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ABSTRACT

The course examines the tools, materials, and basic
principles used in reupholstering furniture. Techniques involved in
using equipment, dismantling furniture, constructing the foundation,
paking the muslin cover, planning and preparing the platfora and
covering, and attaching loose wood panels are some of the operatioms
dealt with in the course. The vocational, as well as home, use of
these skills is explored. Available to all high school seniors, it is
recosmended that Wood FPinishing, Industrial Arts--5874.04 be
considered as an extension of the course. The guide is organized
according to behavioral goals with instructional material coordinated
under the headings: suggested content ideas, learning opportunities,
and resources. The 36-page appendix offers illustrations of each step
in the upholstering process, a guide to upholstery eguipment, and
other procedural guidelines. (Author/mMW)
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COURSE DRCCRIPTION

This course examines the tcools, materials and basric principles uscd in
reupholstering furniture. Techniques involved in using equipment,
dismantling furniture, constructing the foundation, making the nmslin
cover, planning and preparing the platform and covering and attaching
loose wood panels will be practiced. The vocational, as well as hiome,
use of these skills will be explored,

CCURSE ENROLLMENT GUIDELINES

This course should be made available to all senior high school boys apd
sirls who are interested in obtaining and developing skill in reupholvtering
furniture. Wood Finishing (Industrial Arts 5874.04) is a recommended
extension of this course.

RATIONALE

The art of reupholstering is one of the easiest methods of re juvensting old
furniture, of adding color and fresh beauty to the home, and yet most people
are afrald to try it. Many home sewers will aggressively make a slip cover,
but hesitate at a jobh that involves such tools as hammer and tacks to work
along with the thread and needle., By learning a few tricks of the trade the
homemaker may progress from making slipcovers to reupholstering footstools
or pad seats for dining room chairs, upholstered chairs, sofas, outdoor
benches, studio couches and bed headboards either for personal use or for
gainful employment.

FOREWORD

This course of study has been developed by teachers as part of an effort to
make Home and Family Education more meaningful and interesting to students.
It is net intended to be a prescription for teaching, but rather an aid to
the teacher in mecting the objectives. The wealth of activities and resources
arc intended to be examples from which the teacher can select those that best
reet the needs of the students. To facilitate continuity it is recommended
that the teacher be selective in choosing activities, hut maintain all
objectives within the course. Where content idcas are given, they are
intended to be general notes and suggestions from the vriter(s) to the
teacher to further explain objectives and activities. This first cdition {is
2 horking Copy and it is hoped that the teacher will note ruggested changes
and additions while using it in order to aid in future revision. This course
ol c¢tudy was developed under the direction and leadership ~f Mr. .arth» Lee
La Creix, Consultant, and Mrs. Betty “lorrow, Teacher-Coordinator, liome and
Family Zducation. If the teacher has not had prior experience or training
in the area, it {s recommended that course #876, Dade County Adult Home

. Economics, be taken before teaching this course.
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MAJOR GOALS

1. The student will use the techniques, skills and manipulative
. processes of reupholstering.

2. The student will develop the techniqﬁes of good workmanship
- when reupholstering furniture,

3. The student will reupholster a used pfece of furniture.

BEHAVIORAL QUTCOMES
The student will be able to:

1. Select and safely use the correct tools, materials and
equipment necessary for the chosen project.

2, Dismantle a chair, measure, stretch and tack webbing to the
frame.

3. Explore the basic construction techniques which involve the
springs and burlap foundation.

4, Stuff the muslin cover, choose the proper fabric cover and
cover the chair.

5. Plan and prepare the platform cover.

6. Cover and attach loose wood panels, select and apply trimmings
and skirt and make cuchions.




COURSE CONTENT

1.

IT.

Classification of upholstery work

A. The pad seat Bt
B, The tight-spring seat

C. The overstuffed seat

Selection of tools, materials, equipment and project

A,

i

Hand tools

1. Type and size of hand tools

2. Function and purpose of each tool

3. Importance of quality

4, Care and storage of tools

Basic materials

I. Type and size of materials

2. Function and purposes of materials

3. Importarce of quality

4, Cost

Sewing machine

1. Theory and technique of operation and making adjustments
?. Size and type needles

3. Care of machine

4, Care and storage of all machine supplies and safety precautions
Button machine

1. Types of button machine:s

?. Types of attachments and dies used

3. Theory and techniques of operation and making

4, Care and storage of supplies with machine

5. Importance of accuracy when using the machine

6. Methods used in assembling work

7. Safety precautions

Cushion machine

1. Techniques of operation, checking the machine for use, metal

cushion box, plunger, mechanical power and foot lever

2. Correct way to strip cushion cover over metal box

3. Advantages of mechanical power

4, Care and storage of the machine

5. Safety precautions

Upholsterer's bench

1. Types of benches

?. Function and purpose of the bench

3. Correct way to adjust bench

4, Care and storage of bench

5. Safety precautions

Safe work practices

1. Holding tools correctly

2. Keeping work area clean

3. Lifting heary objects correctly

4, Keeping face away from springs

5. Connecting, grounding and using electrical equipment with caution
6. Handling needles with care

7. Avoiding splinters in old furniture

€. Keeping tcols and supplies on table

9. Avoiding loose clothing
10, Depositing waste materials quickly
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ITI. Dismantling furniture '-wfgﬂxf

