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ABSTRACT

The part-time and extension student population of
Mercer County Community College was surveyed in the fall of 1973 to
provide information about the characteristics, perceptions, and
activities of these students. The survey instrument developed for the
study vas the "Part Time and Extension Student Survey." A computer
program for tabulating, cross-referencing, and printing the data was
also developed. The survey was mailed to 3054 students of which 1,285
returned it. The results of the survey, wvhich are discussed and
tabulated, are presented under the following headings: Demograghic
Characteristics, Educational Goals and Acliievements, Assessments of
the College, and Desires and Preferences (wvhere and when courses
should be offered). These results show that a total of 38 percent of
the students indicated that Occupational Upgrading was the major
reason for attending the college; in contrast with full-time
students, there were a number of differences in demographic
characteristics, and the part-time student was also likely to be
older. The part-time e-rrollment patterns suggest that the future
grovth of the college will be in its part-time student population.
Thus, consideration should be given to the admissions and recruitment
of these potential students, and the efforts of the college will need
to be directed toward serving the continuing education needs of the
county's population. (DB)
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This report is based upon a survey of the part time and extension student population of Mercer County
Community College far the Fall of 1973, in arder to provide information about the characteristics, perceptions,
and activities of this segment of the entire population of studants at the College.

Muich of the effart of the higher education camunity to serve the needs of students is directed at programs
and services for the full time students. The studants who, for reasons of cutside enpluyment, conflicting respon-
sibilities, or persanal preference, choose to enroll in post-secondary education on a part time status, largely
have been ignored. In the past, of course, the pattern of enrollment was for the student to enroll for twelve ar
fifteen semester hours and, over the course of four Semesters, camplete an associate degree. Taoday, howaver, that
once typical pattern is becaning an exception rathar than the ruje,

At Mercer County Comunity College over the last four years, the mean percent growth in full time student
enrollment has been approximately S8, During the sams time periad, however, the mean percent change in part time
student enrollment has been 8%, With this exparding population of part time and extension students, it has be-

time population in its attampts to meet the specified institutiona) goals of serving the "diverse needs of a broad,
heterogeneous, full time and part time student body,"

METHODS

Develmt of the Pesearch Instrumant

During the Fall of 1973, the Office of Institutional Research developed the instrument, Part Time and Exteansion
Student Survey, see Appendix B, for utilization in the study. The instrument was made with the contributions of
Mc. Donald Shelton, Directar of Evening and Extension Programs, and Mr. William Gall, Associate Dean for Special
Programs, and with the consideration of the Academic Administrative Staff. Because of the considerab.e marber

to improve the services and course offerings to the part time and extension stidents at the Collage. The instru-
ment was designed in order to standardize items, coordinate the form with other survey instruments and 8¢ facilitate
carparisons of responses of various Populations, and construct the instrument for data procetsing.

In addition to surveying the characteristics and neads of this population of students, another purpose of
the survey was to cammunicate various informaticn to students making up that part time population in the Fall 1973
Semester, Primarily for this purpose, the encire population was surveyed rather than a selectsd Prabability sample,
Within the instrument itself, were the announcements that the College hnd instituted various part time student services
and programs, including the evening counselor and evening advisor, the modular calendar, and the child care center,

To coincide with the form, Part Time and Extension Student Survey, a camputer program was developed with the
assistance of Mr. Ronald Reed, Educational Systams Analyst, which would enable data from the survey questionnaires
to be tabulated, cross-referenced, and printed out by the College's camputer. The output elements of this computer
program were designed to print-out the individual items, the alternative responses, the actual responses, the sub~
totul of responses to each item, and the sub~total of hon-response to each jitem, Thraugh such a program, then,
information can be accessed specific to various curricula, departments, or categories of students, as may be desired,
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The population far this survey of the 1973 part time students consisted of 3054 persons who were enrolled

Population and Survey Procedures

during the Fall 1973 semester for less than 12 charge hours. The entire population of part time and extension
students for that semester was included in the survey,

The survey instrument was mailed tu the Population of 3054 students on 12 December 1973. Included ir; the
mailing was a cover letter signed by Mr. Donald Shelton, Director of Evening and Extension Programs, Mr. Donald
Suppers, Dean of Faculty, Ms. Patricia C. 0'Connell, Evening Program Counselor, and Dr. E. Timothy Lightfield,
Directar of Institutional Research (Apparstix B), and a self-addressed ervelope for returning the questionnaire.

