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some 20,000 Portuguese immigrants (divided almost equally between the
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'in their town limits by some 20 miles, but they are actually linked
by a series of interdigital suburbs and ssali towns. They exist in a
-coastal area of southern New England and have very different economic
bases. Each, for historical reasons, has created a different - :
stereotype, or ethnic identity, of Portuguese-Americans, has
established different positions within the total network of the
. community for the Portuguese-Americam to occupy, has provided -
" different strategic alternatives for the immigrant who must adapt to
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AL a recent International Congress of anthropolagisis
the participants in a symposium on 'ifiigration and ethnicity'.
appzarec to reach a conéensus an the pointwthat all cities
represented the 'same' enviranment For migrants. Thus,

they concluced, the real concerns of anthropologists were

in the area of Formulaggggh modél which would delineateg

these structural similarities and which'would, as a result,

be pgenerally applicable to the analysis‘oF\ény migrant

, . L |
This was based on the contentidn'thatj

croup, anywhere.
the ci}y. as dontexta posed specific problems of acaptation
and intengratien which would be the same were an indivicuel
tb find himself in Paris, Hong Kong, Lima, or Cedar hapids.,
That such an e;plbratory focus is legitimate—-and_

can be groductive-~is ﬁot to be argued, Certainly there

are such omnipresent aspects as the need to establish new

ties,

reaffirm (%f possiblé) earliér cénqections._and; in
qeneral, establish the basis for satisfying one’'s culturél,
social anavpsyghological wants and neseds., TQ::E are the
difficulties encountered when the host society shifts from
recruitment. to exclusion when economic needs have been
fulfilled and a sétufation point has béen reached., WKew
occupational skills must be acquired; intra-familial

differences due to differential orientation to old and

new norms and values, must be resoclved; and cognitive

Working draft only., Uo not guote without permission.
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oissonance, encountered in moving from one communicatian
system (and/orllanguage) to another, must be resoclved.

There are, however, certain dazngers i# involver in
Focusino on the structural sioilarities. Aside fraom the
problem that some would take an overly-simplistic p051tlon
and_argue that SUCh an emphas1s is the only consideration,
there is the more'crqcial heuristic factor that one cannotf
from this perspective alone, predict the differing degree
oF success or failure, in specific locales, for 1nd1v1duals
or qroups from one cultural milieu as compared to another.
That such an 1ntegrat1ve differential does exist cannot
be disputed: German Jews ahd Yemenite Jews moving to
Israelhoo not encounter the same problems of adjustment;

P Sicfiian peasant and 2 Scottish farm worker do not get’
the same employment possibilities upon»arriva; in Toronto;
and studies of various American Indian tribes show there are
apparent varylng degrees of dlfflculty that mark the

urban adJustment of one tribe tﬁ*;gigéieﬂ~t0 another (cf.,
Martin 1964: 280-5),

In short, while I accept the point that it is impor-
tant to formulate a set of generalizations stressing form
rather than specific tontent, I hope to demonstrate in
the following study that analytical insights (and ones
which woold be especially relevant in applied anthropology)
are omitted if we do not look at historically specific

differences as well as structuraily inherent similarities.
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Like a coin which has been stamped on only ofe side, we
will, 1'fear, find‘ourseives able to buy little, if
anything, with a unidimensional model.
It is to redress the imbalance that I choose, in

this paper, to demonstrafe the utility oF indicating
the historical DrOCESSES | whieh, following the genesis
of tuwo c1t1es, produced dlfferlng mllleus for an influx
of some 20,000 Portuguese immigrants . (lelded almost
equally between the two communities) during the past
10 years, The cities (called here Perryport and Texton)
are separated in their town limits by some 20 miles but
they are agtually.linkee by a series of interdigital
suburbe and small touwns, They exist in a coastal area
of southern New England and, though oceupying similar
gco-niches have, Fer reasons to'be'explaineq, very»'f
different economic bases, EeEH, for historical reasons,
has created a different etereptype. or ethnic identity,
of Portuguese-Americans, has established different
positions within the total network of the communify
for the Poftuguese-Amefican to éccupy, has provided
different strategic alternatives Fer‘the.immigrant who
must adapt te hie new:life,'and thus has created arenas
which the Portuguese immigrants themselves perceiﬁe ee
Zifferent--a percaptlon that influences his ch01ce of
settlement.

| ‘errxg lee Texton, Perryport has about 100,C00

people and, like its sister community, is locatﬁd with

N
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rasy access to the sea., The town was first settled in