A,

Learnirg to dismantle furniture

l. advantages and disadvantages

?. Function of hand tonle

3. Purposce of rerioval of tacks and fabric from frame

. Selection of suftable materials for ropair
. Parts to be renewed, repaired and redesigned
6. TIuportance of good workmanship

7. Work and safety precautions

webbing

¥

l. Technigques in stretching webbing
2. Functions of hand tools

3. Methods used in tacking

4. Purposes of stretching webbing

Techniques used in tacking
Checking the furmiture frame
Techniques of measuring webbing
work precautions

.
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IV. Basic construction

A,

Springs and spring edges
1. Placing and fastening springs to webbing
a. Techriques of installation
b. Hand tools used
¢. Importance of spacing springs
d. Accuracy and techniques used in seving springs
2. Selecting springs
a. Correct ways to select right side of spring
h. Selection of type spring
c. Importance of right gauge
3. Tying springs
a. Purpose of tying springs
b. Techniques and skills of tying a siip knot
¢. Techniques and methods used in directional tying
¢. Function and purpose of eight-way tying
. Describing various types of springs
a. Sizes, shapes and types of each
b. Proper resiliency of sprinss
¢. Function and purpose
Burlap foundations
1. Attaching burlap
a. Techniques of measuring
b. Importance of handling burlap preperly
(1) Accuracy in cutting and sewing burlap
(2) Purpose of hand sewing
(3) work precautions
2. Learning to slip-tack the burlap
a. Methods used in baste slip-tacking
b. Techniques in handling burlap
¢. Purpose of slip-tacking
Burlap rolled edge
. Tools, materials and equipment used
. Techniques and methods used
Function and purpeose of the rolled edge
Necessity of precision work
. Work precautions

"
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V. Muslin cover

l. Stuffing the cover

a.
b.
c.
d.

Techniques in handling materials
Purpose and function of muslin cover
Principles of construction

Work precautions

2. Adjusting the stuffing for sewing

a,
b.
c.
d.

Methods used in adjusting stuffings
Principles invelved in shaping
Purpose of hand stitching

Work precautions

B. Fabric cover
1. Choesing proper fabric cover

a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.

Selecting correct fabric for use
Function and purpose of texture
Advantages of colorfast fabric
Types of weaves

Analyzing quality

Analyzing value and cost

2. layout plan

a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

Purpose and principles involved in layout plan
Types and uses8 of fabric

Special handling required for each type of fabric
Disadvantages of using special weave materials
Work precautions

VI. Fabric platform cover

A. Planning and preparing the platform cover
1. Types of platforms

a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
£.

Advantages of preparing materials to conform
Types of platforms used

Size of platform used

Techniques and methods to make required platform
Accuracy required

Work precautions

2., Adjustment uf materials to conform with platform

a.
b,
C.
d.

e.
f‘

Principles involved in layout pian
Steps involved in construction work
Shapes »~f platforms used

Accuracy required

Selection of materials

Wock precautiomns

3. Constructive sewing

a.
b,
C.
d.
e.
f.
£.

Types of seamns

Size of seams used in upholstery
Selection of type seams to be used
Techniques and methods used to make seams
Shapes and finishes of seams

Accuracy required

Work precautions

. Cutting covers to fit post corners
1. Post corner cut

a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
£.
g.

Types of corners

Size of corner

Selaction of type to be used

Techniques and methods used to shape the post cut
Shapes of post corners used

Accuracy required

Work precautions 3
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2. Kinds of post corners Sy *"&A“Lt
a. Purpose and function of post corners
b. Purpose of checking right and wrong post corners
¢. Principles of construction
d. Work precautfons
(1) Accuracy in cutting
(2) Accuracy in sewing and gimp trim
3. Post corner pleats
8. Techniques of handling pleats
b. Work precsutions
(1) Accuracy i{n cutting
(2) Accuracy in pleating ma”<rial to form a "V"