On 4 January 1974, a follow-up post-card reminder was sent to those members of the population who had not
responded to the questionnaire of the initial mailing. This follow-up post-card encouraged individuals to camplete
the form ar to contact the Office of Institutiaa_l Research directly, if that was more convenient than filling
out the questiounaire,

A total of 1285 campleted questionnaires were received fram the population of 3054, for an overall return/
response rate of 428. No additional follow-up effarts, other than the reminder post-card, were made.

RESULTS

Demc yraphic Characterisiics of Part Time and Extension Students

During the Fall 1973 semester, 3054 stulents were ewolled part time at the College, excluding enrollments
in the Prison Education Metwark and the General Equivalency Diplama program. During the same academic term, 2539
students were enrolled full tims at the College, again excluding enrollments in the Prizan Education Network and
the General Bquivalency Diplama program. Thus, appraximately 558 of the headoount emrollment for the Fall sumaster
consisted of part time and extension students. A campurison of the biographical and demographic characteristics
of these full time and part tims Fall 1973 students thus was undertaken ani made possible through the search
and nm:qu- of the Student Histary File and the Registration File of the Camputer Center.

Table 1 presents data concerning the curriculum of study of full time students (§=2539) and the part time
students (N=3054) for the Fall 1973 semester. Data indicate that a greater percentage of the part time population
than of the full time population was in the transfer auricula of the College that semester. A total of 488 of
the part time students enrolled for the Fall of 1973 were enrolled in transfer curricula, as opposed to 338 enrolled
in caresr curricula. In contrast, a total of 348 of the full time students for the same semester were enrolled
in transfer curricula, while 51\ were enrolled in carear curricula.

Figure A presents a graphic distribution of the demographic ctnractuisti_cs of the full time and part time
Fall 1973 student population. Several findings are exhibited in the distributions:

Females camprised a higher propartion for the part time student population than for the full time population,
488 versus 45% respectively.

A higher propartion of the part time population than of the full time student population was marriad, 11%
versus 5% respectively.

A higher proportion of the part time students than of the full time population resided in-county as oppoced
to out-o”-county, 918 versus 79% respectively.

bifferences in ethnic graup status also can be noted. Black ethnic group identification made up a larger
ptopurnon of the part time student population than of the full time student Population for that semestor, 19%
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FREQUENCY AND PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF STUDENT EWROLLMENT BY CURRIC

PART TIME STUDENTS, AND PART TIME STUDENTS SURVEY
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ULUM ACCORDING TO FULL TIME STUDENTS,
GROUP (FALL 1973)

Fall 1973
LAST CURRICULLM OF ENROLIMENT: Full Time Students

Fall 1973
Part Time Students

Fall 1973
Part Time Survey Group

TRANSFER CURRICULA

Architecture 76 38 12
Busine;s Administration 152 324 154
Engineering Science 20 46 19

Fine Arts - . 0 7 k]
Art ¢ Design 154 187 74
Rumanities & Social Sci 369 666 263
Mathematics 1 2 2
Math/science 78 129 55
Science--Riology
Science—Chemistry 1 76 3
Science—Phygica : ) 2
Pre-Mortuary Science 1 ——9 0

TOTAL (TRANSFER) 862 I 1479 488 617 488

CAREER CURRICULA

Health Services
Dental Assistant Y] 4 1
Medical Lab Tech 27 ) 0
Nuraing 157 40 16
kadiologic Tech : 16 6 3

