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Historical changes reflected in the educatinnal goals

of black and white high school seniors in 1966 and 1972 were
conpared. The five orientation dimensions studied were aspiration,
expectation, goal deflection, goal certainty, and goal intensity.
Data were collected in the four contiguous Northeast Alabama ccunties
of Cherokee, DeKalb, Jackson, and Marshall. These counties, which
corresponded most closely to traditional Appalachia, were
mountainous, predoainantly rural, and characterized by low inccmes
and poor living conditions. In 1965, the sample consisted of Y24
students in 19 high schools. In 1972, 918 students in 15 of the
original 19 schools comprised the sample. Questiornaires were group
administered to all seniors. Among the findings were: (1) educational
aspirations of black and white boys were generally lower in 1972; {2)
educational expectation levels of boys were generally lower in 1972
vhile female expectations were not; (3) rates of anticipatory goal
deflection did not change greatly from 1966 to 1972; and (4) black
boys and girls revealed more certainty about achieving their expected
goal in 1972. Findings indicated that Northeast Alabama youth showed
a rather consistent trend toward a lowering of their educational
goals and a weaker value for education. Future historical comparisons
vere recommended to determine whether these changes represent mer 1ly
a short-term trend or are more indicative of a long-term shift in
societal values. The findings are presented in separate tables by sex
for each of the five orientation dimensions. (NQ)
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The purpose of this paper is to examine historical chaunge as it is
veflected in the aspirations and expectations of youth in a specific
geographic area over time. In this instance attention is focused on the
educational goals of high school seniors in 1966 compared with their 1972
counterparts., '

Scurce and Collection of pata

Deta for this study :je one in & series of etate reports involving a
regional) resaarch effort. Surveys of high school seniors were conducted
in 1966 and 1972 in the four contiguous Northeast Alabama counties of
Cherokee, DeKalb, Jackson, and Marshall. These particular counties are
those correzyondtng most closely to traditional characteristice of
Appalachia, The area is mountainous, predominantly rural, and character=
ized by low incomas and poor living conditions.

In 1966 the study was initiated in a sample of high schools reprasent=-
ing the four=county area. A list of all 33 high schools was compiled. Two
schools were part of independent city schcol systems and four were segre-
gatad Negro schools. By reason of their unique structural characteristics,
all six of these schools were selected for inclusion in the study.

The remaining 27 high schools were affiliated with county-wide school
systems. Each school was ranked from largest to smallest on the basis of
combined January 1, 1966 enrollment in the 10th and 12th grades. Thirteen
county schools were randomly selected by beginning with the largest high
school and salecting every other one. With one exception, all county
schools were located outside an urban area. Nineteen schools were included
in the 1966 contact.
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By 1972 the four Nagro schosls had been eliminated and their students
assigned to previously all=-white schools, leaving 15 of the original 19
schools for re=-study. In addition, the one county high school located in
an urban place had withdrawn from the county system and become an indepen-
dent city system. No private schools had developed in the area in responee
to desagregation. Racial integration of tha schools represents the only
ma jor structural change in tha community and educational experience of
local youth, and this impact was minimal bocause of the small numbar of
black persons in the area.

Questionnaires were group administared in 19606 and 1972 to all seniors
present in school on the contact day. In 1966 Alabama was not a partici-
pating membar of tha regional research project (5§=61). The states that
were members used identical questionnaires in 1966 and 1972, Alabama, on
the other hand, utilized a questionnaire in 1966 which was patterned after
and similar but not identical to the regional quastionnaire. Alabama
adopted the reglonal questionnaire for use in 1972, and all efforts were
made to insure coding similarity between the 1966 and the 1972 data.

Composition of the study populations in 1966 and 1972 is presented
in Table 1. Particular note should ba made of the fact that the number of
blacks in the Alabama sample was quite small. In order to be consistent
with reports from other states, a racial comparison by sex and year was
made uning chi square as the test statistic. However, given the small
svb-sample of blacks in Alabama, the chi square results are questionable
in regard to blacks.