AR

VII. Covering and attaching loose wood panels

A. Panel planning and preparing
1. Selection of arm panels
a. Types of arm panels
b. Size of panels
c. Selection of materials to be used
d. Techniques and methods used to make arm panels
e. Shapes of arm paunels used
f. Work precautions
2. Panel fitting
a. Purpose and function of panel
b. Techniques and methods used
c. Work precautions
(1) Accuracy in measuring
(2) Accuracy in stuffing
(3) Accuracy in fitting and tacking
B. OQOutsides and trimmings
1. Trimming
8. Selection of trim finish
b. Function and purpose of trimming
¢. Accuracy required
d. Kinds of trimmings used
e. Advantages of usfing trimming
2. Ornamental tacks
a. Techniques and skills of handling hand tools
b. Work precautions
(1) Accuracy i{n spacing
(2) Accuracy in styling
(3) Accuracy {n tacking
3. Cardboard tacking strips
a. Purpose and function of cardboard tacking strips
b. Techniques of handling materials
c¢. Importance of following definite procedure in attaching
outside tacking strips
d, Work precautions
4. OQutside biind slip-tacking
a. Techniques and skills used in handling tools
. b. Importantce of selecting right type and s{ze of needle to fit
msaterial weight
c¢. Technliques of slip-tacking
d. Work precautions
e. Purpose and function of blind sewing




Pleated skirts and dust covers
. Measuring the skirt
. Size and shape of skirt
b, Techniques of layout plan
¢. Work precautions
(1) Accuracy in measurements
(2) Accuracy {n styling
2. Sewing the pleated skirt
a. Techniques and methods used to make a pleated skirc
b. Advantages of preparing materials to conform with skirt
¢. ‘Vork precautions
(1) Accuracy in stitching
(2) Accuracy in marking and cutting
(3) Accuracy in box pleating
d. Purpose of welt seam finish used
Making cushions
1. Measuring the cushion
a. 8Size and shape of the cushion
b. Techniques of layout plan
c. Types of equipment used
d. Measure accurately
2. Finishing the cushion
a. Types of finished seams
b. Techniques used in basic welt seam finish
¢. Method of blind slip-tack stitch
d. Work precautions
3. Applying dust cover

gEstT COPY AVMLABLE
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BOOKS

Bast, Berbert. New Essentials of Upholstery. Milwaukee: Bruce Publishing
Company, 1946.

Bergen, John. All About Upholstering. New York: Hawthorn Books, 1962.

Craig, Hazel Thompson. Homes With Charactexr. 3rd edftion. Rexington,
Massachusetts: D.C. Heath and Company, 1970. State adopted.

Di Bernardo, D. Joseph. Makidng Your Home Furnishings. New York: D. Van

Nostrand Company, Incorporated, 1952,

Greex, Carlotta C. and Gibbs, Ellem P. Your Home and You. Atlanta:
Alilyn and Bacon, Incorporated, 1960.

Hardy, Kay, How to Upholster Furniture. New York: Funk and Wagnalls
Company, 1952.

Lucs, Benjsmin C. Upholstery: Refinishing and Restyling. Chicago:
American Technical Society, 1969.

Parker, Page, and Fornia, J. G. Upholstering at Home. Philadelphia:
Chilton Company, 1951.

Pope, Blanche Romick. Upholstering Home Furnmiture. Peoria, Illinois:
Charles A. Bennett Company, Incorporated, 1954,

Stephenson, John W. Practical Upholstering. New Yerk: Clifford and
Lawton, Incorporated, 1944,

PERIODICALS
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Architectural Digest. Los Angeles: John C. Brasfield. Quarterly.
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SERIES

THE PAD SEAT

REST COPY AVAILABLE

\ TIGHT - PAD
) CHAIR FRAME

'
. )
8

FRAME WEBBED

ERIC 28

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.



SERIES I
THE PAD SEAT

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

BURLAP OVER WEBBI-

STUFFING STITCHED
TO BURLAP

After the stitching, more
loose stuffing is added in
the center of the seat and
back to build up a crown.
The cover fabric cannot be
drawn uniformly taut over
surface lacking this ciown.

29



SERIES I
THE PAD SEAT

ArsT COPY AVAILABLE

COTTON OVER STSFFING

MUSLIN COVER

'EC 30

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.



SERIES I

THE PAD SEAT blul Wt rvfutsblE

FINAL COVER

APPFLYING BACK COVER

EOND FARET GNDER AD B AND Sf A
Tel L B FOAOST AND ONOFR ROYTTOIM RAH

N

TARDROARD (TR D

ERIC 31

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



SERIES I

THE PAD SEAT

BEST Coyy RVAILABLR

TACKING CAMBRIC TO BOTTOM

32




SERIES II

nreT CoNY AVAILABLE

THE TIGHT-SPRING SEAT

TIGHY S:
CHAIR FP

37 MINIMUM

FRAME WEBBED

33



EDGE ROLL BULLT UFP ARONND
FRONT EDGE OF SEAT TO ARM
STUMPS AND AROUND BACK TO
ARMS

SERIES II

THE TIGHT-SPRING SEAT e

SPRINGS SEWED AND TIED

S A o i Ay o SN
. re OB
. 3
" AR PPN
-
1 b4
A
133 . 3.
HRH
34N
)

