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ABSTRACT .
Results of a survey of precollege psychology
conducted in 1973 are presented. The survey consisted of 1000 mailed
questionnaires, 419 of which returned to be analyzed. Each of the 30
questionnaire items is stated and the results listed. Responses show
that most schools which replied have over 1,000 students, that most
teachers have taught psychoulogy for four years part-time, and
probably teach either history or sociology as well. Most psychology
teachers have a Master's degree and teach psychology at the 11th and
12th grade levels. Textbooks and books of readings most commonly used
are noted. The educational background of the teachers, specifically
in psychology, is analyzed. Rankings of topics in psychology are
given in their importance for both teachers and students. Techniques
used in the classroom, ranking of importance of instructional
objectives by teachers and students, and information on state
-certification of teachers in psychology conclude the survey report.
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1. What is the enrollment of
your school®

?. Are you affiliated with
APA?

2a. If "No® would you be
interested in becomi
affiliated with APA?

2. Do you receive Poriodically?

16gy = U.Seh..= 1973
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1000 questionnaires mailed

L) returned with "Moved Left No Address"
956 remaining
19 returned questionnaires = 43.8%

L. How many years have you
taught psychology?

5. Do you teach psychology?
& What other subject/s do
you presently tcach,; if

any?

7. How many sections of
psychology do you teach?

N %
1L 3
36 9
80 20
107 26
167 L1
- 7k - 18
331 82
242 83
ng L9 17
135 34
265 66
L.20 years
4.00 years
115 30
273 7Q

I.ess than 100

~100-=250

251-500
501-1000
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH.
lOOO+ EDUCATION & WELFARE
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF
EDUCATION REPRO
T DOCUMENT HAS BEEN -
Ye S D:'J‘CSED ExXACTLY aS RECEIVED FROM
THE PERSON OR ORGANIZATION ORIGIN-
No ATING tT. PFOINTS OF VIEW OR OPINIONS
STATED DO NOT NECESSARILY REF_'_RE»
SENT OFFiICIAL NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF
EDUCATION POSITION OR POLICY.

Yes
No

Yes
No

(mean)
(median)

Full-time
Part-time

Less than 1% cach: Afcican Studicas.,
Art, Civics, Foreign Language,
and Political Science.

26

R2

NHEHDIWESEFVMO-G G

History

Sociology
Government
Economics

Geography

English
Contemporary Issues
Math .
Religion

Physical BEducation
Drivers Education
Problems of Democracy
Family Living
Biology

Other

- 2.80 (mean)
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8. How mény psychology tcachers hl9 1.28 gmean)
are therc in your school, : 2.00 (median)
including yoursclf? - :
9. fire you an official 71 18 Yes
counselor for students? 327 82 No
10. What is the highest degrece 157 39 B.4A.
you hold? : 241 60 M.A.
: 7 2 Doctorate
1. What is the title of : Less than 1% cach: Human Behavior,
your course? + Psychology For You, Psychology

of Personality, and Psychology:
Understanding Ourselves.

338 85 Psychology (General or
Introductory)

10 3 Science of Human Bechavior
12 3 Social Psychology
17 L4  Other
12. Is your course taight as 20 5 Yes
part of another course? 377 95 No
13. A&t what grade level/s is O O 9th grade
psychology taught in 2 «=1 10th grade

your school? : 2 =1 llth grade
. ~164 41  12th grade
198 A4¢Q 11th and 12th grades
35 9 10th, 1llth and 12th grades

14. What is the length of 300 74 one semester
your course? 107 26 two semesters

15. What should be the length 211 53  one semester
of the course? 187 L7  two semesters

16. Please give the author, 39 8 . No text named
title, and latest copy- ,
right date of the text/s . Less than 1% cach: Analyzing
you primarily use in - Behavior, Skinner; Becomin
your course. Yoursclf, Rosenth;l; Intro. to

Psychology, Morgan and King:
Human 3Behavior, Berelson and

oteiner; Psychology, Cox;
Psychology, McKeachie aznd Doyle;

reychology and Life, Ruch and
imbardo. ,

200 43  Psychology: Principles
and hpplications, Bngle
' and onellgrove
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17. Do you use a book of
readlngs other than the
tex

17a. If YYes" give the
author and titie.

