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A study of the relationship belween Lhe ethnic origin of the

or and the student earollment in Bithnic Studies c¢lasses.
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provliems:

(1) The rajority of the counselors atv Pasadena Cily College

(2) There is decreasing enrollment in Bthnic Studie
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(3) Counselors nave litile baczground in Ethnic Studies.
The atove 4hree are factual in nature, The following statement

is a widely neld velief and can be considered part of the problen.

\ s o -y 3 o~ 3l
(L) Students are discouraged from taxing Ethnic 3tudies

More than one avpothesis was developed to direct our »racticum
NY p

study. For our study we have used two (2) hypotheses whnich we feel

we nave investigated in the time available.
“ney are as Tollows:
1. Counselors wno are menoers of an ethnic minority enroll a

higher percentage of students in Ethnic Studies to other
counselors.
2. Counselors ernroll a disproportionately low numnber of '’

L4
nirority students in Ethnic Studies classes in relationship

vo the total Ethaic school population.
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All colleges have many different and wide reaching types of

proovleis tgey must face &nd nope Lo solve, Pa ena City College
has nad an increasing enroliment of eihinic uinorities, yet enroli-
ment ?n the Minnic 8tudies curriculun has not reflected the sane
inerease, TWhe guestion being aszed by faculily and svafi is, of

course, wny? All programs must play the nuabers game in order to

[

continue to exist, In reviewing the significance of practicun
study several additional elements exist.

:

rst is that there is a decreasing enroliment in Zthnic

P

The §

Studies at the college., This decrease has been for the most part
flected in the past two years. Percentaze decline is estimated

in the area of 30 to 50 per-cent in Black and Caicano Studies
cozbined. Altahough the same number of sections are continued
be offered the average class enrollment 1s down. Some of the
reasons for itnils decline hopefully will be refliected in the
results of our study.

Another eclement of the prodvlem is that Fthnic Studies classes

appesar to be held in low regard and/or have a poor image. Personal

(¥4

ca

observat ons and attitudes of some faculty tend to indicate that
there is a lack of understanding of the value of the ©thnic Studies
curricuium to all students.

An additional factor in the study is the make up of the
counseling steff. Few maembers of the Pasadena City College
full-time counseling stadf are members of an ethnic minority.

Few menber have an understanding of the function and goals of

O
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to the students. The {dea tnat Black studlies ave only for Blacks
-~ + %
for Chicanos geoes conbdrary to the

concept of the function of a community college. All tygpes of siu-

dents should feel thoy may venefit from & varied college curricu-

lun., 7he problem beccmes even movre complex when Blacks and Chicanos
begin to feel outside pressure that Hthnic Studies lacks {mportance

or prestige in relationsnip to other curriculum. These ztiitudes

~ D

and pressures may naxe students feel that these courses are not as

important as others and even Blacks and Chicancs Tegin to lose

Ny

nt of their benefizi.
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The role of the counselor in programing students and advising
students on college courses is a cridical factor in influencing
attitudes toward Ethnic Studies curriculun. All students can bene-
fit {rom tnese courses. Wnat is essential, however, is an under-
standing of the goals and purposes of Etnhnic Studies by counselors,

stucents and faculty.

The EZthnic Studles Program at Pasaderna City College Is more than

a few courses. It oifers the college another opportunivy to
address itself to the following topics:

(a) Student recruitment;

(p) Admissions Policies:

(¢) Counseling Personal and Academic:

{d) Financial aids;

(e) College and Comnunity Policy and Climate;



(£) Acndemic Policyy

(g) Curriculum;

(h) Research;

(1) Community Involvement and Participation;

{3) Comrunity Education;

(k) Continuing Education.

A six year search of the literature (1967 thru 1973 current)
was conducted bty the researchers. No informetion was found that
directly related to the stated problem. There was however contri-
butory or supplementai materials located and will be referred to
in following paragraphs.

The researchers noted to their great surprise that much of the
supplemental materials were found in bibliographical references
under subject headings like: culturally deprived-counseling services,
Spanish spenaking studegts, culturally deprived-educaticn and Black
power. However, some of the information (data) was located under
the following subject headings: Counselor-Client relationship,

U.S. Minorities and Afro-American Studies. No reference were given
to Chicano Studies as a subject heading.

