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ABSTRACT |

As part of the objective-based component of the
Statewide Fvaluation and Assessment Program, New Mexico school
districts have selected local priority objectives for the past 3
years. As a means of assessing the districts? progress toward
achieving these objectives, objective-based measures for tie most
'frequentlj chosen objectives are administered in each district in the,
spring semester of the school year. In a cont1nu1ng effort to keep
the public informed of the current activities within the Statewide
evaluation effort, this document has been prepared to explain the
manner in which school districts select and rate specific basic
cognitive skill objectives, describe any Statewide trends relating to
the objectives being selected as priorities, and provide the reader
~with a summary of this year's priority goals as compared to those of
the previous year. (Author/JF)




". ' In a éontinﬁed effort to Veep the-puh&ic'informed of
. the current activities within the statewide evaluatibn
effort,-this.documenﬁ has.beéh p;epared?with several pur-
poses in mind: o
| (a)  to explain‘fhe'manner in which séhoof districts
| select and rate specific basic cognitiyé skill
'objectiyes,
(b) toidescrihe.any statewide trends relating to the
objegtives bheing sélected_aé'priorities,
. .kc) to provide the reader with a summarf of this
| year's-priority.goals as compared'to nrevious

vear's priorities.

Should you have comments or cuestions regarding this, or-
other - aspects of the New Mex ico Statewide evaluation program,

'please contact:

Alan D, Morgan

State Director

Fvaluation, Assessment & Testing Unit
State Department of FEducation

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501 //
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OBJLCTIVE-BASED TESTING COMPONFENT

CCMPARISON OF PRIORITY
OBJECTIVES SELFECTFD BY LOCAL DISTRICTS

INTRODUCTION

«

'As a part of fﬁe objecﬁivé-based component. of the State-
wide Fvaluation and Assessment Program, New Mexico school
distficts have.selbgted local priofity objectives fof'the'
past three vears. As a means;of.assessinq the dié%riéts' ' o
progress toward achieving these ohjectives, bhjectivé-hased
measures for the most freauentlw chosenﬁobjéctives are
administered ip.each.distript.;p the spring semester of theé
~school véar.. Tt is planned that the priority objectives
~selected hv a‘district will he measured over a thrge—year
cycle‘period.
' The three-year éycle period vas established in 1969 by
Senaﬁé Bill'i which mandated that-onefthird of: thé schools in
Mevs Me#ico he evaluatea each year.. Operationally, this has

heen interpreted to meanr that each district must reconsider

.ites prioritv ohjectives at least once every three years.

BACKAROIND ;

As of 1072-73, all Néw_Mexjco,schobl districts had
éelected bricrLtv ohijectives at least one time. It should hg
noted that districts are not required to wait the three-year

: period hefore re-rankinq priority baéic ékill ohjéctjves.

ithin the objective-hased process, districts have the option of




ré-ranking'their priority ohjectives any vear; -this design
affords the prograh a- responsiveness to changing needs at,the-
local level as perceived bv each district'for itslstudents.
This flexibility is further increased hy the nature of _
the objective banks. These Sbjéctives were developed hy a
representative'samblé of 26 districts in the first year of
the program (1970-71). The objective banks consisted of bréad
skill objectiyes in féur cognitive skill areas: ’ﬁath, science,
commﬁnication Skills_and'sociai studies. The banks in each
area haveibeen reviewed and revised each year to inéorporate
the'sﬁggestions and recommendations received durihg the course
of the objectivefranking workshops, as well as those received
from the Stéte Départment of Fducation specialists lnveach.arégl ;
Career-education objectives were'édﬁed as a fifth'area in 1972-73.
The procedure for ranking ohjectives iﬁ each school dis-
trict is as follows: .a committee éomposed of about 30 people
(includiné teachersl students, parénts,-community representa-
°tives,'curricﬁlum.directors an& schooluadministratofs) is
appointed hy the sﬁperintendent or hié désignate. This group
is then divided into approximatgiy five teams of six peopie
[each. Fach team is seleqted tp'be'represenfative of tho entire A
éroup, that is, it ie composed of one téache.s, one student, one
péfent, and so forth. | .
.'Each of the five teams is given objective decks for one

