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ABSTRACT

The purpose of the present study was to determine:
(1) How much the development of a student?’s attitude toward life was
affected by different aspects of his achievement and family
background; and (2) How the part played by these factors compared
with that played by different aspects of the school he attended. We
constructed an index that reflected the student's attitude toward
life. A High score on this index demoted in the importance of hard
work rather than luck as an ingredient in success, and in the
availability of education as a means to a better life. It also
measured the student''s belief that people like himself had a chance
to get ahead without sacrificing their personal identity or
integrity. The principal finding was that the highest scores on this
index were obtained by students who were white. Next highest were
Oriental-American students, followed by Negroes, Indians, and
Mexican-Americans in a tie for third place. Puerto Ricans last. In
studying differences among individual students, we found that the
family background, achievement, and school factors played a greater
role in the attitude toward life of minority group students than in
that of white students. The student body's attitude toward life was
more important than any school characteristic. (Author)
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Foreword

The present volume is the fourth major analysis of the volumi-
rous information gathered in the survey of edueational oppor-
tunity that the U.S. Office of Education earried out in the fall of
1965, The first major analysis was, of course, the famous Cole-
man Report,! made under the direction of Prof. James 8.
Coleman of Johns Hopkins University. The other three, how-
ever, might well be called the Mayeske Reports, since they
were ull produced by teams headed by Dr. George W. Mayeske
of the U.S. Office of Edueation. These three reports have viewed
the survey information far more deeply and expertly than was
possible in the limited time available to prepare the original
report. Together they represent a giant step forward in under-
standing some of the most fundamental aspeets of edueation in
our public schools.

The first three studies focused on academice achievement as
the criterion of analysis. The Coleman Report examined a host
of school, family, and student factors as they contributed to
student achicvement. The first Mayeske Report looked more
deeply into school factors as they related to student achieve-
ment, while the second explored family and individual factors in
the same connection. The present report, on the other hand,
uses student attitudes instead of achievement as the criterion,
and investigates the relation of various school, family, and stu-
dent factors to attitudes. We are indebted to Prof. Coleman for
insisting that the survey cover student attitudes not only as
input variables to the educational process but as criteria. In
my prelimiuary design of the survey, I had contemplated that
academic achicvement would be the omy criterion used for
evaluating various educational practices and policies. Prof.
Coleman made it clear that there are other very important out-
comes, both of education and of the other cultural forces acting
upon the child. One of these is the child’s own view of his abili-
tics, and the extent to which he believes he can use these abilities
to accomplish whatever he wishes to accomplish. Such attitudes
are very important to self-motivation in school and they are
obviously to some degree a product of the schooling process.
Just as obviously, however, they are also very dependent on
various home, community, and social processes. In any case, it
ean scarcely he denied that a positive self-image is helpful to
success in edueation or any other endeavor. It follows that those
children who, for one reason or another, have not developed a
sufficiently positive self-image in their homes and neighborhoods
must depend on schools to help them develop one.

The findings of this study of attitudes are thoroughly sum-
marized in the last section of cach chapter and in chapter 7
(p. 73), so that there is no need for me to touch on them here.
I should say, however, that I am convineed they ave of tremen-
dous importance for educational policy and for school practice;
that they also have much to say to parents; and that I hope
they will be widely disseminated and discussed so that their
great potential for improving publie education will have a fair
chance to be realized.

I will take the opportunity offered by this foreword to coni-
ment on some criticisms that have been made of a method of
analysis extensively used in all these reports. I refer to their
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dependence on partitioning variance, or multiple R?, rather than
on regression cocfficients. I am probably more responsible than
anyone clse for the use of this method here; certainly, I strongly
urged Prof. Coleman when we were doing the original analysis
that we rely mainly on it. The fundamental criticism has been
well presented by Glenn Cain and Harold Watts.* But perhaps
we e¢an get to the heart of the matter most quickly by consider-
ing an unsettling example that I received in a private communi-
cation from Prof. Arthur Goldberger, a distinguished econo-
metrician at the University of Wisconsin. Consider an industry
in which the more educated employces move about regularly
from firm to firm but less educated ones tend to stay with one
firm. Let x, be an employee’s years of education; let z2 be his
years of service with his present employer; and let ¥ be his an-
nual income. Let us further suppose that these variables, after
some unitizing transformation, are related by the equation

y=nt+r+tu

where u is a random disturbance with zero mean and unit vari-
ance; y, ry, and re have zero means and unit variances; and it is
expected that

E(Ilzg) =—0.5
and that
E(xu) =E(xu)=0

that is, » is uncorrelated with x; and xs. Under these assump-
tions we find the following vartance-covariancc matrix

T T 1.0 —-.5 .5
2 S 1.0 .5
Yeemee e 2.0

The squared mulsiple correlation of y on x; and z» turns out to
be 0.5, while the squared correlation of y on ecither z; or e
turns out to be 0.125. Hence, the unique portion associated with
cither » is 0.375 and the common portion to be associated
jointly with »y and 2 is

0.5—0.375-0.375= —0.250

a large negative number to which it is really not possible to
give a reasonable interpretation.

Beeause such a bizarre thing can happen, a great many people
rightfully distrust the partition procedure and much prefer to
judge the importance of independent variables by their regres-
sion coeflicients. However we may note with respect to this ex-
ample that it is somewhat loaded by the use of 22 as the number
of years of experience with the firm rather than as total years of
experience. A sounder model would incorporate total years of
experience, in which case x12nd z2 would be positively correlated
and the partition of B? would make a lot more sense.

An extended reply to Cain and Watts was made by Coleman.?
He pointed out that there do not as yet exist any accepted under-
lying models for connecting variables in the field of education.

21970, “Problems in making policy inferences from the Coleman Report,”
American Sociological Revicw, 35, pp. 228-242.

3James 8. Coleman, 1970, “Reply to Cuin and Whatts,” American
Sociological Review, 35, pp. 242-249.
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In fact, the situation in educational research is altogether differ-
ent from that in ecconomic rescarch, where the crities of our
methodology are neariy all to be found. ¥When it comes to quan-
titative models, education, at least in comparison with cco-
nomics, is still in the Stone Age: true theoretical models are still
lacking, as are reproducible conceptual connections that might
give us a few clues on constructing even a simple model. The
main reason is of course that edueation is vastly more eompii-
cated than economics; also, educational researchers have not
been trying to develop theoretical models for nearly as long.

Let mie try to explain why we cannot even use simple linear
regression models in edueation with any assurance that a regres-
sion eocfficient might be reproducible. For instance, the amount
of arithmetic a child learns in school might reasonably be sup-
posed to depend on the quality of his arithmetic teacher together
with such factors as his prior knowledge, his general motivation,
lis aptitude for mathematics, the amount and quality of per-
sonal tutoring in arithmetic he gets from his parents, the extent
to which his and the teachier’s personalities are in accord or
discord, and his ability to compete with other students for the
teacher's attention. But let us put aside all these other things
that should probably enter the model and think about this one
variable: quality of teacher. How shall we measure it? Nobody
has thought of a simple way; a teacher is a very complex entity
and there scem to be a great many dimensions that must be
taken into account in specifying a good one. Some of tliem, we
can safely say, are good understanding of arithmetie, good
ability to diagnose a child's fundamental difficulty on the basis
of fragmentary information, ability to communicate clearly in
terms the child can understand, ability to perceive that a child
is not fully grasping a communieation, good judgment about
allocating time to individual students for individual assistance,
good judgment about sclecting and emphasizing things to be
learned, good knowledge of techniques for clarifying and ex-
emplifying arithmetical operations, and ability to make arith-
metic interesting and important to children. Nor is this an ex-
haustive list. Is it any wonder that economies is so simple rela-
tive to erducation? Economists have no great difficulty about
measuring value; it is just the market price or, in the case of a
person, the person's salary. This measure of a teacher is worth-
less because teachers are not paid according to the quality of
their teaching. But even if they were, salary would be of minor
utility as a measure because it is obviously ridiculous to con-
ceive, in a compreliensive theory of education, that such a com-
plex phenomenon as a teacher could be deseribed by a scalar
quantity.

Thus, in order to get a measure of teacher quality, one must
somchow encompass a great many dimensions. Few of these are
easy to measure; in fact, there is little hope of dircetly measuring
some of them, and one must resort to various proxy measures
that one hopes will be highly correlated with the measures he
would much prefer to have. He can, of course, test these proxies
over a period of years and eventually develop some confidence
that they are cffcetive surrogates. This stage has not yet been
reached, but we arc working on numerous measures and de-
veloping some sort of feel and intuition about some of them. For
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example, as a result of the Coleman Report we are pretty sure
that direct surrogates for teacher competencies, such as score on
a verbal ability test, are far better indicators thun the conven-
tional surrogates used by cduecational administrators: advanced
degrees, years of experience, graduate training, conscientious
adherence to regulations, community service, maintenance of
discipline, and so on.

Stumbling through this thearetical no nian’s land, one must
depend heavily on his intuition about the essential dimensions
of the variable he is trying to measure. He must eall on his in-
tuition again to dream up for cach dimension a set of proxies
that might or might not be correlated with an ideal measure for
the dimension. Henee his analysis must be based on a collection
of sets of measures of proxies. He would be crazy to suppose
those measures are his fundamental variables and to go about
calculating regression coefficients. There are too many of them,
anyway, so that all the regression coefficients would be very
small.