1640 an¢ because of its maritihe focus prospered even
through the days of the American kevolution and the ..ar

of 1812 when seafaring acfivities were even more pre; V

carious an occupational focus than usual, Ferryport

- was a leader in the American whaling industry and this

thriv{pg focus dominated the entire town., There were

myriad other industries connected with the maritime

focus and one was either at sea--or connected with an

~-~industry which made seafaring possible, The city's

prosperity rivalled that.of New York, Boston.or Charleston,

The businessmen and ships' captains: (and the two |
were not mutually exclusive) soon found that it waélveryi
lucrative tb leave port with a skeleton créw, sail east
from New England to the mid-North Atlantic and round out
thei:'crews with Azorean seamen, The men=of.the iélanﬂs'
were hearty workers and the poverty of their overcrouwded
and remote{islands-—outstanding even by European étandasﬁ--
was su;h that they could be hired for far less than the
wages thch American seamen demanded. There was also far
less complaining of the appalling‘conditions aboard ship
and the dangers'of the occupation. —

Thus, the Portuguése men--and later their families--
began drifting gradually into berryporf. The process
continued into the.thh gentury and, by'iBEO,'the Paortuguese

were in the town in sufficient number that a certain area

maéhmarked as, 'the Portygee part of town.' The townspeople
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gasmen 1o welcome them and various newspaper accounts of the

3

time sceek well of this or that parson's nesw business or
continuing business SUCCeSS. Te:ms such as 'incustrious,'
'prmﬁperous;‘ and 'energetic' were common descriptive
elements in the.nEMS. Today's towhspeople still tend to
cheracferize the Portuguese as hardworking, cheerful and

thrifty, for the inhabitants of early Ferryport the

Fortuouese seemed to be well-suited to the town's life—stxle;,p"
S They seemed ready to accultﬁrate and embodied the traditignafw
hew Imglanc virtues by being industrious, penny-wise,aqé:%ware
that 'cood fences make. good neighbors,' The old adage iﬁaé'
_"mothing succeeds like success' was fhe kéystoﬁe for their
arcepntance ancd a place in the community, They sﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁded S0
well that by the 1850s some were masters of théi;%am;‘ships,
SUCCESSful~Eﬁtrepreneur§, and well-to-cdo landholcders.
The cecline of whaling began in the late 19th century,
forcing Ferryport to look to other economic bases, bYhe
begen to civersify to various smail industry and, as MBll,'

turmed to textile manufacturing., Her future economic strencth
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xtilg.mills began to. shift south, Ferryport maintainecd
at lesast @ modicum of prosperity., |
The steady stream of Portugﬁese.immigrants which,
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century (1911-20=89,732 arrivals in American porgs,

1431-40=3,329 arrivals in American ports, Adler 3972:17)

declined primarily due to the Immigration Act'of51924

(43 Stat. 153) which reduced the‘bortuguese allotment to

503, a Fiéure,which was Further.diminished by a Presi-

dential Froclamation (No. 1872, 46 Stat. 2982) ¥o a

total of 440 immigrants (Adler 1972:17). Where the single

state of Massachusetts received 9,002 immigrants in 1913
alone, thg»éﬁtire country- received only a little aver
3000 duringvthé decade 1931-40, and MassachUSefts' total
of this was only 202 (Adler 1972:17). | |

The changing situation of today is signalled by
".a revision of the-immigration fegulations (Immigration
Act ‘of 1965, 75 Stat, 911)., Portuguese immigration for
the country as a whole jumped from 19 588 for the d;cade
1951- oO, to 76,064 for the perlod 1361-70--with the vast
majority {61,756) arrLV1ng during the years 1966 1970,

Perryport and Texton rece1ved an overwhelmlng
majority of this second wave.l The 1mmlgrants went in
" almost egual numbers to each of the cities but the
reception accorded the 'Greenies’ (as the Porthéuesé
immigrants are commonly called in this area-~though the
early arrivals use it as a pejorative terﬁ)wwas quite . .
different, one community to the another“

