school district consolidation," developing strategies, incentives, and
mandates to bring the small, fragmented districts into a larger, more
integrated school district organization. Massachusetts still has problems
with school district consolidation. There are, we have seen, a number
of small school districts and unions in this category which do need to
be studied, but action on this problem affects a relatively small number
of students in the Commonwealth.

A MACE report completed in 1970, Orpganizing an Urhan School System
for Diversity was done to assist Boston and did, in fact, lead to
significant educational improvements in our major city. However, the
observations and final recommendations are worth the careful attention of
other cities in the Bay State. The insights and findings of this 1970 study
were helpful to the Commission and its staff.

The simple fact is that the Bay State is metropolitan with most people
living in and around cities, The little red school hause has gone urban,

1. Massachusetts: A Metropolitan State

of the 5,726,676 people in the Commonwealth, 3,586,814 (62.6%) live in
municipalities of 25,000 or more. These people occupy only 998.56 square
miles, 12.1% of the area of the stata. Table 7 shows us that urban
municipalities of 25,000 or more in the Boston area alone account for 41.8%
of the state population and occupy only 6.1% of the land area! Furtheimore,
over half of the students in the Commonwealth in 1973-1974, some 648,186
students (34.1%7 of the state total), are attending schools in municipalities
which have populations of 25,000 or more.

In spite of some exceptional programs and some good people much of
urban education has become a national tragedy. The reasons are many and
are not within the compass of this Commission to analyze. Certainly,
however, much is possible within city and metropolitan areas and, in some
areas of the nation, promising efforts are being undertaken.

In urban matters Boston clearly gains most attention in Massachusetts.
Vhen the metropolitan area is considcred, interest most often centers on
the golden belt suburbs around Boston. Other cities, by the score, are
neglected and virtually forgotten,

The plight of minority groups and of disadvantaged whites in Boston
naturally draw national as well as state attention. FEnlivened by The
Massachusctts Imbalance Act, Federal otficials, the Courts, the politicians
and the State Board of Education are now in their tenth year of struggle over

6.
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the issues. The Commission deplores this situation since it uses up
resources while missing the point of educational quality. No minority
individual or group has ever been heard to complain about going to a

superior school whether or not it was legally balanced. We on the

Comnission feel strongly that a major part of the solution lies in developing
a metropolitan approach both to racial imbalance and to quality education.

An indirect measure of how Boston's white population judges its schools
is reflected in a declining white enrolment while the over-all student body
has increased. In every year since 1964 the white student population has
dropped. In 1964 there were 70,703 white students and by 1974 there were
57,623. This decline resulted even though Catholic schools were closing
thus adding more (largely white) students to the public school system.

Educational deprivation is the lot of thousands upon thousands of school
children in the Commonwealth. The overwhelming majority of disadvantaged
children live in the urban centers. The MACE study on compensatory education
has spelled out the nature of this deprivation:

Over 135,000 school children in the State of Massachusetts have
backgrounds which did not prepare them for successful performance
in traditional school systems. Thousand of similar children not
yet in school will continue to enter school at some future time
unprepared and therefore disadvantaged. To guarantee these
children an equal educational opportunity means that they must

be provided with special learning experiences that will enable
them to compensa*: for disadvantages created by inadequate
preparation.

"Equal educational opportunity” for many urban children is not simply
a question of providing good lessons in classrooms. The scheol has to come
to grips with the realities of life faced by the disadvantaged urban child.
Programs and services have co be developed to assist the disadvantaged
pupil tc both face life's realities as well as to raise levels of

' aspiration. The enormity of the responsibility is staggering. The director

of MACE's study of school student services observes:

Growing up in Massachusetts is not the same experience for

all children. Hlow you grow up depends upon where you live,

and that depends largely upon who your parents are. Areas bhecome
stereotyped, and stereotvpes percist because they contain elements
of truth . . .

« « « The urban child faces a different set of circumstances.
The central city is filled with transient families. Although
their high mobility may not take them many miles, they change
residerces frequently. Their children may attend many schools.,
In one city visited by a study staff a teacher may begin a
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year with a group of thirty students and watch one student

after another leave and be replaced until he ends the year with
a totally different group of children. The city child typically
has a diminished motivation for achievement and does not see

the school as a route to upward mobility.

School people are often helpless and even harmful when dealing with
minority children. But exactly who fails and why are different from what
can be done about a problem situation. The parent can blame the school and
the school can fault the parent: both may be right. Clearly, however, the
school fails when it is inflexible and bureaucratic in the face of a human
problem.

By and large the final recommendations of the Commission are intended for
all of the school-age youth of Massachusetts and do not focus on special
regional concerns such as metropolitanism. However, certain key minority
concerns are reflected in the final recommendations. Others, such as the
Metropolitan Planning Project, have and will continue to work on the issues
arising from metropolitan approaches to education.

2. Occupational Education

In an area of the curriculum where urban schools should be strong ==
occupational -education -- they tend to be weak. The complexities of offering

a high level, modern program in occupational education for large numbers of
urban students simply have not been faced, For example, in the city of

Boston in 1969-1970, only 3,067 studentr were enrolled in occupational courses.
This figure represents about 6% of the secondary school students of Boston,
The MACE~Cronin study, Organizing An Urban School System for Diversities
reported:

Surveys of occupational trends indicate a movement away from
~agriculture and industry towards the field of services, with
~increasing emphasis on human care (lealth, education, and other

social services for all income levels).

A second fundamental change is in the stability of a given
speciality job; a man or woman may ..eed retraining six or more
timcs in his life as new technology changes the equipment he
uses or the nature of his work. A narrow vocational skill
emphasis (e.g., on internal combustion engines or the platen
press) is no longer appropriate; even the content of shop math
or related English must provided bases for students' later
needs.
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Boston's programs in vocational education reflect not only the
philosophy of another era, but also the economics of the 1920's

and 1930's. More plainly, the Vocational Education Program

depends on the "Trade and Industry" approach developed in the

World War 1 era and continued to this day. Young men and women

are trained only for fields that are stable or declining --

like agriculture and machine work for factories soon to be automated
or closed.

Using vocational education as an example, alternative educational programs
are discussed in the next section of our report. We will have that
additional opportunity to examine what is happening in that field.

3. Proliferating Inadequate Programs

A variety of state programs and services of long standing are available,
such as adult education, and would appear to match metropolitan needs.
Recent programs, such as those derived from the Bilingual Act, even target
on metropolitan areas. However, it continues to be a matter of too little
if not too late. The Committer on Minority Concerns reports:

In considering the State Department's services which directly
affect minorities and urban areas, we find that these programs

are scattered widely througout the Department. For example,

the Bureau of Equal Educational Opportunity is a special office
under the Commissioner totally removed from Program and Operations
with no real authority over the divisions or lower echelon bureaus
under these commissioners. The Massachusetts Experimental Scheol
System i{s directly under the Deputy Commissioner for Programs and
removed from important divisions such as the Division of Curriculum
and Instruction where its program might have some effect on
curriculum in other systems, The following programs are

scattered throughout the various divisions and bureaus: Career
Opportunities, Drug Education, the School Lunch Program, Programs
for the Disadvantaged aud Handicapped, Title I, ESEA, and

Special Education. This widespread dispersion of programs is

even more critical in the absence of an effective coordination
mechaniszz in the Department,

Clearly, special assistance needed by minorities of color becomes
even more remote ina system where there is such fragmentation at
the decision-making levei and in the service delivery system.
This problem is evidence of thc need for one central authority
within the department with responsibility for seeing that the
interests of minorities are served.

From the data available to our Committee cn major metropolitan

planning efforts, we must conclude that the evidence points to a
record of very limited success. We believe that a major factor
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affecting these limited outcomes has been the absence of one
central authority within the State Department responsible for
planning and coordination of state efforts in metropolitan planning.

Metropolitan planning efforts like Metco, the Design of Learning
experimental projects under MPP and EdCo projects to date have
consisted of small programmatic attempts to alleviate racial
imbalance or the negative effects of racial imbalance on teachers
and students. However, the burden of transportation, transition
and change has been primarily placed upon the minority student.
There remain two questions regarding the capability of suburban
school districts to adequately serve children from the inner

city or minorities who reside in those suburban districts.

It appears that each one of these experimental projects has
functioned fairly independently of the others. They remain
"experimental"” in nature, too few children are served, and there
is little indication that they will be replicated as long-term
programs. In fact, state endorsement of the Massachusetts
Experimental School System is diminishing. In addition, the Racial
Imbalance Law provides the statutory basis for funding of METCO.
From another point of view, some in the minority community have
voiced concern that a promise of continued and even expanded state
functioning of METCO may be used as a trade-off in the Legislature
to gain support for repea% of the Racial Imbalance Law.

Over-all, these experimental efforts have lacked direction from one central
authority within the State Department. The various efforts have been
largely initiated and pushed by active parent—community groups as in the
case of METCO and the Massachusetts Experimental School System or
educational consultant agencies as in the cases of EdCo and the Metropolitar
Planning Project. The initiators and developers of the projects lLave

been often unrelated and the projects are more scattered developments

than part of a2 master plan to improve educational opportunity through
metropolitan planning.

Along with the Committee on Minority Concerns, several people have cited
the need for technical assistance for various urban public or private
groups. Too often urban areas do not receive their proportionate share
of federal funds partly because they lack the will and skills necessary
to seek new sources of funding. For instance, the Emergency School
Assistance Act, authorized millions for the New England area. The money was
to be used for working on minority issues: an atiluent all-white suburb
applied for funds and Boston did not.
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4. Summing Up
a. Sixty-one percent of the Bay State's population
clusters around five urban areas.
b. The Commission's final recommendations are directed
at the total state and not solely at urban or rural

areas.

¢. Approaches to assisting urban areas tend to be
fragmental and unplanned.

d. Many urban educational programs and services, according
to evidence presented in this report, are inadequate.

D. VOCATIONAL OFFERINGS, ALTERNATIVES, AND THE STUDENT

In this section of the Commission's report, we will focus more concisely
on vocational school offerings as an example of a critically important
alternative program for students. While vocational education programs should
only be one of several alternatives available, not even this single
programmatic need is met.

Students ought to have access to a variety of good programs. In
addition, the ways in which students progress through school, should be
nrogrammatically and environmentally as varied as the needs and aspirations
o:r the students. Many students and their parents will opt for conventional
programs, conventionally presented. Others, however, will want different
arrangements. This is the ideal.

More choices have been available than is usually acknowledged. The
most common is deciding where the family will reside based upon the kind
and quality of public schools. Relatively inexpensive Catholic schools
have been accessible to those of that religion.

Some non-Catholics spend their middle school years in Catholic
schools because of problems in the public schools. In recent years several
virtually free schools have been operated by Catholics for minority students
the majority of whom are not Catholic. Other options have come along:
alternatives and free schools, busing programs such as METCO and
education without walls. It should be obvious that not all families have
a reasonable set of choices. The poor, in particular, typically must
settle for local schools or have choices that are unattractive.

However, Massachusetts is one of the few states which has in its
state law provided for courses to be taught on demand:

6
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...any course not included in the regular curriculum shall

be taught if the parents and guardians of not less than

twenty pupils request in writing the teaching thereof and

if there is an enrollment of not less than twenty pupils,
provided said request is made and said enrollment is completed
before the preceding August first and provided a qualified
teacher is available to teach said course...

The issue of access to alternative education with regard to the large
city seeins to be that most offer alternative programs, but there is slim
opportunity for a student to participate in those programs. In Boston,
for example, the possibility of a single student participatinginan
alternative education program is on the order of one in a hundred!

Eliminating from consideration the cities with their character-
istically lover equalized valuations reveals a rather consistent picture.
With few cxceptions, the school districts offering open education
programs are generally moderately large school districts averaging
about 7.000 pupils. Again with few exceptions, the school districts
offering open education programs have valuations which are substantially
above the state average.

The Commission sensed it could be most helpful to the reader by
focusing on one general program and one service: vocational education
in the first instance and guidance in thke second. In a later section
we will describe some more promising aspects of vocational education.

1. Vocational Programs

Occupational education in Massachusetts has made remarkable strides
but its very relevance has tended to obscure its successes. Thoughts about
vocational programs have tended to lead those concerned with sensible
programs for students to express dismay at the twenty to sixty percent of
the high school students (the figures vary with school districts and
researchers) who are taking what is known as the "general curriculum."

This "great mid-group of students" seems untouched by any meaningful
educational program. These students for the most part lack elther the
interest, the talent, or the maturity to profit from a purely academic
or a purely vocational program. One of the most important recommendations
of the Schaefer-Kaufman report calls for adrastic revision of the general
curriculum in comprehensive high schools by the introduction of a "Careers

Development Curriculum':

All occupationaity-oriented curricula, according to Schaefer and
Kaufman, should be classified in two broad categories: Career Development
and Vocational Preparation.
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The Career Development Curriculum vould scrve the great mid-group of
students. This is the pool of students that produces the most drop-outs.,
They could be identified early ~= hy ninth grade 1t is usually clear which
students will fall into this category.

This message must be heard by the school committees, general school
superintendents and by vocational educators. In many ways, in fact,
regional vocational schools are more truly comprehensive than many small
and limited high schools. But there are other problems that both ought to
be deeply concerned about,

A State Board of Education goal focuses on occupational competence:
"Education should provide the learner with the skills, experience and
attitudes, and the guidance for initial job placement; it is equally important
for the learner to develop a capacity to adapt to changing conditions.”

The overwheiming need for expanding occupational and career education offer-
ings, the present district organization of occupational education, and the
cost and complexity of this kind of education -- these reasons alone, the
Commission feels, may well constitute sufficient justification for a new state
plan for education., In fact, an optimum structure for occupational and career
education might be the kind of structure which would work well for providing
other educational programs and services.

The largest proportions of students in occupational programs are to be
found in city and town school districts ~= nearly 82% of all students in
occupational programs in 1971-72 (Table 8). Regional vocational schools
enrolled only 6.47 of the vocational students, a considerably fewer number
than did the other regional high schools.

2. Limited Access to Occupational Education,

Where are the gaps? where are the inequalities? Who dcesan't have
access to 'places” in present occupational education precgrams? Who doesn't
have access to occupational education because "places”" do not exist?

One group, of students with limited or no access tu occupational education
are those students in school districts below 10,000 in size which are not
members of regional vocational districts, One authority writing in 1968
proposed that there be a minimum of 600 vocational pupils in grades eleven
and twelve in order to have even an adequate ptogrom. Using the present
figure of one out of three high school students in occupstional programs

.and assuming a thirteen-grade school district with a slightly smaller

proportion of students in grades eleven and twelve than iun other grades, one
can establish a school district size of about 10,000 as a wminimum base for
an adequate occupational education program. .

When this minimum number standard i{s applied to the two most numerous
types of school districts== The K-12 touns and cities and the K-6 towns in
unions (Table 4)="of 141 K-12 cowus and cities with less than 10,000 students,
51 were not members of regional vocational districts., Of 70 K-6 towns in
unions all of which were considerably below a 10,000 K-12 base, 55 towns were
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not members of regional vocational districts. The students in these 106
districts had only limited access to vocational education: occupational
programs functioning on an inadequate number base and restricted opportunities
via tuitioning. And the smaller the secomdary school, the mote remote the
location, the less the opportunity for occupational and career education.

In additjon, students attending small high schools, grades 9-12, whose

towns were not members of regional vocational districts are also deprived

of adequate opportunities for occupational and career education.

3. Limited choices for girls

The figures in Table 9 reflect the traditional attitudes of our society
with reference to the kinds of occupations "girls ought to go into." A girl
can be a practical nurse; she can learn to type and file letters and become
a secretary; or she can get married and become a homemaker.

The bias of these occupational offerings becomes even more intense when
tvo categories within Office Occupations are examined. In filing, stenography,
and typing courses, 42,935 girls (83.9%) and 8,230 boys (16.1%) were enroled
in 1971-1972. However, in courses related to the supervision and management
of offices, 847 girls (33.9%) and 1,653 boys-(66.1%) were enroled! It has been
acceptable for girls to type and file letters, but not to run the office! With
the exception of health occupations, and cosmetology, places in occupational
education programs tend to be filled largely by boys -- no matter where these
programs take place. This condition is especially visible in the regional voca
tional school where three out of every four students (in some schools an even
higher proportion) in the student body are boys.

In smaller towns which are not members of regional vocational districts,
there are even more severe limitations of opportunities for girls. With
both boys and girls having little access to occupational preparation exper-
iences, limited available resources are likely to be allocated to boys.

Not only should there be greater access by girls to presently boy-
cominated technical and trade classes, but it is probably necessary to take
another look at the total range of programs being offered in occupational
education., With declining birth rates and the increasing need for personal
and family income, girls more and more are going to be spending most of their
adult lives in fulltime employment outside of the home.

4. Admissions to Regional Vocational-Technical School

The problems of inequity do not stop there. The Massachusetts Advisory
Council on Vocational-Technical describes the general problem of admissions
to the regional vocational schools;

Q '.{': g
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A major dilemma in vocational education, emphasized most
dramatically iu the area schools, is how to admit students

to programs when the demand far exceeds available facilities.
Uafortunately, the solution to this problem has generally
resulted in a "creaming” process. After reviewing admissions
policies and procedures, the Council believes that in several
schools little progress has been made in improving the fairness
or equitability of selection.

The Council further explains the implications of this problem:

In one sense the vocational school (or program) is public for

it is supported by tax revenues at the state, local and federal
level. 1In another and controlling sense the schools are private
for, in far too many instances, admissions procedures parallel
to those of private schools. They often are restrictive and
discriminatory.

Minority youngsters are especially hard-hit by these inequitable admissions
policies and procedures. Traditionally, minority students have been
overtly discrimirated against and covertly by-passed because of counseling
which discourages minority referral, application and admission to these
schools. The junior and senior high school feeder patterns also discourage
minority participation in these schools and programs due mainly to the location
of the schools outside the urban areas. The problem has been brought to the
attention of State Department officials and community leadership groups.

The Minority Ad Hoc Committce on Vocational Technical Education in its
complaint against the Division of Occupational Education to the U.S. Civil
Rights Commission highlighted the discrimination minority students face with
vocational education in the state:

The Division has failed to provide equal educational opportunity
for minority students in the present programs for which they are
responsible. Three examples of this are:

a) There are few minority students currently enrolled in the
present regional vocational-technical schools,

b) There is no vocational-technical school within or in the
Boston area where the majority of minority students
reside.

¢) Of the existing vocational educational programs within
the city of Boston, minorities are under-represented
in the better programs.

Finally, it appears that the Massachusetts Advocacy Center through
its monitoring function is taking some action on this problem. The
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budget and bond issue rejections, student strikes, and
tedious, sometimes acrimonious, relations with teachers,
especially in collective bargaining.

In the American political system environmental changes are
expected to stimulate adaptive political changes, so the
expectation for school politics might be that a community

with new problems and needs merely elects a new school
committee which introduces new policies. Indeed, our

survey indicates that in the 27 comaunities studied there

were 50 out of 116 school committee members who were in

their first term of office. Furthermore, of the 27

committee chairmen, only 11 would say that they would run

again for office. But a deeper analysis of the causes

and consequences of this turnover indicate that the

expectation of effective changes must be substantially
modified. For instance, virtually every school committee
reported that budg«t constituted a major problem, and many

also reported that it was one of the areas in vhich their
energies were least effective. Capital sperding and collective
bargaining were also frequently cited as major problems, although
it was felt that positive results in these areas tended to be more
attainable, Members reported that they devoted an average of
80 hours of work just to the issues of budget and collective
bargaining, with most of the latter time devoted to salary
negotiations. Some members reported spending more than 150
hours apiece on these topics. These time factors, coupled

with the wearing controversies that often accompany them,
contribute to a loss of interest in the part of incumbents.
They compete with the earning of livelihoods, and produce
growing recognition that the problems faced are often not
- the fundamental questions that committee members wished to

work on,

The school committee turnover that results, unfortunately,
does not often produce widespread effective gains for the
school districts involved. In fact, the process of coping
with the problems of budget and collective bargaining is
often further complicated by this turnover. In many cases
there is little substantial change that takes place due

to the energies of new members. This is especially true in
the many cases where new members run on platforms that are
not substantially different in terms of educational philo-
sophy from those of incumbents who have chosen not to seek
re-election. In general, turnover tends to produce more
noise than fundamental educational change.

Dr. Cook next discusses the overload on the school district super-
intendent. The operational context of the superintendency mukes the job
almost impossible. In a foreword to Cook's report, Robert C. Wood,
President of the University of Massachusetts, writes:

3
alJ




O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

ggst O0FY e ;

Paul Cook's theais may «hatleope public educators in
Massoachusetts todav, sut It should contort them as

well., For the proposctions he puts forvard and the evidence
e assoeubles in sapport, of fer them == and us == the

Ted e e Do D preo e of poncrnanes taced by

our pritiv schools can o stidl be solved by mortal men,

The State's cities and tevns do noi necessarily nead

new schocl coanitiecs, nor do those schovl committecs
necessarily uocod new superintondents.  Rathev, the study
that follows argues tpal what boin nead is a4 new set of
conditivns in wihich to work, Lo loaser need those
concerace about puilic edueation wander Like Diopenes,
Jookive for nothical supermen possessod of Mt Weber's

(as ¢ inct foeom todav's) char ista, Lo fovern our

schools.  fastesd, we need to redefine the roles coamittee-
men ard superintonderts must £ill == creating others to
accomnl ish other jurctions == g0 that what is to be done
can be accosplished by those chesen to do it.

Again to I'r. Cooli:

Botis the built=tn frovmontation in the Zommonwealth's educational
pawer strucinre aad the imvreasing conlroversy and turnover on
achool com:ittees have had copecinily important efiocta on
superintendentn,  Tie peneral peblic ond coumrititee menboers
often overestimite the poder of superinteacents, deepite the
fa-t that their dicerct iopary pover penecally s been
shrincing., 1ius, conunicy expectations for suporint endent s

are very hicsh, even thotsdr nany superintendents recopnize

their own Yialtations ond cre teviey to regard themselves

more as advisory otaff officers than as operating line ofiicers.
As one superinloemicnt stabad, superintendenty "are charged

with responsibilitios no loagzer within their contrel.,

Colleet ive barooiniay, teacher militoney, otate involvenment,
pup il involvencot, ete., is such thet the superinteadent's

power fu Yasced on rosil persaasion, not law or authority.
Unfortunately, as vet, the public and wost school committees
don't uncarstand this,"

One consequencs of increased school board turnover is that the
typi-al superintoadent works for a committee post of whose membere
did not appoint ula.  An averase of 2.2 current members were oa
their boards when their sunerintendents were appointed, less than
half of the membersain of the averazge committee jn our sample.
Thure is nodest evidence that new ienbers tend to judge
superintendents rore severely; on measnres of seven areas

of profeusional copetence, commnfttoes with more First term
meinbers had lower evaloations of their superintendents than
committees with Wioher seniority.  There way also evidencoe rhat
superintendents experience less job satistaction wheve there

f9 moie corsiitte s tnraaver, O course, some of this

decreined satintovtilon occurs beratint Liae syatess caperieneing

yoe ]
f



66

the most stress have the most turnover, and the stress, rather
than the turnover itself, makes the superintendent's job more
difficult, Some of the decrease in satisfaction, however,

can be attributed to the simple fact that new members tend to
take up more of the superintendent's tiue,

We suspect this result has more operational significance than
might at first be apparent. Within the six weeks or so
following our survey, four of the 27 superintendents in

our sample resigned or were fired. Our conclusion is that

sheer exhaustion is taking its toll, that new members contribute
to this, and .that this factor may be at least as important as
policy disagreements. This is especially true insofar as
exhausted people -~ both superintendents and committee members
=< are more susceptible to conflicts.

We believe this human overload is an important element reducing
the adaptive capacity of school districts. The fact that

there often appears to be relatively little basic policy conflict
between committees and superintendents partly reflects the fact
that some superintendents have become more circumspect. A few
volunteered that their objective was to survive. Others seem
to be practicing issue avoidance, taking their cues from the
committee and keeping in line. Of course this tends to make
the committee the de facto executive officer for the district,
and given the rapidity of changes on the committees, it 1is easy
to see the problems involved in trying to develop middle and
long-range educational policies, ‘

A general and comprehensive overview of school district operations
was detailed in another MACE study entitled: Report of the Massachusetts
Business Task Force for School Hanagement. Some thirty-three businessmen
were loaned to MACE to review the "mon-educational functions of school
districts such as transportation, procurement and food service. Over
one hundred recommendations resulted which were keyed on long-range
planning, school district cooperation and a state nanagement information
system. The task force found talented and dedicated people enmeshed in
an inefficient and fragmented system.

1. Management Problems in Small School Districts

Due to the increasing complexities of education, small school districts
face some rather unique management problems because of their size. Let's
look at three problems in particular: lack of awareness on the part of citi-
zens of the disproportionately high administrative costs in small districts;
new administrative personnel needs in order to collaborate with other districts
and the impossibilities of managing a three-or-more town gchool union.
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meetings last until 10 or 10:30. Except last night, we dldn't
get through until 12:15 a.m...

1've never really taken time to figure out how much time I
need to prepare for the meetings., Generally speaking, to
get ready ifor a meeting depends on how many things are on
the agenda, but just the mechanical aspects of getting ready
for a meeting takes two hours, To follow up a meeting
generally takes four hours, because you usually have a few
other things you want to get out and you have to get the
minutes. I'm the secretary to all these committees!"

I have had five committees, plus the union, plus right now
we have three building committees going because each town
has to have its own building committee. :

How much time does this superintendent have for working with
teachers for “other-than-meeting" kinds of administrative responsibilities?
Very little. In a very real sense, this superintendent earns his salary
by going to meetings -- about 180 meetings a year at 1lll dollars
per meeting!

During the interview, the superintendent suggested a number of
ways to reorganize the union superintendency:

Designate one of the towns as fiscal agent for all educational
matters in the union and in all other towns. Right now five
checks have to be written to pay a $3.50 bill for a subscription
to a professional journal for the union. It costs about §15 to
pay a bill for $3.50.

Regionalize K-12 -- difficult as three towns belong to one
secondary region and two towns belong to another secondary
region.

Form a five-town educational collaborative and functiou in
as many ways as possible under this more flexible arrangement.

Hire superintendent-principals for each town, each of these
persons would be a "whole person' to his school as well
as being on an administrative team for matters of the union.

Break the union into two sub-unions (according to regional
affiliation) and hire a superintendent for each of the sub-
unions.

The conversation ended with the observation that the administrative
options seem to become evident when the instructional and administrative
dimensions of the union superintendency were separated.
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between waant scheol people seck to achieve in the education

of youth 2nd what the vablic think the schools are acermplishing.
There is an dncreaine copnrtern on the part oif the public ahout
bigher caucational copenaditures and uow these increasced costs
are related to feproved programs and services,  Parent
respondents in the Study ctated that they are targely dependent
upon Tecal and aren vewspavers for theis information about
cducation. liore than rwo=thirds ot the parente surveved stated
they would welcone rore Lhoformation about the guidance program,
Approsinately halt of the pareants sa0d they would welccie more
infernation about coursen olveoreid and their content, major
probloems in the school and district, and vecent changes and
fmprovements,

Leass than five percont of the narent respondents indicated
thot they e o Trornean b oy Creasenr " innogeed o

Pro+r oot costuctlea b the senool, inctuding planning and
evaluition.
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The Commission is persuaded that increased citizen participation is
necessary and must be encouraged, in particular among "ordinary"
citizens and minority groups. The Ccmmission views breoad citizen
involvement and partnership as an essential step toward enlightened
consumerism in education. Parental involvement in the education of their
children has recently become an educational, political, and cultural
necessity. Public education no longer is a closed system where non-
professionals have no place. What the decision-makers say is still .mportant
but it is also important that the local community believes In their decisions.
Educators must be sensitive to the continually changing patterns of society
and remain open to their citizens' concerns. At the same time, citizens
must realize that the final responsibility for decision making will most
often remain with the professionals. Certainly in the day-to-day manage=-
ment of the schouls this is the case.

