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ABSTRACT

This paper, one in a series investigating day care
services, is based on two assumptions corcerning verbalizations of
preschool childreni (1) the complexity of verbalizations is more
iaportant than the quantity; and (2) the quality of care is directly
related to the occurrence of the complexity of verbalizations. The
higher the occurrence of complex verbalizations the more desirable
the care. To distinguish between the quality of care givea in family
day care centers and group day care centers, two hypotheses are
presented and tested which state that more complex verbalizations
(N-V-A) will be produced in the family day care center and that the
group day care center will produce more simple verbalizations (N=-V)
than complex. Ten randomly-chosen childrer between the ages of 28 and
54 months were used as subjects, and a total of 400 minutes of
observation for all the chi.ldrer were taken by trained' preschool
teachers. Results confirmed the hypotheses, but significance levels
were low due to some inherent problems in the procedures. These are
discussed. (SDH)
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THERE HAS BELN G-EAT DE=-BATE OVER WHAT TYPES OF

YERBAL BEHAVIOR ARE CHARACTERISTIC OF GUALLITY CAXES,

Ira Gorbon (19072) MAS POINTED OUT THAT HIGH INTELLECTIVS

SOTENTIAL 16 READILY OBSEIVABLE BY THE VOLUME OF TI

ME

PEERS E°PEND TALKING TO EACH OTHER, IF WE ACCEPT THISB

PREMISE THAN WE WOULD STATE THATYT A QUALITY PROGRAM

¥NULD HAVE A GREAT ODEAL OF VERBALIZING BETWEEN PEERSE,

ANCTHER FACET OF TH1S ARGUOMENT 156 WHETHER THE VOULUME

OF VERBALIZATIONS |S MORE IMPORTANT THAN THE QUALITY OF

VERBALIZATIONS, is COMPLEXITY MORE IMPORTANT THAN
VoL uME?
TWO ASSUMPTIOWS ARE BEING MACET IN THIS BTUDY!

(1) SoMPLEXITY OF VERBALIZATIONS 1S MOARE IMPORTANT

SHEER

THAN GUANTITY OF VERBAL1ZATIONSE; (2) THE ~uvaNtITY OF

CARE |1&€ O(HECTLY RELATED YO THE OCCURRENCE OF .THE

COMPLEXITY OFf VERBALIZATIONS, THE HIGHER THE OCCURRe

ENCE OF COMPLEX VERSBALIZATIONS THE MORE DEGIREABLE

CARE .

THE
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IT H.S BEEN S“HOWN THAT T-ZNLS TUWARDSE MORE VERe
2AL17IN3 IN A FamiLy DAy CARe CENTER THAN IN A GioOu?
Tav Care CENTER HAVE BeeN ESTABLISHED (Frene, 1972),
HOWNEVER, ONT ASP:CT OF THE NATURE OF THIS VOLUME OF
NVEVSZLIZ/TIONS 1S THE CHARAGTER OF THESE VERBALIZATICNS.
A2 THEY LONG OR SHORT scNTencES? SHERE vorume isn'y
AL IMZCRTANT AE THE COMALEXITY OR SOPHMISTICATION OF
THESE SENTENCESe ARE THE SU3JECTS WITHIN THE FauiLy
CAY CARE CENTERS PRODUCING JUST MORE SENTENCES OR ARE
THEY PRODLCING MORE COMPLEX SZNTENCES?

I am PReED'cTING THATE (1) S8 IN THE FaMILY Uav
Care CEINTER WILL PROCUCE MORE COMPLEX VERBALIZATIONS

{2) 85 1N rtHe Grour DAy CAmRe CENTER WILL PRODUCE MORE

GIMPLE VERBALIZATIONS THAN COMPLEX VERBALIZATIONS,

N
7
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METHOD

SuBUECTS S

TeN S6y FIVE MALES AND FIVE FEMALES BETWEEN THE
AGES OF 2% aND 34 MONTHSE. ALL WERE WHITE CHILDREN
ATTEYOING DAY CARE CENTERS FULL TIMe (° Hrs/oav),
THREE MALES AND TWO FEMALES JERE RANDCMLY SELECTED
FRAM A FAMILY DAY CARE CENTER, THE SAME WASE CONE
IN A JROUP DAY CARE CENTER, THE Ghobp AND FAMILY CAY
CARE CENTERS VWERE MATCHED FOR A TRADITIONAL NURSECRY
SEYTINGS ZMPHASIZING EESENTIALLY CUSTOCIAL CARE OF

CHILDHEN o
MATERIALS Y
CACH CBASERVER MAD TWO STOP WATCHES T3 RECORD THE

TIME SPENT IN NwuV A5 VERSUS N=VeA SENTENCES OR VERGALI =~

TLTIONS.,:
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SETTING?

