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ABSTRACT :
Denmark's child advocacy system is made up of 1local
kommune (county) Child and Youth Welfare Committees wvhich watch over
. the well-being of children. Bach child and youth committee serves as
an effective advocate for the children of its community in three
‘areas: promotion, protection, and prevention. The conmittee's
responsibility to promote conditions for sound child development
includes determination of number of child care institutions and
kindergartens needed and assessment of the quality of existing
institutions. State funding is granted on the committeet's
recommendations. In community matters such as town planning, housing,
traffic, and entertainment the committee also has much influence as
they consider vwhat provisions have been made for children. To protect
the child, the committee can also serve as an advocate for the child
in his own home. The committee has the authority to co-opt any
specialist they deer necessary in the consideration of a case;
hovever, the final decision rests solely with the committee itself.
In recent years, the committee has put great emphasis on preventive
measures through a family guidince program. Fundamental to this
advocacy program is an attitude concerning society and the child: the
child is everyone's responsibility. Furthermore, any citizen with a
particular interest in children is expected to volunteer for service
on a Child and Youth Welfare Committee. (CS) ‘
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Denaark's cnild advocucy systea has evolved eampirically over
Aany c2cau2s., Since the turn of the century each komaune (equivalent
to & U.8. county) uss ned a special local commistes, now designated
Jhild and Yoush Jelrare Comaittee, which watches over the well-being
of tne children in tieir comaunity. “he responsivilities, powers
and chnecks and valances of tnese co.iaitvees have gradually modified
over time, baseu on thelr experience, through changes in the law;
the lasgt major revision oceurring in 19864, (5se English translation
of this law in the appendix). The present extent of theix powers
and responsioilities is, as will be sesz=z, extraordinary and denends
carerul scrutiny or now these responsibilities are carried out and
how the power is munaged. It is equully iaportant to subsequentiy
review the underlying premises behind this system if one is to
consider the adoption of this or any siailar form of child advocacy.

The backbone, if not the entire skeleton, of the child advocacy
system is the local (komaune) Child and Youth Comaittee. Svery four
years each komaune elects a "council" (equivalent to the .City Council
or Jounty Board of supervisors)., One of these elected officials who
nas a special interest in children becomes the Chairman of the Child
and Youth Comaitces. Then two (or three) aore council menvers
volunteer for the Coamiites and are joined by two {or three) more
Committee members chosen by the council from local citizens to form
a Committee of five (ox seven) meuwbers. “here are several iaportant
features of this Coanittee to note: a majority (three of five or four
of seven) are elected council members; all are "lay" people with
interest but no special training for this work {perhaps a menber is
a scnool teuacner out, Ir so, was not selected for this reason); there
aust be both .aen and women on the Comwmittee; there is no pay for this
work (except expenses) and all are volunteering their time; the
Comnittee may likely be reconstituted every four years,

The population served by the Comunittee varies widely. There are
two nundred and fifty Kkomaunes in Denmark ranging from small rural
areas of ten thousand people to Copenhagen <omnmune with over a
million inhabitants. Although the same principles of operation hold
everywnere, the :ecnanisas differ znd it is iazportant to note that



. day care, xecreational centers, kindergartens, foster homes, etc.

E'T;m 1n3ti ations.;In uazxyinb oub tnis respon31oility, the bonmittee wil

Copenhagan, with iis neavy population density (it is sliallar in most
respecis to any o° the large uroan areas in the United Stutes) has a
meohanisa gquite different frow the rest of Denaurk (see later). Hach
onild and Youth <Comnittee is served by 2 stafl of full-time eaployees.
The Cozaitvee meets pernaps only two or three times a month for a few
hours ana it is the staff which carries out the ongoing responsibil-
ities undexr vue direction of the Conaittee. The staff will include,

if possible, social workers (if socizl worxers are not available, then
"fanrily helpers'" will be used -~ see subss3uent report on family
guidance in Denwmark) and sccretarial assissance and the size of the
stafi is dependent on the size of the kommune. The staff is hired and
fired by the komaune "councll".