Table 1. Race = Sex Distribution of Alabama Study Population by Year

Total Bliuck White

sex . 1966 1972 1966 1972 1966 1972

No. No. No. No. No. No.

Male 438 470 18 23 420 447

Female 486 448 41 22 445 426

Total 924 918 59 45 865 873
Findings

The findings concerning historical change in the educational orienta-
tions of black and white youth are presented in separace tables by sex for
each of five orientation dimensions. These dimensions include aspliration,
expectatlion, goal deflection, goal certainty, and goal intensity.

Aspirations

Educational aspirations of black and white boys were generally lou.r
in 1972 than in 1966, although overall aspirations were relatively high,
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Table 1-1, Historical change in aspirations of black boys occurred along
the lines of a marked decline in the proportion dasiring to complete grade
uate study and a marked increase in the proportion wanting to take voca-
tional training. Interestingly, no black boys in 1972 wanted to attend a
junior college compared to 12 percent in 1966.

White boys showed consistently lower levels of aducational aspirations
in 1972 than in 1966, Decreases occirred in the proportions desiring to
attain the thive highest lavals of education. 'n contrast, the proportions
aspiring to the three lowest educational levels increased, with the laxgest
increase (9 porcent) being in the techuical training category. Differences
observed for white boys were statistically g}gniftcant. as tested by chi
equare, but not significant for black boys.=

Historical change in the educational aspirations of black and white
girls from 1966 to 1972 indicated a lowering in educational aspirations
similar to that occurring among boys, Table 1=-2, Increases were observed
in the proportions of black girls wanting to quit high school and to
texrminate their education upon graduation from high school. However, the
largest increase (ll percant) was at the community college level. A rather
large dacrease (20 percent) occurred among black girls aspiring to complete
high school and take vocational training. Among those with high educational
aspirations, fewer black girls in 1972 than in 1966 wanted to complete
graduate study, while more (7 percent) wanted to terminate their education
upon graduation from college.

It is worthy of special note that an oppocite trend occurred among the
black boys and girls in regard to vocational truining versus community
college. Twenty-five percent more of the black boys in 1972 than in 1966
desired vocational training; whereas, almost 20 percent fewer black girls
in 1972 than in 1966 desired such training. On the other hand, almost 12
percent fewer black boys and over :11 percent mcre black girls wanted to
complete junior college, This may indicate either the presence of some
confusion among blacks as to the types of training offered in the junior
college and trade schools or a shifting of aspirations resulting from
additional post-high school alternatives created by the opening of both
kinds of schools within the area.

Changes in aspiration levels were not as pronounced for white girls as
for black girls., Increased proportions were found among white girls with
low aducational aspirations, Decrcased proportions occurred among those
with medium and high educaticnal aspirations. Historical change in the
educational aspirations among neither black nor white girls was statistic-
ally significant.

Q/Chi square vw1s used to test historical change in educational orien:
tations., Differences were considered significant +f the .05 level of con-
fidence was reached,



Expectations

As was true for aspirations, educational expectation levels of boys
ware generally lower at the most racent time, Table 2-1. Among black bnys,
the proportion expecting to complete high school or less was 25 percent
higher in 1972 than in 1966. Large decreases occurred at the community
college level (12 percent). Worthy of spacial note ia the fact that in
1972 many more Negro boys (55 percent) desired vocational training than
falt they (26 percent) would achieve it., The percentage of black males
expecting to finish college was higher, although fewar expected to complete
graduate study.

White males showad a consistent trend toward lower educational expec=
tations from 1966 to 1972. This trend was not as pronounced as that
observed with regards to their educational aspirations. Increases occurred
in the three lower ranked educational categories and decreases in the three
higheat ones. Differences were statistically significant for white but not
for bluck toys.