THE THO CT"NTERS WERE IN THE [|8LIP TOWNSHI? LOCATED
1ty THS SOUTH-CENTRAL PORTION OF LONG IS5LAND, NEW YORK,
THILE HIRE LOW TO MIDOLE INCOME AREAS.,

IN B2TH CEFNTERS THERE WERE WELL=DEFINED ACTIVITY
AREsS. THESE ACTIVITY AREAS WERE A COGNITIVE GAMES AREA,
A PLCCKS AXZAy AN ART AREA, A FREE PLAY AREA, ANC A
NRAMATIC PLAY AREA, ACTIVITY AREAS WERE DELINEATED ON
THE FOLLOWING CRITERIAS BLOCKS AREA=wAN AREA THAT CON=
TAINZD ANY TYPE OF BUILDING TOoYs (ERECTOR BETS, UNIT
BLOCKS, HOLLOW aLOCKs)} ART AREA==~CONTAINED CRAYONS,
COLORING BLOCKS, EASILS, COLULAGE MATERIALS (FELT, P/ ER, 2
ZCIESFORS); COGNITIVE GAMES A@:A--cbutAnNeo PUZZLES,y MANI =
PULATIVE SMALL MUSCLE TOYS)

DB TIC PLAY AREA=~«CONTAILINED

6OLLS, CARRIAGES, DRESSeUP L6} FREE PLAY AREA==

CONTAINED OUTCOOR EQUIPMENT |AND LARG UECLE EQU1I>MENT,
ACTIVITY AREAS “ERE BAOKEN OKF FROM EACH OTHER 8Y WAIST
H134 (ADULT HE1GHT SHELVES ORVTOY CABINETSE)s IN BOTH

CENTERS, ALL ACTYIVIYY AREAG WERE EMARAS{ZED EQUALLY

(1eEs CHILDREN SPENT AN EQUAL AMOUNT OF TIME IN ALL AREAS ).
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2 CORDINGSES

THE VEIRBALIZATIONE WwElE RECORDED AS EITHER NeV
(NCUN~VERB OR SIMPLE VEABALIZATIONS) OR N=VeA (NouNn-
VERE=-ADVERB OR NOUN OR COMPLEX VERBALIZATIONS)e THE
ST0P=WATCHES WOULD BE STAATED 6IMULTANEOUSLY FOR THE
08SERVERs |F THE VERBALIZATIONS WERE A SIMPLE VERBALI=
ZATICONGy THE OBSERAVER WOULDO ELETOP ONE STOP MATCH AT THE
CONMPLETION OF THE VERSALIZATION AND RECCRO THE TiMmE
VERBALIZINGs |F THE VERBALIZATIONE WERE A COMPLEX
VEXBALIZATIONS, THE OBSERVEAR W-ULD LET BOTH STOP=WATCHES
RUN JRTIL THE COMPLETION OF THE VERBALIZATIONS, THEN

RECCRD THE TIMZ OF THE COMPLT"X VERIALIZATION,
PROCTDURE L

THE OBSERVENRS WHO DID THE RECORDINGS WERE PRESCHOOL
TEACHERSs OCNE MALE, ONE FEMALEese TRAINING OF OBSERVERS
WAS DANE ONE WEEK IN ADVANCE TO THE ACTUALLY COLLECTING
OF THE DATA FOR THE STUDY,

THE OBSERVERS WERE LOCATED DN TYHE PERIPHERY OF THE

ROOM, TMEY WERE FREE TO MOVE ALONG THE SERIPHERY OF THE
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CINTERE IN ODRDSR TO GET A BETTEX VIEW OF THE CHILDREN
AND TCO HTAR THE CHILOREN BETTER FCR VERSALIZATIONS,
THE C3SERVERE &-ENT 20 MINUTES IN THE MORNINSG BETWEEN
1C:Cr-1C23C IN THE cawrsas; THESE TIMES WERE SELCCTED
;ca THE STAFF INYERACTED WITH THE CHILDREN AS LITTLE AS
SGC.IBLE CURING THIS TIME. THZIARE wWAS NO LaRGE GRO2UP PLAVY,
THE CHILOGAREN NERE ENGAGED IN S2LITARY PLAY OR GRCUP PLAY
WITHOUTYT ASULT INTERVEMTION.

