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INTRODUCTION

The New England Board of Higher Education has been providing data on

college and university enrollments in the region since 1957 as part of its

annual publication, Facts About New England Colleges, Universities and

Institutes. To provide more detailed enrollment data, the board initiatod

an additional annual publication Student Enrollment in New England

Institutions of Hier Education of which this report is the third in the

series.

in a continuing effort to increase the report's utility and broaden

the range of users, the 1973-74 edition of Student Enrollment has been

expanded acid the format significantly altered. The Carnegie Commission's

A Classification of Institutions of Higher Education, in modified form, has

been adopted to provide greater sensitivity in the analysis of data. A

detailed description of the Carnegie Classification and its adaptation for

this report is provided in Appendix I. Historical data, where available,

has been included to facilitate the interpretation of trends, and graphics

he _ also been provided, where appropriate, for the summary reader. Although

it is a difficult balance to maintain, the intent throughout has been to

report sufficient data to be of use to the higher educational specialists

of the region while providing a publication that remains informative to the

general public.

Robert L. Melican
Director of Research and Development
New England Board of Higher Education
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ENROLLMENT IN NEW 'ENGLAND

1955 -1973



1965

TOTAL

ENROLLMENT IN NEW
ENGLAND

The
student

population
attending

colleges and

universities in New

England,

following
national

trends in
higher

educaticn, has
been

growing in

absolute
numbers

each
year.

In the
past

eighteen
years the

region has
experi-

enced a
233%

increase in
total

enrollment.
Today

over
620,000

students are

enrolled at the 263

institutions and
distinct

campuses
that

constitute the

higher

educational
system of the

region.

186,429

TOTAL
ENROLLMENT I N

NEW
ENGLAND-

1955-1973

1973

1960

261,136

620,638

1

1965

388,791

1910

662,666



GROWTH RATE OF ENROLLMENT

While total enrollment has increased each year the rate at which this

growth has taken place has been on the decline from 1965 through 1972. This

year marked the first time in eight years that the rate of.increase in total

enrollment exceeded that of the previous year.
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GROWTH RATE OF ENROLLMENT

IN NEW ENGLAND
1955-19731

10.96%

8.94%

6.94%

3.13%

3.72 %

3.10 %

t..1I11
1955-60 60.65 65.70 70-71 71-72 72-73

Data for five year periods between 1955 & 1970 represent average annual growth rates.
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From 1955 the growth, rate of New England's enrollment has lagged that

of the country as a whole. Academic year 1973-74, however, saw the region's

growth rate not only increase but for the first time in recent years exceed

the national growth rate and counter a thirteen year trend of declining

national and regional growth rates.

12.00%

10.00%

8.00%

6.00%

4.00%

2.00%

Annual Growth Rate for all U.S.-N.E. Institutions
1955.19731

Annual Growth Rate2

55.60 30-65 65-70 70.71 71.72 72.73

U.S. 6.79 12.80 8.90 4.29 4.29 3.87

N.E. 6.54 12.39 8.70 4.34 2.22 3.94'

1Based on data reported by the National Center for Educational
Statistics for those institutions reporting to the Federal Govern-
ment. For comparability we have used only Federal data. The
New England Board each year reports on a larger number of
schools. This explains the discrepancy in growth rates reported.

2Data for five year periods between 1955 & 1970 represent
average annual growth rates.
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No long-term conclusions, however, may be drawn from this current

increment in growth rate. Although access to higher education has been

increased significantly over the past decade, particularly with the tre-

mendous expansion of low cost public two year college opportunities, there

are countervailing trends. Nationally and regionally birth rates are

declining. For the past four years throughout the country the percentage

of high school students enrolling in institutions of higher education has

been declining from a high of 55% in 1968 to 49% in 1972.

PERCENTAGE OF HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES ENROLLED
IN COLLEGE IN OCTOBER OF THE
YEAR OF GRADUATION, 1962.72

Year of graduation
All

persons Men Women

1962 49 55 43
1963 45 52 39
1964 48 57 41

1965 51 57 45
1966 50 59 43
1967 52 58 47
1968 55 63 49
1969 54 60 47
1970 52 55 49
1971 53 58 50
1972 49 53 46

Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics,
Employment of High School Graduates and Dropouts, October
1972.
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Similarly, as the region's population has declined as a percentage of the

total U.S. population, its share of the national student population has also

declined. In 1960 New England represented 5.85% of the population of the

United States but had enrolled within the region's institutions of higher

education 6.61% of the national student rpulation. In 1973 New England's

share of the total population had slipped to an estimated 5.79% while its

share of the national student market had decreased at a slightly more rapid

rate to 6.44%.

COMPARISON OF NEW ENGLAND'S
96,s ENROLLMENT & POPULATION TO U.S. DATA
6.75

6.50

60 65 70 71 72 73

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports,
Series P25, Nos. 460 and 488 and unpublished data supplied by
the National Center for Educational Statistics.

'Data for five year periods between 1960 & 1970 represent average
annual growth rates.



The protracted outlook, given the current picture and trends over the

past decade is, therefore, far from certain. Future trends in enrollment

have been to a degree determined or limited through 1990 by past and current

birth rates. There are, however, a number of variables which may alter

significantly the degree to which the eighteen year old and older population

attend institutions of higher education. hmong the more promine0 variables

will be the skill level demands in an economy of technological change, cost

factors, pricing decisions and changes in the social and political milieu

affecting the decision to participate in higher education. For New England

one of the more significant factors will be the economic condition of the

region as it effects the size of population upon which its institutions of

higher education draw and the financial base for their support.