Citizen involvement may also be regarded as a means of strengthening
participative management in the schools. Participative management refers
to an involvement of all participants in all phases of the educational
process. Where there is effective participative management, there is a
strong orientation towards achieving goals and a high level of leadership
enthusiasm. Ve believe that parents and students with a sense of ownership
in a school tend to have a greater understanding of what it takes to devise
meaningful education and will contribute to thi. leadership.

Citizens in many instances lack good information about school expendi-
tures, school problems and local educational planning. There are increasing
exceptions to this and information once thought to be delirate and sensitive
is now being shared with the public in some cities and towms in the nation.
Contemporary public support of education requires candor and openness.

There is no doubt that there is a substantial and invisible movement
toward greater accountability of the schools which has led to greater
involvemcat of parents and citizens in educational decision-making. The
Commission is convinced that citizen paricicipation must be tied to real
school problem-solving to lead to real changes. Mechanisms must be
diveloped for mobilizing citizens for constructive and positive action
regarding education. The major goal must be that of enabling citizens
and school officials to work together to improve educational opportunity.

We believe this will happen only in a climate of openness and tru.c and only
if responsibilities are clear to all involved.

Under the aegis of the Board of Education, a Massachusetts Citizenship
Project has been launched. The project is intended to improve the civic
education of students. While we kaow that citizenship education should
commence early, the process of developing active and forceful citizenship
is a difficult challenge -- and one that schools can hardly expcct to
succeed in alone,

3. Summing Up

An earlier section reviewed the structure of cducation and indicated
a need to improve the structure through strengthening public and private
intermediate units which would then represent a new tier between local

N
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districts., However dramatic these developments, it will take time before
real progress can be demonstrated, and it will take time for the Department
to overcome the lingering unfortunate and inaccurate image of inecptuess

and inconsequence in the minds of some local officials in assisting
educational improvement.

Much of what the Department achieves goes unheralded or is lost in
headlines involving other educational issues. For instance, "Title 111"
programs in the Department in 1974: forty regional projects encompassing
all grade levels were functioning, several of which had gained national
attention.

Of greatest potential significance is the Department's immediate current
effort to decentralize itself into six reglons., Staff have been reassigned
from the central office to the field in an effort to place a state agency
where the action is. 1In this regard, the Department is part of a national
trend to move closer to people and to be in a better position to judge needs,
make plans and to propose action.

More must be dome, under state leadership in partnership with local
educational officials and lay citizens, to develop a framework of what
"good" education should be. The regional offices can play a critical role
in this process. A set of reasoned guidelines and observations, kept
general, could be of major assistance in finding out where we ought to he
and in addressing short-range needs. Too often the local mode of schooling
becomes accepted as "education" and changes in the educational system are
minimal.

2. The Commission's Ad Hoc Center and Collaboration .

Perhaps one of the mést significant advances in education in Massachusetts
over the past scveral years has been the proliferation of informal and formal
collaboration among districts to meet common needs. The Ad loc Center to
Study School Districet Organization and Collaboration, devised by the Commission
to aid it with its work, undertook a number of projects to obtain a better
sense of collaboration.

The Ad Hoc¢ Center mailed a questionnaire to over 1300 lay persons and
professional educators in a quest for further infermation about just what
regional centers -- and collaboratives -- should be thinking about. Some
400 teachers were included in this informal sample. The questionnaire was
used to gain a better sense of what services a regional center might provide
and what role the regional center should play in so providing. In certain
matters the regional centers were seen as providing assistance to local
districts, in other cases,the centers were viewed as best being a broker and
in several lastances it was thought that the regional center should operate
the service dircetly., The questionnaire helped the Commission gain a better
purchase on some possibilities. Table 10 shows how a majority of respondents
perceived the roles and functions of regional centers.
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The same questionnaire that produced Table 10 also elicited information
concerning assistance the regional centers might render. 7Table 11 displays
these data which suggest a supplemental role for regionals. Each of the
nine arcas cited arve ¢ritical to a "good" public education system.

What's interesting is the diverse ways in which respondents felt a
regional center could contribute. It once more appears that wve should eschew
a standard approach and avoid inflexible approaches to working with school
districts. Also suggested is a level of acceptance of regional centers
that may not have been so apparent a few years back. The Ad Hoc Center's
questionnaire, while intended to serve immedicate purposes, should be viewed
as no more than a preliminary effort to uncover the uses of both public and
private regional centers and collaboratives.

In addition, a repcrt written for the Commission, offered several purposes
for regional and collaborative efforts., The five purposes cited are based
upon weaknesses in our present arrangements:

a. Engender change

Critics of public education have agitated for improved
utilization of research-based knowledge and resources.
Frustrated by resistance to change, educational leaders
have looked to regional structures for mechanisms that
would speed up the implementation of innovations. These
agencies would serve a number of districts by assisting
them in identifying nceds, finding resources and improving
their capacity and level of competency in problem solving,
resource retricval and plamning. Similar proposals, but
with less explicit prescriptions fer linking research-based
resources to local neceds propose the establishment of
regional agenciles as vehicles for facilitating change.
Both the resistance to change and the promise of linking
agencies to indicate that a regional organization should

. facilitate change within the school districts that are
in its sphere of influence.

b. Increase resources

A regional entity that diminishes resistance to chanpe will
increase the demand for resources needed to implement
change. 1f the local budget is close to its limit, change
may be temporary and this will, in turn, lead to frustration.
The regional agency may find it must create new resources.
For instance, in-service training may be needed; specialists
in reading, special education or speech may he required for
short intervals and an independent district cannot justify
full-time employment ¢f a person to mect those needs. The
regional ovganization then should be zble to obtain and
share these needed resources. 1In this era when educational
requirements almost always exceed available resources, a
regional ageucy should facilitate change and help provide
the new resources thut change may require.

Nr;«
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C.

Deliver resources

The independent school district having recognized a need

for a new resource, will find that the regional agency has
acquired it and is prepared to make it available. Whether

this resource is used now depends on how it is delivered.

Long lead times, red tape, or elaborate approval systems

can render the desired resources unobtainable. It is clear that
a regional support system should be responsive, low cost,
reliable and rapid. What is required to realize this is

less clear. 1Is it enough, for ecxample, to move representatives
of the supplier closer to the client or must the regional
agency adopt some of the marketing-like methods of the
commercial suppliers of educational materials? The means

for meeting the requirement for a regional delivery system

is not clear although the need is evident.

Overcome inequities

In Massachusetts, as most other states, educational authorities
have adoupted policies that commit them to the equalization

of educational resources. State policy guidelines are
frustrated by ‘the fact that most of the financial resources

for education come from local communities. To cope with this
barrier to the equalization of opportunity the State Department
of Education has and, we believe should have, provided incentives
for poorer communities to seek propertionately more aid.
Progress has been slow and unsatisfying. At the same time, the
principle of resource equalization has become more widely
accepted. This has led to greater pressure on the SDE to
devise better ways of allocating equalization aid. Regional
agencies, especially those that are part of the SDE, will
certainly be called on to help close the gap between policy

and practice., Accordingly, the ability to make positive
contributions to the equalization commitment of the state is

a crucial requirement of regional activities in Massachusetts.

Increasing communication

The fragmented nature of the public educational establishment

in Massachusetts has imposed almost impossible burdens on the
SDE. In part, the bold actions now underway to decentralize
reflect an awareness of the fact that communication has not

been entirely satisfactory in the past. Regional agencies

wili attempt to assume some of the communication responsibilities
of the SDE and improve their effectiven2ss. In particular, it
will entail the interpretation of statutes and regulations;
criteria for grants and other forms of aid must also be provided
to local school districts in a timely and effective manner.
Equally important is communication in the opposite direction.
Independent school districts must be able to provide the ¢DE
with input on policy issues, needs and community level views.
For the SDE to be both sensitive and responsive to the 351
cities and towns in the state, this upward flow of information
must operate with efficiency and clarity.

NG
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do. The VEC, by virtue of its voluntary character and grass roots

support lies outside the bureaucratic structure and consequently would

serve less well as a link in the communication process within this structure.
The VEC can, however, facilitate communication and the exchange of

successful support practices between districts and among collaboratives,

Such communication will result in a dissemination network that is separate
yet supplementary to that of the Department.

Structural connections to the state organization seem likely to limit
the ability of the REC's to create and deliver new resources. This simply

reflects the fact that the REC

s can provide only what they are given by

the allocation and distribution of these resources == a non-trivial bLenefit.

TABLE 12

COMPARISON OF POTENTIAL CAPABILITY OF SDE/REC AND VEC

FOR MEETING KEY RECIONALIZATION REQUIREMENTS

Regional Agency

Requirement

Facilitate Change

Increase Resources

Deliver Resources

Overcome Inequities

REC

High potential-planned
function of RECs

Limited-improved distri-
bution and allocation

High potential for state
and federal resources-
adaption slow

Improvement over central
control

VEC

High potential=-linking
operation

High potential~local
contributions add
resources that are sharec

Highly responsive,
encourages rapid adaptior
to perceive cost/benefit

Limited to sharing of
resources among collabore
ing districts

An important limitation of the REC is its speed of response and delivery.
The rate at which resources become available is undeniably slow and still
slower in changing to meet new needs that arise.

Perhaps the most severe limitation is the delivery capability--where the
REC will take the role of a dispenser of grants.
and supportive services will be received as grants rather than bought by the

districts being served.

Funds for innovative projects

Requests for grants are unlikely to be withdrawn

as needs change. As a consequence, the REC will find it necessary to expend
much energy in determining neecds and evaluating results. In contrast, a VEC

41
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then drop out in favor of amnother course in an advanced phase of the newly
acquired skill or another skill altogether. Classes are two to f{our hours
in length and are conducted after the regular four-to-six hour schedule.

The program runs on an open onrolment basis, with no fees, no tests,
no counseling, no textbooks--all that is needed is the student's name,
address, and telephone number. Classes are informal and are usually
organized with a mixture of veteran and neophyte students so that they
will help and orient one another. Virtually all the classes are held on site
and are taught by a tradesman/teacher who has at least seven years'
experience in his trade.

To recapitulate, the Regionul Occupational Programs (ROPs) received
their impetus from state legislation and a general statewide rejection of
the technical high school concept. In general they operate on the basis of:

Students receiving their academic instruction in their home
high schools, retaining their affiliation with these schools.

Approximately 90% of the occupational training taking place

"on the job" in business and industry, the remaining taking
place in leased or donated facilities under the direct

coatrol of the ROP staff.

Very low capital costs, a sample being $200,000 in the first
months of operation for the North Orange County ROP serving

2800 students.

Relatively low operating costs, a sample being $1.60 per studgnt

hour (including capital) in the first year of operation and now
down to $1.25 per student hour in the North Orange County ROP,

it 15 logical to assume that the ROP alternative will work best in urban
and suburban areas with a rcasonable employer base. With that caution, we
are enthusiastic about the:

Flexibility
Low cost
Positive student attitudes observed
Improved communication with participating school districts
Good placement contacts
Another exanple of an effective vocational svstem, as detailed in "Some

Alternative Systems to Deliver Occupational Education," a report done
specifically for the Commission:
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To develop planning designs which will reduce minority
student isolation using voluntary means through inter-
district cooperation.

Provide educational options and altcrnatives on neutral
sites

Encourage linkages and partnerships between districts
and between communities

Develop collaborative possibilities around processes
related to reduction of isolation

Work out options for student mobility, taking into accunt
the encrgy shortage

Pursue economies of scale where feasible

Provide means for continued community involvement in
the planning process.

Provide for the development and dissemination of
multicultural curriculum material )

Formulate systems for staff, student, and community
preparation for working with multi-racial, multi~ethnic
student populations

Boston's secondary schools are also being studied by a city commission
headed by the President of Boston State College. Hopefully, the final
recommendations of this commission will be useful to other urban school
systems in Massachusetts. That Boston and much of the surrounding
metropolitan area should suffer from educational blight is remarkable in the
light of Boston's cultural and institutional eminence.

A new state legislative commission is about to look at equal education
across the state. In one more report we will find our problems exposed
and a fresh set of recommendations. This new commission will begin its
work almost exactly ten years since the Willis-Harrington Commission began
its work. That Commiscion will find, we can predict, much happning in
the state that shows promise. Hopefully, the new cormission will find that
we have achieved the early stage cbjectives of state, regional, and local
planning to improve public education. The new commission will »till find
much in neced of doing in urban education.

Not to be overlooked are the several reports done by MACE which have
made specific recommendations concerning a wide variety of educational
topics having to do with collaboration, urban issues and the uses of
planning. These reports, some now scveral years old, cortinue to be studied
and to be useful In implementing new programs and new ways to do things,

A MACE newsletter allows schoolmen and others to keep posted on MACE reports
and other activities.
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statewide innovation in curriculum (such as drug education or ecology).

Our educational system must at every level develup constantly increasing
capacity to manage improvemaent and change as a routine part of the operation
of education. The goals of education and the assessment of how well educa-
tion has done its job and used its resources must increasingly be defined

in terms of speciiic results -- what has actually happened to those educated --
and much less on the traditional measures of how much money was spent, how
many teachers or courses there are, etc. And finally, methods must be de-
veloped to identify areas of consensus and to coordinate the efforts of each
of the centers of influence and planning for education at the state level,
the regional level, and local levels.

6. The Process Begun

As we have indicated, a number of individual districts in every region
have been striving to develop these capabilities for management improvement
in recent years -- and there have been someé notable successes.

In an attempt to strengthen and accelerate the entire process, and
to extend it throughout the Commonwealth, the Board of Education and the
Department inaugurated a results-oriented approach to education several years
ago. This led to the development of a first-cut definition of educational
goals at the state level.

Goals questionnaires were sent to every district in Massachusetts, and
districts were asked to organize groups of professionals and laymen to
respond. Even though the task was a difficult one, more than half the dis-
tricts in the state did, in fact, return these questionnaires which were
analyzed by the Department of Education.

Many districts did not respond, and a number of those which did were
known to have compluined because they were not consulted about the approach
and becausc they perceived the program as another state-level demand that
took time and did not provide a direct return to the district. Nevertheless,
the fact is that a major effort was launched and some tangible progress
achieved. In many districts this step stimulated planning efforts which
otherwise would never have taken place. The community groups organized
to work on the goals questionuaire have continued to work together on tasks
that go beyond the state's original assignment.

The challenge is for this process to move from these rudimentary steps
as rapidly as possible toward the development of mastery over the processes
of improvement and innovation at the district area and state levels.

lo matter how many districts there are ultimately in the Commonwealth;

whatever the range ol sizes of these districts; and no matter how much
gover. ance remains centered at the state level or wmay be shiited to a

Q ‘ ‘;’;’
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PART I1I

THE COMMISSION ADVANCES A PLAN

Must we continue to "run to stand still?" Basing his observations largely
upon MACE documents, Richard deLone in 1972 reported that the typical Bay
State high school student pleds through a school system unable to

offer adequate services, programs or direction for his present needs

and future prospects. School districts will not help their students
with more of the same or by making fragmented efforts at change,

School districts and how they function needs a fresh local review.

What is good educatinon where you live: how can you define it and how

can you go about improving it?

A total view of the uses of school district "organization" is needed to
plan for improvement: most school district organization plans focus on
boundaries, geographic size, numbers of students per school, and
allocation of autliority and responsibility. But a much broader array

of factors arve critical in the success of any organization -- educational
or otherwise -- and they must be considered as part of any plan to advance
education. A plan must include methods for assessing needs, for setting
goals, for designing ways to achieve goals, for mobilizing action, and
finally for relating action at one level of the system with action at
another level. It must also deal with the development of attitudes,
skills, motivation and working relationships at every level aud between
various functions.

Planning, supporting and delivering better programs and services to
students on an efficient basis begins with but need not end with local
school systems. As the home base of students, the school district should
be as educationally effective as pussible. Local school districts can
usually undertake successfully most of the educational tasks. At the same
time the district can rarely, 1f ever, run superior programs and services
for every student. It is becoming increasingly more complex and
expensive for any school district to provide adequate programs and
services for today's student. A school system that strides along on its
own making its indcpendence from others an overriding objective may

find itself compromising its students and facing interventions.

Good educational practice today is veering awvay from the self-contained
classroom, the self-contained schoolhouse, and the self-contained school
district. Students should no longer be isolated from the surrounding
communities while they attend school. The local educational enterprise

is not intended as something to be awkwardly grafted onto a community
propped up by reluctant taxpayers and compulsory attendance laws. Schools
are to foster learning and the learning commnunity.

Part of what nust happen in education today is based upon our increased
understanding of youngsters and adolescents., In spite of talk about
"generatfon eaps” we have today a vastly better understanding of the
student thon we did a generation ago. For instance, authoriries agree
that the maturation process has spceded up and that girls and boys
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A. PERSPECTIVES FOR A PLAM

l. Fragmentation and Finance

In thinking about school districts, we must not overlook the
constraints placed upon them by the present formula to finance local
educational efforts. Keeping in mind that money by itself will furnish
no solutions, neverthelazss, schovl finance continues to be a natioual
concern. A poll conducied in the spring of 1974 by the Education
Conmission of the States of "governors, legislators and edvcation
officials" shows school finance to be on top of the list of urgent issues
in educatioa.

School finance problems are a particularly onerous and frustrating
example of the results of fragmentation. Given lack of an effective
policy at the state level, fi.,ancial issues consume vast amounts of
local energy on a continuing ba. . (Cities and towns are forced to
raise revenues in the light of 1. i ra2sources and politics. Furtherrore,
they are forced to rely on the property tax, which is regressive and has
the additional unfortunate consequence of placing the interests of
education in direct opposition to other "bread and butter" interests in
each community. The policy of "fiscal autonomy” may be an advantage
for school systems fn this situation, but it is clearly a benefit at
the cost of more harmonivaus relationships with municipal officials
and the at-large communities.

State school uid goes to the cities and towns as a reimbursable
expend {ture, meaning that the amount is determined by what districts
nave spent in a prior yeat. No one knows tor certain to what extent
the Legisiature will actually fund state aid entitlements, and since
entitlements arc determined in part by averages that are unknown until
it is too late, no one can make adequate educational plans. local
property taxes also cannot be fully determined until these re!mbursements
are known. Thus, the current state aid program is especially ineffective
as a policy instrument to encourage longer-term educational planning.
Ve on the Governor's Commission realizedthe importance of the financial
issue but determined to focus upon organizational rroblems and possibilities
with the understanding that forces are at work to reform the state
school tax structure. When these efforts might bear fru’t was not made
clear. As the Commission completed this report the need for reform is
pressing. Over scventy pzrcent of public education's tax bill falls on
local school districts as contrasted with the naticnal average of less
than fifty percent.

2, Citizins and the Fducational Eaterprise

As we have indicated elsewhere, many of the former strengths of
school districts have been eroded and need in some instances to be reviewed.

104



89

Little that can be done is likely to have major benefits and lasting
power unless citizens ure involved in planning, proposing, supporting,
and implementing action plans. Several kinds of citizen participation
should be fostered and we will make recommendations to this end. Not
to be forgotten is a need to view formal and informal learning as a
community-wide experience with the local school acting as a catalyst.
If a community is not interested in learning, then why should a growing
and impressionable youngster be expected to give his fuli devotion to
what happens in school? Part of the thrill of sports for school students
is the involvement of the community in sports events. Have similar
efforts been made to interest parents to engage in the joys and
challenges of learning along with youth?

Citizen clearinghouses to assist and interest community member
educational matters are a way to inform parents about schoois and school-
ing issues. Citizen centers can as well conduct training programs
and furnish a variety of resources to citizen groups. Community in-
volvement is a nationwide phenomenon that we predict will prervail.

The Commission senses that when lay and professional peuple come
tugether, each in full respect of the other, to plan a mutual approach
to a problem, a new venture or simply to communicate, much can be gained
-= and a substructure for further discussicns and action can be put in place.

A report for MACE on the Boston school system, outlined a sensible
school-counril arrangement which, slightly edited (to broaden its
application) follows:

Councils should be formed in schools where ten or
more parents request this. Councils should consist

of all conceraed parents and school staff members,

and should have an executive board of five parents and
three educatrrs:

The parents should be selected by ballot at an
annual meeting or school rair or exhibition in
June of each year. Parents should be elected to
serve as chairman, vice chairman, secretary,
treasurer, and area director.

Two teachzrs should be selected by ballot at an
annual session of the teachers, counselors, and
other staff members.

The principal or headmaster should be ex officio
member of the council.

Councils should be consulted and the officers should
sign annual requests for the school budget and staff
and building alterations. They should develop
criteria for the selection of principals and
headmastars. And they should review, discuss, and
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make recommendaticne annually on a school achieve-

ment profile prepared by the Department of Research
and Evaluation.

Councils should meet monthly. They should be the
vehicle for working with other clty agencies,

€.g., health centers, to develop cooperat.ive
programs and services for adults as well as children
on a year~round basis.

In practice, school councils sheuld change their formats
as n~cessary. For example, they could include two or
mmore student members in the upper grades, or add
committee chairmen ex officios, or a senior custodian,
or aides, or a uaiversity or business consultant.
Meetings and the list of officers should be made

public using the school office, the nearest branch
library, and the city hall or municipal center.

Councils should be allowed and encourazed to experiment
with new programs, to review grant proposals, to
interview potentisl candidates for the principalship, to
survey parent opinion, and to apply for grants and
specias projects. Serious conflicts with other groups,
community or staff, should be referred to the Area
Superintendent, and, if necessary, to the Area Councii
or Ombudsman.

Area Councils should consist of one delegate from

each council. They should meet mouthly, eucourage,
help organize aud sustain scliool councils, discuss

the program and staffing of financial needs of schools
and neighborhoeds ia the area, and develop cooperative
programs with other agencies, businesses, and community
groups.

Schools cannot be managed tn the best advantage of students without
parental and community involvement. How this might take place will
differ in each community, Yet the involvement must center on vital
matters such a: assisting in dev:loping a long-range plan and in
determining ways to improve individua. schools. A look at management
skllls will help in focusing on ways lay citizens can play a vital
role.

The Commission funded on a modest scale, three citizen {nvelvement
models in threc urban centers: Boston, Springfield, and Worcester. Our
funding of these projects has led to encouraging results and useful reports,
In particular, the Springfield project has expanded and has a number of on-
going collaborative activities,
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3. Management and School District Leadership

There are a number of skills, techniques and methods that are
essential to the wanagement of improvement and change. Most people who
have peen through a graduate school of administration or who have taken
various management development courses in companies and universities
have learned about these methods and techniques and have developed
a certain competence in their application. Few professional educational
administrators have had the benefit of such training and development.

I1f the leaders of Massachusetts education are to mobilize their
constituencies and to gain increasing control over the destinv of educa-
tion, they must te helped to acquire the skills, know-how and methods
involved in a results approach to educational management. This would
include such skills as:

how to organize a goal-setting effort;

how to involve various community groups and volunteers
in goal setting and improvement -- by means that are both.
effective and sparing of the administrator's time;

how the educational establishment itself -- administrators,
teachers, and students -~ can most usefully be involved in
tue planning and innovation process;

.how goals can be translated intu specific workable budgets
and plans of action -~ and what a work plan should look
like;

how to organize and run a goal-setting or work-planning
counference;

how to test community attitudes and readiness;
how to deal with controversial ‘ssues;

how to establish study committees to deal with complex or
difficult issues.

Of the superintendents with whom we spoke, most indicated an
interest in developing their skill, knowledge and capability in these
areas. There are a number of ways by whict such training can be provided.
A citizen's group in Worcester nhas organized a series of "management
objectives workshops' run by volunteers from local industry. This
approach should be tested elsewhere. Such programs would be strengthened
if some education-related materials could be provided to the instructor.
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4. Appraising the Educational Effort

School systems find it easier to go on doing the same things rather
than taking the risks, the costs and the burdens of change.

The creation of new attitudes about the "assessment” of education
is as essential as creating the means for doing the assessing. After all,
the means for measuring the pollutants emitted from an automobile existed
years ago ~- but there was no readiness to use those assessments in a
meaningful way. At the state level assessment should be seen as a method
for finding out to what degree the people of Massachusetts are getting
what they ought to be getting from education -- ana the executive and
legislative branches of state government neced this data for intelligent
decision-making, as do the people in each district.

Preliminary efforts to block out what good education means in a given
comminity and part of the state is essential. While there will be much in
common among school districts in defining goal education, there will appear,
no doubt, different and diverse points in each., That's all to the good!
Furthermore, school districts will find they are at various levels in
achieving good educotion by an assessment program.

Assessments have many facets and infinite uses. The term is applicable
to classrooms and to the state as a whole. It cncompasses a wide variety
of approaches and can involve students and lay persons as well as experts.
Yet all the assessing in the world is purposeless {f not harmful unless
something happens as a result. We need no more of that.

Once: we develop the total meaning of assessment and look to possible
outcones, a better view of the dilemma may result. We may want assessment
but can we reclly agree on where it might lead?

There is nothing in the educational sphere that corresponds to the
strong agreemente aud commitments for such public goals as the reducticn
of air and water pollution; finding cures for cancer; putting men on the moon.

There are instances of high dedicarion to specific goals by specific
constituencies: Minority group parents and leaders want equality of
opportunity for their people. Taxpa—ers want to limit the cost cf education.
Certain citizen groups want to accelerate the pace of innovation in
education. But there is no across-—the-board consensus.

Moreover, many of the goals that are important to one group are anathema
tc others: some say that comnsolidation is essential to providing quality
education in many very small districts, but there are many in those
districts who would wage an all-out battle against forced consclidation.
Equality of cducation might mean a better distribution of resources between
the richer districts and the poocer ones -- but this would be resisted by
the richer ones, Eflorts to achieve racial balance find strong adherents
and equally strong critics,
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But each school distrfct could annually report on efforts to achieve
one, or several, critical educational issues and what plan there is to work
at those issues. This then becomes a check on awareness, candor, confronta-
tion and care. Who will say what and who will do what in the commuriity
when the report is published? This is only one example of a multitude of
ways to be forthright about the educationgl iscues., The Commission feels
strongly that a community not prepared to undertake any kind of educational
assessment and improvement program should not have the education of students
as one of its responsibilities.

Assessment 1s too important -- and really oo interesting -~ to set
aside. The various tugs and struggles over the issues in fact define
democracy. It is vital to involve people at all levels, and include teachers
and students, if there is the slightest interest in assessment leading to
anything.

An assessment progran should focus on information that can assist
students directly and canr aid others in finding out. what they might concen-
trate on in improving tle educational environment. Their assessment
should include such aspects as: what do students think about schooling;
what recommenuations might graduates have to make about the schooling
process.

There is always a danger that assessment and "doing well" on an
assessment will become an end in itself. For instance, new and im~ginative
programs and activities might suffer in such a case. Thus, an assessment
program must be carefully thought out and used with great discretion:
in no sense should such programs impede the development and trial of new
ideas.

Assessment in these terms ought to include observation and visits by a
variety of lay and professional persons. Every means should be used to
keep the processes and kirds of asiessment made from being frozen in all
its aspects.

A new and powerful appraisal device is what educators have termed
"formative evaluation.'" Formative evaluation provides quick feedback and
correctives at each stage of the classroom teaching-learning process.

The information thus gathered can be used by students, teachers and others
involved in the learning process. Brief pertinent tests are given at

critical points in the' learning process. The intent is to previde motivation
for students and information to correct the learning process to others.

There are wider uses of formative evaluation. Any group wishing to
obtain a sense of how it is progressing could find ways to design a
formative evaluation instrument. In this context, formative evaluation
would probably best serve as a way to judge the process and to see if
expectations are being met. Benjamin Eloom has written a useful hook on
foruative evaluation, Handbook of Formative and Summative Evaluation of
Student Learniny, that could assist those wishing to study the matter
further.
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5. School District Size and Learning Opportunities

Children growing up in one of the Massachusetts' smaller districts
have a narrower range of services, options and opportunities than those
growing up in larger districts. Mcreover, the cost for what is received
will probably be higher thaun for the students in the larger districts.

