_ DOCUMBEXT RESUME
ED 090 568 ’ Cs 201 246

" TITLE How to Get More Out of Your Newspaper; Student
Handbook. ‘
INSTITUTION Ohio Newspaper Assocliation, Columbus.
PUB DATE (73] ‘
NOTE 18p.
BDRS PRICE MP~$0.75 HC-$1.50 PLUS POSTAGE
DESCRIPTORS Content Analysis; Critical Reading; Journalisag

*Newspapersi *Reading Habits; #*Reading Skills;
‘ Reading Speed; Secondary Education
IDENTIPIERS *Freedom of the Press

ABSTRACT

This handbook is designed to help students develop a
better understanding and appreciation of the newspaper, its uses by
the general -public, and its role in the democratic systeam. Contents
include: "The History of Newspapers"; “Why Should You Read a
Newspaper?"; "What Do You Read in a Newspaper?"; !"Hov Well Do You
Read?" which stresses reading efficiency and contains a short quiz
for speed and comprehension; "Want to Read Faster? Herefs How...,"
vhich discusses the importance of reading gkills; "Learn to Skis,"
which presents sample newspaper items showing students the technique
-of skimming; “Read with a Plan"; "What to Expoct from Your
Newspaper," which outlines the four basic purposes of the newspaper;.
and "stretch Your Time and Increase Your Knowledge," which concludes
that the newspaper is the living textbook of practically every

o subject covered in the classroom. (RB)
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HOW TO GET MORE OUT OF YOUR NEWSPAPER

Introductiun

Art;clo 1 of the Bilt of Rights states that, "Congress shall make no
law.,.abridging freedom of speech or of the press." This is the writlen
guarantee of freedom of the printed word in the United Stalss, Freidom
of the press, a privilege of democracy, also exacte a responsibility, We,
the citizens who enjoy it, must think for ourselves atout the important
questions of our timae.

Towering above all other media as 2 common carrier of public in-
formation is the press~the tremendous, influential, dynamle force of the
almost2, 000 daity and 10, 090 weekly newspapers published in the United
States today,

Readers in the United States and Canada spend $3, 715, 000 a day,
$30, 076, 000 a week or $1,563, 942, 000a year for their newspapers, This
{s more than {s spent for all other print media cor;;’ablned.

The whole theory of democracy {s based on & {rformed citizeary,
Beécause of this fact Thomas Jefferson said, "Were tleft for meto de-
cide whether we should have government without newspapers or news-
papers without governmeat, I should not hositate amorﬁenl to prefer the
tatter. ﬁutl should mean that every man should receive those papers

and be capable of reading them,"

A FuiToxt Provided by ERIC




THE HUSTORY OF NEWSPAPERS

Where and when did the first daily newspaper comne into existence? One of the
ea.rlien publications appeared in Rome around 69 B, C, {t was a primitive news
sheet called Acta Diurna {acts of the day), and described the activities of the
Romman Senate, [t was posted daily in public spols around the city,

Marco Polo, in nis long journey to the Orient, returned to Europe with the
{dea of the court gazeu’e. thought to be the oldeat continving hewnpaper in history,
since it did not disappear in China until the 20th century,

Gazette, however, is an Italian term,. 11 an [talian province in 1566, accounts
of a war were printed in a news bulletin, If pecople wished to buy a copy of the news
sheet, they pald a small coln called a "gazetta.”

Before printing and publishing as we know {t came into existence, people of Europe 4
were informed by ‘raveling ballad singers, These carefres nawsmongers traveled
from village to village, singing of the things they had seen or hcard, No doubt thelr
storles were distorted, but the wanderer was always welcome,

The first sign of a newspaper resembling today's varlety appeared in JGermany in’ B
the 1500°'s, The German people had long been accustomed to broadsidec ‘single page
news sheets printed on one side only), pamphlets and books, Then news ;amphlets
hegan appearing in special shops, draling with new topics such as baitle s, disasters, :
"miracles', and coronations, Then in the 1700's more or less regular ncwspapers
sprang up in Germany, Austria, Hetherlards and then Italy. Traveling Germans inaugs
erated most of them, and deserve the major credit for the growti of the modern newsps
in Europe.

In England, the "Glorious'' Revolution <f 1688 caused journaliats to exercise cons
siderable freedom, Strict printing laws were no longer rigidly enforced or were repeal
altogether, Th:.ywas t:3 beginning of the English tradition of freedom of the press, and

it followed the growth of representative government after 1688,
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The birthplace of the American press wasthe Massachusells Bay Colony in New
England. Since tyranny and religious persecution were the reasons most pecple had
come to the colony, the first small news publlications naturally dealt with these problems,
Because moat settlers were from tho new middle class of England, their educatlonal
level wan high and printers occupied an important part of the community,

The first successful newspaper didn't appear until 1740, some eighty years alter
the Bay Colony was astablished, Then durlng the pre-revolutionary period, other
regular newspapers began publication, These play:d an important part in the {fight for
freedom from England, As the lawyers spread the doctrine of revolution by the spoken
work, #0 ¢id printers and Journilists by the printed word, .