6



ENROLLMENT GROWTH AND DISTRIBUTION WITHIN THE

SIX NEW ENGLAND STATES



GROWTH RATES OF ENROLLMENT WITHIN THE STATES

The pattern of growth for the region is reflected unevenly within the

states. In some instances, it can he quite volatile as evidenced particu-

larly in the State of Maine.

By virtue of the size of its student population, Massachusetts has a

profound impact on the growth rate of the region. Significant variations

in growth rate among the other states may, however, determine the regional

pattern in any given period. Thus in the period between 1970 and 1971,

while the Massachusetts growth rate was 4.36%, an absolute decline in enroll-

ments in Maine and significantly lower growth rates in Connecticut and New

Hampshire, brought the regional growth rate down to 3.13%.
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ANNUAL GROWTH RATE IN PERCENTAGES'

55-60 60-65 65-70 70-71 71.72 72.73

CT 7.30 11.62 9.83 3.29 1.34 3.19
ME 8.11 16.64 12.02 1-11.52) 7.39 2.35
MA 6.44 9.57 8.23 4.38 2.97 3.49
NH 6.88 12.91 9.21 1.86 1.19 1.65
Al 9.87 14.94 7.51 4.61 4.56 9.16
VT 6.01 9.74 12.16 9.17 7.91 3.39
N.E. 6.94 10.96 8.94 3.13 3.10 3.72

'Data for five year periods between 1955 & 1970 reptsisent average
annual growth rates.
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DISTRIBUTION OF ENROLLMENT AMONG THE STATES

The uneven distribution of growth rates within the states has had, over

the years, a perceptible influence on the distribution of the student popu-

lation within the region. Massachusetts maintains a dominant position with a

53% share of the regional student population. This share of the student popu-

lation is down from the almost 58% share Massachusetts enjoyed in 1955. The

most significant increase in the share of the regional student population has

been experienced by Rhode Island. In 1955, it represented 6.9% of the region's

student population, while in the current year, Rhode Island represented 8.88%

of the student envAlment in New England.

PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL ENROLLMENT BY STATE

1955

55

PERCENTAGE OF ENROLLMENT BY STATE
(Market Share)

60 65 71 71

1973

72 73

CT 21.03 21.31 21.76 22.43 22.46 22.08 21.96

ME 4.89 5,10 6.03 6.68 5.73 6.97 5.89

MA 57.94 56.84 54.29 62.96 53.69 53.62 53.40

NH 5.31 6.30 6.64 1.63 6.61 5.60 6.39

RI 6.90 7.65 8.63 8.20 8.32 8.44 8.88

VT 3.93 3.80 3165 4.05 4.29 4.49 4.48

100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00
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INSTITUTIONAL GROWTH AND CHANGE

IN THE REGION 1955 - 1973



GROWTH IN TOTAL NUMBER OF INSTITUTIONS

Varying growth rates evidenced within states that determine regional

growth and distribution of student enrollments'have also had an impact on

the configuration of institutions which provide educational opportunities

to the region.

Between 1955 and the present, the number of institutions serving the

region has grown from 187 to 263. This past year saw the first absolute

decline in the total number of institutions within the region.

TOTAL NUMBER OF INSTITUTIONS
IN

NEW ENGLAND - 1955.1973

280
262 264 22 263

240 237

200
187

196

160
.

120

80

40

1955 60 65 70 71 72 73

Behind the figures showing the total number of institutions, their

growth and current decline, is masked a shift in the percentage of insti-

tutions administered under public and private auspices.
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GROWTH IN NUMBERS OF INSTITUTIONS BY AUSPICES

Public /Private

The public sector of higher education in New England has grown signifi-

cantly in the past 18 years. Since 1955, there has been a 121% increase in

the number of public colleges and universities serving the region. From a

mere 42 or 22% of the institutions in 1955, the public sector has grown to

93 or 35% in the academic year 1973-74.

PERCENTAGE OF INSTITUTIONS PUBLIC/PRIVATE
IN

NEW ENGLAND - 1955.1973

1955

NUMBER OF INSTITUTIONS BY AUSPICES

1973

55 60 65 70 71 72 73

PUBLIC 42 45 63 87 90 91 93
PRIVATE 145 151 174 176 174 175 170
TOTAL 187 196 237 262 264 268 263

10



DISTRIBUTION OF ENROLLMENT BY GENERAL TYPE AND AUSPICES

1955 - 1973

Even more dramatic has been the shift in enrollment from the private

to the public sector of higher education. In all four major categories of

institutional type, the percentage share of enrollment in public institu-

tions has increased significantly in the past 18 years. This phenomenon

has occurred, not by the reduction of enrollments of private institutions,

but through a combination of the establishment of new institutions and the

rapid expansion of existing public colleges and universities.

UNIV.

4 YR.

2 YR.

PROF.