And, as the world becomes more complex in its technology and the range
of knowledge needed for careers and for intelligent living and citizenship,
this discrepancy becomes more serious.,

Gradually the regional school approach inaugurated in 1949 has
produced much progress in overcoming these limitations of small districts.
Regional school districts uow include over 150 of the state's smaller
towns -~ most of them operating secondary schools.

In addition, there are some thirty regional vocational-technical schools
operating or being constructed which provide services for an additional
group of secondary students. But apart from the handful of districts
which have regionalized at the elementary level, the elementary children in
Massachuseits' small school districts must -- as reemphasized by Donley's
1971 MACE report -- do without many educational programs, activities and
services available to those who happen to live in larger districts.
The Commission belives that steps must be taken to eliminate this type
of inequality.

Many states have dealt with similar problems by enforced consolidation
of small districts -- and these enforced consolidations have usually led
to the correction of some of the deficiencies: the larger consolidated
districts are able to provide a richer choice of opportunity, a higher level
o’ quality and a lower '"unit" cost for education delivered.

But consolidation, at the elementary level particularly, is strenuous-
ly resisted by large numbers of people in smuall districts. This
resistance stems chiefly from three factors: first, there seems to be a
belief that consolidation of education inevitably leads to enrichment
of the program which in turn leads to higher costs -- and many feel they
cannot afford to pay more taxes. Second, there are intrinsic educational
values in small school districts -- especially where there is extensive
adult involvement. Third, there has been a traditional sense of independence
and autonomy in these lassachusetts communities stemming from pre-Revolution-
ary days, and these traditions are highly valued.

However innocently, those who defend small school districts often
find themselves deflating and fendiug off any kind of change as an
encroachment on local autcnomy. Yet ouce seen in the proper light, many
modificatious to self-contained local education support local autonomy.

There are many who nevertheless urged the Commission to recommend
mandatory consolidation of the Commonwealth's small school districts
to conform to some minimum size level. But for both a practical strategic
reason and an educational reason, the Commission does not make such a
recommendation.
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First, the strategic reason: it is possible -~ even probable --
that such an effort might fail to win the support of the Legislature
which, when the showdown came, would be faced with relatively little
pressure for the change but tremendous pressure against it. Massachusetts
does not need another expericnce that rexnforces the idea that change
must be won by '"right" prevailing over "wrong," by battles which find
the winners having to deal with large groups of resentful losers.
Massachusetts needs more experience with changes and improvements
carried out collaboratively, willingly, with a sense of joint dedication.
Thus, from a strategic point of view, the mandatory approach might lose,
and even i1f it won the price would be too high.

From the educational point of view there are several problems. Up
to a point there is a correlation between district size and the range
of available options and services, but there is no valid way now to fix
a minimum size for dist:icts.

A more rational approach to mandating would be to require certain
minimum educational contributions by districts to the development of their
students. This would have to be in terms of the results achieved.

Mandating particular services would only placa new emphasis on the mechanics
(or inputs) of education without regard to the results they achieve.

When the state has gone far enough in developing workable definitions

of good education, it should be able then to define minimum standards.

The assessment process should make it possible to determine whether districts
are achieving these minimum results.

The Commission feels it would be unwise for small schcHl districts
simply to wait and see what action, if any, the state might recommend
concerning consolidation or other drastic proposals. Ways to make
small school districts educationally and fiscally effective in a time
of trials must be explored responsibly and creatively by small school
districts in partnership with the State Board of Education.

Efforts have been made to relate size of school districts and
programs or services. Some general observations about this may be seen
in the fullowing schema.

For those seeking some guidelines concerning a minimum student popula-
tion, it is difficult to justify a K-12 stident base as less than 3500.
This figure infers an adequate high school with some diversity. Please
note we use the term 'stident base' and not school district.

The best available information suggests that urban school administra-
tive units should not have more than 50,000 students. This would affect
only the city of Boston. However, the issue in urtan areas is not
different from that in less populated areas which is: easy student
access to an adequate number and variety of good programs. Cities should
be able to apply the advantages of size and diversity. Yet this aas not
come about in any significant scale.
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Program or Service Pupil Base Recommended

General Quality 1500 ninimum (Conant, 1969)

25,000(Comm, for Economic Develop-
ment, 1960)

50,000 (Benson, 1965)

Quality wlth Economy 5,000 minimum (Fitzwater, 1958)
20,000 (Faber, 1966)

Community Control 7,000 to 8,000 (Havighurst, 1968)
Administrative Decentralization or 10,000-12,000 (AASA, 1959)
Administrative District 20,000-50,000 (IAR, Columbia U.,1961)

12,000~40,000 (Bundy, 1967)

Special Education 20,000 (Great Plains School District
Organization Project, 1968)

Business Administration 35,000-50,9000 " "
Electronic Data Processing 100,000 " "
Adult Education 20,000 minimum " ",

6. Regarding the Board of Education as a Leader and a Partner

Any plan for school district collaboration and consolidation is of
major interest to the State Brard of Education. It would, in fact,
be totally unrealistic to consider & plan in which the Board and the
Department, along with loc#l school systems, were not involved. Accord-
ingly, i(his report has had the benefit of the involvement of the Board
and the Department in every step of its development.

The Poard of Education has been the major instrument in the progress

made in school district consolidation in the last quarter century.
In particular the Board has encouraged small school districts to
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form regional high schools able to serve students in many ways beyond
the tiny high schools they replaced.

In recent months the Board-Department has moved decisively on the
regional and collaborative front. Indeed, the Board has joined the
regional effort by reassigning staff to the evaluation regional offices.

Some examples of recent Board and Department action:

Two members of State Board of Education serve on the Commission,

Members of the staff of the Department of Education have been
present at all Commission meetings and have participated in
all Commission discussions. )

The Board has proposed two bills to the General Court that
would encourage regional arrangements,

A Bureau of Business Management was established to assist local
school districts,

Werk on assessment and on finance, matters of great importance to
school districts, are being reviewed and proposals are being made,

The Division of Occupational Education has conducted a survey
of regional vocational=technical schools to uncover collaborative
programs,

Work 1s in progress at the state and regional level to assist
school districts in implementing the new special education bill
( Chapter 766).

Our report is comingout at a time when the Board-Department has
taken a number of supporting actions and also at a time when the Department
is in transition. For some months the Department has been in the throes
of an interral review. Thus, an opportunity exists for this Commission
to present the Doard and the Department with a plan of action on school
districting. The time seems to the Commission to be appropriate
especially since the Board, at the urging of Commissioner Anrig, has
moved so strongly in the direction of decentralizing the Department.

The question becomes: how can the Commission turn a promising set of
events to the best advantage in proposing a plan of school district
organization?

It is not, however, fair to raise the question without further context-
ual information. The Department must work with, or strive to overcome,
a problem with its image (with some) of being appropriate to another
century and of finding itself in a hostile environment at a timec of great
stress.,
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Paul Cook writes in a MACE report:

the . . . Department . . . [is] viewed cither from the
school district level or from the level of the legislature
+ « o Olten appears simply just another group in the

power structure. It is looked to as a leader only to the
extent it does what the followers want; when it pushes its
own agenda, it is often regarded as a menace. This is not
a comment on the merits of the Department of FEducation,

but simply on the extent to which the specialization of
interest leads ail groups to be viewed with suspicion,

and any clanges in relationships to encounter resistance.
Local control, with equal emphasis on local and control,
has clearly become an end in itself, as we have so many
other interests. Thus, for example, we find respondents in
school districts that have long suffered kindergarten
objecting vigorously to the fact that the Board of LEducation
should require it, or communities which would welcome aid
on buildinps bitterly resenting any conditions on that aid,
no matter how weil founded, The law may well have made
school committeenen the officers of the state, clothed
with the mantel of popular election, and created what
appears to be a hierarchy, but the hierarchy is no more

a channel of authority and leadership than any other set
of relationships between separate interest groups arranged
in a vertical structure.

‘Given the enormous complex power structure, it is
an organizational fact of life that neither authority nor
responsibility can be fixed in public education except upon
the system as a whole. The performance of other specialized
functions over which there is limited control that there is
no place where responsibility and accountability can
reasonably be fixed.

It is in such a setting thact the Board of Education finds itself.
Accordingly, it appears only prudent to move deliberately and coherently
toward a set of goals and desired outcomes., Planning and action must
use images of reality as stepping stones.

Even under such conditions, courses of action can be mapped out and
pursued. The Board-Department is clearly at work on many of the tasks
which should be aspects of a plan of action on school district organiza-
tion. Certain issues, however, have been raised in our several site
reports and often in a number of MACE and other reports. The central messages
are:

a. The state badly needs an information system that can collect
and apply data to problems and that can be used by school
dis:ricts, state officialsand the many other groups
and agencies reeding good and accurate current information.
A chapter could be written on this topic alone.
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Allied to the need for an information system is a need to
collect and use planning data from local school systems.
School districts must make plans and these should be shared
with both the state and regional offices. The Department

and 1ts regional offices should help to make certain that
local plans make good educational sense and do not overlap,
and second, to do all in their power to aid local school
districts in implementing the plans they submit. These plans
should be shaved by both the community and the Department.

The Department should give the highest priority to
strengthening its capability to assist urban areas.
Every day, it seems, the problems of urban education are
becoming more acute. "Solving" the problems found in
our cities 1is something for which we must all take
responsibility. Working on urban problems and giving

us an action agenda is primarily the task of the Department.
Secondary urban education especially has been neglected
and the scars of that neglect can be witnessed in the
many problems of our youth. Again the Department can
help puint, direct and lead our energies in working on
problems which need the attention of responsible and
caring citizens.

Furthermore, the Board-Department must undertake a number
of actions directed at minority issues, from technical
assistance to minority groups to the employment of more
minority group members at high positions of authority in

the Department. The difficult and time-consuming issues

of racial imbalance have chewed up enormous amounts of time,
This unseemly matter is not likely to be cleared up in the
foreseeable future while other minority issues emerge almost
daily. Adding top minority staff to the Department would
help with minority problems and might free up others in the
Dipartment to move on other matters.

The Board is approving new schools with community facilities
and at the same time reviewing favorably to move to more
flexiblity in defining the school year. Yet utilization

of school plants falls far short of the potential. According
to our site report covering vocational education, the problem
of schooul building utilizatiou as compared to need is
especially acute.

A number of things about vocational education concern

the Commission in addition to the utilization of
vocational-technical plants. These incluue svstem rigidity,
high costs and the lack of pood vocational and career
programs for many of the Commonwealth's students., The
Department lLias made some remarkable strides to improve

* )
'C

99



100

vocational-technical education but they have been cast

from a conservative philosophy. 1In particular, access

of minority groups, adults and the disadvantaged must receive
concentrated attention.

Vocational education has heen one of many programs inadequately
based and funded in our cities. Of the almost 12,000 students in 20
regional vocational-technical high schools -~ most new and with elaborate
facilities -- a mere 220 non-whites are rccorded in attendance. These
expansive and impressive educational plants have been developed in non-
urban areas. The Massachusetts Advocacy Center is about to issue a
report likely to be critical of public vocational education. Controversial
or not it should nevertheless be studied for its suggestions.

For the Department to be well intentjoned and to try to do everything
is likely to lead to limited results. A focused and realistic plan
must be approved by the Board of Education, in partnership with a wide
variety of groups and agencies, to move forward on these problems. To
do a good job on one or two may find the Department well on the way to
solving some of the others. The Department has already established some
priorities that match clear needs. These priorities require virtually
monthly review and modification.

Most of the issues presented in this report center on the Board and
its leadership capabilities, and our recommendations to take action.
It is our strongest wish that the Department fully agrees with us about
what the problems are and will accept the ensuing body of recommendations
and adviscments. In cases of some differences, which may be the result
of new developments, the Commission understands that some revisions may
be necessary.

B. THE COMMISSIONS'S RECOMMENDATIONS

Massachusetts is without a comprehensive strategy for addressing the
issues of school district organization, As a consequence, children
suffer for lack of appropriate programs, resources go unused and school
districts too often struggle on alone.

A current proposal by the Committee for Economic Development advocates
regional government as a means of improving delivering systems and
services, but contends that power over critical functions be assigned
to local communities. The CED proposal states:

It is clear . . . that what {s nceded is a system of povermsent
that recognizes both forces, centralization and decentralization
+ + +and . . . a genuine sharing of power . . . 1t must
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recognize a larger unit to permit economics of scale,

cover wide planning, and equities of finance. 1t must
recognize a smaller unit <o permit the exercise of local
power over matters which affect the lives of local citizens.

1. Equality, Access and Appraisal

Recommendation One

Our first recommenddation is directed at improving all school districts
in the Commonwealth. It is clear that plans and actions must, often in
partnership, target on the school district. A set of Commission advise-
ments might be helpful in establishing local grounds for action on some
nineteen points:

1. The existence of a results-oriented school management system
characterized by needs assessment, goal definition, careful
consideration and selection of action or program alternatives
(so-called program budgeting), long-range planning,
opportunity for citizen involvement on a broad scale, and
careful evaluation techniques. These ingroedients represent
the heart of local educational planning.

2. Tae development for wide distribution of an annual report
which includes cost comparisons with other districts of similar
size and organization. Such an annual report should include:

ratio of full-time certified staff members or
staff member equivalents to full-time equivalent
students,

total expenditure per full-time student as related
to such costs as central administration, salaries,
other iustructional expenses and the like.

In order to move ahead on these two points we advise:

that a series of regional workshops be established primarily
for school committee persons over the course of the next
cighteen months to deal in the first instance with the
issues of fimance, collaboration, working with community
members and needs assessment, and ways to relieve school
committeces from unimportant and non-productive tasks.

that in conjunction with these workshops, the state develop
a series of inastructional seminars on school issues and

the duties and responsibilitics of school committee persons.,
Attendance ac these sessions is to be required of all new
school committee persons.
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that once a local needs arsessment has been completed,
a detailed one-year plan of action should be developed
and desired activities for another two years should

be sketched out (to be modified annually),

that an agreement with others should be worked out as
necessary concerning a full diversified and specirlized
set of K~12 programs and services for all students.

that a top management person in each LEA be assigned
to be a representative to various regional collaboratives
and to be a resource persou on collaboration and its uses.

that the State Department of Education assist local school
districts and teachers by furnishing information for

teacher negotiations. (Guidance in this matter is available
from a MACE study entitled: dodernizing School Governance
for Educational Equality and Diversity.)

We further advise that the following program matters receive highest
priority:

that all school districts offer, or arrange for, well
articulated K-12 school programs which include
specialized programs and optional educational environments.

that school districts unable to offer diverse K-12 programs
and services must arrange, with a signed protocol, for
dividing those programs and services with other districts.

that programs available to students include special
education as mandated in Chapter 766 vocational education
and other enrichment and specialized programs and
services as are found necessary and desirable in

the judgment of local lay and professional groups.

Concerning finaices and assessment we advise:

that the question of fiscal equity should be addrassed

in terms of how fairly to share the burden of
substantially equalized educational resource availability
for children, not in terms of how to equalize the

ability nf a district to raisc reverues which it may

not choose to raise and spend.

that a local assessment plan be developed with the

involvement of lay citizens, students and teachers.
The primary purpose of the assessment instruments
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will be to aid students. The second purpose will be
to assist in the plavning process. The results of
the assassments are tu be published annually.

at consfderation be glven to visitations from

oups outside the school district to discuss
previously agreed-upon specific parts of the school
district operation. These visits should lead to a
candid give and take of a full exchange of {deas. The
results of the visitations should be published and
dieseminated.

that the objectives designeu by the State Department

of Education with input from mauy grtovps and officials
around the state be each year cousidered as an assessment
program 1is produ-ed for action.

accordingly, our Commission gives its support to planning the
following additional programs and services:

3. early childhood educational services including at least
pre-kindergarten screening for children with special
needs and parent training programs.

4, basic adult education services including at least
" those needed for a high school equivalency certificate
of worch.

5. a complete spectrum of service for students with
special learning problems and dicabllities as provided
in statutes and Board of Education regulacions.

6. curriculum coordinatior on a K-12 basis designed for
each student to eliminave gips and unnecessary repetitions
in learning experiences,

7. Individualized instructional programs allowing students
to work on an appropriate level. (Refer to "Fathways'
published by the State Board of Education.)

8. 1Instructional programs that use physical and citizen
4
resources of the surrounding area to enhance student
progress (Refer to "Pathways').

9. attention to the emotiounal and physical well-being of
students (State goal 1i).

10. a preliminary emphas’s on providing students with basic and
advanced communication and computarion skills (State goal 2).

11. programs in social studies, science, and humanities that

stress cultural heritage, discovery, and the development of
critical thinking skills. (State goal 3).
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12,

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19,

-

attention to developing a capaciiy and a desire for
1lifclong learning in each studeni. (St.ite goal 4).

programs that pive students a thorough understanding
of the functioning of our society and government,
neaningful experiences in <emocratic and consumer
processes, and encouragement to commitment to exercise
the 1ights and responsibilities of citizenship and
protection of the rights of others. (State goal 5).

programs that promote understanding and positive
interaction among persons of differont race, relig. on,
sex, ethnic group, and socioeconomic group. (State
goal 6).

pregrams that offer a broad range of opportunities for
career exploration, vocational guidance, aud both
vocational and avocational trainiag prior to high
schicol graduatjon. (State goal 7).

programs that address personal, corporate, and political
actions as they affect natural resources and environmental
balances. (State goal 8).

attention to identification and clarificatio. of values
and attitudes among students., (State goal 9).

opportunity for individual exploration and expression of
talents and feelfngs in music, vriting, electronic com=
munication, art, drvama, and movement. (State goal 10),.%

a school reporting system that defines individual student
progress on a continuum both against stated learning
objectives and, in the case of basic skills, against
nationally standardized nocus.

-—

*These goals are further supported by the "Pathways" section in the
Board of Educaticn's documents., See Appendix M.
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RECOMMENDATION ONE

THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION AND ITS COMMISSIONER
SHOULD TAKE STIPZ I 1974 TO DEVELOP A STATLWIDE
SERVICE EVALUATION ASSISTANCE SYSTEM THROUGH REGIONAL
EDUCATION CENTERS, A SYSTEM DESIGNED TO MEASURE AND
PROMOTE THE AVAILABILITY OF THE NIMNETEEN CATECORIES
OF SERVICE LISTED IN THIS REPORT IN EACH FULLIC
SCHOOL DISTRICT AND SCHOOL IN THE COMMONWEALTH.

The recommended system should be considered & necessary comple-
ment to and not in any wav a replacement for beginning attempts to develop
a statewide system for assessing results of instruction. Ve strongly
endorse the building of a statewide program for assessing results,
especially to the degree that such a program helps local districts and
schnols to build their own evaluation capabilities. However, measuring
results is an incomplete practice unless one also measures whether or not
an organization is really trving (tae proprams) to pursue these results;
and whether or not the appropriate programs are really readily accessible
to all students. Without these latter measurewments, informed decisions
cannot be made about what actions might best be taken to achieve better
results.

This system shculd be used to encourage a process of continuous
improvement in availability of educational service, not a focus on absolute
standards.

Additionally the system should result in preparation of an evaluatic:
and suggestion report for each school district or school district group
(two or more districts under one superintendent) once every three vears.
Each district should be required to review its report within 90 days
at a public school committee meeting and then to make it readily available
to media representatives who request an opportunity to read the report.

The major purpose of this process would be to provide assistance in
the statewide pursuit of equalization of educational opportunity for
students. Information concerning 'success'" in one or more districts
can be exchanged through the regional centers and offered as a resource
to other districts.

We believe that there are alternatives for creating and opening such
an evaluation-assistance system without creating excessive time demands
on regional center personnel. For example:

Advance lists could be constructed of sample performance
indicators under each of the nineteen service categories
defined herein. The Advisoryv Council on tducation office
will continue to serve as a clearinghouse and source of
assistance for pursuit of the Commission recommendations.
Therefore, Council staff members stand ready to assist in
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preparing lists of sample performance {indicators if
the Board of Education implements the recommended
evaluation-assistance system.

Preparation and submizsion of a self-evaluation report
by eaeh Jocal district or district group in a way
somewhat similar to ecarlier accion on a goals report
r:quested by the Board of Fducation. This self-analysis
could then be féllowed by an observation-verification
visit by a staff memher of a regional education center
who would then prepare a report on program adequacy and
on ways to continue to move ahead.

Alternatively, a one or two day observation-verification
visit Ly a board of visitors briefed and later de=briefed

by a staff member of a regional education ceuter. Volunteers
for such boards of visitors could be drawn from the ranks of
the citizen and student advisory boards and the educational
organizations already affiliated with each regional ecenter.
If volunteers were required to visit districts other than
their own, information exchange among school districts

would be facilitat.d. Ffventually, volunteers might even

be exchanged across regional boundaries to extend this
process of information exchange. After de-briefing of a
board of visitors, the supervising staff member from the
regional office and/or an appointed or elected chairmin

from the board could prepare the appropriate report.

While some readers might question the local veadiness for this type
of evaluation process, persons who responded to a questionnaire distributed
by the Commission and all regional education centers provide the possibility
of a different perspective. To the statement that THE REGIONAL CENTER SHOULD
HAVE PEOPLE WHO CAN ASSIST IN EVALUATING PROGRAMS AND SPECIAL PROJECTS, the
respondents favored eventual development of this assistance from the regional
Centers of Lducation,

Before leaving the first recommendation, two additional statements
could have immediate use in both state and local action. The first is
prescnted here and represents a section {rom a MACE report on urban
schools. The second is to be found in Appendix F and is from the State
Board of Education's "Educational Goals for Massachusetts:"

A School Profile: Parents increasingly expect full and candid
information about their children's talents, accomplishments,
levels of learning, problems and needs, Letter grades, symbols,
and stanine scores do not always satisfy them -- not when

more descriptive measures of achieverment can be used more
objectively (not a B in typing, but how many correctly

spelled words were typed per minute; or exactly what is

the level of reading proficiency?).
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Similarly, parent groups and school councils ought to

be shown each year a profile of their school's resources
and performance. They are entitled to this information
which could be presented on an easily prepared form
which would include:

how many teachers are in the school?

how many years of experience in your city and elsewhere
do they have?

how many are new, how many tenured compared to the
system average?

what special programs are allocated to or conductéd
by the school, aind what aides and extra staff have
been made available?

to what junior high or high schools have recent
graduates gone and with what results (e.g., known
dropout rates, college acceptances)?

what are the test scores for each grade or level,
by subject or skill arecas, and with what patterns
of special weaknesses, successes, or problems?

what are the school's expenditures for: teachers and
counselors, custodians, books and materials, repairs
and alterations, special staff, ari lunches?

what are projected enrolments for the next three years?

These data, too often regarded as privileged, actually need to be
shared and discussed with parents who then can help develop

and support constructive programs of action. Each business firm
has an end of year balance sheet. The cry for :ccountability

in education is a plea for forthright reporting. Otherwise

the 3chool Department, parent groups and school councils will
withdraw their confidence and support.

2. Consolidation and Regionalization

Recommendation 1wo

To sharpen issues raised by previous state and national studies,
the Commission has listened to comments made by literally hundreds of
citizens from different walks cf life. In addition, 4 sampling of school
districts was implemented. Twenty-four of the school districts chosen
had assessed valuations per school-attending=-child of 310,000 or more
below the state average: eighteen of the districts had assessed valuations
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per schuol-attending-child of $10,000 or more above the state average,
In each of these groups, there were sets of districts grouped by size.

The evidence indicates that:

most elementary schools need at least one class per grade
level, and secondary schools need at least 500 students (the
latter ensuring a graduating class of about 100 students).
Assuming a class size of 28, there are 37 school districts

in Massachusetts with elementary operations that do not meet
the suggested size standard. There are 28 districts with
enrollments too small to produce a high school graduating
class of 100. Curriculum realities become most visible

in the high schools, where smaller schools simply do not offer
the number and variety of courses offered in larger schools.

&s a rule, when size is excluded as a factor, the average
number of courses in the richer districts exceeded the
number of courses in the poorer districts in our sampling.

the amount and quality of articulation between schools and
even between grade levels which actually takes place derénds
upon the educational leadership and the number and attitude
of the school committees involved.

there are gross inequalities in expenditure supporting
instruction among school districts in Massachusetts. With

few exceptions, richer districts provided significantly more
dollars for non-personnel support of instruction than did

poorer districts in 1971-72. For example, depending upon where
a student lived in 1971-72, he could have received either $11.15
in support of textbooks and library-audio-visual material or
$53.28!

without exception and in every size category in our sample,

a higher percentage of graduates in richer districts entered

a four-year college than did graduates from poorer districts.
From a size viewpoint, the smallest districts in both richer
and poorer categories had smaller percentages going on to four-
year colleges., Later we will treat critical occupational and
career education concerns.

smaller districts usually find it much more difficult to support
adequate staff training and renewal programs (courses,
conferences, workshops, sabbatical leaves, etc.).

while current rescarch on pupil achievement and class size

do not document the probability of significant benefits from
so doing, scme smaller districts reluctantly support unusually
suwall class sizes or low pupil-teacher ratios as part of the
price for remaining isolated.
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These general concluslons are explained in greater detail in our
study site reports cnd technical documents, They are not presented
necessarily as a case for consolidation of small school districts.
Rather, they are presented as problems to be addressed in one of several
ways.

Currently available data seem to indicate that:

1. Administratives districts in respounding to quality and
economy matters should contain at least 5000 and not over
50,000 students whenever this can be convenlently arranged.
When we in the Bay State consider geography and population
density, a minimum nearer 3500 is perhaps a more workable
figure for our state. However, the administrative districts
should, wherever possible, be supervised by one superintendent
working for one K-12 school committee.

2. When administrative districts do not c¢oincide with optimum
sizes for such functions as special education, business
administration (purchasing being an example) or sophisticated
data processing, other options should be explored such as:

service from a regional education center or

regional cooperatives and collaboratives among
_public-private school units and other agencies, or

purchasing of services from a centralized public or
private agency.

Our Commission does not hold that an adequate student base and
acts of collaboration guarantee quality. Size and collaboration
efforts, however, can be used to make quality more possible and more
economical. The rest is up to strong and sensitive management procedures
that utilize clear goals and objectives, frank evaluation of results
from program activities, and meaningful communication with the client being
served, to assure a competent school system.

To apply these general conclusions to school districts in Massachusetts,
we offer the following recommendations:

RECOMMENDATION TWO

LEGISLATIVE LYADERS AND THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
SHOULD JOI¥ IN REVIEWING AND, AS NECESSARY, AGAIN
AMENDING SECTION 16D OF CHAPTER 71 OF THE GENERAL LAWS

TO ENSURE TUAT INCENTIVES FOR REGIONALIZATION APPLY TO
ALL REGIOXAL DISTRICTS IN MASSACHUSETTS. THIS SECTION

OF THE GENERAL LAUs SHIOULD BE REVIEWED ALONG WITH ANY
FUTURE PROPOSALS TOR MAJOR FISCAL REFORM IN MASSACHUSETTS.
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Prior to the 1974 enactment of House Petition 6100, statutes on
regionalization stipulated that:

1.

2.

3.

15% of Chapter 70 schoul aid is added to the aid given
cach municipality for even partial membership in a
regional district.

There is no minimum or maximum limit on grades included in
a region.

Total state aid for construction has a maximum limit of 65%.

In the 1974 session of the General Court, the State Board of
Education introduced legislation to:

1.

2.

"Grandfather" or continue the 15% additional aid for districts
now receiving the same.

Give 2% per grade for regionalization composed of 8 or more grades.
The maximum possible would be 26% for complete K-12 regionaliza-
tion.

Require all regions formed in the future to include four or more
grades.

Clearly define that school construction is NOT necessary for
formation of a regional district.

Prohibit regional aid exceeding the regional operating assessment
to any one town, a situation that does occur under the current
statute.

