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ABSTRACT

Anerican Iadian children attend public, Federal,
private, and mission schools. In fiscal year 1973 there were 187,613
Indians (aged 5 to 18 years) enrolled in these schools in the U.S5. Of
these 68.5 percent attended public schools; 25.6 percent attended
Federal schools; and 5.9 percent attended mission and other schools.
The Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) operated 195 schools and 19
dormitories for public school children. The BIA has direct
responsibility for the 55,051 children enrolled in Federal schools
and housed in rFederal dormitories, and partial financial
responsibility for approximately 2/3 of those in public schools.
These statistics on Indian education are published annually by the
BIA and are available in the fall following the close of the school
term they cover. Congressional appropriations to the BIA are limited
to the education of children of 1/4 or more Indian blood and native
children in Alaska (Indians, Eskimos, and Aleuts)., It was noted that
children over 18 are not included in the enumeration of school-aged
populations. The 18 tables cover such things as enrollment,
attendance, boarding schools, day schools, lospital schools,
dormitories, school construction, summer programs, higher education,
Johnson O'Malley funds, contract schools, and adult education.
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EDUCATLUN UF LNDLIAN CHILDREN IN 1973

Indian childran ateend  public, Federal, private, and
mission schools, In  filscal year 1973 there wore 187 61}
Indian gtudents, ape > to 18 vears, {iluclusive, envolled in
tiuvse achools b the United States.

Educatfon of Indian children residing ¢» the States of
Californdia, Idaho, Michipan, Mionusota, Nebraska, Orogon,
Texus, Washiugton, and Wisconsin 18 the responsibility of the
State concernud.

In 1973 more than half (62,7 percent) of all Indian
children of school ape (5 - 18) attended publie schools., Of
those enrolled in school, 68.5 percent attended public ach-
ools, 5.6 percent attended Fuoderal aschools, and 5.9 percont
attended mission aud othar schuenls.

For mote than three centuries Indian education in the
Uuited States wos larpelv under the dJdirvaection of mission=
aries. As early as 1568 the Jesuit Fathers organized a sch-
ool at Havana, Cuba, tor Indian children from Florida, This
was the firgt school attended by Indian children who lived
within the United States.

tHany of the treaties between the United States and
Indian tribes provided for the establishment of schools for
Indian children, Congress hai ulso provided schools for
Indian children where other cducational facilities were not
available, In 1842, there were 37 indian schools in opera-
tica and by 1831 the number had fncreased to 106. In 1973 the
Bureau of Indian Affalrs operated 195 achools with an enroll-
ment of 51,180 Indian children, and 19 dormitories for 3,871
children attending public schools.

The primary objactive of Federal schools operated for
Indian children 1living on Indian-owmed or restricted trust
lands {4 to  prepare them for successful living. In Federal
schools children develop baslc academic skills, acquire an
undergtanding of the gocial and economie worl. which sur-
voutds them, learn {mproved gtandards of living, follew prac-
tices which assure optimum health, acquire the necessary vo-
cational training to qualify for gainful employment, and ob-
tadn sufficdent education to enter special schools and {nsti-
tutions of higher learning, The system of schools provided
by the Federal Government for Indlan children mdets program
gtandards required by the States {n which they opoerate, and
all but one of the seceondary schools are accreditued, (Plant
facilities at the schnol lacking accreditation have not yet
been broupht uUp to required gtandards.) A full 4-year high




E

[

O

RIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

gchool course was otfered at Qo6 gehivolss Seven other schools
offerved high school  trvalonfng at less than the ‘eyear gourse,

Tudian children  re entitled to the same opportuniticy
for public school education as arve provided for othar citi-
zens living withidn a State, It ix cucouraging to note  that
the States have  assumed responsibility tor the  education of
1By 0y (0do7 percent) achool=ape  Indlan ehildren {n the
States where the Burcan of Indian Affadvs has  dirvect educa=
tional vresponsibility, Over vne=thivd are educated at o
toRt to the Hurcvau ot Indian Aftadrs, In some Status, how-
vver, tax=exewpt, Indian-owned lands and larpe numbery of
lndian ehildven within a school district may craate financial
burdeuns for which local unds are inadequate,  As carly as
BaOgy contracty providing ,or financial agsistance to schools
astended by lndian children were unepotiated with individual
districty, It was  racognized then, as today, that Indian
childven becdome botter adjusted to living with all p:ople in
a community when they agsoclate with other children {u public
scheols,  The Johnsen-0'Malley Act, which became law iu 1934,
authorizad the Secretary of the Interior to enter into con-
tracts with States for the aducat{on of Indians aund to permit
the use ol Federval school buildings and  vauipwent by local
school authorities, congequently, some States with large
Iudian populations now have o Fedoral schools within thelr
boundarles,

