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. This. paper presents a brief reV1ev of several key
dlfferences of opinion concernlng purposes and conceptuallzatlcns of
career education.-A major‘difference of opinion exists concerning the
emphasis of career. PdﬂC&thH--GCODQMlC man or total man. Differing
‘Points of view are also expressed in answey to the gquestion, "Is
career edication all of education or is it omly part of education?"
-Some people regard career education as: a new title for
vocat10na1—techn1cal education; others stress the importance. of
career education for all people at all educational levels from early
childhood through adulthood.,K If these basic differences .in the value
systems of the various conceptuallzers are not resolved, career
.education's potential for vitalizing and reio«uslng education could‘
be lost. A both/and attitude rather than an either/or attitude is
suggested. What is needed is a waxhof describing human' growth and
development in which "all dimensiohs of life are focused upon... ds -
interrelated parts of the whole person." (Author/aAG) '
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Since the‘term career education Was first introduced several years ago '
by Sldney Marland numerous- efforts to conceptuallze and implement the cpn-'
B S . .

cept have occurred at Federal, State and local levels. Federal efforts
have iuleded flnancial asslstance to States and local school diStricts as.

Well as technical“assistanCe‘through conferences, workshops and_research

Sh e
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and demonstrationgprojects; Many States'have developed career education

posltion statements and/or guldes, held conferences and workshops and have )
. . \ : ' :

supported local school d1str1ct career education nrojects f1nancially.

Local school districts across the country-have formulated-and begun the;im?'

P g ) v . * R ‘.
The efforts of Federal' State and local educators to‘conceptualizeT

mixed reactions. Some individuals and groups endorse the concept whole—i

heartedly. Others have taken a- wait and seé attitude while Stlll others“

are openly suspicious and ho tile. These dlfferences of. opinion among in-

v © p—

'~dividuals and groups are substantial; They result in part from the dif-
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ferent perspectives that ‘these. 1nd1viduals and groups have -about the nasure' ‘

of man and'his social institutions. Theseydifferences_f;fm.the basis-féf-a

]
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paper presents a brief review of several key differences of opinion concerningh

- ‘a

purposes and conceptualizatlons of career education. “m o ‘ : o
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A Work Ethic or a Life Ethic'7

_of view express the’ need to rEStore the credibilitv of the work ethic,mto

i\ major difference of opinion exists among educators concerning theh

emphasis of career educationn—economic man_or total man. Although there is

1.

‘no official Federal definition of career education, an analysis ‘of Federal

. . ..
publications, research and demonstration project guidellnes and Statements

reveals that career education as it is- interpreted by some. at this level

Y a

uhas as its major.focus.economic man. Individuals who support this point

- N

define work as personally meaningful Socially productive and benefic1al

'...the career, education movement seeks . to definetwork as’ Z‘ T
,productive effort aimed at produc1ng goods ‘or services that
, will be, beneficial. to mankind. ‘The connotations or pro-
ductive and benef1c1al are equally important 1n°this def— )
-_inltion. - . o O
It is a concept that pictures work as a prime means of :
hélping:all individuals meet their personal human needs
“for achievement, for accomplishment. Onemyst feel that he

is doing somcthing that is recognized by others as being

P ‘meaningful to the. wor“er.'
L * It is a concept that recognize§ that one ‘pérson pay
. like his work while another may dislike:the work . he does'

yet neither w0rker is d1m1n1shed in the process.
It is a concept ,that can be expresséﬂ in terms of the”{
;economic ‘and. societal necesslty for work, but can be equally
© well expressed in terms.of the. psychbloglcal neces51ty for w\‘
" work &s a means of enhancing one's self-toncept.
As envi51oned by career education, work is a wonderful \
. word ‘that carries,a .host of positive connotations. Unfor-"
, tunately, the word is not interpreted in such a way by -many.
© "« persons at the present time. A major- portion ‘of, the initial
' career education effort must ‘be directed tovard’changlng the
»,concept of work from one. that carries negative connotations . -
‘to one lth&t viewed in a. positive manner by the vast P
: majority of people (Hoyt, 1973, R 4) v oL,

L
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Other educators point out that career cducation must focds On total

-

man;' that we must,go beyond worL and focus on all’ of the roles, scttinps

'“and events of a person s“fotal life. From this perspective, the term

. career means moré than occupation. S _ . . -

«.."career" is defined as the course by which one devélops -
'and lives 4 'responsible and sat1sfy1ng life.. By defining
"career" in terms of man's life span, Ye must “include one's L
* . roles as learner, producer, citlzen, family membér, con- - '
.sumer, and sonial—political being. . Throughout a life span, . _
these roles are in a constant: state of changing relative - - .
importance. At one point,, an individual may perceive the -
"role of citxzhn as his highest prlority At another time)
ﬂthe role of producer may be most ‘important. Although the
assignment of permanent preemlnence to any.one of .these
L “roles must be avoided, temporary emphas1s on. one or another
" : may Le justlfied (Gordon, 1973, P 59) , . :

This same theme was._ repeated by Larry Al%ﬁn, a 1972'h1gh school grad—,

. uate of Searcy, Arkansas.» When asked to dlSCUSS the_concept of career '

i
3

education, he stressed the nesed to focus on learning to live as well as.

learning-to.make a living.