THZ OBSERVERS WOULD SPsND THEIR 2C MINUTES OF EACH
DAY AS FOLLOWSE THEY WOULD ENTER ONE OF THE CENTERS,
SYNCHRONIZE THEIR STOP WATCHES 0 THAT EACH OBSERVER
STAHTED OBSERVING AT PRECISELY THE SAME TIME, ONLY THE
TIMINGS WERE KEPT ON EACH OF THE TEN S8 AS THEY VERBALIZED
WITHIN THE CENTERS., FORTY MINUYES OF OBSERVATIONS WERE
OBTAINFD FOR EACH Sa THERE wWAS A TovaL of LUOC MiNuTES
OF CSSERVATIONS FOR ALL 8§84 THE OEBSERVATIONS WERE DONE
OVER A TWO WEEX PERIODes FOUR TEN MINUTE SESESION' WERE
TAVEN ON EFACH SUBJECT,

YELIABILITY WAS CALCULATED FOR TME 1WO OBSERVERSE
FOR EACH TEN MINUTE OBSERVATION BESSIONs RELIASILITY
468 CALCULATED BY THE OBSERVERS NHERE I F YHEY WERE

VI THEN 30 SECONDS OF EACH OTHER FOR THEIR TIMINGS

PAruntext provided by enic [ERE
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OBTAINZID ON THEIR STOP-WATCHMES, THE OBSERVATION WAS
CONSICERED VALIDs TH1E AVE-AGED OUT TO A +05 RELIABILITY

CHECt FOR FACH SESSION.

RESULTS AND CZ1SCULSICN

As cAN BE SEEN IN Fteure 1y, THE S8 WERE PROCUCING
MORE N=Y=A (CCMPLEX SENTENCE STRUCTURES) IN THE FamiLy
Day Care Centers (Ta1,96, pL.10)s |IN THE SrROuP Davy Cart
CenNTER (SEE FIGURE 2), THE 56 PRODUCED MORE N=V THAN NemV=A

SENTENCE STRUCTURES (T=2,01, p <,10),
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Inseay Figure 1

On SO G B s T N SO e S R i A e AR WS e Gm Sy o

THERE WERE SOME INHERENT PROBLEMS WITH THIS STUSY
WHICH PRODABLY CAUSED THE LOW SIGNIFICANCE LEVELS, Twe
MANNE OF RECORDING.TIMES THROUGH THE USBE OF THE 5T0P=

HWATCHES WAE OIFFICULT AND CUMBERSBCME TRYING TH COORBDINATE
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Figure 1

T-TESTS CCYPUTED ON NUMBER OF VEARBALl=
ZATIONS PRODUCED 8B8Y S8 IN FaMiry Dayvy Carc CENTERS
ON N~V AND Ne~V=A SENTENCE STRUCTURES

NUMBER OF VERBALIZATIONS
N-V 1210
N=V=-A 2026
T=TESY 1.956¢
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Fioure 2

T=TESTS COMPUTED ON NUMBER OF VERBALI=
2ATIGNS PROOUCED BY S8 IN GRouP Cav Cawe CENTERS
ON N=V AND N=V~A BENCENCE STAUCTURES

f
NUMBER OF VERGALIZATIONS
N-V 1936
N=V-A 1677
4.
T-TEST 2,01%

* p< .10




A uiToxt Provided by Enic [RECIORNES

Fiene Pase 10

YOUR HANDS FOR SIMPLE AS VERSUS COMPLEX VERBALIZATIONS
MADZ §T EXTREMELY olrrlcﬁﬂf'ON THE 0BSERVERS, THE PROBLEM
OF ANTICI®PATION IN “RYING TO FIGURE OUT WNHEN A CHILO WAS
TALKING ANE JUST MCVING HIS LIPS MADE FOR DIFFICULTIES

IN OBSERVATIONS,

~ .
NN

IN FUTURE BSTUDIES, | WOULD RECOMMEND CCUNTING THE
FREAUEINCY THAT A VERBALIZA ION OCSURRED HKATHER THAN 178
DURATION., THIS WOULD PROVIDE A MORE VALID MEANS OF

RECORDING,
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