The point is that he has, for example, a large collection of
measures vagucely related to teacher quality. He knows teacher
quality is an important variable in arithmetic achicvement. How
shall he assess teacher importance on the basis of this pitifully
inadequate collection of sets of measures? It scems to me that
about all he can do at the moment is trust his intuition by as-
suming that his collection of measures is, as a group, a reason-
able surrogate for teacher quality, and then caleulate how much
the group reduces the variance of children's arithmetic achieve-
ment scores. He can do a little better than that, as Dr. Mayeske
has done, by using a factor analysis to determine weights for the
items in the colleetion, and then calculating how much the
weighted items reduce the variance of children’s seores. The
weights also have the value of sharpening one’s intuition with
regard to selecting effective proxies the next time around.

By this slow process we shall eventually develop some be-
lievable theory. As we proceed along that path we shall abandon
partitions of variance as scon as possible and move to caleula-
tion of regression coefficients and path cocflicients. Still later
we shall arrive at that glorious day when we can write down a
set. of simultancous structural cquations and belicve that the
structurc is correct. That day is a long way off but already we
can point to a tentative stab or two in its direction.* They at
least prove that we would love to have some sound theory and
arc terribly anxious to get there.

The studies of student attitudes in the present volume will
give our intuitious an enormous boost as we struggle with the
nature of student motivation and its place in theoretical models
and the roles of parents (in some side structural equation) in
developing student motivation.

Alexander M. Mood

University of California at Irvine

1 See, for instance: Henry Levin, 1970, “A New Model of School Ef-
feetiveness,” in fdo Tcachers Make @ Differenee? (Washington, D.C.: US.
Government Printing Office); and Stephan Michelson, “Association of
Teancher Resourceness With Children’s Characteristics,” in the same
volume.
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Preface

The stimulus for this report grew out of the second mono-
graph in this series, “A Study of the Achievement of Qur Na-
tion’s Students,” which showed that a student's belief about his
ability to influence his life through the avenue of edueation
played an important role in explaining his academie achieve-
ment, and that this was especially so for minerity group stu-
dents. Accordingly we decided to explore this variable “attitude
toward life” in much greater detail by performing many analyses
similar to the ones in the carlier monograph. This report also
resembles its earlier companions inasmuch as its purpose is to
summarize and display structural properties of the data, and to
show how these struetural properties permit various interpreta-
tions to be made. In the present ease, these interpretations per-
tain to the possible effects of family background, achievement,
ana school factors on a student’s outlook on life. However, the
findings of this study should be regarded more as hypotheses
than as firm conclusions. We proffer them for further research
through longitudinal and experimental studies. A thorough in-
tegration of these findings with the existing literature would be
exceedingly difficult and beyond the scope of this report. Such a
synthesis would be difficult for two reasons. First, our index of
a student’s outlook on life incorporates not only control of
destiny but self-concept. These two aspeets have seldom been
included together as a single variable for analytic purposcs.
Sccond, as noted by P. A. Zirkel (1971), the literature on self-
concept does not readily lend itself to a synthesis because of the
widely varying definitions used by different investigators.

This report is intended for use by educational researchers who
are engaged in studying family background and school influ-
ences. We included some highlights in chapter 1 that we felt
might be of particular interest to those who are not researchers;
the same findings arc presented in greater detail in chapter 7.
The remaining chapters are intended to provide technieal sup-
port for these eonclusions, while the technical supplement con-
tains the supporting data with an exposition of some of the
technicques used in the individual chapters.!

There are three other reports in preparation that utilize this
same data base (i.c., the Bqual Educational Opportunity Sur-
vey data). One of these contains a variety of special-purpose
studies of student achievement. Another focuses on the teachers,
while the third presents the results of a new model that allows
one to hypothesize and test for the “interactive effects” of differ-
ent sets of variables over time.

Like our earlier reports, this one répresents the culmination
of a team cffort in which cach of the authors contributed accord-
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ing to his specialized interests and background. Without the
extraordinary talents in statistical ealeulus of Albert E. Beaton,
Jr., we would not have been able to organize this massive volume
of data in a manner that would permit us to make complex
analyses in a simple and ¢conomical manner. The developmental
work on the eommonality model was performed by Cuarl E.
Wisler after an initial assist from Alexander M. Mood. It was
later generalized to the case of multivariate dependent variables
by Albert Beaton, who also developed the eriterion sealing tech-
nique. Tetsuo Okada conducted the data processing and analytic
work and provided many thoughtful comments on carlier ver-
sions of the manuseript. Kathryn Crossley prepared the exten-
sive and attractive tabular work. This work also profited {from
the carly efforts of Frederie D. Weinfeld, Kenneth A. Tabler,
Wallace M. Cohen, John M. Proshek, David S. Stoller, and
Harry Piccariello. The senior author is solely responsible for the
teehniques used, the content of the study, and its presentation.

The Iabors of this team could not have reached fruition with-
out the initial impetus given to the work by Alexander M. Mood
when he was Assistant Commissioner for Educational Statistics,
and the later support of the work by Joseph N. Froomkin and
John W. Evans when the staff was transferred under the au-
thority of the Assistant Commissioner for Program Planning
and Evaluation. To them this work is most heavily indebted.
It has also benefited greatly from the thoughtful review and
constructive comments of Alexander M. Mood and from the
abiding interest of Daniel P. Moynihan. The organization and
style of this report were improved through the editorial efforts
of John M. B. Edwards. Priscilla Dever Wolf helped fulfill many
of the administrative requirements associated with an under-
taking of this nature. Shirley Stevens has worked with sustained
effort for the past year typing tlie manuseript. At times she re-
ceived assistance from Rhonda Lewis. After the report had been
edited for publication it was entirely retyped by Elizabeth J.
Ritter.

The authors are also grateful for the abiding interest of their
colleagues and for their efforts to isolate us from many adminis-
trative tasks. Without the efforts of all these people this report
would not have been possible.

George W. Mayeske

1The technical supplement is available under separate cover upon
recuest from the senior nuthor at the U.S. Oflice of F.ducation, 400 Mary-
land Ave., SW., Washington, D.C. 20202,
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Abstract

The Coleman Report had shown that attitudes sueh as a
sense of control over one's environment were highly related to
a student’s achievement but not to many characteristics of the
school he attended. The correlates of achievement were further
examined in a study that used the same data base (Mayoeske
et al., 1972b, hereafter referred to as the Achievement Study).
This study found that the motivational aspeets of family life,
including parent-student interaction in support of educational
aspirations, played a greater role in the student's achievement
than either his family’s socioceonemie status or its structure
and stability (c.g., whether or not the father was present).

The purposc of the present study was to determine: (1) How
much the development of a student's attitude toward life was
affeeted by different aspeets of his achievement and family
background; and (2) How the part piayed by these factors
compared with that played by different aspeets of the school he
attended.

It has already been established by the Achievement Study
that students from minority groups were far less likely than
other children to feel that they had a chance to be suceessful in
life. In order to explore this and other such relationships more
closely, we constructed an index that reflected the student's
attitude toward life. A high seore on this index denoted belief in
the importance of hard work rather than luck as an ingredient
in success, and in the availability of education as a means to a
better life. It also measured the student’s belief that people like
himself had a chance to get ahead without sacrificing their per-
sonal identity or integrity. The prineipal finding was that the
highest scores on this index were obtained by students who were
white, Next highest were Oriental-American students, followed

by Negroes, Indians, and Mexican-Americans in a tie for third
place. Pucrto Rican students scored lowest of all. Girls of all
racial-cthnic groups had consistently higher scores than boys,
though not by much. However, there were considerable regional
variations within racial-ethnic groups.

In studying differences among individual students, we found
that family background, achievement, and school factors played
a greater role in the attitude toward life of minority group stu-
dents than in that of white students. Of the family background
factors, family structure and stability turned out to have the
least important explanatory role, and family process, especially
reading io a child at the preschool stage and discussing his
schoolwork with him after he had started school, the most im-
portant. The effect of the type of school attended could not be
distinguished from the effects of family background and achieve-
ment. Moreover, the student body’s attitude toward life was
far r. ore important than any other school characteristic.

We concluded that the minority group students’ less opti-
mistic outlook on life was an accurate reflection of socizal reality, §
and would not be changed until discrimination in employment,
housing, and schooling was climinated. We also concluded that
much could be done to climinate the random element in child |
rearing, sinee inost parents have little awareness of how they
arc affecting their children’s intellectual and emotional well-
being, and that the dependence of a student’s performance upon
his fellow students’ level of achievement could be lessened by
changing the schools’ reward and performance criteria. Finally,
it seemed to us that the phenomenon of discrimination by edu-
cators against students who spoke nonstandard English was one
that deserved more attention than it had so far received.




1. Introduction:

1.1. THE EQUALITY OF EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY
SURVEY

Title IV of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 required the Com-
missioner of Education to-—

. conduet a survey and make a report to the President
and the Congress, within two years of the enactment of
this title, concerning the lack of availability of equal oppor-
tunities for individuals by reason of race, color, religipn, or
national origin in public educational institutions at all
levels in the United States, its territories and possessions,
and the District of Columbia.

