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ABSTRACT

Learning outside the school has implications for
students and teachers as they reach beyond the 1limited sphere of the
classroom. Students should see connéctions between academic subjects
and work, develop insights into the community, develop independence,
work with adults other than their teachers and parents, view possible
career areas, function separately from their peer group, develop a
sound self-image, learn the practical techniques of applying for a
job, and finally, could become acquainted with pecople deeply involved
in a given profession. Teachers can reconsider their attitudes and
approaches to teaching, obtain a better knowledge or community
resources, be reminded of the need to relate sukbject matter to the
real world, and guide learning activities rather than Le the center
of the learning situation. Beneficial byproducts of a program outside
the school could also be the improvement of the school's image with
the community and the opportunity for teachers, parents, and
community members to relate to and see each other in a different
light. (Author/HLF)
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The potential for learning outside the school building has always

loomed before us. Its significance liaas been & source of wonderment for
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teachers in a one room schoolhouse and for men and women teaching in large
schools in metropolitan areasF The notion as to why this rich source of
learning has not been tapped can be attributed to many factors. However,
the concern here is to look at a philosophy that encourages the activity
of students beyénd their school building and then to go even further and
examine the goals and benefits for students and Eéachers as they reach
beyond the limited sphere of the classroom; There will be concern for the
manner in which an administrator can aid the teachers and encourage his
staff along the path to outside learning. Finally, we will touch upon

some rather beneficial by-products of such prograws.

Before launching into a discussion of learning outside of the school,
I should mention that it is essential that the admiunlstrator believe in
such projects himgelf. These projects take'time and effort, and like all
- curriculum change, they must be approached with conviction, or the strength 

will certainly wane before completion of the project.

it shnuld be made cloar at this poxut that I am not talkxng about how i

'7gﬁ$to tmplomenL a full blown vork study ptogram, but Lhc foou of 1ntorest 1°;7




Uhat arve our goals or objectives for the students as we attempt Lo
hroaden their leavalng experlences?  One wight put these polats in any
order, but the flrst one iu my mind is that hopafully the students will
begin to see real conncctlons between the acadenie subjocts they study in
school and the jobs that people are doing daily. Too often, young paople
sce their courses as hurdles which they must jump to gain the way of 1life
they want. Through these trlps away from school, the student may, for
Instance, start to see the connection between his work with geometry and

a career in architecture.

Second, they will hopefully develop insights into the community in
general. Very often the students become aware of the service and work of

people they had never thought about.

The third area would be the development of independence. It is a fine
opportunity for a student to start doing a job or project on his own. Just
the entire matter of organizing or planning a project takes time, thought,
and éffort. The student has to make contacts outside of school, plan his
program, see that he gets there on vime, fulfill the expectations of the
people he has enlisted to help him, and conclude by evaluating what was

achieved by the effort.

. Fourth, many of ousSCudents have‘not really had to wbrk‘with'adultSj
fﬁ'othcr than their Leacherb and parents Such contacLs WLth people in |
 fébu iness and protessionﬂt areas can bn~vory thpfu] to a young porson. =

‘??We should roal{ée Lhat many of them have noL had Lhe chancea to roally*i”k‘*

'done aa,’:
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“!un&h thgrionco, thoy do sva tne qLudant rhn chlucv ro v;vw Lho w01L'@Ltiin?
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Covtainly a Fifth advantage is tho chance to vicy possible Careef
aveas.  Many young perscns thiuk they have some notlon of what they would
like to do in Life, but we all kuow that many of us end up doing work whic
we never could have dreamed we would be doing in later life. Bach
expericnce that takes them beyond the school walls provides the young
person with another chance to see a life work which they may not have
considered. That is an important part of their education if we can help
them to determine the line of work they would like to do fox thirty or

forty years.

Sixth, if the time away from school is plaunned for individual students
it gives the person a chance to function separately from his peer group.
All of us know how important fellow students are to young people. It is
equally important for many of them that they have a chance to try thelr
skills at working away from theix peers, This 1s true partly because
some of them function very poorly with people their own age, but quite
well with older people; for a student to have such a feeling could ve a

great help to his or her development.

