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ABSTRACT

This article is based upon the author's survey of
journalism instruction in junior colleges. A questionnaire was sent
to 1073 junior colleges, and 936 (87.2 percent) responded to the
survey. Of that number, 553 (59 percent) indicated that they have one
or more academic courses in journalism. The courses most taught in
junior colleges were: (1) survey of mass communication, taught by 312
schools, the majority of which indicated that the publication of the
school newspaper was an adjunct to the course; (2) reporting,
news-writing, or journalistic writing, taught in 281 schools; (3)
editing or editing ¢nd layout, taught in 137 schools; (4) reporting
Ii, taught in 101 schools; (5) photojournalism, tanght in 65 schools;
and (6) advertising, taught in 30 schools. The author concluded fronm
this survey that most junior colleges have at least described a
commendable journalism curriculum, and it seemed apparent that the
potential for junior =ollege instruction in the first two years of a
journalism degree program is promising. (WR)
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Tne burden for initial college journalism instruction is increasingly falling
upon tihe two-year colleges. At the forefront of growth in higher education is a
faster-tnan-average rate of increase in two particular areas: (1) students
eiirolled in journalisu; and (2) students enrolled in junior colleges.

The inevitable result of tnese parallel circumstances is a rapidly emergiig
necessity for defining an area of journalism instruction appropriate to the two-

year schools.

State and regional evaluation of junior college journalism instruction has
bean attcmpted in several instances in the past few years, but attempts at national
study have been typically limited to low-percentage response. This article is
based upon the author's recent national survey which was near total in coverage.
Careful evaluation of that survey's findings reveals patterns of journalism
curricula as they exist in the nation's junior colleges.

Of the 1073 junior colleges in the nation, 936 (87.2%) responded to the
survey. Of that number, 553 (59%) indicated that they teach journalism as one or
more academic cuurses. Of those 553 schools, responses from 401 were sufficiently
complete from which to tabulate the information that is the basis for this article.

Course offerings in journalism are defined and described in a seemingly endless
variety of ways. Botn coursa tities and descriptions are sufficiently broad that
notiing journalistic is nccessarily excluded. Definite knowledge of class contaent
cannot be ascertained froa the current study any more accurately than it can be
from ost catalog descriptions.

Tne courses mcst commenly taugnt in junior colleges were tabulated by name,
and questionnaire responses were fitted to those named courses as accurately as
possible. From elaborations offered by somz respondents, however, it is clear
that course titles arz vy no means definitive or exclusive. In spite of these
shortcomings, it is apnarent that in the 401 scihools providing complete responses
the following described courses were most comonly taught:

1. Survey of (or Introduction to) .lass Communication (or Journalism, or fass
ledia). Taught by 312 schools. Some treat this course as a nonwriting introductory
course, wiile others describe it as including some newswriting. The vast majority
indicate that puvlication of the sciiool newspaper is an adjunct of tiis course.

2. Reporting I (or idews-Uriting, or Journalistic Writing). Taugut in 281
schools. For tne purpose of this tabulation, tiis course is distinquished from
the previous in that it is specified to be primarily reporting and writing, rathoer
than familiarizaticn with the media. Again, the vast majority indicate that
students in this course will he expected to participate in publication of the

scnool newspaper.

3. Editing (or Editing I, or Editing and Layout). Taught in 137 scaools.
Often described as also including additional reporting.



_ 4. Reporting II (or other descrintion indicating a second course in neus-
writing). Taught in 101 scaools.

5. Photojournalism (or Paotograniy, or ilews Photograpny). Taught in 69
sciools.

5. Advertising (or Survay of Advertising, or Introduction to Advertisinag).
Tauqht in 30 scnools .

A0ST COLIOILY TAUSHT G .URIALIS.i COURSES
[i! 401 JUWICR COLLEGES

Course Jescription 0. %

Introduction or Survey 312 78%

lews-uyriting or Reporting I 231 70%

Editing 137 349
reporting II 101 25%
Paotojournalism 69 17%
Advartising 3) 7%

In addition, a nuiwer of schools indicated that they ofter one ur two credits
per semester (usually rcpeatable) for publications production or practicum.
Coursas so identified ware usually defined as non-transferaole credit, and they
were not included in tne above tauulatlon of tic most frequently offered courses
of instruction.

Althougir the above six courses were the most frequently mentionad, it was
most conmon for a school to teach four courses or less. Of the 4201 schools in-
cluded in this analysis 297 (70%) report that they teach not more than four
courses. Anotier 36 scnools list 5 or 6 courses, for a combined total of 383 (95%)
that teacn not ncre than six courses.

Ta the immediately previous listinas of numbers of courses, a nroduction
cours2 or practicum is often included, altiough it is not listed ecarlier as one of
the courses most frequently offered. \

This means that only 18 junior colleges (less than 5%) 1ist catalog entries of\\
more than O journalism courses. Listings become as cxiensive as 21 courses offered
by a single junior college.