34




SERIES II

ey p*f:‘\\i‘B\E
THE TIGHT-SPRING SEAT peeg C0TV R

STU'RFING STITCHED
TO BURLAP

COTTON OVER STUFFING
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SERIES II .
SN ;\\u\mg—

THE TIGHT-SPRING SEAT oot O

MUSLIN COVER

® e s reem

BACK FABRIC CUT AND SFwip

ARM FABRIC (T AND SEWED

CU* LUt FOR PO
AND RAGS

SEAY FABRIC CUT AND SEWED

[13)

A8 "0 AME," S AL

EET 0" £0LE F fat K TENTH

FINISHE COVER CUT AND SEWED

ERIC

3é



SERIES
RIES II e w:\\UxBL‘E
THE SIGHT-SPRING SEAT Lot &

FINISH COVER APRI (i)

BN IR X 7
CihS
At . gt
"
i
jo1
AP A '
'
N
S”
—— [,
e

eIt AR \TE)PW

HAND SEw
ALONG HERE

HAND SEWING
OF ARMS

MAND SEW ALCONC,
THIS wELY

EKTC 37

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



SERIES II

copy R ABLE

e

Kot A E et
C AR, ART LORP

APPLYING COVER TO BACK
AND OUTSIDE ARM

TACK L QVER
UNDER RAIL

Foal v LY Y P
T ate A A

TACK L OIVER
UNDER RAI

TACKING CAMBRIC TO BOTTOM
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FRAME WEBBED

SERIES II
THE OVERSTUFFED SEAT o NMLABLE

Puoi v

39

NN 3
N A N
\
] ——
1\ 1 — i
\ = 1k TR 2%

EASY CEAIR FR*

I MINIMUM

1



SERIES III oExT CORY AVMLABLE
THE OVERSTUFFED SEAT

BURLAP OVER WEBBING ON BACK

N TRt SR
L B
14

JRRT ot
* T It
att
“x\
Y
! S 1 Biilas

i

L

\3) X
% r ‘r 4+ 0 2
— et (Bt AR HALL UNIT INSTALLATION
oo b ¥ 31 § SPRINGS OF SPRINGS
. ¥ §
{ ) +

s UPEG ELOE waRD
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pEst eotyY AvALABLE

SERIES III

THE OVERSTUFFED SEAT

ANen

BURLAP OVER SPRINGS

fes

oy
I’“':'.,": 4: %,

6 GF “O{(

SPRING
[0t
ROL

: EDGE TREATMENT

Q

ERIC )

L E—————



SERIES IIIX

THE OVERSTUFFED SEAT o~ NIILABLE
s \_‘

pit

STUFFING STITCHED
TO BURLAP

_: ol
/ S e =
- FO L BACK ALONG

slb CF BALK

COTTON IN PLACE

42




SERIES III

THE OVERSTUFFED SEAT

YLT TAS .

TAR TO BACK OF ARM STLMP

43

R > .-'!" L I WAL N D SENE M A NEA 3
[N - N

,‘ -
SEW TOGETHER -./

MUSLIN COVER

Nertee that the rmeeshon o8 atrve e
o roated e front edfge of
the se ot o heepr the Spristi e el
ol hagteat ehe oo ntof te seat =

AR

t S LV -
FOUTaIE OF APM. .
R SO . -
TS CE atm
e L L i
- oyt .-v-.- - o e B wh o s e
.

- «-1 ‘
i C T HTIDE ARM

b '
!

é s MW o
Oinim TAS

Low
MM a

ARMm COVER

I

g ———— e

COVER CuT
AND SEWED



SERIES IIIX

THE OVERSTUFFED SEAT qest Cov NNILABLE

) CUSHION CONSTRUCTION

CEWED COVER WiTi “PEN EROMT
PEADY 1O BL STUF(EC

INTERSPRING (MARSHALL UNIT,
FOR CUSHION

Nerver Phe sngie gend e tee brose T ETER A
e v bt toee oo then car Y TEITRTIPIFS ST
chie traanit of 1he et shale e TR T N
e foral o suathe B Ltar e e Juron

flline o e e winet e prsedh ki thic

I' ends 4t the front o the o Shaoa Tater

MARSHALL UNIT COVERED wiTH CQTTON
READY TQ 8¢ STUFFED INTQ COVER

APPUIED PANEL
wTH COVER

e i
S .
tvral:

t.?

FINISHED COVER

KICK BLEAT SKRT —eqed

ERIC
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The following is a li{st of equipment often used in upholstery.
provided in the department are designated with one asterisk.
items are esdential in upholatery and are required ¢f each student.

Guide to Upholstery Equipment

B

Those {itens
The underlined
Those

vith two asterisks are not required but are recommended for easier working.

I. Hand tools

BN e

L]

7.

8.

