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ABSTIRACT

Instructional television via videotape can be a good
source of assistance in alleviating comprehension probleas that occur
vhen foreign languages are “‘aught by the audiolingual method.
Television can be used in ianguige instruction in two ways:
demonstrations to the studer* or demonstrations by the student.
Demonstrations to the student can provide good illustrations of the
context, gestures, facial and mouth movements that naturally
accompany language production and reception. Visual scenes can ofton
provide meaning to the content of the conversation. In addition,
videotapes allow a measure of ind:vidualized instruction and can
preserve lectures for students who missed them or want to review
theam. The principal advantage of cdemonstration by the student is the
provision of feedback and evaluation of his own and his classmates!?
speech. Instructional television via videotape should certainly be
used more than it has been in the nast. (WH)
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in widw—Syrqu utLli!i Ion of the dudlo~lin"ual nethod of instrnctioh;’
Howévér;-u'cégméﬁlégﬁéiaiﬁt Aﬂaﬁt'th' outcomev‘of th; audlo—linéual.claag-
régﬁjfg.thnL studeats ton frPQuently learn to ming uounds vithout gannin"

an unQur" audLn; uf the vennlngs. This luck of comprehénsiun is often
evidencad by inability to‘use dialague.iinc‘ in uther Qequuncoa énd sxtﬁaﬁioﬁs
or to ré§pagd to éﬁestiua which employ vary1ng combinatiqu of vocubulary

and ¢ truc;ural itemq n:evlously studxed. Albo, nany strdeﬁt do nolt use

th; sestures and facial e}presaionﬁ vhich demonStraco comprahenéioﬁ of an

idea or Eeeling and are intcsra% pdrts 6f the cnmﬁﬁnication of tﬁat idea or
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Instructianal television via videotape can be a good source of
ansiztance in allevi ating these comzunication problems. Theare are basically
‘ *

tuo purposes wiaich can be served with videotapes: (1) demonstrations to

tie student and (2) 4d.runstrations by the ctudent,

Demonstrations to the student, desigaced to clarify the meaning of the »
expressions boing studied, may be presented in several different formats.
1. Drarmatization of the cdre dialogues of each unit.

It is vory helpful for students to observe as well as to

of the utterances can be gained from the setting, the props,

the wotions, gestures and facial expressions of the persoss
Y o

‘.(Tb listen to other people spealiing the target Linguage. Meaning

L
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involved, !..ttchlng the vxdeotaped vuwlo-l also S2013 tu aid

- u‘r Toiae niu o m"'t!w‘avqx‘xfmc.v) of "c*'v‘c'x’its atul, tius, dialogus 7

jlincs'fur‘studcntfpvr{ormhnce;

Dramatization of similar dinlogues.

Drz:maitvimlt;lo'x_xspf coaversat lvns similar to that of the core

‘dialogue compu.ed of famiilar vocabulary and structural ite“s‘

'gng students the’ opportunxty to. practlce and improve their

lisccnxug comprehension skill. Such videotapes can be used

‘as se1[~cvaIuation'devices for éthdents td test-tﬁeir listéniﬁg

ability. Dialo"ues of chiq type have pruven to be favorites
and the most frequgntly ut1114cd by mdny stﬁ&entb.l |
Prununcxa:ibn Lnstruction and practice;

Studenﬁs in large classes often are not close enough to
the.iﬁstructur to see the shaping of the mouth for an utterance
or to hear clearly the sound. theotaped close~ups of a
perbnn s mouth and face as the svunds are made allow each student
to see and hear the productiqn of each sound.

Core lectures on structurcs belng presented.

Explanation of structure is necoded at varying times and in
varying anounts by languar. students. Some attend all class
sessloas ulertly und easily grasp and use proper gracmar and
syntax; others are often aba&nf or absent-mind:d; iliness eor
personal confllicts necessitate occasional absences by most. Sone
students require 1ittle explanation for understanding: others
need repeated expladning and cxamples, Tn addition, the stulonts

bw a group may howve very dif ferent backerounds as to kind and
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recentusss of previous foreign language expevicace. Basic
explanations of structural vleﬁuuts with ekampies {dramat izod
and/or wrfttﬁﬁ) can be recorded onto §id§0tupv 80 thnt.any>
utndent‘may use or review the material uhéneve: désired.

