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ABSTRACT
Instructional television via videotape can be a good

source of assistance in alleviating comprehension problems that occur
when foreign languages are taught by the audiolinoual method.
Television can be used in language instruction in two ways:
demonstrations to the studert or demonstrations by the student.
Demonstrations to the student can provide good illustrations of the
context, gestures, facial and mouth uovements that naturally
accompany language production and reception. Visual scenes can oftn
provide meaning to the content of the conversation. In addition,
videotapes allow a measure of individualized instruction and can
preserve lectures for students who missed them or want to review
them. The principal advantage of demonstration by the student is the
provision of feedback and evaluation of his own and his classmates'
speech. Instructional television via videotape should certainly be
used more than it has been in the oast. (WH)
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Empblnis on the listeaili; and speaking shills of lanv,oages resulted

Ia witly-s?reld-utilization of the -oadid-fingual mothod-of instruction.
..

however, .a comon complaint about theoutcomes of the audio-lingual class-

room is.that,students ton frequently learn to mimic sounds without gaining

an underaauding of the 'meanings. This lack of comprehension is often

evidenced by inability to use dialogue lineS in other sequences and situations

or to respond to ur varying vombinations of vocabulary

and st.rttctural. items previously studied. Also, many smdents do not use,.

the go3tures and facial eypressions which demonstrate compreherniou of an

idea or feeling and are integral parts of the communication of that idea or

Instructional television via videotape can be a good source of

ausi7tance in alteviatins theue cer-munication problems. Thr!re arc basically

two perpm; '4 which can be served with videotapes: (1) demonstrations to

tits studen: rina (2) d,unstrations hi the Ltudent.

Demon.:4tr:Ition,1 to the student, designed to clarify the meanin4 of the

expression:; h7,1ng studied, may be presented in several. different formats.

1. Dramatization of thu care dialogues of each untt.

It .1s vary helpful for utudents to ohservf, as well ,u; to

listen to other people speaking the tarot lan,ifage. Mf!aning

of the utterinces can be gained from tin., Not the props,

the motion.;, vstures and Inch] oxprengtons of the pyrsols
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involvod. Watching tilt: videotaped version also seeilzi to aid

in rt,,TAloring the of events and, thus, diaiogtz.7,

Ituuu for stud.mt porformAnce.

2. Dramatization of similar 4ialogues.

Dramailzatious of eoaversatiuns similar to that of the core

dialogue composed of fanrtliar vocabulary and structural items

give students the opportunity to practice and improve their

listening comprehension skill. Such videotapes can be used

as self-evaluation devices for students to test their listening

ability. Dialozues of this type have proven to be favorites

and the most frequently utilized by many students.1

Pronunciation instruction and practice.

Students In large classes often are not close enough to

the instructor to see the shaping of the mouth for an utterance

or to hear clearly the sound. Videotaped close-ups of a

person's mouth and face as the sounds are made allow each student

to sei! and hear the production of each sound.

4. Core lectures on structures being presented.

Explanation of etructure is needed at varying times and in

varying amounts by languar.: students. Some attend all class

sesstoas alertly and easily grasp and use proper gram-lar and

syntax; others: are often atmeint or absent-min;?. illness or

personal conflicts necessitate ecc:u absences by mast. Soma

students require little explanation for understanding; others

need repeated explaining end examples. In addition, the ett-leats

in it group way hark. very different baehgrounde as to kind :Ind



rucvntut!:%; of previous foreign languae,,e experieace. Basic

explanations of structural el tents with examples (dramatized

and/or written) can be r ecorded onto videotape no that any

student may use or review the material. -whenever desired.

S. Mini -doss sessions.

Some students express a need to observe groups in session,

ns indicated by persons who request to audit a course before

or while taking one for credit. This need can be met with

videotapes of class meetings or of staged teacher-led in-

teraction sessions with students similar in design to regular

class activities.

6. Presentations of cultural information.

Currently there is increasing emphasis on the development

of awareness of and interest in culture as well as language.

Videctapos cf real ,:enes or of dramatizations of situations

am: conversntions can be used to teach cultural elements as

can vldeetaped lectures about a wide range of topics such as

art, runic, education, history, politics, etc.

7. Cuest J:,eturers and performers.

Videotepe can record speakers or performers who are at the

scheol, in the community, at a neighboring university, or any-

where once can obtain permission to make the recording. These

tapes will mike it possible for students who could not go to

the performance to see IL at another time. Also, students have

an opportunity to watch and listen, to aok questions about points

that th-y did not in!dorstand, then to view the tape again. lf

the videotapes ;Ire !1;tved, ntud,mts taking court:en one year can
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sc.e p..rfortr.anc...ea from sevvral different yonrn,

PLwrzu-1,-; fru.1 network t,Acvlsion.

Trograt-g" atrt:d On:netvork television stations can be.

recorded onto videot be. These programs Can be edited-with

inf,%.:rts of Introduction and explanation by the instructor for

later use with. Students...Also permission can sometimes be. .

obtained for school use. of complete programs.

In all of these formnes of videotape utilization, the student plays

a rather passive role - observing, listening, perhaps notating a finished

product. Inthe.othar type of activity,. demonstration the student,.

the stu.:Ient himself is involved in the production of the tape. There are

two pri=lry reasons for videotaping, by studentvA t1), the production of a

tape to be kept for use by other students and (2) Ote production of a tape for

-per;:e-.1:11 s.:AC-evaluation by the studcat.

Student:; may tale active roles in the production of videotapes in any

of tl:v :1Eorem,.Intioned categories. The realization that their efforts will

zzz vi, ot-!. by their peers and by other students in later years usually gives them

the izzentive to perform well. In one experiment the language skills of

t4:;1 7:1.c'ents involved in making videotapes of dialogues (as reflected in

grades) developed at a more rapid rate and to a greater degree

i:rsficii!ncy than did the language skills of the students using the tapes

of their in!itruf.:tional modes.
2

V:10t7ping can also be used by students for their on self-evaluation.

'r 11'..vin:; practiced pronunciation of t.h core dialogue individually with

a smill group of students can perform the dinlogue in front of
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tha'camera, recordl1I 3 their pertormance onto videotape. They can than view

the tape immodiaiely, listening, to their pronmneiation, intonation and rhythm,

eb:iervin1.; thAr geStUre s and 64ression5, and cOniOnrin -their taped perfOrManee

vith the instructionat videotape of the core dialogue. The process'cint be done

repeatedly, re-recording on the sar 4e tape as deeired.

VideotnPea can be effective teachiegfle4reieg devices in a sucber of

instructional settings. In class they are he3pful in introducing new dialogues

and in reviewing those previously studied. In small-group interaction sessions

they

Peer

can be used to, present the topic for the conversation of each meeting.

tutors can review the structure and vocabulary limits of a given nodule

before a tutoring session. The tapes can be a

input for individual students.

constantly available source of

Many colleges and schools have videotape production andlor playback

.facilf.ae3 which are. Mae used c'.! to lack of imagination or ulllingness

of ir.tructors to invest time in learning appropriate uses. The added

varicty and improved student perfor7ance, possible results of videotape

utilizatio.-., could enhan:e the image of foreign language classes and has

resulted in In.zrensee enrollments.
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oata drawd.irom.compuiQrLza r.tudelit.of utilization records of laboratory
carreU :nul.paterfals.in-Ocal-ResponseLaboratoryandLearning.Mall,-Northenst
Cnmpus, Tirrrant County Junior College, Hurst, Texas, 1973.

2
P:ita drawn from records of students of French on Northeast Canpus, Tarrant.
County -Junior College, 1970.
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