18, What arca/s would you
like to sec in a book
of readings?

N %
233 7 quchﬁlogy. Prlnc;ples
i and lications,
o Englc, Lth Edition
30 6 szchologx: Understand~
: ing Ourselves, Tallent
and Spungin
2 5 Psychology: Science of
. Human Benavior, Brancg
20 i, Psycholo F Livin
_ %orenson and Malm
20 L, Psychology Today = CRM
12 3 Living PszchIogg,
Hershey and Lugo
13 3 DPsychology For You,
Gordon
8 2 No speeific text named
10 2 Basic Psychology, Munng
' etal.
8 2 Mental Hygiene, Carroll
8 2 Psxclologx of Human
Behavior, Kalis
190 51 Yes
181 L9 YNo

Approximately 1% each: Adapted

Rerdings, Kalish; Frontiers o

Psychological Resecarch, Fentons
Fundamencals Of General P’sychology
Dashiell; lntroduction tS_f chol-
ogy s McKcachie_and Doyle; PSychoy.
o8y and Life, Puch. and Zimbardo;
7Sy cholo or Life, Sorecnson and
Malm rsychology,. The Science of

Behav1or, Branca.

25Q. 53 None listed
62 13 Other
L8 10 R%adngs 1gﬂfsycholqu
oday, C
L2 9 Psychology Today, CRM
13 3 Annual Editions in
Psycholo
12 3 Scmentt ic Amerlcan
Tiprints
2  Readings in ;szchologz
Bartz
2 Behavior and Sc1ence,
enton
152 : 18' Mental health
125 15 Social behavior
114 14 Dcvelopment
113 14 Learning-thinking
114 14 Motivation-emotion

9 Individuality
6L 8 Scnsation-perception
. § Biological-physiologica
3 Statistics
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~.9. How many courses in 739 %mean)
psychology have you 8.00 Median)
completed? »
20, Which courses have you 364 100 Educational
completed in psychology? 351 96  General
_ I . 319 88  Lbnormal
250 €9 Social P’sychology
223 61l Counseling & Guidance
218 60 Statistics
217 60 Theories of Personality
190 52 Paychological Testing
166 46  School Psychology
. 168 46  Theories of Learning
121 33 Experimental Psychology
96 26  Developmnental
81 22 Mental Retardation
7h 20 History of Psychology
57 17 Clinical
57 16 Others
L8 13 Sensation-Perception
L8 13 Physiological DPsychology
:l. What was your major in .81 20  Psychology
college? - : : 324 80 Other
2la. If "Other" please 124 31 Social Studies
give name of major. 82 21 History
. . - 30 10 Sociology
30 8 English
23 6 Guidance
2L 6 Physical Education
21 5 Political Science
16 4,  Economics
14 L,  Math
i3 - 3 None listed
1 More than one major
1l Religion

22. Please rank the following
headings as to their
" importance to YOU in your
course.  Use "1" to mean
most important.

rank Individuality

rank Mental Health

rank Social Behavior

rank Development

rank Learning~Thinking
Motivation~Emotion

rank Biological~Physiological
rank Sensation-Perception
rank Statistics .

&L
4
2 -1  Blementary Education
5
5

Ui\n
é

(Note:s Rho correlation between
students and teachers = +487)

O~ W HH
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23 . Student ranklng of the 1 rank Mental.Hcalth . = - -»
Importence of areas to R rank. Individuality. ’
them as students. 3. rank Social Behavior = ..