In response to this request the Equality of Educational Oppor-
tunity Survey was carried out by the National Center for Edu-
cational Statistics (NCES) of the U.S. Office of Eduecation.
The survey was directed by Alexander M. Mood. In addition
to its own staff, NCES used the services of outside consultants
and contractors. James S. Coleman of Johns Hopkins University
had major responsibility for the design, administration, and
analysis of the survey. Ernest Q. Campbell of Vanderbilt Uni-
versity shared this responsibility and, in the case of the college
subsamples, assumed the greater part of it. Frederic D. Weinfeld
served as project officer.

The survey addressed itself to four major questions:

1. To what extent are racial and cthric groups segregated
from one another in the public schools?

2. Do the schools offer equal educational opportunities in
other respects?

3. How much can students be said to learn, judged by their
performance on standardized achievement tests?

4. What kinds of relationship may be supposed to exist
between the level of a student’s achievement and the
kind of school he attends?

Work was started on the survey in the spring of 1965 with a
view to administering the questicnnaires and tests that fall.
Approximately 70 pereent of the schools that were requested to
participate in the study aetually did so (the colieges were made
the subject of a smaller and separate survey). This entailed
testing and surveying some 650,000 students, together with
their teachers, principals, and superintendents, in approximately
4,000 public schools throughout the country.

On the basis of competitive bids, the Educational Testing
Service of Princeton, N.J., was awarled the contract for con-
ducting the Equality of Educational Opportumity Survey, in-
cluding test administration, test scoring, data processing, and

! Substantial portiong of this chapter have already appeared in A Study
of the Achicvement of Our Nution's Students (\Ia3 eske et al., 1972b). How-
ev er, they have been reprinted here, with only minor revisions, because they

~ide background essential for understanding the present stucly, which

d to stand by itself.
E KC signe
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data analysis. It also consulted on various aspects of the survey
and convened an advisory panel to aid in its design and analysis.

The survey used a 5-percent sample of schools. This was a
two-stage, self-weighting, stratified cluster sample. The primary
sampling units (PSU’s) in the first stage were counties and
Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas (SMSA’s). The PSU’s
in the second stage were high schools. When one was drawn in
the sample the clementary schools feeding into that school were
automatically included in the sample as well. Since the Equality
of Educational Opportunity Survey was pritnarily concerned
with the children of minority groups, and since these groups
constituted only about 10 percent of the total school population,
the schools were stratified according to the percentage of non-
white students contained by each. Thus strats with higher per-
centages of these students were given larger sampling ratios
and so were sampled more heavily. The final result was that
over 40 percent of the students in the survey were from minority
groups.

Separate questionnaires were administered to teachers, prin-
cipals, superintendents, and students at cach of the grade levels
studied. The teacher questionnaire contained some 72 items
coverin:; such topics as professional training, type of school and
student preferred, opinions on issues and problems of integration
(busing, compensatory education, ete.), and problems existing
in the school. The final part of this questionnaire was a voluntary
test consisting of 30 contextual vocabulary items; its purpose
was to measure the teacher’s verbal facility. However, the main
source of information about the school was the 100-item prin-
cipal questionnaire. It covered school facilitics, staff, programs,
racial coraposition, problems, curriculums, extracurricular ac-
tivities, and many other school characteristics. Of course, there
were also questions on the personal background and training of |
the principal and his opinions on problems of integration. The
picture given by the teacher and principal questionnaires was
further enlarged by the superintendent questionnaire, which
consisted of 41 questions. These dealt not only with various
aspects of the school system iiself, including its expenditures,
but with the superintendent himself and his attitudes toward
current educational issucs. Finully, detailed fact.al and atti-
tudinal data about the students were obtained in the same way.
Since this report focuses on the students, let us describe the

student questionnaires in some detail.

The act required that the survey be made “at all levels.” For
reasons of economy, it was decided to adininister the tests to a
selection of grades that would be representative of the entire
range. The grades chosen were the Ist, 3d, 6th, 9th, and the
12th, and differeat questionnaires were used for each grade
level. In addition to questions on home background and on
the usual personal and school characteristies, there were ques-
tions on attitude toward school, on race relations, and on
life in general. Representative examples are: How good a student
do you want to be in school? If you could be in the school you
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wanted, how many of the students would you want to be white?
Good luck is more important than hard work for success (agree
or disagree).

It had been decided that the yardsticks for measuring the
detrimental effects of poor school facilities and characteristies
were to be tests of the various school-related skills. Thus the
survey’s test battery was planued as an integral part of the
entire research design. The objective was to obtain as much
test data as possible within the limitations of time and available
resources. Two of the basic skills chosen were reading compre-
hension and mathematical ability, since these two arcas are
common to all school curriculums and all grade levels. Another
arca deemed important was the student’s general level of
knowledge, regardless of its source. A general information test
was therefore included in the test battery. Two other ability
tosts were used to measure the students’ verbal and rutioeinative
skills.

Following this survey a report entitled “Equality of Edu-
cational Opportunity,” under the principal authorship of Jamnes
S. Coleman, was submitted to the President and the Congress
on July 2, 1966. This report has become known as the Coleman
Report; the reader is referred to it for further details (Colemzun
et al., 1966).°

The findings from the Coleman Report that are of particular
relevanee to this study can be sununarized in a very general way
as follows:

1. Family background is of great importance for achieve-
ment.

2. The relationship of family background to achicvement
does not <liminish over the years of school.

3. Of the effcet of variations in school facilities, curriculum,
and staff upon achicvement, only a small part is inde-
pendent of family background.

4. Of the school factors, those that have the greatest in-
fluence on achievement (independently of family back-
ground) are the teacher’s characteristics, not the fa-
cilities and curriculum.

5. The social composition of the student body is more
highly related to achicvement, indepeudently of the
student’s own social background, than is any school
factor.

6. Attitudes such as sense of control of th:: environment,
or a belief in the responsivencss of the environmnent,
were found to be highly related to achievement, but
appear to be little influenced by variations in school
characteristics.

In summary, the authors of the Coleman Report concluded
that:

... the schools bring little influence to bear on a child’s
achievement that is independent of his background and
general social context; and that this very Jack of an inde-
pendent cffect mecans that the inequalities imposed on
children by their home, neighborhood and peer environment
are carried along to become the incqualities with which
they confront adult life at the end of school. For equality
of educational opportunity through the schools must imply
a strong effect of schools that is independent of the child’s

Q7 cit (Fureword, p. iii)
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immediate social environment and that strong independent
effeet is not present in American schools.?

1.2. A STUDY OF OUR NATION'S SCHOOLS

The Coleman Report was only the first analysis of these data,
and it was planned to conduct further analyses. In order to
accomplish this objective, a special analysis group was formed
in the National Ceuter for Educational Statistics (NCES). The
first efforts of this group eulminated in a report entitled “A
Study of Our Nation’s Schools” (Mayeske et al., 1972a), here-
after called the School Study. This report is summarized below;
much of it is drawn upon in the present study.

The School Study addressed itself to the following question:
How do the school’s characteristies influence such things as the

achievement level of all the students in the school? However, |

before an answer could be obtained to this question the following
technical problems had to be dealt with:

1. How could diserete categorical variables such as “father’s
occupation” best be sealed so that they could be mean-
ingfully interpreted and related to other variables of
interest?

2. iuw could provision be made for nonlinear or curvilinear
relationships that inight otherwise remain obscured?

3. How could estimates be made of missing data, particu-
larly when the very students who failed to provide an
answer o a question were of great interest?

4. How could the mnore than 400 variables be reduced so
that the task of data processing and analysis would
become less complex?

To perfortn the kind of analysis required and at the same time
vesolve the above problems a number of logical steps were
evolved and translated into the necessary computer programs
(sce the appendix). The statistieal tools mainly used were
regression analysis and partition of multiple correlation. As &
result, we were able to distinguish between:

1. Percentage of school outcome associated with the dis-
tinguishable influence of the school’s characteristics.

2. Percentage of school outcome associated with the dis-
tinguishable influence of the student’s social background.

3. Percentage of school outcome that could just as well be
associated with either one.

The conclusions that were obtained are stated below in the
form of u serics of hypotheses.* Some of the concepts and methods
used to build these hypotheses are described in later sections of
this chapter.