The year 1967 was chosen'as a focal point to begin the search
of the literature because that year is about the time that Ethnic
Studies curricula was being developed and reported in the literature,
rationally. As part of the researchers report of the iiterature
relating to the problem area we are including the following materials

reviewed.

b~
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The American attitude toward
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major value syster';

equally if they accept the basic

In finel justification for a
found in the literature and verba
{counselor, teacners, administrat

ethnic studies have no vocaticnal
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the Amneric:
inciusive treatment

A. Conen boox, entitled Man in

o

.Y
aeeQas

Nunber

o Cnicano Student.s. NCRI

3, Pebruary 1672.

on Soclal Work Curriculw: Development.
fov neonewmically Disadvantazed Groupns
nel Paper of the Consortium of Texas
o
1 Tatterns funong Low=lncome Anglo=-
rican, and llegro Youun.
2ll men is an important Lrait of

an edaucationnl system has

L ol ethnic-minority contributions

.

aborates on tne avove
equal

mperative

50.

ps ave of Arrican and Mexican ancestry.

cr

the American socie
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maintain certain
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{ke Zuro-imerica patterns, (2) an
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n 15 probable unique, in that t e

124
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wnose ancestors were held in slavery

equality of treatment really means:

that 1s people are, or should be, treated

beliefs and behaviors of the social
study of this problem the researcher

1 references by concerned people

ors, etc.) both black and white that

epplications. In other words, what
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kind of & Joo can one gel? Or, as Bayard Ruskin, Director of A. Philip

Randolpn Tnstitute, indicated "What in the hell are the use of soul
courses in tne real worldf"

The Atlantic Journal and Constitution of June 1669 reported that
colleges and universities and students ave Tinding that there jsn't
mucn & person can ¢o with courses or & degree in ethtic studies except

Yne reseavchers want to point to the Tact that nany other acades
flelds alsoc have teacning or semi-teaching vocational attachments.
Pnilosophy, English, History, Sociology, and Psychology are Jusl a few.

William Smith, in his article in the Journal of Black Stiudivs,

. s "o ) - \
entitled "Reports of Programs, Practices or Technigues" states thit colleges

and universities across the Lountrv that will erroneously assume that
graduates with degrees in ethnic studies cannct secure employment, and will
therefore use this as an excuse not to initiel such a program or caution
prouspective student against enrollment in such courses,

The researchers offer for consideration the following aliernatives as

(>

-

es beside cultural enrichment

[

vailues for students who enroll in ethnic stud

and teacn

}..J-

rospects,

k@)

ng

1. Those who want to become counselors, social workers, or noverty
' worsers in w ethnic minority community will find ethrnic studies
. very nelpful.

2, A graduate with etnhni
minority Jjuvenile
departments,

¢ studies would be bet
G

i t 2
delinquents as probation of ers and poliice

3. Gracduates with ethnic studies background could be ax;¢o,o in such

goveramant programs as Project Tor Youth Upward Bound, rodel Cities
wnich require liberal aris degrees.

4. Insurance companies are also avenues for praduates of ethnic studies,
particularly rnow “that many of the larger ones, wnich previously hired

all wnite applicants are now hiring ethnic minority applicants, re-
gardless of their major, to return to their respective communitiecs
and soiicit business.

S, Students in ethnic studies whose minor fields of concentration

A=

paved 1o work witn
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are in psycrnology, sociology, nistory, physical cducation, busineas,
foreign langpuages, home economics, accounting, econonics, ets.,, will
find positions available Lo them in these arcas where knowledge of
ethnie winority people is essential,

udents who major in Chicano studies and
13 be vetter able o understand

(a) ¥or exumple
S il
ster forrmulates his self-concent

Oy W

youny
and how vsychological principies cuan ve applied o aid
Chicano people in general.

Aw an example of past enrolliment of {hicunos and Blacks atl Pasadens

lege, the researvchers are including a survey of enrollmunt in

the past two years to help establish the significance of the study.

