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This bulletin presents news and opinions of the staff

of Project Brave of the St. John Valley in horthern Maine. This issue
contains geographical and historical information concerning the
region of the St. John Valley and along the Acadian Trail. Included
are many photographs of that area. (SK)
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Norman Dube, French Speclalist
Sr. Sharon Leavitt, Curriculum Speclalist and Brave Bulletin Editor

Our heartfelt thanks go to Miss Martine Pelletler of Van Buren,
for her advice on complling the historical facts In this booklet.

The project presented or reported hereln was performed pursuant to a Grant from the
U, S. Office of Education, Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, However,
the opinlons expressed hereln do not necessarily. reflect the position or policy of the

U.S. Office of Eduoaﬂon, ond no ofﬂclal endorseme ‘by the U.S. Office of Education
shovld be Inferred,




RIVER ROUTE

This route runs from Edmundston, capltal of the legendary "Republic of Madawaska"
(and Malne's Madawaska) south to the sea and city of St, Jechn, N, B, The River Route
follows the beautiful, scenic St, John River, known as the "Rhine of Amertca," which
was a highway for the Indlans and once the main artery of commerce,

ACADIAN TRAIL

The Acadian Trall winds through farming and fishing communities largely populated
by descendants of early Acadlan and Canadlan settlers, These people called the tand
Acadla, They were dependent on the harvest of land and sea and settled along the coast,
They brought thelr language, culture and architecture, traces of which can still be found
in the St, John Valley and along the Acadian Trall,

SAMUEL de CHAMPLAIN

On June 24, 1604, St. John the Baptist day, Samuel de Champlain first explored the
mouth of the St. John River, whence its name. Today, off Charlotte Street in St, John,
N, B,, stands a statue of Champlain which was erected 'n 1904, celebrating the tri-
centennlal of the discovery of the St, John Rlver. The right arm of the statue polnts
towards the estuary of the river and the Reversing Fells Rapids,

[

LE GRAND DERANGEMENT

The events of the 18th century made outcasts of the Acadian people. The terms of
the Treaty of Utrecht of 1713 gave Cape Breton Island und Prince Edward Island, but ceded
all of Nova Scotia (then called Acadla) and its former boundaries to England, This Treaty
stated that the Acadians were ". . . to remove themselves within a year to any other
place, as they shall see fit . . . ." The British continually plagued the French settlers
with the question of an cath of alleglance which they wanted the Acadlans to take, The
Acadians did not want to join forces against the French, so they persisted in thelr neu-
trality.

in the fall of 1755 came the final blow — "Le Grand Derangement." From then on
the entire North American continent received wanderlng groups of Acadlan refugees
forced by England from thelr homeland.,

On foot, for the most parf, a small number of Acadiars managed to come back to
reglons close to thelr beloved Acadla, Following is a pictorlal essay of the regtons of the
St. John Valley of Northerh Malne und of some of the Marlﬂme Pro .nces of New Bruns-
wick and Nova Scotia where fhe Acadlans resettled, RSt T



The St, John became the boundary line between
the U.S, (loft side of photo) and Canada (right
side of photo) in 1842,

Fort Kent Block House (1839) was
built because of boundary disputes
settled by the Treaty of Washington
(the Webstar-Ashburton Trealy) and
stated that the St. John River becomu
the boundary line between Maine and
England (now Canada).
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St. Luce Church, Uppér F‘renchvtlle,’ was the
location of the first mission church of the St.
John Valley in 1831,

Very old wooden wdfér 'towér located In’French-‘
ville,

A very old buckwheaf mill of Frenchvllle, which
turns out the flour for the reglon s favorite pan-
cake, "les plogues.
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Journey by canoe from St. Bastl to This cross commemorates the landing
,St. David made 1n 1971 to commem~ of some of the first Acadians on A-
orate the original trip and landing a- & merican soll in 1785,

long the St. John River In 1785,

St. Davld parish church celebrates
its centenary in 1971,

Centenary cake is made and deco-
rated for the celebration,
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This log cabln was completed and
dadicated for the centenntal celebra-~
tion of St, David,

Potatoes still Flourlsh on the fertile
land of the beautiful St. John River
Va”ey.