1. Very little of the schools’ influence on their students
can be separated from the influence of the latter’s social -
hackgrounds. Conversely, very little of the influence of °

the students’ social backgrounds can be separated from
the influence of the schools. The children who benefit

3 Ibid., p. 323.

$In these hypotheses, “student’s social background” refers to the set of
three student body social background variables known as Socio-Economic
Status, Family Structure, and Racial-Kthnic Composition of the Student
Body. “Charncteristics of the school” refers to s comprehensive set of 31
school vaigbles (Mayeske et al., 1972a). A subset of 10 of these that figured
most prosninently in school outcomes and in individual student achievement
is described in a later section of this chapter.
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however, the distinguishable influence of the school is 1. Average achievement is highest for whites, who are
greater than the distinguishable influence of the student’s followed closely by Oriental-Americans, who are in turn
social background for most of the motivational and followed by Indian Americans, Negroes, Mexican-Ameri-
attitudinal outcomes, while the opposite is true for cans, and Puerto Ricans. The last four groups cluster
achievernent. fairly closely together. For all groups, this vrdering is |
3. The common influence of the school’s characteristics fairly consistent throughout the years of schooling.
and the student’s social background on the attitudinal (a) Differences in average achievemnent among the
and notivational outcomes differs for the different grade groups is almost 5 times greater than differences
levels. For achievement, however, the common influence between males and females within each group.
is consistently larger than either one alone. This common (b) At times, the extent to which these groups differ
influence increases the longer the student stays in school. across regions of the country approaches the ex-
4. Schools that perform well on one outecome tend also to tent to which they differ from whites.
perform well on other outcomes. These performances 2. The highest proportion of the total differences among
tend to facilitate and reinforce one another. For the students in achievement that can be associated with
attitudinal and motivational outecomes a school’s gener- their membership in one of the six racial-ethnic groups
alized favorable performance has a large distinguishable is 24 percent. After allowance is made for various factors
influence. It also has a common influence with the that are primarily social in nature, this proportion drops
student’s social background. For achievement, the in- to 1 pereent. The factors in question are the family’s
fluence of a generalized favorable performanee is mani- social and cconomic well-being, the presence or absence
fested in common with the school’s characteristics and of key family members, the aspirations that a child and
the student's social background. his parents have for his schooling together with the
5. The school variables most heavily involved in school activities in which they engage to support these aspi-
outcomes are those concerned with actual characteristics rations, the region of the country lived in, and the type
of the school’s personnel, s distinguished from the of school attended.
school’s physical facilities, pupil programs and policies, 3. The presence or absence of key family members plays
and even personnel expenditures, including teachers’ only a sinall role in achievement for Negroes and whites,
salaries. but a much larger rcle for the other groups. This is true
6. Chicf among these characteristics of school personnel both before and after aliowance has been made for the
are ones that reflect experience in racially imbalanced social and eeconomic well-being of the family. It is also .
educational settings. Most nonwhite teachers had at- true for all the different regions of the country.
tended predominantly nonwhite educational institutions {a) Boys’ achievement levels are more likely to be
and were teaching predominantly nonwhite students. affected by the presence or absence of key family
Nonwhite educational settings, it was suggested, tend members than girls’.
to have associated with them lower levels of achievement (b) A family’s social and ceconomic well-being almost
and motivation, as well as less favorable socioeconomic always plays a greater role in achievement than
and family conditions. The result is less adequate prepa- does the prescnce or absence of key family |
ration than that received in predominantly white insti- members,
tutions. 4. The aspirations that both the student and his parents

most from their schooling are those who:

{a) Come from the higher socioeconomic strata rather
than from the lower socioecononic strata.

(b) Have both parents in the home rather than only
one or neither parent in the home.

(c) Are white or Oriental-American rather than Mexi-
can-American, Indian Ameriean, Puerto Rican,
or Negro.

. Until the 12th grade, the distinguishable influence of
the student’s soeial background, that is, the part of it
that can be separated out, is usually larger than the
distinguishable influence of the school. At the 12th grade,

1.3. A STUDY OF THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF OUR

NATION’S STUDENTS

2.

What roles do different aspects of the school play in the
development of individual student achicvement when
they are juxtaposed with family background factors?

These questions were explored for students in different geo-
graphic regions of the country, for students of different racial
and ethnic group membership, and for hoy-girl differences. Al-
though this study made use of the same data as the previous
two, it covered a greater nuinber and variety of variables and
a larger sample of students than the Coleman Report, However,
it not only confirmed nany of the Coleman Report’s findings
but also extended and refined them.

The main findings of the Achieverent Study were as follows:

have for his schooling, the activities that they engage in
to support these aspirations, and the student’s own out-
look on life—in short, the motivational aspects of family
life—all play a greater role in his achievement than do

Unlike the School Study, the Achievement Study (Mayeske
etal., 1972b) used the individual student as the unit of analysis.
The following major questions were explored:

either the family’s social and cconomic well-being or the
presence or absence of key family members.
(a) There is, however, a considerable amount of over-
lap between the motivational aspects of family
life and the others.

1. What roles do different aspects of the student’s famnily
Q  background play in the development of his achievement?

3



(b)) Among the motivational aspects of family life,
the educational and occupational aspirations of
boys play a somewhat greater role in their achieve-
ment than do the other aspects. For girls, the
opposite is true.

5. When the role of all these family background factors®
in achievement is compared with that of the type of
school attended, the percentage of achievement that can
be associated with each is: family background, 48 per-
cent; and type of school attended, 10 percent. The re-
maining 42 percent is common to both sets of factors.

() Among the aspects of the school attended, the
achiecvement and motivational levels of the stu-
dent body play a role in the individual student’s
achievement about 6 times greater than that of
any of the remaining school characteristics.

() Of the latter, the teaching staff’s attributes are
more influential than such attributes of the school
as its facilitics, policics, or kind of program
offered.

Throughout the Achicvement Study it was noted that a
student’s beliefs about his ability to influence his life and to
improve his lot by means of education figure importantly in his
academic achievement. This is especially true of many minority
group students We therefore decided to investigate these beliefs
in a separate study. The present study reports the results of our
efforts. i

1.4. THE PRESENT STUDY

The major questions for which answers are sought in this
study are:

1. What roles do the various aspeets of a student’s family
background and achicvement play in the development
of his attitude toward life?

2. What roles do the various aspects of the school play in
the development of an individual’s attitude toward life,
as compared with an individual’s family background
factors and achievement?

These questions are explored for students of both sexes and all
racial-ethnic groups in the different geographic regions of the
country. Ideally, we would have liked to study these questions
for the same students as they progressed through their years of
schooling. However, the daia were cross-sectional in nature;
viz, they were collected from students at different grade levels
at one point in time. Consequently, when we made infercnces
about trends over time, it was with great caution. The techniques
of inference are fully described in the appendix.

1.4.1. Definition and Description of Variables Used

This section contains a detailed deseription and interpretation
of the variables and sets of variables used throughout the study.
When indices are discussed, the reader is veferred to the Techi-
nical Supplement for the weights used in their construction.?

§I.e., the motivational aspects of family life, the family’'s social and
economic well-being. its racial-ethnic group membership, and the presence
or absence of key family members.

¢ The Technical Supplement is available from the senior author at the

Most of the student indices were more adequately represented
at the higher grade levels (6, 9, and 12) than at the lower ones
(1 and 3). This is because at the lower grade levels fewer ques-
tions were asked about the family, and for those questions asked
the teacher, not the student, had to provide the information.
In many cases the teacher was unable to provide an appropriate
answer. As a consequence, data from the lower grade levels are
seldom used in this study.

Individual Student Indices and Variables

Socio-Economic Status (SES).—A student with a high score
on this index has parents who come from the upper educational
strata. His father is engaged in a professional, managerial,
sales, or technical job, and there are two to three children in the
family. They are more likely to reside in the residential area of
the city or the suburbs rather than in the inner city, and their
home is likely to have from 6 to 10 rooms. Intellectually
stimulating materials such as books, magazines, newspapers,
and television and radio programs are available in such a home.

Family Structure and Stability (FSS).—A student with a high'
score on this index has both parents in the home, his father’s
earnings are the major source of income, his mother works part-
time or not at all, and his family has not moved around much.

Racial-Ethnic Group Membership (RETH)—A student with
a high score on this variable is white, a student with an inter-
mediate score is Oriental-American, and a student with a low
score is Puerto Rican, Mexican-American, Indian American, or
Negro. In a society that discriminates on the basis of skin color,
one’s membership in a particular racial or ethnic group is a
social category with many behavioral implications. Accordingly,
an individual’s score on this variable represents his membership
not only in a physical category but in a social category as well.

Ezxpeclations for Excellence (EXPTN).—A student with a
high score on this index says that his mother, father, and
teachers want him to be one of the best students in his class,
and that he also desires to be one of the best in his eclass.

Attitude Toward Life (ATTUD).—A student with a high
score on this index feels that people who accept their condition
in life are not neccessarity happier; that hard work is more im-
portant for success than good luck; that when he tries to get
ahead he doesn’t encounter many obstacles; that with a good
education he won't have difficulty getting a job; that he would
not be sacrificing his personal identity or integrity to get ahead |
nor does he want to change himself; that he does not have
difficulty learning nor does he feel that he would do better if
his . *achers wernt slower; and that people like him have a chance
to be successful.

Educational Plans and Desires (EDPLN).—A student with a
high score on this index says that his parents want him to go
to college; that he himself both desires and plans to go to college
and aspires to one of the higher occupational levels; and that ¥
he feels he is one of the brighter students in his class.

Study Habits (HBTS).—A student with a high score on this
index has frequent (weekly or more) discussions with his parents
about his schoolwork and was read to regularly as a child. He
spends 1 to 3 hours a day studying and 1 to 3 hours a day
watching TV, would make most any sacrifice to stay in school,
and has seldorn stayed away from schoo! just because he wanted

to.
Achievement (ACHV).—A student with a high score on this




index or composite tended to score high on all of the tests that
entered into that composite. For all grade levels the tests of
verbal and nonverbal ability were used as part of the composite.
In addition, at grades 6, 9, and 12, tests of reading compre-
hension and mathematics achievement were used, and at grades
9 and 12 a test of general information was iuciuded in the
composite. This inclusion of more tests at the higher grade
levels represents the nature of the educational process, in which
basie skills are acquired in the early years and other skills and
knowledge through the use of these basic skills. As shown in
the Technical Supplement, these tests at cach grade level were
sufficiently highly correlated to be included in & single composite.