) ]
area, such as science. Fach member of the team then sorts his

deck into three decks of cards, one for objectives that he feels

-~




are ahove average in importance for stﬁdents graduating from
that particular"district,‘enother for ohjectives that he feels
are aVerage.in_ionrtance, and .a third fnr_ohjectives that are .
helow.average in inportance. .éfter each team membéx completes
the sorting.process, a weight is assigned to each deck of oh-
jectives; a.weight of three is assigned for‘those individuql‘
objectives abOVe:averaqe in 1mportance, two for those of avwvage
1mportance and one for the below awerage ‘deck. These 1nd3v&dual
ratlnge are then recorded for each team member. It should be
emphasized that_each team membher's ratlnge carry ecual wmight,
whether that person hbe a student, superintendent, etc. -
"At this point in the rating workshop, the precess of con-
sensus beglns. The memhers of-each'team agree on a minimum of
‘flVe to a maximum of fifteen objectives which they percelve to
be the most important in that particular objective deck. When
~all five teams reech this consensus on the;skill area'they'are
rating, the objectiVe-decke are ekchanqed and each team begins
the process anew with another deck. In this manner, each team
rates all five okjective decks (qc1ence, csocial studies, etc.).
When all five areas have been ragod by all flVe teams, each
team selects a representative tc form a group of five people.
This final tedm'cempiles a list of the priority objectives for'

" the district, using the five team consensus:for each skill area.

The end prodict is a minimum of five to a maximum of 15 priority

objectives in each of the five skill‘arecas for the school district.




Thus, by utilizing this established procedure, 59 dis-
tricts selected their p?iority objectives in-1971-72, the
remaining 3¢ districts seleCted‘oBﬁectives in 1972-73 and,
finallyv, tﬁe eniqinal 26 districts re-ranked priorityﬁobjec-'
- tives in 1973{74. It_ehould‘%e‘neted that although there are
88 New Mekico‘school‘dietricts, the Albuquercue Public School
District —'due to size and geographic variance‘of_population,
is d;vided into three eeparate rating groups (6ne fer each of
the north, south and east areasg). .

| Fach year results of the ohjective—ﬁaeed workshops from
around the State afe taﬁulated and analyzed,.-The fifteen most
frequently selected ebjecfives in eéach of the five skill areas
form the base of a "common core." Itlis from ebis "common )
~core" that the ohjective-based meaeures_are,developed. The
results of the tabulations for the three-year cycle are con-
tained in the graphs presented in the attachments. _Chanqes
and revisions in the objective banks add a measure of complex- - N
ity in the comparability of results‘from_vear to year. For
example, some 1971-72 objectives were found te be redundant
- and were, therefore, combiﬁed within a'single ohjective fof 1072~
73. 1In other cases,'a few 1971-72 ohjectives were regarded as .
bheing too'hread, end were broken down into two or more different
objectives for 1972-73, In several instances, oﬁjeetives that
were not selected by any district for several vears were dele-
‘fed, while new objectives vere added to the banks in 1972-73

and 1973-74. These changes (subsuming and deieting ohjectives)

are made infrequently, and onlv when sufficient justification




wérrants such é change in £he statewide bhasic slills objective.
. hank. As all Qistricts-have-now rated oquctives, a process
of Stabilizétion will be more likelv to occur in the objective
kank, alﬁhouqh thé hanks.=will be.reviewed'yeénly'for édequacy.
As pIeYiOUSl§~menti0ned, éareér education was:added as ;_
fifth skKill érea for 1972-73. Only eight ohjectives were in
this deck in 1972-73, ard two objectives becaﬁe additions to the
deck in 1973-74, Due to the small number of objectives, many
schools‘seleéted all of these ohjectivas as pricrities. ' There-
fore, in order to determine some priorities in the ca?eef educa-
tion area on a statewide haéis, each district was renuested to
list théir tinal selection bf'carae} education objectives in
raﬁk o?der; that is,“the most important first, the second most
importaﬁt objective‘second, aﬁd so on.. In this wav, a weight
could he assigned.to each ohjective in this area, and a deter- .
mination ©f the importance of each thectiVO could he méde on -

a statetride hasis.,

SKILL AREM PPIORITIFS:

]

f <

The following five sections of this document elahorate on
"the types of hasit skills selected statewide as important goals

for Mew Hexico's children.

