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ABSTRACT

The historical change in educational status

projections of Georgia rural youth was examined from 1966-1972. Used
as the sampling unit, counties were: (1) rural, (2) characterized by
low socioecononmic status, and (3) representative of all state
regions. All schools in each county with a 10th grade class were

used, although not necessarily the same schools at both times due to
desegregation and private school formations. Identical questionnaire
and testing procedures were used both times. Responses ranged froa:
(1) quitting high school to pursuing post graduate work, and (2) nmost
to least important for importance of education. Some findings were:
(1) educational aspirations had not undergone any major changes from
1966 to 1972; (2) educational expectations decreased rather strongly
from 1966 “o 1972 for black males and white females, but only
minimally for black females and white males; (3) the modal
expectation category was to complete high school and pursue sone
vocational or technical training both in 9966 and 1972; (4) urban
residence and high family status occupations were related positively
to high educational aspirations and expectations for white males and
females but not for black males and females; and (5) education was
ranked less important in 1972 by white rural youth than by black
youth. (NQ)
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INTRODUCTION AND DFSCRIPTION OF THE SAMPLE

Georgia‘'s contribution to the panel discussion on the historical change in
educational status projections of southern rural youth is an examination of these
projections for a sample of Georgia rural youth., The time span for the Ceorgia
study is from 1966 to 1972. The sample respondents were high school sorhomores
in 1966 and in 1972,

The samnling unit for the selection of sample schools, and, thus, sonhomore
classes was the county, The counties selected were rural: seventr-five percent
or more of the population in each sample county was classified as rural according
to the 1960 census, They were characterized by low sociceconomic statuggs The
mean annual family income in 1960 for all sample counties was equal to or less
than $3,400 per year., The counties were also selected to be representative of
all regions of the state, Counties in the southern part of the state were selected
that had a population which was 50 percent white arnd 50 percent black.

All schools in each sample county which had a tenth grade c¢lass were selected
for study. Both the black and white schools in 1966 were studied. In 1972 again
all schools ir. each of the samnle counties which had a tenth grade were studied.
The same schools were not necessarily present at both points in time due to deseg-
regation and the formaticn of orivate schools by 1972. The instrument and testing
procedures at both points in time were identical,

Yducational aspirations were defined as an individual's positive desire toward

some educatioral goal, They were measured by asking the respondent "If you could

#7he research reported in this paver was supported by tle Georgia Agricultural
Fxperiment Station as a contribution to GAES research project A439 and LSDA (CSRS)

QthJOCt S-81, "Human Resource DNevelopment and Mobility in the Rural South."
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. 2
have as much education as you desired and were completely free to choose, which
of the following would you do?"'., Responses ranged from quitting high school to
pursuing post graduate work.

Educational oxpectations were defined as the level of education a person thinks
he or she will likely obtain., It was measured by asking the respondent, “What
do you really expect to <o about your education?". The response set for educa-
tional expectations was the same as the one provided for aspirations.

The importance of education was measured by having the respondent rank order
seven goals from 1 to 7. The goals were, in order of presentation to the respon-
dent, (1) Having lots of free time to do what I want; (2) To develop my mind and
get all the education I want; (3) To earn as much money as I can; (4) Getting the
job 1 want most; (5) Living in the kind of place I like best; (6) Having the kind
of house, car, furniture, and other things like I want; and (7) To pet married
and raise a family. Importance of education then is the rank score for the edu-
cational goal item. A rank score of 1 indicates the goal item is most impoitant,
whereas, a rank score of 7 indicates the goal item is least important.

FINDINGS

Fducational Aspirations. The data in Tables 1-1 and 1-2 are concerned with

educational aspirations. Educational aspirations are cross classificd by race,

sex, and year.

The educational aspirations of Georgia rural high school sophemores have not
undergone any major chanpes from 1966 to 1972. The modal educational aspiration
category in 1966 for black males and females and white males and females is to
complete high school and pursue some kind of vocational or technical training.

This is also the modal educational aspiration category tor these four race-sex




catogories in 1972,

A small change toward convergence of coliege educational aspirations is noted
for white and black females and black and white males from 1966 to 1972. The
direction of the change is toward the proportion of college aspirations held by
white males. The proportionate range in college aspirations is from 50 percent
to 39 percent in 1966. In 1972, the range is from 40 percent to 45 porcent.
Overall, males from 1966 to 1972 tended to lower their aspirations siightly,
whereas, females tended to raise their aspirations during the same time period.

Educational Expectations. Tables 2-1 and 2-2 show the educational expectations

for black and white, male and female rural youth in 1966 and 1972.