Raise state aid for construction to 75% in all K-12 regional
districts.

This proposed legislation has several advantages. It would have:

l.

Created a new incentive for K-12 regionalization, providing
more citizens with the advantages of K-12 curriculum articulation
and administrative economies.

Allowed pursuit of the articulation and economic berefits without
requiring construction, a step toward desirable flexibility in
state policy.

Left the final choice to local citizens, avoiding the inflexibility
of mandating.

Left the State Board of Fducation with the right to approve or
disapprova formation of a region, a way to guarantee state
protection of citizen interests beyond limited town boundaries.
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5. Eliminated the profit-making now associated with membership in
some regional vocational schools, Certainly no one ever
intended that a town should receive more in state aid for
membership in a-region than it costs the town to participate
in the region!

The General Court incorporated the concept of encouraging K-12 regional-
ization in passage of House Petition #6100. However certain important
iatentions of the original State Board of Education proposal will not
be realized in all regional districts unless additional amendments to
Section 16D of Chapter 71 arc passed in 1975 or thereafter. For example,
additicaal amendments are necessary to ensure that

1. Regional school districts containing cities are covered
by the intentions of House Petition #6100,

2. All regional districts including thos~ with a regional
valuation percentage in excess of 153.8% will receive
at least some incentive payment.

The cost projections for complete implementation of the State Board
of Education incentive proposals are quite reasonable. The cost in
1973-74 terms, if the 42 partial regions and 30 small communities all
united in K-12 districts (an unlikely possibility), would be an increase
of approximately $6,000,000 in annual Chapter 70 aid. Construction aid of
75% for K-12 regions could, at most, cost approximately $920,000 per year
for the next 20 years (again, in 1973-74 terms). However the prohibition
on profit-making would save approximately $10,000,000 annually. Thus
passage and implementation of all State Board recommendations cculd save
the state approximately $3,000,000 per year while encouraging the formation
of school distiicts capable of greater efficiency and economy. The '
Commission endorses movement in this direction as an example of fine
leadership and cooperation on the part of the State EBoard of Education,
its Commissioner, and elected officials.

Recommendation Three

The Commission's third recommendation is related to the first two
since it calls for sirengthening school districts. The State Board of
Education has heen concerned about small-sized school districts in an age
calling for more sophisticated programs for students and at a time of
rising costs. Approximately 13% of the students in the state, 154,678
students in 187 school districts, are in non-K-12 districts. Not all of
these 187 school districts have the same structure; some actually approach
the K-12 concept in operation. Some are coterminous unions and regions
under the responsibility of a single superintendent and two school
committees from grades K-i2.

The MACE-Donley report illustrates the many problems caused by the
programmatic and articulation constraints often found in non-K-12 school
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districts. Constructive action is necessary and the means to do so are
within our grasp,

RECOMMENDAT1ON THREER

THE STATE BCARD OF EDUCATION SHOULD I'OLLOW THREE
BASIC DIRECTIONS 1N APPROVING PROPOSALS FOR FORMATION
OF NEW OR EXPANSION OF EXISTING SCHOOL DISTRICTS:

1. DEVELOP K~12 SCHOOL DISTRICTS THAT:

a. ADEQUATELY MEET THE NEEDS OF ALL TOWNS IN A
PARTICULAR AREA, EXCLUDING NO COMMUNITY
THAT NEEDS MEMBERSHIP 10 SLERVE ITS STUDENTS
PROPERLY.

b. ENCOMPASS AN ADEQUATE PUPIL BASE.

c. EXPAND PARTIAL REGIONAL DISTRICTS 10 INCLUDE
ALL GRADES IN THEIR MEMBER TOWNS.

2. DEVELOP K-12 SCHOOL DISTRICTS TIAT POSSESS THE
CAPABILITY OF PROVIDING A HIGH QUALITY OF SERVICE
IN EACH OF THE NINETEEN CATEGORIES LISTED IN THIS
REPORT.

3. DEVELOP AN ADMINISTRATIVE SYSTEM IN WHICH A SUPERIN-
TENDENT IS RESPONSIBLE TO ONLY ONE SCHOOL COMMITTEE
NO MATTER HOW MANY COMMUNITIES ARE SERVED.

Consonant with our recommendation, it is our hope that the State
Board of Education will establish a public information program in every
region. Citizens need much more information to make them adequately
aware of.

the potential benefits of regional school districts
for students, teachers, and taxpayers alike.

the relatively high costs associated with extremely small
districts which affect all citizens.

correcting the belief that repional school districts require
construction of or elimination cof separate town clementary
schools.

?
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Recommendat fon Four

We have discussed elsewhere the plight of superintendency
unions. Once again, the MACE=Donley report in some detail describes
their workings. The problems associated with unions were also a topic
of discussion at the Collaboration Conference held by the Commission
on April 11, 1974,

RECOMMENDATION FOUR

THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION SHOULD DEFINE AND PROPOSE,
AND THE GENERAL COURT AND THE GOVERNOR SHOULD APPROVE
LEGISLATION ABOLISHING SUPERINTENDENCY UNIONS BY JULY
OF 1978.

Multiple school committees over one school administration are an
anaclhironlsm. They promote management by crisis ratlier than management
by objective. We advise that this legislation have the following
characteristics:

1. Require that each current superintendency union
have its member towns merge with other districts
to form K-12 units OR AT LOCAL DISCRETION that the
entire union be converted to a partial regional school
district including all of the current member towns or
with such exceptions as the State Board might approve;
all by July 1lst of 1977 and in accordance with planning
procedures and guidelines promulgated by the State Board.

2., Allow inclusion of a section in new regional agreements
specifying the continuation of one or more existing
town elementary scinools when all member towns agree
to the financial arrangements and other details of said
section; and the region is approved by local voters for
implementation on or before July lst of 1977.

3. Provide that, in the event that one or more towns
in a current union fails to meet the July of 1977
deadline, the State Board may design and direct
the July of 1978 implerentation uf a consolidated or
regionalization plan designed by the State DBoard.
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RECOMMENDATIONS 1WO, THREE, AND FOUR have focused on ways to
improve services and of fer diverse programs to students by strengthening
superintendency unions and swall school districts through consolidation.
Such consvlidation will ¢nhance local citizen control and participation
by allowing adequately sized k=12 school districts prepared to engage
in the educational challenges of the present and of the future.

But these recommendations alone do not make a comprehensive plan,
Another component is the potential of area-wide approaches and how they
can strengthen school districts.

3. Strengthening Regional Educational Approuches

Recommendation Five’

The collaborative-regional movement is coming of age in education
as in other organizational endecavors. Today every state has some form
of educational program uadertaken in collaboration among school
districts.

There are two basic approaches to educational regionalism being .
implemented across the United States. First, there is the creation
of so-called intermediate services agencies by the state; in effect a
middle echelon in a three-cchelon educational structure consisting of
local districts, intermediate districts or centers, and the state depart-
ment of education. Second, there is the growth of voluntary educational
collaboration not mandated by legislation or regulation. Each approach
has advantages and disadvantages.

Regional or intermediate service agencies created and regulated by
the state can have, as we have seeu, much greater irflucence in equalizing
educational opportunities among local districts. They also have a higher
potential for utilizing state resources to increase communication among
cchool districts and other agencies., On the opposite side of the coin,
such agencics are more apt tu be hampered and slowed by state regulations,

Voluntary educational collaboratives are usually free from juris-
dictional regulations such as those that might prevent local districts
in different regions from collaborating through a highly structured
state systen of separate regional centers. As a matter of survival,
they are apt to be more sensitive to rapid changes in the needs of
participating districts. They do not focus on statewide needs for
equalization although they can certainly promote cqualization of
opportunity for students in their participating districts. Finally,
they often do not have the power and means to facilitate information exchange
with nonparticipating districts aud agencias.

Our Commission believes that Massachusetts should not lock itself
into one of the twu approaches to regionualism., Rather, our stace should
pursuc the benefits of both approaches.

B 1l
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Commission advises the following concerning area-wide arrange-

The proper development of the State Department of Fducation's
Regional Fducation Centers (REC) are endorsed by the
Conmission as a vital component in the organization of
elemeutary and secondary education.

The central purpose of these centers should be to organize
in collaboration with the lozcal school district, ways to
provide programs and services to students and to classrooms.

The centers serving urban arcas should be physically

located in the chief urban city and on a public transportation
line in order to be maximally accessible (involved in

serving to teachers, parents and students, as well as

central administrations).

The centers should be components of and accountable to

the State Board of Education and to the Commissioner of
Education. The Commissioner and the Board are to appoint
the staff and to lay out general operational, planning, and
assessment guidelines. ]
The regular, permanent professional staff of the regional
education centers should be limited to one for every

75,000 persons by the latest census. The Commissioner,
however, is to have discrelioun about where he wishes to

assign staff and to be able to add or subtract ten percent

from his total regional professional staff. These figures

will allow for the distribution of approximately seventy
professional staff to the six regions. The intent of this
recommendation is three-fold: (1) to hold down the total
number of permanent professional staff; (2) to help assure

that the generalists will be more in demand than the
specialists; (3) to generate additional staff needs within

the regions. All those assigned to a regyional education center
are to be directly responsible to the director of the center.

The following concepts in regional school district matters should
be of central concern:

a. that school district and regional planning hold the key
to resonsible and imaginative use of resources.

b. that collaboration must take place to make the best use
of on-going successful practices and expertisc whenever
they are found.

¢. that the development and use of resources must be a central
regional concern.

12
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d. that overcoming inequities become feasible undex
rcgional arrangements.,

e. that communication within the community and with
others must receive regional support.

7. In order to foster diversity in responding to needs,
volunteer education collaboratives, both ongoing and new,
should be fully encouraged. Concurrent development of

public and private collaboratives as complementary agencies
is highly desirable.

8. REC Councils and the private education collaboratives should
make joint proposals to the State Board of Education for
funding. These funds should be used as seed money for new
programs. To begin, approximately 200,000 dollars (four
cents for each resident in the Commonwealth) should be set
aside.

While the Commission strongly endorses the present efforts of the
Department of LEducation toward decentralization into regional centers,
we must point out that certain characteristics common to successful
centers in other states are lacking in Massachusetts. We do not bhelieve
that regional centers in our state can realize their full potential for
services to local districts until:

local districts are granted a formal role in the governance

of certain regional operations. aAs the state makes expecta-
tions clear to local districts, THOSE WITH THE RESPONSIBIITTY
FOR PURSUING STATE EXPECTATIONS 3SHOULD BE GIVEN A MAJOR ROLE
IN DEFINING THE ASSISTANCE THEY NEED FROM REGIONAL CENTERS.
State officials should avoid the error of unilaterally deciding
upon services to be offered or of having some groups other
than those responsible for results be the decision-makers.

If the latter practice were initiated, it could all too easilv
stimulate a rejection of responsibility as school managers
came to realize that they were being asked to achieve results
but were not being given the auchority to manage the resources
needed for such achievement.

local districts are contributing to the cost of operating
regional centers -- this is a way to promote the understanding
that a center belongs to the region as well as to the state.
Also, if regional centers are really going to increase service
to local districts substantially, they are going to need local
as well as state dollars.

the state provides funds beyond federal dollars to help
initiate collaboratives -- the practice of reimbursing some
expenses of successful collaboratives after they are operating
is useful but not cqualizing. Richer districts tend to be

R YT
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rewvarded for their ability to plan and start collaboratives,
and nothing is done to help poorer districts where the

most help is needed. Legislation has been proposed by the
Board of FEducation to fund and otherwise encourage collabor-
ation. oune of the major functions of the cuirent Regional
Education Centers is to assist in establishing model
collaborations. The Commission is convinced that the state
should do all that it can to encourage the trend to
collaboration for educational purposes. Advance funding

for well-planned and obviously needed collaboratives could
correct other situations, especially if a state unit existed
to help districts with initial planning.

Regional centers are granted the right to receive and

disburse funds as fiscal agents for local districts, not

just as fiscal agents for the State Board of Education.

The present prictice of one school district having to assume
the role of fiscal agent for other districts in a collaborative
is a factor that discourages formation of collaboratives,
especially among smaller districts with limited or no business
staffs.

Collaboration, either public or private, should be multipurpose
wherever possible as contrasted to single purpose in order to
hold down administrative expenses and to help assure that

the collaboratives have the wider basis necessary for continuing.

Our Commissionhas worked with regional centers to solicit suggestions
from educators, legislators, students, and parents on their hopes for the
development of regional services. The suggestions from 425 respondents
have been tabulated by the Division of Research and Statistics in the
Department and have been made available to the Commissioner of Education.
We believe that the State Board of Education and the Commissioner are
reviewing these suggestions, and are proceeding on decentralization of
department services in a thorough and logical manner. This report is
intended to add some suggestions to this planning process, not to
substitute for it.

With respect to levying any assessment on local school districts,
the Educational Service Unit should be required to poll all districts
roncerned and no assessment should be levied or service instituted unless
a three-quarters majority of such districts indicates a desire to have
such service.
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RECOMMENDATION FIVE

THE BOARD OF FEDUCATION SUPPORTED BY THE GENERAL COURT
AND THE GOVERNOR SHOULD TAKE IMMEDICTE ACTION TO
INCLUDE AN EDUCATIONAL SERVICE UNIT (FSU) IN FACH
REGIONAL CENTER OF THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION. EACH
OF THESE UNTTS SHOULD HAVE T1'0 BASIC TASKS: FIRST,
SUPPORTING THE DEVELOPMENT OF VOLUNTARY COLLABORATIVES
BOTH IN THE REGION AND ACROSS REGIONAL LINES AND,
SECOND, ESTABLLSHING SUCH MANDATORY REGIONAL SERVICE
AS MIGHT BE APPROVED BY A REGIONAL ESU COUNCIL AND THE
COMMISSIONER,

Our fifth recommendation carries the following stipulations:

1. Such a vote will be sought only after the Educational Service
Council itself has given approval by a two-thirds majority.
Only after these approvals were received might assessments be
required from school districts. The ESUs will require the
services of a full time director and a full-time secretary.

In 1974 terms, the salary of the director should not be less
than twenty-five thousand dollars a year., To the extent pos-
sible, this should be accomplished with current personnel and
funds. This salary range, incidentally, is at least what the
director of the RECs should receive. Whatever additional funds
are needed should be provided in the fiscal 1976 budget for the
Department to support the following at each regional center:

The potential for ultimate savings both to local school
districts and the state should be an adequate basis for
making the modest necessary investmeit.

This is a point where we must reemphasize the concept of equali-
zation. Voluntary collaboratives are very attractive in terms
of the home rule interests that most of us value. We hope that
most regional collaboratives will be voluntary. However, a
purely voluntary approach is inadequate for ensuring that all
children have relatively equal educational opportunities. Since
such equalization is our major interest and is the ultimate
Justification for collaboratives, we have carefully moved one
step beyond the purely voluntary approach. While avoiding

and suggestion that the state or regional center employees be
able to mandate the existence of regional collaboratives, we
believe that a strong majority of districts in a region should
be able to mandate such collaboratives., To this degree, we
place the interest of equalization for children ahead of pure
volunteerism.,

11
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Each ESU 1ls to:

Review the needs in school districts in the region and each
of its subregions, giving special attention to the evaluation
and assistance system described earlier.,

Pursue fulfillment of those needs by:

providing service directly to all school districts in a
region whenever such action is approved by a two-thirds
vote of membership on the ESU governing board endorsed
by three-quarters of all the districts in the region

and is approved by the Commissioner of Education or

his representative and can be funded with future assess-
ments against all school districts in the region.

assisting in establishment of voluntary collaboratives
among interested districts and other agencies when such
collaboratives are not approved by a vote.

developing cooperative programs for the transportation and
instruction of children with special education needs,

similar to one developed for the Commission and available
from MACE.

Finally, each ESU should give consideration to the possibility of
establishing media service centers, information systems, and other regional
programs thoroughly coordinated with statewide planning whenever so requested
by the State Board of Education or whenever reports of the Massachusetts
Advisory Council on Education, the Massachusetts Advisory Council on
Vocational-Technical Education, the Secretary of Educational Affairs, or
a special Legislative commission so recommend.

We recommend that an ESU governing council be established in each
region in a manner to be defined by the State Board of FEducation
in consultation with the Massachusetts Association of School Committees.
The follocwing is an example of a process for establishing a nineteén-~
member board in a region:

A. EFEach region could be divided into three sub-regions by
the Board of Education, each sub-region including a minimum
of eight and a maximum of twenty-six school districts
depending on the regional center involved.

B. Each school committee could elect one representative to
a sub-region board for a threce-year term. That representative
could be a member of the school committee or its superintendent
or any other district citizen at the discretion of the school
committece. The school committee could elect a replacement
to fill the unexpired term of its representative, if he or she
had to leave office during said term.
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H.

Fach sub-region board could meet, organize through election
of officers, and then elect five members to the governing
board of the Educational Development Unit, this organization
and election to take place in Scptember of each year.

The Commissioner of Fducation could appoint four additional
members to each ESU governing board, perhaps selecting his
appointees from the Regional Advisory Councils that already
exist in each regional cducation center.

Each sub-region board would be empowered to meet a maximum

of once bimonthly beginning in September of each year to advise
its representatives on the ESU governing board and to discuss
other topics of mutual concern.

Each member EDU governing board would meet, organize through
election of officers, and begin supervising operations of the
EDU through the EDU director in October of each year and
bimonthly thereafter.

We further recommend that, after the first three years of operation
employment of any EDU director would be subject to joint approval

of subsequent three-year contracts by the EDU governing board

and the State Board of Education.

After a regular schedule for the meetings of the EDU governing
board is announced, school committecs with representatives on
that board wwuld be obligated to avoid scheduling their school
committee meetings on the same dates.

With respect to levying any assessment on local school districts
the Educational Service Unit be required to poll all districts concerned
and no assessment would be levied or service instituted unless a three-
quarters majority of such districts indicate a desire to have such service.

Recommendation Six

A fully compatible relationship is cxpected between ESU and other
local and state governmental segments. This is the key element in the
functioning of ESUs. The ESUs should receive guidance and policy direction
from the Commissioner periodically.
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RECOMMENDATION SIX

THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION SHOULD DFEINE AND
PROPOSE AND THE GENDERAL COURT AND THE GOVERNOR
SHOULD APPROVE ANY LEGISLATTON MNECLSSARY TO IMPLE-
MENT THE OPERATION OF EDUCATIONAL SERVICE UNITS.

Such legislation should be pass~d early in the 1975 session of the
General Court and should authorize ESUs to:

1. Receive and disburse funds above and beyond those authorized
by state appropriation.

2. Assess all of the districts in its region for any mandated
services beginning in fiscal year 1976 or 1977 (depcnding
on the date of legislative cnactment) to establish a
revolving account for such salaries and operations as
are not covered by state appropriation. This authority
should obligate school districts to include funds in
the appropriated budgets under the cooperative program
(9000) category when assessments are mandated. It might,
at ‘the discretion of the State Board include an initial
nominal assessment to all districts, for general support
of the ESU, perhaps fifty cents a pupil.

Legislation should also give authority to voluntary collaboratives
to receive and disburse funds and to assess costs to participating
districts. Additionally authority should be given to ESUs and voluntary
collaboratives to enter into contracts with other public and non-public
ageucies iu and outside defined state regions. Collaboratives should
be open to private schools, colleges, and non-schoul agencies.

Recommendation Seven

In response to a growing need for a more flexible mechanism for
funding locally-initiated collaborative educational programs, the concept
of an Educational Bank for the Promotion of Collaboratives (EDBANK)
has been explored. The existing grant system used to fund education
on all levels is often too generalized to respond to specific local
agency needs, too impersonal to provide local incentive and commitment,
and too tied up in red tape to be responsive to immediate needs.

The EDBANK as one supplementary alternative to the present system

of educational {inance, would have the advantage of providing a structure
whereby both private capital and technical assistance would be made
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available for the development and support of collaboratively-organized
educational programs. Access to this capital would depend on the
initiative and cducational commitment of the districts or institutions
themselves.  EDBANK would provide a funding source for ideas and
programs in the communitics or inctitutions which have the firm
support of those bodies. This opportunity would encourage active
thinking and involvement in all facets of the educational process by
local teachers, administrators, school boards, and taxpayers.,

The EDBANK would be instituted by an act of the Massachusetts
Legislature, and would be empowered to issue tax-free bonds, accept
public and private monies, enter into lease-rental agreements, administer
grants, and enter into other commitments consistent with the purpose
of the bank. A predetermined percentage of the debt-free service fee on
the loans would go into a reserve fund, thus creating, over a short period
of time, a self-generating capital reserve for financing worthy educational
projects, particularly those that emphasize collaboration among school
districts or educational institutions.

RECOMMENDATION SEVEN

THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION SHALI. CONSULT WITH

THE LEADERSHIP OF THE GENERAL COURT

THE SECRETARY OF TUDUCATIONAL AFFAIRS

THE BOARD OF HIGHER EDUCATION

THE MASSACHUSETTS ADVISORY COUNCIL ON EDUCATION,

o=

AND

5. THE INSTITUTE FOR EDUCATIONAL SERVICES
TO DEFINE AND PROPOSE AND THE GENERAL COURT
AND THE GOVERNOR SHOULD APPROVE LECISLATION
CREATING AN EDUCATIONAL BANK FOR PROMOTION OF
COLLABORATIVES.

The concept of EDBANK was developed for the Commission. The recommen-
dation is intended to lead to further exploration of the appropriate
uses cf an educational bank. After an initial state appropriation,
this bank would cxist by loaning start-up funds tou well-planned collabora-
tives. This loan approach would be unique in the nation, a chance for
a4 state to be paid back for helping to promote efficiency rather than
to be giving "gifts" to local school districts. Participation of higher
education representatives is critical to such planning sincc the existence
of truly effective school-college collaboratives is not at all consistent
across our state. A well-planned bank could help remedy this problem
and set the stage for additional interboard planning essential to facing
the enrollment and training problems of the future.

. .45
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The Commission has in hand a draft of legislation prepared on this
topic and available for MACE., However, it may need revision and refinement
on the basis of actions taken on previous recommendations. The decision-
making process on loans must be harmonized with whatever processes and
boards are created for regional decision-making.

Recommendation Eight

Collaboration itself needs allies. The educational bank is one
aspect of assistance to collaboration. The Commission, however, also
sensed the need for a center to study and foster public and private
collaboration. Further, it is important to harness the power of the talents
of the state college system in the interests of collaboration.

RECOMMENDATION EIGHT

THE BOARD OF HIGHER EDUCATION, THE BOARD OF STATE
COLLEGES, AND THE BOARD OF EDUCATION SHOULD JOIN
IN ESTABLISHING A COMMONWEALTH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE
CENTER AS PART OF OR LINKED TO AN EXISTING
MASSACHUSETTS STATE COLLEGE.

An ongoing mechanism 1is needed to initiate, support and appraise
collaboration, The possibilities of collaboration are virtually
unlimited, as are the forms of collaboration.

In particular it is appropriate to consider collaboration as a
way to assist in bringing about equality of educational opportunity.
Thus, a number of our older cities which have not developed collaboratives
to any extent might well use the assistance of the College Center to
further educational equality.

The educational bank concept in RECOMIENDATION SEVEN is meant to
link education and the banking and bonding world. This recommendation
is intended to link the geographically well-placed state colleges with
regional educational needs. Bolh of these new mechauisms are viewed
by the Commission as creative elements within its dynamic plau.

Our public colleges could benefit from the association since:

research and development will have greater impact if
it focuses on problems in the field,
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1,

2,

3.

3.

the problem of "petting into the school" to do research
may be approached,

variable test sites are provided for highly developed
programs,

field sites offer constant user feedback for research
and development.

lie purpose of the center should be:

To assess the collaborative and regional movement in the light
of state pLans for equality, quality and efficiency in
education,

To provide an ongoing flow of information and documentation
regarding the utility of various collaborative alternatives
which are relevant to educatiunal institutions at the primary
and secondary level, :

To establish pilot models of college community collaboration
with emphasis on the problems of the cities and surrounding
communities,

To provide documentatior regarding the utility of learning
alternatives which might lend themselves to adoption throughout
the state colleges and local school systeus,

To support the concurrent development of both SDE Regional
Education Centers and voluntary collaboratives through
resource~-sharing, '

Obviously, these several furposes themselves will require the College

Center

to join forces with others in fostering public and private

forms of collaboration. Above all, the State Department of Education and
its regional centers, should be closely linked with this endeavor.

Recommendation Nine

The recommendations in this report, in particular those ' advance
area-wide programs and coordination, will need leadership frow the
state's chief school officer.

RECGMMENDATION NTNE

THE SECRETARY OF EDUCATfONAL AFFAIkS, THE CHANCELLOR
OF HIGHER EDUCATION, AND THE COMMISSIONER OF HIGHER
EDUCATION SHOULD GIVE STRONG ATTENTION TO ENSURING
THAT CERTAIN ACTIONS OF LEADERSHIP AND COORDINATION
CONTINUE TO BE ADDRESSED AS RLGIONAL AIPROACHES ARE
PURSUED. 1:;»;
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Understanding and action must undergird the regional movement.
Because regionalism is so timely, for instance, state officials are
finding that regional and collaborative cfforts arc being explored by
school districts and others. At thie¢ sensitive and critical time
a wide range of efforts are required. These include:

1. gaining active support from legislative leaders, executive
offices, citizen groups, municipal leaders, educational
associations, and state boards for establishing regionalism
as a high priority deserving nonpartisan support.

2. requesting superintendents, school committees, principals,
teachers and other educational groups to restructure their
regional groups around regional education centers and educational
development units for maximum efficiency and communication
potential.

3. convincing state, and if necessary, federal officials that
regional boundaries should not be rigid lines across which
collaboratives do not occur. Just as numbers for consolidation
vary with function, collaborative boundaries must vary for
different purposes.

4, clarifying role and authority relationships in regional
educational centers and educational development units.
There have been problems with division and regional center
rclationships in the past. The combination of decentralization
and the introduction of regional governance could increase
these problems unless the matter is addressed very carefully
and very thoroughly.

5. developing a commnunication system among regional centers,
ESUs, and voluntary collaboratives. Information on success
and common problems must be shared and talent exchanged among
regions if collaboratives are to realize their full potential.

6. building a staff training program, one that emphasizes management
process and principles within a new organizational framework.

7. assuring a reward or motivation system for both individuals and
agencies, Much more attention needs to be given to rewarding
outstanding performance if individuals and organizations are
toe be properly motivated toward establishing useful collaboratives,
In this regard, the Commission endorses the concept of House 50
as it was proposed to the 1974 session of the general court as
a step in the right direction, This proposed legislation would
allow grants to approved collatoratives up to $10,000 per member
district, Now, of course, this legislation should be reviewed
in terms of whitever action is taken on educational service units
and on developing an educational bank,

\la 1is
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4. Vocational Education and Collaborative Approaches

We turn next to the four recommendations (RECOMMENDATIONS TFN, ELEVEN,
TWELVE and THIRTEEN) concerning vocational education. Public vocational
education, so important to a diverse educational system, has an awesome
challenge to undertake, especially since many today feel that career
programs should be offered co all students and that exposure to these
programs should begin in the elementary grades and continue into adulthood.

The Board of Education and the Commissioner have demonstrated their
concern with the significance and value of vocational programs. The Board
and the Commissioner have acted to raise career exploration and training
to a high priority in the Commonwealth. Innovative projects like
PROJECT CAREER (development of a data bank of occupation-forused learning
objectives and related instruciional data) and special products such as
the Departmental handbook on COLLABORATIVE PROGRAMS FOR OCCUPATIONAL
COMPETENCE provide our school districts with important resources.