Aftér the revolution came t~« era of ""partisan press’”, Every political interest
grouap ¢came to rely on the growing press to spread their ldeas before the public, and
even had thelr own special newspapers. Ti.c opposing ideas of Tnomas Jefferson and
Alexander Hamiiton were trumpeted from special newspapers sponsored by followers
of the two great men,

Soon, newspapers began to ;trlve for independence from powerful partisan aponlorlhip;
The ideas that a newspaper must appeal to many with opposing political ideas began tc¢ : ’
spread as printers sought greater economlc rewards. ;rhe rising cost of operation and
- the need for more advertising brought about the "penny press'" arcund 1833, a newspaper - .
7 de slgned for the "common man™,” Originally of a sensational nature, penny‘newzupape rs
soon became a more Lite rate and di'gn.uled product, ’

In time, as newspapers became larger, Advertiuing became more important as a
yuo.u‘rc'e of income, At the same time, the move toward editorial indepindence caused

the n(.-Ws’ dispensing function of the nev spaper to become more important, Prlntersrand

_editors kaew that readers required and demanded factual and up to da'e news.

- Theh came & g"reart tiew devetopmen'; in the history of American journalisme<wire

£ ie;vtceé. Set up on a national, then international acale, the wire services could gather aﬂ.d




report all of the world news, and give it to subscriblng newspapers faster
than ever before, For the first time, the reader was in close and immediate

touch with events culside of his town or state,

SHOULD YOU READ A NEWSPAPER 7

If you want to learn to awim, you obviously have a reason  You
may think swimming will give you pleasure, or your [riends may swimand
you want to join them, ur your doctor may have prescribed swimmingasa
means of exercise, or you fear that some day you may be shipwrecked,

But why read & newspaper? Some look to the newspaper to check
upon their favorite athletic teams, to check on the antics of their favor-
ite comic characters. Others want to match thele opinlons againet those
of editors and columnists. Still others seek information on their favors
ite TV program. The newspaper gives luformation on all of these phases
6!—entertainmem. of course, but its firat job is to supply information,

Why do we need inforn.ation? There are several reasons.

1,  The well-informed person wins respect for his opiniona,

2. Some kinde of informaticn affact our day-to-day lives, such
as when 3 new law 14 paseed, a rew taximposed, a public
emergency test is scheduled or when an official ceumOny is
planned,

3. . Some kinds of information affect our occupations. .

4.  Many remote events reported in your newspaper eventullly
come close to home. In 1914 an Austrian archduke was
assavsinated in Serbla. It seemed like none of our affair.

© Yet it led to & war that three years later engulfed us, -

S, The whole theory of democracy is baud on an in.formed
citi:enry.

_To be thoroughly lnIormed on all ol theu thlng-. you requlre a;

pacnge lhltll compact and puu alt thlngu ln prbper proporuons. Thls

pack;ge ko your newspaper.
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700 YOUREAD IN A NEWSPAPER'?

Or, perhaps a belter question--ars you reading your newspaper

with full underatanding ard satisfaction?

A newspaper is many things to many people,  To some it is the
source of all knowledge. To others {tis a source of ail world naws, or

i}

Just a emall segment of i, :

So&u ’peapio read only sports, others only buniineu news, Still
others read o;.:{- the comlcs, - |

Women find the newspaper an ever-helpful source of news of l‘nh-:
ion, of helpful hints on beauty, patterns, or a multitude of activities that
make up their daily activities,
) The newspaper is the one product that satisfies all these dealres
and does it every day of the year,

Are you gettlng & true plcture of today's world?

This SbokIQt is designed to help you get more out of the time ’you

spend with y ur newo‘paper.




g/ WELL DO You READ

‘This quastion is bolng asked {n every field of bullnen today. Busy
executives are jolning in courses of study to imptove thoh‘i reading.

Reading experts tell us that while less than 4% of Amcricnn adults ,
cannot read at all, at least 60% of them do not read well, And almoat eve |
eryone can improve reading ollldency.

Do yoa read quickly? ‘How much do you absorb? Some say quick
readars cannot be attentive, but that's wrong. Invnugluoh in rudin[
schools show that effective reading tends to be rapld reading, and that our
really successful readers ue’ the ones who move along a page at & whiz-
bang paéo. : |

Herae's a Little test you might try to n) in what bracket your rud-
ing speed falls,

~Read through this article on the next page,

Use a watch with a second hand and time your reading, Note

. how loag it took you to read the article, ‘
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Man Can Arm Against A Raid:
Powerless To Defend A Trade

IN THE SPRING OF 1908 Detroit Manager Hughey Jennings of-
fered to trade Ty Cobb to the Indians for Ebner Flick, even up. Indian
owner Charley Somers nixed the deal. True, Cobb had batted .350 and
stolen 49 hases the year before and .320 the year before that, but after
all, he was a coinparative novice in the mn{?rs. Flick, bomn Jan. 11, 18786,
in Bedford, was a veteran of 11 years In the big time and a proven star
in the outfiekl. He had won the American League batting crown in 1905
with 308, led thn league again with 88 runs in 1906, hit a respect.ble
302 and stolen 41 bases In 1907, and been to;l)s in triples all three years.
In addition to all these, he was such a nice fotlow! ‘