Mathematics Prioritics

]

Of top prioritv in the area og\mathcmatics for all “hree
- vears werc the ohjectives cemvhasizing the ahility to perform

numerical operations of addition, surtraction, multiplication




and division witH the set of natural numhers, real numhers
and with fractions, decimals and percents. Selections for .

. . _ _ o _
1972-73 and 1973~74 strongly favored an ohjective emphasizing

- the ability to use fundamental mathematical ‘operations in

every dav situations. Of equal importance was an ohijective

concerned with understanding the place value of numerical

figures. In .the i973-74 priority seleqtiohs,,districts were
ébncgrned with tﬁe use of arithmetic in snlving work brpblems;
Although the mathematical selecticns for the three-year period -
were basically consistent, some movement can be observéd frém
the emphasis on maéhematjcal cohceots to the practical appiiéa—
tlon of mathematical concepfs. The 1973--74 qelectlons included '

more objectlves empha5121ng the pragmatic usaage of mathematlcal <

skills.

Communication Skills Priorities ..

Priority selec£ions have remained réasonably constant QV?§
the three=-year. period in the communication skills area. Objeé;
tives emphasizing the understanding of oral communication, the
ability to use the library to locate matériais and, finally;
effective usage of reference materials, were of top priority for
all three years. Selections in Both 1972-73 and 1973-74 alég
favored ahilities ;n utilizing the standard mechanics of writ-~

ing, and skills reauired to understand and use parts of hooks and

textbooks aides to locate information. Tt is interesting to note

that priority objectives for all three vears emphasized practical




SPiiis (particularly in the arca of writing and research);
Although the o}jectlveq concerned with- readlng aoprec1atlnn
and readlnq skills were 1ncluded 1n thé top fifteen objevtlveb
for all tnree years, these ohjectives were appa;ently of se-
‘condarv importance. In :he communication skills area, the
‘selection of priority objeétives ihdiqated that skills were

?favored over content knowledgc.

Qcience Prlorltles ‘ : ‘ .

fuch of the variance evident in the selection of nrlorlty
science objectives.over the thfee-vear_period,mav_be gttributed
to the revision within the objective bants, and to the number
of addltlons to the science hant. Two hjpctlvps emerged as
top nrlorltles for the three vears. These objectives are cop=-
cerned with the need for upﬂerstandlnq graphs, tébles, charts
a1d diaérams, and- with thn understanding of the conéepts of
growth, development and life cycles of living things.' In the
1972-73 and l973—?4.selection$, an ohjective emphasizing knpw-
ledge of the basic boncepts of ecology was stressed. The ob-
‘Jjective selectiors.in the science area demonstrated a marlked
emphaclq on understanding hroad concents and theories. Tor
example, the scionti;ic ohjectives selected as priorities ranqge
from a broaa uhderstandinq of the universe to an understanding.
of the smallest life svstem. Withlthe addition of two new
' ohiectives in 1973 74 Onallnq w1fh the basnc anatomv and phv;

sioloq oF-the human bodv and the bhasic concepts of nutrition,

the trend is movirg to a practical understarding of the immediate




~

world as it applies daily. Thus, within the science area, con-
.tent and theoretical knowledge is emphasized as being more impor-.
tant for New México children than is the mastery of specific

scientific skills.