The Child and Ycuth Comnittee serves as an effective advocate for
the children of its community in three ways: promotion, protection, |
and prevention. Although overlapping, these three ways ramain separate}
and extremnely important responsivilivies and will be reviewed se- -
parately.

ihe Comaituee's first responsibilisy, to advocate for the
promdtion of children, is perhaps vest swanarized by the first
sentence in the Children and Young Persons Act of 1964; "vhe purpose
of the Child and Youth Welfare Sexrvices snall be to ensure that
children and youth grow up under conditions promoting a sound mental .
and physical developament". “hus the Comiittee shall attend, in a
goneral "comaunity es a whole" sense,, to the conditions in which
cnildren live, The first way the Committee pursues the advocacy of
conditions pxonotlng gound child development is through seeing thet
there are a sufficlent variety of ingtitutions (i.e. group care
facilities, both part-time and residential) for children includlng

and furthezmore to. maintaln surveillance of the quallty of tNese




of the funds {90 for day care centers for exaaple) for a new
inszizution cones fron tne Stute, the Comaittee obviously holds

the purse strings. Since oxisting children's institutions uﬁe also
reavily supported by the State (33% for day care) for ongoiﬁg
overating costs and since the Counmjittev nust approve their con-
tinuing operational quality before reiabursement, the Committee's
authority and power to promote quality institutions for children in
their community is c¢learly establishei. The Svate takes rasponsibility
for estabhlishing standards for all sucz inssitutions, including
physical plant, qualifications of workers, etuc., and anyone in the
comaunity, be iv parent, professional person, voluntary organizations7
or whonever, who feels the standards are not being met, who'feels new
institutions are required, or who feels that the general conditions
in which children live while at the institutions is not optvinal, has
the "duty" to report this.to the Committee. The Committee will then
likely ask their staff to review the situation and report back. If,
after reviewing this report, the Committee should coneludeithat there
ls a need for a new institution or modification of an old one, they,_ 
will prepare a detailed report documenting the need and gsubmit it to
the komaune "c¢ouncil". This council is the final local authority but
the fact that two or three members of tne council sit on the Child -
and Youth Committee ensures a close working relationship betwéenA
these two grbups. Children's institutions may be owned and operated

by private individuals, by private companies or by voluntgry organ-
izations, but in all cases the local Committee maintains the
authority previously described. If institutions are needed and the
need is hot otherwise met, then the Child and Youth Committee can askf
the council itself to establish and operate the necessary institunions

; The only way in whlch Copenhagen komaune differs from the rest
~0f Dennark wltn regard to the pronotion ot the chlld‘s group oaze
"} environment is that here thrze is a fu11~f1me staff nnose only re-




Thus, for exaxnple, in the ield oT day care alone they nave tried
over many yeuars: industrially located duy care varsus nelghovourhood
aay care, large ventralized duy care versus small decentrallzed

day care, group amsy care varsus fanily day care, horlzontal grouping
in day care versus vertical grouping in day care. (All of this to be
reviswed in detail in a subseyuent resQrv on day care). This staff
'reports directly to the Copenhagen "council" rather than to one of
the twenty-four neighbourhood Child and Youtn Connittees (ses later)
since they operate city wide. ’

The Child and Youth Committee's responsibility to prorote proper
conditions for the children growing up in their comaunity extends
beyond the conditions in grodp care or institutions to the comnunity
at large. Thus in aabtters relating to town-planning, housinrg, traffic,
entertainuent, evc. the Co.naittee can carry a big stick. Do we have ‘
enough parks?, does bthe newly planned aparvaent complex provide umpiei
and safe facilities for cnildren?, shall we spend itoney on a new road.
or a new day cuare center? Such matters coune vbefore the konqune council
‘and since two oy three :meabers are dlSO on tne Canild and Youth qom»:ﬁ,
mittee, bthese .aeabers can lamediately ask their Child and Youth Come
nittee staff to investigatv: these natters so théy nay serve as'inaf :
formed advocutes of the chiid on the council. As voting uembers of
the council this mechanism ensures power to vhe enild and his
interests. Zvidence of the effectiveness of this iuechanisa is seen
in the fact that a child psychoioglist and a pediatrician are regulsr -
consultants t0 the housing comnission in Copenhagen and every new
apartaent coaplex has its own children's center (spe subSPquent '
reparts) ‘