There are serious problems in vocational education, however, including

regional vocational schools do not serve a significant percentage

of the total number os students enroled in occupational education,
Only 13,526 students or 9.77 of the approximately 140,000 grade

9-12 students enroled in occupational education programs in 1973=74
were attending regional focational schools. The overwhelming
majority of students interested in occupational training are serviced
by city and town school districts typically with limited vocational
facilities and programs.

urban population centers, and the disadvantaged and minority
groups clustered within these centers, do not receive their fair
share of the vocational dollar. Furthermore, many of the programs
available in urban centers focus upon domestic and clerical
training or present programs and use equipment of little relevance
in the 1970s.

while some students who are not enrolled in vocational schools
have access to special part-time programs in occupational
training, there is at lenst one group of students with very
limited access to vccupational training. That is, those students
in school districts below 10,000 in enrolment, which are members
of regional vocational districts. Many authorities agree that

a minimum of 600 vocational students in grades eleven and twelve
is necessary in order to operate an adequate program; with one
out of three high school students in occupational programs in

a thirteen-sralde district, this translates to the need for a total
district enrollment of 10,000, There are 106 districts whose
students face this problem,
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In short, we can conclude that our state programs in education may
be achieving some gzood results but with too few students and at a cost
that is probably too high to allow adequate expansion of service through
the primary action of building many more regional vocational schools
dedicated to the present grade 9-12 pattern,

Recommendation Ten

An alternative program which impressed the Commission members most
is the previously discussed California Regional Occupational Program
(ROP), which makes use of the community as a classroome. This 15 not a new
idea, Various work-study and apprentice programs already operational in
Massachusetts and elsewhlere in the nuation show success with this concept,
However, use of the community is not really a major part of the Massachusetts
delivery system for occupational education,

Closer to home, the Commission views the MAVA-Blue Hills occupational
program, described earlier, as showing promise, MAVA-Blue Hills is
developing programs in surrounding schools and by 1976 should have some

sizty percent of its reglonal high schoolers in some kind of occupational
program,

Given the needs of the state, isolated programs will not do the job,
An ROP system carries the prospect of quick installation and can contribute
to a state system badly in need of greater diversity,

RECOMMENDATION TEN

THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION SHOULD DEFINE AND PROPOSE
AND THE GENERAL COURT AND THE GOVERNOR SHOULD APPROVE
ANY LEGISLATION NEEDED TO FACTLTTATE THE ESTABLISHMENT
OF ALTERNATIVE SYSTEMS FOR DELIVERY OF OCCUPATIONAL
EDUCATION SERVICES INCLUDING VARIATIONS OF BOTH THEL
BLUE HILLS MODEL FROM MASSACHUSETTS AND THE REGIONAL
OCCUPATIONAL PROGRAM MODEL FROM CALIFORNIA (ROP).

We suggest under this recommendation that special attention be given
to ensuring that:

1. An ROP or any other service operating as a voluntary
collaborative has the right to assess costs directly to
participating districts as opposed to having one participating
district designated as fiscal agent as now provided in Section
4E of Chapter 40 of the General Laws.
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2. Establishment of an RUP is subject to Department approval
on the basis of an analytic process outlined in RECOMMENDATION
ELEVEN.

3. State recommendations allow the use of nonschool employces
in ROP instruction programs supervised by certified educators.

4. An ROP or any other service operating as a voluntary collaborative
has the right to enter into contracts receiving or giving
services to private and other puhlic agencies and individuals.
This is critical in terms of private sector cooperation needed
for ROP operation and in terms of realizing the potential for
cooperation with established vocational schools and community
colleges.

5. Yo legal barriers or regulations exist to prevent an RCP from
contracting students from one high school into a service that
can be provided in another high school.

6. ROPs and their participating high schools may provide transportation
to students for travel to and from ROP learning activities.
Success is likely to be based upon the appropriate location of
ROPs.

Recommendation Eleven

As a consequence of RECOMMENDATION TEN resources nust be found to
develop alternative occupational systems. The present systems are too
limited in terms of the options provided., RECOMMENDATION ELEVEN is
intended to assist in this regard.

RECOMMENDATION ELEVEN

THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION SHOULD CONTINUE TO USE

STATE AND FEDERAL FUNDS AND NEGOTTATIONS WITH DISTRICTS
REQUESTING THESE FUNDS TO PROMOTE EXPANSION OF ALTERNATIVE
SYSTEMS FOR DELIVERY OF QCCUPATIONAL LDUCATION IN
MASSACHUSET1S.

As the Board directs over one million dollars per ycar into occupational
program development, attention to model building can be emphasized. The
ideal action would be te have one ROP located in Weetern Massachusetts and
another in Eastern Massachusetts for the convenience of viewing by citizens
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and educators in cach of these locations. Committed and aggressive
leadership from the Division of Occupational Education could provide the
ROP alternative with the visibility it deserves. The very act of
establishing models could help to identify important elements to be
addressed in legislation reflected in KECOIMLNDATION NINE necded to move
from the model stage to more extensive practice.

Such models should be established around the state to be viewed by
all those with an interest in career education. The several models
described in this report, including the ROPs developed elsewhere and the
MAVA-Blue llills model could serve to show what is possible on a regional
basis.

Recommendation Twelve

The need for assisting students interested in occupational evaluation
is sreat. At the same time, efforts are necessary to integrate vocational
education and general education.

RECOMMENDATION TWELVE

THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION IN CONSULTATION WITH THE

BUARD OF HIGHER EDUCATION AND THE BOARD OF REGIONAL

COMMUNITY COLLEGES SHOULD ACT AT ONCE TO ESTABLISH AN
OCCUPATIONAL EDUCATION TASK FORCE IN EACH REGIONAL

EDUCATION CENTER. THE TASK FORCE IN EACH REGION SHOULD

BE CHARGED WITH REPORTING ON THE AVAILABILITY OF OCCUPATIONAL
SERVICE ACRNSS THE REGION AND, WHERE APPRWXOPRIATE, WITH
DEFINING RECOMMENDATIONS FOR INCREASING TilE LEVEL AND/OR

THE EFFICIENCY OF THAT SERVICE,

The work of such a task force should be coordinated with the evaluation-
and-assistance system described under RECOMMENDATION ONE. The work should
begin on the foundation of information already available from the Division
of Occupational Education but should be expanded to include information
from student and citizen advisory councils and professional associatiouns
in the region. The SpringfiecldRegional Education Center during its
period of work with the Commission has provided a model for communication
among these groups in addressing the topic of guidance services. At the
very least, such a task force should include the coordinator of the
regional centery a staff member of the Division of Occupational Education,
representatives of the advisory councils, school committee and professional
assoclations already working with the regional education center; directors
of one or two regional vocational schools; business leaders and
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representat fves.of any community colleges in the area. The Commissioner
and State Board could then work with other agencies to supply each

task force with {nformation from state and national sources and could

act on all requests for approvals of proposals for new vocational schools,
ROPs, etc., in lipht of analyses and recoumendations from the repional
task forces. Thls cvordination process would give the Department of
Education representatives more information for participating in program
approval discussions at the higher education level,

The Commission advises that post-secondary vocational-technical programs
be the province of two-year community colleges. Such courses should, as
necessary, he offered in regional vocational-technical schools but should
not be financed at that level.

Recommendation Thirteen

A final recommendation concerning vocational education relates to
developing exploratory programs at least in middle schools and in secondary
schools.,

RECOMMENDATION THIRTEEN

THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATTON AND THE COMMISSTONER SHOULD
HAVE THE DIVISION OF OCCUPATIONAL EDUCATION CONTINUE
ENCOURAGING MIDDLE SCHOOLS AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS THROUGH

THE 10TH LEVEL TO INITIATE OR EXPAND MORE EFFECTIVE

CAREER EXPLORATTON AND PRE=-VOCATIONAL PROGRAMS. IN ADDITION,
THE DIVISION SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO GIVE EQUAL PRIORITY TO
WORKING WITH VOCATIONAL SCHOOLS TO DEVELOP A STATEWIDE PLAN
FOR

(1) EXPANDING THEIR CAPACITY TO SERVE STUDENTS ON LEVELS
11 AND 12 AND

(2) ESTABLISHING THEIR ROLE AS REGIONAL RESOURCE CENTERS
FOR OCCUPATIONAL OR CAREER-ORIENTED PROGRAMS.

Secondary schools continue to need more state assistance in developing
such programs as: ‘

A. Community work experiences.
B. Use of community resource people, certified or not.

C. School-industry personnel exchange progrars.

Q 1‘13




131

D. Occupat lonal survey and decision-making activities for
students.

E. Simulated work experiences, especially in business management
and office operations,

F. Student exchange between schools with different vocational or
prevocational opportunitics,

Movement of more department personnel into regsional offices places
specialists closer to sclwol districts and to business and industrial
leaders interested in assisting school programs, BDeginning with the 1974=
75 school year, emphasis should be placed on developing the potential
created by decentralization, The Business Management Task Force volunteers
who have been working with. the Bureau of School BDusiness Management are
coordinating with regional education centers, department administrators,
and educational organization leaders to support this endeavor,

A plan for expansion of vocational school service to students in grades
eleven and twelve might involve state-assisted but voluntary reduction of
service to students on lower levels as academic or comprehensive schools
develop a greater capacitv for vocational service although the Commission
does not recommend an arbitrary and complete focus on any grade level cut-
off point., It might also involve greatly expanded admission and outreach
programs for students not now served adequately by vocational schools.

If institutions of higher education develop the needed outreach service
area planning capacities recommended in the 1973 Advisory Council on
Education report entitled Strengthening the Altermative Postsecondary

Education System: Continuing and Part-Time Study in Massachusetts, outreach
programs for vocaticnal schools could be coordinated with these post-
secondary capacities to provide a long-term spectrum of educational
opportunity and assistance to citizens not interested in college degree
programs.

Finally, programs of service to students not in vocational schools
could be greatly improved if regional, county, and city vocational schools
were structured to allow more use of the talents of their staff members in
non-vocaticnal school districts. For example, federal funds are now avail-
able for each of the fourteen operating vocational regional schools to
employ a staff person to support local school districts in the planning of
cross-articulated curriculum programs, This is a direction that should be
expanded and implemented in all vocational schools to extend their influence
and support beyond their own walls.

In making these recommendations, our Commission faced a major problem.
The Department of Educaiion in general and the Division of Occupational
Education in particular donot have all of the resources needed to stimulate
and adequately support the major actions necessary in individual communities
and regions. 1f equality of opportunity i¢ going to become a reality
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in the area of career exploration and occuputional competence, citizen
legislative, executive and educational leaders must focus their efforts

as they have done so admirably in tie arca of special education. Without
such a focus, inequality of opportunity will remain a major characteristic
of vocational education in Massachusctts. The Secretary of Educational
Affairs can be especially holpful in this regard. By acting as a primary
advocate for the dircections described in this report, the Secretary can help
to gain nceded resources and legislation for the Department. 1In doing this,
the process of reorganization and regionalization can be advanced for

one major and highly visible purpose -- providing more effective and
efficient educational service to all of the citizens of the Commonwealth.

5. Citizen Involvement; Minority and Urban Issues

Recommendation Fourteen

We began this report with a recegnition that involvement generates
commitment., Examples of inadequate participation are all too common in
public education -- citizens opposing educational programs based on plans
formulated without their invulvement. We can also view the phenomenon
of specific citizens or citizen groups approaching educational leaders
in 3 way that creates problems and generates defensiveness. It is in the
best interests of everyone to have strong forces working to al’eviate
both of these problems.

Four simple standards common to constructive group processes can be
used in citizen-school interaction are advised by our Commission.

1. The roles and powers of participants in decision-making are
clearly defined in advance of implementation of the decision-
making process. Very few state agencies and school districts
have roles adequately clarified before people focus on
issues requiring major decisions. Then, when controversial
issues do develop, conflict and confrontation become more
cemmon than participatory decision-making.

2. Adequate resources and information are made available to participants
in the decision-making process, Local citizens and their
school districts do not now have a convenient and rapid way of
gaining information on educational research and current practice.
While there are exceptions dependent upon periodic publications
by the Department of Education and other agencies, many local
and state groups spend their ‘time gathering information already
gathered by someone else.

3. The viewpoints and information are made available to participants
in the decision-making process. Relevant participants are those
who will be affected by a decision, For public schools, this
certainly means that representives of many minority groups
not commonly elected to scheol committees should be consulted by
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those who are elected. This is a matter of ethical obligation
which has been ignored in the past but which cannot be ignored

in the future. Our educational system has fortunately succecded
in helping to prepare a public to be intolerant of inattention
to this obligation.

4. Someone acts as a moderator and harmonizer to promnte a focuseu
and constructive decision-making process. Moderators and
harmonizers are in short supply when one considers the plethora
of issues and coma‘ttees generated in modern society. In the
absence of the moderators and the presence of increcasingly
critical fiscal and social problems, school systems all too often
are becoming battlegrounds between sides of various issues rather
than places where people from all persuasions come together to
act together for their children.

To promote more extensive implementation of constructive standards
for citizen participation, the Commission offers the following recommenda-
tion:

RECOMMENDATION FOURTEEN

THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION SHOULD ENSURE THAT THE BOSTON,
WORCESTER, AND SPRINGFIELD RECLONAL EDUCATION CENTERS

AND/OR ASSOCIATED CITIZEN RESOURCE CENTERS ARE RFADILY
ACCESSIBLE TO URBAN RESIDENTS. THE BOARD SHOULD ALSO

PROPOSE LEGISLATION THAT WOULL CREATE A STUDY COMMISSION

TO DETERMINE THE VALUE AND FEASIBILITY OF RELOCATING

CENTRAL OFFICES OF THE DEPARTMENT AND OTHER STATE EDUCATIONAL
AGENCIES.

One of the first requirements for helping citizens to be more con-
structive and more successful in approaching school districts is to be
readily accessible to said citizens. Inner city residents who often need
the most help in gaining accessibility are not well served by prescat
locations of the three regional educational centers listed. An in-city
location with adequate parking and access to major highways would be
nearly as convenient as present locations to nonurban districts and
much more convenient to urban residents.

In relation to central offices of the Department, top Department
leaders and nondecentralized scervices of the Department should be made
more accessible to schocl district representatives and citizens from the
entire state. An education center near the junction of Interstate Routes 90
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and 495 might gain such accessibility. A study of this possibility should
consider advantages, disadvantages, and cost effectiveness.

Recommendat fon Fiftoeen

While not a matter the Commission studied directly, the lack of a
comprehensive information system for use in making planning decisions and
for informing citizens about educational issues greatly concerned the
Commission. The need for Massachusetts to develop an educatioral informa-

tion system has been apparent for some years and is the topic of other
reports.

RECOMMENDATION FIFTEEN

THE SECRETARY OF EDUCATIONAI. AFFAIRS SHOULD REQUEST
STATE BOARDS AND OFFICES OF EDUCATION ON ALL LEVELS

TO JOTN HIM IN ESTABLISHING A PLANNING PROCESS AND
SCHEDULE FOR DEVELOPING OF A STATEWIDE INFORMATION
MANAGEMENT SYSTEM FOR EDUCATION., THE PLANNING SHOULD
EMPHASIZE COORDINATED COLLECTION OF USEFUL INFORMATION
AND MAKING IT AVAILABLE TO LEGISLATORS, MINORITY
GROUPS, OTHER CITTZENS, AND LOCAL SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES
RATHER THAN SIMPLY SERVING PLANNING NEEDS OF THE STATE
BOARDS AND OFFICES.

Services of regional education centers to c’'izens and school-college
collaboratives will be greatly strengthened by the development of such a
coordinated information system. Taxpayers cannot afford the luxury of
separate boards and offices followed by after-the-fact attention to possible

savings anu efficiencies that could be realized from cooperative planning
and development.

Recommendatinn Sixteen

The Commission found reason to be dceply concerned about the treatment
given minority groups. Many federally funded educational programs seem
to pass by minority groups. Vocational education stands as one example.
A recent controversial report on Boston found children of school age
not in school and few officials greatly concerned. Often educational
programs, especially at the federal level, that are launched for
minoritics are well publicized but only modestly funded,
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Appointment of a minority person to a high level position in the
Department of Fducation would at the very least create an avareness

and checkpoint on minority needs when scarce state and federal resources
are allocated.

1f all of the problems of unequal opportunity that could be identified
through the statewide evaluation system proposed earlier and all of the
legitimate concerns of minority citizens are going to be addressed properly,
at least one top administrator must be responsible for devoting all of his
or her time and energy to this area. This person should be:

a. A member of a minority group.

b. Assisted by a minority concerns task force appointed by the
Board of Education. '

c. Supported by the director and staff of the Bureau of Equal
Educational Opportunity.

d. Charged with developing plans for expanding Department action
in the areas of:

providing assistance to citizens on questions of equal
opportunity. :

providing public information on racial imbalance,
particularly in relation to Boston and Springfield.

reviewing all division programs for attention to
minority and equalization concerns.

evaluating metropolitan planning projects.

promoting legislation-on equalization and minority
concerns.

encouraging appointment of minority representatives
to state boards and committees.

The Commission advises that these measures be done in a coordinated manner
to avoid the fragmenting impact of giving attention to equalization and
minority concerns on a plecemeal basis, one project or statute at a time.

.Acknowledging that several recommendations from the minority committee
report are not included (the Commission has received about ten recommenda-
tions from a varilety of sources for each one that it decided to endorse
and present), the Commission endorses the several ensuing points made by
that committee.
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The Committee on Minority Concerns stipulated that any compre-
hensive plan *  » school district organization, collaboration and state
assistance s ¢rry expected outcomes for minorities. From the
minority per  -:ctive, streagthening school districts requires, at a
minimum, the following objectives (quoted from the Committee report):

a. Redistribution of financial resources to lessen the
discrepancies in education quality between school districts.
Redefinition of what constitutes "resources," (e.g., new
appropriations) especially in areas where the property tax
is currently the primary source for financing schools.

b. Serious reform in the operation of the schools with more
responsiveness to parent and citizen participation.
In the urban school districts where there are large
percentages of minority students, a profound increase
in minority participation in the operation of the schools.

¢. Maximization of class and racial desegregation of students;
and descgregation of school persomnel in school systems
throughout the state.

d. Technical Assistance to Massachusetts Black Caucus -- Staff
at the State Department should provide technical assistance
to the Massachusetts Black Caucus regarding existing legisla-

-tion and the feasibility and desirability of proposed
legislation sponsored by the Caucus relative to improvement
of school districts. For example, there is an immediate
need for legislation which would require intergroup relations
training as an administrator in Massachusetts public schools,
kindergarten through twelfth grade.

e. Cooperation with Massachusetts Center for Political Studies =--
The Massachusetts Center for Political Studies is a newly-
established research and information center which will serve
black elected officials throughout the Commonwealth.

The research on needed tax reform, school committee elections, school
district organization and other education issues affecting minorities
in the Commonwealth to be generated by the Center might also serve the
state in its efforts to improve education for minority children. In
turn, the state might provide data and information which can facilitate
the Center's research and information dissemination gocals.
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RECOMMELDATTON SIXTEEN

THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION SHOULD PROPOSE AND THE
GENERAL COURT AND THE GOVERNOR SHOULD APPROVE THE
APPOINTMENT OF A DEPULY LEVEL ADMINISTRATOR FOR
MINORITY CONCERNS AND EQUAL EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY

Recommendation Seventeen

As obvious as the need for an information system to serve education
and its-clients, is the need to find ways of assisting school committee
members in performing their difficult functions. We have quoted Dr,
Paul Cook's governance study for MACE using it to demonstrate the
difficulties of trying to be an effective school committee person in the
1970's:

Such a system should emphasize an increase in the content and
regional availability of management information programs for both
prospective and current school committee members and their superintendents.
The information prcgrams should remain under the control of School
Committee Association leaders but should be supported by extensive
efforts of the Department of Education, the Advisory Council on Education;
the Massachusetts Association of School Superintendents, and perhaps one
or more institutions of higher education. Most important, the evaluation-
and-assistance system described earlier in this report should be utilized
to encourage maximum participation in the program by both school committee
members and superintendents. DManaging school programs to achieve more
equalization of educational opportunity will require directors who have
been given the assistance and information needed to pursue that purpose.

We would hope that in the programs established for school committees
time could be set aside to discuss the characteristics of good schools as
we outlined this topic in Part II of this report.

RECOMMENDATION SEVENTEEN

THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION AND ITS COMMISSIONER SHOULD
ACT IMMEDIATELY TO SUPPORT THE EFFORTS OF THE MASSACHUSETTS
ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL COMMITTEES IN DESIGNING AND IMPLE-~
MENTING A GREATLY EXPANDED ASSISTANCE PROGRAM FOR SCHOOL
COMMITTEE MEMBLRS.
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Recommendation Eighteen

The Commission s staff worked closely with three citizen centers
that developed reports for use by the Commission., As we've indicated
before, the materials are available in the MACE office. At a time of so
great an interest in education on the part of many individuals and
greups, it makes critical the development of effective machinery for
citizen participation in education.

The value of such centers, especially in urban locations once
regional centers have beea relocated, is demonstrated by the public
information services being provided to Boston citizens by the City-Wide
Educational Coalition and in Worcester area by Central Massachusetts
Citizens Involved in Education. This organization of citizens provides
a focal point responsive to citizens without limitations imposed by
bureaucratic or political perspectives. Citizen control of such centers
is important. Therefore regional education centers should serve as
cooperating hosts but not controlling agercies for citizens resource
centers. On the basis of experience with existing centers, the Commission
can offer detailed suggestions for the creation of additional citizen
centers. In this summary report, we simply list the general suggestions
that:

Citizen centers should be established at the rate of one
per year beginning with urban locations.

The citizen centers should be operated by private, nonprofit
organizations with an adjunct relationship to the Department
of Education,

At least half of an annual budget of $15,000 to $20,000 per
citizen center should come from private sources; the remainder
should be contributed by the Department along with space,
office furniture, and supportive services.

One or more existing centers can be used as consultants for
coordinating the development of a statewide network of ci+izen
centers. Approximately $2,500 would be needed to support
activities for creating one citizen center.

Until citizen resource centers are established in each regional
education center, regional center personnel should continue to utilize
Depariment resources and Advisory Council on Education publications to
provide citizens with as much nonpartisan assistance as can be arranged.

RECOMMENDATION FIGHTFEN

THE BOARD OF EDUCATTON SHOULD SUPPORT THE ESTABLISHMENT
OF A CITIZEN RESOURCE CENTER IN ASSOCIATION WITH EACH
REGIONAL EDUCATION CENTER.

P 3
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Recommendat ion Ninet cen

The Commissior's concern with urban matters was not matched with
the time and resources to analyze the problems of our urban areas.
Yet the Commission has considered all of its recommendations in the light
of their impact on urban areas. Clearly, if these recommendations are
implemented in the substance and spirit intended by the Commission, urban
education will be considerably improved and educational equality will be
realized in a number of significant ways.

RECOMMENDATION NINETEEN

THE BOARD OF EDUCATION SHOULD PROVIDE THE PUBLIC WITH

A DETAILED ANALYSIS OF DECENTRALIZATION PLANS FOR THE
BOSTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN OCTOBER OF 1974. THIS

ANALYSIS SHOULD BE BASED ON A COMPARISON WITH THE

1970 REPORT ENTITLED ORGANIZING AN URBAN SCHOOL SYSTEM
FOR DIVERSITY -~ A STUDY OF THE BPOSTON SCHOOL DEPARTMENT.

Research studies cited earlier suggest 50,000 students as a maximum
limit for school district size. This is a problem that should be addressed
as directly as the problems of inadequate size in smaller districts.

It is very doubtful that meaningful citizen participation can be arranged
until and unless Doston's school governance units are brought closer to
the citizens they serve. This could be accomplished in one of several
ways: creacion of neighborhood boards as implemented in Louisville,
Kentucky; adoption of one of the alternative governance plans to be )
considered by Boston voters in the near future; or adoption of a plan not
yet proposed. The Commission believes that the citizens of Boston
deserve the assistance of public analysis and recommendation= from the
Department before making their final choice in November of 1.'74 or there-
after. Department experience in analyzing school district organizational
experiences across our state coupled with such outside consultant help

as the department judges appropriate for this case would constitute a
source nf information that should not be neglected prior to any reorganiza-
tion of the largest school district in the Commonweatlh.

Recommendation Twenty

For the last year the federally funded Metropolitan Planning Project
has been working with the schools systems surrounding Boston, Although
it has not always been without troubled moments, the project's activities
and proposals merit careful attention. The projcct gave support funding
to a number of different activities and produced an excellent data bank
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for educational use, It 1s unfortunate that the Metropolitan Planning
Project cannot continue on at an appropriate level of funding.

RECOMMENDATION TWENTY

THE BOARD OF EDUCATION SHOULD PROVIDE A STAFF UNIT IN

THE BOSTON REGIONAL EDUCATION CENTER TO PLAN, ENCOURAGE,
AND ADMINISTRATE LMPLEMENTAT1ON OF AT LEAST TWO MODEL
RECOMMENDATIONS FKROM THF METROPOLITAN PLANNING PROJECT --
A PATHWAYS MODEL FOR SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENTS AND A
PAIRVAYS MODEL FOR ELEMENTARY STUDENTS. THE GENERAL
COURT AND 1HME GOVERNOR SHOULD ACT TO PROVIDE FUNDS FOR
IMPLEMENTATION OF BOTH THE STAFF UNIT AND THE SUBSLQUENT
IMPLEMENTATION OF MODELS.

The staff unit could be an early implementation of the ESU concept
or a temporary unit that would eventually be replaced by an ESU. In any
event, its basic task would be to utilize the planning reults from the
Metropolitan Planning Project to promote collaboration among the districts
and citizens in the Metropolitan area. '

In the Pathways model, seccondary students from urban arnd suburban
schools would meet together in carefully selected sites along a transporta-
tion path like the Green Line subway to share special learning and/or
bilingual experiences., In the Pairways model, two suburban elementary
schools and one urban elementary schoel would join to form a "neighborhood"
within which learning experiences would be shared. These models provide
a possibility for expanlded cooperation between urban and suburban citizens
in a way that would eurich the lives of all participating students.

Results in the Boston arca could be shared through regional education
centers, citizen resource centers, and eventually a statewide information
management system to serve as a stimulus to similar developments

elsewhere. While we have not attempted to explain all the details of

these models here, those details and associated recommendations are available
in the final report of the Metropolitan Planning Project. It would be a
tragedy and disservice to the citizens of Massachusetts if the potential
defined by this project were neglected,

6. Reforming Educational Finance

- ———

Recommendations Twenty-One and Twenty-Two

Concurrent with the work of the Commission on School District
Organization and Collaboration, the Massachusetts Advisory Council on
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Education has been sponsoring a review of the state program for financial
aid' to schools. Study director John E. Heffley has provided the
Commission with an interim report on this review, a report based upon
extensive study of natifonal and state realities and initial questionnaire
returns from 141 respondents (municipal officials, school superintendents,
and members of the state legislature). This interim report reinforces
our belief in two final recommendations.

RECOMMENDATION TWENTY-ONE

ALL FUTURE ATTEMPTS AT SCHOOL AID REFORM SHOULD BE PURGUED
WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF ORGANIZATIONAL REFORM FOR EQUALIZA-
TION OF EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY.

RECOMMENDATION TWENTY-TWO

ALL FUTURE ATTEMPTS AT SCHOOL AID REFORM SHOULD BE PURSUED

IN RELATION TO THE TOTAL MUNICIPAL - STATE FINANCING PICTURE,
NOT AS AN ACT1ON FOCUSED SOLELY ON EDUCATIONAL SERVICE
INTERESTS.

Our twenty-two recommendations center on leadership from the Board of
Education. Leadership is the major thrust of this report and not large
sums of money. Since the recommendations were arrived at with representatives
of the Board as members of our Commission and since there were many
discussions of our draft papers and reports with diverse groups, it is
our hope that action on these recommendations will be swift and of couse-
quence.