Taken ill early in that 1908 season Flick got into 0n1£ 93 more
big league games for 37 runs, 85 hits, 11 stolen bases. He was back in the
bushes by 1911, Cobb lasted 21 more years, added 2,084 runs, 3,831 more
hits, 818 stolen bases and averaged an amazing 387 at bat. You never
~ can tell which way the ball will bounce! ,

{n the Sumnter of 1810 a New Orleans sports editor tlﬁpcd Chatley
Somers that a young outficlder with the New Orleans ¢lub had the mak-
ings of a big leaguer. His name was Joe Jackson. Rearcd in the backwoods
of North Carolinx he couldn’t read or write; but he had a great natural
swing with the bat. Breaking {n with his hometown Greenville club in
1908 he was sold to the Athletics for $325. Connie Mack bromﬁo\ him up
that September; and again from Savannah late in 1909-but both times
Shoeless Joe quickly became homesick and lit oi for North Carolina.
By ~arly September 1910 he was hitting 354 for 138 games with New
Orleans when Somers offered to trade promising outfielder Briscoe Lord

of the llndians for the unpredictable Jackson of N'Orleans. Mr. Mack
. accepted without delay, ;

; JACKSON PLAYED 20 GAMES with the Indians that Septeinber
and hit .387. - The next year he made 233 hits and batted 408 for. uk
records which still stand. For his first three full seasons with the Indians
lie averaged 119 runs, 219 hits and 370, Before he was traded In
“August, 1915, he played 871 games, made 936 hits and averaged ,375:
Briscoe Lord was 4 semi-regular three years with the Athletics and saw
. brief service with the Braves in 1913 before drepping out of the majors
o =with 258 lifetime average, ,




Quiz

Now sec if you can answer these questions withont looking hack;

1. The Indians made two good player trades in the
carty part of the 20th Century,

e Twe ... ... False

2. Ty Cobb played more than 20 years in the major
leagues,

3. Joe Jackson was one of the first college graduates
to play major league baseball.

e True “wovdeiena. False

4, Briscoe Lord became a great star with the okl
Philadelphia Athletics.

How to score your reading speed:

Very Rapid: 50 seconds or less-
Rapid: 30 to 60 seconds

Average: 60 to 78 seconds’
Slow; ‘ - More than 75 seconds ,

. sed p tesped
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AN 70RE40 FASTER ? HERE S oW,

Even though you're not aware of it, your eyes are now moving over
these lines, not in continuous flight, like an sirplane but in hops, llké a
rabbit, While your eyes are moving, there {s no reading, But in between,
thay atop a ﬁ;cuon of a second, Itis during these stops that you ses the
print and read,

For the narrow line of print ina Tewdpapar colurman, you should not
make over two stops a Hne. {A friend, wi!chin; a mirror prepped up in
front of you as you read, can tell how many times your eyes stop. ) The
fewer and faster the atops, the more quickly you can read,

It may be that you are reading worda, one at a time, inatead of
thoughts. It may be that you are Yvocalising, !t saylng the words out toudto
youuell as you read. Either of these hadits can slow up your reading and
waste time, Like actual physical defects of the eye, they ars well worth
correcting with professional help.

However, there ls one reading skill you ¢an per(eckt by yoursell, It'g
‘the technique calted " skimming, "

Skimming ’help- you to dlecover what you want to read more carefully, .
‘When you flnd it, slow down to get the full content.

’ For stories on the lighter ¢lde, you can tret along fairly briskly, But
wheﬁ it comes to ednorhh, significant speeches, serious ¢olumns follow-
ln; lnvolved renouing and othcnmportlntmnerlnl proceed slowly enough ;

to foltow the idu and loglc in order to commll the fu:u to memory.
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The wldc vlrlely of columv-.s .nd Znturu wh ch lppei: (n your ncw‘ f '
plr Provlde maﬂv lpecil‘sc cervlceo lor rudon. Recxpu. wvth on c\lld
[ Nart And home problemn. enque\h lﬁd (uhiom ;u pubmhcdnt LR

vice Qo readen. So ua nrmer ummbm. radio and TV logs, cowmhl on -

hobblu. out«o!»dooﬂ, baoh md lelgue sm\dinn.

’, 'Your newnpaper’- !endenﬂp in the corutmt arowth und bmerment of

the community is a \rexy imporunt lervice to im rudeu. -
i dvuu‘ kng kn lo ranh hlgh Amonganempapu'. '"~Vi“ zom reld»
’People m:ewlo rud adveyli-ing. According io :he Advo rming Res arch
Foundmom at Ieu! 80% of m\-n and 95% o! women read lone ldvertluing ln

dahy newnpapen
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