Social Studies Priorities

Alth0ugh rany common objectives appeared in the top fif-
“teen éateqory for the threehyear‘bériod'in the social studiés
area, no single objebti§e was f;vored as a top priority. Three
objectives were favored in the‘last several years as importaht
concepts for children in this State; one is in the aréa”of under-
}staﬁding the differences and likenesses among Qarious economic
svstems, the other hphasizes the abjl}ty to locate and organize
information} and f@nally, a thi;d'is concernea with the 'inder-
 standing of the nature and'fuﬁ?tion of state g6vernment in New
Mexico. Pfiority-objecfives for 1971-72 were concerned w?th
understaﬂdingithe cultural development of MNew Mexico and how
territérial acquisition affected the makeup of New Mexico, the
ability to.recogﬂize bias and other emotional factofs.wﬁiCh }n—
fluence lghguage, and with understanding the cffects -of geograpﬁy
on. national developmént, international.relatibns and the distri-
bution of power. ) . ' | .

1972-73 priorities, emphasized understanding the éontribu-
tions of imbortant historical documents and understanding the '
rights and responsibiltities of consﬁmers.' Finallv, the selection
of priorities in 1973-74 dembnstrated a concern with understand-

ing how individual value systems chanae as conditions chanae,

A

®,




~

understanding the paliticai struéture of the United States: and
finally, the ability to analvze an.arqument and evaluate its
coqponent péits. The variance in oﬁﬁectiye selections over the
thr;;-year period is evident; objectiveéhéipes in the first
year demonéﬁrated a somevhat 1pca;1§46rientéd attitude with
primary emphas%s on New Mexico. Althq&?h 1972-73 and 1973-74
priorities indicated a need for understanding the local in-
fluences and situations, the trend is beginning to favor less
'specialization and more,emphasis-bh general concepts in tﬁe area

~

of nolitics, ecoromics and socioloav,

Career Fducation Priorities . - L .

Prioritv selections in the areéqu.caréer-education-were
comparabte for hothr 1972-73 and 10973=74, The top priority ob-
jective for both vears emphasized an arpreciation of the per-
scnal ard social significance of'work.u 1072-73 second apd
third ranPing nriorities indicated}school districfs were .con-
cerned with the students' abilitv tohméke an'occupationgl
decision about possihle careers agé appreciating what is required
to hold a jobh and bh: advanced irn an 6¢cﬁpation. These two
latter ohjectives dropped to a rank of fourth and fifth in 1973-
74, where the .emphasis moved from the théoretical appreciation
of the world of work to the practiéal anWIedge of actually
Fnowina how Fo apnlvy fof a jobh ané-makinq decisions on selecting
and praparina for an occumation. Again, the trend of movina

ffom,thn concept to the practical =kill can be observed. It

.might be noted that the two new ]073-75'ohipctives in the areas
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of awareness of the generalr occupational situation in HNew
Mexico and nationwide were rated as 8th and 10th priorities

respectively. 1

- SJMMARY OF PRIORITY SFELECTIONS: : '

The ohject:ve priority selections were geﬁerallv comparable
for the last three years in the, areas of ma£hematics and commu-
nications skills. In 5qth of these areas;‘praétical skills are
emphasized over the mastery of theory or concept knowledge.
District séledtioﬁs demonstrate a concern for student abilitv
and ekpertise in practical knowledge skills and Roiutioﬁs to
préhlems common to daily living.

\More'varianceucan be noted in the science and sociélf
studies areas, but as previously mentioned, this may be due to
the number of revisions in the ohjective banks. The selection
trends in these two areas also demonstrate a concern for stu-
dent understanding and aBility to cobe with evervday problems.

However,.the concept‘approach is emphasized more than the
masterv of specialized skills. |

Finall?, the.Selections'in the career educationlarea were
consistent for the two-vear veriod. It appears as if the people
of New Mexico are most concerned with their childfen reCeiQing
the skil}s necessary t6 actuallv secure a jor, as well as
attaining a personal appreciation for the value bF wak.

All of the objective priority selections appear to strivé
in the direction of a commor goal - providing the student with

the vital skills and necessar rnovledge to adequatelv cope




‘with the contemporary world. Howefully, educators in New
Mexico will adhere to this goal, and having selected cognitive
- skill objectives_ondwhich t6 base an instructional program,

_education will he more oriented toward skills wihich are

nractical and meaningful for-children in New Mexico.
. N 4
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Results for Mathematics
as Shown in Graph 1.