Female expectations were not consistently lower from 1966 to 1972.
Smaller propnrtions of black girls expected the three lowest ranking
educational levels. Increases, on the other hand, occurred in the pro«
portions expecting junior college and college educations. However, no
black girls in 1972 reported expectiug to complete graduate study, while
7.3 percent had done so in 1966,

Fewer white girls expucted to quit high school but a rather large in-
crease occurred in the proportion who expected only to complete high school.
Increases for white girls occurred in the proportions with both the lowest
and highest educational expectations with a trend away from vocational and
Junior college types of education. White girls, in general, experienced
less decline in educational expectations relative to aspirations., Differences
for white girls were significant but not those for black girls.

Goal Deflections

Ratas of anticipatory goal deflection did not change greatly from 1966
to 1972, Tables 3~1 and 3~2. TFor all race = sex groupings in 1966 and 1972
a majority (about two-thirds) held aspirations congruent with their expec-
tations. Moreover, at both points in time students were more likely to be
negatively oriented, i.e. aspirations greater than expectations, than
positively oriented,

In specific terms, deflections among black boys were somewhat more
negative (aspirations higher than expectations in 1972 than in 1966)., A
diffevent picture emerged for white boys. Both positive and negative goal
defluctions decreased in occurrance indicating a trend toward somewhat
greater congruity between aspirations and expectations, Differences were
no¢ significant for either black or white boys.
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Girls of both races exhibited less goal agreement than boys. The
black girls shcwed an increase in positive, as well as, negative goal
deflections, with correspondingly fewer experiencing no goal deflection.
White girls showed a smaller proportion with negative goal deflections,
but a larger proportion with positive goal deflection. The proportion of
girls experiencing no goal deflection was more gimilar that of boys in
1972 than it was 7 years earlier. Differences were significant for white
girls at the .01 level, but not for the black girls. -

Certainty of Expectation

Certainty of achieving ones expected educational goal indicates the
degree to which a person feals confident that his projected educational
level is achievable, Table 4-1. Black boys in 1972 showed more certainty
than their counterparts in 1966, 1In contrast, virtually no change occurred
in the proportions of white boys reporting the various deprees of certainty
about their anticipated goal attainment. Differences were not significant
for either black or white males.

Black girls, as was true for black boys, revealed mcre cptimnism about
achieving their expected goal in 1972 than in 1966, Just the opposite was
truc for white girls. The proportion who were Sure or very sure of
achieving their educational goal was 8 pércent lower., Differences were -
significant for the white girls, only.

Intensity of Aspiration

Each youth ranked seven life goals in terms of their importance to
him. One of these goals was education. Youth in all race = sex groupings
ranked education lower in importance as a life goal in 1972 than had youth
in 1966, Tables 5-1 and 5-2, More boys, both black and white, gave their
educaticnal goals a low ranking, Table 5-3. Chi square differences show=
ing i storical change in the intensity of aspirations for white boys were
highly significant but not for black boys. The same trend held true for
the girls, Table 5-4. Fewer black and white girls rated their educational
goals as high in importance to them. Differences were significant at the
.05 level for the black girls and at the .0l level for the white girls.

Summary and Conclusions

Northeast Alabama youth showed a rather consistent trend toward a
lowering of their educational goals and a weaker value for education. From
these findings, one must conclude that Reich's (1970) 'greening of America"
thesis has reached these rural youth. One might also conclude that attempts
by government and industry to increase interest in vocational training as a
desirable alternative to a college degree may have had some effect. This is
especially true in reference to blacks where increasing realism may have
occurred relative to opportunities for dramatic upward mobility. The tumul-
tuous decade of the sixties was a time cf increasing pessimicm and cynicism
on the part of @any Americans which caused youth to question the promise of
unlimited opportunity for all.