In Ferryport, with an economic piptufe which favorably
matched the natural average, and where the Portugueee,

generally, were lobked'upon as welcome additions, the
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mnj@r pruhlﬂmé were housing, iea;ninq the language, and
e i to 1ife in & strange city. ULome of the older
sobbiere resanted what they considered to be thoe 'pushy
wzye of their newly-arrived brethaﬁn. Something of the
attituds, "1 went through hard times/to settle in and
so should they™ seamed to underlie their reéentment. But
this was not too common and most informants'seeh more |
inclined to echo the words of oné eiderly man Qho told
me, Twe worked hard and paiﬁ'hard for eQerything we got,
These new peonle szem to think they've got better than
that coming. I QUESS We céme at the wrong time--but it
was us who made it sasy for them,‘l think,"

The createst difficulty for many of the new immigrants

r
(1}

=

~= realization that, cue to the pfaseﬁce of the so-callec
Slack Fortugusse (Africans used by the Fortuguese to settle
the Eage'Véfde Islands), many.in the community considered

the @nrtﬁguese to be at least partly B8lack--a racial tag

which they sosn found nuf carried a certaih stigmas. As

ane Yankee woman tcld me: "I remember dating a blond, blue-
eyeé boy. }BUt he had = Portuguesefname and myvfahily worried
that maybe he had Negro blood, People worried that maybe a
..babv would be born mulatip because}of that. And he could‘

you tell%?” This had been an aspect of perryport life which

hac been kept Tar below an gvert level, The conflict inherent

in the situation only surfaced in(the‘school sétting.uPsoplauﬂm

accebted the Pdrtu;uese, looked favorabiy on fhém, bpt, in

those elassic words, ‘they wouldn't want their daughter to

Y'Y
&
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marry one,' MQny of the Portuguese 6? earlier times,
becoming aware of this, acqgi:ed the same prejudice .and,
in ordef to avoid being tagged as 'probabiy one of gngmf
_not oqﬂy did not argue against the situation of racism
per sg,; but separa£ed themselves from the Brévos or Ceelees
as theg are varioUsly called and, except for including them
in thglfgggﬁ“ffﬁﬁigious holiday festivals) activities,
effegtiVer ignored them,
The new Portuguese ihmigrants, however, had various
reasons for not wishing to accept this strategy, The
African colonial wars,htheir'own fealiagé of dismay at
suddenly finding themsélves a notch lower in the social’
ladder'fhah*thgywbag¢expected to be, and several far more
complex factors, aillcqmbined to make the the arrivals
especially défensiveAconcernigg the position ih‘Perryport.
They.adopteamgEUEféijétrateéiés: Thé'B}ack Cape Verdeans
- became the scapegoats and racial disorders qrew intense
in the areas where the two grbups of 5drtuguese intermingled,
This scapegoét tabtic seems to have been based on the
approach of "Zon't tag us with them, ue don't get along
with them eitharpi” Full'scale‘yioience finéily erupted on
such a scale that the townspeople--Portuguese and non-Po;tuguese;-
were frichtened into taking .steps to resolve some of the under-
lying issues, chief of which was the long-stanuing d;scrimination
practided against the Cépe Verdeans, especially in the_economi;

sphere.
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wwﬁ'éECHHEMStrate@y, and ong which intensified following

the racialbstrife, was to form political action groups

an< immigrant assistznce pronrams. There had alwayz been

associations for the new arrivals to join but they were

chiefly social clubs where men congregageﬁ reqularly for

2 game of cards and some crinks. Gver 30 marching bands, S

the Church, anc nﬁmerous festas providecd the means for

young peopls, women and the group as awhole to cement

their ties. The Portﬁguese were not--and are not Now--a

viable pclitical force. Ethnic pressure grohps; formed to

achieve goals specific to the grouplas an'ethnic‘blockﬁ

are veryinew;to Ferryport. ontil thé last decéde few Fortu-

Quesa éntered palitics, The essential associational nexﬁses

were clubs anc churches, linked by'the mechanism of festas.b

The secanc¢ half af the 20th century has a different

climate of opinion, simultan=zcus with a2 new attituwde towards

the melting pot concept came 2 new type of Portuguese migrant,

As Americans bggép to argue that racism was evil but ethnicity
' arrivec : ’

was good, immigrants/who lacked the 'hucddled-masses-yearning-

to-he-free' attitucde of their predecessors, They were more
politically sophisticated and.saw that community groups,
working to solve eommunity problems, were the best means

to achieve persanal goals, inhibitsd bscause of social

barriers, Ths associations anc¢ the cross-cutting occupational
linkages meintainecd in this city of small, diversified
businesses offersd a reacdy-made foungation for such action

croups anc their asgiraticns., further, the structure of the town
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e .
itself  wes open enough that such groups had a way of -

wnmg e

implementing their goals, (ld arrivals and newcofers-——— -0
) _

could joingurge a' sound prograﬁ of English langwgge

instruction for Portuguese children thrust into/the

“

schools, and be relatively assured of getting a?hea%ing
T |

and seeing something done, s

A third strategy was to do what the Portuguese had

traditionally.dbne; acculturate as quickly as possible.