The special kind of leadership required is one that will unite
people in focusing on the challenges reflected in our recommendations.
The Board is a natural agent for such an undertaking. We on the Commis-
sion will support the Board in mustering the forces that can cause
change and advance our common aims,

The Board would not begin at a standstill and the Board would not be
alone. Much 1s now in motion that shows relationship between these
recommendations and Board action. The Commission found many allies veady
to assist the Board and various localities, in working toward the substance
of our report.
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The funding rvequirements of these twventy-two recommendations
were considerably less than one million dollars annually: about fifteen
cents a person. Most of the recommendations will require little more

than a shifting of currently available resources. (See Appendix O
for cost analysis,)

Will we provide the leadership, make chose partnerships, find the

funds, and act on the challenge -~ and the promise -- of this report?
The challenge is to you.
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APPENDIX A
f——— 8]

September 28, 1971

A COMMTSSTON TO ESTABLISH A COMPRENENSIVE PLAN
OR_SCHOOL DISIRICT ORGANIZALTLON AND COLLABORATION

The Charge to the Commission

I. Status and Objectives

Evidence, from a variety of sources, indicates that educational
opportunities for youngsters in our state are grossly unequal and that
organizations of school districts has reinforced that inequality. Other
states have moved far more dramatically and effectively on school
district consolidation and collaboration. 1In 1968 the State Board
of Education published a policy statement, Quality Education through
School District Orpanization recognizing the problem and directed to
the issue of a minimum size school district. The problems created by
school districting have been cited in a number of Advisory Council studies
including the Report of the Buiness Task Force for School Management. A more
recent study by the Council, Organizing for a Child's Learning Experience,
related directly to school districting and recommended among other things
that a Commission be established to develop a specific comprehensive plan
of school district consoidation and collaboration.

In March 1971 a special committee was formed to consider the dis-
tricting report which led, after approval by the Council and the State
Board of Education, to the development of this charge.

The Commission must realize that we still do not know what system
or combination of systems is right for Massachusetts, or even whether
any improvement in the present system is possible. The people of the
Commonwealth are entitled to an answer to this question. Moreover, their
sense of the financial burden of education is causing them to insist
that it be answered. They have every right to expect the best value for
the large expenditures that are being made.

School district consolidation has indeed proceeded apace elsewhere.
From over 127,000 school districts in the United States in 1932 the
number was reduced to approximately 20,000 in 1969. Massachusetts, with
382 basic administrative units for a total population of 5.4 million, is
far behind the national trend toward school district consolidation. Of
states with roughly comparable population sizes, Florida, for 6.1 million
residents, has 67 basic administration units, North Carolina with 5.1
million has 160 units. Virginia wi:h 4.6 million has 132 units. Thirty-
one of the 50 stat2s have acted to cut down the administrative units in
which schools are organized. Not all problems have been solved in these
31 states by consolidation: indeed, some new problems have been raised by
consolidation. Thus, the Commission must seek answers suited to Massachusetts,

156




144

In spite of inadequate statutory power and slender appropriations,
Massachusetts has made progress in unifying smail, sparsely-settled school
districts. Yet in 1970 the state still had over 100 school districts, of
various organizational patterns, with fewer than 600 pupils.

A second national trend, toward school district collaboration, is
less easy to tabulate and define. Today, virtually every state has
collaborative programs of one kind or another among its school districts.
Fostered largely by federal funds, Massachusetts has developed several
education collaboratives and is encouraging others. This work, however,
which has only begun, follows no systematic plan in Massachusetts and has
the uncertain future of other federally funded programs.

Until now the state has not viewed both consolidation and collaboration
as aspects of school district reorganization. The separation of consolida-
tion from collaboration has reduced the options offered communities.

Once the Commission becomes knowledgeable about acceptance options
and the available resources it should, in a systematic and organized way,
begin listening to the concerns and aspirations of citizens. Local
participation and a large measure of local control are traditional to
Massachusetts education. This is demonstrated by our citizens, who con-
tinue to question both the validity and relevance of education decisions
from which they feel excluded.

Massachusetts has been relatively slow to change. But it now has
an opportunity to consider the effectiveness of organizational structures
in use clsewhere. These cover a wide range -=- including mandating enlarged
districts, intermediate school service orpanizations, cooperative ventures
between school districts to provide special services, contracting with
private firms and massive use of volunteer services from within the community.
Consideration should be given to saviags available in pooled purchasing
arrangements, coordination of transportation, improved forecasting and
planning and more timely and efficient building construction and maintenance.
Through savings in these areas, part of the cost for improved educational
programs will be provided.

Fully comprehensive school systems, financially able to provide needed
education to all students, should be a major consideration of the Commission,
as well as questions concerning what constitutes viable independent local
control. Since communities in the Commonwealth run from sparsely populated
rural areas to densely populated cities, from suburban prosperity to urban
ghetto, uniform patt~rns and standardized apvroaches are not likely to
produce the best results for all students.

Local task forces should be established to consider local problems and
area meetings should deal with both area problems and possibilities. The
views of these sometimes diverse groups must be considered in light of what
is best for the Commonwealth as a whole. Care must be taken to insure
that proposed changes do not isolate communities from their neighbors, leaving
them unable to secure the bencfits of improved organization.
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Collaborative activities of so many persons and groups requires much
in the way of prepared orpanization, discussions and conferences at all
levels, and large expenditures of monev and manpower. Two years of
intensive effort will be none too many. 1In particular, thorough commit-
ment will be required from the individual members of the state's Educational
Boards, the Department of Education and lcaders in both the Legislature
and local government.

Exhortations, even mandates from educational officials, however well
informed or intentioned, will be of no effect unless the necessary climate
of public opinion is created. Significant changes in the organization of
our education system will only take place if decisions can be taken which
communities and individual citizens sense to be their own. There are no
easy solutions and no short cuts.

Readers of this charge should realize that this study will not be
free of the limitations of time, funding and the state of the knowledge.
Not every community can be visited and no simple formulae will be able to
make the work of the commission simple and easy. The Commission must
proceed, however, persuaded that ahove all the focus of this enterprise is
the student and the educational system that enrolls him.

The general nature of the Commission's task is reform. Inasmuch as
possible, the Commission should propose and seek action upon its own
reform measures during the life of study.

II. The Charge

The Commission is specifically charged:

1. To prepare and recommend a comprehensive plan for school district
organization, collaboration, cooperation and state assistance. The plan
should help to assure the availability, to all children and youth, in
accordance with their individual capacities and needs, educational programs,
services and facilities specified by the Board of Fducation and in accordance
with standards of equitable, efficient and economic quality education.

Full consideration should be given in the plan to school district
coilaboration which delivers or makes available in and among school districts
adequate specialized programs, wore efficient and effective cervices and,
upon need, performs or arranges for joint activities intended to improve
educational quality and diversity. Present collaboratives should be
encouraged and their experiences utilized in encouraging the development of
other collaboratives throughout the state.

2. 710 review the present status of school district organization and
delivery of educational services in the Commonwealth with particular attean-
tion to the legislative authority of the Board of Education to achieve
improvement in school district organization. Furthermore to review iapending
lepislation regarding the functicn of the counties, particularly as it might .
relate to the organication of education.
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3. To assure that the process of developing the plan includes
extensive participation of citizens from the communities of all sizes
and locations in the Commonwealth in such a manner as to present to them
a variety of alternatives to achieve satisfactory and economical educa-
tional programs and to elicit from them their preferences and ideas for
possible new approaches to school districting.

4. To recommend the necessary processes and resources for assuring
the implementation of the provisions of the plan. These processes should
involve all relevant local and state agencies and the preparation of legis-
lation which will foster voluntary arrangements for a set period of years
and ultimately require that all school systems should be of sufficient
size and appropriate relationships to assure the aims of the plan. 1In
particular, the legislation should give to the Board of Education the
resources and machinery it requires to assist the school systems in their
efforts at school district consolidation and collaboration and to furnish
them the services which will assure eventual implementation of the plan
for all children. Such a legislative program should place strong emphasis
on financial and other incentives and services which will assure the fullest
voluntary adoption of the plan.

5. To give careful consideration to ways and means of bringing urban
and suburban children and youth together for common education experiences.

6. To give careful consideration in its plans and deliberations to
the following definition of the Learner - Serving School District Organiza-
tion for Massachusetts:

Those arrangements made that help bring about equality of educa-
tional opportunity and quality education, as stated by the State
Board of Education, by grouping programs and services to allow

the learner access to adequate, diverse educational progrums and
foster the development of sensible comprehensive managerial systems.

Such arrangements include but are not limited to school district
consolidation and school district collaboration based upon cohesive
kindergarten through twelfth grade programs with the following
general characteristics:

A. Comprehensive educational programs in such areas as vocational
education, special education and guidance.

B. Twelve-month and "after hours" sciwul prugram offerings at all
levels as necessary.

C. Community involvement in school matters.

D. School house construction and learning center development
consistent with effective patterns of school districting arrangements.

E. Adequate in-service programs for teachers and staff.

F. The regional development of educational resources to be used by
students, teachers and other community nembers.
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7. To encourage during the course of its work and as the Commission
deems appropriate, activitics designed to develop school district consolida-
tion and collaboration.

8. To make progress reports as requested by the CGovernor, the Advisory
Council and the Board of Education,

9. To seek wide support for its objectives and activities and seek
additional resources from any appropriate source.

10. To prepare at the end of its deliberations for wide distribution
a final report including its analyses, plans and recommendations and such
summaries and other materials as is appropriate.

11. The Commission is furthermore charged to recommend to the Advisory
Council a study director and staff and a contracting agency. (The staff
of the Advisory Council will assist it in these efforts.) The Commission
and its staff shall prepare and submit to the Council a detailed plan for
its investigations and a budget to support them. While it is the legal
responsibility of the Council to approve the director and the substance of
he contract, it will do this in full collaboration with the Board of
Education,

One final point. Upon completion of the responsibilities given, it is
hoped that the members of the Commission will continue their individual
and collective commitment to realize their recommendations. To this end,
should the Governor and the Board of Education so request, the Commission
should continue to serve in an advisory capacity to the Board, similar to
that of the Advisory Commission on Occupational Education, until such time
as the Board should dissolve it.
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APPFNDIX B

September 10, 1973 Governor's Commission on School Distr

5.

9.

Organization and Collaboration

GUIDELINES FOR STUDY-SITE PROPQSALS

Grants will be awarded ordinarily to capitalize on work already
accomplished or underway with other funding. Commission funds
are not adequate to support initial development projects.

Demonstrated success, or at least a high potential for demonstrating
successful practice, will be a critical factor in selecting sites.

Relevancy to Commission concerns on district organization and
collaboration is necessary.

Specific products (recommendations, models, etc.) must be proposed,
products capable of adaptation and duplication across
the state in a relatively open-ended manner.

Selected study sites must accept responsibility for:

a. Remaining in contact with the entire Commission
project through monthly or bimonthly meetings,
at whicl. progress reports will be due f£rom each

ite,

b. Production of a final report on or before April 1,
1974, at the latest.

Citizen and/or client involvement will be considered a high positive
factor in awarding grants.

Proposals should be very oriented on reality, defining the pro-
poser's accomplishments and judgment of feasible outcomes in the
most frank mauner.

Proposals should indicate how grant funds will be used.

Funds may be expended only after activities are approved by the
Ad Hoc Coordinating Center.

10. Other:
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APPENDIX C

STUDY SITES

AGENCY AND ADDRESS

DESCRIPTION OF ACTIVITY

1, Bureas of School District STATEWIDE PLAN FOR FORMATION OF
Reuvrganization and REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS IN
Collaboration MASSACHUSETTS

Dr. Peter Murphy
Mr., Edward Wilcox
2., Merrimack Educational Center MODELS FOR EDUCATIONAL COOPERATIVES
Dr. Richard Lavin INCLUDING SCHOOL-COLLEGE COLLABORATION
FOR STAFF TRAINING

3. Central Massachusetts Citizens A CITIZEN RESOURCE CENTER

Involved in Education
Dr. Richard Boardman
4, Springfield Regional Educational ROLE OF THE REGIONAL CENTER IN
Center PRCGMOTING COOPERATIVE EFFORTS
Mr. Edward Sheldon
Mr. Peter Demers
5. The Education Cooperative COST-EFFECTIVE TRANSPORTATION OF
Mr. Walter Patterson SPECIAL STUDENTS THROUGH COLLABORATION
Mr. George Pauff AMONG DISTRICTS.
Mr. Gerald Mazor

6. Educational Renewal, Inc. A MODEL FOR CITIZEN INVOLVEMENT
City Wide Educational IN URBAN EDUCATION
Coalition

Ms. Mary Ellen Smith

7. Massachusetts Advisory Council ALTERNATIVES FOR VOCATIONAL-TECHNICAL
on Vocational-Technical EDUCATION
Education

Dr. Raymond Parrott
8. Circle; Inc, MINORITY GROUP CONCERNS
Ms. Jewel Bell
9. Institute for Educational AN EDUCATIONAL BANK FOR MASSACHUSETTS

Services
Mr. Paul Ross
Dr. John Evans
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APPENDIX D

——— p e et

CHRONOLOGY OF THE GOVERNOR'S COMMISSTON TO ESTABLISH
A_COMPREHENSIVE PLAN ON SCHOOL DISTRICT ORGANIZATION AND COLLABORATION

The history and chronology of the Governor's Commission is long and
involved. 1Its origins trace back to 1965 with the publication of the
"Willis-Harrington" report.

The Willis-Harrington Commission was an outgrowth of the State's
concern about school district organization and educational quality as
evidenced by the legislative changes in education law in 1949. The
Willis-Harrington report was the result of a comprehensive study of the
problems in inequalities in education in Massachusetts at that timc.
One of its strongest recommendations was for reorganization of schools
into larger districts and the establishment of a subcommission to
implement this.

By 1968 evidence, from a variety of sources, indicated that educational
opportunities for youngsters in our state were still grossly unequal
and that organization of school districts had reinforced that inequality.
Other states had moved far more dramatically and effectively on school
district consolidation and collaboration. In 1968 the State Board of
Education published a policy statement, Quality Education Through School
District Orpanization, recognizing the problem and directed to the issue

of a minimum size school district.

In the spring of 1967 the Massachusetts Advisory Council on Education,
established as a result of the Willis~Harrington Commission, entered an
agreement with Boston College to study Schocl iyistrict Organization in
Massachusetts. This study, completed in January, 1971, and entitled
"Organizing For a Child's Learnine Fypericnce: A Report on a Study of

School District Crypunization in M&ssachusetts,” was directed by Dr. Donald
& LL 17 ) y

T. Donley and Vincent MNuccio. The study followed the thrust of the
Willis-Harrington Report of 1965 and stressed the need for continuous
coordiration and planning in the area. The general purpose of the study
was to examine the present patterns of organizational structure in public
education in the Commonwealth, to assess these patterns on the basis of
appropriate characteristics and to compare their effectiveness in achieving
higher quality, equality of opportunity, and economic cfficiency in
education. The study was not intended to result in a master plan but

to supply prerequisite information, and to indicate procedures by which

the Commonwealth could develop a long-range master plan, and advance to
optimal district organization for its schools. The procedures for the
study were designed to collect pertinent information, analyze it in terms

of problems and needs of Massachusetts school district organization, and on
the basis of this analysis, develop a set of conclusions and recommendations
for effecting desirable change.

163



151

One of the major conclusions of the Donley study was that there was
then no master plan for school district organization currently effective
in the Commonwealth, but that there was widespread interest and support
throughout the state for developing a master plan. The primary recommendation
made by Donley in order to develop such a master plan was the creation by
the State Legislature of a Commission on School District Organization.
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APPENDIX E
e —— ]

COMMISSION CHRONOLOGY

1965 ~ Publication of Willis~Harrington Report

1968 - Publication of State Board Policy Statement,
"Quality Education Through School District
‘ Organizat ion'
BACKGROUND-Spring, 1969 - Contract signed with Boston College for School
District Organization Study

January, 1971 - Publication of Donley-Nuccio Study: Organizing
For A Child's Learning Ixperience

Macrch, 1971 - Formation of Special Committee to study
Donley Report

November 10, 1971 - Establishment of Governor's Commission
November 10, 1971-
April, 1972 - Commission task organization and consideration
of potential study directors
May 10, 1972 - Contract signed with Schaffer and Associates

June, 1973 - Decislon to accept Schaffer document and to seek
new ways to proceed with the Commission's work

July-September, 1973 ~ Solicitation of Study Site Proposals

October, 1973 - Selection and funding of 10 sites and establishment
of the Ad Hoc Coordinating Center

December 4, 1973 - MACE/NESDEC/Commission Conference on Reorganization
and Governance in State Education

March 18, 1974 -~ Distribution of REC Questionnaire
April 1, 1974 - Site reports received
April 11, 1974 =~ School District Reorganization and Collaboration
Conference sponsored by NESDEC/MACE/Commission,

Sheraton Boston

May-June, 1974 - Final Information Gathering, Recommendation
Formation, and Report Writing
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Ad Hoe Center Activities - Fall 1973-~June, 1974

October 17, 1973 -~ Study Site Coordinating Meeting

November 14, 1973 -~ Study Site Coordinating Meeting

November 28, 1973 - MEC Conference on New Partnerships in Teacher Education
- Staff meeting with Regional Center directors

December 5, 1973 =~ Staff meeting with Joe Barresi, Boston Municipal
Research Bureau

December 12, 1973 -~ Study Site Coordinating Meeting
December 19, 1973 - Staff meeting with Bureau of EEQ staff

- Staff meeting with Steve Rothstein, President of State
Student Advisory Council

December 20, 1973 - Staff meeting with John Coakley, Educational Planning
Center, Boston Public Schools

January 30, 1974 - IES Conference: Information Retrieval

February 1, 1974 - Study Site Coordinating Meeting on Citizen Involvement

February &, 1974 - BOCES trip, Yorktown Heights, New York

February 5. 1974 - Central Susquehanna Intermediate School District Trip,
Lewisburg, Pennsylvania

February 6, 1974 - Staff meeting with Tom Rivard, Chelmsford Superintendent

February 7, 1974 - Staff meeting with Peter Horoshak, Administrative
Assistant of Boston Schools Superintendent

February 12, 1974 =~ Staff meetins with Bob Schwartz, Mayor's Education
Assistant, City of Boston

- Meeting with Citizens on MACE/Commissior role in Boston
school governance issuc

March 11-13, 1974 - H-rrisburg, Pennsylvania, Conference of Intermediate
:vice Unit

March 14, 1974 - Staff meeting with Metropolitan Planning Project
March 22, 1974 - Staff meeting with Metropolitan Planning Project
June, 1974 - Recoumendation, Consolidaticn, and Report Writing

October, 1974 =~ Final report published
Q ‘“‘;
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APPENDIX_F

SUMMARY OF COMMISSION MEETINGS

1971 {1 November 18
Officers and standing committees were chosen,
Characteristics of the study director were discussed.
Previous materials available for Commission use were
reviewed.

#2 December 16
Various presentations on school districting were made.
Emphasis placed on grassroots efforts, central state
mechanisms, collaboration, and study involvement.
Selection of a study director was again discussed.

1972 {}3 January 20

The chairman reported on his meeting with the Youth Advisory
Council.

Possible divisions of labor were discussed as well as plans
for a proposed conference on collaboration,

A name and organization bank for Commission contacts was
established.

Five superintendents shared their views on the school
districting issues.

##4 Tebruary 24
Two formal proposal presentations were given; followed by a
presentation on the history of school districts in
Massachusetts., Possible participation in the Lincoln/Filene
conference in May was mentioned, together with involvement
in a coordinating meeting of the ongoing governance study.

#5 March 16
Comnission members were assigned to read individual propusals.
Concern over metropolitan matters was discussed,
Several proposal presentations were given.

#6 March 29
Two formal proposal presentations were given.

#8 April 18
The Commission met with Dr. Schaffer and Mr. Neiman to discuss
their proposal and future relationship to the Commission.
It was aprced that a contract would be drawn up. This was
followed up by a discussion rf the Commission's charge.

#9 May 11
Dr. Cronin made a presentation repgarding the need for models
for action and a couprehensive political approdch.
He also wentioned House #1888 establishing a Conmission on
school finance, and the necessity of emphasizing equalising
educational opportunity.

Q ‘ 1‘;';‘
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A discussion of what Schaffer's contract should include and
a 1list of key persons to be interviewed was reviewed.

June, July, August =-- no meetings.

{10 September 28

Over-all progress treports were given.

Working sessions on the framework and strategy for the
Commission, as well as the work program for the next few
months then took place.

Financing and metropolitan issues were again given emphasis.

Schaffer reported he has contacted over 40 people.

The Commission's working paper was shared with the Department
to mesh with goal setting and planning within the Department.

Small group working sessions met on over-all Commission
strategy, stressing better ways to organize the delivery
of educational services, the benefits of improved organiza~
tion, the need to spell out the main tasks more clearly, and
the need for grassroots input.

October, November and December -- no meetings.

1973 {11 January 11
The Commission reviewed its work on progress and outlined its
work for the coming months. It recognized three major
challenges for the next six months.

1) To create an approach to organization and to the
Commission's work which could satisfy the views and
needs of a variety of pcople.

2) To establish channels of communication with key people
in the educational establishment and outside who would
be influential in setting directions for the organizatiom
of education in the future.

3) To organize and launch the work for the Commission -- to
create a plan and generate involvem.nt.

The working paper has been shared with a large number of
people and the feedback received so far indicates that
the general directions appear sound.

Contacts have been established with key state officials in
order to promote an ongoing interchange.

Task groups in such areas have begun,

A brief report of the legislative asperts of the Commission's
work was given.

The three major directions are:

1) January-June, 1973 -~ Carrying out the study and
development of the plan's first draft.

2) Develop approaches for review of a comprehensive plan
in 1973 and 1974,

3) Identify action opportunities through regional readi-
ness assessmonts.
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Main Gaps
1) Contacts with students.
2) Develop some ideas toward Master Plan.
3) Keeping up communication within the Commission,
4) Involve the Department in the Commission's work.
5) Need some information on the national picture.
During the next two months the Commission will be working in
small groups to develop working papers.

February and March -- no meetings.

#12 April 12
A second draft of the report is now available to be distributed
and discussed.
The Commission raised several questions on the report,
specifically, the need to avoid duplication and to involve
more people. ‘ -

##13 May 31
Commissioner Anrig gave his response to the Commission document
and responded to Commission questions.
The Commission discussed the merits and shortcomings of the
Work-Plan Document and the feasibility of a statewide
assessment procedure.
#14 July 2

As a result of a questionnaire to Commission members a series of
recommendations and a pamphlet, "Action Report on School Distric
Organization and Collaboration," was prepared.

The Commission voted to accept the Schaffer report as the study
director's report and not the Commission report. Dr. Schaffer'-
phase of work was considered to be completed. All wosking
papers developed for this study would be forwarded to the
Mass. Advisory Council on Lducation. A search committee was
appointed to review potential firms to finish the study.

The Commission accepted the premise that improved school district
organization and collaboration are best promoted through an
approach which would include a definitive analysis of the
dynamics resulting from existing or potential geographical
structure, politicar contsol and other means by which
educational services shall be made available in a more
adequate fulfillment of individual needs, not through a
definitive geographically oriented plan that is mandated.

#15 July 25 Executive Committee

The meeting centered on how to proceed with remaining $95,000 of
Commission funds. Dr. Cronin indicated his interest in having
the Commission pursue specific areas.

Several individual Commission members suggested ways to proceed.

The Commission noted that the Executive Committee and the Urban
Committee will consult with Drs. Anrig and Cronin in the
preparation of a position paper to present to the Commission.
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The contention of the Urban Committee was that in order for
the minority members of the Commission to accept the
concept of the Commission as an implementing body,
some of their recommendations must be accepted. The
Commission must focus some of {ts time and money toward
further defining the educational needs of the minority
community and establish standards and goals based on these
needs.

#16 August 2 Executive Committee
: The meeting centered on further refinement of where the Commission
should go from here. A presentation was made by Drs. Hammond
and Lavin on suggested sites.
. The Commission decided that management of the final study phase
of project was to fall on the MACE staff.

#117 August 23 -t

It was reported that MACE had agreed to accept the recommendations
of the Commission concerning the Schaffer Contract (MACE was
the original scurce of funding and has the ultimate rcsponsi-
bility for funding arrangements. The Council appropriated
money for the Commission and is the contracting agency.)

Financial report would be provided to Commission by Schaffer
and MACE. Dr. Lavin will supply financial statement on his
proposals. A management program would be established which
would enable the Commission to approve of and monitor future
expenditures. Schaffer would continue in a contractual role
under the direction of the Commission and MACE.

Minority Report - The main issue was how minority urban
populations can establish links with fiscal and policy making
authorities on an official and continuing basis. An
Associated Committee for Minority Affairs within Department
vould accomplish this.

The Lavin-Hammond plan (Plan for Action Phases of Commission
Study) was discussed.

Dr. Fitzgerald distributed his "Proposed Appendix D - Discussion
Outline of a Management Plan" and "Possible Action Areas'
which attempts to make use of suggestions of Commission
members, Schaffer and Associates, and other individuals and
organizations.

A discussion of appropriate agencies to receive mini-grants
resulted in agreement that public sectors ordinarily be used
because of their larger reach and access to facilities.

Every Commission member should be actively affiliated
with the Ad Hoc Center or a site.

The Commission voted to accept the general study plan proposed
by Lavin and Hammond as a possible guideline for the coming
year.

MACE was designated as the Ad loc Center.

718 September 6 Fxecutive Committee
The meeting bepan with a review of wvhere requests for site
proposals had been sent. The possibility of minority sites
was mentioned.

@ 170
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Dr. Boardman discussed a proposal for a Citizens Resource
Center in Worcester,

Criteria for mini-grante were developed, including piggy-
backing on other activitics, desire to fund a product and
not opcerations, product well-defined but not narrow, first
statement frank and direct with futurcs noted. Final reports
will be due April 1,

#19 september 17

Dr. Lavin presented 10 guidelines for judging a proposal which
were accepted by the Commission.

A Proposed Table of Contents was presented. The Commission
agreed that all site documents would be incorporated
into the final report. The report would contain hlstory
of the Commission, a selective description of data, problems
and semi-solutions, successful practice and solutions. It
will draw upon the Donley and Schaffer studies.

A description and discussion of proposals received so far
were given,

Proposal revisions would be done within Ad Hoc Center.

The Commission accepted the proposal of the School Bld. Asst.
Bureau, MEC, TEC, and the Central Mass. Citizens.

#!2C October 3 Executive Committee

##21 November

122 November

It was agreed that Commission members affiliated with a
particular site would not vote on any decision regarding that
site.

The Committee reviewed and accepted the City-Wide Proposal and
the Voc-Tech proposal,

The general budget plan was accepted as submitted.

Information on $DE thirking on school district reorpanization
legislation for 1975 was shared. There are two major
Department thrusts ~- adjusting the state aid formula and
rewarding collaboration between districts that leads to
cost savings,

7 Executive Committee

Progress reports on sites were given.

A discussion of conflict-of-interest issue again addressed.
Mention of upcoming relevant conferences was made.

A Commission newsletter will be made available shortly.

12

A list of study sites was distributed.

A presentation on legislation re school district reorganization
was glven.

Site {1 Progress Report was given.

The Minority Group Report has been funded.

Ad Hoc Center Progress Report was given -- meetings and site
visits are occurring,

Plans for newsletter were reviewed.

Assignments of Commission members to individual sites were made.

1
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#23 December 12 Executive Committee

The Committee discussed Dr. Jackson's chapter outline for
final report.

A BOCES visit 1s planned by Sfte #1 and some Committee members.

A draft of a rewsletter was distributed and discussed.

A distribution and discussion of an outline for short report
took place.

Site Progress Reports +ere given by Ed Wilcox and Dick Lavin.

Agreement on collaboration conference im the Spring NESDEC/MACE
was reached.

1974 #24 January 14
A distribution of published newsletter took place.
The proposed questionnaire on national centers and school
district reorganization was discussed.
The Ad Hoc Center Progress Report was given on Chapter 1 and
Task Information Organizing.
Ray Budde gave a report on his Evidence Chapter -- he has been
to Wareham, Lexington, and Hadley and will go to Bestonm.
Ralph Atkinson gave a presentation on common state planning
regions.