565 (rank Learning=Thinking -
(N = 8,760) 55 (rank Development
6 rank Motivation-Emotion..
7 rank Sensation-~rerception
8 rank Blologlcal-Phys1olcglcal
9 + (rank) -. Stotistics R

2L Tlease check any of the ,
f21lowing you usec in . o
tcaching psychology. Check {N = 390)
as many as arec appropriate C
and the fregueney with

T AT

which you use cach,.
' Fre- Some- '

: : L quently  times Rarely Never
a. autobiographies— = = = = @ § —mcme 3] —meemm 38 ——m—e 22
b. class demonstrations—-= LO ——= LY ——— 9 mmmm 2
C. class expceriments it 2 i 2 e 15 e 2
d. field trips 7 - 37 em——— 33 ————— 23
c. filmstrips _ 17 - 33 o= 26 ——ee- 23
f. Broup ProjoctsS—————==——m— 25 S Ay Y
g« gucst speakers=wm——————== 19 ——-.. - L] em—eem. 30 =———— 10.
h. individual projects 36 Ll e 1G e [
i. outlining thec toxt—- - 10 - 12 e 16 e 61
Je outside rcadings L1 —— 38 —em—= 17 ————— 5
T movie films - - 35 L3 emmm—m 17 ————m 5
1. questlons-an WEY S 51 36 ——m—= 10 ————— L
m. recitation from toxt 9 ' 25 —mm—e 22 e L.
n. role playing 13 —— 45  —mm—— 31 =———= 11
0. simulation games mmmmweme 12 —eecwe 39 —ccmee 3] cmeem 19
p. sStudent-built apparatus=-~ L e=~=e—= 23 cmee—= )43 ce—— 30
q. -students teach class- - 6 - 40 ———— 37 ————— 18
r. tapes— 8 —mem 35 e 26 e 3]
.s. workbuok~munual —— g : 27 cemet 2] —mieem L3

25 . Dooo your stato ccrtlfy 161 L1 Yes

tegchprs in psychology? .. 83 21 No

139 35 Do Not Know
26. Rank the following-as to- 1 (rank) Dersonal I'roblems
their importance to YOU as . 2 rank Philosophy of Life
instructional obgoctlves in 3. (rank) Social Roles
a precollege course in - ' k' (rank) Femily Living
psychology. Use "1" to mean, 5 (rank Legrnln% Studying
most -important. ' 6 ‘(rank Scientific Knowledge

' 7 rank Vocational
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N %

27, STUDENT ranking of 1 rank Personal Problcms
objectives; as most 2 rank) ‘Family Living
important to them as 3 rank Vocational
students. e L rank vhilosophy of Life
, o . k 5 rank Learning=Studying

N =7,134 6 rank Social Roles
CT _ _._7< rank Vocational
(Ranked acdording to frequency)

28. Aro your students 109 28  Yes
aware of CLEr? 281, 72 No

29. How many of your . (Only twWo teachers reported that their
students have taken students had actually received any
CLEF for college college credit .-for taking this or
credit? any other similar test. One teacher

reported that 84 students had taken

the CLEF and 60 had actually received
"credit that she knew of ‘perscnally.

The other teacher stated that one student
had teken CLEP and received college cred-

it.) -
30. What journals or .. 260 - 36.. DPsychology Today -~ CRM
other outside read- 90 13 None listed
ings do. you have for.. . 51. - ..7 Other '
your students? . 53 7. Taperbacks
: o . . 54 7 DPopular Magazines
- . - : LO 6 . Trofessional I'sychological
co . 30, 5 SJourna%s, p‘ . '
. . D - Scierntifié Lmerican
2L L . Morce than 15 listcd
. 29 & Behavior Today
.%g %-.Rewgfapeps.
A cadings in iI’'sycholo
(all percentages are . 13 2 igmerican Psychologist
only approximate) , 8 1 Znnudl Bditions in Isycholog
' ) _ g % om 7 = 15 listed

,Psxchologz: I'rinciples "and

- .applications, PBngle and
Snellgrove

1 .Today's Health

-1 " Introductlion to Psychology,
*_Morgan and King ..

7
2
"2 =1 pPrindiples of Goneral .
A _ Psychology,. Kimble
L : Sci 5
L

-1 ience and Human. Behavior,
okinner - R

-1 Scicnce Digest




