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ABSTRACT

This study reports on parent reaction to the
possibility of their elementary school age child having a student
teacher in the classroom. Parents of children from six elementary
schools in a midwestern city were randomly selected to answer a
questionnaire. A usable return of 84 percent was achieved. Findings
- showed that an overwhelming majority of the parents surveyed were
willing to have student teachers in their child®s classroom if
certain conditions were met. Parents needed assurance that their
child would not be hindered in educational attainments and that the
educational process would continue in an orderly manner with adequate
supervision by the familiar classroom teachers. (PD)
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Lowell liorton, Ph.D.
Professor of lducation
Noxrthern Illinols University

How do pavents react to the possibility of theilr elementary school eage
children having a student tcacher in the classroom? This study attempted to -~ ..v.
asceriain the cttitude of parcnts of elementary ape chlldren in one midwestern
city. '
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Tie sample used foy thig study is a midwestern ecity of approximately

J OwuldLLOR- he population of the cliy is ninety per cent white, three
r cent black and sevea per cent lMexican-American. The pareants of children in
roendoply selected clagsrooms of the aix clementary schoole dn the clty were

tad to return a questiormaire in witich they were to checli a statement wiilch
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“dndicated thely opindon of thelr child being exposed to a student teachex. The

definition for student teaciher was supplied as an’ addendum to the questlonnalrc.
Five hundred dquesticnnaires vere sent fo the parents. A return of cighty four
per cent (422 usable weturus) was achieved after the third follow wp letter.

Findings: The tabulation ¢f parental opinion was as follows:

237 1 strongly favor my child having a student teacher. u.s.::up:‘n'r'g::wz:s::m,
' NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF
: EOUCATION
46% I favor my child haviang a student teacher. THIS DOCUMENT HAS BEEN REPRO

DUCED EXACTLY A5 RECEIVED FROM
THE PERSON OR ORGANIZATION ORIGIN
ATING IT. POINTS OF VIEW OR OPINIONS

197 { 2 1 EPRE.
__1%% Undecided or no opiuifon. . SENTOFFICIAL NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF
: EDUCATION POSITION OR POLICY.
7% I prefer that my child not have a student teacher.

—————

2% I am ctyrongly opposod to my cuild having a student teacher.
The corments that parents were invited to offer at the bottom of the questionnaire
vere iunceresting and vevealing. With a very few exceptions the comments were
favorzble, or favorable with specific conditions, to having studeat teachers in
tlhie classroom. Typical favcrable conments were!

1) "I thinl the wmore adults witih the ctﬂldren tihe better."

2) '"Yes, 1 favor having uLdelc tcacucrs beraa e the student teacher will have
fresh ldeos gbout tcacn:ng.

3) "Yes, it is a good idea. It will help the ciiildren as well as ti:e student
teacher."

4) "Yes, tco mmny teachers ncever go back to sehool. The student teacher will
bring in some fresh thinking.

Several parents commented that they were in favor of having a student tcacher
in their ehild's clagsvoem if certain conditions were assured. These conditions
revolved around the student teacher being svle to teach the besic skills and

to nuintain ddscipline. Other parents weare favorable to having student tcacliers
1f cunervision from the classyoom teacher snd the university vas adequate.
Typlcal of theze comments were:
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1) "Yes, but I want to make suve my child gets the nacensary reading skills."
2) "eo, 4f the classyeom teacket 1s thewe when the children necd har.

3) "I fovor having a student teacher if she 1 o good one and can keop control
of the class. Disciplive ic a problem."

4) "I am in favor of having ctudent teachers but I would like teo know wore
specific detaeils, particulariy sbout how reading would be taught.!

}ew of the parents expressing opposition te having student teachers made add-
itional comments. Two lsolated corments, which may or may not be typleal of
the thoughts of parents who opposed having student teachors, vere:

1) '"Ho, I don't wan: an untrained university student tyrylng to teach sy child
to read."”

2) "I con't want uy child uzed to teach universlty students how to teech school."

J.oni While an overwvhelming majority of the parents surveyed were willing
to have scudent teachers in tnglb‘chlld'" cla‘ room there were conditions attending
which should be considered by cooperating teachers, public school administrators |
and teacher education prefogsows and udmlnlo7 aLo.o. Parents scem to need
assurance that toeir chilid will not bo hindexed dn s educational attainment,
particularly ia readiang achlevement, by haviang an inexperienced student teacher.
Parents need azsurance tuat the educatisnal process will continuc in an orderly
nanter wvith adequate suporviscisn by the fouwllila: closstoon teacher. Tais

urvey suggests that, at least in this spzcific school district, the srudﬁn_
teaching experience enjoys the trust of thic elementary school.childien's

parents. Inplicit in this trust is an obligation by the teacher educatlon
institutlions to adequately prepare and properly supervise their teacher
candidates. The impliad obligation of the cooperating public vchoocls is te

kecp the psrents well-informed and to assure the parants thet the eJucation“l
process will continue with order and effecﬁ;veness.