Cunder the terws  of Public Law 874, 8lst G g, (b4 Stat,
Llon), as amended August 13, 1958, administered by the bDe-
partment ot Health, Uducation, and Weltare, a new Tederal aid
resource was made avallable to elipible school districts edu-
cating Ddian ehdldren, This ald 18 avallable to meet partial
costy of normal school operation, Additlonal supplemental aid
for the education of Indian children under the Jolmson-
O'Malley propram is limited to districts that do not qualify
under the Public Law 874 program and to distvicts meeting
educational problems under extraotrdinary circumgtances, in-
cluding sgpeclial services and specilal programs desipned to
facilitate the education of Indian childran,

n figcal year 1973, the Bureau of Indian Affairs enter-
ed into cvontracts with 12 States,ll school districts in other
States, awd with 11 trital groups in accordance with approved
plans which speclfy conditior s under which financial aid s
extendad, In addition to these, ald was provided through con-
tracts for the education in public schools of 2,244 out-of-
district Indian children living in dormitories operated by



the BRureau of Iudian Artales  dn seven towns adiacent to the
NiavitJo Redervation, and in Albuquerque, Sew Mexiceo,

I summary, then,  tae Bureau  of  Iadiw Affalrs had
divect vespounsibility tor the 55,030 cldldren envolled  in
Foderal schools and  housed  fn Federal dormitovies, and par-
tial tinancial vesponsibility for approximately two-thivds ot
those envolled fu publlic schools.

Statistics concerundng  Indian cducation are  published
annually by the  Bureau of Indian Attalevs and are avatlable
the tall  following the close ot the school tevm which they
cover,

Congresslonal appronvdations to  the Bureau ol lndian
Altalis  are limited to the eaucation of children ot one-
tourth or more depree ot Indian Hleod and natdve children dn
Alaska, except tor the Cherokee Apency where children of less
than one-quirter depree of lndian bltood enrolled {n the tribe
may attend  Federval schools.  Natlve chidldren {n Alaska  are
Indian, Eskimo, and Aleut. The 18 tables below relate to
Indians and native chifldven, g detined above, and to thelr
schools,

Table 1 shows  the enurera*ion of  all Indian children
from 3 to 14 vears, inclusive, and those over 18 who are en-
rolled in school by ared, agency, and school status,

For Indian  children wio are enrolled in public schools
and are  no longer a  PFederal cducation responsibiity, the
Burcau must  rely on the public school svarems to provide
census Informat fou, Indian mobllity accounts for the chil-
dren, 5 to 1% years inclusive, who are shown utder the cap-
tion "Lnformation Not Available."

Flve-year-olds have been included with the school-age
poputation siuce flscal year 1969 when kinderparten classes
were added  In some schools operated by the Bureau of Iudian

tialrs,

[t should be noted that children over 18 are  not
tnelaaed fu the enumeration of school-ade population. Table
1 is btased  on the annual school census of Indlan children 5
to L= yoars obfdy, while ctable 2 throuph 11 are derived trom
annual artendance vreports of  individual schools overated by
the Bureaa of Indlan Affalrs and cover all studeuts enrolled
regardless of thelr ages.
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lable < dndicaten  envollment and  averape dafly attord-
ance {n Fodeval schools by type of achool aud  avea, Avurage
datly attemdance for  all schools, excelusive of hospital  woh-
oig, was AU poreent {n 1Y) aw compared to 89,1 perceat  {u
Lidde Table J Ludicates numbers of schools by area,

In fincal yvoar 197, the Bureau of Indian Al airs operated
Rinderparten classes  {n 118 schools (49 boarding  schools
and o9 day schools)  with  an curollment of 4,09 ehildren,
All  kindergarten pupils  attend school on a day basis, The
kindergavten envolliment veprogented S,3 percont ol the total
entoliment,