The second way in Whlch the Ghild and Youth bomnlttee serves asvm




-'rnecessary such as psycholoyists, physicians, and lawyers for the com%

,in most cases), the needs of the child are the first considaratlon and
 preeapt the w1shes or preferences of the parents if a conflict of"”
,f‘lntezests ex1sfs. At the completlon of the investlgation theAstaf,

commdnipy, be hs parent,;néighbour, family doctor, school teacher,
public health nurse, policeman, etc. bo report to the Committee any
child or any Teaily wish children waom they may suspect may have
vpad conditions” or who is showing behaviour which might indicate
npad conditions". The law lisus, in general, the conditions under
wnich the Child and Youth Committee may take action as follows:

1) "fhe child has no one to provide for hia" - death, desertion,
etc. | |

2} “ihe breadwinner is otherwise perxanently incapable of
providing for the child" - iliness, retardestion, etoc.

3) "The breadwinner is temporarily unable to provide for the
child" - divorce, imprisonnent, mental illiness, etc. A
4) "The child is not properly brought up" - home environment .
lacking in material or educational aspects, parental lack
of interest,- child abuse, etc. :
) "The child has difficulty adjusting to his daily environment,
his school or comaunity". .
6) “The child does not live under satisfactory conditions" - -
~financigl conditions bad, disorderiy life of parents, etc.;if
(See section 27 of the 1aw) ' : ‘ |
The Committee staff then investigates tue conditions thoxoughly and
has the authority to call upon the advice or assistance of any experﬁs

pletion of the investigation. Two exceedingly important points‘con-yﬂ
cerning this investigation are made clear in the law: the staff shall
work closely with the family during the evaluation and make every

attenpt to solve the problem, if one éklsts, within the context of _
the family (the Danish authorities point out that this is possible  ﬂ




guidance program (see later) for managewent; the solution is un-
cerzain or there is a disagreement between the staff and the family
concerning the solution or the problea suggesss consideration he
given for removal of the child froa his noae, temporarily or for
longer periods, witih or without the consent of the parents. In all

of these latter circumstances the case will be referred by the staff
0 the Child and Youth Committee at i%s next meeting. The Child and
Youth Committee will then hear the cese. The Committee has the
authority to co-opt eny specialist they desa necessary in the
consideration of the case. The State has Zsurteen regional advisors g
who will assist the Committue in the general organization of their
work as well as in the handling of individual cases and this advisor
may be asked to be present. In addition, if & case concerns removal
of a child from his home uagainst the wishes of the parents, a judge
and a psychologist appointed by the State mus? be co-opted to the
Comittee. The most impcrtant point, however, is that these special-
ists have no right to vote and the final decision in any cuse, even
involving removal of .he child from home agezinst parental wishés,, .
rests solely with the Commitlee itself.

The Amexlcan reader Mdy be somewhat confused at this point since
the ‘kind of authority Just described,which the Child and Youth Com- :
mittee has.is invested in the courts in the United States. Vhere are
the juvenile courts in Denmark? The answer is simple, there ars none.
Any child under fifteen in Denmark cannot comait a crine (even if
he kills someone), he can.only make a mistake. Further, it is assumed
tnat if he makes a mistake, it is most likely the result of bad
environmental conditions. Consequently, mistaken behaviour on the =
~ part of a child is not reported to the police but is reported to the
‘:Ghild and Youth Lommlttee as a "symptom" of possible bad conditions‘Q