This fits very closely to the next point which is the development of
a sound self-image. Some young people, despite their loudness and often
pushy manner, do. not have a very sound se1f~perCeption; Early efforts in
‘.such projects as we are rcferring to have shown that students do have a

‘better image of themselves after gcttinv out on their owrt,

The eighth goal for studants iu an outstde project, espeoially Lhu%“]f;

typb they develop fox themselves and not a group, involves Lhe practicﬂ
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to b conchad by tholy parents ov teachers on how to dress, what to say,
tha value of being on tiwe, and the importance ol heibyg prepaved to discuss

what they are tChere [or.

It is clear as these students go into the cowmmunity that the
thpOnbibllily for tholr success or failure is closely connected to their
performance. There 1s an clement of stress, but for most young people,
they relish the chance to prove themselves and cagerly are attracted to

situations where they can show thelr capability.

Finally, the student, agaih 1f he is working at something on an
individual basis, may get to know people deeply involved in a given
profession. This may prove to be an especially beneficial part of the
project. It gives the student a chance to really get a close feeling for

a person and a feeliﬁg for the way that person relates to his work.

If onc accepts the points that have been made here as beneficial for
students, then the next consideration might well be the benefits that a
teacher could experience from participatiqn in such projects. One thing
that certainly occurs is that the téacher glves deep thought to his or har
attitudes and approaches to teaching. This would be especially true in the
case of a teacher who is wedded to the teacher centered classroom. Such
~a person will often rusisL uch efforts as this; it way well pose a threat
,iLo Lhcm as 1nd1vidua1s, and act as a challenge to Lhc:r entire approach to' 

?itoachinb 1hg admtn|°LLaLor wi]J often have to provide oxtenino‘ e

 c1nrorcament to suuh puople._ It is, howevbr ofLen unLo rewarding Loffﬁ”

(-hanvo L

: who axo qeL;in_tho;r ways, ﬂThey may very weIl ma<e ,j;g }



The socoud foature for teachers would be that they often ablain a
wuch better knowledge of community resources. Iu some cases, they are
quickly recognized as community leaders and are drawn into commundty
activitlos wvhich actually prove benefilclal to students. It 1s in a scense

a snowball effect; one good learnlng situation leads to another.

Third, the teacher ic reminded of the need to relate his subject
matter to the real world. OFften it is easy fo: teachers to slip into the
trap of thinklng that their subject is taught just for its own inner value.
That, of course, may be the case on the graduate level, but it is rarely

true for the high school student,

Having teachors thinking in terms of outslide projects also puts the
teacher in a role where he guides learning activities rather than'being
the center of the learning situation. As we work toward any sense of
individualized instruction ox continuous progress, it is ilmportant that
teachers be given ways in which they may move gracefullf awvay from the

center of attention in the classroom.

With the above points in mind, it becomes clear that the teacher must
find new ways of evaluating his work and the work of the students., The

rethinking process on evaluation may well be the source of new ideas.

Now Lhe quesLion arxses as to how an administrator mighL bLing Lth

:' j;process about., ﬂhe £irst chp is for the principal Lo cloarly be comfortable

‘dwthfthe enLire idea._’j This iq especially important since there are many




A principal might start by mevely saylng ai the begioning of the yews
that he would like to sece such projecta taking place. At the same tima he
would ba well advised to express some of his thoughts.on how such exposure
outslde the school could beneflt both students unﬁ teachers, Lt would ba
especlally helpful 1f tho principal had an experienced well thbught of
teacher who was recady and willing to initiate such projects. The word
sprgads rapldly throughout a school when something is being done very well
or very poorly. TFor this rcason, it is a good idea to have the first
attempts at any such new project as this well organized from the beglnning.
and 1if a "well thought of old hdnd" on the faculty is doing the project,

1t glves credence to lts success.

