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This study analyzes Los Angdgeles City College (1ACC).

records for a six-semester period of students who took the Guidance
Examination in fall 1970 and scored in the lowest quintile on both
the vocabulary and reading sections of the examination. This score
indicated that their reading level was at the eighth-grade level or

lower. The students were sent postcards recommending that they enroll

in Developmental Communications on the basis of their examination
score. Persistence rates and academic statistics indicated that many
of these students were assisted by the "remedial®" programs and were
successful in college. Five tables and two figures provide the study

data. {(DB)
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"SIX SEMESTER PERSISTENCE STUDY OF STUDENTS RECOMMENDED FOR
DEVELOPMENTAL STUDIES, FALL 1970"

PURPOSE OF THE STUDY
In 1970, after a year of study by a college wide task force,
Los Angeles City College instituted a newauidance Examination for
entering students., The new examination consisted of the Voeahulary
and Reading Sections of the Cooperative Tests of English Expression,
Form 1A and a locally constructed Wumerical test, One of the uses
of the examination was to recommend placement in Developmental Com-
munications for those students who sccred in the lowest quintile
(LACC norms) on both the Vocabulary and Reading sections. In raw
score termg, these students answered correctly 18 or less of 60 ques-
tions in fach of the two sections. FEstimates indicate that their read-
ing level is at eighth grade or below.
The purpose of this study is to ascertain the academic performance
and persistence of these students and thereby assess the efficacy of
the placement procedure,
PROCEDURE OF THE STUDY
The computer printout of results of the Fall, 1970 Guidance Examina-
tion was scanned to identify '55'" (five-five) students, i.e., those
scoring in the lowest quintile on both the Vocabulary and Reading sections

of the Guidance Examination.
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Procedure of the Study (continued)

A 5" x 8" index card was prepared for each "55" student. In addi-
tion to descriptive data about the student, acadeaic information for
the period Tali, 1970 through Spring, 1973 was summarized on the cérd.
Also, copies of transcripts were prepared for more detailed analysis.

Data wer8 tallied and analyzed as indicated in the next section.

FINDINGS

Perusal of the Fall, 1970 1istings of students taking the Guidance
Examination produced 533 '"55'" gtudents, about 11% of those taking the
Fall, 1970 examination, Of these 533 students, 115 did not complete re-
gistration, while 17 were not first-Zime students, leaving 401 students
included in the study, Exzamination of transcripts indicated that 89
students completed no work at LACC during the three year period, or,
equivalently, 312 students completed some work at LACC over the three
vear period,

Table 1 indicates sex and high school background of the '55" stu-
denfs and presents comparable figures for all students taking the Fall,
1970 Guidance Examination,

Table 2 1nd1cates.persistence rates ovexr the six semester period and
also presents for comparison similar statistics for a random sample of
397 day students who entered in Fall, 1967 (from Research Studies #70-9
and 71-11), Also indicated in Tablie 2 are numbers of students who ob-
tained the AA degree during the six\semester period. Figures 1 and 2

present sgome of the data of Table 2 Yn graphical form.

\
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FINDINGS (continued)

Table 3 presents some s:cholarship statistics for "55" students
who completed some work (N=312), according to number of semesters com-
pleted.

Table 4 indicates numbers of students completing 'remedial' courses
in Developmental Communications and/or English, while Table 5 indicates

grade point averages earned in these and other selected courses,
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! FIGURE |1 - Persistence of Fall, 1970 "55" ‘s
T _— .and Sample of All Fall, 1967
' Entrant
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FIGURE 2 - Percent Receiving AA Degree 1in %,5,6 Semesters:
| Fali, 1970 "55" 's and Fall, 1967 Sample of All
Day Entrants : ,
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TABLE 3 - Scholarship Record of Fall, 1970 ''55" Entrants,
According to Number of Semesters Completed