1955

PERCENTAGE OF ENROLLMENT PUBLIC/PRIVATE
8Y TYPE OF INSTITUTION

1955-73

11

1973

1 PUBLIC

PRIVATE



DISTRIBUTION OF ENROLLMENT BY AUSPICES

Public/Private

The product of these shifts in the percentage of public enrollments

within all four general categories of institutions is reflected in the dis-

tribution of total enrollment between the public and private sector. Enroll-

ment within the public sector of higher education gradually increased as a

percentage of total enrollment to a point in 1972 where it surpassed the

private sector. That majority continued to grow in this academic year,

although by only two-tenths of one percent.

1955

1960

1965

1970

1971

1972

1973

PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL ENROLLMENT
PUBLIC AND PRIVATE - 1955.73

PUBLIC PRIVATE
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CURRENT DISTRIBUTION OF INSTITUTIONS BY

CARNEGIE CLASSIFICATION IN THE

SIX NEW ENGLAND STATES



INSTITUTIONAL GROWTH AND CHANGE BY TYPE

THE CARNEGIE CLASSIFICATION

To refine the analysis and distinguish between auspices and type of

institution, the 263 instutions of higher education enumerated in this report

have been classified by the nine major categories of the Carnegie Commission's

A Classification of Institutions of Higher Education and four general types

adapted from the Carnegie classification.

The nine major categories and four general types of institutions adapted

from the Carnegie classification are as follows:

Universities

Research Universities I

Research Universities II

Doctoral Granting Universities I and II

Four. Year Colleges

Comprehensive Universities and Colleges I

Comprehensive Universities and Colleges II

Liberal Arts Colleges I

Liberal Arts Colleges II

Two Year Colleges and Institutes

All Two Year Colleges and Institutes

Professional and Specialized Institutes

A composite of professional graduate schools and specialized

institutes.

Detailed definitions of the categories and the adaptation made of the Carnegie

classification for this report are provided in Appendix I.

13 .



Currently, Two Year Colleges and Institutes dominate in the total number

of institutions in the region. Professional and Specialized Institutes make

up the next largest group. This latter type is, however, a composite category

made up primarilyof small colleges dedicated to religious training, vocational-

technical institutes, business schools and specialized graduate schools. It

therefore, constitutes a miscellaneous category more than an explicit type.

Liberal Arts Colleges II, the larger Comprehensive University and Colleges I

and Liberal Arts Colleges I follow in order by the total number represented in

the region. The ranking changes somewhat, however, within states and between

public and private institutions.

NUMBER OF INSTITUTIONS BY TYPE IN NEW ENGLAND 1973-74

Conn, Maine Mass. N. H. R. I. Vt. N. E.

UNIVERSITIES 2 1 9 2 2 1 17

Research Univ. I 1 2 - - 3

Research Univ. II 1 - 4 1 - 6

Dort. Granting 1 & II 1 3 2 1 1 8

FOUR YEAR COLLEGES 16 15 40 12 7 15 105

Comp. Univ. & Coll. I 8 1 11 2 3 25

Comp. Univ. & Coil. II 2 2 6 2 12

Liberal Arts Coll. I 4 3 11 - 4 22

Liberal Arts Coll. II 2 9 12 10 4 9 46

TWO YEAR COLL. 8 INSTITUTES 24 6 41 14 1 6 92

PROF. & SPEC. INSTITUTES 9 4 29 3 4 49

TOTALS 51 26 119 31 14 22 263

14



Private colleges and universities represent 65% of the region's insti-

tutions. The State of Connecticut alone among the six New England States

has a greater number of public institutions of higher education. This is

occasioned by the significantly larger number of two year public colleges

in that state.

Within the private sector, Liberal Arts Colleges II represent the

largest single type followed by Two Year Colleges and Institutes. The

Professional and Specialized Institutes which we have noted as representing

a miscellaneous category is primarily private by auspices and dominated by

religious training institutes, business colleges and graduate institutes.

In only two categories of institutions does the public sector predominate

within the region - Comprehensive Universities and Colleges II and Two Year

Colleges and Institutes.

NUMBER OF INSTITUTIONS BY TYPE IN NEW ENGLAND 1973-74

Public/Private

Conn. Maine Mass. N. H. R. I. Vt. N. E.

UNIVERSITIES 1/1 1/- 1/8 1/1 1/1 1/- 6/11

Research Univ. 1 -/1 -/- -/2 -/- -/- -/- -/3

Research Univ. II 1/- -/- 1/3 -/- -/1 -/- 2/4

Ooct. Granting I A II -/- 1/- -/3 1/1 1/- 1/- 4/4

FOUR l".AR COLLEGES 6/10 5/10 11/29 2/10 1/6 3/12 28/77

Comp. Univ. & Coll. I 2/6 1/- 6/5 2/- 1/2 -/- 12/13

Comp. Univ. & Coll. II 2/- 2/- 4/2 -/- -/- 1/1 9/3.

Liberal Arts Coll. I -/4 -/3 -/11 -/- -/- -/4 -/22

Liberal Arts Coll. II 2/- 2/7 1/11 -/10 -/4 2/7 7/39

TWO YEAR COLL. & INSTITUTES 21/3 5/1 18/23 7/7 1/- 2/4 54/38

PROF. & SPEC. INSTITUTES 1/8 1/3 3/26 -/3 -/4 -/- 5/44

PUBLIC/PRIVATE TOTALS 29/22 12/14 33/86 10/21 3/11 6/16 93/170

TOTAL 51 26 119 31 14 22 263

15



GROWTH AND DISTRIBUTION OF ENROLLMENT

BY TYPE



GROWTH RATE BY TYPE OF INSTITUTION

While the growth in the number of public institutions has been signifi-

cantly higher than that of the private, and major shifts have taken place in

the proportion of students attending public colleges and universities, similar

but nonetheless dramatic changes have been taking place in the type of insti-

tution students attend.