9.
10.
11.
120
13,
14.
15.
18.
17.
18.
19,
20.
21.
22,

Magnetic hLammer

Rubber mallet

Regular hammer

Shears

Curved needles

Straight needles
Wabbing stretcher
Regulatorx

Ripping tool

Pliers

Skewer pinas

Tape measure

Rulers

Chalk

Knife

Stuffing {rons
Scrawdriver

Pover staplers

Spring clip clenchers
Edge wire clip pliers
Metal webbing stretchers
Special chisels and pliers for
removing staples and nails

II. Basic materials

L ] [ ] ® L]

~N O P W)

8.

10.
L1.
12,
13.
14,
15.
i8.
17.
18.
19.

Webbing

Burlap

Muslin

Cambric

Fabric

Cotton felts
Rubber products
Moss

Sisal

Curled hair
Kapok

Down

Springs

Tacks

Twine

Thread

Gimp

Welt cord
Cardboard tacking

45

III.

Equipment and Machines

Long tables

Sewing machine and attachments
a. Needles

b. Bobbins

c. Thréad

Button machine and attachments
Cushion machine

Upholsterer's bench



Covering Upholstery Buggons ., cQfY AVMLABLE

Introductory {nformation:

Covered buttons will help to hold the cotton or filling in place. They will
also greatly enhance the beauty of furniture.

Supplies:

Button twine
Upholstery buttons
Upholstery fabric
Paper

Equipment :
Button machine
Button dyes
Shears

Safety and precautions:

1. Cut upholstery fabric large enough to overlap the button top.
2. Plastic buttons will sometimes requixre paper to cover the button top.

Precedure or steps:

. Select the same size button and button die.

Place the bo. tom dfe in the bottom hole.

. Place the bottom of the button with the shenk down in the hole of
the bottom die.

W ho P
-

4, Turn the top die over, place it on the upholstery fabric and cut to size.
5. Place the fabric wrong side up on the top die.
6. Lsy the top of the button on the upholstery fabric.
7. Push the top of the button and the fabric into the hole in the die.
8. Lay the top die on top of the bottom die and press the button
together by lowering the hand layer two or three times.
References:
None
Questions:
1. Why are the die sizes so important?
2. Where should the bottom die be placed?
3. what side should the upholstery fabric be placed on the top button die?
4. Why nust the hand lever be lowered two or three times?

46



Using the Cushion Machine to Fill a Cushion |
REST COTY AVAILABLE

Introductory informeation:
When & cushion (s filled by using a cushion machine, {t will hold its shape
longer and will have a neater appearance than when {t is filled by hand.
Less time and skill are required to f{1ll cushions when using the machine.

Supplies: Equipment :
Upholatery cotton Cushion machine
Springs Tape measure
Foam rubber Shears
Cushion cover
Poly-foam

Safety and precautions:

1. Safety lock must be in place before the cushion is filled.
2. Plunger must be in the proper posftion before the cushfon cen be filled.

Procedure or steps:

1. Open and fold back both sides of the machine.

2. Push the plunger to the rear of the machi{ne until it hits the stop.

3. Open the machine to the desired width of the cushion by turning the
handle counter-clockwise,

4. Place one layer of cotton in the pan allowing 5" on each end for overlsp.

5. Place and ze¢nter the cushion on top of the cotton.

6. Place and center one layer of cotton on top of the cushion allowing 5"
of overlap on each end.

7. Lay one strip of cotton 5" wide sand the length of the cushion on each side

8. Close the pan and set the safety lock.

9. Compress the cushion by turning the handle clock-wise just enough to
slip the cushion cover over the front of the pan.

10. Slide the cushion over the pan unti{l the cushion boxing is flush with the
front of the machine.

11. Using both hands, one on either side of the cushion cover, hold the
cushion as tight as possible.

12, Fill the cushion cover by pressing up and down on the foot pedal.

13, Pull the cushion toward the operstor to remove it.

Reference:

Bergen, John

All About Upholstering
First Rdition, 1952
Pages 119-120

Questions:

1. Why sust the safety lock be in place before the cushion can be stuffed?
2. In what position does the plunger have to be bdefore the cushion can

be stuffed?
3. What would happen if the cotton overlaps the plunger?
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Emantling & Lhair - NﬂﬁLhBLE
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Introductory Information:

This is a very important :t@p in upholstery.
ihese steps are a aust for the student. If these methods are followed it
wili make the job of measuring furniture for the upholstery fabric much easier.

Supplies:

None

Equipment :

Ripping tool
Wooden mallet
Upholstery hsmmer
Pliers

Shears

Safeiy and precautions:

1. Do not drop ornamental nail heads on the floor.
2. Use pliers vhen removing old welt cord and tacking strips.

Procedure or steps:

Remove skirts, gimp, double welt cord, front and side panels.

Remove the lower boxing and the dust catcher,

Remove blind stitching twine, and tacks from outside of back.

Remove outside of back.

Recove tacks from material or pull strips from the ingide of the

back, bottom. DO NOT REMOVE INSIDE OF BACK.