Anotaer exeaple of a 'syapton" suggesting oed conuitions for
tne child is 8 cuild who is not recelving reconaiended imedical,
psycnologicai, eiucatiosnal or social care. Thus, for exanple, a
physician may rspors to the Child and Youth Coamittee that a parent
is refusing or failing ©o give reconazended medication to an epileptic
child. The Comaittee and its staff will then investigate the
situation and make evuery attempt to resolve the problem within the
family. [f this is not posslble, nowevar, the Jomuittee has the .
authority to make whatever arlanbements ar2 necessary to ensure

,propexr amedication, wietner it is placement in a foster hone,

medication given at scnool by a visiting nurse, etc.

‘§e have seen how tne voanittee provects the interests of the
child in his home. The Comuittee similarly provects the interests
of a child if he is in a substii.ute home. Lo varent may place his
children under fourteen years in another hoze to live, even if it
is a relative's or a friend's hoae, for more than a month,unless
he hus the writiten peraission of the local ¢hild and Youth Comaittes.

It is the Comuittee's responsibility to investigate this home of

placement and ensure it as a good environaent fox the child. while
one mignt assuane that muny informal arrangeuents might be made anong
relatives and friends without the knowledge of the local Conmittee, |
this is unlékeliy since every citizen in Denmark has a "person number"
assigned at birth and any tine a change of address on a child un@er‘
fourtesn years occurrs, it is reported to the local komaung for vax
purposes and also then reported to the Child and Youth Coanitbtee.
Likewise the school must report changes in address of childxen unugr
fourtesn to the uhild and [oubh bommltuee. ‘

meluriy p‘ev1uua pera1991on zrom the Ghild und Youth bom”'°

In addlulon to serving as the advoate of'the Chlld 1n his own,

rhome and in privately arzanged subscltute homes, the 1ocal Child and



‘if ;;distrLct.,Lhe Ileld worker rev1ews any case naterial and then alw 'z
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Youth Comaitsee is responsible not only for the placement of

any 221ild wno goes Lo a publicly arranged foster home (with or
witaous parental peraission) bubt also for the continuing surveillance
9f vne child and uf the foster home, Foster hone placement in Denmark
¥ill be the subject of a separate suodsequent repors.

{13 the kxomaune of Copenhagen the sane rrinciples apply as out-
lined avove for the protection of the ¢haild but the mechanisms differ.
Jopenhagen is divided into twenty-four districts, each with
~approximately forty chousand people and Zive nundred and fifty to
gix hundred families with children. sacn district has its own Child
and Youth Comnaittee of five persons, although, as will be seen, there
is considerable overlap of Co.anittec personnell. Every four years,
following the gunicipal election, four lay citizens asre selected
from each district to serve as volunteer "field workers for chiidren”
in their districe. They are chosen by the political parties in a
ratio equal to the percent or vote each pariy received., Thus if
party A received 50% of the votes, they would chovse two of the four
workers from each district. There ure no qualifications for this |
work and no pay for it and the people who wish this work volunbeer N
to their political party. There is also a substitute for each fleld :
worker and there is no shortage of volunteers. Two of the four
workers in each district must be women. Whenever a new cuse in a
district is 1eTerred to the Child and Youth Jffices in bopenhagen, 1t
igs given o one of the full-time staff workexrs in the Chlld and Youth
-Jffice in uonenhdgen {(each full-time stafi worker covers two dlstrlut
and is a fully qualified social worker with a clerical stafr of six
) elght persons) In tnose cases in wnich the pOSsloillty of zemoval
~of a chlld from tne hong, thh or w1thout parental consent, arises,,;
{tne staff person calls in one of the four field Aorkers far that
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nhis' £181d worker, tvogether with a second field worker from the
same district but of the opprsite sex then becowe the firat two
aembers of thne Child and Youth Comaittee whicn will meet on this-
case.