SPR

-

4o

WO N AT *(
el it

L
(2 full years)

Total Percent of No. of Percent of No. of
Blachks Blacks C(hicanos Chicanos
1971-72 14,558 10.4t 1,930 5,06 oL

1971-T2 15,169 10.21 1,548 5.2k 794
1972-73 15,746 11.0L 1,738 5.8k 919

1972-73 16,631 10.7 1,779 5.80 Goh

in swuzary uses of the research will bde

1. The development of data regarding the problem.

2., To inform the proper administirative offic.als about
the problem so that relevant in-service training in
the counseling department will take place.

3. 7o increase enrollment in Ethnic Studies courses.

L., 7o show administrators that there im a need to do
something about the image of Ethnic 3tudies.

»

5. To recomzend the hiring of more minorities on the

counseling staff.

-0-



V. BRIRIVICH OU UERNS

For thu purpose of our practicum study the foilowing terms
and doefinitions have been used:

A

1, Ethnic Studies - Courses esieblished to study the contri-

bution of Chicunos and Blacks (in the form of Chicano Studies
and 3.ack Studies) Lo Auerican culture and Society.

2. Swudents - All Students envolled both day snd nighv for
college credit courscs.

3. Full-tirme Students ~ Students enrolled in 12 semester hours

v

of college credit units or umore per semester,

. Part-tipe Students - Students enrolled in less than 12

semester hours of collepe credit units per semester.

5. Counselors - Full-time ceriificated faculted assigned to
full-time counseling who are in charge of programming
studentis.

6. Pari-time Counselors - Counselors with other duties as part

f their college assignment.

7. Counselor Cede Nunker - The number assigred io counselors

for computer and form use to indicate the counselor of

the student.

8. Ethnie Virorities - biack and Chicano Students at Pasadena

9. lack Studics Curriculum - For the purpose of the study

the following courses are considered the Black Studies
Curriculumn: ,
Art 2 - History of African/Afro fAmerican Art.
Speech I - Fundamentals of Speech-Black Rhetoric.
English 50A4B - Afro-American Literature.

Q
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13.
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Swahiii T & II - Elementary Swahili.
Music 25 ~ Afro-American Music.

Hist. 290 ~ Afro-/merican to 18065,

Hist. 298 -~ Afro-Amcrican from 1865,

Psych, 29 -~ Psych of Afro-American
Soe, 29 - Socio of Afro-American.

Chicano Studirs Curriculum - For the purpose of the study

the following courses are considered tne Cnicano Studies
Curriculwna:

Anthro 31 - Mexican andé Chicano Culture.

Hist. 30 - History of Mexico.

Hist. 31 -~ The Chicano in the Southwest.

Philos. 31 - Contemporary Thouzht of tne Chicano.

Psych. 31 -~ Studies in Cnicano Behavior.

Socio, 31 -~ Sociology of the Chicano. \

Span, 1 -~ Elementary Spanish - Spanish for the Spanish Speaking.
Span. 31 - Language of the Barrio.

Chicenos - Americans of Mexican descent whose family

histories are traceable to Mexico.

Blacks - A black American whose ancestry is traceable 1o Africa,

Anglo or Anrlo American = These terms refer specifically to

Americans who are non-Mexican or non-Black in heritage.

]l
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VI,  LIMITATLIONG OF HE STUDY

Various limitations are involved witlh our practicum gwudy. First,

5 that the study provably relflect only on the prodlem as it relates
to Pusadena City College. Not all community colleges use the individual
counseling and programming wethod for their studerts, Second, on
additional limitation is that sone of the counselors have only recently
been added to the staff, Their contridbution to the enroliment of
students in Ethnic Studlies classes mey not be reflected in the statistics
and other data we hope to collect. Thnird, our practicum study will
cover only the present fall semester enrollment and not & historical
study of the @ata. Thi§ may limit any generalities as far as study
resulis are concerned but it does still give us a fair sample of about
500 etnnic minority students. Fourth, is the realization that Ethnic
Studies is relatively new to the college curricwlum resulting in a
lack of statistical data. Fifth, because of the newness of Ethnic Studies,
sufficient research material is not availablie in the literature.

ixth, a linitation that is hard for the researchers to face but still
rnust be stated is the possibility that ethnic minorities may no longer
see Ethnic Studies courses és having an educational and vocational
value. This would, of course, influence the statistical data collected
in regard to the numbers of students enrolled in the courses to bve
part of our practicum. Seventh, the counselors sometimes program for
other counselors so.that the code number is sometimes incorrect. " The
regearchers feel that thig i{s a relatively small number of students,

'

g0 should not alter the findings of this gtudy.