Site Reports were given by Springfield, Southeast, TEA, MEC,
IES and CM/CIE.

The Commission reviewed Ed Wilcox's report

#125 January 25 Special Meeting
“he discussion group present decided:

1. To support the Department legislation om K-12 regionalization
incentives.

2. To avoid suggesting that K-12 regionalism (consolidation) be
mandated. '

3. To develop guidelines but not mandates or incentives on
school district size.

4. TO DEVELOP A LIST OF SERVICES THAT SCHOOL DISTRICTS WOULD BE
REQUIRED TO PROVIDE TO STUD.NTS IN MASSACHUSEITS. This list
would relate to goals defined by the Board of Education, an
orientation on student performance, and side factors like
economy and curriculum articulation.

5. To avoid the issue of being for or against a BOCES-type-
arrangement as a premature issue.

6. To direct study site #1 (Mr. Wilcox) to begin design of
alternatives on the basis of #4 above, the reality of
Department regional centers, and the neced for specific regional
areas within which BOCES-like and other types of arrangements
could be evolved as needed.

7. To implement a late March or early April conference on
collaboration with presenters from across the couatry.

e 1'7%
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#26 February 13 Executive Committee
Site reports were given by City Wide, Minority Group, CM/CIE,
Voc=Tech.
An announcement of Harrisburp trip on March 11-13 was made.
The Collaboration Conference will be April 11 -~ plans discussed,
$2500 was authorized for publication of a League of Women Voters
document for Boston school governance.

#27 March 19

The Commissfon reviewed Fd Wilcox's proposals, his master plan
outline and proposal for system of 10 EDU's.

The Comnission voted that the proposed function of these centers
should be meshed within existing REC's with a clear emphasis
on educational development and citizen governance,

Requests for extra funding were reviewed.

Plans for April conference were reviewed.

#28 May 13
The entire weeting was devoted to a discussion and review of
R. Fitzgerald's draft of the short repoxt. Agreement was
reached regarding Recommendations #1-4 (Sections 1-3). Most
of the discussion centered on Section 4 - REC's and Regional
Collaboratives, with decisions on this postponed to a special
meeting to be held the next week.

#29 May 20

The Commission reached agreement on Section 4 (RECs 5-8).
Final action on Section 5 Voc-Ed. (RECs 9-12) was postponed
until the MAVA supplied data to the Commission.

Section 6, Citizen Involvement, was reviewed and agreement
reached on Recommendations #13-17.

Section 7, Finance Reform, and Recommendation #18 were accepted.

The proposed outline for the final report was briefly reviewed,

#30 June 12
Final meeting of the Commission. A steering committee formed to
assist Dr. Fitzgerald in implementing the recommendations of
the final report.

1oy 8
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APPENDIX G

REORGANIZATION AND_GOVERNANCE,
FOR STATE FDUCATION Ih NEW ENGLAND
NATIONAL TRENDS IN REORGANIZATION AND GOVERNANCE
FOR STATE EDUCATION
Speaker: Wendell H, Plerce, Director,
Education Commission on the States, Denver, Colorado

ANALYSTIS OF THE POLTTICAL AND EDUCATIONAIL EFFECTS
OF STATEWIDE REORGANIZATION IN EDUCATION
Speaker: Dr. Fred G. Burke, Commissioner
Department of Education, State of Rhode Island

REORGANIZATION OF HIGHER EDUCATION
IN THE STATE OF MAINE
Speaker: Dr. Donald R, McNeil, Chancellor,
University of Maiae, Por:iland, Maine

STATEWIDE FDUCATIONAL REORGANIZATION AS PERCEIVED
AND EXPERIENCED BY A STATE LEGISLATOR
Speaker: Attoruney John C. Revens, Jr.
State Representative, Warwick, Rhode 1Island

WHAT A SUPERINTENDENT EXPECTS FROM A STRONG
STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
Speaker: Francis Keppel, Chairman of the Board
General Learning Corporation, New York, New York

TRENDS IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF REGIONAL, INTRA-STATE,
INTERMEDIATE EDUCATIONAL AGENCLES
Speaker: Dr. E., Robert Stevens, Chairman and Professor,
College of Education, Department of Administration,
Supervision and Curriculum, University of Maryland.

INVOLVEMENT IN ONGOING STATE REORGANIZATION-
A LAYPERSON'S VIEWPOINT
Speaker: Mrs. Mary Ann Hardenberg, Member,
State Board of Education, Commonwealth of Massachusetts

AN ANALYSIS OF NEW YORK STATE'S BOARD OF
COOPERATIVE EDUCATIONAL SERVICES (BOCES)
Speaker: Dr. Leo A. Soucy, Assistant Commissioner of School Services,
State Roard of Education, Albany, New York
Sponsored by
THE NEW ENGLAND SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL
. In Collaboration With

THE MASSACHUSETTS ADVISORY COUNCIL ON EDUCATION
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APPENDIX H April 11, 1974

CONFERENCE ON SCHOOL DISTRICT ORGANIZATION
AND_COLLABORATION FOR EQUALIZATION OF
EDUCATIONAL, OPFORITNTTY

REGIONAL EDUCATIONAL SERVICE AGENCY
DEVELOPMENT IN THE UNITED STATES
Dr. Richard TenHaken
District Superintendent of Schools, Spencer Port, New York

Sessions

l. THE LOUISVILLE STORY-
ATTEMPTS AT COLLABORATION
Dr. Robert Meyers
Director of Division of Process Evaluation
Brown Education Center, Louisville, Kentucky

2. BOARD OF COOPLRATIVE EDUCATIONAL SERVICES
(BOCES) AS A REGIONAL EDUCATIONAL SERVICE AGENCY
Dr. Richard TenHaker
District Supevintendent of Schools, Spencer Port, New York

3. COLLABORATION IN OREGON: INTERMEDIATE EDUCATION
DISTRICT AND OREGON TOTAL INFORMATION SYSTEM
Mr. Kenneth Stanhope
Superintendent of Umatila Intermediate Education District
Pendleton, Oregon

4. CALIFORNTA REGIONAL OCCUPATIONAL PROGRAMS
Mr. Stanley Ross
Superintendent of Schools
North Orange County School Districts, Anaheim, California

Panel Discussions

5. DISIKICT CONSOLIDATION (REGIONALIZATION)
AND REGIONAL SERVICE UNITS
Moderator: Dr. Richard Lavin
Director, Merrimack Education Center

6. VOCATIONAL-TECHNICAL EDUCATION
Moderator: Mrs. Mary B. Warner
Chairman, Massachusetts Advisory Council on Education

7. COLLABORATION AMONG SCHOOLS, COLLEGES AND OTHER ACENCIES
Jdoderator: Mr, James Hammond
President, Fitchburg State College

roe §
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8. URBAN MINORITY CONCERNS AND CITIZEN
INVOLVEMENT IN EDUCAT1IONAL DECISION-MAKING
Moderator: Mrs. Elaine Kistiakowsky
Member, League of Women Voters

sponsored by

THE GOVERNOR'S COMMISSION ON
SCHOOL DISTRICT ORGANIZATION AND COLIABORATTON

THE MASSACHUSETTS ADVTSORY COUNCIL ON
VOCAT1ONAL-TECHNICAL EDUCATION

THE METROPOLITAN PLANNLNG PROJECT

Administered by

NEW ENGLAND SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL
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WAYS TO ASSIST £CHOOL DISTRICTS b1 DEVELOPING REGIONAL PARTHERSHIPS

To: Prospective Participants

Subject: A Special Survey of Services and Functions Desired at the
Regional Level

We would very much appreciate it if you would respond to the items on
this brief survey and would return the completed form to the Masszachusetts
Advisory Council on Education in the envelope provided within the next week.
Individual questionnaires will not be turned over to anyone outside of the
research staff of this office.

Vhile the questionnaire has been constructed to minimize writing
demands, please feel free to add or substitute narrative comments if you prefer.
We would like your ideas expressed in whatever way seems best to you.

BACKGROUNIID INFORMATICN: Many educational regional and collaborative arrangements
presently exist in Massachusetts, They perform a variety of services and
functions to hundreds of thousands of students and teachers.

Under the leadership of the Commissioner of Education, the Department
of Fducation is placing more of the Department staff resources into decentralized
regional facilities. This move is intended to increase significantly the range
and depth of services available to school districts, students, and other citizens.

The State Department of Education has the following aims of regionaliza-
tion: to increase in quality and quantity the service capabilities of the
Department, to put the programs and people where the needs are, and to consolidate
and strengthen central depertrment functions, such as budget development and
management, planning, monitoring of operations. In Phase I, through June 30,
197k, the primary focus will te on the propgram divisions (Curriculum and Instruce
tion, Special Education, Occupstional Education, School Facilities and Related
Service) and on existing programs and personael.

The great danger to be avoided is the creation of six mini-departments.
The goal is extension of the GState Department of Education, not replication.
Each center will be tailored to satisfy the needs of the region. Each center
will have a Coordinator, accountable to the Department for programs ana activities
in his center.

This survey covers important information needed by the Governor's Com-
mission on School District Organization and Collaboration, information that will
be utilized to define suggesticns for the details of the aecentralization process.
The Commission and the Department want this process to be sensitive to the needs
that you define.

After two short gquestions about the background of the respondents, the
questionnaire is divided into three parts:

Part A--%Yhat parts of tne SDE should be placed in the Regional Center?
Part B--What is the desired overall function and organization?
Part C--What services are desired?

The questionnaire is alreedy addressed and is a self-mailer. Simply
fold, seal and mail. The postage has been prerpaid.

THANY YCU VERY MUCH,
Py py
x4
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YOUR BACKGROUND

1. I am in the region of (check one). 2. Your Current Role
1. Greater Boston Regional 1 - Superintendent, Associate cor
2. d. Andover, lortheast Regicrnral Assistant Cuperintendent,
Center Central Administrative Staff.,

- Principal, teacher, profes-
sional staff

- Student

Parent

- School Committee, Board member
- Elected local/state govern-
ment official

- Other

. lLakeville, Southeast Regional
_Center

» Worcester County Regional Center

. Springfield Regional Center

. Pittsfield Rericnal Center

+ ot any of the above

. I don't know,.

|}

A: FUNCTIONS DESIRED IN REGICHAL CENTERS -- As advisory cpinions to the Governor's
Commission, we would like to know your view as to the desirable functions to locate
in a Regional Center.

Please indicate your opinion of each of the functions, their desirability/
undesirability by circling the appropriate number for the beginning time period
(one to three years), and for the period when the Center is "developed" (three
or more years from now).

-2 Highly undesirable ~1 Undesirable 0 both desirable and undesirable
1 Desirable 2 Highly desirablz X no opinionj not relevant

4

THE REGIONAL CENTER SHOULD HAVE PEOPLE WHO CAN ASSIST IN:

. Undesirable Desirable

1l - Planning long range development beginning =2 -1 0 1 2 X
develoned =2 -1 (] 1 2 X

2 ~ Setting educational objectives beginning =2 -1 0 1l 2 X
develoned =2 -1 0 1 2 X

3 - Training or arranging training beginning =2 -1 0 1 2 X
develcped =2 -1 0 1 2 X

L - Introducing educational innovations beginning =2 -1 0 1 2 X
and new practices developed =2 -1 0 1 2 X

5 - Improving management and business beginning -2 -1 0 1 2 X
operations developed =2 -1 0 1 2 X

6 - Evaluating programs and special beginning -2 -1 0 1 2 X
projects developed <=2 -1 0 1 2 X

7 - Writing grant proposals beginninz -2 -1 0 1 2 X
develcped =2 -1 0 1 2 X

8 - Planning utilizatinon of facilities, terinning =2 -1 0 1 2 X
present cr rew develcynd =2 -1 0 1 2 X

9 - Building good community relatiouns beginning =2 -1 0 1 2 X
develcred =2 -1 0 1 2 X

10 = Cther bepinning =2 <1 0 1 2 X
develoned =2 -1 0 1 2 X

PRICRITY OF FUNCTICHS -~ Please write belcew in the space provided the numters of
the functicns which are the highest priority in your opinion.

Highest Priority (

)
)
( )

o

Cia.
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B:  AUTHCRITY AND ACCOUNTABILITY OF THE REGIONAL CCENRTER -- In regard to several
of the present functions of the EDE, the Kegional Center may play & role us a
primary agent for decisions of the SDE. On the cther hand, some would argue
that the decentralization of authority is rot possible; the Center should uact as
a resource, and service center. The next section will deal with the service
functions. “hese questions are centered arcund your view of the desirability of
the Regional Center tc act as the primary agent of the CDE.

Please circle the depree of desirability/undesirability of the Regional
Center to act es a primary agent of the SDE in the listed aress,
-2 Highly undesirable -1 Undesirable O Neither desirable nor undesirable

+2 Highly desirable +1 Desirable X No opinionj; not relevant.
1. Recommending awards of state and beginning =2 -1 0 +1 +2 X
oy federal program grants to local developed =2 -1 0 +1 +2 X
-] districts
5; 2. Recormending awards of construction bYeginning =2 -1 0 +1 +2 X
= ' aid to local districts developed -2 =) 0 +1 +2 X
> 3. Re?ommendzng actlgn on requests for beginning =2 -1 0 +1 +2 X
S vaivers or exemptions from Lepart-  developed =2 -1 ¢ +l +2 X
= rent or Board of Education recom-
ad nendations
@ k. Other - beginning -2 -1 0 +1 +2 ) ¢
developed =2 -1 0 +1 +2 X
C: ROLE OF REGIONAL CENTEPRS IN PRESENT AND HEW SERVICES OF THE SDE -- The Regionel
Center can have several different roles in fostering specific services. (1) as a
technical information specialist or consultant, it can assist school districts to
develop and improve a service within the district; (2) as a consultent broker it
can facilitate inter-district cooperatives and collatoretives to provide services
which separate districts can not; (3) or it can provide the services itself.
What role should the Kepionel Center play when it is “developed?" Circle the
letters best representing yocur views on each of the services,
D -- District to provide service directly assisted by Regional Center special-
ist/consultant.
BXR -~ Regional Center will arrange as a broker to use existing programs or
developing new arranrements,
R-op - = Regional Center operate the service directly.
X -=- No opinion, or the Center does not nced to participate, or service not
needed.
PRESENT OR IEW SERVICES CIRCLE ONE .
1. Teacker in-service, regular training programs D BKR R-op X
2. Training for new programs D BKR R-op X
3. liew teacher orientation/training progranms D BKR R-op X
L. Resource centerc that offer areca teachers and D BKR R=-op X
others a chance to review new materials and
nethods
5. Frofessional persornnel recruitment progran D BKR Re-op X
6. Staff recruitrment profram D BKR R-op X
7. Personnel Fvaluation I'rograns D BKR R-op X
8. Equal opportunity staflf programs D B¥FR  R-op X
9. Learning prosrams for students with special D BKR R-op ) &
learning protiers
16. lLearnirg prograczs for gifted students in D BKR R-op X
specialized areas
Q ‘ q‘,;c.g
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11. Special programs for minority=-group students D BKR R-op X
12. Purchasing D BKR Reop X
13. Transportation system D BKR Re-op X
14, Data processing and cémputer center D BKR R-op X
15. Legal consultation services D BKR Re-op X
16. Educational lidrary and reference service D BKR Reop X
17. An assessment program on student achievement, D BKR R-op X
periodically sampling student performance in
selected curriculum arees and distriets. -
18. Eveluations of school programs, curriculum D BKR R-op X

and innovations.

19. A center for appeals from students, varents, D BKR R-op X
staff members, and other citizens who disagree
with decisions reached by local school com=
mittees.

20. Special training programs for students and D BKR R-op X
other citizens interested in participating in
education dec: sion-making on the local level.

2l. Special training programs for leadership teams D BKR R-op X
of teachers, administrators, students, parents.
22. Extracurricular ard sports activities D BKR Re-op X

23. Coordination of v..cationally-oriented learning D BKR R-op X
opportunities amony traditional school districts, :
vocational school districts, technical schools,
and community colleges.

2h. Other (specify) D BKR Reop X

Please write in the space provided the number of the services which are, in your
opinion, of the highest priority for the Regional Center to fuster regardless of
how they are provided.

Highest Prlority ¢ )Y ¢ )Yy ¢ )Y ¢ )
SPACE FOR ADDED COMMENTS

No postage stamp necessary.
Postage has been prepaid by:

Governor's Comuission

c/o MACE

182 Tremont St., 13th Floor
Boston, MA 02111
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APPENDIX J

1970 _CENSUS

The following communities in the Commonwealth lost
significant population during the 1960's:

Percentage
1370 1960 of Change
Ayer 7,393 14,927 =50.5
Boston 661.071 697,197 -8.1
Bourne ' 12,636 14,011 -9.8
Cambridge 100,361 107,716 -6.8
Chester 30,625 33,749 9.3
Edgartoun 1,025 1,155 -11.3
Fall River 96,898 99,942 -3.0
Gill 1,100 1,203 -8.6
Hawley 224 251 -10.8
Holyoke 50,112 52,689 -4.9
Hopkinton 1,956 2,754 -29.0
Lawrence 66,915 70,933 =5.7
Lynn 90,294 94,478 -4.4
Littlefield 288 315 -8.6
Oxford 6,109 6,985 -12.5
Southbridge 14,261 15,889 -10.2
Worcester 176,572 186,587 -5.4
Williamstown 4,285 5,428 -21.1

151




APPENDIX K 169
| ———— ]

p——-T]

SAMPLE LIST OF POTEMNTIAL K-12 REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS
" BASED UPON APPROACHING A MINIMUM OF 3500 STUDENTS

There are many possible combinations other than those shown in this list.
While distance and other factors remove the feasibility of every district including
a minimum of 3500 students, the sampie list was constructed with this guideline in
mind. The October 1, 1972, enrolment figures include students who were enroled in
regional vocational schools but not those who were sent to other districts under
tuition plans.

No. School District Enrolment s« ‘Total
l. Berkshire Hills 2,533
Southern Berkshire 1,297
Mt. Washington 3,830
2, Lee 1,533
Lenox . 1,335
Richmond ' 389
Tyringham 20 3,277
3. Mt. Greylock 1,189
Williamstown 858
Lanesborough 482
Hancock 160
New Ashford 2,689
L, Adams - Cheshire 2,821
Savoy 42 2,863
5. Clarksturg . 389
Florida 180
Monroe . 43
North Adams 3,594 4,206
6. Central Berkshire 2,872 2,872
70 Otis 222
Sandisfield 100
Granville 375
Southwick : 2,013
Tolland 2,710
8. Gateway 1,792
Hampshire 723
Chesterfield 148
Goshen 101
Southampton 471
Westhampton 116 3,351
S. Mohawk Trail 1,044
Buckland « Shelborne 719
Ashfield | 198
Buckland
Charlmont
Colrain

1R
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10.

11,

12,

13,

14,

15.

16,

School District .

~ Hawlemont

Hawley
Heath
Plainfield
Rowe

Hatfield
Hadley

. Williamsburg

Frontier
Conway
Deerfield
Sunderland
Whately

Hampden « Wilbraham
Hampden
Wilbraham

Granby
Belchertown
ware

Amherst -« Pelham
Amherst

Leverett

Pelham
Schutesbury

Gill - Montague
Gill

Montague

Mahar

Erving

New Salem
Orang-=
Petersham
Wendell

Athol - Royalston
Athol

Royalston

Pioneer Valley
Leydon
Bernardston
Northtf'ield
Warwick

1%

Enrolment

181

86

654
691
574
687
128
b9
152
115

1,540
2,625
1,124

1,632
1,317
1,620

i,8u4h
1,977
142
144
103

800
218
676
1,082
193

891
140
b7

1,280
1,222
92
617
58
226
315
53

Total

2,228

3,450
5,289

b,571

4,210

k,118

3,863
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17

18,

19,

20.

21.

22,

23,

24,

25

26.

School District

Quabbin
Barre
Hardwick
Hubbardston
Oakham
Narragansett
Philipston
Templeton

Spencer - East Brookfield
Spencer

East Brookfield

North Brookfield

New Braintree

west Brookfield
Varren
Warren « West Brookfield

Palmer

Tantasqua
Brimfield
Brookfield
Holland
Sturbridge
Wales
Monson

Charlton - Dudley
Southbridge

Paxton
Leicester

Holden
Rutland

Ashburnham - Westmingcter
Ashburnham

Westminster

Princeton

Sterliug

Gardner

wWinchendon
[}

North Middlesex
Lunenburg

184

Enrolment

981
506
315
456
ol
867
153
751

722
1,479
45
1,212
92

46
45k
729

2,534

1,378
284
298
184
922
161

1,546

2,799
3,051

1,000
2,061

3,000
650

52
608
591
500

3,164
1,671

3,503
2,278

171

Total

b,124

3,850

4,163

b,773

5,850

3,061

3,650

3,895

4,835

5,781
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28.

29.

30.

i1,

32,

33

34,
35
36,
37

8.

School District

Groton
Dunstable
Tyngsborough

Ayer
Shirley
Harvard

Westford
Littleton

Acton - Boxborough
Acton
Boxborough

Nashoba
Bolton
Lancaster
Stow
Maynard

Boylston - Berlin
Berlin

Boylston

Clinton

West Boylston

Northborough -« Southborough
Northborough
Southborough

Grafton
Millbury

Oxford
Sutton

Douglas
Webster

Northbridge
Uxbridge

Mendon - Upton
Hopedale

Blackstone - Millville
Blackstone

Millville

151

Enrolment

1,336
300
1,186

3,903
601
831

34363
1,886

2,“26

2,393
254

827
435
668
948
2,084

671
381
403
2,035
1,570

1,229
2,254
1,353

2,772
2,637

3,041
1,157

734
2,490

24579
.1,865

v 1,lb52

1,030
972
930
19

Total

2,822

31335

5,249

5,073

4,962

5,060

L,836

5,409

4,198

3,224

bbbl

L,801
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39.

40.

41,

42,

43.

44,

45,

46,

47,

48,

49,

50.

School District

e ———————————

Medway
Millis

Dover « Sherborn
Dover

Sherdorn
Medfield

Ashland
Hopkinton

Lincoln
Sudbury
Lincoln = Sudbury

Concord « Carlisle
Concord
Carlisle

King Philip
Norfolk

. ¥rentham

Plainville

Avon
Holbrouok
Abington

Cohasset
Hull

Nahant
Swampscott

Masconomet
Boxford
Middleton
Topsfield

Hamilton - Wenham
Hamilton

Wenham

Man<hester

Ipswicn
Essex

146,

Enrolment

2,566
1,762

1,083

591
© 61b
2,781

2,356
1,556

3,549
1,792
1,954

1,689
3,126
602

1,954
659
785
753

1,329
2,830
3,236

1,991
3,096

829
3,072

2,088
694
641
936

904
1,269
. 596
1,266

2,729
586

Total

4,328

5,069

3+912

74295

5,417

4,151

74395

5,087

3,901

4,359

4,035

3,315
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51,

52.

53.

54,

35,

36,

57.

58,

59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

School District
Gloucester
Rockport

Triton
Salisbury
Newbury
Rowley
Georgetown

Pentucket
Merrimac
West Newbury
Groveland

Amesbury
Newburyport

Manst'ield
Norton

East Bridgewater
west Bridewater

vhitman - Hanson
whitman
Hanson

Norwell
Hanover

Pembroke
Halifax
Plympton

Duxbury
Kingston

See’tonk

Rehoboth

Dighton

Dighton - Rehoboth

Freetown

Lakeville

Freetown - Lakeville
Berkley

Bridgewater
Raynham
Bridgewater - Raynham

1807

Enrolment

5,350
1,012

1,483
765
508
4293

1,708

1,587
662
410
24y

2,538
3¢312

2,797
2,207

2,359
1,653

2,661
1,548

2,698
3,350

7,208
1,051
353

2,802
1,506

3,165
1,318
837
800

507
552
564

2,300
1,600

1,355

Total

6,362

4,887

2,908
5,850
5,004

4,012

5,757

4,612

4,308
6,120

3,270

541255



175

No. School District Enrolment Total
64 . Plymouth 2,070

Carver 597

Plymouth - Carver 2,641 5,308
65. Swansea 2,830

Somerset 4,627 7,457
66« Westport 2,541

Dartmouth 4,419 6,870
67. Acushnet 1,550

Fairhaven 3,312 4,862
68. Rochester ' 269

Marion 519

Mattapoisset 733

Wareham 3,263

01d Rochester 1,133 5,917
69. Bourne 3,700 3,700
70. Sandwich* 1,079

Mashpee * 240 1,319
71. Falmouth 5,329 5,329
72, Dennis 1,198

Yarmouth 2,325

Dennis - Yarmouth 1,474 4,997
13, Provincetown 762

Truro 148

Wellfleet 139

Eastham 188

Orleans 243

Chatham 974

Brewster 180

Harwich 1,575

Nauset 1,471 5,680
74, Martha's Vineyard 479

Chilmark 19

Edgartown 252

Gay Head

Oak Bluffs 256

Tisbury 448

West Tisbury 41 1,495
%

Listed separately in view of recent dissolution of a union with Bourne. Other
combinations are possible with Bourne and/cr Falmouth. Mashpee figure does not in-
clude =econdary students who are enrolled elsewhere on a tuition basis.
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176 APPENDIX L

SAMPLE LIST OF POTENTIAL K-12 REGIONAL SCHOOL
DISTRICTS BASED UPON EXPANS{ON OF ALL ERTSTING
NON=VOCATITONAL RECIONAL SCi0OOL DISTRICTS

The enrolment figures used for this list refer to October 1, 1972,

No. School District Enrolment Total
1. Acton - Boxborough 2,426
Acton 2,393
Boxborough 254 5,073
2. Adams - Cheshire 2,734
Adams
Cheshire _ 2,734
3. Amherst - Pelham 1,844
Amherst ' 1,977
Leverett 142
Pelham ‘ Y
Shutesbury 103 4,210
4, Ashburnham - Westminster 952
Ashburnham 608
Westminster 591 2,151
5 Athol - Royalston 1,280
Athol 1,222
Royalston 84 2,586
6. Berkshire Hills 2,533
Great Barrington
Stockbridge
West Stockbridge 2,533
7. Berlin - Boylstoun 671
Berlin 381
Boylston Lo2 1,455
8. Blackstone - Millville 972
Biackstone 899
Millville 30l 2,175
9. Bridgewater - Raynham 1,355
Briegewater "'2, 300
Raynham 1,600 54255
10, Central Berkshire 2,872
Becket Cummington
Dalton Peru
Hinsdale Washington
windsor 2,872

ERIC e
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No. School District Enrolment Total
11, Concord - Carlisle 1,689

Carlisle 602

Concord 3,126 S,417
12, Dennis Yarmouth 1,474

Dennis 1,198

Yarmouth 2,325 4,997
13. Dighton - Rehoboth 800

Dighton 837

Rehoboth 1,318 2,955
14, Dover - Sherborn . 1,083

Dover 591

Sherborn 614 2,288
1s. Nauset 1,471

Eastham 188

Orleans 243

Vellfleet ' 139 2,041
16, Freetown - Lakeville 1,647

Freetown . , 507

Lakeville 552 2,706
17, Frontier 687

Conway 128

Deerfield 449

Sunderland 152

Whately 115 1,531
18, Gateway 1,792

Blanford Montgomery

Chester Russell

Huntington Worthington

Middlefield 1,792
19. Gill - Montague 800

Gill 218

Montague 676 1,694
20, Groton - Dunstable 1,584

Dunstable ’

Groton 1,584
21, Hamilton - Wenham 904

Hamilton 1,269

Wenham 596 2,769
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22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

School District

Hampden - Wilbraham
Hampden
Wilbraham

Hampshire
Chesterfield
Goshen
Southampton
Westhampton
Williamsburg

King Philip
Norfolk
Plainville
V¥rentham

Lincoln = Sudbury
Lincoln
Sudbury

Ralph C. Mahar
Erving

New Salem
Orange
Petersham
Wendell

Martha's Vineyard
Chilmark
Edgartown

Gay Head

Oak Bluffs
Tisbury

West Tisbury

Masconomet
Boxford
Middleton
Topsfield

Mendon « Upton
Mendon

Upton

141

Enrolment

1,540
2,625
1,124

973
148

101
471
116
324

1,954
659
753
785

1,954
3,5u9
1,792

1,082
193
71
891
140
47

k79
19
252

256
448
41

2,088
694
641
936

1,408

Total

5,289

2,133

L,151

74295

2,424

1,495

4,359

1,408
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No. School District . Enrnlment Total
30. Mohawk Trail 1,044

Ashfield 198

Buckland * 719

Charlemont * 181

Colrain * ’

Hawley *

Keath *

Plainfield *

. Rowe 86

Shelburne _ , 2,228
31, Mount Greylock 1,189

Lanesborough L82

Williamstown ‘o 825 2,496
32, Narragansett 867

Phillipston 153

Templeton 751 : 1,771
33. Nashoba 827

Bolton 435

iancaster 668

Stow 948 2,878
34, Northborough - Southborough 1,229

Northborough 2,254

Southborough 1,353 4,836
35. North Middlesex 3,475

Pepperell

Townsend 3,475
36, 01ld Rochester 1,133

Marion Lol

Mattapoisett 733 '

Rochester 269 2,629
37. Pentucket 1,587

Groveland 249

Merrimac , * 662

West Newbury Lio 2,908
38. Pioneer Valley 617

Bernardston '226

Leyden 58

Northfield 315

Varwick 53 1,269

* These towns are already regionalized on a K-6 basis.
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No.