After tne municipal elections tine pulitical parties elso seiect
four "members at large", two women and two aen, for the Child and
Youth comnittees who represent all of Uogenhsgen, not just one
district. These "meavers at large" aust o2 well educuted and btrained
and knowledgeable in child care but are =2.s0 voluntesrs and receive
no pay. Two of these '"members at large" (one woman and one rian) are'
assigned to balf of the districts and oecoue the third and fourth
members of every Unild and Youth Committee neeting in these twelve
districts. The fifth member of the Child and Youth Committee is the -
Director of Child and Youth Affairs for Copenhagen or his Assistant
Dirsctor. sach of these two people take nalz of the dlstrlcts (they %

 trade halves every year) and to hold this full-time, salaried :
position, they must be a qualified lawyer specializing in child law'.
and also fulfill all qualirfications for a judge. It is a 0ivile |
service appointment but musc oe appxoved oy the iayor, The Dlrector,k
or assistant, is the Chairasn of the <hild and Youth Committea each
time it .neets and he is responsiole for seeing that the law is met
in all cases. The stafif poerson gives his report to the Director :
before the case is considered and all five people .meeting on a case
are expected to be familiar with the cuase. There is a Cuild and Youth
Committee meetbing for each digtrict every two weeks. In order to
accoaplish this, tnere is u meeting twice a week (approx1mately
'four bours in length) oi the Director, two menbers at large, and' ;
: district field worsers zotatlng in and out of the meeting dependlng'ﬁ
fﬂf on the case under conoideratlon. At each of thesefmeetlngs cases
'*‘]; from three dlstrlcts;w1ll be reviewed.flnese Child and Youth Goin-
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The third way in Wﬂlcn vne Child and Youtn Comglttee 821Ves as
an advocate roxr the child is through the provision of and super-
vision oI preventive services for the child and his funily. Through

]

these means the Jomnittee hopes to remedy the conditions surrounding

a child before protvective services vecoae necessary. According to
the law, there are six ways in which the Comnmittee can prov1de
supportive medsures to the child and his family:

1) "To give directions or orders for the care, upbringing,
educution, training or employmnent of the child or young
verson',

2) "o appoint 8 supervising guardian".

3) "20 have the child or young person examined and treated by
a physician or psychologist",

4) "To make grants toward exvenses directly involved by the
directions or orders glven"

5) "To wake grants for the expenses of domestic help in the
event of parental illness or to meet temporary difficulties
in order to obviate the need of remOVLng the ehild from- the ‘
hoae",

6) "To arrange for the child or young parson to be accomodated
and wuaintained apart from his parents", ,

Except for the last medsure, all of these are meant to be prevenbtive
and, particularly in recent years, great eamphasis has been put on v
these preventive msasures througa the family guldance program, This
family guidance program, whi¢h is the resnonblbillty of the Child

and Youth Comuittee, is exuraordlnary in‘many respects and unllxe‘

any traditional rulddnoe program in the United States and will be

the SubeCt of a bubsequenb sepprate report,

Tne xomnune‘Ohild andlYouth Coamlttee clearly has enonmous




"*:ﬁlthe law has not bgen xollowed or hat 1nppprooridte procedures S i
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It the parents au not agrza witn the decision of the local Child
and ¥Ys1i5n Coazaittee wish regard %o thelr cnild (shis would, in nosu
cases, ucan thay do not wani their chili removad from their home)
they can apgeal the decision to & wavional Council of Child and -
‘Youth Services. 1his uouncil consists of five persons: a cnaixman
~%ho shall suvisfy the general conditions governing appointment as.
@ Hign Oourt Judge; the Director of Ciild and fouth Services at
the State lavel; a member apoointed *v‘tne dinister of Fanily
| Affairs (equivalent to the U.S. Departmnsns of lealth Rducation
and Welfare) who will be a child psychissrist; and two members
i,appointed by the Folketing (equivalent to Congress) who will be -
experts in the child care field. This Council has a staff oi lawversk
wno are oalled in to review cases before they are considered. The .
Council meets only as needed and its only responsibility is to
consider local Child and Youth Comnittee cases which have been
Aappaaled by the fanily. If this Louncil urzolds the decision of the:f
“local Child and Youth uommxtcee (and apparently they usuallJ do) ; 
~they then uake every autempt %0 help the fanily accept. the decision{?
I, however, the fanily still objects to the deeision (and we are j;f
" t0ld that this is very rare), shey have “the: right o appeal the caseﬁ
- bo: the Danish Supreme bourt. This, chen, would be the first time ]3'5
"ﬂ the case Nould have come .into Vonuact with tne JU lclal system in
- Den1ar&. ' ‘ ' :