Student Body Variables

When the values of a variable are averaged for each of the
students in a particular grade level of a school, this results in
what we have called a student body variable. Schools with a
high mean or average on a student body variable tend to have a
larger proportion of students with & high score on that attribute,
while schools with a low mcan or average tend to have a larger
proportion of students with a correspondingly low score. The
student body variahles used in this study are:

Socio-Economic Status

Family Structure and Stability
Racial-Ethnic Group Membership
Expectations for Excellence
Attitude Toward Life
Educational Plans and Desires
Study Habits

Achievement

School Variakics

In this study, to represent attributes of the schools other than
student body variables, we used the following five indices and
variables. A deseription of the meaning of each index and the
variables that comprise it is given in the Technical Supplement.
Another detailed description will be found in the School Study
(Mayecske et al., 1972a). It should be noted that we did not have
the same problems with the school variables at the lower grade
levels as we had with the individual student variables (p. 4).

Teaching Conditions.—A school with a high score on this
index has many tecachers who say that the students in their
school try hard and are of high ueademic ability. The teachers
also see the sehool as having few problems of any kind and as
enjoying & good reputation with other teachers not employed
by the school. They also report that they are currently teaching
high-ability students, that they would not prefer to work in
some other school, and that they would reenter teaching as a
profession if they were to start all over again.

Preference for Student-Ability Level—A school with a high
score on this index has many teachers who say that they prefer
to teach in an academie school that has a strong emphasis on
college preparation and a student body consisting of high-ability
children of white collar and professional workers.

Training and Salary.—A school with a high score on this
index has many high-salaried teachers with advanced degrees
who have certification and tenure.

Q ! Skills.—A school with a high score on this variable has
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many teachers who attained a high score on our test of verbal
skills.

Racial-Ethnic Composition.—A school with a high score on
this variable has many teachers who say they are white, while
a school with a low score has many teachers who claim member-
ship in a minority group. The last two variables are included
because we considered them closely related to interschool differ-
ences in the outcomes of schooling. For instance, they were
shown to be related to the achievement and motivational levels
of the student body before and after the school’s social compo-
sition was taken into account (Mayeske et al., 1972a).

Other Sets of Variables

Throughout the chapters that follow, several other sets of
variables are used recurrently. The variables that comprise each
of these sets are described and analyzed in this section, and a
rationale is given for including them in their respective sets.

Home Background (HB).—This label is applied to the set of
variables that represent the human and material resources in
the immediate home environment. When each of the racial-
ethnic and sex groups is kept analytically separate, Home Back-
ground consists of the student’s Socio-Economic Status, on the
one hand, and Family Structure and Stability, on the other.
When these different groups are kept together, a variable called
Racial-Ethnie Group Membership (RETH) is often introduced
into the analyses under the same general label.

Family Background (FB).—This set is comprised of the Home
Background and the Family Process sets.” Thus Family Back-
ground covers virtually all aspects of the individual student’s
background. When analyses are run for each racial-ethnic group,
Home Background consists only of Socio-Economic Status and
Family Structure and Stability, whereas when the racial-cthnic
groups are combined, Racial-Ethnic Group Membership is on
occasion included as an aspect of Home Background. The
relationships among these sets of variables are given in schematic
form in figure 1.1.

There are in addition, four sets of variables at the school level.

School (SCH(IO)).—This set consists of the 10 school vari-
ables described earlier. It is comprised of the following two
subsets:

(a) School Outcomes (SN(5)).3—This set consists of the five
student body variables of Expectations for Excellence.
Attitude Toward Life, Educational Plans and Desires,
Study Habits, and Achicvement. The set is sometimes
divided into two subsets: Student Body’s Attitude
Toward Life (SATTUD), and SO(4), consisting of the
other four student body variables.

(b) Teaching Staff Attributes (T'(5)).—This set consists of the
five teaching staff attributes of Tesvhing Conditions,
Preference for Student-Ability Level, Training and
Salary, Racial-Ethnic Composition, and Verbal Skills.

7 Family Process was the name we gave to a set of variables, ineluding
Expectations for Excellence, Edueational Plans and Desires, and Study
Habits, that pertained to the attitudes and behavior of the student and
his family.

8 This set is called School Qutcomes because it represents, in part, the
aggr:gate effects of schooling. By virtue of its high correlation with the
social composition of the student body, it is vlso & measure of the effects
of residential and school segregation—schools heing organized along resi-
dential lines.
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FIGURE 1.1.—A Schematic Diagram of the Variables Included in the Different Sets
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Family Process (PRCS).~—This set is the exact counterpart of
Family Process at the individual level. Consequently, the same
name is used. Its composition varies according to the dependent
variable, as follows:

Dependent Variable Composition of Family Process
at School Level

The four student body vari-

ables of : Expectations for Ex-

cellence, Achievement, Edu-

cational Plans and Desires,

and Study Habits

Student Body Attitude Toward
Life

This family process set at the school level is normally used
only for analyses among schools.

Geographic Groupings.—In a number of chapters cornparative
analyses are conducted for different geographic groups. The
four basic groupings are: Metropolitan (MET); Nonmetro-
politan (NONMET); North; and South. The standard census
tract was used to define metropolitan and nonmetropolitan
arcas as used in the sampling design. The South was defined
to include the 16 Southeastern and Southwestern States of:
Alabana,” Arkansas, Arizona, Florida, Georgia, IKentucky,
Louisiana, Mississippi, New Mexico, North Carolina, Oklahoma,
South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, and West Virginia.
Included as North were all the remaining States.®

1.5. THE ATTITUDE TOWARD LIFE OF OUR NATION'S
STUDENTS: AN OVERVIEW

The Achievement Study showed that a student’s outlook on
life is substantially related to his academic achicvement before

s On one occasion, the North was subaivided into two sets: (1) the Far
West and the Rocky Mountain States of Alaska, California, Colorado,
Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, Oregon, Utah, Washington, and
Wyoming; and (2) Other, consisting of the 23 other Northern States.
Dn another oceesion, analyses were run for only the Mid-Atlantic and the
Y Western States.
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Home Background
(HB)

Included on
occasion when
the groups are
together

Process (PRCS) con-
tains the following
variables when ATTUD
is dependent (EXPTN,
ECPLN, HBTS).

Famity Background
(FB)

allowance has been made for any other aspects of his background.
Moreover, the relationship persists, though in weaker form,
even when allowance is made for such factors as family back-
ground and type of school attended. The study also showed
that a student’s outlook on life is closely related to his racial-
cthnic group membership. Minority group children, for in-
stance, are far less likely than those from the majority group
to feel that they have a chance to be successful. Because of
these relationships, and because it secemed to us that one’s!
belief about his ability to influence the course of his life may
wcll affect the efforts he puts forth, we decided to investigate
this subject further.

Using the saine data as in our previous reports, we constructed
an index out of ecither 5or 11 items that reflected the student’s
view about life, particularly as they pertained to education.!®
A student with a high score on this index feels that people who
accept their condition in lifec are not necessarily happier, and
that hard work is inore important for success than good luck. ]
He also believes that if he tries to get ahead he will not en-
counter obstacles, and that with a good education he will have
no difficulty in getting a job. However, he would not sacrifice
everything to get ahead, and would not want to change himnself
just for that purpose. He does not think he would do better if
his teachers went slower; he does think people like him have a
chance to be successful. We interpreted the common influence
exerted by these variables as reflecting the portion of the
student’s outlook on life that had its roots mainly but not
wholly in school related experiences. We have called this index
Attitude Toward Life, or ATTUD for short.

The primary statistical tools used were regression analysis
and partition of multiple correlation. Using t...se tools we were
able to distinguish between, for exaple: ‘

1. The percentage of Attitude Toward Life that could be

1 An index of 5 items was used at the Gth grade and 1 of 11 items at
the 9th and 12th grade.




associated with the distinguishable influence of Home
Background.

2. The percentage of Attitude Toward Life that could be
associated with the distinguishable influcnee of Family
Process.

3. The percentage of Attitude Toward Life that could not
be associated with the distinguishable influence of Home
Background or Family Proeess, but was common to both.

The first question we asked was: How do various groupings of
students differ from one another in their average Attitude
Toward Life? We compared students of both sexes from all the
different racial-ethnic groups in cevery region of the country.
We found that the students who scored highest on our ATTUD
index were those who identified themselves as being white.
Students who identified themselves as being Oriental-Americans
were next highest, while Negroes, Indian Americans, and Mexi-
can-Americans ranked third highest. Lowest of all were those
who identified themselves as Puerto Rican. Within each of these
groups, girls had consistently higher scores than boys, although
this difference was never large. Actually, differences among the
six racial-cthnic groups were about twice as great as were girl-
boy differences within cach group. We conjectured that the
girls’ slightly 1nore optimistic outlook on life might be due to
their characteristically less aggressive way of handling problems
coupled with a generally lower level of ambition. However, in
our analytic work we were not able to distinguish the influence
of these from that of other background characteristies.

It should not be assumed from this brief sccount that values
of ATTUD were uniformly distributed by ethnic group. On the
contrary, the values observed for a particular group in different
regions were sometimes almost as different from one another as
the group in question was from the whites nationally. For
example, Negro, Mexican-American, and Puerto Rican students
differed across regions of the country by two-thirds of the
extent to which they differed from whites. Comparable values
for Indian and Oriental-American students were two-fifths and
one-third, respectively.