Future historical compariscns need to be made to determine whether
these changes represent merely a short=-term trend or are more indicative of
a long-term shift in societal values. Clearly, educational policy makers
must heed the existence of changing educational goals among rural youth,



TABLE 1=1; ltatorical Changos in Bducational Auplrntlona of Northeast Alabama

Boyar 1960-197%¢

atio

Quit Mtigh School

Crnduate from liigh School

Craduntu from W.S. & Tach,
Schoal

Graduato from Jr., College

Graduate from Collego

Complute Graduate Study

TOTAL

Rlack - White
1966 1972 .Change 19066 1y72 changa
Ne1? w22 N¥12 N'éh:
.........‘-“.........-........ Teveoccese UG dosnewes
0.0 0.0 (') + 1.0 2.0 (ﬂ.O)
11.8 9.1 (‘207) 7.3 12,0 (M.’)
29.4 4.6 (+25.2) 24.0 32,7 (+8.7)
11.8 0.0 (-11.8) 10.2 4.8 (=5.4)
23.5 31.8 (+8.3) 3.5 23.1 (-4.4)
23,5 _4S (=19.0) _26.0 -19.4  (=4.0)
100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
2

x%%6.7 d.f.% p>.05

X"=24.4 d.£.%6 P<.001

TABLE 1-2: Historical Changes in Educational Aspirations of Northoast

Alabama Givls:

Anpirations

Quit High Sciool

Graduate from tigh School

Graduate from H.S. & Tach
School

Graduate from Jr. Collage

Graduate from Collepe

Complate Graduate Study

TOTAL

1966-1972

Rlack o Yhite
1966 1972 Changa 1966 1972 Change

Neb ) N=22 N=443  N=422
--.--“.----%----I---I-----.----.--.---z------...
0.0 4.5 (+4.5) .5 1,2 +.7)
2.4 4.6 (+2.2) 9.2 14.0 (+4.8)
56.1 36.4 (-19.7) 36,3 3s.l (-1.2)
2.4 13.6 (+11.2) 9.5 8.8 (=.7)
24,4 31.8 (+7.4) 30.5 25,6 (=4 .9)
1’.- ___9__-_1‘ (‘5.6) 1‘..0 15!3 (+1|3)

100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0
X206.66 d.£.%5 P>.05  X2=10.66 d.f.=6 P.05

TABLE 2-1: Nistorical Channes in Educational Expoctations of Northeast

Alabama Boys: 1

Educational Level

Quit High School

Graduate from High School

Graduate from H.S. & Tech
School

Graduate from Jr. College

Graduate from Collene

Complete Graduate Study

TOTAL

=7, 39 d.{.=5 P205

966-1972
Black White
1966 1972 ghange 196¢ 1972 Change
N=18 N=23 N=412  N=43¢
----------- %f------ ----.------------%----------
0.0 131 (#13.1) 1.7 2.5  (+.8)
16,7 26.1 (+9.4) 14.3 21.0 (+6.7)
.6-6 2(’.1 ('18-3) 27.2 30-3 (+3-1)
16,7 4,3 (-12.,4) 15.8 . 9.1 (=6.7)
16.7 304 (+13.7)  29.6 26,2  (=3.4)
.___i-__i _____9‘:.(_)_ (-5-:)) 11-‘0 10-9 (-os)
100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
2 2

X"=15.23 d.f.=5" P<.0L

TABLE 2=2;
Alabuama gitls:

Educattomal Lavel

Qui. Nigh School

Graduate f{rem High School

Graduate from .8, & Tech,
School

Graduate from Jr. Colluepe

Graduate from Collepe

Complete Graduate Study

TOTAL

Historical Changes in Kducational Expectations of Northeast

1966-1972

Rlack White
1966 1972 Change 1966 1972 Change

N=41 N=22 N=463 N=424
------------ "/.--...--------n-------u---.."----------
2.4 0.0 (-2.4) 2,7 1.7 (-1.0)
2.4 0.0 (-2.4)  18.7  24.8  (+6.1)
58.6 45.5 (-13.1) 37.2 27.9 {(-9.3)
4.9 22.7 (+17.8) 11.1 11.0 (-.1)
24,4 31.8 (+7.4)  26.2  27.2  (41.0)
_13 o0 (-7.3) 4.1 1.4 (+3.3)