In addition to the parental rlvhts to appeal the de01sions of :
she local Child and Youth uomnituee, any local ulblzen has not only‘;
:‘thn right but the "duby"'to ¢onsuct the oroper authoritles i, in |
vy hls oplnion, the local Comaittee is not propexly carring out its -

";respons1b111ties. If tha indiv1dual feels that the strict letter o:‘f

"ed, a complaznt 1ay oe filedawith the localfadnlnisuratiVe
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oitizen fevls the Committee is misinterpreting the meaning benind
the law or is using vad judbement, he reports tnis to the Department :
of Child and ‘Youth Affairs of the State (i.e. federal) Government. .
This Departaent nas the Job of interpreting all the laws with regard :
- to children and youth to thne local vComaittes and assisting the local
Comaittes in carrying out their duties. This Department will report
the coaplaint t> the local Child and Youth Comaittee in question ?"'"
and ask them to prepare a report on the matter. The Department then
studies this report and may itself go %9 the coamunity to”further
rnvestigate “he situation. 'he Departmsnt <hen sends a full report
"and recommendatlons to ehe Ministry of ZFaaily Afrairs. The Ministry
~ staff ther reviews the report and nakes e final deoieion with regard”
_to the recomnendatlons. The Minietzy then sends a long letter to the i
| lndividual initiating the complaint and a copy to the local Child ,
and Youth Connittee review1ng the entire situation and eveqbody g ';?
recommendatlons and the inistry's final receaeendatlone. %

There is, then, =z systen for review Of local Commlttee functionu

~ing with regard to protective resoonsibilitles bub it depends onr3'*w
Lnf01ma1 “local surveillance and initiative. There is no routinef,?ff
 system for looking over the shoulder of the local Uommittee and .
the local Comnittee is nos requlred to send reports to the Statef 5&“
on any routine basis. -

~With regard to 1be prenotlve responsibilitles, the local Ghild
and Youhh Comnittee also ust inter-act with the State. Ae described
earlier, any request for new facilities for ehildren must first be {1
“approved by the loeal Child and Youth Lonaittee and then by the loeei
;kommune eouncil. From hers, however, “the 1equest must be forwardedv :
, jto the State Department of Child and Youth Affairs for anproval. o
*';i[Since a large percent of funds for euch faoillties oomes from the aaf
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speed up tne aevelopment of child care facilities, some authoritles
feol it would neve serious disadvantages in decreasing the inter-
action betwean the State and the locel vomnittee. Such interaction
has, it is felt, nezn very veneficial to the .iocal Committee in
siving thea support snd encouragesent in their work and providing
them with informal guide lines to supglsaent tne rather broadly -
#ricven law.

Having descrioved the cnild advocacy srstem in Denmark and how: :
it functions, it ls important for the autnors to review what, from o
personal observation of this system, are some of the underlying
premises wnich are essential to the effectivensss of such a system.'

First, the advocaté,,to be an advocate in any true sense, must y
have authoriiy and power. I[n Denmark this power takes several formét}v
tiscal control, political power, and decision-aaking authority with~-'
regard to children. “he authors, for exaaple, are personally familiar
‘with & recent State law in California estuolishing a local advocucy |
systen for mencally revarded cnildren wiich had none of these powers.ﬁ
‘Neither the law nor the ftate mdministration provided any funds tor :
;stafr and only allowed uhe advocates to survey nceds and sugbest i
proszans but gave tnem no opportunivy vo contxol the funalng of sueh f
prograns., As a consequence bthis law nladuced 1neffect1veness and
widespread frustration on tne part of the advocates.