We recognized that not only the groups but the students
within cach group differed substantially from one another. For
example, as we have said, students who identified themselves
as white had a higher average score on ATTUD than the
students of any minority group. However, within the so-called
white group soine had a higher score on ATTUD than others.
This was also true of the minority group students. Such con-
siderations impelled us to ask:

1. Can we explain the differences among individual stu-
dents in their Attitude Toward Life—and, if so, how far?
2. What kinds of factors play the greatest explanatory role?

With regurd to the first question we found that about one-fourth
of the differences ainong whites in their Attitude Toward Life
could be explained by Family Background and Achicvement.
For the other groups, the corresponding value was one-third.
When we included factors pertaining to the type of school at-
tended, as represented by our index of 10 sehool variables,
roughly one-third of the differences among whites in their
Attitude Toward Life were cxplained. For the other groups,
however, corresponding values were usually larger by some 4
to 9 pereentage points. Although the magnitude of these per-

ot Ies differed by grade level, the relative order of the groups
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tended to remain the same. It follows that Attitude Toward
Life can be more fully explained by, or is at least more sensitive
to, Family Background, Achievement, and school factors for
minority group students than it can be for white students.
Just why this should be so, we cannot say. However, one might
conjecture that the greater variety of circumstances with which
minority group children have to cope may increase the de-
pendence of their Attitude Toward Life on these factors.

What are some of these circumstances? We reasoned that the
presence or absence of key family members in the home, which
was represented by one of our indices called Family Structure
and Stability (FSS), might piay a key role. However, we found
only a small-to-moderate relationship between FSS and
ATTUD, and cven this relationship tended to vanish after
allowance had been made for other aspects of the student’s
family background, achievement, and type of school attended.
Moreover, this tended to be so for each of the racial-ethnic

groups. Although boys’ Attitude Toward Life did show greater

sensitivity to the Family Structure index than girls’, the differ-
ence was scldom large. We conjectured that this might have
been brought about by the presumably greater impact of father
absence on boys than on girls. But since the role of Family
Structure in Attitude Toward Life vanished as Family Process
was taken into account, we wondered if some other aspect of
Family Background might be playing a greater role.

Next, we investigated the role in Attitude Toward Life of
the three family process factors (p. 18). We found a moderate-
to-high degree of relationship with Attitude Toward Life for
cach group before any other factors had been allowed for. The
rclationship yersisted, although its magnitude was reduced,
after the social and cconomic well-being of the family, the
presence or absence of key family members, the student’s
achievement level, and the type of school he attended had all
been allowed for.! Of the three factors, the two that pertained
to the more immediate kinds of parent-child involvement, such
as reading to him at the preschool stage and talking with him
about his schoolwork after he had started school, played a
greater role in Attitude Toward Life than did longer range
educational and occupational aspirations. However, there was a
substantial portion of Attitude Toward Life that could be
explained only by both types of influence working together.

We next examined the role in Attitude Toward Life of the
type of school attended. A low-to-moderate relationship was
observed for each group. However, most of this relationship
vanished after allowance had been made for a student’s Family
Background and Achievement. In consequence, we concluded
that the possible effect of the type of school a student attended
could not be separated fromn the possible effects of his Family
Background and Achievement. We also tried to discover which
aspects of the school a student attended might be playing ihe
largest role in his Attitude Toward Life. We found that Student
Body Characteristics, as defined by the students’ achievement
and motivational levels, played an overwhelmingly greater role
than Teaching Staff Characteristics. This is not to say that the
teaching staff had no effect on Attitude Toward Life. But it
was & smati! cffect, manifested in conjunction with Student
Body Characteristics. We also inquired as to which aspect of
Student Body Characteristics might be playing the greatest

! Boys' Attitude Toward Life also showed a slightly greater sensitivity
to family process factors than girls’.




role in the individual student’s Attitude Toward Life. We found
it was the Attitude Toward Life of the ¢atire student body. In
other words, the outlook of the students one goes to school
with plays a major role in one’s own outlonk. However, the role
of one’s fellow students’ level of achievement and motivation
cannot be ruled out.*

In summary, we found that in the explainable differences
aniong students in their Attitude Toward Life, the magnitude
of the role that could be uniquely attributed to Family Process
was about twice that of School Characteristics, and that the
role of the latter was in turn about twice that of Achievernent.?
The role of Home Background, on the other hand was com-
pletely intertwined with these other factors, which were also
intertwined with one another. Since overlap usually indicates
some degree of cooperative influence, we shall discuss it briefly
in this instance. The greatest overlaps were: HB-PRCS-SCH-
ACHY; HB-ACHV-PRCS; and ACHV-PRCS. Roughly half
the total overlap was accounted for by: HB-PRCS; HB-ACHV-
SCH; and PRCS-SCH. We interpreted these overlaps as re-
flecting, in part, the interplay of the various factors with one
another over time as they affected Attitude Toward Lite,

We have seen that students who identify themselves as white
have substantially higher scores on Attitude Toward Life than
do most minority group students. In addision, we hate scen
that for minority group students Attitude Toward Life shows
a greater dependence on a range of fuctors pertaining to their
family background, academic achicvement, and type of school
attended. Further, for each group as well as for all students,
we have seen that a class of variables pertaining to what we
nmight term “educationally related child-rearing activities” plays
a greater role in Attitude Toward Life than does any other
class of variables. Of these latter, the factors that reflect the
more jmmediate kinds of personalized involvement play a
greater role than do longer range educational and oceupational
aspirations. It is also a striking fact that a student’s school-
mates play a greater role in his Attitude Toward Life than does
lis own school performance. However, the latter plays a greater
role than either his family’s social and ecevnomice well-being or
its structure and stability. In fact, the role of this latter class of
factors is completely intertwined with that of all other classes.
We concluded that the effects of many of these classes of vari-
ables were inseparable from one another.

But what are the iinplications of these findings? Why should
majority group students view their ability to influence their
lives more favorably than minority group students? Is there
anything ‘that can be done to redress these inequities? We
should recognize first of all that the views of a student about his
ability to influence his life through the avenue of education
contain a degree of accuracy. Members of minority groups are
generally well aware of the barriers to the iinprovement of their
soeial well-being offered by diserimination in employment,
housing, and schooling. Also, the residential segregation of
minority groups tends to reinforce the views they hold in
comnmon. Clearly, elimination of these diseriminatory practices
would affect these groups™ attitude toward life for the better.

12 \What we have here termed level of motivation actually refers to the
aggregate purcnt-child_ involvement factors. At the individual student
'-¢3' ‘hese are the variables denoted collectively as Family Process.

5 Y table 5.7, p. 54.
ERIC

Seeond, much of child rearing as it is currently practiced is u
happenstance affair. It seems unlikely that many parents are
aware of the effect the different practices they engage in may
have on their children, er of the mnanner in which these practices
may contribute to their children’s well-being, emotional no less
than intellectual. Much could be done by the educational
media to create such an awareness.

Third, both the performance criteria and the reward structure
of schools need to be altered. The individual student’s per-
fermance could be made more dependent upon his own learning
needs rather than upon the needs of his peers. All too often the
school creates certain rather arbitrary tasks that serve merely
to categorize students instead of assessing their level of achieve-
ment. In addition, school-performance criteria need to be ex-
panded to include a variety of tasks and activities sufficient to
give more students a sense of accomplishment. The schools’
reward structure needs to be altered so the:t children for whom
the traditional marks of academic excellence are not especially
meaningful can somchcw be brought within the reach of praise
and blame. Use might even be made of student body influence
as a positive factor.

Finally, it should be possible to investigate the negative moti-
vational impact of attempting to change the language habits
and patterns of first-grade studen s who do not speak standard
English. Nonstandard English, if that is what the student has
been brought up to speak, interferes with the learning of stand-
ard English. The effect of discrimination by educators against
nonstandard English is 2 phenomenon that nceds more attention
than it has so far received.

We should not delude ourselves into thinking that these con-
ditions can bhe remedied overnight. Some require basic social
changes, while others require intensive research. All, however,
appear of sufficient import to warrant sustained attention.

1.6. SUMMARY

The Equality of Educational Opportunity Survey, which was
carricd out by the U.S. Office of Education under the Civil
Rights Act of 1964, attempted to determine: the extent of racial
and ethnic segregation in the public schools; whether or not the
schools offered equal educational opportunities in other respects;
the amount that students could be said to learn, judged by their
performance on standardized achievement tests; and the kinds
of relationship that might be supposed to exist between a stu-
dent’s achievement level and the school he attended. The study
involved some 650,000 students, with their teachers, principals,
and superintendents, in about 4,000 public schools throughout
the country. For reasons of economy, only students in grades
1,3, 6,9, and 12 were included in the analysis.

The results of this survey were published in a report entitled
“BEquality of Iiducational Opportunity,” better known as the
Coleman Report (Coleman et al., 1966). The authors of the
report found that: fainily background was very important for
student achievement and did not diminish in importance over
the school years; only a small part of the variation in school
facilities, curriculum, and staff had an effect that was inde-
pendent of family background, and of this small part by far the
most influential was the set of variables called teacher’s char-
acteristics; the social composition of the student body was
mwore highly related to individual achievement than any char-
acteristic of the school; and holding an optinistic attitude to-



ward one’s chances in life, although related te achievement, did
not seem much affected by differences in schools. The authors
concluded that, since the schools lacked a strong independent
effect on achievement, they could not of themselves provide
equality of educational opportunity.