In génetal, comparable choices. of priority 6bjectives appear
-to have been made for the three years. Fifteen objectives
sélgcted in 1972-53 were repeated in 1973-74 seléétigné; |
thirteen objectives selected in 1371-72 were repeated in 12
objectives selected in 1972-73. (Two of the 1971-72 objec-
tives were combined into one objective for 1972-73.) Fou¥
of the five most ftequently chosen onectiveé in 1972-73
were repeated in the top five objective choices in }973474;
in addition the top five objective choices for 1971-72 and .
1972-73 were identical. One of the top 15 objectives for
1972-73 was chosen frequently enough in 1973-74 to advance

into the top five category. This objective (1032) deals

with solving word problems that require the use of arithmeti¢

on whole qumbets,'fractions and decimals.




(1001)

(1003)

(102n)

(1019)

(1032)

TOP FIVF ORJECTIVER 'IN MATHEMATICS
1973=74

STUDENTS WILL PFRFORM NUMERICAL CPERATIONS OF

ADDITION, SUBTRACTION, MULTIPLICATION, AND

DIVISINI WITH THE SET OF NATURAL NUMBERS*,

*NATURAL NUMBFRS are numbers 1, 2, 3, etc.

¢

STUDENTS WILL PERFORM NUMFRICAL OPFRATIONS OF
ADDITION, SUBTRACTYON, MULTIPLICATION, AND

DIVISION WITI' FRACTIONS, DFCIMALS, AND PERCFNTS.

STUDENTS WILL DEMONSTRATF ABILITY TO USE FUNDA-
MENTAL MATHFMATIC.CPERATIONS IN EVERY DAY SITUA-
TIONS; e.é?, he able to solve consumer prdblems.
STUDFNTS WILL UNDERSTAND DLACF VALUE; e.g., in
1531 the number 1 is in the place value of the
huﬁéreds, ;he digit 2 is in the place value of

/

the tens, etc. \ ' ]

. STUDENTS WILL SOLVF WORD PROBLEMS THAT REOUIRE

THF USE OF ARITHMFTIC NN WHOLF NUﬂBERS, FRACTIONS,

ANﬁ DECIMALS; e.g., if one tenth of the eighty-

five member band is ill on thé day of the ball game,
and another tenth is ineligible because of their
grades, how many members would be able to partici—

pate? :




¢
COMPARISON OF THE 15 MOST FREQUENTLY CHOSEN OBJECTIVES
BY PERCENTAGE OF DJSTRICTS
Graph #1, Mathematics »

Objective Number
o

1001

1003
. /\\
1.20

1019

1032

1006

1021

1015

1030

1011

1034

1002

1012

1028

" 1005

, % 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 9 100
S 1073-74 (26 districts) #New Objective in 1973-74

B 1972-73 (32 districts) **New Objective 1.4 1972-73

OO  1971-72 (59 districts)_ #k%0hjective not'in top 15 in 1972-73

. *rikObjective not fn top 15 in 1971-72




Results for Communication Skills
as Shouwn in Graph 2.

<

The ﬁop 15 objectives are compéfable fof allhthree yéars.
Thirteen of the top 15 objectives selected in 1972-73 were
repeatéd in 1973-74; tweive of the top 15 objectives selected
in 1971=-72 were repeated in 1973-74. The five most frequently
chosen objectives in 1973;74 were.identicél.tb those top five
objectives selected in 1972-73; these same objectives were
‘also in the top five category in 1971-72, although the-ordér
ofnthe'prioriths was somewhat~different. Two 1972-73 apd
two 1971-72 objectives were no longer included’'in the fifteen
most frequently selected objectives for 1973-74,. Two other
objectives, one emphasizing}a#kgoyledge-oﬁlspél{ing, sylla- .
bication rules and word anal<sis skills, the othet concerned
with the multiple meaninés'of English worés, were chosen |

frequently enough to advance into the top 15 category for the

1973-74 year.