Tables «y 5y oy and ! gt {ndividual schoulx, {nstruc=
tional units {n hospltals, and dormitories operated by the
Bureau of Tudian Straivs, mailing address, euvollment, aver-
dage  datly  attondance, and prades tauphe, The  Albuquerque
Jdormitory I8 operated in conjunction with the Albuquerque
Indian  School  but L5 shown  with  peripheral dormitories
beeause Lhese dovmitory students  attend public schools under
conditious fdentical to other pervipheral dorwitories,

Lable ~ Indieates srade level, In 177 enrollment {in
Rindergarten and rivst o grades {ncreased by 1,762 pupils to
SLodl ay compared to the previous year's 20,109, This  group
repredents “d.00 pereent of the entire student body, An en-
rollment of &, 188 ungraded elementary and  secondary students

account for 4.d purcent of total enrolluent,

In lue with the Bureau's policy of encouraging public
schiool enrollwent of Indian children, many  studeuts transfer
to public schools when they reach the sixth grade and have
acquired some facility in the use of the English  language.
This Ls a factor in the seewmingly low numbers of graduates of
Fedural high schools. In figcal year 1973, 1,685 aipgh school
students graduated, a decrease of /3 students frem 1470,

Table 9 {ndlcates  the number of hiph  school praduates,
nusbur ot Sti prade  completions, and number of Post High
completions,

Table 1u {ndicates gtudents according to t of: fepree  of
Indlan blood. Full bloods comprige 77,2 percent of the tota)

and only 5.8 purcent are less than one-half Indian blood.



Table 1l shows tribal Jesignation ot students {n Federal
schoola, One hundred and  thirty=tive specific tribes or
tribal gtoups and Aleuts, Eskimes, and the various tribes of
Indians {n Alaska ware rupresented in 19/4,

Eighty-nine tribues had fewer than 39 mambers vach and
these are grouped together ag "All Other Tribes." Alecutas,
kskimos, Navajos, Sioux, Chippewas, and Pusblos (including
Hopi,shown separately) are thu most numerous and topether
conprise 79,7 percent of the total enrollment,

Table 1d dndicates the completed school construction,
both new and replacement, during tiscal yaar 1973,

In fiscal year 19Y7), the Burcau of Indian Affalrs
participated for the sixth year {n the Elementary aud
Secondary Education Act, ‘Table 13 indicates thu extent of
the activities carried out under Yitles I, II, IIL,VI, and
VIL of the program.

Table 14 shows the number of participants iun the sum-
mer prograw, by category, for fiscal years 1960 through 1973,

Table 15 {udicates the number of undergraduate and grad-
uate studeuts who received scholarship grants during fiscal
vear 1973, also the number of gtudeuts earning degrees.

Table lb shows the number of students enrolled fn public
schools, by States, recelving assistance through contracts
funded under the Johnson-0'lalley Act which becawe law  in
1934,

Table 1/ shows the number of Indlan pupils enrolled {n
schools being operated under contsact to ladian groups.

Table 1¥ {ndicates the activities being conducted and
the number of participants in the Adult Education prograw,
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Statistical Fact Sheet on Schools Operated by
the Bureau of Indian Affairs, F. Y. 1973

1. Census of Indian School Children, ages 5 to 18

2, Enrollment and Average Daily Attendance
in Federal Facilities, all ages

a., Boarding Schools
b, Day Schools
c. Hospital Schools
d. Dormitories

TOTAL

3. Graduates and Grade Completions

a. High Schrol Graduates
b. 8th Grade Completions
¢, Post-Graduate Completions

4, Degree of Indlian Blood

a., Full Blood

b. 3/4% Blood

c. 1/2 Blood

d. 1/4 Blood

e. Less than 1/4 Blood

TOTAL

5. Jdumber of Schools and Dormitories

a. Boarding

b, Day

¢. Hospital

d. Dormitories

TOTAL

43

205,042

Enroll. A.DJA.

33,672 25,713.5
17,264  14,538.7
244 36.5
3,871  2,831.9
55,051  43,120.6
1,685
2,638
346
7
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