39.

ko,

Li.

L2,

k3.

Wl

Ls.,

Leé.,

School District

Plymouth « Carver
Carver
Plymouth

Quabbin
Barre
Hardwick
Hubbtardston
Oakham

Silver Lake
Halifax
Kingston
Pembroke
Plympton

Southern Berkshire
Alford

Egremont

Monterey

New Marlborough
Sheffield

Spencer - East Brookfield
East Brookfield
Spencer

Tantasqua
Brimfield
Brookfield
Holland
Sturbridge
Wales

Triton
Newbury
Rowley
Salisbury

Vachusett
Holden
Paxton
Princeton
Rutland
Sterling

193

Enrolment

2,641

597
2,070

981
g2
316
Ly3

9k

2,597
625
790

1,920
186

1,297

722
345
1,479

1,378
284
298
184
922
161

1,483
508
423
765

1,902
2,041
64l
353
* 513
892

Total

5,308

2,316

6,118

1,297

2,546

3,227

3,179

6,345



h7.

L8,

ho.

School District

varren - West Brookfield
varren
West Brookfield

vhitman - Hanson
Hanson
wvhitman

Dudley Charlton
Dudley
Charlton

1094

Enrolment

729
45k
bh6

1,548
1,548
2,661

2,548

5,757

2,548

—. e ——— =

- -
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APPENDIX M

The Commission especially endorses the "Pathways'" section of Board of
Education's Educational Goals for Massachusetts, and reiterates their
salient points:

Accord dignity to the learner by respecting him as a personj by
individualizing instruction in a manner which allows him to work according
to his ability and to satisfy his need to succeed; by encouraging him to
develop his own value system which is tempered with a sensitivity of his
obligations to others; by freeing his creative nature; and by aiding him
to develop his thought processes in a realistic atmosphere.

Encourage use of the physical and personnel resources of the surrounding
geographical area and eliminate or reduce time and place restrictions
and constraints which inhibit student process.

Expand tlie role of the teacher from that of transmitter of knowledge
and information to that of facilitator of and partner ian learning,
possessing the competence for the necessary tasks.

Understand how the teacher in personal interaction with students influ-
ences their well-being and their personal values.

Recognize the crucial nature of the supportive rcle of administrators
in working with teachers.

Supply, in coordination with local, regional, state and federal
agencles, those supportive pupil personnel services needed to foster
individual development and to contribute to the social welfare, particularly
those services related to mental and physical health.

Respond to the needs and concerns of all the people while working

toward a student-centered educational process and seek broad support,
financial and otherwise, to the fulfillment of this end.
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APPENDIX N
==

EXTRACTS FROM CHAPTER 492
(H.6100

SECTION 12. The first paragraph of section 16B of chapter 71 of the General
Laws is hereby amended by striking out the first sentence, as amended by section 72
of chapter 849 of the acts of 1969, and 1nsert1né in place thereof the following
sentence:* The regional district school committee shall annually dotermine the
amounts necessary to be raised, after deducting the amount of aid such district is
to receive pursuant to section sixteen D, to maintain and operate the district
school or schools during the next fiscal year, and amounts required for payment of
debt and interest incurred by the district which will be due in the said year, and
shall apport.on the amount so determined among the several towns in accordance
vith the terms of the agreement.

SECTION 3. Said chapter 71 is hereby further amended by striking out séctton
16D, as amended by chapter 779 of the acte of 1967, and inserting in place thereof
the following section:-

Section 16D. (a) A regional school district shall be emtitled to receive

state aid for construction of repional schools. Each city or town in a regional
school district shall continue to receive such state aid for educational purposes
as it would be entitled to receive if such district had not been formed. In
addition, the state treasurer shall, subject to the provisions of subsection QQ.
upon certiffcation by the commissioner of education annually pay to each regional
school district an amount computed as follows:

g&) seventy per cent sultiplied by the product of the regional school aid
percentage multiplied by the regional reimbursable cxpenditures of the regional
school district, for such districts which inclucde grades kindergarten through
twelve; o

Sil) fifty per cent cultiplied by the product of the regional school aid
percentage multipiicd by the regional reicbursable expenditures of the regional

school district, for all other repional echool districts.

cog

183

v

- o
R v AANESTR



184

H 6100F ' ggz The definitions in section two of chapter seventy shall apply to this
section and the following words and phrases as used in this section shall have
the following meaninpss-

¢‘Regional reimbursable expenditures’’, the total amount expended by a
regional school district during a fiscal year for the support of public schools
during said year exclusive of expenditures for transportation, for food for school
food service programs and for capital outlays, after deducting therefrom any re-
ceipts fo: tuition, receipts from the federal govermment, the proceeds of any in-
vested funds, and grants, gifts an. receipts from any other source, to the extent
\ that such reccipts are applicable to such expenditures; provided, however, that
amounts received by a city or town under this section as schooi aid shall not be
so deducted. The commissioner of education may, by regulation, further define
the expenditures and receipts that may be included hereunder.

¢sRepional school aid percentage’’, the amount by which éne hundred per cent
exceeds the product, to the nearest tenth of one ﬁer ;ent. of sixty-five per cent
‘multiplied by the regional valuation percentage.

*¢Regional valuation percentage’’, the proportion, to the nearest tenth of
one per cent, which the total equalized valuatiown of all cities and towns in the
regional school district divided dy the total school attending children in all
cities and towns in the district bears 1o the average equalized valuation per
school attending child in the entire state.

gsl The receipt of the regional school aid as set forth in clauses gl) and
{{1) of subsectiun Si? shall be subjecct to the following conditions:
gi) the formation of new regional school districts and the expansion of
currently existing vegional school districts sh-1ll be subject to the approval of
the commissioner of education;
gii) except as provided in clause glll) cf this subsection, no regional school
aid shall be paid prior to the date »f award of a convrack for the construction of
a regional school by the regional district school committee; and
_iil) in the case of regional school districts formed for administrative pur-
poses only, no regional school aid shall be paid prioi to the date on which the
regional school district has assurmed jurisdiction over the pupils 4n the district
and the comnissioner of education has mede a determination that member cities and

towns have provided sufficient and adequate schoal facflities for each grade level

fncluded in the vegional school district,

19
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I 1

SECTION 14, Subsection £22 of the first paragraph of section 31 of chapter
81 of the Ceneral lLaws, as appearing in section 14 of chapter 497 of the acts of
1971, 18 hereby amended by striking out the second sentence and inserting in place
thereof the following sentences= The ‘‘equalizing municipal highway grant'’® for
such city or town shall be the total of a basic mileage allowance of four hundred
dollars plus an additional road-use allowance of seven doilars per sotor vehicle
per road mile less an equaiiztng deduction of ten centr per thousand dollars of
equalized valuation per mile,

SECTION 15. The fourth paragraph of saild section 31 of said chapter 81, as
so appearing, is hereby further amended by striking out the second senteace and
inserting in place thercof the following sentence:* The commissioner of public
works shall annually, on or befiure December first, certify to the state tax comnis-
sion the amounts apﬁroved for payment to eacl, city or town under this secttan in
each fiscal year.

SECTION 16. Section 59 of chapter 92 of the General Laws, as amended by
section 3 of chapter 554 of the acts of 1949, is hereby further amended by strik-
ing out the first sentence and inserzing in place thereof the following sentence:-
Far the purposes of the preceding four sections the wovrds *‘taxable valuations of
the property of toﬁns" shall mean taxable valuations as found in the most recent
equalization and apportionment reported by the state tax commission to the gencral
court pursuant to section ten C of chapter fifey-eight.

SECTION 17. Chapter 132A of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking
out section 6, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edftion, and inserting in place
thercof the following section:=

Section 6. For the purposes of section four, the word ‘‘valuation’’ shall
mean taxable valuaticn as found in the most recent equalization and apportionment
reported by the state tax commission to the general court pursuant to section
ten C of chapter fifty-etght, and the word ‘‘population’® shall mean the polulation
as enumerated in the nost recent state census or in the moit recent tederal census
adjusted by the state tax commission to confovm as nearly as possible to the same
definitions as used {n such state census.

SECT ON 18. The first paragraph of section 9 of chapter 645 of the acts of
1948 1s hereby amended by striking out clauses ggz and gﬁ) and inserting in place
thereof the f{ollowing two clausern:e

Sg) The tolal construction grant for any approved school projezt in any city
or town shall be fifty per cent of the final approved cost of such project rulti-
plied by a percentage, which shall bde the proportion, to th; nearest tenth of onc I
per cent, which the most recent equalized valuation per school attemding child for

the entire tommonwealzh bears Lo the wost recest equalized valuation per school

1 Q58 {
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H 61001

1per cent of such approved cost.

attending child of the city or town; provided, however, that the total construction

grant for any project shall not be less than fifty per cent or more than sixty-five

£22 The total construction srant'for any approved school project in a
regional school districf which includes grades kindergarten through twelve shall
be sixty per cent of tne product of the final approved cost of the project multi-
plied by a percentage, which sha'' be the nroportion, to the nearest tenth of one
per cent, which the most recent equalized ‘'..iuation per school attending child
for ihe entire commonwealth bears to the most recent total equalized. valuation per
school attending child of the towns comprising such district; provided, however,
that no grant shall be dpproved for any amount less than sixty per cent nor more
than seventy-five per cent of such approved cost. The total construction grant
for any approved school project in a regionél school district which does not in-
clude grades kirdergarten through twelve shall be fifty per cent of the final
approved cost of such project multiplied by a percerntage, whic# shall Le the pro-
portion, to the nearest tenth of one per cent, which the most recent equalized
valuation per aschool attending child for the entire commonwealth bears to the most
recent total equalized valuation per school attending child of the towns comprising
such district; provided, however, thut no grant shall be approved for anv awount

less than fifty per cent nor more than sixty-five per cent of such approved cost.

1839
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APPENDIX O

SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS AND COST ESTIMATES

Some of the Commission's recommendations can be implemented with
existing resources. The cost of pursuing others will depend upon the details
of implementation that are selected. Therefore we offer this summary as a
set of guidelines open to change.

Most importantly, we wish to emphasize the need to avoid the most
undesirable cost of all -~ the cost of NOT implementing general management
procedures to equalize educational opportunities and to promote cooperative
educational ventures in Massachusetts. We can survive financial pressures
and do more to solve the setious problems of our society by working together
more effectively. Unless we do this, the problems of our society will grow
even more serious.

Under the press of daily business and previously established priorities,
i 1s easy for us to define reasons for not pursuing new recommendations.
Y t 1if equality of opportunity and effectiveness and efficiency in education
are to be realized to the degree deserved by our youngsters and other
citizens, we must find the t# + and the strength and the spirit to pursie
these recommeudations.,

RECOMMENDATION #1: THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION AND ITS COMMISSIONER SHOULD

TAKE STEPS 1IN 1974 TO DEVELOP A STATEWIDE SERVICEZ EVALUATION-AND-ASS1STANCE
SYSTEM THROUGH REGIONAL EDUCATION CENTERS, A SYSTEM DESIGNED TO MEASURE AND
PROMOTE AVAILABILITY OF THE NINETEEN CATEGORIES OF SERVICE LISTED IN THLS
REPORT IN EACH PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT IN THE COMMONWEALTH.

We believe that it ia possible to develop this system with little or no
additional cost beyond reallocation of existing human resources. Many
citizens would be wiiling to give time to such a worthy and exciting

endeavor. Advisory couacils in each regional education center could be a
primary source of voluntecers for . system that vould be a very strong stimulus
to equality of opportunity in education.

RECOMMENDATION #2: LEGISLATIVE LEADERS AND THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

SHOULD JOIN IN REVIEWING AND, AS NECESSARY, AGAIN AMENDING SECTION 16D

OF CHAPTER 71 OF THE GEXFERAL LAWS TO ENSURE THAT INCENTIVES YOR REGIONALIZA-
TION APPLY TO ALL REGIONAL DISTRICTS IN MASSACHUSETTS. 7THIS SECYION OF THE
GENERAL LAWS SHOULD BE REVIEWED ALONG WITH ANY FUTURE PROPOSALS FOR MAJOR
FISCAL KEFORM IN MASSACHULETTS.

While additional amendments might add some cost to the state budget, relating
regiona! aid to the actual number of students in regional membership

makes this a cost-reducing package.

RECOMMENDATION #3: THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION SHOULD FOLLOW THREE BASIC

DIRECTIONS In AFPROVING PROPOSALS FOR FORMATION OF NEW OR EXPANSION OF
EXISTING SCHOOL DISTRICTS.
A. DEVELOP K-12 SCHOOL DIS(RICTS THAT:
1. ADEQUATELY MEET THE NEEDS OF ALL TOWNS IN A PARTICULAR AREA, EXCLUDING
NO COMMUNITY THAT NEEDS MEMBERSHIP TO SERVE ITS STUDENTS PROPERLY,
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2. ENCOMPASS AN ADEQUATE PUPIL BASE. Refer vo Appendix A for guidance
on this criterion. '
3. EXPAND PARTIAL REGIONAL DISTRICTS TO INCLUDE ALL GRADES IN THEIR
MEMBER TOWNS. Refer to Appendix B for guidance on this criterion.
B. DEVELOP K-12 SCIOOL DISTRICTS THAT POSSESS THE CAPABILITY OF PRIVIDING
A HIGH QUALITY OF SERVICE IN EACH OF THE NINETEEN CATEGORIES LISTED
ON PAGES 4-6 OF THIS REPORT.
C. DEVELOP AN ADMINISTRATIVE SYSTEM IN WHICH A SUPERINTENDENT IS RESPONSIEBLE
TO ONLY ONE SCHOOL COMMITTEE NO MATTER HOW MANY COMMUNITIES ARE SERVED.
and
RECOMMENDATION #4: THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION SHOULD DEFINE AND PROPOSE
AND THE GENERAL COURT AND THE GOVERNOR SHOULD APPROVE LEGISLATION ABOLISHING
SUPERINTENDENCY UNIONS BY JULY COF 1978.
Use of these guidelines would increase efficiency on the local district level,
thus giving the state more value for dollars spent on educational aid without
any increase in the stage budget.

RECOMMENDATION #5: THE BOARD OF EDUCATION SUPPORTED BY THE GENERAL COURT
AND THE GOVERNOR SHOULD TAKE IMMEDIATE ACTION TO INCLUDE AN EDUCATIONAL
SERVICE UNIT (ESU) IN EACH REGIONAL CENTER OF THZ DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION.
EACH OF THESE UNITS SHOULD HAVE TWO BASIC TASKS: FIRST, SUPPORTING THE
DEVELGPMENT OF VOLUNTARY COLLABORATIVES BOTH IN THE REGION AND ACROSS REGIONAL
LINES AND, SECOND, ESTABLISHING SUCH MANDATORY REGIONAL SERVICE AS MIGHT
BE APPROVED BY A REGIONAL ESU COUNCIL AND THE COMMISSIONER.

and '
RECOMMENDATION #6: THE STATE 30ARD OF EDUCATION SHOULD DEFINE AND PROPOSE
AND TUE GENERAL COURT AND THE (,OVERNOR SHOULD APPROVE ANY LEGISLATION
NECESSARY TO IMPLEMENT THE OPERATION OF EDUCATIONAL SERVICE UNITS.
Unless the State Board of Education can pursue part of this development through
reallocation of existing personnel resources, full implementation of this
recomm>ndation could add $258,000 to the annual budget of the Dapartment
of Education. However, the long-term return from establishing a regional
system for stimulating and coordinating growth of educatinnal collaboratives
could be aueh higher than $258,000 in terms of both service to citizens and
cost savings.

RECOMMYMDATION #/7: THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION IN CONSULTATION WITH--

A. The LEADERSHIP OF THE GENERAL COURT

B. THE SECRETARY OF EDUCATICNAL AFFAIRS

C. THE BOARD 01 HMIGHER EDUCATION

D. THE MASSACHUSLTTS ADVISORY COUNCIL ON EDUCATION, AND

E. THE INSTITUTE FOR EDUCATIONAL SERVICES

SHOULD DEFINE AND PROPOSE AND THE GENERAL COURT AND THE GOVERNOR SHOULD APPROVE
LEGISLATION CREATING AN EDUCATIONAL BANK FOR PROMOTION OF COLLABORATIVES.
Creation of this bank for supporting a business-like approach to crganization-
al development in public education might be arranged with federal or private
grants and/or with an initizl state apprepriation of approximately $300,000.
The bank could then become self-supporting.
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RECOMMENDATION f/8: THE BOARD OF HIGHER EDUCATION, THE BOARD OF STATE

COLLEGES AND THE BONARD OF FDUCATION SHOULD JOIN IN ESTABLISHING A COMMON-
WEALTH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE CENTER AS PART OF OR LINKED TO AN EXISTING
MASSACHUSETTS STATE COLLEGE.

Assuming the availability of space and equipment at a state college, the
annual operating cost for such a center coula fall between $135,000 and
$150,000. The potential for an increase in the comprehensiveness and
efficiency of school-college collaboration would be at least this great
on an annual basis.

RECOMMENDATION #9: THE SECRETARY OF EDUCATIONAL AFFAIRS, THE CHANCELLOR OF
HIGHER EDUCATION, AND THE COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION SHOULD GIVE STRONG
ATTENTION TO ENSURING THAT CERTAIN ACTIONS OF LEADERSHIP AND COORDINATION
CONTINUE TO BE ADDRESSED AS REGIONAL APPROACHES ARE PURSUED.

This recommendation does not require budget support. However it does
imply the need for an alded time commitment to coordination activities.
The Massachusetts idvisory Council on Education will define more specific
suggestions on how such an added time commitment can be arranged in
schedules that are already very demanding. These suggestions will be
communicated to appropriate boards and officers in late 1974.

RECOMMENDATION #10: THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION SHOULD DEFINE AND PROPOSE

AND THE GENERAL COURT AND THE GOVERNOR SHOULD APPROVE ANY LEGISLATION
NEEDED TO FACILITATE THE ESTABLISHMENT OF ALTERNATIVE SYSTFMS FOR DELIVERY
OF OCCUPATIONAL EDUCATION SERVICES INCLUDING VARIATIONS OF BOTH THE BLUE
HILLS MODEL FROM MASSACHUSETTS AND THE REGIONAL OCCUPATIONAL PROGRAM
MODEL FROM CALIFORNIA (ROP).

' and
RECOMMENDATION #11: THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION SHOULD CONTINUE TO USE
STATE AND FEDERAL FUNDS AND NEGOTIATIONS WITH DISTRICTS REQUESTING THESE
FUNDS TO PROMOTE EXPANSION CF ALTFRNATIVE SYSTEMS FOR DELIVERY OF
OCCUPATIONAL EDUCATION IN MASSACHUSETTS.

and

RECOMMENDATION #12: THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION IN CONSULTATION WITH THE
BOARD CF HIGHER EDUCATION AND THE BOARD OF REGIONAL COMMUNITY COLLEGES
SuOULD ACT AT ONCE TO ESTABLISH AN OCCUPATIONAL EDUCATION TASK FORCE IN EACH
REGIONAL EDUCATION CENTER. THE TASK FORCE IN EACH REGION SHOULD BE CHARGED
WITH REPORTING ON THE AVAILABILITY OF OCCUPATIONAL SERVICE ACRO3S THE REGION
AND, WHERE APPROPRIATE, WITH DEFINING RECOMMENDATIONS FOR INCREASING THE
LEVEL AND/OR EFFICIENCY OF THAT SERVICE.

RECOMMENDATION #13: THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION AND THE COMMISSIONER
SHOULD HAVE THE DIVISION OF OCCUPATIONAL EDUCATION CONTINUE ENCONURAGING
MIDDLE SCHOOLS AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS THROUGH THE 10TH LEVEL TO “ITIiATE OR
EXPAND MORE EFFECTIVE CAREEL EXPLORATION AND PRE~VOCATTONAL P;. 'JAMS. IN
ADDITION, THE DIVISION SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO GIVE EQUAL PRTOR.iY TO WORKING
WITH VOCATIONAL SCHOOLS TO DEVELOP A STATEWIDE PLAN FOR
(1) EXPANDING THEIR CAPACITY TO SERVE STUDENTS ON LEVELS 11 and 12 and
(2) ESTABLISHING THEIR ROLE AS REGIONAL RESGURCE CENTERS FOR
OCCUPATIONAL OR CAREER-ORIENTED PROGRAMS.
Considering the federal funds that are made available to support development
in this area, the major need for added strategic planning (enabling
legislation, new guidelines for awarding grants, etc.) rather than added
funding.
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RECOMMENDATION #14: THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION SHOULD ENSURE THAT THE
BOSTON, WORCESTER, AND SPRINGFIELD REGIONAL EDUCATION CENTERS AND/OR
ASSOCIATED CITIZENS RESOURCE CENTERS ARE READILY ACCESSIBLE TO URBAN
RESIDENTS. THE BOARD SHOULD ALSO PROPOSE LEGISLATION THAT WOULD CREATE A
STUDY COMMISSION TO DETERMINE THE VALUE AND FEASIBILITY OF RELOCATING CENTRAL
OFFICES OF THE DEPARTMENT AND OTHER STATE FDUCATIONAL AGENCIES.
Relocation of the regional centers might involve some added rental costs.
However we believe that such costs need not be significantly greater than
present rental costs. We cannot offer estimates on any ~osts that would
be associated with relocation of central offices of state educationzal
agencies; defining such estimates should be one of the tasks of the study
commission proposed in this recommendation.

RECOMMENDATION #15: THE SECRETARY OF EDUCATIONAL AFFAIRS SHOULD REQUEST
STATE BOARDS AND OFrICES OF EDUCATION ON ALL LEVELS TO JOIN HIM NOW IN
ESTABLISHING A PLANNING PROCESS AND SCHEDULE FOR DEVELOPMENT OF A STATEWIDE
INFORMATION MANAGEMENT SYSTEM FOR EDUCATION. THE PLANNING SHOULD EMPHASIZE
COORDINATED COLLECTION OF USEFUL INFORMATION AND MAKING THE INFORMATION
AVAILABLE TO LEGISLATORS, MINORITY GROUPS, OTHER CIT.ZENS, AND LOCAL
SCHCOLS AND COLLEGES RATHER THAN SIMPLY SERVING PLANNING NEEDS OF THE

STAli. BOARDS AND OFFICES.

Assuming the inevitability of improvement in the statewide management of
information gathering and dissemination, coordination of this sort will
reduce rather thaa increase long-~term costs.

RECOMMENDATION #16: THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION SHOYLD PROPOSE AND THE
GENERAL COURT AND THE GOVERNOR SHOULD APPROVE THE APPOINTMENT OF A DEPUTY
LEVEL ADMINISTRATOR FOR MINORITY CONCERNS AND EQUAL EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY.
Such an appointment would add at least $30,000 to the annual budget of

the Department of Education. However this would be a very worthwhile invest-
mer:it in focusing more comprehensive attention on serious issues in our
Commonwealth.

RECOMMENDATION #17: THE STATF BOARD OF EDUCATION AND ITS COMMISSIONER SHOULD
ACT IMMEDIATELY TO SUPPORT THE EFFORTS OF THE MASSACHUSETTS ASSOCIATION

OF SCHOOL COMMITTEES IN DESIGNING AND TMPLEMENTING A GREATLY EXPANDED
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM FOR SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEMBERS.

Increasing the level of assistance to school committees could add some
relatively minor expenses to the annual budget of the Department of Education
(for publications, travel, and consultant fees). However we believe that

the increased assistance could be provided without any significant rise

in personnel costs by seeking the help of existing agencies and volunteers
from the business community.

RECOMMENDATION #1&: THE BOARD OF EDUCATION SHOULD SUPPORT THE ESTABLISHMENT
OF A CITIZEN RESOURCE CENTER IN ASSOCIATION WITH EACH REGIONAL EDUCATION
CENTER.

Implementatioa of this recommendation would add approximately $10,000 per
center to the annual budget of the Department of Education.
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RECOMMENLATION #19: THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION SHOULD PROVIDE THE

PUBLIC WITH A DETAILED ANALYSIS OF DECENTRALIZATION PLANS FOR THE BOSTON
PUBLIC SCHOOLS BY OCTOBER OF 1974. THIS ANALYSIS SHOULD BE BASED ON A
COMPARISON WITH THE 1970 REPORT ENTITLED ORGANIZING AN URBAN SCHOOL SYSTEM
FOR DIVERSITY -- A STUDY OF THE BOSTON SCHOOL DEPARTMENT.

Providing the public with an analysis on this issue can be done without
the expenditure of additional money. We state this with full recognition
that getting involved with this controversial issue would require
expenditures of time and emotion. The potential effects of these
expenditures can best be judged by those to whom the recommendation has
been made.

RECOMMENDATION #20: THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION SHOULD PROVIDE A STAFF

UNIT IN THE BOSTON REGIONAL EDUCATION CENTER TO PLAN, ENCOURAGE, AND
ADMINISTRATE IMPLEMENTATION OF AT LEAST TWO MODEL RECOMMENDATIONS FROM
THE METROPOLITAN riANNING PROJECT -- A PATHWAYS MODEL FOR SECONDARY SCHOOL
STUDENTS AND A PAIRWAYS MODEL FOR ELEMENTARY STUDENTS. THE GENERAL COURT
AND THE GOVERNORS SHOULD ACT TO PROVIDE FUNDS FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF BOTH
THE STAFF UNIT AND THE SUBSEQUENT IMPLEMENTATION OF MODELS.

The Commission defers to the staff of the Metrpolitan Planning Project in
preparing cost estimates for implementation of the models defined by that
staff. We hope that creation of an appropriate staff unit in the Boston
regional education center can be managed within the context of recent
decentralization activities in the Department of Education.

RECOMMENDATION #21: ALL FUTURE ATTEMPTS AT SCHOOL AID REFORM SHOULD BE
PURSUED WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF ORGANIZATIONAL REFORM FOR EQUALIZATION
OF EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY.

and

RECOMMENDATION #22: ALL FUTURE ATTFMPTS AT SCHOOL AID REFORM SHOULD BE
PURCUED IN RELATION TO THE TOTAL MUNICIPAL-STATE FINANCING PICTURE, NOT
AS AN ACTION FOCUSED SOLELY ON EDUCATIONAL SERVICE INTERESTS.

These recommendations are made for strategic planning purposes and do
not have immediate cost implications.
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