The growth rate of the universities has been consistently lower than

that of total enrollment in the region as a whole. Within the University

category, Research I and Doctoral Granting I and II institutions experienced

absolute declines between 1970 and 1971. Only in the last three years have

the Four Year Colleges and Universities begunto fall behind the regional

growth pattern. As would be expected, Two Year Colleges growth rates have

been consistently high and the Professional and Specialized Institutes have

experienced inconsistent but appreciable growth as a class.

ANNUAL GROWTH RATE BY TYPE
1955.1973'

65-60 60-65 65.70 70.71 71-72 72.73

Universities 4.44 7.26 5.01 0.57 1.49 2.35
Research Univ. 1 2.26 2.08 3.21 (-0.08) 1.96 4.86
Research Univ. II 2.63 5.67 6.00 4.30 0.97 1.22

Doctoral Granting I & II 7.99 11.66 4.97 (-2.08) 135 2.36

Four Year Colleges 9.25 13.13 9.00 3.07 2.95 2.70
Comp. Univ. & Coll. I 11.15 15.07 9.76 2.86 0.67 3.82
Comp. Univ. & Coll. II 17.23 18.38 13.43 1.84 6.68 2.25
Liberal Arts Coll. I 2.23 4.44 2.71 5.03 2.29 1.09

Liberal Arts Coll. II 11.42 14.93 8.31 3.73 7.32 1.22

Two Year Coll. & Insts. 7.77 34.51 30.95 6.66 7.69 5.22

Prof. & Spec. I nsts. 15.98 8.46 4.65 10.17 1.46 13.78

Average all types 6.94 10.96 8.94 3.13 3.10 3.72

'Data for five year periods between 1955 & 1970 represent average annual growth rates.
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UNIV

4 YR

PROF & SP

ANNUAL GROWTH RATE
BY GENERAL TYPE COMPARED WITH

GROWTH RATES OF TOTAL ENROLLMENT

55 60 60 65 65 -70 70-71 7172 72-73

5560 6065 6570 7071 7172 72 73

55 60 60-65 65-70 70-71 71.72 72.73

17

Key

2 YR

= Specific Type Is lower than Ave. All Type

= Specific Type is higher than Ave. All Type
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20
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DISTRIBUTION OF ENROLLMENT BY TYPE OF INSTITUTION

The differential growth rates among institutions have had their effect

on the proportion of the total student population which the various types

of institutions enjoy. Change would naturally be expected with the expansion

of access provided and accompanying enrollment surge experienced by the low

tuition public two year sector.

In 1955, the largest proportion of students were enrolled in Research

University II institutions, and Universities as a general category, enrolled

over 54% of the reT:on's students. In the current academic year, Ccmprehensive

Colleges and Universities I, enroll the largest proportion of students and the

Four Year Colleges category encompasses the largest percentage of students

with a 39% share of the market. Over the past 18 years, all three university

types declined in the percentage of the market they enrolled. Among the Four

Year Colleges, only the Liberal Arts Colleges I experienced a decline. Two

Year Colleges and Professional and Specialized Institutes both experienced an

increase in the percentage of the total student market they enroll.

PERCENTAGE OF ENROLLMENT BY TYPE
(Market Share)

55 60 65 70 71 72 73

University 64.63 49.65 43.63 37.70 36.76 36.19 35.71
Research Univ. I 13.35 11.03 7.87 6.31 6.11 6.05 6.11
Research Univ. Il 21.93 18.42 15.21 13.66 13.82 13.63 13.21
Doctoral Granting I & II 19.35 20.10 20.55 17.73 16.83 16.61 16.39

Four Year Colleges 34.60 37.46 40.09 40.16 40.14 40.08 39.68
Comp. Univ. & Coll. I 14.98 17.33 19.62 20.17 20.12 19.64 19.66
Comp. Univ. & Coll. II 4.25 5.87 7.28 8.41 8.30 8.60 8.38
Liberal Arts Coll. I 10.40 8.68 6.78 5.31 5.41 5.3i 5.23
Liberal Arts Coll. II 4.87 5.68 6.41 6.27 6.31 6.57 6.41

Two Year Coll. & I nsts. 5.01 5.17 9.09 16.01 16.56 17.30 17.55
Prof. & Spec. I nsts. 5.86 7.82 7.19 6.12 6.54 6.43 7.06

TOTAL 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 1C0.00 100.00

18
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GROWTH AND CHANGE OF ENROLLMENT BY

STUDENT CATEGORY AND INSTITUTIONAL TYPE

1970 - 1973



GROWTH AND CHANGE BY STUDENT CATEGORY

To examine more thoroughly the immediate picture within the insti-

tutions of higher education of the region, five categories of students

have been distinguished for analysis, first-time, undergraduate, first

professional, graduate and non-degree students. Specific definitions of

these categories are provided in Appendix II.