1t might be suspected tnat those schools offering the larger number of courses
are schools with "terminal” curricula in journalism. This is not necessarily the
case, novever, althougit many do indicato that something less than their maxinum
offering is tiransferable. Those two sciools offering 20 and 21 courses in jo.r-
nalism respectively indicatc that a stud2it may transfer to regional universities
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. et . . .<.- Cases, it was indicated that the large
offering of Journallsm vas a con5010us effort in that state to provide specialized
education in journalism in a single tuo-vear schodi.

Lo nost ceocn, noiovch wmere 2 or ore courses of journalism were offered i
a scitool, it was indicated tiat somethina less than the full course offer1nq m\ght
be transferred to regional universities torard a dearec nrog:ina in jour 2

Four states clauarly cmerged as leaders in junior collage journalism instruc-
tios. In each of thu.2 cases, complete responses viere received from : 2J or more
Junior colleges offering Journa11sn, and there is anough apparent uniformity in
characteristics of curricula to suggest the probability of some unified planning
rithin the state,

Of tac 31 California juiior collenes responding with complete data, the
average numoer of courses offeraed in each school was 4.4 and Lic averaae numbder of
_courses deemed transferabia was 4.90.

Of tae 30 Teras junior colleges responding with complete data, the average
number of courses offered in each school was 3.7 and the average numuer of courses
icemed transferablc vas 3.6,

Of tae 29 I1lincis junior colleges responding with complete data, the average
numver of courses offared in each school was 3.0 and the average number of courses
deesed transferavle was 2.7.

Of the 22 Florida junior colleges responding with complete data, the average
nunber of coursas offered in rach scaool was 2.9 and the average number of courses
deaned transferavle was.2.7.

JOUKHALLS. 1 COURSES OFFEREJD AllD TRANSFERABILITY
[} JJ:{10R COLLEGES I FOUR SELECTEL STATES

Averaga Avg. for
Stave (and JC's responding) Courses Transfer

California 81 ~.4 4.0
Texas 35 3.7 3.5
I11inois 29 3.5 2.7
Florida 22 2.9 2.7

Ia several states, as well as at the national level, some attempts have oeen
~ade on several occasions to define an ideal currictium in journalism appropriate
to the first two yecars of colleqiace study. iost receatly, the Junior College
Journalism Associatioin, in conjunction witii the Association for Education in
Journalism, establisaed guidelines intended to "strengthua communxtj college
journalism prograns and prov::e a ;nal waich may be conveyed to junior college

~

3



administrators and :mnich may be used by journalism teachers in their planning."
Tae guidelines proposad that up to 12 units (. courszs) iy 2 ™t tavost by +7a
jynior colleges and tliat those & courscs snould be chosen from a list of (O courses
“aicn, it turns out, ave the san: 6 tuat were found by this author's research to
be the most commonly offered.

In an earlier session, tie Junior College Journalism Association adspted a
rosolution tiat asserted a similar concept of junior college journalism instruction.
Iin tais iastance, hovever, it was added that junior college journalisn courses
siould 22 "cooruinated in subject matter with those offered in tha first two y=2ars
of 4-year colleges or universities in the geographic area."

Ia another instance, the second annual Juaior College Journalism Scminar
soonsored Uy the fewsnaper Fund, Inc., at The Univarsity of Texas, in June, 1908,
addressod itself collectively to the subject of journalism curricula for the junior
colicnes. CSeminar members, journalism tcachers from 23 junior collenges in 13 states,
agreed tonat J semester aours in journalisi are gencrally acceptable fur tramsfer
to sepior institutions.

It was generally agreed that subjact matter appropriate for these 9 semester
aours usually is limited to (3) Introduction to rlass Communication, (2) Reporting
and \leus-writing, and (3) Editing. Seninarians procecded to outline three
semesters of study in taese supject areas, but they racognized that implementation
of such a curriculum must be locally anc recionally subject to area needs an.
transfer considarations.

anpropriateness of susject matter, as described in a college catalog, is not
sufficient, of cours:, to juarantee tha validity of journalism instruction in all
junior colleges. Otnor factors that must be considercd include the qualifications
and 'rork load of the journalism teacier, and the adequacy cf budget and facilities
for journalism instruction. llithout minimizing the ii:portance of these corsid-
erations, it would be impractical to treat them fully here, and no atteipt is imade
to do so at this time.

From this author's research, it can be statistically observed that major trends
in junior college journalism instruction are consistent with ideals and norns set
by 2ducational bodies. -iany junior colleges are undoubtedly fallina short of
quality journalism instruction for one rcason or another. It is olvicus, however,
tiiat most junior colleges have at least described a commendable jouinalism
curriculun. To the extent that they ara living up to their descriptions, and
supporiing tned with adequate personnel and bucgets, it is apparent that potential
for junior collaze instruction of the first two years of a journalism Jdegree
wograin is inuead brigat.