[Aruitoxt provided by Eic

musu

In
e

1,

10.

Rhae STV

Y
VT TACYT A ANt Ay e AN
VTT BADTO ABSINDICNAS
i . e et e e At e e e i

undertaxing our practicum, the following acsumptions
made relative to our study!

Black students and Cnicano students are both membeors

The counselors funciion is to help all students.
There is a lack of understanding of Ethnic Studies by
the counselors.

Black Studles and Chicano Studies curriculum is an
important and relevant part of the college progran.
A1l students can benefit {rom taxking bBthinic Studies
classes.

Students not menmbers of ethnlic mirorities have little
xncvledge of Ethnic Studies curriculum.

Zthnic Studies classes can be an important factor in
increasing the enrollment of ethnic minority students
to the college.

Success of Zthnic Biudies classes remalning a part of
the college curriculum depends on thne number of
students enrolied.

Counselors have a significant influence on the pro-
gramzing of incoming freshman students.

By virtue of the counselors skin color, language, or
social origin, fney may have some disadvantage in

relating to minorities. e




VIIT, FEDCSDURES FCOR COLLECIING DATA

The data collected to complete the study, pertains to fall
1973 and are ad follows:

1, Total number of students at Pasadena City College.

2, Total numoer of Blacks and Chicanos at Pasadens City
College.

3. Total number of students enrolled in Ethnic Studies
classes,

L. ®™ctal number of ethnic minority students enrolled in

Ethnic Studies classes.

5. Total nurper of counselors at Pasadena City College.
6. Total nwcoer of Ethrnic Studies classes offered.
7. Ethnic background of counselors.

8. Total number of students enrolled by counselors in
thnic Studies classes.
9. Total number of non-ethnic minority students enrolled

.

in Ethnic Studies classes,

' The procedures the researcuers used in assembling the data

"

winich provided the results for the study was as follows:
1. Instructional Researcn Data Collection Computer
Center. The fourth week (census week data) was
provided the researchers for analysis.
2. Class roll sheets were collected from the Ethnic
.
Studies classes being offered fall 1973 semester

for analysis.

3. ‘Thg iaiest;stétiSticsaéompiled‘by ;he}?ersbnnelyf

FullText Provided by Eric AR
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This intfornation is part of the affivmative action

report bvelng prepured vy the college.

resgeaveners oY
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Counselor code infommation was provided to tne

udant Pevsonnel Office.

‘ ‘ws s ,
Tne researchoers sousht $o estublish a reasonable tioe
) 1init Lo collieet the data. The cescvarchers collectnd all datu

necessary ror the study by November 8, 1973.

IX,

FOR TENATING DATA

YA

The researchers met with
at the college to
sultation and evaluation of

treating the data, the

3

for the study.
in section III of this sctudy.

in a descriptive manner.

.

the Dean of Institutional Research

treatment of the data. After con-

the various methods possible of
esearchrers decided to use Chi-square

This method should test ithe hypotheses o...ined

~1,

The data collected is presented

Also charts, graphs, and tables ure

used to betiter illvstrate tne results of the study.
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Jhe reseavohiers gathered data from a series of sources that re-

lated Lo the stusy., Some collage wide information was provided vy

~

the Dean of

[

ingtitutional Rezearch at our campus., However, the
najority of our data nhad to be collected oy evaluating class enroil-

mont sneets of Chicano and Blacx Studies classes,

The 3rd week cunsus sheets we

*5

e collected from every ethnlc
studies class. These enroliment sheets provided the researchers
with the total nunmber of students enrolled in ethnic studies classes.
{See Tablé I). “he enrollment sheets also indicated which counselors

nad enrciled the students. This information was essential to our

0

tudy since our new hyvpothesis deals with the relationship between
the ethric background of the Counselors and the enrollment in ethiic
studies classes. {See Tavle IT and III)

A meeting was held.with the Dean of\Personnel Services to
gather the necessary data on the ethnic background of the Counselors.
This was provided without to much difficulty. (See Table V) Total
ethnic minority student enrollment was provided by Institutional
Research. (See Table IV) Cne very important piece of data was not
available to us. <That was the counselor-student porportions. We
were unable to acquire the total nunber of students,; and ethnic
sreakdown of those students that each counselor is responsidble for
as part of his assignment.

