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FOREWORD

It is recognized that the input to any system must be
accurate in order to have reliable output. The excellent
cooperation of administrators and teachers in the State
of Tennessee has been gratifying.

In a beginning effort to utilize data for evaluation
and pianning, the RCU is providing some feedback, in the
form of this publication.

Vocational educators in the State are indebted to all
those who had input to the system. I would like to gave
special thanks to Mr. Gary Green, research associate,
and Mr. Ralph Brown, assistant.

Special recognition must be given to Glen A. Reed.
Although he was not here to assemble these final totals,
they are the result of his work. All of the data presented
was accumulated and compiled under his supervision as
M.I.S. Project Director. His superior talent and
diligent efforts enabled the M.I.S. Project to make
unbelievable progress in the space of one year. This
rapid progress in both the technical and public
relations areas is the reason we can confidently say
this data is the most accurate ever gathered for
Vocational-Technical Education in Tennessee.

Garry R. Bice
Director
Research Coordinating Unit




PREFACE

The staff of the RCU believe the totals presented in
the following charts to be the most accurate ever
compiled for Vocaticnal-Technical Education in this state.
The enrollment totals were obtained by requesting each
Vocational-Technical teacher and student to fill out a
mark sense form in the fall of 1972. 1In Jaanuary of 1973,
an update was completed so that forms could be obtained
for students entering programs the second semester and
for new students who had mrved into the schocl system.
A final update was completed in May to account for students
or teachers that may have be«.n missed earlier in the year.
As a result of these two very comprehensive updates,
we feel that virtually every Vocational-Technical teacher
and student in 1972-73 is revresented by the figures
in the following enrollment charts. 1In the fall of 1973
each teacher was again asked to fill out mark sense forms.
This time follow=-up information on the students was
requested. Although the deadline was very short due
to U.S.0.E. reporting requirements, actual reports were
received on better than 70% of the students in the projected
totals. The completeness and accuracy of these charts
is due to the excellent cooperation and assistance of
superintendents, vocational-technical directors, school
principals and vocationral-technical teachers. Every
school district with vocational programs in the state
except one participated in this system during the past
school year. We are extremely srateful to these people
for the time and effort they have contributed.

As most of those at the input end of this system
know, the original system was developed for making reports
to the U.S. Office of Education. We are acutely aware,
though, how frustrating it becomes in the local system
to constantly provide iaformation of this nature and
never see the final result. We, therefore, feel it is
the obligation of the M.I.S. to revort to the individual
svstems from which it draws its data as well as to provide
the data for U.S.0.E. rerorts. We feel that any
Management Information System must provide timely infor-
mation to administrators at all levels in order to fulfill
its purpose. We, therefore, hove this booklet along with
subsequent reports will be a useful tool for planning and
evaluation in local school districts.

ii
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