Table 2 1 about here

Table 2 2 about here

The oducational expectations of high school sophomores liave undergone greater
change from 1966 to 1972 than did aspirations during the same time period. This
is the case especially for black males and white females., The other two categories-
black females and white males showed little change in expectations from 1966 to
1972,

Black males from 1966 to 1972 show a rather strong change towerd lower educa-
tional expectations. There is an 11 percent incresse from 1966 to 1972 in the
proportion vxpecting to graduate from high school. On the other hand there is a
15 percent decrease in the proportion expecting a college degree "t to complete
graduate study.

White fomales also show a rather large change in their educational expectations
from 1966 to 1972. The pattern of change was for the proportion expecting to quit
high school o1 to graduate from high school to increase. The proportion expecting

o 8 college education or a graduate education for all purposes did not change from

EJSJ; 1966 to 1972, Overall, there was a tendency for expectaticns to te lowered by
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whito fomalos. The magnitude of the change, however, was not as great as it was

for black males.

The modal category for oducational cxpoectations, apart from the changes al-
ready noted, is to complote high school and pursue some form of tochnical or
vocational training. This is the case both for black and white males and for black
and whito fenales. Further, this is the modal category in 1966 and 1972.

Inportance of Education. Comparison of tho rark inmportance of cducation

for cach race sox catcgory from 1966 to 1972 is shown in Tables 3-1 and 3-2.

Table 3-2 about hore

Therc are soue important differences from 1966 to 1972 in the ranking of edu-
cation as a desirable goal. Tho respondent was asked to rank education in con-
junction with six other goals decaling with job, income, family, residence, matorial
things, and the amount of leisurc time desired.

Whitc males and fomales from 1966 to 1972 clearly rank oducation as a less
important goal to then in 1972, The diffeorences arc especially strong for white
males. Sixty-two percent ranked it as most inportant in 1966 and only 34 porcont
rankced it as most important in 1972, Black fcmales show, for all purposes, no
change in their ranking of cducation, In fact, their mean importance scores arc
identical in 1966 and in 1972, Black males show sonic change from 1966 to 1972 but
this is primarily a chunge from sccing cducation as most inmportant to viowing it
as the sccond most important goal. The primary difference in 1972 is for whites
and cospecially nales to viow cducation as ruch less important than blacks. These
differences were significant in 1972 but werc not in 1966,

Ve calculated the neans and F-tests for all 7 goal items both in 1966 &nd in
1972, This was done in order to cxaninc what were whitc males and females ranking
as important at both time periods and what change in the rankings of the seven

ljRjkjgral items occurred from 1966 to 1972. Table 4 shows the mecans for the scven

IToxt Provided by ERI
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gorl items for white and black males and females both in 1966 and in 1972.

Table 4 about here

What we find is that white males have come to rank free time, to live where
I want to, and to have the material things I want as more important in 1972 than
in 1966, The importance of free time for white males and females increased by
1 rank from 1966 to 1972. The average rank for white males was 5.9 in 1966 and
4,9 in 1972,

Racial differences on three of the goal items, persist from 1966 to 1972.
Money or income and material things are ranked as more important in 1966 and 1972
by blacks than it is by whites. Whites, however, rank family as more important
than do blacks at both time periods.

CONCLUSIONS

The major findings of this historical comparison of black and white, male and
female, Georgia youth from 1966 to 1972 is that similarities overshadow differences
with the possible exception of the importance of the education variable. Educational
aspirations underwent only minimal change from 1966 to 1972 for black and white
males and females. What small change did occur came in terms of all other race-
sex categories converging in 1972 toward white males college aspiration level.

Educational expectations decreased rather strongly from 1966 to 1972 for
black males and white females. There was only minimal change in expectations for
black females and white males. Even with these changes which are noted, we still
find that the modal expectation category is to complete high school and pursue
some kind of vocational or technical training. This is the modal category both
wn 1966 and 1972.

Introducing controls for actual residence and the fomily's main money earner's
occupation prodiuced the expected results for white males and females. That is,

urban residence and high status occupations for these two race-sex groups are re-

o lated in a positive direction to high educational aspirations and expectations.

E119
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This relationship holds for white males and females Loth in 1966 and 1972,

These two control variables, however, show no consistent results for the
educational aspirations and expectations of black males and females. Mean edu-
cational aspirations and expectations may be highest for the small town or middle
level occupativnal positions in one comparison and not the next, The means also
differe by sex but again not in any consistent fashion. Thus, we conclude that
residence and family's main money earner's occupation has no relationship to
black males and females educational aspirations and expectations either in 1966 or
in 1972,

The major change we cbserved occurring between 1966 and 1972 was with respect
to the mean rank importance of education., White males and females in the Georgia
rural sample rank education much less important in 1972 than they did in 1966.
Also, they rank education as less important than black males and females in 1972,
whereas, in 1966 white females ranked education as slightly more important than
black females, Education has come to be seen as less important in 1972 by white

rural Georgia youth.