Orie method of checking to see if there is a relationship be~
tween the ethnic backgrqund of the counselor and the enrollment in
Ethnic‘sfudies classes is’to test "chi-square" for tﬁe null hyﬁothesis

| Of'propdftidnaljdistribution;‘

$AFulToxt Provided by ERIC




Test resulte using available dnta was:
e bl £ / — .
xex 1018 x 754 ® 4SS

P :> .5 Tohat there is no ditfercence in the dis-
trivuticns oetween counselor's envollmants,
Only the student proporticns weve considered because counselor

propoctions wave wnavailadle (no one ever wanted this information

pefore), however it we re-test on the vasis of derived pro-

.

portional to th2 proportion of Anglos and Einhnic minoriiy counselors

D

I

present, the Torllowing r2sults are tound. {The asswmption in this
test is that students are assizned to counselors in a manner thut is

approximately proportionate for each group - this can be tested but

with more data needed.)

m P . .2 -
(Test 2) x 11.51 <:1 “.Gos/l 7.88

.. P > .008

If more data were available as to counselors erroller proportion

we would be able to test to see if counselors enroll a disporportvionate
low numver of minority students in relaticnship to the total schooi
population., However, such data vecame unavailablie to the researchers.

1

We were told that such data was available but when they were told

what this data was to be used for, suggestions for chnange, tnis data

becasse urnavailable to us.

ERIC
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% "‘hc enrollment for these students was left’ out because they

are not discussed iy this
study.
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. TABLE 5

ETHNIC BACKGHOUND OF COUNSELORS

3 BLACK 3
CHICANO 5
A £ ANGLO (CAUCASIAK) 1k
TOTAL 19

5> One counselor out of this category has retired but before
doing so; enrolled one person in an ethnic studies class.

2% <% One counselor out of ithis number went on leave prior to
the beginning of the semester but enrolled several students
in ethnic studies classes.




Xi., SIGNIFICANCE OF THE DATA

By evaluating the test's applied to the éatn collected some
conclusion's can be made. The following conclusions have been
readied vased strictly on the data collected and tested.

Test ) - Conclusions ave:

1. A statistical error could have been nade (low probability).

2. The absence of difference can be intrepreted as significant
(P >.5) in that one would expect a larger proportional
enrollment via non-ethnic minority counselors since there
are only 5 ethnic minority counselors and 14 non-ethnic
minority counselors.

3. Ethnie minority counselors are no more successful in
enrolling non-ethnic minority students than are the non-
ethnic minority counselors.

Test 2 ~‘Conclusions are;

1. Anglo counselors enroll fewer stu@ents, both Anglos and
non-Anglo, than would be expected.

2. Minority counselors enroll proportionately more of both

_ groups, although the primary load for x2 is in the ethnic

minority enrollment.

‘-h3;  



XIT.  FURVERR STUDIES

My

The findings of our projoetl gsugpest Lhat furtner studices
should Vbe nmade in various wreas. They are:
1. A study ol counselor student proportions - ethnic
background of work load,
2. A study of the image ethnic studies presents to students,
3. The rcle of teachers in influencing enroliments in ethnic
studies classes,
L, The relationship between staflf development and training
programs and enrollments in ethnic studies classes.
5. The relationsnip between ethnic studies enrollments and
minority students enrollment in the college.
6. A questionnaire study of why minority students do not
enroll in ethnic minority studies.
7. A study of the relationship between ethnic studies
departments and a comparable department seeking infor-
mation on enrollments patterng, teacher and student

attitudes ete.
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