iany avolicded the_rapial issue, and ighdred the possibility
,DF joﬁning an action group. They learned the language,

worked hard, bought houses and repaired them, rented thgﬁ-
/_But_to still newer arrivals and moved into the suburbs,

To sﬁmma:ize the Perryport situation: Gradual
immigration under generally favorable economic conditions
led to positive attitudestowards fhe'Portuguese as an
ethnic group withih the social structu:e of the town.
Hewcamers who.did'notvwiéh.tokbccupy the politibally
powerless position traditionally held, who resénted the
demancds to Americanize except Fér elements which t;e
nqn—Dortuguese.wére willing to allow them to_retain, and’
who did not accept the goals and aspirations'ihﬁerent in
the stereotypic identity shaped by earlifer Circumstanées,

:nwefe able to use’thetielatively open Perryport system
and the éccepted“pattgrns of associational links to form

new types of associatibns:which would é?fégf the system,
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Texton. It was not untll 1870 that the small town %

of Texton, flrst settléd in 1659 began a periocd of

rapid and explosive growth. From an 1840 papulaticn of
a little aver 6000 an/increase%over the next 30 years
le~ to some 25,000 in| 1870 which, in the next 30 years,

leaped to 105,000, The reason for thls rapid growth

o

“liesin the introductiph‘of textile mllls. In 1840 there
were*approx1mately 2000 people employed in the mills; |
by 1870 the figure had jumped to 14,000; by 13910 almost
30,000 worked in the textile factaries.

Texton was an ideal site for such mills which ran
primarily on steam power; a cheap source of energy uas
avéilable.in ﬁhe nearby river and falls, and gooc trans-
portation facilities allowed for the receipt of cotton
from the south and shipment thraughout the country and
abroad of the finished'broduct. Textile manufacturin§$
was tﬁe life-bloqd of the town and, until the 1920s it
accounted for scmé 80,0 of the town's economic base.’

The mills multiplied and so did the town's inhabitants.
The cry was for ;heapm;abor and, hopefully, one which
‘would not fall prey to the labor agitators} fany immi-
grants came to the city--Irish, Scots, Frenéh-tanadians,
Southern Europeans--but by far the most desxr:Jmere the
Portuguese. As one report put it "Thby are hard-working
and docile, 1f handled properly.” many Po:tuguese were
brought in on ‘a basis something likefgbat of indentured

servitude. Factory representatives %oéld go to the Islands,

¥
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'nffer what appeared to be astronomically high wages for o
an 1,surred job and a loan for the passage money. To

the Fortuguese poor who existed in what was essentially

a cashless economy, the chance to come to America and

make more money in a week than he-saw»all year at home,

was inducement indeed: For the compsny recruiter, the

more 1gnorant and naive such recruits were, the better

for the company,vlt-mdant a2 longer perlod befaore they

would be'likely to be able to leave the mills, Even atA

. a time when literacy was defined as the simple ability

to writé'one;s name, the Portdguese had the highest
illiteracy rate of ény European, African or Asian immigrant
group to the United Stateg--almost 70 (Smith, 1973: ).
Immigrants from other groﬁps.stayed a few years ar even
months and then quickly.left to work at higher wages,

in safer conditions, in environments less hazardous to
their héiath--but_the'Portuguese remained, "They are the
most desireg of workers,;” writes one industrialist of them.

Arnd the economics of the situation were, toc the

Azorean, excellent. Here, the whole Family could work; men,

/women. children, even the handicapped and the aged ﬁight~
find employment at a sweeping job ar something of théﬁkind.
Given thé family-based economic perspe¢tive of the Partu-
guese, the resultant income was a fortune. At a time when
the average workingman in America brought home between $8-12
a week, his family income could multiply that figure by