_ _—_— _—
TOTAL (HEALTH SERVICES) 257 108 55 2% 20 2%
Business & Data Processing
Accaunting 86 149 63
Aexrcspace Operations Mgt 1 0 0
Cammunications Media 106 33 12
Computer Operations 3 15 2
Data Processing 68 153 67
General Business 68 83 35
Industrial Supervision 6 6 5
Marketing 30 20 9
Secretarial Science 106 135 53

TOTAL (BUSINESS) ¢ 1 594 198 246 19
Science Technologies

Laboratory Tech 3 9 3
Ornamontal Horticulture Tech 68 —_—32 17

TOTAL (SCIENCE TECH) 101 4 4 1 20 2
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Fall 1973 Fall 1973 Fall 1973
LAST CURRICULUM OF ENROLIMENT Full Time Students Part Time Students Part Time Survey Group
Enginearing Technologies
Architectural Tech 88 S 2
Aviation Electronic Tech 7 1 0
Drafting Tech 23 21 12
Elsctric Powar Tech 14 7 1
Electronics Tech 51 39 12
Engrg Tech--Construction/Civil 24 66 32
Engrg Tech—Electrical 32 30 13
Engrg Tech—Electrcmech 3 4 4
Engrg Tech-~Mechanical 14 8 2
Fire Science Tech 0 13 10
Flight Attendant 5 ()} 0
Flight Tech - -7 2
TOTAL (ENGINELRING) 300 128 201 7% 90 N
Public Service
Cawunity Service Asst 48 23 8
Bducaticnal Asst 63 19 7
Library/Madia Asst 18 22 - 15
Law Enforosment Officer 42 38 - 18
TOTAL (PUBLIC SERVICE) 171 7% 102 3 48 4%
TOTAL (CAREFR; EOT-SIQ _9_93—330 424 13

NON-CURRICTLUM & DEVELOPMENTAL PROGRAMS

Contract Nursing 73 39 3
Ganeril Studies 249 263 127

' Special Groups % ' 20 83
TOTAL (NON~CURRICULLM) 48 14 532 178 213 18

SUMMARY OF ENROLIMENT

TRANSFER CURRICULA 862 348 1479 48y 617 48%
CAREER CURRICULA 1303 s1s 993 I 424 338
NON-CURRICULL™ PROGRAMS M8 14% 532 17 213 17s

NON-DEGREE PROGRAMS 17 I 18 1% 7 18

CURRICULUM NOT GIVEN 9 0% 32 1% 24
1285
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* DISTRIBUTION OF DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS OF FULL TIME STUDENTS,
PART TIME STUDENTS. AND PART TIME STUDENTS SURVEY GROUP (FALL 1973)
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versus 16% respectively. Correspondingly, the white ethnic group identification made up a smaller proportion
of the part time population than of the full time Population, 768 versus 78% respectively.

The comparison of the full time and part time student enrollment acoording to new, returning, transfer,
and re-admit statuses, indicates that a lesser proportion of the part time than the full time populations
consisted of new students for Fall 1973, 481 warsus 55% respectively. Correspondingly, a higher proportion of
the part time student population than of the full time student population consisted of returning students, 518
versus 368 respectively.

A lesser percentage of the part time students than of the full time students were classified as sophanxes,
rather than freshmen for the Fall 1973 semester, 14% versus 18% respectively. A

In terms of student enrollment by municipality within Mercer County (see Table 2), a higher proportion of the
part time student population than the full time student Population resided within the municipalities of East Windsor
Township, Hightstown Borough, -and Princeton’Township. Similarly, a lesser proportion of the part time population
than the full time population resided within the municipalities of the City of Trenton, Biing Township, and Hamilton
Township.