10000 TW.0 16070 10070
x297.54 d.£.25 13,05  X%=14.75 d.f.e5 P¢.02
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YAULE J=1: MWistorical Change in Antlciyatory Goal Deflections of Northeast
: Alabama Boye: 1900=1972
— ok White
Coal 19606 1972 Chonge 1906 1972 Change
_Deflecetion N=17 N=22 N=407 Nw4d)?
L L N R .
None 64.7 39.1 (=5.6) 63.4 68.4 (+3.0)
Positive 519 4.5 ('ll“) 6.7 4.) ('o‘)
+] (5.9) (4.5) (=1.4) (3.7) (2.7) (-1.0)
+2 (=) (=) (=) (1.0) (1.1) (+.1)
+) () (=) (=) (=) (.5 (+.5)
+4 ) ) ) (=) (*) ()
+5 ) ) - (=) () =)
Nepative 29.4 36.4 (+7.0) 3.9 27.) (=4.6)
-1 (5.8) (22.7) (+16.9) (18.9) (16.2) (=2.7)
-2 (11.8) (13.7) (+1.9) (6.4) (6.4) (O)
-3 (11.8) (-) (-11.8) (5.4) (3.4) (-2.0)
-4 (=) ) (=) (.7 ) (0)
-3 e TP & Qe o6 R of» By
TOTAL 100,0  100.0 100.0 100.0
X%e4.47 d.f.=4 P.05  X2#6.05 d.f.=k PY.05
TABLE 3-2: listorical Change in Anticipatory Goal Doflections of Northcast
Alabama Girls; 1966-1972
Rlack : Vhite
Gou 1 1966 1972 Change 1966 1972 Change
Peflection H=61 N=22 N=441 N=418
---------- .‘---------.--------—------7.---.----—.
None 73 2 63.6 (=9.0) 67.3 66.0 (-1.3)
POJ‘.:’\’O 7-3 13-6 ("‘6-3) 07 4-2 ("‘3-5)
+1 (2.4) (9.1) (+6.7) (.5) (3.1) (+2.6)
“2 (609) (") ('4-9) (u2) (07> (+.5)
+3 (-) (=) () (=) (.2) (+.2)
+4 (-) (4.5) (+.5) (=) (:2) (+.2)
+5 ) ) () () () -)
Nepat ive 19.5 22.8 (+3.3) 32.0 29.8 (=-2.2)
-1 (7.3) (18.2) (+10.9) (18.6) (23.7) (+5.1)
2 (7.3) () (~7.3)  (8.2) (4.1)  (=4.1)
-3 (4.9) (4.6) (-.3) (6.5) (1.2) (-3.3)
-4 (=) () (-) (.5) (.8) (+.3)
-5 ) (=) (=) (.2) _(0) (=.2)
- TOTAL 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
X%=7.59 d.f.=6 P>.05  x= 30.85 d.f.=3 P<.001
TABLE 4-1: listorical Changes in the Certainty of Educational Expectations
of Northieast Alabama Boys: 1966-1972
Rlack White
1966 1972 Chan,,e 1966 1972 Change
Certainty N=17 N=22 N=416 N=438
,  mmesmeseaoc A e b L LLLEE L hmmememcmen
(1) Very sure 17.7 18,2 (+.5) 29.8 30.1 (+.3)
(2) sure 29.4 40.9 (+11.5) 44,0 41.8 (-2.2)
(3) Not very sure 52.9  27.3  (-25.6) 19,5 19,9 (+.4)
(4) Uncervtain 0.0 9.1 (+9.1) 6.5 6.8 (+.3)
(5) Very undertoin 0.0 4,5 (+4.5 2 1. (+1.2)
TOTAL 100, 00.0 100.0 100.0
X2e4,32 d.f.=4 D05  X°=3,63 d.f.=4 P?.05




TABLE 4<2; liistoricul Changes in tha Cortainty of Kducationsl Expuctutions
of Northoaut Alabmnn Givis: 1966=1972
Rlack White —

