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LBSTRACT

In this project, the concept of pupil control
ideology was studied as it applied to student teachers. Those
students at Central Missouri State University who were coampleting
their student teaching experience during the winter and spring terms
of 1970 participated in the study. The two hypotheses tested were
that a) there will be no significant difference in the mean scores of
pupil control ideologies of student teachers from different
socioeconoaic backgroumds and b) there will be no significant change
in the pupil control ideology of teachers in the primary grades group
with respect to their pretest and posttest scores. The measuresent
instrument was the Pupil Control Ideology foram. Within the
limitations of the study, both null hypotheses were accepted. The
findings suggest that belief orientations that student teachers hold
about pupil control are no% influenced significantly by the effects
of differing socioeconomic status and that the student teacher's
perceptions of life in the classroom relative to pupil control and
his actual experiences in the classroom are fairly congruent.
(Author/HMD)




! U'S DEPARTMENTOF HEALTH,

Tt EDUCATION & WELFARE

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF

. . EDUCATION
) '~ 1HIs DOCUMENT HAS BEEN REPRO
DUCED EXACTLY a5 RECEIVED FROM
* . THE PERSON OR ORGANIZATION ORIGIN
ATING IT POINTS OF VIEW DR OPINIONS
cv.g o T e e STATED DO NOT NECESSARILY REPRE
M ‘ TETNMT PTAS I SENTOFFICIAL NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF
PUPIL CONTRCL IN STUDENT TEZACHING EQUCATION POSITION OR POLICY

Harvey A Gossen

Traditicnally, the zct of teschint hrs been conceived of as simoply the
transmission cof knewledre fron & teacnev---oresumably a person of above average
intelligence--to a grcup ¢ sceiety's neophytes. The educaticnal spotlight
was on the teacher, the siuisnts comprised the audience, and communication was

by-and-large one way--frcm teacher to student.

ED 093839

More recently an increasing amount of attention has been directed to the
relationshic betveen student and teacher. Evidence_of this mey be seen in the
emphasis civen to the zffective domein in estzblishing instructicnal cbjectives.
The feelings of students have thus taken cn an unnrecziaited importance., |
Tauz2lly significant in the teacher-student relztionship are the feelings cof
the teacher in the teaching ;ct. Richardson describes this teacher-student
relationship as ". . . a network of feelings, attitudes and expectations binding
the teacher both to his individual pupils and to his claess &s a whole."l Traller
refers to this relaticnship as a confrontation. "Teacher and pupil confront
each other with az2ttitudes from which the underlying hostility can never be
altogether removed. "2

A ouick survey of student teachers will generally reveal that as they
enter their student teaching assicnments, their greatest fears center on this
teacher-student relationshic, and not on their commarnd of content areas to be
taught. The stucdent teacher generslly sees his 2bility to control students as
one cf the major criteriz of his success or fzilure in student teaching, and
this belief is usually given staunch supoert by those who suﬁcrvise his ac-
tivities and evsluate hies work. ™"ork done ty ?uller,'filgrim znd Freeland

sugcests that contrel oroblems are a major cencern of student teachers.
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Abbott has written ;bout the function of ideclosy as en intervening vari-
able in effectinz a verson's percepticns of his organizational role :.vecta-
tions.h Hoy makes applicaticn of this concept in establishing the use of the

pupil control ideology as providing "an internal zuide to action" for studying

the behavior of student teachers.5
Pupil Control Ideology

Tne Zilbert znd Levinson study of the satient ccnirol ideolocy held by

mental hospital staff member56 stimulated Tillover, Ticdell end Hoy to con-

[

cectuslize &z siniler éche:e Yor teacher-student relsbicnsnics,
called the Punil Centrol Ideclosy Form (?CI Torm).

Coersticnelizing 2 measure ©f nunil contrel criontation was esccomnlisned
throurh a twenty item instrument utilizing a2 Likert-tyse scale., Items were
scored using a numerical sczle ranring from 1 to 5. The hizher the score the
more custodial the pupil control ideology of the respondent.