Tables 1 ard 2 and Figure A also emable camparison of the curriculum of selection and the demographic
characteristics for the part time student Population (N=3054) with the proportion of the population who completad
the survey (N=1285). Such a contrast gives suggestion as to the representativeness of the survey group. A
probability sample, which this survey growp of 1285 students is not, would be a mirrar reflaciion of the population
fram which it is drawn, if truly representative. The misrepresantation of the survey group when oompared with the
pup\natimofpartdmsuﬂmu,mldbeanixm.cata-ufunrmbm inherent in the swvey. Of course,
unless a 1008 response rate is cbtained, there would be no guarantes that the survey group is representative, despite
the size of the respording growp itself. The probability is such, howsver, that we can expact that the survey growp
is "representative" of the population, given the appraximation of such characteristics. _

According to the findings, ﬁmismwwﬂminmsmmofmiedperm, people
residing within the county, and people of White ethnic group identification. Correspondingly, there is an under-
representation of unmarried individuais, out-of~county residence, ard persons of Black ethnic group identification.

National information on part time students in higher education has not besn collected with regularity.

Data were cbtained for the first time on the school enrollment status, including post-secondary education, of
persns over age 34 as part of the Current Population Survey, conducted by the Cansus Bureau for the Bureau of

Labor Statistics in October 1972." The U.S. Offios of Blucation recently surveyed adult sducation, but these studiss
are less pertinent to this report because they concentrated upon non—credit courses and enrollments.

The Current Population Survey, however, showed that in the Fall of 1972, 780,000 persons over age 34 were
enrolled in higher education. This significant statistic concerning age of students likely could hold true for the
College's population of part time students as well.? Slightly over half of this national group of persons over
age 34 were wamen, while in contrast, only 428 of all college students under age 35 were wamen. This distribution
would coincide with the findings in this reprt, as stated above, that a higher proportion of the part time
entrllent than of the full time enrollment has consisted of femles.

1';ee Anne M. Young, "Going Back to School at 35", Monthly Labor Review (Octcber 1973), 39-42.

'Ihe data available for this study concerning the age of the population of part time stidents
were not reliable; thus, it was not possible to obtain an accurate age distribution for camarison with
the Current Population Survey.
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TABLE 2

FREQUENCY AND PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF STUDENT ENROLLMENT BY MUNICIPALITY IN
MERCER COUNTY ACCORDING TO FULL TIME AND PART TIME HEADCOUNT (FALL 1973)

Full Time Part Time TOTAL
City of Trenton 689  36% 895 34% 1584 35%
Fast Windsor Township n o« 204 8% 275 6%
Bwing Township iéé; 10% 198 8% 388 9%
Ramilton Township 625 32% 766  29% 1391 31%
Hightstown Borough 0 22 73 3% 113 2%
Hopewell Borough 13 1% 20 1% .33 18
Hopswell Township 50 3% 74 3% 124 3%
Lawrence Township 114 68 152 6% 266 6%
Pennington Borough n 1 7 0% 18 0%
Princeton Barough 24 18 37 1% 61 1%
Primeton Township 7 77 3% 124 3%
Washington Township | | 2 18 27 1% 49 13
West Windscr Township 43 2% 89 3% 132 3%
TOTAL 1939 2619 . 45582

#rotal enrollment figures exclude student enrollments in municipalities outside of the
County or out-of-state.
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Accarding to data from the survey of part time students, 20% of the respandents indicated a canpleted
educatiocnal level of an associate degree, baci:elors degree, or other post-secondary degree. Another 37% have cb-
tained same post tigh school cre s in higher education. Ovar half of the part time student population, if
these data are remresentative, were previously exposed to higtm"aducar_im.

A narber of items on the swve; farm concern the present working status and employment situation of the
surveyed irdividuals. Among the responding studants, 91% were presantly working full time, and an additional
9% were working part time, leaving a proportion of less than 1% who were not mrking.3 A considerahle \'rariet.y
of positions was held by these eployed respordents. 1he highest proportions of the respondents were working
in Business (Clerical/Recards), 24%; Farming/Ranching, 128; Business Management, 10%; and, Skilled Trades, 7%.
Of respordents who were presently working, 83% indicated they worked within Mercer County, while an additional
108 worked within neighboring Burlington, Hunterton, Monmouth, Middlesex, and Somerset oounties.