The percentage of total enrollment each category of student enjoyed

has, over the past four years evidenced perceptible but often sporadic

shifts. Undergraduates remain the dominant factor in the higher education

system representing over 78% of the region's enrollment. Undergraduate

enrollment, has declined from a high of over 81% of total enrollment in

1970 to its current share of 78.36%. Academic year 1972-73 was the only

year in four that undergraduate enrollment increased its share of the total

student enrollment in the region. First professional enrollments have risen

perceptibly over the past four years while graduate enrollment has fluctuated

without apparent pattern. Non-degree students, who represent to a great

extent enrollments in the short-term vocational programs and non-traditional

students within the traditional higher educational programs leading to a

baccalaureate degree, increased as a percentage of total enrollment in the

current academic year from 4.93% to 5.17%.
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Undergraduate'

First Prof.

Graduate

Non-degree

Total

ENROLLMENT BY STUDENT CATEGORY

1970 1971 1972 1973

458,447 455,920 474,547 486,292

10,707 10,684 13,407 14,674

71,898 83,280 80,825 87,567

21,614 30,398 29,492 32,104

562,666 580,284 598,271 620,538

PERCENTAGE SHARE OF TOTAL ENROLLMENT BY STUDENT CATEGORY

1970 1971 1972 1973

Undergraduate' 81.48 78.57 79.32 78.36

First Prof. 1.90 1.84 2.24 2.36

Graduate 12.78 14.35 13.51 14.11

Non-degree 3.84 5.,!4 4.93 5.17

Total 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00

'Extension and unclassified students have been included within
the undergraduate category for years 1970-72. The federal
government no longer reports data on extension students.
Unclassified students are not of sufficient number to warrant
treatment as a distinct category.
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FIRST-TIME STUDENT ENROLLMENT

Degree and Non-Degree

The first-time student classification represents entering freshmen who

have not previously attended any college or university. It also includes

those freshmen enrolled during the previous summeesession. First-time

students, both degree and non-degree, have traditionally been significant

as an indicator or barometer of enrollments in the immediate future. It is

this function that has created and maintained a continued interest in'the

first-time student as a category.

First-time enrollment figures show that the growth rate of freshmen,

both degree and non-degree, in 1973 was up significantly from previous years.

As recorded between the fall of 1972 and the fall of 1973, the growth rate

increased by 3.17% to 145,379 students. This increase was noticeably higher

than the .90% average annual growth rate realized over the past three years.

However, the current growth rate among first-time students is slightly

less than the 3.72% growth rate for all categories of students between 1972-73.

The figures appear to indicate that the increase in total enrollments must be

attributed to more than merely a rise in first-time enrollment. In fact, the

incrO4e in first-time students accounted for less than 25% of the actual

increase in total enrollment.

Among the differing types of institutions, the largest increase in

freshmen enrollments was experienced by Professional and Specialized Insti-

tutions, where the gain was 59.12%. This gain was significantly higher than

the 17.77% three year average from 1970-73. However, professional institu-

tions account for only 7.55% of the total first-time student enrollment.
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The next highest first-time growth rate in 1973 was recorded by Comprehensive

Universities and Colleges II, increase of 22.84 %, considerably higher than

the 1970-1973 per year average of 1.52%. Here again, however, the small per-

centage (7.31%) of total first-time enrollment minimizes to a great degree

the significance of this growth rate.

Two Year Colleges posted a gain of 4:65% between 1972 and 1973. Over

the past three years, the average growth has been slightly lower at 3.63%

per year.

Four of the nine types of institutions had negative growth for first-time

students. The sharpest decline was experienced by Doctoral Granting Univer-

sities I and II where first-time enrollment decreased by 13.32% between 1972

and 1973.

FIRST-TIME DEGREE AND NON-DEGREE ENROLLMENT
GROWTH AND PERCENTAGE OF SHARE

BY TYPE OF INSTITUTIONS

Research Univ. I

Research Univ. 11

Doc. Grntg. I & II

Comp. Un. & Coil. I

Comp. Un. & Coil. II

Liberal Arts Coll. I

Liberal Arts Coll. II

Two Year Coll. & Insts.

Prof. & Spec. lnsts.

Total

Curren; Average
Growth Rate Annual

1972-73 1970-73

(-1.76) 0.95

6.09 2.67

(-13.32) (-4.41)

8.80 Cr2.73)

22.84 1.52

(-3.44) 0.42

(-8.00) 1.42

4.65 3.63

59.12 17.77

Percentage Share of
First-Time Enrollment

1973-74

2.64

9.21

13.42

14.41

7.31

5.36

7.09

33.01

7.55

3.17 0.90

iota F rst-T me
Enrollment
145,379
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UNDERGRADUATE DEGREE CREDIT ENROLLMENT

The classification undergraduate consists of all students in either

a bachelor's degree or associate degree program. This category also

includes those students in terminal-occupational programs that result in

formal recognition below the baccalaureate level.

Like first-time enrollment growth, the current undergraduate growth

rate of 2.47% lagged the 3.72% growth rate among all categories of students.

Included in the undergraduate figure are only degree credit students. Since

the percentage of total non-degree students has increased, the total degree

and non-degree undergraduate student growth rate may be slightly higher than

the degree credit undergraduate figure.

In 1973, degree credit undergraduates comprised 78.36% of the total

enrollment. Although the current rate of increase in undergraduate enroll-

ment was only 2.47% undergraduate enrollment increases account for over 52%

of the total enrollment increment in the region.

