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ABSTRACT

With the purpose of establishing a special English
program at the University of Florida which would serve both teachers
at the tvo-year community colleges and students preparing to teach at
thea, a five-~aman committee visited most of the state's 30 two-year
colleges to discuss their needs and goals with faculty and
administrators. Summer institutes desigued specifically for community
college teachers, and increased attondance at national conferences
such as the College English Association and the Conference on College
composition and Communication provided further information. As a
result, a flexible M. A, program has developed with these degree
requirements: (1) six four-hour English courses, (2) five of the
four~hour specificalli coulunitz college courses, (3) an .internship
in teaching, (4) reading knowledge of one foreign language, and (5) a
comprehensive written exam. In addition, experienced tvo-year college
teachers are being used, graduate courses are offered at night,
University of Florida faculty travel to community colleges to teach,

and a close relationship has been established between the university

and the community colleges. (JN)
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The purpose of this talk is to share with you what we have done at
the University of Florida to meet the needs of Erglish teachers in the
two=yeaxr college, both in the state of Florida and elsewhere., I wvant to
indicate tho history of a progrém we have set up, the parts of this
progran that brought us the best results, and the prospects for the
future,
15t. the background. In 1970 a five-man committee from our English
Dopartrment began visiting most of the £hirty community colleges in the
_state of Florida, met and talked with the faculty, tne English Dopartment
chairiien, and administrators at each of the community colleges., We also
had several summer institutes designed specificaily tor the community
college teaciner, toilowing up each of thess with a detailed report of
 what_those copmuntty oollege teachers wamted at the university, howwe
could bast serve them, what courscs they felt were the most Seneficial. etce
The wesekly trips we took axound the state were extremely important in
, reestablisbing the good will botween the university and ‘the community ,
”»,colleges 10 general, and the English Departments 1n particular-—-good will

;fjthat had bven 103t over the years.; We fOund at first that the twoayear_L‘v P EE
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ouy beliof that the Fn.D. was the only degree worth havlng, the
-N.LNM connunity college had bezun to look elsowhere, for oxample 20lleges
and private collsges.s Our committee consisted of five men, ull of
waom happoned to bo over six feet tall, with our chairman, Waxd
Kellstron, loading us at 6'8"j; and three of us had beards., You
can iragire the look on the fece of many a chairman, especially if
he happened to be 5'2" or something, when he saw us enter his office.
We also found that the approach of a number of four-year schools,
namoly the questionnaire, was unsatisfactory either becadéé‘a
questionnaire cannot tell you all you need to know about individual
situations or simply because so many chalrmen of the two-year colleges
would éﬁrow 1t in the wastebasket, an& perhaps rightly g0, The main
point ;&ant to emphasize in this talk is the importaﬁce of V1§1t1ng
the two-year collegos, It s only through this kind of artioulation
that a meaningful, relevant program can be set up, aﬁd one that the
two-year colieges will bo more interested in since they were yrimarily
~ responsible for how it was made up. e
At first, we did not know a great deal of whatfto say»to the
cOnnuﬁivy college teachers on our weokly trips, but as time went
| on wa found that we were learning noxe and more about the colleges.

‘wnat they wan»ed. what thej didn't want. and how we could best serve '

T

 ‘j"ﬂﬁf'tnem.‘ We zound that they did not want the typical research~or19nted g;}ﬁﬂyj7f;*
'“if“ﬁfurh.n.‘with his attitutes ‘"Well. oikey T'11 teach some of your

";freshman comp"cour”eé ”but what I really wahl 1'fto beeome{"° :
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¥ilton export at this particular community cclloge." Those chalrxmen
often felt that they had to "retrain" our Ph.D.'s and get them out
of the likrary and more into the classroom, They thus preferred the
¥.A., w10 had had some exporience in teaching, |

We also began atitonding natioral conferencss, for example the CEA
and the 4 C's, and encouraged nore and more of our faculty to attend
the twice-yearly meotings of the Florida chapter of the CEA to get
botier acquainved with our countexrparts at the t%o-year colxéges.
Wa wanted to find out oxactly how we should set up & community-college
progran aﬁ the‘university. Yhat we aid not want to do do was to turn
out more and more teachers into an aLready-glﬁtted raxket, What we
did not wan® was to otffer another degree, whether it was the D2ctor
or Arts or the M.A,T. What we did want was to be as much help as
possible tO the teachers already in the fleld.