Validity of the PCI Form was established by asking princisels to icentify
a Spécified nunber of teachers considered to be highly custcdial or humanistic.
Aoproxinately 15 per cent of the faculty was identified with each type. ifean
scores for each grcup were compared usine 2 7 test cf the difference of means.
A one-tailed test produced a2 T value of 2,539, indicatine a difference in the
expected cdirecticn at a J1 level of sienificence. A cross-validation using a
new semnle and similer technigues wes sis-nificant et the 001 level.3

Ry correlatins even with odd-item subrceres, a split-hzlf relisbility was

calculated. The Fearson oroducte-mement coefficient was .71 #nd the Spearmen-

Arown correct coefficient was .°5.
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Protetyoes of aumenistic and custodial orientations may be briefly described
as follows: "The model of the humanistic crientation is . . . Students! learn-
ing and behavior is viewed in psychological and sociological terms rather than
moralistic terms . . . The humenistic teacher is optimistic that, throuch close
personal relationshivs with pupils and the vositive aspects of friendshiv and ’
respect, students will be self-disciplining rather than discinlined."10

"The ricidly tracitional sch&ol serves 25 & model for custcdial orientatien.
This ¥ind of organization orovides a highly ccntrolled setiing concerned ori-

marily with the maintensuce of order . . . TFessimism and watchiul mistrust

imtus the cusiciisl wviswzoint o o o 3oth povwer and cemmunicaticn flew devnwerd,

. A
znd stucdents are excected to accept the cecisions of teachers without cuestion."+1

3 ~em -y o2
Srcicocondmic Status (977)

\

One varizble under consideration in this study of pucil control ideology of
student teachers was that of the socioecconomic backzround of the student teacher.
The first impulse of the writers wes to simoly rredict that peovle of different

- K3 S - 4
vary sigsnilicent]

-

s . e .- o el
CQINTrIC TRIITTCUNIS WOl

Y1,

crat o ot aes s .
scelc in their ouril ccniroel

idecic ;e U007 zsemed reasonabls in the licht of the general agzresment in the

literature that child rearing differs by SIS grouvs and consecuently values

established very as wcll.l » 13, 1k Furthermore, Carlson hes found that

" . . tezchers see educaticn 2¢ the roal with middle and unzer class children
w15

hut substitute discizline as the ccal with lowsr class children, It secemed

likely that a teacher crisinnstinege in the lowver classzes would tezch as she was
taurnt, However, this zind of raticnalizins would irnere the "meltinz not"

-~

effect of three to four years cof cellere 1ife, “izioni sum~ests that even

thou~h the roveonnlity structure hes besiczlly been ecilablished, that the
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4. « o learning of specific skills and role orientstions continues with every
change of status, in particular with membership in new sociel units, such as
organizations."15

doy says that ". . . few members can escape the formative influence of the
values, exvectations, incentives, and sanctions of the orpaﬂlzatlon."l7 Thus
it becomes eviden® that, in fact, one mizht expect the rupil control ideoclogzies
of students orevaring for teachinr to steadily move toward 2 level of commonality.
Therelore, if the influence of S=S has been dissipsted or recrranized, cne misht
well expect that there would be no simmificant difference in the pucil control
iceclceries o” verinnins student teachers witn ressect to taeir sceiczeconemic
backzround,

The ICRC Cccupaticnzl Prestige Scale was an cutzrowth of werk cone by Alha
Idwards in classifrinz occupations for tae Rureeu of the Census, Xorth ané
Yatt chose ninety occupations and asked z guctz sample of 2,720 pecvle in the
United States to rank these in order of prestige. Two items were given

18 These occupations

alternate titles, so 88 occupations were actually listed.
were rated as voor, scmewnst belew averare, sverar=, =zcod, and excellent,1?
varerical velues 1 *nrcush § resnectively were essi-ned te those retinrs.
The frecuencies for each ratine were reduced io nercentaces and averaged for
all five ratinzs. "on't kncw" resconses were excluded. The hirhest averace
score was ranked as the number one orestise cccumaticn.