'...I ‘hope that when the. time comes to follow a Caree:»Edu— B
cation plan in public schools we don“t.limit the concept '

‘ implied by the term "Career Education™. In the future,'the
,u work careers of Americans will constitute only a portiod’of
‘our- daily lives....  To.lead full, /useful 1lives;, on the job

= gud off,- we must be. prepared to- develop ourselves. into well—
rounded ind1vidgals. (Allen, 1973J/p 162)

* .

R Those who advocate the point of Niew that career education must focus

\
\ . S .
on total man, nbt economic man alone do not deny the importance of the role

-y

>of work in‘th

ife of m:ﬂ. On the contrary, they recognize that work is a, h_

NN . *j ’

'entral activity for most people., But they also understand that work roles.

)
\ 8

5\

'j'and settings cannot be separated from ‘the other roles and settings of a.

B M

person s total life.‘ And that if work roles and settings are seen from
. \ Co S
_this larger contéxt, the development of economic man can be facllitated

3
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speech.

L
has meaning,

in the following definition of career education.-‘

educational process which relates to preparation for work

little knowledge and understanding of the work world and the possibilities o

it ‘may have for them.l

Part-of

‘_ cesses.

E3

they decide to leave’ the formal educational process.
formulated in. this way eneompasses vooational technical education, but also-

includes other educational curricula which can' and should be related to thc

_‘Differences of opinion exist.

There is a need for education that will proV1de in—

‘Education or All of “Fducation?

They point out that much of edu

- unrelated to the world, especially the work“world

'We are going to have.to think about not just a "work™
ethic” but what life is all about.

a “life ethic" that gives work more meaning.
an environment product1v1ty will have a much different
definitlon today. .

.

¥ /

s

We should look for

In such

4

~_

Career education is preparation for all meaningful and S
productive act1v1Ly,_at work or at leisure, whether, paid .

. Or volunteer, as employee or employer, in .
iness or in the public sector, or in the family.
Evans, Macksin, and Manguson, 1972, P 2) ‘

rivate bus-“‘
‘(Hoyt,

- .

K

.Formef Labor_Secrctary\Willard Wirtz made this point clear recently in a

Hejtalkedhabout the need;tofWork'toward~a-life‘ethic in which

career education'all of education_or is it onlv part of education?
On one side, career‘eduéation is‘seen as-

'being'part of the totag educationalbprocess. Thls perspect1ve is evident

_ From this perspective, caxeer education involves that portion of - the.

The proponents

Wcion is overly ebstract and often

<

Young people have

E

L

Career education

' d1v1dua1s witn expgr ,nces and trdi“Tﬁg‘tﬁ*&&tﬁétévv&%syaéééu&¢¢l—dhapPV°T.M“
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vork world. In this manner aspects of courses such as English, history,
' A . B R : s )
gscience and mathematics also are included in the career education concept.
The other position that is taken by a number.of educators is" that ‘ -
% \ .

~career education is education, thxt ﬂducation cannot be divided into seg- |

gq-mentsfsuch as career education,-health]education'and asthetic education.’/r
‘vesCareer Education 1s properly synonymdus in meaning e
-with education. Or to¢.put it differently, all education, -

- 4n addition to whatever .else it may be, shouldLbe career . -, . 4

education. (Hcdurrln 1973, p.v19) - T ok

The proponents of thLS positlon also reconmend the need to make sub— o
= stantial changes in present educatioval processes. In this:case, however;
e changes in all aspeCts of the educational process are'recommended; not .~

only in those aspects that/relate to the work World. <Those‘who favor'the -

LI .
~ . u'

broad v1ew of career education stress the neqd to relate all of education”

to.all of‘the_roles, sett1ngs and events‘of'a person's total life.
- e T S R . : ,
. AR e o :

For Some?% For All’ For Wha;’ . Lo . .2-7“

K

’
'

There is concern among some educators that career education is a new

ey, . L y

title for vocatlonal—technical'education; This'concern is~expressed in a

number of ways. bor example in the summer 1972 issue ‘of the National

G

' Urban League s Education Division Newsletter EElc, which was devoted en-.

tirely to career education, section subtitles such as. "Career Education.r'“’

.