As 2 result ot this, in tne last two years we have, set up an M.A,
in 5ngiishJW1th & concentration in comnmunity-college teaching.‘ The

requiverents of this degxee aret six 4&-hour English courses;

Tive 4‘-{:’10\11‘ courses from those designed specifically for-the - o

comnunity coilege, and an internshap in teaching. Sv uaents must
aiso have a reading knowledge of onm foreign language and take a

,comprehens1ve written exam, Tns courses designed sp60111cally

e tor tne. community coliege are the tollowingz

L a course 1n cOmnunicat*ons and pop culture

f_fﬂ a course 1n how to teach business and technical "riting

"‘ an intrOdqution to 11ngt  ”

_in fhafclasqroo
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several courses in the filme how to toach tho film, how to

uso film in literature classes, how to set up film courses in the
cornunity college

| 2 couree in how to teach creative writing

a;i severzl courscs in the teaching of xeading
we offer at loast thzee of these courses each term, often at

Leght Tor the convenience of commutixrs, WHe also enc§urage ow
students to take electives dealing with the two-year college from
tne Zducation Deparitment, The reason we set up these particular
courzes is because these are what the community colleges wanted,
The program is fle:ible enough to fit any changing needs of the
commu§ity ¢ollege in the future,

One’ of the main aids n setting up this prograun was the 4 C's
Cuidelines for Junior College English Teacher Tﬁaining Prograns,
Cne of the main poiits that these guldelines recommend is that
these‘pfegrams use experienced community-college teachers in the
courses, Ye have done this. This ycar, for example, wo have

zdded to cur faculty an assoclate professor from Miami-Dade
Junior College, who will teach undexrgraduate courses in compositinn
and the filmQand graduate coursos in film add composition for
ﬁcaobera; in addition ho has conducted this past fall a faculty
",er:r:: in conposition. The faculty and graduate students who

: 1,»eacq freshnan comp. meet once a week w1th this professor and

'"“  éisc iss rethods of effectively teaching writing to the undergraduatesg ff,;
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Ye have also taken steps to make ouxr programs more appealing'
to community-college teachers, For oxample, we teach a number
of graduate courses at night. %We have also had owr faculty
travel to community colleges to teach coursesy 1t is easier
for vne of us to travel 40 or 50 miles than to have 5-10 teachors
cene to our canpuss We have simplified tho usual xed tape of
vegistration, often taking the community-college teachers through
the registration ourselves. WHe have gotten to the point where
two-year college teachers around the state know they can call
us up for help either for their own course or xegistration problems
or to sze how thelr own former students are doing at the university,
For our own graduate ttudents who are planning on community-college
teaching, we have required a teaching internship to give them experlence
in teaching freshman :omposition, We have also put more4of these |
students on ocur college and departrental comnittees, as suggested
by the b C's uuidelinos, since an important part of their duties at
the tyo-year college will e committee work. We have also taken these
students with us on our periodic trips to the community colleges to0
neet with chairmen and teachers and thus becose better acguainted with
the two=-yeaxr college. Thoy also observe on their own at community

: co]leges throughout the state and take their internships in two~year

- colleges undex the supervie?on of cOmmunity-coilege teacharSo

last spriny we hosted 8 confererce to which administratovs and s
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Several of the conclusions are rolevant to our discussion today:
18t, tho M+A. or Ph,D. student should bo allowed to write &
thesis which is concerned nore with pedagoglcal matters than those
that have been allowed in tha nast., Consequently the university
should have faculty members who are qualified to direct such theses.

2) students in Pnglish graduate prograns who plan on teaching in
tho community college should be encouraged to become versed in more
than one field, for example English and either the Humanities or
speech or music or a foreign language, etc.

3) universities snould reconsider the year-long rcsidence
requicement, ccmmpi to many FaeDe progranss W¥hile many two-year
collogos give leaves of absence to faculty members to complete
thelr advarcsd degreos, the residency requirement often deters a
teaci v from finishing hils Fh.D.

42 universities should offer more graduate courses at night
or on Saturdays to allow teachers to commute to the campus. They
should teach graduate courses when possible on two-year college
- campusest- ami they ghould also allow in-service teachers to spend
two ¢r three summer torns at the university to satisfy tho residency
requiréments. |

5) the uﬁiversities should confer with the two~year collegss

in advance to see wnat courses wculd be most attractive to their ',c‘if,{:;

"“7]~teacners who would be takinv qummer courses at the university; theyf' °; -

ﬂ{“snould pérnaps cffer more of these course« 1n tho sprina term when ffif*fﬂ

eb the wdvorsity,



NcCarthy 7

Lot me conclude by xeemphasizing the Iimportance of visitihg the
community:collego canpuses. This can be invaluable for maintaining a
close working relationship votwoeen the university and<the community
college and for.coordinating the higher education and tralning of
our students, The two-year college ard the four-year university
are in the same profession: that of educating our students, With

nore cooperation wo can offer our students and ourselves a brighter

future,