crAn

The relizbility of the HCRC Scele was estezblished in 1943 when ‘odee,

Siercl, znd Ressi renlicated the 10L7 NCRC study. They feund & .59 correla-

tion on the rank order of cccupational llstln,..go
This listins of occunaticns was divided into [ive cetegeories by Kahl.2l

- 2

study the arcups includine semi-skilled and unskilled

g
1521

or the vurncses of this



workars were grcuped together under the title low SZS. The semi-professional
and professional erouns cemncsed the high SZIS group, and the skilled workers

made up the middle STS eroun.
Hyootheses

Several hyvnotheses viere considered for this study. First and foremost
wag the following:
5. 1. There will te no sirnificant differeace in the mean scores of the
tunil control ideoclecrias cof student teachers from different sociceccnomic
*
1

.
kzrcunds,

tac
Another hyvothesis under consideraticn vas based cn sheer exverience of

working in suvervision of student teaching. On an informal basis, student

teachers were asked *. the writers to identify what they rerceived to be the

votentially moét threatening oroblem they fzced as they were beginning their

student teaching exverience. Almost withcut fail this was identified as

nupil contrel., The same creoblem was vosed asain at the completicn of student

teachine. There was an almost consistent changze for the lewer primary teachers

this time. ‘licw the major oreblem had bscome the utilization of time. Cn

the sirenrth cof this leedvacx, the followiné orediction was made:

2. 2. Trnere will be no sianificant chance in the ounil centrel ideolozy

:

of tezcners in the ctrimary gredes group with resgect Lo treir sre-test and

Procedure

During the winter term (1949-1370) end the sorinyg term (1070), 211 Central

Uisscuri Tiste Universziiy student teeschers were asked to resroad to the

ERIC
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®unil Centrol Ideoleey Form (PCI Form) two times--once immedietely orior to
the beginning of their student teaching and again eleven weeks later, immedi-
ately after completingz their student teaching.

The forms were originally administered to L33 student teachers. The use
of the last four digits of their social security numbers for matching pre and
post forms was utilized. No names were requested. Of these L33, thirty-one
were not used in that they either could not be matched, or the sﬁbject had
~revicus ceontract teaching experience., CF the 1102 subjects included in the

study, 84 fell into the low SIS group, while 2L9 and €9 rescectively fell

into tne middle end high 73 grcuvs.
Findines

0y

Jde

A sinsle claszificaticn Anglysis of Variance was emcloyed to cemvare the

grouc neans of the three SI% grouvs. The results for 4. 1 are shevm in

Teble I, Since the cemputed F value is not simnificant, 1

o}

s I
cithier zmcreaching

icant differ-

lar)

¢ignificance, it was deemed unnecessary to check for zny signi

3 el

rices between any pairs of grouns. The null hyvpothesis He 1 is accepted.

Jocuree L

Veriatlom TR Surs ¢f Szuares Vesn Souares g
Total 101 15L38L. 2942
“ebween 2 18.£374 ¢.3L33 D.2L41%

Tae results for H, 2 corvarine the ore ond post-student teochins TCI Ferm
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computed F value is less than the required value, the null hypothesis H. 2

is accented.

A Comparison of Pre

TA3LE II

and Post Student Teaching PCI Form Scores

of Primary Grade Teachers (X-3)

RIC

Source of

Variation DrF ’ean Squares F
Trials et 59.0625 2.972#
Retween Subjects 109 £1.C999
Residual 109 19.87156
Totsl 219 L0.5655 .