A New Name for'an 01d Game ‘and "Career Education in the‘Midwest' Confu&ed _

with Vocational Edueation" were used. In a similarlway_but from a somewhat
47

'4n.

dufﬁerent p~r ctiveyw!eshw nduﬁ°“° 1973, p. 377) express concernvaboutv

At - [y

what they feel is an over empnasis in career education on the development .

of marketable skills at the expense of skills for living a life.“
To counteract the current preoccubation with market—L L
able gkills typlcal of many career programs, elu-
o . .cators will have ‘to consider the valde of skills:
-[ERJf:ﬁ . .3U,which may be. probing, questionning, non—instrumental
e R o and confrontative.f-_' . DS S Doyl

e i e e o R R »/xmmmrk*rr‘rr‘!r/rm" g e e AR A




Other educators’ stress'the importance of career'education for *all
A ’
people at all educational levels from early cﬁildhood through the adult

! . . ~

yeérs.- They feel however, that some. present conceptions must be extended

ST . to accomplish this. - B ,
...focusing on K—f& or even: K-14 will inadvertently
.reinforce . the" 1mage that Career Education is, after o
- all, the old winé of vocational education in a
_bottle...it is imperative to take every precaution -:
- to avold the equation that Career Education equals"
_vVocational educatign. A “demgnstration that Career . :
: ~ Education is for college students would help avoid - o S
L this. (Qpradley, 1973, p. 13) . B . *'. o

Dlrectly related to the issue of for whom is career education intended //

L1
»

e 48 the issue of the purpose of career education. 'The lives seem to be
2 A ‘

/"

drawn most sharply between those who advocate a work world orientation with

an emphasls on the development of marketable skills and those who feel
. ‘ 'i
_career educatibn should stress the development of "living a life" skills as
. i, I 4
‘ Well as "earning a living skills. This dlfference in viewpoint can'be

_seen in'the quotations takeﬁ}from the writings of Hoyt and Nash and Ague. (?_

This d1fference of opinion relates directly to the scope of career educa— '

tion and whether or not career education is part of education ‘or all of . e

_educatlon.'

LI : .
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A Final Note

- : . .
[ - . . .o
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' These different perspectives concerning the purposes and conceptualiza— ’

tions of career education are deeply engrained in the value systems of the - S

- . . . .
e PTRS . AALI. 4 O s a -

various conceptualizers. ) heApotent1aI“fﬁat”the“concepvwneL-0L.v_talizino
Lt

and refocusing education could be lost if these basic differences aée not

,resolved. For these differences to be resolved it wi11 be necessary tD
‘adopt a‘both/and,attitude rather thanian-either/or,attitude.‘ The various

* e B
3- oA




¢ ' A per,pectives concerning career cducation needfto be brought together in a
: mcaningful way.\_This ‘perhaps, is what Marland (1973, p- ix) meant when he ;

e
.~ 6ald: c?reer education will be defined by practitioners... o

) _ It is: important to vote here that we had decllned, and _
T Co ' "“vto ‘this date chntinue to décline, to lay out a concrete B
’ . ~” Pederal definition of Career Education. We have chosen . '
to shun a Federal "approved solution," helieving that A
if the notion has me11t, it will be defined within = i
general parameters jointly’ deVOloped by the/teachers, _ -
counselors, board of educatlon members, college facul- :
ties, superintendents, and deans and. the const1tuenc1es’mmm"”"
coe L of parents ,and students whom ue serve. .- :

';To bring,the various.perspeetives about'career‘educetion together;ton
fhegin to"resolve_some offthe critical issuesiconeerning the purposeswan% L
{conceﬁtualizations of‘career:education;‘there isua.;eed~to view.human'. )

.growth and development in’all of its varied aspects.i To respond'toothe in-

. e A - :

)

. R div1dual and social needs of today and tomorrow careFr‘educetioh cannot be

2 . -

vsegmented and 'divided; neither can human growth and development. A number
SR . : : U : S

of career«education conceptualizers state‘that caréer educatiqn'is based-

- bt

»

S ::'upon career deVelopment conceptsﬂand principles: _Although“career develope'
o -
= ,ment is defined in several ways——sometlmes as’ a component of cafeer education
\ : .
]

>

L and sometlmes as that part of human development dealing with the work

L

. y o

world——it is seen as having prrmarily an' occupatiodal focus. If e is.de4‘

°

fined in this manner, such a view 1is too narrow. What is needed is a way
~ . s
T of describiﬂg human growth and development in which "all dimen31ons of life

ES

- are focused upon, ‘not _as separate ent1t1es, but as. interrelated parts - of '\3.-?
the whole. person w‘(Gysbers, Drier and Moore, 1973) o
e A ‘“"‘“~~n-‘-‘_--.-'—“-——-_._.~.._..._.;__~,_,,__‘:_‘.. . L - .—» .
~ : . ; -
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