,
e




(2001)°

- (2013)

15014)

(2015)

(2032)

"

TOP FIVE OBJECTIVES IN COMMUNICATION,SKILLS e

1973-74

o

4
THE STUDENT WILL UNDERSTAND AN ORAL COMMUNICATION
(LISTENING COMRPREIENSION); e.g., grasp the main

ideas;  recognize sequence of ideas, supporting

details; recognize. assumptions and conclusions.

by
A

THE STUDENT WILL UNDERSTAND AND USE PARTS OF BOOKS
AND TEXTBOOKS AIDS TO LOCATE INFORMATION; e.g.,
table of contents, index, glossary, appendices,

guide words, section headings, etc.

THE\STUDENT WILL BE ABLE TO USE THE LIBRARY (CATA-

LOGING SYSTEM) TO LOCATL NEEDED.MATERIALS.

THE STUDENT'WiLL USE EFFICIENTLY APPROPRIATE RE-
FERENCE MATERIALS TO ‘LOCATE INFBRMATION; 8.9.,
selects a dictionary, encyclopedia, atlas, newspaper,
etc., that would prévide most efficiently the in-

i
formation desired.

TIIE STUDENT WILL DEMONSTRATE AQILITY TO USE STANDARD

MECHANICS OF WRITING; e.g., punctuation, capitali-

zation.




COMPARISON OF THE 15 MOST FREQUENTLY CHOSEN OBJECTIVES
BY PERCENTAGCE OF DISTRICTS
X . ' Graph #2, Communicaction Skills

Objective Number

" . 2013,

. ' 2014

I

,
£
“ o0 10 720 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100
WIQH-?A (26 districts) ‘ . *New Objective in 1973-74 )
Mvnz-n (32 districts) . #hNew Objective in 1972-73 .
11971-72 (59 districts) *k%0bjective not in top 15 in 1972-73
[:RJ}:  . . kkt%0bjective not in top 15 in 1971-72

¢ 0w ' . .




Results for Science
as Shown in Graph 3.

Twelve of the fiﬁteen'mogt freduently selected objectives

for 1972-73 were repeated in 1973-74; nine of the fifteen
most frequently selectedlobjecti§es for 1971-72 were repeated
in 1973-74, It should be noted that in 1972-73, fourteen |
1971-72 objectives were coﬁbineq into six broader objectives;
fourteen objectives were thus subsumed ;nto six objectives;
and these six objectiveé were selected.in the top 15 category

in both 1972-73 and 1973-74,

Two of the top five objectives in 1975-73 were repeéted'in
1973-74. The three newly selected objectives in the top five
category emphasize éhe contributions of scientists to society,
the basic concepts of nutritidn and the understéndiﬁg of the
basic anatomy and pﬁysiology of the human body;' The latter
two objectives were new additions to the objective. bank in
sciénce. Another 1973-74 addition that appears in the top

15 category is concerned with the ability to change from

English to metric units and vise versa.



(3015)

(3018)

(3013)

(3017)

o

(300€)

.

TOP FIVFE OBJECTIVES IN SCIENCF

1973-74 ' .

THF STUDFNT WILL APPRECIATFE THE CONTRIBUTIONS .
SCIFENTISTS HAVE .MADE TO SOCIFTY; such as in medicine,
health, industry, comfort, cconomics, and those

areas where scientists have not made positive contri-

butions.

' ' ‘ '
TEE STUDEMT WILL UNDEBSTAND THE BASIC CONCEPTS QF

NUTRITINN.

THE STUDENT WILL UNDERSTAND THE CONCEPTS OF GROWTH,

DFVELOPMENT, AND LIFF CYCLFS OF LIVING THINGS; e.q.,

the changes from seed to fullgrown plant, egg to

adult, and the steps in hetween.

THF STUDFNT WILL UMDFRSTAND THE BASIC AMNATOMY AND.

PHYSINLOGY NOF THE PFUMAN BODY. -

' ' .