#Tne recuired value ror siznificance 2t tne JOF levzl is 3,93,

The findings suggest

ing socioeccnemic status.

cnly the behavicr of students

there was a considerable difference in the

grcups, znd no attempt was
rad a 2 0 3 mole=Semale v

hirh SES proue 2 1

¥l

fruitful if not only the s

teaching levsl

varizkle of

same time,

The [indirrs concernii.z . 2 certezinly

arnesr that the data suere

in the clogerocn relative

ste that the student teacher's norcentiaac of 1

4+~

Discussion

that beliefl orientetions which student teachers hold

o

about tunil centrol are not influenced siemificantly by the effects of differ-

It should be remembered that this study reflects
frem one school. It should also be noted that
male-female ratic of the three

made te control this variable. The low ST3 sreun

~-~F 5 +} - A e [T Ve “ - T - 3
ctio, the micdle 35I5 rroun & 1 to 3 male-female ratio,
. o +3 T ikt LN T
to L mele-feomele retioc. Further siudy moy Se

ex variable wculd be controlled, but elso if the
(elermentary, secendary) wculd be controlled zt the

It weuid

RO RO el
furthar study.

Bl

-~
LAY
-

tc nrunil control nis sctual experiences in the
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clzssroon are fairly consruent. If further study would support this finding,
it woulc seem that wiork could then be done to atterpt to isolate the factors
which contribute to this potential difference between primary grade teachers

and other teaching levels.-

Additional Develorments

In additicn to testincs the two hyvotheses, the data wes serused in search
cf cvessikle resulés which mizht wearrant further investizaticn. Yo hynotheses
were cdevelered., This secticn recresents simoly the follcwing of a "hunch",

withcut any well defined raticnale.

The male teacnhers were found to be more custodial than fenzle teachers—-
2 finding ovrevicusly reverted by Willcver, :1cell, and Hoy.22 Hoy also fcund
student teachers to become more custodial in their »uvil control ideclogy

' ~
during the stucent teaching te::'m.“3 This study found that not only were mzies
more custedizl in their vuvil centrol ideclcegy than were femsles vrior to the
student teaching exverience, tut that the meles beczme more custeodizl in their
oupil control ideclocgy at a2 significantly creater rate durine student teach-
ing than did the femsle teachers,

L similar fincding was nchiced when student teacners' ®CI Form scores were
comsared by their level of teacninsm assiznments, The secoacdary teachers were
sirnificantly more custcdizl in their rnusil ceontrcl ideclery then were
elermentary teachers. Similar intormation wes rencrted by "illower, “icdell and

. ,

“ey in the oririnal mcncgrsmh.zd his study found the scceendary teachers bHe-

ceming more custedial in thelr sunil control ideclory at o sirnificantly

A

grezter rato durine the course of their student teach iqq term,
The writers ceormnared the zost student teachine scores on the FCI Form

: - 3 SRR B ey Zﬂ- 3~ - N N -3 Y + . se, 3 M
or the Sccial Studies ond lisn stulent teachers with the Art, “lusic, and
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Toreimm lanruage studegt teachers. It was conjectured that the teachers of
coursee which were usually "required" of all students might be more custodial
than the teachers of electives. However, there was no significant difference
in these two orouvs.

The PCI Form scores of the Art, lusic, and Foreign Language student
teachers were also compared with those scores of two other grecups. The
writers felt the ressonsitility of the Physical Zducaticn and Iﬁdustrial
Arts student teachers feor the zhysicel safety of thelr students mizht cause
them to be more custedial than the other groups. 'This difference Jdid not
orove to be significant at the .05 level, alticurnh it dif suoroach sig-
nificance with an ¥ score of 3.1L:3 while 3.95 was needed.

The Home Tconomics, Industriel Arts zné Zusirness student teachers 2lso

(9N

id not orcve to he simificantly more custcdial, as shown by their FCI

iy

orm scores, then +their celleamues in Art, Yusic, &nd Fereisn Lenzuazes,
A sisnificant difference was avsrosched, hewever. Tne azsumntion had been

that tnhe teachers in the skill subjects miznt be more custcdial than those

in elective subjects more closely allied to the creative asvects of learning.
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