Next,vbhe banish systen establishus the cnild advocate as a
‘1oca1 "clearlng house! for all child care in that eomnunity.-“hus
that overused snd seldon appropriate word '"co- ordlnatlon“ takes on

 rea1 meaning. The bhild and Youth Comnittee is rnsponsible for
‘ovexse=1ng health prograns, early edusatxan probrams ( to seven yearSf
{;waf"age) and social prograns ‘ iy
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between ..aw {org City and such rural areas as Arkansas or Kansus

and, in vne field of cnlld advocacy, thsy have dver 70 years
experienca with tne proper vaulance teiween the central government

and tne local governaent. what has evdolved is a system of cseniral
planning, stenaard-setting and consultative services (freely

ofiered vu the local advocatve on reguest) and nearly complete local
autonoay in carrvying out the prograz. =xcept for aporoving new
facilities and investiguating complainvs, tne central government

has no power to anerfere with local aav: acy or, if you wtll the
advocate advocates for his own children. Ian oraetloe, however, the
local advocates frequently consult wltn the oentralfgove;nment on ‘
questionable cases and issues und a productive balance is achieved
between local "wlsdon® and central "expertise'. b

This balance between wisdom and expertise is equally important
in another sense. When asked why such onormous 1esponsibility for
children is placed on the shouldexs of local "lay" citizens, one
of the top "experts" at the central level reglied: "Because they
do not kxnow the right answer". fnis expert said that the vanes ,
1naVe too often eypezleneed exparts wno xnew all the answezs, while¥ f
, 1nbelx¢gent, caring lay oeople 1nsxst on asking uany, nanv queshlonsi
 ‘and are eager to consider every pOSolOillBy vefone maklng a decxsion;

‘HVen with its aillion people, Copenhagen has dOVlSeJ a. syetem to
‘ensure looai lay Iepresentatlon on the Cnild and Youth bommittee,
'andrlt is inuexestxnw in this regaxd that a Copenhagen Ghild and

Youth ( Committee staff person told us that when narents attend a
i Chlld and Iouth Conm1ttee meetlng, thev are delighued and relleved
‘to-see this person wnoxa they have talked with in their own: home ,:
 and whom bhey gee as a frlend-ln—eourt. &

 two atud trudés_‘f ai?ﬁo‘ut.;e_hi,,ldreﬁ‘{uﬁsi?rlz{ ‘many aspects of this
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rights wanich no one, not even nis parents, can deny. Jver one
hunir=d years ag>, education becana one of thess rights, and
over seventy-five years ugo coaplete nedical care became one of
these rignts (iwore recenvly couplete aental care also), and for
decades a goou ervironaent has also been one of these rights.

~ Fundaasental to this advocacy sys<ea is an atiitude concerning

~society and the child. Slaply stated: the child is everyone's

responsiblility. Throughout the law, in ragzlations and discussions
one always finds the word "dubty" over ani over again. It is not L
beyond ons's duty to rock the buggy if baby is crying outside the
store and mother is inside; it is within a passing st%anger s .
concern to correct a child on the street who is making a mistake. -
It is the duty of any citizen with a particulur interest in ohildren

~to volunteer for service on a Child and Youth Committee (and they

fight for the opportunity) The visitor to Desnmark soon gets :
accustomed to seeing this sense of duty etpressed in evexyday life.;_
But the visitor soon discovers that 8 sreat aeal is los+ in |
branslatlan with this wozd "duty" as it becomes apparent that iv
enconpasses this soclety's Iesoonsibilxty for, proteution of, and.
last but not lpast oonmltnent to it'q ohlldren.




