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ABSTRACT
In a survey of the nation's nearly 1100 junior

colleges, and with a response of nearly 90 percent, the following
statistical evidence was derived concerning journalism programs: of
the 936 junior colleges responding to the survey, 553 (59%) reported
offering some journalism instruction; 207 of these 553 schools (37%)
employ a journalism teacher with the equivalent of a college major in
journalism; and of the personnel repotted as teaching journalism, at
least 112 have no academic training in journalism. These findings
indicate that an acceptable standard of journalism education is not
being met. The ideal junior college journalism program must be based
on the following assumptions: (1) that the junior college journalism
teacher is professionally competent arm will teach courses that are
academically respectable; (2) that junior college administrations
will support journalism instruction on a par with other academic
Jiseiplines, and not as a "production unit" or "extracurricular"
activity; and (3) that budget facilities will be adequate, and
-.eacher loads will be reasonable. (LL)



U 5 DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH.
EDUCATION & WELFARE
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF

EDUCATION
H,, DO, NI 1-1,1', PI( I PPOI

.k A' nA( v AS ;4( f.

VI 041,,N
P0 N' 01 A I A ON CPNiONN

ATtD DO NOT NILE ;:f Pl+f
SF %, (j I NA1:ONA;
I [Ti;( AT :ON ON PO; V

ALMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT OF JOURNALISM

IN THE JUNIOR COLLEGE

F'Lanfz Deavet

PERMISSION 10 REPRODUCE THIS COPY-
RIGHTED MATERIAL HAS BEEN GRANTEPJY
Frank Deaver

TO ERIC AND ORGANIZATIONS OPERATING
UNDER AGREEMENTS WITH THE NATIONAL IN-
STITUTE OF EDUCATION FURTHER REPRO.
DUCTION OUTSIDE THE EPIC SYSTEM HE-
GUIRES PERMISSION OF THE COPYRIGHT
OWNER

In August, 19:18, Paul S.iensson, then executive director of the Newspaper Fund,
told senior college and university journalism educators that by 1975, "the majority
of your incoming students are going to arrive from junior colleges." The prediction
is on the way to becoming true. For some of those students the transition is a
comfortable one. For others it is tragic.

A recent study of junior college journalism instruction makes two conclusions
equally inescapable. First, a majority of junior colleges now offering courses in
journalism are doing so under conditions that make such credits of questiolable
academic value. And second, a large minority of junior colleges reap the resulting
harvest of doubt, with respect to their academically sound journalism programs.

The dicnotom is unfortunate in both instances. In the former, students
trustingly accept credits that may not transfer--or worse, that may lead them into
advancee courses for which they lack prerequisite understanding. In the second,
students experience difficulty getting transfer credit for journalism instruc-
tion that has been of the highest quality.

An awareness of the problem has been growing for several years. Studies based
on samples of up to 350 junior colleges have resulted in almost unanimous observa-
tions. A University of Iowa journalism professor, Lester Benz, wrote in 1967 that
in many junior colleges, journalism courses exist only to staff school publications.
A study completed in 1969 by the American Society of Journalism School Administra-
tors (ASJSA) found production of junior college student publications to be "the
primary purpose of their instruction." The consistent observation of these and
otner studies is that on too many two-year campuses, journalism exists for the
wrong purposes.

If the previous observations were doubted in some quarters due to the sampling
upon which they were based, a current and virtually complete study of junior college
journalism bears therl cut. This author recently surveyed the nation's nearly 1130
junior colleges, and with a response of nearly 99%, statistical evidence of strengths
and weaknesses is cleFT.

**Of the 936 junior colleges responding to the survey, 553 (A%)
reported offering some journalism instruction.

**Of those 553 schools, 207 (37 %) employ a journalism teacher
with the equivalent of a college major in journalism [30 semester
hours or equivalent in quarter hours].

**Of the personnel reported as teaching journalism, at least
112 have no academic training in journalism at all. (Only those
f:io specifically answered "no hours" are included in this figure;
those who left the question on academic preparation unanswered are
not included.)

In analysis, then, it is apparent that in at least 112 junior colleges (20% of
those teaching journalism), the teacher is totally unprepared academically to offer

valid instruction in journalism. In 346 junior colleges, the journalism teacher



r
cou\d be described as less than adequately prepared, on the basis of typical stand-
ards for instruction'io other academi,c,discinlines.

A junior college publications advisor wondered how maw of the junior colleges
now teaching journalism ould continue to do so if the subject were purely an
academic offering, not related to publications production. She answered her own
question with the estimate of "probably not more than a tenth." The findings of
the current study apparently substantiate the validity of the estimate.

When journalism department heads in senior institutions discuss junior college
journalism transfers, they inevitably complain that junior college journalism
teachers are ill-prepared, overloaded, or both. Most journalism teachers in the
two-year schools have their highest degree from a field other than journalism. jany

of the7, also teach in other academic departments, and they commonly are assigned non-
teachinq duties that demand a great deal of their time but for which there is no
corresponding reduction in their teaching loads.

too often, these problems are rooted in an administrative view of journal-
iSm as being primarily related to school publications rather than to academic
instruction.

Too often a faculty member is assigned the task of publications sponsorship
for reasons other than his personal preparation or interest.

Too often that faculty member is over-burdened with apparently related duties
in publicity, photography, catalog preparation, and club sponsorship.

Too often journalism credits are recorded by junior colleges for students as a
reward for staff work on publications.

hnd too often, students find after transfer that they are ill-prepared to
continue in advanced courses for which they have transcript entries of prerequisites.

Two points should be made very clear. First, it is not suggested from the
research nor is it proposed by this writer that student newspapers have no place in

journalistic instruction. Quite the contrary is true. The "laboratory" of pub-

lications production is just as useful to.quality journalism instruction as the
science laboratory is to instruction in its field. Publications production is a
valid learning experience--but without adequate prior instruction, its benefits are
oinimal aad 'nay be detrimental.

Second, it is not suggested that junior colleges cease or refrain from teaching

journalism. /gain, the contrary is true. The junior college journalism curriculum
can and often does equal tie quality of that of many senior institutions at the

first two year level. Typically smaller classes and a shorter student tenure on

camaus enable the junior college journalism student to receive more teacher atten-
tion and to more quickly become a functioning member of a publications staff. It

should also be noted that students in their freshman and sophomore years are
anxious to identify with a major field of study. If they are denied access to
journalism until their junior year, it is likely that a percentage of them will in
the meantime have been lost to another discipline.

Tae ideal junior college journalism program must be based on two assumptions:

(1) That the junior college journalism teacher is professionally
competent and will teach courses that are academically respectable, and

(2) That toe junior college administration will support journalism
instruction on a par with other academic disciplines, and not treat it
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as a "pruluctioa unit" or "extracurricular" activity.

These assurIptions should carry with them the expectation of adequate budget and
facilities., add reasonable teacr loads.

Of utmost importance is consideration for the student. Journalism classes
should provide iastructioa For his benefit; not production for the school's benefit.
The journalism student who transfers to complete a major should find that his
junior college instruction was approximately the same as that which he would have
receive! ia the first two years at the senior institution. Anything less is an
impositioa upon his tire, effort, and academic goori standing.

Junior Colleges quarid 1073

Replies received 91, (37%)

Schools teaching journalism 553 (59%)

Teachers Ath major (or equiv.) 207 (37%)

Teachers with less than Major 34G (63%)

Teachers with no journ. hours 112 (2:1.%)