Of all the types of institutions, Professional and Specialized Institu-

tions had the highest increase in undergraduate enrollment in 1973, 14.98%.

As noted previously, however, Professional and Specialized Institutions account

for only 7.27% of the total undergraduate enrollment in 1973.

Two types of institutions, Research Universities I and Two Year Colleges

and Institutions followed in order of highest growth rates, at 5.57% and

5.41% respectively. The increase of Two Year Colleges and Institutions en-

rollment was more substantital because the growth rate is based on a higher

percentage of total enrollment. Currently, 17.19% of total undergraduate

enrollment is represented at Two Year Colleges and Institutions.
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The smallest growth rates were recorded by Liberal Arts Colleges I and

Doctoral Granting Universities I and II with 1.52% and 0.30% respectively.

Undergraduate enrollments actually decreased in 1973 at two types of

institutions, Research Universities II and Comprehensive Universities and

Colleges II, producing negative growth rates.

UNDERGRADUATE ENROLLMENT
GROWTH AND PERCENTAGE SHARE BY TYPE

Research Univ. I

Research Univ. II

Doct. Grntg. I & II

Comp. Un. & Coll. I

Comp. Un. & Coll. II

Liberal Arts Coll. I

Liberal Arts Coll. II

Two Year Coll. & Insts.

Prof. & Spec. Insts.

Total

Current
Growth Rate

1972-73

Average
Annual
1970-73

Percentage Share of
Undergraduate Enrollment

1973-74

5.57% 3.03% 4.24%

(-1.66) 1.97 12.32

0.30 (-0.33) 17.17

3.98 1.69 20.18

(-4.28) (-2.33) 7.81

1.52 2.61 6.36

- 2.46 7.46

5.41 5.23 17.19

14.98 6.34 7.27

Total Undergraduate
Enrollment

2.47% 2.02% 486,292

FIRST PROFESSIONAL ENROLLMENT

First professional enrollment consists of students registered in either

a professional school or professional program within a college or university.

The core of this group is comprised of candidates in the fields of medicine,
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law, theology, and other like professions. A first professional program

must, however, encompass a minimum of two years of academic work completed

before entrance and a minimum of six years to qualify for a degree.

As indicated below, first professionals are represented in only rive

categories of the Carnegie classification, the three university categories,

Comprehensive Universities and Colleges I and Professional and Specialized

Institutions. Research University II institutions registered the highest

growth rate between academic years 1972-73 and 1973-74, 21.08%. This

increase gave them 27.76% of the total first professional enrollment. The

current year saw a decline in first professional enrollments among the

Research University I classification. Their three year growth rate,

however, has been exceptionally high.

Overall, first professional enrollments have been increasing at rates

which exceed that of the current growth rates for total enrollment.- In the

total enrollment picture, however, first professional enrollments remain the

smallest of all categories of students.

Research Univ. I

Research Univ. II

Doc. Grntg. I & II

Comp. Un. & Coll. I

Prof. & Spec. Insts.

Total

FIRST PROFESSIONAL

Current
Growth Rate

1972-73

Average
Annual

1970-73

Percentage of First Prof.
Enrollment
1973-74

(-1.15) 26.92 25.30

21.08 5.88 27.76

17.17 4.44 10.74

4.70 15.09 19.72

13.47 24.57 16.48

Total First Prof.
Enrollment

9.47 11.67 14,674
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GRADUATE ENROLLMENT

Graduate students include all candidates who hold a bachelor's or

first professional degree and are taking graduate level degree credit

courses.

In tree last few years, graduate enrollments have fluctuated as a

percentage of total enrollment. Between academic years 1971-72 and 1972-73

graduate enrollment actually declined by 2.95% whereas, this year the

number of graduate students increased by 8.34%. Overall, throughout the

last three years, the annual average increase has been 7.31%, twice the

average annual growth rate of the total enrollment.

Graduate student enrollments, as a percentage of total enrollment, while

having increased in the current academic year to 14.11% have not equaled

their 1971 level of 14.35%. It is notable, however, that the combined enroll-

ments of graduate and first professional students account for 16.47% of total

enrollment in 1973-74. This is the highest concentration of students enrolled

in programs leading to postbaccalaureate degrees in the past four years.

Research Unki, 1

Research Univ. II

0oct. Grntg. 1 & II

Comp. Un. & Coll. I

Comp. Un. U Coll. II

Liberal Arts Coll. 1

Liberal Arts Coll. 11

Two Year Coll. & Insts.

Prof. & Spec. Insts.

Total

GRADUATE

Current
Growth Rate

1972-73

5.52%

2.04

8.64

3.31

22.

0.71

20.49

-

10.93

Average
Annual

1970-73

Percentage of Tail
Graduate Enrollment

1973

(-2.19)%

(-0.13)

8.51

5.40

36.90

8.85

25.05

-

25.04

15.50%

19.19

17.28

23.28

15.45

1.78

2.85

4.67

8.34% 7.31%

Total Graduate
Enrollment
87,567
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NON-DEGREE CREDIT ENROLLMENT

Non-degree credit enrollment as indicated previously represents to a

great extent the non-traditional student within the higher educational

system. For the greater part, non-degree students are registered in occu-

pational programs of less than four years duration, non-credit extension

programs, or regular courses within a curriculum leading to a baccalaureate

degree without seeking credit toward the formal degree.