Av, Av. ucC
No, Sems, No. of Units Units - %

Compl, Students Att, Compl, UA GPA
1 30 7.4 6.0 81 1.75
2 40 16,4 13,0 79 1.61
Males 3 i4 24,5 20.3 82 1,62
4 26 39.2 36.4 93 2,08
5 16 51.7 50.0 97 2.21
6 15 60.1 57.3 95 2,11
TOTAL 141 28.1 25,4 90 1,98
1 29 7.4 5.3 72 1.71
2 34 15.7 14,2 90 1,83
Females 3 19 23.0 21,1 92 1.68
4 37 38.0 34,9 92 2,01
5 16 54.8 51.3 94 1.98
6 36 60.5 59.0 98 2.29
TOTAL 171 33.0 30.8 93 2,06
1 59 7.4 5.7 76 1.73
2 74 16.1 13.6 84 1,71
All 3 33 23,6 20,7 88 1.65
4 63 38.5 35.5 92 2,04
5 32 53.2 50.6 95 2.09
6 51 60.4 58.5 97 2.24
TOTAL 312 30.8 28.4 92 2.03

Fall, 1567 Sampie (6 semester totals)
Males 196 33.6 N/A N/A 2.04
Females 165 33.5 N/A N/A 2.21

TOTAL 361 33.5 N/A N/A 2,12
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
This study analyzes LACC records, for a =ix semester period, of
students who took the Guidance Examination in Fall, 1970 and scored in
the lowest quintile or both the Vocabulary and Reading sections of the
examination, indicating that their reading level was at the eighth grade
or lcwer. These students receive postcards recommending, on the basis
of their examination score, that they enroll in Developmental Communica-

tions.
Following are some observations on the findings of the study:

(1) 533 (about 117) of those taking the Fall, 1970 Gui-
dance Examination qualified for this '"55" status.
Slightly more females than males (12% to 107%) quali-
fied, With regard to high school source, largest
percentages were from the inmer city schoola and the
Southern statesg, indicating that a large number of
these students are Black,

(2) Over three-fourths of the students completed some
work at LAGC, with nearly two-thirds completing a full
year, almocst % half completing three zemesters, and a
third cer)iwving four semesters, These persistence
rates ar~ helow those of a random sample of all Fall,
1967 day entrants (78%-91%, 63%-72%, 45%-49%, 367%-41%),
but they indicate that a large percentage of the ''55"
students gre able to pursue coliege work successfully,
As with the 1967 sample, females persist at a higher
rate than males, 97 of the students had received an AA
degree by the end of the three year period, comparsd
with 16% of the 1967 group.

(3) '"55" students over the six semester period attempted an
average of 31 units and completed 927 of the units at-
tempted, a figure only slightly below that (33.5 UA) of
the 1967 sample. Overall grade point average was also
just slightly below that of the 1967 sample (2.03-2,12).
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS (continued) .

(4) *Humber of semesters completed correlates highly with
number of remedial courses taken. For students who
completed one through six semesters respectively, the
percents of the groups completing at least one re-
medial course were 49%, 62%, 76%, 78%, 91%, and 92%.
897 of those receiving the AA degree completed at .
least one remedial course, with 597 completing a course
in Developmental Studies.

(5) 4About one in seven of the "55" students who completed
at least one semester completed English 1 sometime dur-
ing the six semester period., About half of the graduates
completed English 1, About 18% of the "55" entrante en-
rolled in one or both of the communications courses
(Speech 9 or English 44) for foreign students. 197% of
the graduates were foreign.

This study has not attempted to invesiigate the effects of apeci-
fic remedial activities (e.g., various Developmental Communications
aﬁproaches, tutoring, financial aids), but has simply followed over a
three year period thcose students who entered LACC in Fall, 1970 with a
reading level at eighth grade or below, and thus whose expected proba-
bility of acedemic success is low., Persistence rates and scholarship
statistics presented above indicate that many of these students are in-

v

deed assisted by the 'remedial" programg and are able to attain success

in the ccllege.
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