THE STUDENT WILI, DFMONSTRATE AM UNDERSTANDING NF
GRAPHS, TAELES, CHARTS, AND DIAGRAMS; e.g., reading
from given information recorded, and peossible stating

the interpretations in mathematical eentunces.
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COMPARISON OF THE 15 MOST FREQUENTLY CHOSEN OBJECTIVES
' BY PERCENTAGE OF DPISTRICTS -

Graph

#3, Science

Objective Number

OO
o 0 e o

L3015 RN,

3018

#Te 4 0 s ea’e
. BEICIEN]

3017

3006

3007

3005

3001

3012

3o16

LIRS
O

3008 S8 St

3014

3002

coele eTl"
(R I XY

LS
(3 *

Xy 0

R RN

v e e e

0
“
RESOARAARK RIS

OO

“ele’e’ae"e
DOOOS

—

DO

10

1973-74 (26 districts)
1972-73 (32 districts)
1971-72 (59 districts)

20 .

30 40 50 60

*New Objective
**New Objective

**k0bjective not
#xneUbjective not

in
in

in
in

70 80

1973-74
1972-73




¥ Results for Social Studies
as Shown in Graph 4.

Ten df the fifteen'mdst frequénﬁly chpseh objebtiQes iﬁ 1971-72
_ahd 1972-73 were repeated in tﬁe 1973-74 selections.» Howéver, B
only one of the top five objectives selected in 1972-73eand in |
1971-72 was agaiﬁ chosen in 1973-74, and this objecﬁiQe was
concerneﬁ with q‘perstanding the differences and likenesses
aﬁong v;;ious economic systems.‘
The.objective of first,priority.f?r the 1973-74 years emphasizes
understandiné the nature and function of state government in
New Mexico. _This 5bjective.was not included in the'tOp 15 cate-~

. ' ' gofy'for either 1972-73 or 1971-72. The objective second ih

- priority for 1973<74 émphégizes'ﬁnderstanding'how'individuak
value systems change as conditions change. This objective was
not in the top 15 category for 1972-73, althoﬁgh it was included
in the 1951-72 selections’ Included in the 15 most fréquentlyh
chosen objectives for 1972-73 and 1971-72 (but not included in
the ‘top five priority ratings) was an objective deéling"with
the ability to analyze and evaluate an argument; this objective

was included in the toﬁ five selections for 1973-74.

Finally, a 1973-74 addition to the social studies objective
bank was an objective in the area of demonstrating and under-
standing the political structure in the United States. This
objective was'rahked in the top ffbe,selections for 1973-74.
" A second addition to the 1973-74 objective bank which ranked in '
the top 15 category was an objective emphasiéing.the under-

standing of the historical debelopment,of the United States.




(4012)

(4002)

(4042)

(4021)

(4025)

TOP FIVE OBJECTIVES IN SOCIAL STUDIES

1973-74 - -

STUDENTS WILL DEOMONSTRATE AN.UNDEKSTANDING OF THE
NATURE AND FUNCTION OF STATE GOVERNMENT IN NEW
MEXICO, AS WELL AS OF ‘TKE ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL
DIVISIONS OF THE STATE; e.g., the New.Mexic6 Legis-
lature consists of a.sgﬁaté and a Hduse of Represen-

tatiVes; the primary source of funding for education

in New Mexico comes from state sources.

»

STUDENTS WILL DEMONSTRATE AN UNDERSTANDING OF HOW

INDIVIDUAL VALUE SYSTEMS QHANGE AS CONDITIONS CHANGE;
e.g., the threat of overpopulation has changed

society's attitude towards large families.

STUDENTS WILL DEMONSTRATE AN UNDERSTANDING OF 'THE
POLITICAL STRUCTURE OF THE UNITED STATES; e.g., two-

party system, the Constitution, federalism, etc.

STUDENTS WILﬁ DEMONSTRATE -AN UNDERSTANDING OF THE
DIFFERENCES AND LIKENESSES AMONG VARIOUS ECONOMIC
Lt LY
SYSTEMS; e.g., free ‘enterprise, Socialism, Cormunism.
STUDENTS WILL BE ABLE TO ANALYZE AN AKGUMENT AND .
EVALUATE ITS COMPONENT PARTS; e.q., distinguish

between fact and opinion in a speech.