Table 1=-1 Educationa! Asplrations of Black and White Rural
—- Males, Georgla 1966-1°72

Vhite

SIBER S W@ a B et

Black
Asplrations T9%6 1972  Change T§E — "i72  Change
Quit High Schoo! 6% 7% +1% 10% 7% -3%
Graduate High School 6% a% +4% 10% 132 +32
H.S. & Tech, School  33% 37% +43 31% 30% -1%
Grad. Junior College 6% 7% +1% 42 6% +2%
Grad. College 30% 26% =42 31% 23% -2
Complete firad. Study _27% 1he -6% 4% 217 +7%
Total 100%  T00% ToN%  100%
(R=i1ng) (N=93) (N=187) (Ne172)
x%uh,296 d.f.e5 pe=.55 X"u7.669 d.f.=5 p=.20

Table 1-2 Educational Aspirations of Black and '/hite Rural
Females, Georgia 1966-1972

[Ra— - esin W o clusm e S

Black o Mhite
Aspiratlions 1964 1972 Change 1966 1972 Change
Quit High School 2% 6% +4% 2% L2 +2%
Graduate High School 5% 6% +1% 7% 12% +52
H.S. & Tech. School  5u4% L3% ~11% L%% 34% ~143
Grad. Junior College®* 0% 4% +4% bk 5% +1%
Grad. Colleget* 15% 19% +45 26% 312 +5%
Complete Grad, Study 24% 22% -22 13% 14% +13
Total 100% 1003 7003 Lh)3
(N=128) (M=124) (N=208) (N=174)
X%26.745 d.f.=h p=,20 x%9,459 d.f.=5 p=.15

*Category for Blacks collapsed for XZ.

ERIC

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.



Table 2-1 Educationa) cxpectations of Black and Vhite
Rural Males, Georgia 1966-1972

B1 ack __Wnite
£ cpectations Y68 1972 Change Yo% — 1972  Change
Quit High School 8% L% -4% 7% 6% “1%
Graduate High School 5% 16% +118 16% 20% +43
H.S. & Tech. School  38% hhg +6% 342 36% +2%
Grad. Junlior College 6% 7% +13 8% L% -4%
Grad. College 29% 19% -10% 2R% 242 =42
Complete Grad. Study _143 102 =43 1% 108 +32%
Total v 1908 T00% To0®  T0o%
(N=108)  (11295) (M=188) (M=176)
X2-||.530 d.f.=5 pw, 05 X"S.ﬁ99 d.f.a5 p=.bi0
Table 2-2 Educational Expactations of Black and lhite
Rural Females, Georgla 1966-1972
Black ______ thite
Expectations 1966 1972 Change Y666~ 1972 _ Change
Quit High School 2% 62 +4% 3% 62 +3%
Graduate High School 4% 7% +33 1% 13% +7%
H.S. & Tech., School  55% Le% -7% 512 36% -15%
Grad. Junior College 2% 3% +1% 3% 7% +4%
Grad. College 17% 19% *2% 25% 26% +1%
Complete Grad. Study _20% 12% -3% 7% 7% 0
Total 100%  100% Tonz  T00%
(=123) (M=121) (N=113) (N=175)
- e T

2al, 022 d.f.s5 p=.45 x%a48.586 d.f.s5 p=.00]

ERIC
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Table 3-1 Importance of Education for Black and \hite
Rural Males, feorqla 1766-1972 _

\thite

nank B1ack  dihite
Importance 1966 Y972~ Change Y888~ V992~ thange
| 662 50% «16% R2% 4% «20%
2 8% 18% +10% 10% 10% N
3 5% 9% +4% 0% 12% +6%
4 7% L% -3% 7% 8% +1%
5 o% 6% +12 5% a% +4%
: A+ IR - SR
7 \ 3 +3 s 173 +
Total 1003  Toog CEL] CER
- . (M=103) (N=54) (N=186) (i'=138)
Mean Score 2.07 2.39 2,13 3.44
X?w8.173 d.f.m6 p=.25 x2u3l4.347 d.f,=6 pw,00!

Table 3-2 Importance of Education for Black and \thite
Rura! Females, Georgia 1966-1972

Rank Black VYhite
Importance 1966 1972 Change 1966 1972 Change
| 73% 70% -3% 75% 61% “14%
2 7° 1% +4% 9% 12% +3%
3 2% 2% 0 23 8% +4%
4 Ly 5% +1% 6% 6% 0
5 8% 2% -6% 1% L% +3%
6 4% 7% +3% 2% L% +2%
7 25 2% 0 L% 5% 413
Total 700% 99% 99%  100%
(M=119) (N=84) (N=204) (N=156)
Hean Score 1.89 1.8¢ 1.73 2.15
x%=4.31 d.f.=6 p=bl x2=17.559 d.f.=6 p=.0l

1966 Race-Sex Means F value = 2,02 pm, 10|

1972 Race-Sex Means F value = 14,67 p> .001

ERIC

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.
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