almost fhé total nqmber of individuéls within the household
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(barring only children under 7). Une informant fold me
that his father was one of 8 children, all of whom
porked iﬁ'the mills while still under the gparantal racf,
"UOur.family made about ¥40-50 a week., That's like a
thousand today. MMy grandfather had never seen that much
caéh in his whole lifei" |
But the Portuguese éaid for this income. The
children were, of course, given the minimal educatioﬁ
possible and'pﬁt to wofk_in the mills for as long a
work week as possible--whatever'his age.. And this
perpetuated thelgroﬂp's position aé the pooilfrom which
to draw the lowest-paid. 'unskilled' laborers. There are
in Texton" today, individuals who are the fifth generation
to work in.the mills, at’essentially the same océupational
level as their immigrant Forefathefs; |
The'Pértuguesé'camelin and stayed as the lowest
strata of the communiﬁy.‘ Many of the non-Portuguese

viewed them as uneducable--perhaps too biologically in-

. ferior on the whole to have the intelligence to do any

but_thé most menial labor, (For some:reason, not clear,
few Oravos went to Texton., It may bé‘that they simply
were not on the recruitment list since the inifial workers
came from the Azores and Madeira for the most part, They,

in turn, brought in kin and friends as the jobs were

— availabl®&,” thus, possibly, keeping the Bravos out of the

‘emplEyment- network-~though not out of deliberate prejudice.)

Although not segregated into specific neighborhoods

N

~——n,
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the fortuguess workers lived near the factories in which

they were émployed. This breatec.'company neighborhoods',
manyrnf which were ethnically homogeneous. cuch factiors,
togebher‘with the social clubs, bands, anc churches which
also existed in Texton, might havé been expected to create
integratige bonds but the occupational focus was the crucial
¢difference, Textile mills were almost the exclusive emgloy-
ment Qossibility. without competition from ofher manufactur-
ing mill owners were in tacit agreement concerning mdrking
conditioné, wages, hours, and employemeht practices. Lahbor
ZCOnCitions, then, were much more rigorous-than in Ferryport.
There was, however, bitter competition betwezn mills, a
competition which trew as the economy worsenec, LOTkers
were often divided by this intense rivelry, partly becausgw
job 'loyalty' was one way tqﬁimﬁure steacy employment.

Too, workers tried to live near the mill at which they
were employed. Seasonal Qnemplqyment and depressions wguld
cause the worker to change jobs and thus his residence,
adding to the urban rootlessness, and luose aésoc;ptional ties.

mill technology‘did not encourage worker communicatien
and the €0-hour wofk Q;;Emi;fﬁuigitle capacity for recreation,
women and children were probably most debilitated by such
conéifions. The women, espacially,‘héd great difviculty

. since they had.tomwork zhe same long hours but also hac tg

\

¥<eep housa, btear aﬂiwraise the children, and tend to the

— '_ personzal ngggs;aﬁ‘ﬁhe househcld members (which sametimes in-

- cluces 2 or 3 boarders). work demands and traditional attitudes

of Portucuese males concerning the freecom of women, restrictec

their iife to the house, 'job, street blopk; andg Church,
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o The minimal social'life of thé bortuguese. ethnically
insular aslit was, offered no more of an opportunity to
Tearn Ennlish than did the isolated job in tﬁe nerve-wracking
noise of the mills. Portuguese culture was, then, slow to
leave the immigran@.
Another conseduence of mili work was the compounding
of traditionéfhemphases on the nucleated aspect of a group
whose sigqificant social orientation is the primary family,
o structural‘nekuses were created to circumvent the
atomistic forces of'traditionél patterns and the mill work,
The Fortuguese while pro-union are not strong union, They
tend to be suspicious of the men who lead the dnion'(though
not of the union per se) and several union officials and
shop stewards complained to me of membership apathy ("If
we diddt offer them charter flights to thé Azores they:
probably wouldn't belong"), The Church, particularly at
the formative period of which we speak, emphasized acceptance
of life and.maintenance of traditional patterns, Last,
isolation in the factory and the piece mork incentive_system
stressec competition. rather than coopgration among workers.
The results of the atomistic social field can be gauged
by the looseness of affiliation ties with the existing -
associations and by the fact that, despite the fact that the
Portuguese of Texton represant between SU-ADNMOF the total
population, they have been ablé to elect only one-ﬁ&'cw'who
served but one term. And only 3: of the elected offices

“available to city residents to vbte‘upon have been filled -

o by a Portuguese,




-16-~ ’ - smith, i.t.