Bducational Goals and Achievements

The expressed aducational goals and desires of the part time student population did provide interesting
data relatiw o aninsight to the personalities and motivaticns of these students, Approximately 75% of the
respondents fram the survey group indicated that college education far them was either "essential” or "important”,
while 218 indicated that college education was either "not vary important" or "not necessary” .,

In terms of specifying the major objectives for attending MXX that semaster, 33% of the respondents indicatad
Occupational Upgrading to be the major objective, while the remainder was equally distrihuted between the following
objectives: Personsl Development, 20%; Preparation for an Intended Occupation/Caresr, 208; anxd, Preparation for
Further Education, 218,

Of the 1045 individuals in the survey group who had not yet campleted an associate Asgree or equivalent, 61§
indicated they were reascnably sure that they would not be able to camplete a program, while 31s were uncertain.

In terms of expressed plans for further education, 72% of the survey group indicated they planned to return
to MXXC next samester; 5% indicated they planned to return next year; and, another 58 said they planied to return
to MXC, but at some later date. Approximataly 10% of the survey group was uncertain about their further college
plans,

Assessments of the College

Considerable satisfactions were expressed by the survey group of part time students in assessing various
aspects of the College. For a mmber of the items, however, a significant propartion of the respondents indicated
"No Basis for Opinion" in assessing a particular aspect. For the part time studant population, perhaps in contrast
to the full time student powlat.i.on,_‘ it might be expected that the "No Basis far Opinion" response would be greater,
That is, a student who was on campus only foromcrwommmy mtluvehadm:ukenmeq:pormnitytobe
exposed to various aspects of the College in a relatively short and immediate tenure with the College.

The following list is an attempt to focus upon those aspects of the College, fram the 28 items included, in
which the ™o Basis for Opiniorf response was greater than 508. For a total of 14 of the 28 arpects which were to be
assessed, over 50% of the respondents in the survey group imdicated "No Basis for Opinion":

3'I‘ne fact that 17¢ of the total responding survey group did not respond to this particular item may
suggest a higher proportion of the survey group who were not working.
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(Response of greater than 0% within the survey group) BEST COPY AVAILABLE
Student activities and clubs 83%
Financial aid program 82%
Placement services 82¢
Transfer counseling services 82%
Vocational/career counseling services 808
Entrance testing program 79%
Recreational program and activities 76%
Recreational facilities and equipment 71%
Pre-admission counseling serv:ces 69%
Academic skills services 67%
Student ariencation 61%
Personal caunseling services 61%
Laboratory facilities and equipment 56%
Academic Advicement 544

By excluding the "No Basis for Opinion" response and the non response to each item, a total assessment of
exressed satisfaction/dissatisfaction with the selected aspects may be cbtained, For purposes of this analysis
then, the responses of "Very Satisfied” and "Satisfied" were joined and taken as a proportion of the whole response.
The assessments so derived are indioated below in descending ardar, bejinning with the aspect of the College receiving
the highest degree of satisfaction among the 28 aspects 80 considered:

EXPRESSED SATISFACTION WITH ASPECT:

Classroom facilities and equipment 96%
Study facilities and equipment 954
Bookstore materials and holdings 93%
Laboratory facilities and equipment 93%
Library services 938
mticnal facilities and equipment 93¢
Program or curricular offerings 924
Academic skills services 918
Individual assistance fram instructors 91%
Bookstore services 90%
Classroom instruction 90%
Library materials and holdings 90%
Placement services 88%
Admissians procedures 87%
Caurse offerings 87%
Entrance testing program 86%
Class scheduling 83¢

Student activities and clubs 83
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Student arientation 82%
Academic advisement 79%
Food saervices 79%
Registration procedures 79%
Financial aid program 76%
Personal counseling 70%
Transfer counseling services 69%
Vocational/career counseling services 69%
Pre-admission counseling services 64%