6. Remove blind stitching twine and tacke from right and left outside
of arms.

7. BRemove right end left outside of arms.

8. Remove tacks from material or pull strips from the right and left
ingide of arm, bottom. DO NOT REMOVE RIGHT AND LEFT INSIDE OF ARMS.

9. Remove the right and left outside of wings.

LV I SR VOIS K 3
» » »

NOTE: Dismantling process is now completed. The chair, as it stands
now, is ready to be messured for the upholstery materfal.

Reference:
None
Questions:
. Why should the insi{de of the back be left on?

1
2. VWwhy are both outside of arms removed?
3. What is the purpose of dismantling a chair fn this manner?
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Placing and Sewing the Sprimgs to the Webbing

N

Introductory {nformation: QE

The size of springs uvsed for & particular type of chair has been standardized.
The springs should not be less than 2'' above the seat rail vhen :ied dowm.
They should not be too springy, yet not so depressed that they will lose their
springiness, thereby forming & hard seat and putting excessive atrain on

the twine holding them.

Supplies:
Springs

Equipment:

Shears
Stitching tuine
Button or curved needle

Safety and precautions:

1. Place as many springs as the seat will hold, yet spacing them so
they will not touch cach other.
2. Keep legs clear when pulling the button needle through the webbing.

Procedure or steps:

1. Place the gprings in rows.

2. From the undersfde of the webbing, force the needle through and
up as close as possible to the outside edge of the bottom coil of
the spring.

3. Push the needle dcwm and through the webbing on the inner side of
the coil, forming & loop around it. Tie & skip knot underneath.

4, Make 3-4 sgtitches for each spring.

5. Arrxange the stitches arownd the spring in such a manner that the
third stitch will be close to the next sdjoining sprimg.

6. Repeat this procedure until sall the springs are firmly secured.

7. Make a double knot in the twine when the final stitch has been msde
to secure the end of the twine to the spring.

Reference:

Bergen, John

All About Upholatering
First Edition, 1952
Pages 76-77

Questions:
. Why should the springs be placed in rows?

1
2, Why should the springs not touch each other?
3. What would be the correct amount of springs in & given seat?
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Covering the Seat With Burlap
et TOR NNIABLE

Introductory information:

Closely woven burlap is used to form a base for the stuffing and to
prevent strands of stuffing material fiom falling through the springs.

Supplies:

Upholstery burlap
#3 tacks

Upholstery chalk

Equipment :

Upholstery hammer
Wooden mallet
Ripping tool
Shears

Tape measure

Safety and precuations:

1.

Tack the burlap in the center of each seat rail so as not to
split the rail.

Procedure or steps:

1. Lay the burlap over the springs, allowing a 2" overhang on all sides.

2. Beginning at the front turn the edge of the burlap over and slip-tack
to the seat rail.

3. Stretch the burlap te the rear of the seat, ture the edge of the
burlap over and slip-tack it across the rear seat rail.

4, Stretch the burlap to one side of the sear, turn over and slip-tack
it along the side seat rail. Repeat this process on the other side
of the seat.

5. Notch the burlap to fit the corner posts, turn all corners over and
siip-tack.

6. When burlap is in place, drive all tacks home.

Reference:
Bergen, John
All About Upholstering
First Editiomn, 1952
Pages 91-92

Questions:

1. Why is a 2" overlap allowed when measuring for the burlap?

2. When should the burlap be cut to fit the post corners?

3. How tight should the burlap be pulled?
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THE BURLAP EDGE ROLL

LARGE EDGE ROLL

TAPERED EDGE ROLL
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Applying the Muslin Cover

Est copy R nLABLE

Introductory informestion:

The purpose of & muslin cover is largely that of holding the stuffing in

. place. By using 2 muslin cover, it can readily be seen whether the stuffing
is evenly distributed or needs redistributing theough the use of a stuffing
regulator poked through the muslin.

Supplies:
Muslin
#3 tacks

Equipment:
Magnetic hammer Shears
Tape measure Regulator
Ripping tool Chalk
Wooden mallet Ruler

Safety and precawtions:

1. Do not pullmuslin too tight as it will cawse pu.l marks.
2, Slip-tack cover first, then when stuffing is in place and all pull
marks are cut, drive tacks home.

Procedure or steps:

1. Measure from front to back, then side to side and allow 3" all
around for the stuffing.

Cut the muslin.

Slip-tack the muslin {n place by tacking at all four centers.
Pull snug &«nd slip-tack towards all corners.

Flat fold square cormers.

Pleat round cormers.

Remove pull marks by releasing tension.

Regulate and drive tacks home.

L] L
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Reference:

Bergen, John

All About Upholsteting
First Edition, 1952
Pages 61«62

Questions:
1. what makes pull marks?