‘The new immigrant wavF'brought the same type of T T
immigrant to Texton as‘hadlbéen attracted to Perryport,
The explicit stereotype,'however. Qas much mbre negative
and more distinctly pejorative than in Perryport. The new-
comers were mbre'reSentful'cdncerning the stereotype~énd*~wwmwmmw
the blogks it created to achieving thelr aspirations.,

Non=- Portuguesemjustlfy their pejorative stereotype
by pointing to the declining economy and the declining
population, The-unemployméﬁt figure is one of the higﬁest
in the country and yet the Portuguese keep arriving.!b:ingihg
more of the type of péopie we don't need," The Portuguese
percentage of the population is increasing because many of

P the more occupationally mcbile are leaviﬁg. This, argues
the non- Pomtuguese, "leaves us with a bunch of unskilled
workers that we can't train because they don't have enough
basic education." This argument 1;_;569 50 years old by now,
_ The reason for the continuing influx can be found in
the Tevised immigration laws, The Portuguese know of the
employment difficqities yet the e;i@ination of the quota
system and establishment of the 'preﬁerential categbry” law
almost reqhires that they‘continue to come to a city with
a large Portuguese populatioh, The Immigration act of 1965
(75 Stat, 911), and especially the second and the fifth |
preferences forces the immigrant to go to the point of his
sponeor, Admitted are spouses, unmarried children of
a U.,5, citizen's

LeSLdent allens;/51b11ngs, and sibling’'s spouse and rhlldren.

Though statistical data are lacking, estimates are that only

same 60+ of the new immigrants have stayed. For thls graoup.

there are two domihant strategies; education and personallzed
"manipulation of the system, e
: <
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'y own impressions and discussions witn school
officials indicate that the newcomer is more-inclined
to ssze education as a solution to some of his problems'
of adjustment. The newcomers are, of course, better
educated than those 1mmlgrants oF 75 lBD years ago. He

is more culturally conditioned by his own milieu to see

education as a useful tool in making a living., The

" Portuguese school system has'improved immensely over

““the last 50 years--particularly in relation to filling

the needs of the poor., The newcomersare thus more ready
to sacrifice immediate income for.deFerred wealth and/or
status, |

The second strategy was succinctly put by. one informant
when I asked him why the Portugoese of Texton didn't get

tocether and try to improve the positionigf the‘group's

members--",,,the last to be hired and the first to be fired.”

e replied: | ‘ : f?L

How do you change it? We can't control the bosses.
And the_unions are for;the bosses, And every Portuguese
lis for himself You look around and you see'we can't
gven cooperate to get a good £§§£g going llke they do
over in Perryport Gver there they work together and
it laststhe whole uweek end., It's,a big thing with
everybody worklng to help 1t make, Here, you start
something and this group frgﬁfg/;lth thatbone,_and won't
work with another one, and this.guy can't stand that one,

e can't get cooperation for anything., It's every oerson
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for himself, Why shduld anyone try to gét people to

worl tonether when experience shows that after your

back is broken to npush the thing, somseone along the

line starts-pushiﬁg his own thing and it all collapses,

You learn pretty soon not to bother, I tried but I

found out that the other guy was for himself anc I

was being thé only one who wasn't getting himself

taken care of, Now I look out for me and mine. That's

the way things are here;- | . |

In Texton, then, there is much individqal resentment of
the social field in which thg immigrant must operatevbut
.fhere is little if any eqordinated.groﬁb effort to élterh
the situation, particularly as it is affected by the
negative stefeotvﬂq which structures the cqmmunidatidﬁ'
process betweén newcomers and éld timers, between Porthguese
and non-Portuquese, In this city,. the Portuguese came, en
masse, ancd both then énd now are é highly visible group
because of their raiaﬁionship to the ezonomic structure of_
'the community, They were of dubious value so long as they
contributed to the financial weli-béing of Textoﬁ entrepreneurs,
Now; however, the city has seen 50 years of decline--and the
end is not yet in sight., They had worn out their welcome
and not only didn't know enough to leave but were inviting
others to cohe and stay. o |
The peansive atomism which was tducheq upon.earlier

is a ecritical aspect of 1life in what’one hesitantly calls




-
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"the Lortucuese community.'’ There are divisive forces im-

ns=2 by the community and by the occupational. structure--

=

rces which are either lacking or much weaker in Perryport,
Lnz example of this can be-found-in-the.more.explicit .
boungariss which mark one neighb&rhood‘off from another

and which have rankings about which there is a high

“eaoree of agreement: "good class,"” "poor but ggpectable,"
"downhill,” "a real slumy"-