Survey of Desires and Preferences
charalitammeimhﬂedinﬂnsmyfuminaﬂutocbﬂinmdsgreeofrxetmmthe
part time student population for when and where courses should be offered. When asked which campus site was
preferred, 77% of ﬂxe‘remzdentl indicated the West Windsor Campus, while 13% indicated Trenton Center Campus,
A total of 108 of the respondents, however, did inlicate a roference for offering courses at the extension center
campuses in Hopewell, Princeton, or Hightstown. When asked which time of day was preferred, 75% of the respordents
indicated the ewsning, while 17% Preferred the morning, and 8% preferred the afterncon.
mmmmmummumwmamugummmmmm
beinwestd.shmldﬂncollomdquinﬁntuhre. Mlimmhnllﬂdinmmqatmm
ofmedmmtsandmdegtuctwdthemmofﬂnlpociﬁodlcviouuﬂprogram.
A total of 1162 students fram the survey group (N=1265), ar 90%,indicated an interest in cne or more of the
services listed, The distribution of expressed Litevest in services is listed below:?
SERVICES (rr:1162)

a) College Credit by Examination 388
b) Saturday classes 268
) Academic Advisement 22%
d) Counseling Services 19%
e) Child Day/Evening Care Center 158
f) Sunday classes 10%
g) Tutoring services 8%

Similarly, a total of 568 students from the survey group (N=1285), or 44%, indicated an interest in one or maxre
of the programs listed. The distribution of exressed interect in programs is listed belawz‘

PROGRAMS (n=568)
a) Travel & Tourism 418
b) Caramics 29%
C) Real Estate 22%
d) Agricultural Studies 16%
d) Exscutive Housekeeping 9%

4Since multiple responses were possible for this item, the distribution will exceed 1003,
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SUMMARY AND IMPLICATIONS

This study of part time students provides information about those students at Mercer County Comunity College
who were enrolled for the Fall semester of 1973 for less than 12 charge howrs. Data for the stuly were cbtained
through responses w questionnaires mailed to students at the end of that Fall 1973 samester., Usable questionnaires
were received fram 428 of the population, far a total response of 1285 part time students. Conplementary informatien
for the study was abtained through access to the Student Histary File and Registration File and through the developmant
of an Easytrieve data base and program,

It is hoped that this survey may focus attention on same of the considerations, such as the following, which
might well be taken into account in understanding a distinct segment of the enrolled studaht body--the part time
student. Thraugh such beginnings of an understanding, decisions can evolve to provide requisite programs and
services needed for this segment of the entire enroliment. ’

1) This was an initial effort of the College to develop and administe: a study concentrating solely upon the
part tine and extension student Population. Subsequent stulies should be able to focus upon more specific and
particular areas of concern or interest of the part time student population such as the following: pursuit of
educational goals; change of mjor curriculum; change or alteration of assessments of the College; program financing;
student admissions/recruitment; and special categaries of part time saﬂmta including, women, seniar citizens,
veterans, handicapped.

2) Analysis of the enrollment growth at the College since 1967, indicates that the percentage change in part
time student enrollment is significantly greater than the peroentage change in full time student enrollment over
that period of time. The mean percent change figure, as adopted by the Long Range Planning Cammittee for utilization
in development of the Five-Year Master Plan, computes to a figure of 8%, for the part time enrollment growth, as
qposedboﬂchangefotfulllimenrolhmthwﬁx. As shown in Table 3, then, and aseuming this percant change
figure remains canstant and in the direction indicated for the Frojectad years, the College can anticipate an
increasingly greater proportion of its students being of part time status rather than full time status. Furthermore,
an increasing percentage of the Full-Time-Equivalent statistic will be a result cf the part time student grawth.
These findings indicate that the fiscal stability of the College may be increasingly depandent upon the part time
student enrollment.