A next step might be to have counselors sending senior students on
trips to colleges to find out more about where they would like to be
continuing their education. These trips take sound co-ordination between
the school and the colleges, but it is well worth the effort., Then one
subject area, such as social studies, might well incorporate a series of
visits to community organizations as an integral part of its curriculum.
The students would plan to spend one day each week out in the community
for 4 semester. Again, planning is essential, It takes time to be sure
the visits have meaning in relation to the rest of the course; the agencies
must be contacted and encouraged to have people and programs ready to be

geen, and there is always transportatlon to be planned To lend even moxeij
~Lemphasis to the School’s concern for the students belng on. outSLde pro;octs;

jjfit could be planned that Lhc cntlre school have a day or Sbries of days away

i::romvschool (0bv1ous]y, this bbcomQS moxe difiicult thq 1arberrthe schoylg'




The phases that have been mentioned to this point might take place
over a couple of years., At that time, the school might be reacdy foxr a
month long project for souiors during the last month of the vear. \lhey
could be encouraged to plan a project, submit it through a Taculty |
committec, get it cleared by their parents, contacl: the people that‘tﬁey
would work with, and plan the manner ia which they would repoxt back to

the school on how the project had gone and what they had achicved,

Ultimately, one might expect such wovement in a school to culminate
after a feow years in an entire semester being spent outside ‘the school
with profeésional staff memberé devoting tiwme to preparation for this
semester, direct involvement in it, and follow up to the project, Such
a semester long project has been described and developed by Jan Rakoff
at Harvard. He says the goals of such a program are "to provide an
cffective and efficlent approach to careerx oxploration and to provide a
means for students to acquire insight into significant social settinge

and dynamics which lie outside their range of experience."

It is clear thét a school would normally find it quite difficult to
just jump into a wonth long or semester long project. The shock to the
school would be great, and the teaéhers and students would not likely be
ready to take advantage of the educational opportunity which they have

- before them. It might also be worthwhile to note at this point that the
:~adminisrrator has an obllgdtion to flnd a reaqonably happy middle poinL o

"jbetween putting all Linds of rod tape in Lhe way of Lhese projecLs and Lhe:;

;Lher eereme where ha may noL have any idca wherher thcrc are any benefits;?

'sse: tn 4chieving
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The process of doeveloping appropriate places for gtudents to go
outside the school can be donu in a nusber of wnys., As a starting polat,
it ds Liportant that the teachers who are ectually doing the pluaning lnve
sowe notlon of wherve thoy would like to have theix students golng., DPavents
are a sound source ol locations that students may attend. Their work way

well provide a nuwber of fiine possibilities,

Service clubs often have people [rom a variety of backgrounds who are
more than willing Lo have young people know what they are doing. Such
organizations are often made up of people interested in cilvic projects
who will be able to suggest some interesting possibilities. City offices,
hospitals, service agencles, and professional organizations all can suggést
sone interesting possibilities, and 1t is good to remember that it is best
to let some of these groups suggest to you the possibilities that exist
within thelr work are#. They most likely have some ideas that you have
not thought of. 'In a sense, you are striving for a smorgasbord of
possibilitles from which teachérs and students may pick. The list will
grow as the years pass, and you will discard unsatisfactory locations

which will contribute to an ever increasing quality of possibilities.

Finally, I might suggest some beneficlal by-products for such a
program outside the school. The school's image with the community is

furthered by the young, people who go out to he a part of their communlty.

gi,gA second Eactor is Lhe chance that sLudents, teacherQ, and peoplc in Lho

5ffcommunity have to reldto to and see: each other 1n a different light.

JVQPaxuan are ofLen lnvolved Ln thaso progecto:evcn if iL is only LO PLOVidO

anbportation, buL Lhcy a]wayu“arc amazed at the Lhing~ LhaL Lhcy aro




parvents and into the comumnity organizatilons that accept thom,

Henvy Adams saild in 1907 in his book The Education of Henry Adams

that, "Nothing in cducation is so astouishing as the amoynf of ignorauce
it accﬁmulntes in the form of inert facts." We might hope that through
such programs as we are aescribing today wé may be able to reduce the
number of inert facts that students are expected to learn, I think we

as educators would be relieved at such a prospect, and it 1s clear that

Henry Adams would be much more comfortable with our approach to education..