"The newcomer to Texton has moved into an gntifély

3ifferent environment--in terms of his own perception--

From thét of Ferryport. He must, as an immigrant, adopt
diffarsnt strategies, and this differential process means

that the perception of American life, and the resultant
Fhog
acculturative.process (as well as wh&th—a#—hts—tradltlonal
u,kla‘\
valuesNare retalned) will be dlfferent Thls-was ex=

plicitly recognLZed_by every informant with whom I spoke

im either city. @hen asked, "0Uo you think‘@hiﬁés‘mgg}%

-

be just‘%he same if you lived in‘(Perryport/Texton)?"
always received a negatiye answer--though thé reasons_fo;
and nature of the differences varied in type, and ranged -
From ﬁighly.positive to highly negative in the evaluation of
thz alternative. |

in sum, rerryport and Texton present dlfferlng soc1§£~;
fields for the Fortuguese 1mmlgrant of today. In thé>former-

thers is a grezater sense of communlty involvement and a

oradter belief that the system can be altered so as to be

lfj

... mpre satisfactory. - Though there is conflict it appears
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te be the kind which is predicated on the assumption that
hene o i npossible. The groups exist but there are links
Secbeeon and amnng them and thus the system is moare opon
to cohmunication and more responsive to change, And there
are institutional forms of substance in-the community
which provide a foundation for analagous associations,
-espite the fact that.the non~Portuguese might see the
Perryporter as more discontent than his‘fellow in fexton
the former actually appears to have a greater sense of
involvement with and concérn for the town of which he is
a part, He wants it to change, ard-he believes h& can
make it change, and that it will want to, and so he stays.
Texton, on the other'ﬁand, has isolafed its people--
occupationélly, geogfaphically, ancd socially, Faced withz
a far more negative ethnic stereotype the Texton immigrant
emphasizes‘the individualized strategies-~self improvemené,
flight, or sométhing strongly akin to_BanField's amora{ww
familism, Thé difference may be indicated by the responses
to &he question,‘"Do you think life wauld be betfer, say, in
Canada?" (All of the iﬁfofm;hts had friends or kin there.)
3§ but of 53 Texton informants said Yes and 16 indicated that
thay thought they might or definitely would emigrate there.
Gf the 37 Perryport immigrants queried, 9 said life would

*

be better but only 1 indicated that he planned to emigrate.

As yet I have not been able to explore the attitudes
of the host community in any systematic fashion but there
are some intriguing, programmatic points;which may be stated

o briefly. The attitudes of.the host commdnity will be determined bg
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1. The format of immigration (e.g., gradual

o

vs, sharp increase)s D

==

?. The occunations filled and the economic niche

sccupied (sometimes to be too successful is

- worse than not being successful enoughs-soméMm‘
oeacple ars hostile because of the financial
‘ L ot
success achieved by the immigrants, and—witness
.

th

{1

"plight of the Ugandan Asians);
3. The degree of sccial visibility maintained by

the immiocrants; e,

T ettty vnsy

4, The degree of *fit' between the aspifations of
the immigrants and the current climate of cpinion
{s.g., ethnic self—con5ciousnesé is encouraged
: v .
today, as it was not 100 years aga, and thus
attempts by ;a foreigner' to alter the system
- are reaciéd.to muchlmore favorably than they
would bave been in 1870).
T In conclusion, one may see sharp differéhces in the type 5v~;
. _—_-of acculturative stresses, the type of accultufatiVE/patterné
adoptec, the stratenies opted for to maximize ihe pérficular
type of 'succeés' encouraged in a given milieu, and the
degree of intspratedness felt to be achieved, That, of courée,
is 211 this paper attempted to demonstrate--that thefz ggg‘
cifferences which exist which are as critical to an analysis
aéﬁgée generaiizad_structural elements, Such factors ?ffér
sams insight as te influences on immipration pétterns; why

some cities ars integrated ancd others atomistic (why, during

"];BJK; the 19

(8}

s, for example, did some cities experience racial
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racial étrife while others and, mos£ peculiarly, some
which were predicted to have 'highly explosive poﬁential'
did not?);‘where the greatest stress will be for new
arriyals (especially if one can determine the critical
asﬁects of their expectations and aspirations). Fihally,
the use 6? this particularistic historical approach wiil
provide markers for determining what might be some of the
structﬁrai:similaritieskwhich'qQ.eXist7despité historical

differences,

al

P .
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