3) A total of 33% of the responding part time students indicated the major abjective for attending the Collage
for the semester was for Occupational Upgrading. A similar item, when posed to the non-returning student populations
of Fall 1973 and Spring 1974, indicatad that Occupaticnal Upgrading was a major abjective in attending the College
for no more than 7% of these former full time students.S These figures suggest that this cbjective is most pre-
daminant for the part time student as a reason to attand the College, in potantial contrast to other segments of the
enrollment. In the future,greater attention may have to be given to ascertaining nocupational areas requiring the

upgrading of employee skills amd knowledge. This cbjective for atterding the College, at least anong part time
students, may be of lang range significance in the planning efforts of the College.

>See Non-ReturE% Students; Fall 1973 and Spring 1974, Me.cer County Camunity College, Office
of Institutional Research, (June , 2L,
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4) This study of the part time and extension student population indicates that the part time students,

in contrast with full time students, exhibited, for at least that Fall 1973 semester, a nuwber of differances
in demographic charactaristics: The part time student was more likely married; more likely of Black ethnic
group identification; more likely of Oriental ethnic group identification; mare likely of working status, full

time or part time; mare likely of female sex; and, more likely of a higher level of completed aducation. Given
natianal data available.6 the part time student at the College also was likely older in age. With such distinct
demographic differences, it Probably follows that many academic and intellectual needs amd aspirations of these
students differ from those of their full time counterparts, If so, considerable ramifications are possible and

sibilities, These students come fram different econcmic backgrounds and differ fram the 18-21 year old full time
Ocunterparts in activities and achievements. Even their sense of humor may be different. These students, then,
may bring new ingights and expectations to the classroam and campus, but they also may bring new learning prablems,
particularly resulting from the hiatus intheir formal classtoam study, and new student personrel requiremants.
In other wards, the composite of differences in the make-up and background of the part time student population
may have numerous consequences for the College in its development of services and programs .

5) Recent reparts from the Carnegie Conmission have delinsated numerous reasons why scciety increasingly
needs higher education. The studies have stressed the importance of the higher education cammunity adjusting
to the transition fram the current stage of mass higher education to the oaming stages of "universal-access" and
"universal-attendance" higher education. During the last few years, continuing education, life-long learning,
adult learning, and similar concepts have become highly popular in post-secondary education. Far instance,
The American Council on Education's Caommittee on Highar Adult Education has endarsed continuing edication and
recanmended a mumber of ways it could be officially implementad. Similarly, the Commission on Non-Traditional
Study assessed the wide variety o° extant non-traditional programs, and proffered mmerous specific recommendations.
The Commission cancluded its deliberations an continuing education by chargings’ "If we choose to be elitist in
our institutions, we had better honestly say so. If we choose to open doors, for new student populations of all
ages, we had better make sure we have workable plans to do 80...." Non~traditional designe of education have become
imperative, inshort, because the life patterns of modern man and waman have themselves beccms non-traditional.
Fram an inatitution dssigned for the clear purpose of academic and semi-professional collegiate education, the
ammunity college In boorming Ue “do ewarything collage”, I mant Huste rlmnisin, Maroer oty Comsmanl by (4l Lo
may £ind itself becuning a multifaceted institution whose purposes are rapidly beiry expanded ani redefined,

6) Presumably persons over the "normal” college ages of 18-21 are motivated to continue their education
for several identifiable reasons--e.g. personal or intellectual growth; professional improvement required for

higher pay or higher employment status; professional upgrading required for certification; social ar recreational
activity development. Another motivaticn may simply be to finish a pragram from which the individual had dropped
out. The Census Bureau has projected to 1990 the number of persons 25 years old and cver who will have campleted

6 : .
Engin I. Holmstram, "Older" Freshmen: Do They Differ irom "Typical” Undergriaduates? (Washington: Office
of Research, American Council on Education, .