2. What {s the purpose of a muslin cover?
3. How are pull msrks removed?
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Techniques in Measuring for Fabric

Desired results and objectives:

10
2.
3.
Information:
1. Seat:
a, Reversible cushion
b. Solid seat
¢. Attached cushion
2. Cushion boxing or seat boxing
3. Platform and nosing
4. Extra nose or boxing
5%. Inside arms
6. Arm panels or boxing
7. Inside wings
8. Inside back
9. Inside back pameis or boxing
10. Insf{de back cushion
11. Back cushion boxing
12, OQutside wings
13. Outside arms
14. Outside back
15. Skirts

st cort B

To obtain exact measurements of each section of the chair, allow
one to two inches more over-asll for sewing and tacking.

These measurements are then layed out into squares on a piece of
paper to detarmine the necessary yardage for the chair.

This layout is then copted onto the fabric ready to be cut,
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Techniques in Measuring for Fabric (continued)
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Techniques in Measuring for Fabric (continued)

oy AVNLABLE
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Side Border

Techniques in Measuring for Fabric (continued)
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e oot RVALABLE
Installing the Dust Catcher o

Introductory {nformation:

The final operatfon {n upholstering a piece of furniture 18 that of covering the
bottom of the furniture with cambric. Cambric, originally a fine linen fabric,
is now made from cotton. It {s ueed to cover the bottom of the finished seat
to keep dust from entering the furniture and particles of the stuffing from
falling to the floor.

Supplies:

Cambric
#3 tacks

Equipment :

Tape measure Shears
Wooden mallet Ripping tool
Upholstery hammer

Safety and precautions:

1. Place a protective cover over the horses to keep the upholstery
fabric from becoming soiled,

Procedure or steps:

1. Place a protective cover over the upholstery horses.

2. Place furnfture on the horses upside down.

3. Measure the length and width of the bottom area to be covered.
4

5

»

» »

Add 2" all around and cut.

. Starting from the front center after the edge is turned under,
drive {n one tack.

6. Stretch the cambric tight to the back. Turn under and drive in the
second tack.

7. Stretch the cambric to the right side of the chair bottom, turm under
and drive i{n a tack. Repeat this step for the left side of the chair
bottom.

8. Drive tecks in approximately 1" apsrt.

9. Cut sand trim as needed.

Reference:

Pope, Blanche Rowmick
Upholstering Home Furniture
First Edition, 1954

Page 157

- Questions:

1. Why should a pretective cover be placed over the upholstery horses?
2. what purpose does the cambric serve?
3. At what point should one start to tack the cambric?
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Covering & Platform
B ogry NLBLE
s
Introductory informstion:
The platform in back of the spring edge roll showld be covered with platform

fabric {f the student wishes to save fabric. Otherwise, the platform may be
covered with the same fabric as the furniture.

. Supplies:
Platform or upholstery fabric Cotton
. #3 tacks Stitching twine
EQuipment :
Upholstery hammer ticoden mallet Upholstery pins
Regulator Curved needle Sewing machine
Ripping tool Wax Upholstery thread

Tape measure

Safety and precautions:

1. Be sure to make an allowance for the stuffing before the fabric is cut.
2. Stay-tack platform until it is cut and pulled.
3. Be sure that seam is hand sewn to the burlap.

Procedure er steps:

1. Measure and cut a banding long enough to reach from the back edge of
the spring edge roll forward to the spring edge wire. Allow " at
each side for the seans.
2. Cut band wide enough to permit tucking in around the ends of the
spring edge rolls at the arm stumps.
3. Fit, miter, and pin the band at the corner.
4. Machine stitch the mitered corners.
5. Sew a welt to the bottom edge of the band, letting the face of the
fabric cover hang down over the seat rails.
6. Sew the band to the platform fabric.
7. Place cotton over the platform, center the cover on the seat.
8. Pin the front edge of the platform fabric to the back edge of spring roll.
9. Slip-tack the fabric to the top edge of the side and back rails.
10. Hand sew the front seam of the platform fabric to the back edge of the
spring edge roll.
11. Pull the banding over the reoll and pin the seam of the welt to the spring
edge wire.
12. Lock stitch the welt seam to the burlap over the spring edge wire.
13. Make cuts on the platform fabric pull through, pull tight, and drive
the tacks home.

Reference: Bergen, John
All About Upholstering
First Editfon, 1952
- Pages 100-102

Questions:

1. wWhy should the platform be hand stitched to the burlap?
2. Explain why the corners are mitered.
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Covering Panels conl R ALABLE

Introductory information:

Papels are usually for functional purposes to face arm stumps and back posts
that might otherwise be difficult to cover, but they may also be used
decoratively. Whether or not a panel lies with the grain of the material or
on & bias depends on the position of the panel when installed.

Supplies:

Upholstery material Upholstery welt cord

Cotton #3 tacks

Upholstery chalk Finishing nails
Equipment:

Magnetic hammer Tape measure

Ripping tool Regulator

Wooden mallet Shears

Safety and precautions:

1. Do not drive finishirg nafls through plastic.
2, Be extremely careful when using the regulator on fabric.

Procedure or steps:

Cut the fabric at least 3" bigger all around to allow for the padding.
Place and tack one or two layers of cotton on the panel.