Further analyses of these data were undertaken by the authors
of the present report. The first of these analyses to be published
was “A Study of Our Nation’s Schools,” here referred to as the
School Study (Mayeske et al., 1972a). The general purpose of
the School Study was to distinguish the influence of the school’s
characteristics from all other kinds of influence. We concluded
tlat the children who benefited most from their schooling were
those who were white or Oriental-American and who came from
well-to-do homes in which both parents were present. We also
found that: schools that performed well on one educational out-
come tended to perform well on other outcomes; and the most
influential school variables were those connected with character-
istics of the school’s staff, especially whether they had attended
predominantly nonwhite educational institutions.

The second of these analyses to be published was “A Study
of the Achievement of Our Nation’s Students,”’ here referred to
as the Achievement Study (Mayeske et al., 1972b). The purpose
of this study was to determine the part played in the individual
student’s achievement by various aspects of his family back-
ground, and to compare this in each instance with the part
played by various aspects of his school. We found that: average
achievement was highest for whites and Oriental-Americans,
although there were considerable regional variations; racial-
ethnic group membership acceunted for only 24 percent of these
differences before allowance was made for various socioeconomic
background factors, and for only about 1 percent after such
allowance had been made; the presence or absence of key family
members had less effect on the achievement of whites and
Negroes than on that of other groups; educationally related
child-rearing activities played a greater role in a student’s

achievernent than either his family’s socioeconomic status or
the presence or absence of key family mombers; family back-
ground factors played an independent role in achievement
nearly 5 times that of school factors, and among the latter the
role of the student body’s values and achievement level was 6
times that of any other school factor.

In the present analysis, we coneentrated on a set of variables
that we called Attitude Toward Life. This included a student’s
feelings about the importance of hard work (as opposed to luck)
for success, abeut his own chances for success, and about the
relationship between success and education. In general, we
warted to find out what factors helped a student to develop the
belief that he was capable of influencing his own future, since
such a belief appeared positively ; 'ated to achievement. We
found that: minority group children were far less likely to
believe in the chances of their own success; that a parent who
read to a child or talked to him about his schoolwork was more
likely to encourage the development of such beliefs than one
who merely expressed long-range aspirations for the child; that
the effects of school characteristics on Attitude Toward Life
could not be separated from those ¢f Family Background and
Achievement; that a far greater role was played in the individual
student’s Attitude Toward Life by his fellow students’ char- |
acteristics than by his teachers’—greater, even, than that of
his own school perfermance. We concluded that the minority
group students’ negative estimate of their chances for success
was, on the whole, an accurate reflection of the discrimination
they were likely to encounter, and that any substantial improve-
ment in this situation would require changes throughout the
society. However, we concluded that much could also be done
by educating parents in better child-rearing practices, and by
altering the performance criteria and reward structure of schools.
The negative effect of imposing standard Knglish on children
brought up to speak nonstandard English was also a topic
that needed investigation.




2. Family, Achievement, and Attitude Toward Life

The extent to which one tries to influence the eourse of his
life undoubtedly depends on how strongly he believes that such
action will do any good. This in turn may depend on a variety
of circumstances. The physical well-being of one's early yoars,
relationships with pareats, siblings, and peers, opportunities for
different kinds of experiencee, and the actual experience of sue-
¢ess and failure ean all play an important role in shaping one’s
outlook on life. This chapter explores in some detail the roles of
family background and achievement, irrespeetive of region and
school attended.

2.1. FAMILY BACKGROUND, ACHIEVEMENT, AND
RACIAL-ETHNIC GROUP MEMBERSHIP

It is a common observation that most minority group mem-
bers fare less well in our society than most whites. It behooves
us, therefore, to examine the ways in which these groups differ
in Family Background and Achievement. Table 2.1 gives the
number of ninth-grade students in ecach of the groups that we
shall be studying in this chapter. It will be scen that for cach
group except Negroes there are slightly more r-ales than feinales.
However, for the group made up of all students combined, this
disparity is not quite so great. Similarly, there is a proportion-
ately greater representation of whites and Negroes in the
sample.t Ninth-grade students were used as the primary group
for analysis both beeause there was a greater number of stu-
dents at this grade than at others, and because the indices were
most rehiably and comprehensively measured at the 9th and
12th grades.®

Tuble 2.2 gives the rank order of each group on each of these
measures. The values are obtained by ranking the group means
on cach index. For example, the ranks for Socio-Economic
Status are obtained by assigning a 7 to the group with the
highest mean score, a 2 to the group with the next highest mean,
and so on until each group has been assigned a rank. The same
procedure is then repeated for the next index. It will be seen
from table 2.2 that there is a great deal of consisteney in a
group’s relative standing on cach of these indices: groups that
have a high mean on one tend also to have a high mean on the
other, and groups that are low on one are low on the others.
Overall, whites and Oriental-Americans rank highest, while
Puerto Ricans and Indian Americans rank lowest.

Another way of demwonstrating this type of statistical de-
pendenee is by computing the correlation of the ranks on one
index with those on another index. Such correlations are shown

'In all analyses weighted values rather than sample values were used
(see the appendix).

2 It should be noted, however, that fewer dropouts had occurred by the
9th grade.

3°The percentage of total variance accounted for by a principal com-
ponent is computed by dividing the amount of variznce nccounted for by
"""" so~uent by the number of variables included in the matrix (see
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in table 2.3, where there is a very high degree of intercorrelation
ainong the group means on these indices. A measure of the ex-
tent of this intercorrelation can be obtained by cocmputing the
principal components of the correlations and then observing the
pereentage of total variance accounted for by these compo-
nents.? If the percentage of variance is very high (i.c., near
unity) for the first principal component it indicates that there
is almost complete dependence among the variables. On the
other hand if a number of principal components are required to
account. for the total variance, this indicates that there are
“islands of dependence.” The greater the number of components
the more there are of these islands. In the extreme case in which
all variables are uncorrelated, the number of principal compo-
nents required will be equal to the number of variables. A princi-
pal components analysis of the correlations in table 2.3 showed
that 89 percent of the variance could be accounted for by the
first principal component and snother 4 percent by a second
component. The high percentage for the first component indi-
cates that there is a high but not cotnplete degree of lincar de-
pendence among the relative standings of these six racial-ethnic
groups on ecach of these indices.

However, our basic interest is in the individual student and
how different aspeets of his background may affect him. Since
one aspecet of his baekground is his racial-ethnic group member-
ship, we wanted to ineorporate it into our analyses. First,
however, a student’s membership in 2 number of possible dis-
crete groups had to be coded in some manner. In previous studics
in this series our primary variable of interest was Achievement.
We therefore assigred a code value that corresponded to the
mean score on Achievement attained by members of the racial-
cthnic group in question. Table 2.4 will help to explain this
procedure. Here, the two right-hand eolumns show the percent-
age of students in each racial-ethnie group and their mean scores
on Achicvement.* In addition, a score was ¢computed for those
students who failed to indicate their group membership (the
“no response” category). The variable called Racial-Ethnic
Group Membership (RETH) was created by assigning each
student the mean score on Achievement (ACHYV) for the group
in which he indicated that he was a member. For example, a
student who indicated that he was an Indian American was as-
signed a score of 44.839, one who indicated that he was Oriental-
American was assigned a score of 51.024, and so on.5 The adop-
tion of this codiug or scaling procedure enables one to order the
groups on a continuum from high to tow and to incorporate this
continuum in the analysis as a varizuble. The variable so created
expresses intergroup differences in quantitative formu. Thus, a
high scorc on RETH indicates that a student is white or Ori-

 All scores are expressed in terms of a distribution with a mean of 50
and a standard deviation of 10.

5 When the respective mean value is assigned as the code for each al-
ternative, the variable is said to be criterion scaled (see Beaton, 1969).
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Table 2.1.—Ninth-Grade Students, by Racial-Ethnic Group and Sex

Puerto QOrien- .
Sex Indian Mexican Rican tal  White Total

Negro

Male....... 1,644 3,331 1904 18.089 872 39,000 64.800
Female . 1333 2445 1,798 19,176 803 37.753 63,308
Total.__.. 2,877 5836 3,702 37,265 1,675 76,753 128,108

Table 22.—Rank Order of Racial-Ethnic Group Differences on
Family Background, Attitude Toward Life, and Achievement

Racial-Ethnic Group
Set of variables I M P N O W

Socio-Economic Status (SES). ... ......._... 5

36421
Family Structure and Stability (FSS).. . .. e ...5 3 6 4 2 1
Expectations for Excellence (EXPTN).._._......... 546 3 21
Attitude Toward Life (ATTUD). ... ___. . __. .. ... 4 36 5 2 1
Educational Plans and Desires (EDPLN)._....._... 4 56 31 2
Study Habits (HBTS). ... ... __ .. . ... . ..._... 546 321
Achievement (ACHV). ... ... el 3466521

NoTE—I=Indian; M=Mexican; P=Puerto Rican; N=Negro;
O=Oriental; W=White. Family Background consists of all the
row variables except ATTUD and ACHV.

Table 2.3.—Rank-Order Correlation of Racial-Ethnic Group Diﬁfer-
ences on Family Background, Attitude Toward Life, and Achieve-
ment.