For a number of years the rise in non-degree credit students has been

used as an indicator of the interest in vocationally oriented education or

disaffection on the part of students with standard degree programs. There

has, however, been no pattern strong enough to indicate a substantial trend.

Although the non-degree credit student category has experienced a three

year overall growth rate of 16.18% and a current growth rate of 8.86%, it's

current market share of total enrollment represents only 5.17%. This, ;owever,

remains lower than the 5.24% of total enrollment the non-degree credit student

category represented in 1971-72.

Currently, the largest percentage of non-degree credit students are

enrolled within Two Year Colleges and Institutions. Professional and

Specialized Institutes account for the second largest percentage of total

non-degree enrollment.

With the exception of the two year segment, growth rates indicated below

are artificially inflated due to the insignificant numbers of students within

many of the categories.
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Research Univ. I

Research Univ. II

Doct. Grntg I & II

Comp. Un. & Coll. I

Comp. Un. & Coll. II

Liberal Arts Coll. I

Liberal Arts Coll. II

Two Year Coll. & Insts.

Prof. & Spec. Insts.

Total

NON-DEGREE ENROLLMENT

Current
Growth Rate

1972-73

Average
Annual
1970-73

Percentage of Non-
Degree Enrollment

1973

- - -

260,83% 161.44% 2.44%

76.17 (-0.86) 4.82

(-7.99) 1.452 1.87

254.41 439.21 1.50

(-97.64) - -

(- 28.59) 42.90 3.13

4.61 14.35 78.83

25.95 35.41 7.41

TRITT6F=Degree
Enrollment

8.86% 16.18% 32,104
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APPENDIX I

THE CARNEGIE CLASSIFICATION

For a number of years, policy makers and researchers in higher education

have become increasingly concerned with the development of more adequate

structures for the compilation, analysis and reporting of data on institutions

of higher education. Among the major areas of concern has been the creation

of an improved classification schema more sensitive to differences among insti-

tutions than the traditional threefold classification used in reporting federal

data.

In 1970 the Carnegie Commission, in an effort to improve the analytic

capabilities of the Commission's work, developed a fivefold classification

schema encompassing thirteen subcategories of institutions. The Carnegie

Classification is more useful for purposes of analysis than existing classi-

fications and offers the additional advantages of national distribution and

recognition.

In an effort to avoid an all too common pattern in education of estab-

lishing competitive taxonomies, and advance the movement toward a nationally

accepted system, the New England Board of Higher Education has this year

adopted the Carnegie Commission Classification in reporting information on

colleges and universities in the region.

We hope this will offer further advantages to policy planners and decision

makers in higher education by encouraging greater sensitivity in the analysis

of data on the colleges and universities of the region.
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CARNEGIE CLASSIFICATION OF INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION

1. Doctoral Granting Universities

1.1. Research Universities I - The 50 leading universities in receipt

of federal financial support for academic science in two of the

three academic years 1968 through 197C provided at least 50

doctoral degrees were awarded by that institution in the academic

year 1970-71.

1.2. Research Universities II - Universities included among th 100

leading institutions in receipt of federal financial support

for academic science in the academic years cited above, awarding

a minimum of 50 doctoral degrees or were among the 50 institutions

granting the largest number of doctorates (plus M.D.'s) in the

ten year period from 1960-70.

1.3. Doctoral Granting Universities I - Institutions awarding 40 or

more doctorates in 1969-70 or receiving $3 million in total

federal support in either 1969-70 or 1970-71. At least 20

doctorates had to be awarded by an institution to be included in

this category.

1.4. Doctoral Granting Universities II - Institutions awarding at

least ten doctoral degrees in 1969-70 or in new doctoral

granting institutions expected to increase the number of doctoral

degrees awarded in the immediate future.
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2. Comprehensive Universities and Colleges

2.1. Comprehensive Universities and Colleges I - Institutions that

offered a liberal arts program, as well as other programs such

s engineering and business administration. While many offered

master's degrees, all institutions in this classification

lacked doctoral programs, or had extremely limited doctoral

programs. Institutions in this classification enrolled at

least 2,000 students in 1970 and had at least two professional

or occupational programs.

2.2. Comprehensive Universities and Colleges II - Includes colleges

offering a liberal arts program and at least one professional

or occupational program. Private institutions with fewer than

1,500 students, and public institutions with fewer than 1,000

students in 1970 are not included in this classification.

3. Liberal Arts Colleges

3.1. Liberal Arts Colleges I - These colleges scored five or above

on Astin's selectivity index or they were included among the

200 leading baccalaureate granting institutions on the basis

of thrr graduates receiving doctorates at 40 leading doctoral

granti g institutions from 1920 to 1966. A number of institu-

tions in this classification while having modest occupational

or professional programs have historically been recognized as

strong liberal arts institutions and within the liberal arts

tradition.
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3.2. Liberal Arts Colleges II - These institutions include all the

liberal arts colleges not meeting criteria for inclusion under

Liberal Arts Colleges I.

4. Two Year Colleges and Institutes

5. Professional Schools and Other Specialized Institutions

5.1. Theological seminaries, bible colleges and other institutions

offering degrees in religion.