Place the fabric over the panel, then turn the panel upside down.
Starting in the center of one side, fold the matericl over the panel
and slip-tack {t.

From the center work to the top, then to the bottom, slip-tacking it.
Pull fabric tight and repeat thés procedure on the other side.

Notch fabric both top and bottom before the corners are made.

Drive tacks home.

M)y
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Reference:

Berger, John

All About Upholstering
First Edition, 1952
Pages 126-128

Questions:

1. How mech bigger should the fabric be cut to allow for the padding?
2. Why should the fabric be notched Before the corners are nmade?
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Trimming & Chair With Gimp

~F A ‘ ["
seey Copt RINUS

Introductory information:

The primary purposes of using gimp on & chair sre to prevent fraying of the
upholstery material and to enhance the appearance of the chair.

Supplies;
Gimp Cimp tacke
Upholstery glue #12 tacks
Equipment :
Shears Upholstery hammer
Ripping tool Regulator
Tape measure Wooden mallet

Safety and precautions:

1. Gimp must be started by tacking the wrong side up.
2. Using too much glue will cause the gimp to become stiff when dry.
3. Be sure all tacks are covered.

Procedure or steps:

1. Tack the end of the gimp wrong side up to the frame and turn
the gimp over.

2. Apply the upholstery glue to the back of the gimp, smooth the glue
evenly with finger.

3. Place the gimp along the edge of the rrame being careful not to
stretch {t.

4. Slip-tack the gimp about l%" from the point where the glue ends.

5. Fold and overlay the gimp at the corners then glue to insure a
neat corner.

6. Join the free end ef the gimp to the starting point by turning under
one-half inch and glue in place,

Reference:

Bergen, John

All About Upholstering
First Edicion, 1952
Pages 122-123

Questions:
1. How should the gimp be started?

2. Should the gimp be stretched?
3. Why should the gimp be slip-tacked?
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Making & Cushion g con R

Introductory information:

Before the outside of arms and the outside of the back are installed, the
cushion is made. Making the cushion &t this time will enable the student
to add more stuffing to the chair {f the cushion does not fit.

Supplies:
Upholstery thread Cotton
Upholstery chalk Foam rubber
Upholstery material Poly-foam
Upholstery welt cord

Equipment:
Sewing machine Regulator
Curved needle Upholstery pins
Wax Shears
Stitching twine Tape measure

Cushion stretcher
Safety and precautions:

1. Before cutting the materisl make sure the measurements are correct.
2. Be sure both sides of the cushion are cut so as to be reversible.

Perocedure or steps:

l. Measure the length and width of the seat, then cut one piece of
fabric 2" bigger all around.

2, Lay the fabric right side up flat on the seat.

3. Hold s pencil or chalk vertically to the fabric and with the
back of the fingers flat sgainst the inside arms and {nside back
of the chair, mark the fabriec to the shape of the seat.

4. Cut the fabric §" outside of Bhe chalk mark teo allow for the welt
cord.

5. Reverse the fabric, cut the other side of the cushion, matching
the pattern.

6. For the cushion boxing, measure the old boxing or the cushfion,
and add 1" to the width.

7. Cut welt cord strips 1¥" wide, use as many strips as needed to
circle the cushion twice.

8. Sew the strips together diagonslly on the machine as shown in
Figure 1:

8. First strip face up.
b. Second strip over or face down.
c. Sew from top left hand cormer to bottom right hand corner.

cont {nued
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10.
11.

12.
13.

14,
15.

16.
17.

NOTE:

Making a Cushion
continued - AVAVLABTE

Sew the welt cord, the welt coxrd strips and one side of the
cushion together in one operation,
Stop about 2" on sech side of the joining point.
Smooth the welt covers snuggly in place at the joining point,
sew them together with a flat seam.
Cut the welt cord for the ends to butt together at the joint.
Fold the cover over the welt cord and complete the sewing. Repeat
this operation on the other side of the cushion.
Cut two lengths of boxing, one centered along the fromt, the
other slong the back of the cover.
Sew the boxing to the welted top cover, joining the ends of the
boxing prefersbly at the back.
Pin the boxing snd the bottom cover together at all corners.
Sew the boxing and bottom cover together along the sides and front,
aligning the corners,

Leave the back of the cushion open for stuffing.

References: 1. Bergenm, John

All About Upholstering
First Edition, 1952
Pages 114-120

2. Pope, Blanche Romick
Uphelstering Home Furniture
First Edition, 1954

Page 309
Questions:
1. Why should messurements be double checked before cutting the fabric?
2. Why is it so important that the welt cord strips be cut 1¥" wide?
3. How would a cushion boxing be measured?
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