5. Mini-closs sessions.

Soma sfudénts vipress a neced to obscerve groups in session,
as indicated'by persons who request to audit a course before
br-uhile taking one for cradit. This need can be met with
videatapes of class meetings or of staged teacher~led in-
teraction sessions with students similar in design to regular
class activities.

6. Preseutations of cultural information.

Currently there is increasing emphasis on the development
of awarcness of and interest in culture as well as language.
Videctapos ¢of real -renes or of dramatizations of situations
and coaversatlons can be used to teach cultural elements as
can videotaped lecturss about a wide range of toplcs such as
art, nusic,'educu:ion, history, polities, etc.

/. Cuest l:zgturcers and performers.

Videotape can record spoakers or performers who are at the
school, in the community, at a neighboring university, or any-
where once can obtain permission to make the recording. These
tapes will nmike It possible for atudents who could not go to
the peorformance to see it at another time. Also, students have
an opportunity to watch and listen, to ask questions about points
that thoy did not understand, then to view the tape again. 1f

the videotapes are saved, students taliing courses one year can
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see po rfanxncc from sceveral diffc:cnt yonr
_éf{h,P‘“u*““; fﬁgnbngtwnrk>§~}cvjsiou, -
';Progruhs‘atfpd Aq;hétéﬁrk ﬁclevisiﬁn é;dtiéns c#n EQ
 roc§rd§d outo videotape. ThQSe‘pru"fams can be cdiﬁéd~with
»inscrtb of AﬂthdULClOﬂ and explnnaciun by che instructor for

 1accr usc with students.. Also, permiqsion can soma times be. . ..

bﬂbtdinud for school use oE complete pro"rana.

Tn ull of these formats of videotapa utilization, the student plays
a tatﬁer pésSiGe role - observ{ng,.listéning, perha?s’notating a finished
pru4-~*. In the other type of activity, demonstr1tion|§k the student,_

the qtt-eﬁt h;mself is involved in the pxnduccion of the tape. There are

‘two pritiry reasons for vldeotaping by Btudhnt' 1) the production of a

tape to. he kept for use by other students and (2) rhe production of a tape for

persgenal sali~evaluation by the °tudent

Students nay tale active rdles in the production of videqtgpes in any
of the ziorenuntioned categoriés. The realization that their efforts‘will
ve viesed by thoir poars and by other students in later years usually gives them
the izcentive o perform well. In one experiment the language s%kills of
the =ivients involved in making videotapeé of dialogues {as reflected in
thzlr course grades) developed at a more rapid raté and to a greater degree
cf proficicney than did the Janguage skills of the students using tha tapes

noovae of thelr instructional modes.

Viieotnping can also be used by students for their own self-evaluation.
c.0 neving practiced pronunciation of the core dialogue individually with

Sio Lapes, a small group of students can perform the dinlegue in froat of



the' cameras, rucqrdinz their per{orﬁancc onto videotape. They can thénvviqu

the tape immndiatcly, 1fstening to their pruhnnéiﬁtibn; intbﬁntinn and rhythm,
obacxvxng thaelr gcqtures aud [ prudsiouq, “and compnrlng thelr tnpﬂd pezformancc”
vith thc lqst;uetional videotape of the core dinlngue.‘;The process cnn}be done

repeatedly, re-tecofding on Ehe’Sch thpé as dosired.

Videotaées can be effeccive teachinglleazning devices in a.number of
instrug:iouul_sgttiugs. In claqs chey are h prul in 1ntroducins new dlalogues
and iﬁ feviéﬁiﬁg tﬁosé prcviously studied. In snall~group 1nteraction sessions :
they can be uscd to present the topic for the conversation of each meeting.
Pe;r tutors can review the structure and vocabulary limits of a given module.
hbefore a tutorlng session, The tapus can be a cons:antly available sourée of

input for individual students.

M;ny_eolleges aﬁ&'schgéls héva videbtape production andlbr plnyhaék
faciiliclen which are.iitélg used {22 to lack of imapination or willingness
o£ i:scrﬁctors to invest time in learning appropriate uses. The added
varizsy and improved student performance, possible results of videotape
utilizatios, could enhance the image of foreign language classes and has

resulted in lacreased enrollments,
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