Local strummers supply the back-
ground music for square dancmg,
games and other celebrahons. ;
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BERCEAU du MADAWASKA

A section of the St,Basil cemetery s ded!cdred to the region's
ancestors who arrived in 1785, Crosses are inscribed with the
names of the first families to settlo In the Valley,

Replfca of }He first Chopel of St,
Basil which was built in 1786,
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Antique hearth and ghrik'ndk‘stkone
found in the shed pictured below.

hitecture .




THE STORY OF OUR BELL

The bell which beckons us to prayer dally is also the flrst bell to have rung out In the
"Republic of Madawaska." No one knows for sure when [t was first heard In St, Basile,
The bark-covered chapel of 1787 had no bell, According to Father Albert, the church of
1793 did not have a steeple, but was surmounted by a cross.,

However, In 1803, Msgr, Denant requested the completion of the church In St.Bastle,
Soon after, the following allocations are written into the parish ledger: wood for steeple,
August, 1806, 3 shilltngs; cable for the bell, 1809, 1 shiliing, & denlers.

From thls, it 1s assumed that our bell ﬁrsf rang from the rustique belfry of St.Basile.
Church sometime during the first decade of the 19th century,

It 1s known that the bell was given to the parishloners of St, Bruno In 1838, It was a
part of their Iiturglcal life until 1873 when the small Allendale Church was replaced by «
larger one on the present site (Violette Brook).

The bell was moved tn 1885 to the new chapel of St, Joseph Church tn Hamiln. ln
September of 1925 it was returned to Allendale where It was used as a school bell at
Champlain School, ;

For a while the bell was stlent, It chimed temporarily during the Centennlal of St,
Bruno Church In 1938,

Our bell has served its spirltual and educational purpose and is now retired, The
sisters of St, Bruno, who were conflded the care of thls historlcal bell, have loaned the
bell In the log cabin of the St, David Museum in the safekeeplng of the Madawaska His~
torical Socfety.

A LA CLOCHE DE NOTRE COUVENT
(Written by a Slster of St. Bruno Convent, Van Buren)

Voix grave et pure , Voix tutélaire
Ton doux mumure, Et solitaire

Sous la tolture, === - -Du sanctuaire
Met en nos coeurs’ : De mon couvent
Des melodtes e IR Vers la Pafr!e
Des litan!es Ve iy ‘L'4me ravie
Des elegnes e Guide ma vie

Des chants berceursl, o Atou} moment |
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Site of the orlginal St,. Bruno
Church located in Keegan. In
1838, St. Bruno parish was the
first offlcial parish organized in
the St. John Valiey,




.:"French V!llage, "or Klngsclear,, :
“an early Acadlan Mission, 1t Is now
a Maleclte Mission, This church con=
. talns the "cloche de Meductc", a
gift of King Louls XV tér the fall of e
the French; ‘egtme, | s |




Fredericton (formeriy Salnt-Anne), s the
capltal of the Frovince ‘of New Brunswick, ”Icfured
Is fhe ParlIamenf butldlng.

FRENCH SCHOOL, French clitizens
‘of Fredericton have established tem-
porary quarters for thelr private
French school in a vacant army bar-
racks,

Christ Church,
_ Anglican gothic cathedral,

n







,u he. spot'where the St, John thanges
o direcﬂo s ln Sf John, New Brun; :







© ANNAPOLIS ROYAL (L'Habitation de Champlain)




LOUISBOURG, NomkSco:tlia







GRAND-PRE

: Vlllago Immon‘oltzed by Longfellow
~In his poem Evangeline, This place
. marks the flrst Acadlan seﬂlement to

~ be deporfed In 1755

Museum—Chapel contolnlng the statue of the
Assumpflon b‘ Pad ue (ltollan)







. Ll-a"'s’THM'B deCHIGNBCTou, pae
~ Fort Beausefour Aulac (New Brunswick)










Moncton was ncmed qfter;General Moncton who was respons!=
~ble for the carrylng out at Disperslon" (Ie Gmnd

Demngemenf) f the
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‘One of the most beauHFul
Acadlan sltes,  This clty
thrak hes along 22 mlles