1966 1922 Change 1960 1972 Changa
Cerratnty N=4l N=22 N=dtid  Nw4)9

........‘..x...'.-.-..'..'."."'"..‘.."......
(1) Very sure 19.5 40.9 (+21.4) 31.8 28.9 (-2.9)
(2) Sura 36.6 2227 (=13.9) 43.8 38.2 (=5.3)
(3) Not very sure 36.6 31.8 (-4.8) 19.1 22.0 (+2.9)
(4) Uncortain 4.9 4.6 (=.3) 4.9 9.9 (+5.0)
(5) Very undectain 2.4 _0.0 (=2.4) 7 1.0 (+.3)
TOTAL *100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

x223.93 d.f.% P05  x2410.57 d.f.=4 P<.03

TADLE 5-1: MHistorienl Changes in the Intensity of Educational Aspirations

of Northeast Alubama Boys: 19661972

Rank Importance

NOoOOWI LN e

TOTAL
Mean Score

Black _ White
1966 1972 Changa 1906 1972 Change
N=17 N=2] N=414  Nw=423
-----...--—z---------hn-vhn----.-.---z-...u-..--
47.0 38.1 (-8.1) 45.4 25.6 (-19.8)
11.8 14.3 (+2.5) 12,1 11.4 (=.7)
5,9 23.8 \+17|9> ' 9.’0 8.2 (-112)
5.9 4.8  (-1.1) 8.9 8.0 (=.9)
23.5 0.0 (-23.5) 8.9 11.8  (+2.9)
0.0 9.5  (49.5) 9.7 14.8  (+5.1)
5.9 9.5  (#3.6) _5.6 _20.2  (+14.6)
100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
2.71 2.81 2,75 3.94

TABLE 5-2;

of Northeast Alabama Girls: 1966-1972

Rank Importance

NOWUVMIDWN

TOTAL
Mean Score

Historical Changes in the Intensity of Educational Aspirations

Black White
1966 1972 Change 1966 1972 Change

N=40 N=21 N=441 N=416
------ e A LLL L L ELC L LT T TP TP R SRR
75.0 52.4 (-22.6) 52.8 43.0 (-9.8)
10.0 4.8 (=5.2) 16.3 16.3 (0)
2.5 9.5 (+7.0) 7.7 9.4 (+1.7)
2.5 143 (+#11.8) 5.9 7.8 (+1.9)
5.0 9.5 (+4.5) b.6 5.0 (+.4)
0.0 9.5 (+9.5) 7.7 6.5 (-1.2)
_5.0 0.0 (-5.0) 5.0 12.0 (+7.0)

100.0  100.0 100.0 * 100.0

1.73 2.52 2.36 2.83

TABLE 5-3:

of Northeast Alabama Boys: 1966-1972

Rank Importance

High (1, 2)
Intenncd{ate (3, 4, 5)
Low (6, 7)

W TAL

Historical Changes in the Intensity of Educational Aspirationg

Rlack White
1966 1972 Change 1960 1972 Changu
N=17 N=21 N=4l4  N=425
----------- z--------~-~——.-—----u--—-zn-—~--—~~-
58.8 52.4 (=6.4) 57.5 37.0 (-20.5)
35.3 28.06 (~6.7) 27.3 28.0 +.7)
5.9 19.0  (+#13.1) _15.2 _35.0  (+19.8)
00.0 100.,0 100.0 100,

X%=1,66  d.£.52 PY.ud

X%e51.52 d.£.22 PL.0UL




TADLE 5=4; Wistorical Changas 4n the Intansity of Cducstional Aupirations
of Northoast Alabama Givles 1966=1972

Rlock White
1966 1972 Change 1966 1972 Changa
Rank Importance N=40 N=2) _ N=44l  N=416
---I-I-I-II%III-I-IIIIII.IIII-II---IIZOI---I-I‘-
Wigh (1, 2) 85.0 57.2  (=27.8) 69.1  89.4  (=9.7)
Intenmncdiate (3, 4, S) 10.0 33.3 (+23.3) 18.2 22,1 (+4.0)
Low (G, 7) 5" _9.5 (.5) 2. 18.5 (+5.8)
TOTAL 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

x226.0 d.t.»2 PC.OS  X°%9.53 d.f.=2 Pe.01