COMPARISON OF THE 15 MOST FREQUENTLY CHOSEN OBJECTIVES

BY PERCENTAGE OF DISTRICTS
Studies

wraph #4, Social
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kesults for Career Education
‘as Shown in Graph 5.

Career Education was first included in the evaluation program
in 1972-73; this was a "field-test" year for Yoth the objectives
and the test instruments. 1In 1973-74 these objectives were

reviewed and revised based upon the reactions received in the

1972-73 year.

~In 1972-73 there-were_on;y eight career education objectives
and many districts selected all of'them. " Each district was
requested to seléct the objectives in rank oxder.: In the
analysis of the selectxonsr a weight was assxgned to each
objectxve accordxng to its rank order, e. g., 8 for the. fxrst
ranking, 7 for a second raqung, and so on. The total weight
of each objective was then graphed. In 1973-74 two additional
objectives were added to the career education objective bank;
these objectiwves weré concérned with an awareness of the general
occupatxonal situatxon in New Mexico and 1n the nation. Again,
the districts were requested to select the objectlves in rank

order and the results were then assigned a v2aight and graphed.

';n the 1973-74 selections, a weight of 10 wgs assigned for the
.first ranking, 9 for a second ranking, and so on. The fankingv
of the quectives_was.comparable for both years. The top 5
selected obﬁectives for Soth 1972;73 and 1953-74 are identical,
although the order~of_priority is different. The most highly
ranked"objectivé for both years was an objective emphasizing

the appfeciation of the personal and social significance of
[ K




work. The second and third ranking ohjectives for 1972-73,

which are concerned with the'student taking important steps

R during the high school career in ordér to help make an occu-

pational decision about possible careers,and with the under-

standing of what is required to hold a job and be advanced

.in an occupa;ioh, vere rankéd fourth and fifth in 1973-74.

Ohbjectives emphasizing the knowledge of how to apply for a

job 'and how to make appropriate décisiohs about preparing for

and selecting an occupation were ranked second and third in

the 1973-74 priority selections. _ . : ‘ '




TOP FIVE OBJECTIVES IN CAREER EDUCATION

1973-74

(5001) THE STUDENT APPRECIATES THE PERSONAL ANb SOCIAL "_
.SIGNIFIéANCE,OF WORK; e.gs, has a positive attitudé
toward preparing for an occupation; believes that
work leads to benefits for him such as security
and interpersonal contacts; realizes the importance

of work in our society.

(5007) THL 'STUDENT KNOWS HOW TO APPLY FOR A JOB; e.g.,
makes inquiries, reads advertisements, completes
job application forms, knows how to conduct him-

self during interview,

(5002) THE STUDENT IS ABLE TO MAKE APPROPRIATE:‘'DECISIONS

| ABOUT PREPARING FOR AND SELECTING AN OCCUPATION;
e.g., knows various kinds (and sources) of infofma
tion; knows-ordef in which various sources should
be consulted; knows relative value of differeﬁt
sources - which sources are more important and
reliable for different occupational planning acti~
vities.

(5008) THE STUDENT KNOWS AND APPRECIATES WHAT IS REQUIRED
'TO HOLD A JOB AND BE ADVANCED IN AN OCCUPATION; e.g.,
doing tne job well, seeking extra responsibilities,

further training, punctuality, etc.




(5006) THE STUDENT HAS PURPOSBFULLY TAKEN IMPORTANT STEPS
DURING H.IS' 6R HER HIGH SCHOOL CAREER- IN ORDER TO —
HELP MAKE ;\N\ OCCUPATIONAL DECISION ABOUT POSS-IBLE
ICAREERS: e.g., consulted various sources of infor- -
mation, obtained available high school training for
éareer he might be coﬁsidering, possibly held part

time jobs, etc. : ' ' B




WEICHTED RANK ORDER OF OBJECTIVES
Graph #5, Career Education

Objective Number
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