7carmis:si.on on Non-Traditicnal Study, Diversity by Design (San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 1973), 39,
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ne to three years of College.® The pureay extrapolatss that by 190 there will be over 1 mi1lion such

Page 16

7) The considerable responses of "No Basis for Opinion" in assessing the selected 28 aspects of the
Collage could have a number of interpretationg, On the one hand and without trying to discount the responsibility
of the College to Provide needed services and programs, the "No Basis for Opinion" response could indicate

Career counseling, academic skills, financial aid, Placement--may be few, On the other hand, the “No Basis

for Opinion" response could indicate that the College has not yet Tesponded to all of the nesds of this ‘atypica)
Population of students, Further efforts may be necessitated, therefore, both to ascertain and to meet these
Potential service and Frogram needs.

12 ~7 the aspects, or 43%, received a satisfaction level of 90% ar greater. And, 20 of the aspects, or 71%,
received a satisfaction level of 80% or greater. In examining the satisfaction rankings of the aspects, the
greatest amount of satisfaction was expressed for the various facilities, equipment, and materials of the College—-
Classroom, study, bookst,.are, laboratory, library, and recreation. Several services of the College are listed high

9) Of.mesaspactsofﬂnCollegewith satisfactimrmkmqsoflusﬁnnaot. SOerMngﬂm
in which the response of "No Basis for Opinion" was offeraq for more than 508 of the respondents. For the majority
of these items with 1oy ranking of expressed satisfaction, relative to the other assessad aspects, the base for the

Self-Fvaluation Repart on Lang Range Planning, the Projected growth of Mercer County should be ir the in-migration
3

of populations rather than due to natural increase.” If these Projections become reality, coupled with the

findings frum the study of the part time student population, the effarts of the College will need to be directed

eU.s. Bureau of the Cencus, Current tions rt, Series p-25, No, 476 (Nashimtnn:Goverment
Printing Office, 1972),
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11) The survey group showed considerable interests in various services that the College might offer
them in the future, including academic advisement, college credit by examination, child care center, Saturday
classes, and counseling services. In some cases, the students apparently have received academic advisement,
perhape through a non-structured or informal format, but would be interested in seeing a total advisement process
adopted. The same conclusion possibly could be reached with regard to counseling services, Similarly, a mmber
of the respondents fram the survey group expressed mwstinmudptogrmwhichﬁnmueganughtadcptin
the future including, in descending order of respanse, Travel and Touriam, Ceramics, Real Estate, and Agricultural
Studies 10 _

12) The higher proportion of returning students in the part time Population than in the full time population
for the Fall of 1973, suggests a pattemn of pe;aistent enrollmant for many students. It may indicats that im;im
proportions of students, due to numerous pressures of financial and personal responsibility, are opting for the
part time enrollment path toward accomplishing their efucational cbjectives, rather than a full time enrollment
path, v

13) If, as the part time errollment patterns suggest and as the County's population projections support,
the future growth of the College likely will be in its part time student population, then, further consideration
should be given to the admissions and recruitment of such a segment of potential student ernrollment. As the
College, inrecmtyears, hasimseditsc@mhmoﬂﬂmtmuiﬂmtoﬁm, 80 t00 in the future should
it consider attending to the recruitment of part time students. That is, marketing ensrgies and effcrts should
ircreasingly go beyond the local high school populations from which the typical full tims student comes, amd
approach area clubs, churches, housing developments, unions, or residential institutions for prospective part time
enrollments,

14) Overall, the findings of this study suppart the contentions that the part time student will assume
a larger role in determining the future of Mercer County Camunity College. If the part time student population
will be a significant determining variable, then, the College should make every »:’ort to plan for and meet that
futwre. While continning education, such as in the developmant of potential action programs and services for
the part time students, my present an attractive means for helping to alleviate pending financial pressures,
it may also induce riaw problems and issues. To that end, a result of this stuly could well be the formation
of a task force of the College charged to strengthen altermative education of the College for part time study.
Plamning, policies, and operations should be cariented toward the custamer who increasingly and significantly
now wears the izbel of a part time student,

lohgricultural Studies since has heen adopted by the College, with expanded aurricular offerings.
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