5.2. Medical schools and medical centers. In the Carnegie taxonomy

those colleges or schools of medicine that are listed as separate

campuses are included here.

5.3. Other separate health professional schools.

5.4. Schools of engincering and technology.

5.5. Schools of business and management.

5.6. Schools of art, music and design.

5.7. Schools of law.

5.8. Teachers' colleges.

5.9. Other specialized institutions - includes graduate centers, mari-

time academies, military institutes and miscellaneous.

It should be noted that an institutions' placement within a given category

and subcategory of the above taxonomy may in light of yearly change appear

quite arbitrary. As institutions increase enrollments, offer more diversified
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programs, add graduate and professional schools, changes will be inevitably

necessary. These realities, however, do not mitigate the advantages of

reporting data on dnstitutions of higher education under a classification

schema of this sort. Where evidence is available that particular institu-

tions have been inadvertently misclassified, or recent changes in the nature

of their offerings would place them in another classification of the taxonomy,

adjustments will be made in future enrollment reports.

In our appropriation of the Carnegie classification of institutions of

higher education in New England, the subcategories of Doctoral Granting In-

stitutiins I and II have been treated as one. The nine subcategories estab-

lished by Carnegie under Professional Schools and Other Specialized Institutions

have similarly been treated as one for the creation of meaningful categories.

This procedure seemed most appropriate in the instance of New England data to

avoid many of the subcategories reflecting information on only one or two insti-

tutions. This problem could not be avoided, however, in reporting state figures

without destroying the entire taxonomy.

In an effort to maintain continuity with previous enrollment reports of

the Board, a generalized fourfold categorization of institutions has been

included in the summary data provided throughout the report. The traditional

distinctions of Universities, Four Year Colleges and Two Year Colleges has

been maintained. However, only those institutions which should under the

Carnegie taxonomy be included under Research Universities I, II and Doctoral

Granting Universities I and II are included in the general category -

Universities. All other institutions designated by the Carnegie classification

as Comprehensive Universities and Colleges I, II and Liberal Arts Colleges I

and II, because of their major emphasis on undergraduate education and lack of

34



doctoral degree programs, have been considered as Four Year Colleges under

the more Oneralized schema. Two Year Colleges and Institutes remains

essentially the same. A fourth category, Professional Schools and Other

Specialized Institutions, under the Carnegie taxonomy has been maintained

'n the reporting of more generalized data. Whereas previously, many of the

institutions in New England which would normally be included under this

category were reported under the threefold classification of Universities,

Four Year Colleges and Two Year Colleges, the unique characteristics of these

institutions necessitate their separation from the standardized reporting

categories and the creation of a fourth grouping of institutions in the pre-

sentation of more generalized aggregations of data.
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APPENDIX II

DEFINITIONS

FIRST-TIME STUDENTS - Entering freshmen who have not previously attended any

college. Included are students who attended college for the first time in

the summer of 1973.

UNDERGRADUATES - In four year institutions, includes freshmen and sophomores

in bachelor's degree programs. In two year institutions, includes students

in associate degree programs. Also includes, in all levels of institutions,

students in terminal-occupational programs of one, two, or three years that

result in formal recognition below the baccalaureate. Students who have com-

pleted the sophomore year and typically are enrolled in a four or five year

bachelor's degree program are also included in this category.

FIRST-PROFESSIONAL STUDENTS - Students enrolled in a professional school or

program which required at least two academic years of college work for entrance

and a total of at least six years for a degree. This category typically

includes students in fields such as medicine, law or theology.

GRADUATE STUDENTS - Students who hold the bachelor's or first-professional

degree, or equivalent, and are taking work at the graduate level.

DEGREE-CREDIT PROGRAMS - Any work creditable toward a bachelor's degree at

four year institutions. In two year institutions, those programs from which

the credits earned are transferable to a bachelor's degree program.

NON-DEGREE CREDIT - Organized occupational curriculums of less than four years,

primarily in the vocational and technical fields, not chiefly creditable toward

a bachelor's degree. Normally non-degree credit is terminal and results in

formal recognition such as a certificate or diploma.
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APPENDIX III

1955 - 1973

TOTAL ENROLLMENT BY REGION, STATE AND

TYPE OF INSTITUTION

TOTAL PUBLIC ENROLLMENT BY REGION, STATE AND

TYPE OF INSTITUTION

TOTAL PRIVATE ENROLLMENT BY REGION, STATE AND

TYPE OF INSTITUTION
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APPENDIX IV

STUDENT ENROLLMENT IN NEW ENGLAND, FALL 1973

Key to Abbreviations in Institutional Data:

C - College

CC - Community College

Inst. - Institute

SC - State College

Tech. - Technical

U - University

Voc. - Vocational

N/A - not available

Carnegie Commission Classificatiow

Res. I - Research Universities I

Res. II - Research Universities II

ioct. Grntg. Doctoral Granting Universities I and II

Comp. I - Comprehensive Universities and Colleges I

Comp. II - Comprehensive Universities and Colleges II

L.A. I - Liberal Arts Colleges I

L.A. II - Liberal Arts Colleges II

Two Year Coll. & Insts. - Two Year Colleges and Institutes

Prof. & Spec. Insts. - Professional Schools and Other Specialized
Institutions

Note: Unclassified Student data is included with Undergraduate, Degree Credit

enrollment figures.
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