Set Number:
3 4 5

Set of Variables 1 6 7
1. Socio-Economic Status

(SES).. ..o .. 100 100 94 94 77 94 83
2. Family Structure and i

Stability (FSS)_ ... .... 100 100 94 94 77 94 83
3. Expectations for

Excellence (EXPTN).... 94 94 100 83 89 100 77
4, Attitude Toward Life

(ATTUD)................ 94 84 83 100 71 83 94
5. Educationa! Plans and

Desires (¢DPLN)._.._.. 77 77 89 71 100 89 77
6. Study Habits (HBTS)..... 94 94 100 83 89 100 77
7. Achievement (ACHV)... . 83 83 77 94 77 77 100

Nore.—These are Spearman rank-order correlations based on
the ranked means of the 6th racial-ethnic groups from table 2.2.
Family Background consists of all the row variables except ATTUD
and ACHV.

Table 2.1.—Percentage of 9th-Grade Students and Their Average
Composite Achievement Score, by Racial-Ethnic Group

Category

Racicl-Ethnic Group Percentage Mean ACHV

1 Indian Amer«an_.. .. ... ....... 1.9 44,839
2 Mexican-American... ... .._.. ... 4.4 43.599
3 Puerto Rican..._ ... .. .. ._.... 1.6 40.643
4 Negro. ... . e e 16.0 41.609
5 Oriental-American .. ... .. 0.8 51.0z4
6 White..___.._____. e 73.0 52.788
7 Other ... .. ... ... ... .. 1.0 45.707
0 No Response ... ..........._ 1.3 39.976

Total ... . ... .. . ._._..... 100.0 50.000

Note.—The total number of students is 133,136. The stapdard
deviation for the total is equal to 10. These figures are weighted
he tha sampling ratios for the different groups.
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Table 2.5—Simple Correlation Coefficient (r) of Racial-Ethnic Group
Membership With Family Background, Attitude Toward Life, and
Achievement, by Sex*

Set of variables Total Male Female
Socio-Economic Status (SES).__._..___.._.. .. 38 36 39
Family Structure and Stability (FSS)..._... .. 30 29 32
Expectations for Excellence (EXPTN)......_.__ 12 14 10
Attitude Toward Life (ATTUD). ____. e 27 27 27
Educational Plans and Desires (EDPLN). ... ._ 13 18 07
Study Habits (HBTS). . ... ... ... .. 18 17 20
Achievement (ACHV)___._______ ... .. ... ... 46 44 49

Multiple Correlation 2. ... _._____._ ... ____ 55 52 58

! These analyses are based upon 128,108 Sth-grade students, as
shown in table 2.1.

*Multiple correlation of all 7 row variables with Racial-Ethnic
Group Membership. Family Barkground consists of all the row
variables except ATTUD and ACHV.

ental-American, whereas a low score indicates that he is from
one of the remaining groups shown in table 2.4.6

In this study our primary variable of intcrest was the stu-
dent’s Attitude Toward Life, not his Achievement. Ideally,
therefore, we should have formed a measure of racial-ethnic
group membership by assigning ecach student the mean score at-
tained by his group on Attitude Toward Life. Had we done this,
however, the variable so created would have been highly related
to the one we created using the group means for Achievement.
This would have been so because the relative order of the group
means on Achievement and Attitude Toward Life are very simi-
lir. As table 2.3 shows, the correlation of the group means on
these variables is .94, and would have been unity were it not for
the crossover in ranks that takes place for the Mexican and
Indian groups in moving from Achicvement to Attitude Toward
Life (see table 2.2). These differences are sufficiently small
to allow us to use Racial-Ethnie Group Membership in this
study exactly as it was ereated for the carlier studies (Mayeske
et al, 1972a, 1872b). The differences are also small enough to
allow us to compare the role played by Racial-Ethnic Group
Membership in these different studices.

The correlates of Racial-Ethnic Group Membership (RETH)
with Achievement (ACHV) and with the variables of the Family
Background (I'B) sct are shown in table 2.5, It will be scen that
the largest single correlate of RETH is ACHV, which is as one
would expect, considering how Racial-Ethnic Group Membership
was construeted. The next highest values are for Socio-Economic
Status (SES), Family Structurce and Stability (I'SS), and Atti-
tude Toward Life (ATTUD). Somewhat lower than these and
closer together in magnitude are the correlates for Study Habits
(HBTS), Educational Plans and Desires (KDPLN), and Expec-
tations for Excellence (EXPTN). The multiple correlation of all
seven of these variables with RETH shows that they possess a
high degree of explanatory power. In addition, much of what the
I'B variables explain in RETH is independent of ACHV. This
can be observed if one subtracts the squared correlation for
ACHY from the squared multiple correlation for all seven vari-
ables. The resulting value is 9.1 pereent.

Sex differences in these correlates are seldom large. Females
have higher correlates than males for SES, FSS, HBTS, and
ACHYV, whereas males have higher correlates for EXPTN and

¢ Unless otherwise specified. students from the “other’ xnd *no response”
eategories will not he included in the analyses. Tence, the number of
studems in the analysis will correspond to thut shown in table 2.1,;
i.e., some 3,000 below the number in table 2.4.




Table 2.6—Correlation of Sex With Family Background, Attitude Toward Life, and Achievement, by Racial-Ethnic Group (RETH)

Racial-Ethnic Group !

Set of Variables | M P N [ w T T(A)
Socic-Economic Status (SES)..__........ . _._._. Jl 02 —04 —03 02 01 00 0o
Family Structure & Stability (FSS)... ._........ . 03 03 02 02 03 02 02 02
Expectations for Excellence (EXPTN)_ ... . ... —03 —01 —04 05 02 —01 01 01
Attitude Toward Life (ATTUD). ... ... _.... 04 08 06 11 11 08 08 08
Educational Plans (EDPLM). . ... .. .. ... ... .. 04 —02 02 08 04 —07 -04 —04
Study Habits (HBTS) . __ ... ... . ............ 11 09 08 11 06 15 13 13
Achievement (ACHV) ... ... . .. .. _.__. 01 04 04 02 03 05 04 04

Multiple Correlation2... ... i 15 15 15 15 12 23 19 19

'I=Indian; M=Mexican; P=Puerto kican; N=Negro; O=0Oriental; W=White; T=Total; T(A)="Total when dependent variable

(viz, sex) is adjusted for RETH.

* The multiple correlation of all 7 row variables with sex group membership. Family Background consists of all the row variables ex-

cept ATTUD and ACHV,

EDPLXN. The male-female correlates are the same for ATTUD.
The level of explanation of RETH from these seven variables,
as indicated by the differences in their squared multiple correla-
tions, is about 7 pereent gr ater for females than for males.
Similarly, the pereentage of RETH that can be explained by the
FB vartables independently of ACHYV, obtained as deseribed
above, ts almost 10 pereent for females as compared with 8 per-
cent for males, Consequently, one's membership in a particular
racial-ethuie group has more predictable eonsequences for fe-
males than for males both before and after the respective
acliicvement levels of each group have been taken into account.
These correlates should help us to understand more fully the
kinds of relationships that are being introdueed into the analyses
when all of the racial-ethnie groups are included in the same
framework, as well as the kinds of differences that are being
climinated when the groups are kept separate.

There remains one other kind of group difference that is of
particular interest to us: sex. We have scen in the case of Racial-
Ethnie¢ Group Membership that the correlations of one variable
with another may vary by sex. However, we have not yet ox-
amined the extent to which sex differenees are associated both
with Achievement and with the family background measures
for each racial-ethnie group. Are the means for females on each
index very much higher than those for males, or are they very
similar? In order to show the nature of these relationships, the
correlations of Achievement and of cach family hackground
measure with sex are given in table 2.6. Here, sex was
coded as a variable, with females receiving a high score and
males a low score. Henee, a positive correlation indicates that
females have o higher mean score on the variables than males,
while a4 negative correlation indicates that males have the higher
scorc. The greater the mean difference between the sex groups
on the variable, the larger is the correlation obtained.

Corrclations for each of the six racial-ethnic groups are shown
in table 2.6.7 In the two right-hand columns, “T” designates
“Total,” indicating that all students are ineluded in the analysis
without regard to Racial-Ethnic Group Membership, and
“T(A)" indicates that for ““T” the dependent variable, in this
ease sex, was first adjusted for Racial-Ethnie Group Member-
ship by means of partial correlation techniques. Thus the vari-
able being analyzed in this latter case is sex adjusted for Racial-
Ethnic Group Membership.

It will be seen from table 2.6 that differences between the

Tl'l'hc number of students in these analyses is the same as in table 2.1,
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sexes are low for nearly all variables, particularly SES and
F'SS. They are also low for EXPTN, but slightly higher for the
remaining variables. For ATTUD, females uniformly report a
more optimistic outlook thai do males. Females also have bet-
ter study habits and slightly higher achievement levels than
males, although males have slightly higher aspirations overall,
There is, however, some variation by racial-ethnic group, with
white and Mexican-American males showing higher aspirations
but with the opposite tendency among Indian Amcricans,
Puerto Ricans, Negroes, and Oriental-Americans. The row
labeled “Multiple Correlation” contains the eorrelation of these
seven variables with sex as the dependent variable. These values
show that groups other than whites are very similar. Oriental-
Americans have the lowest correlations, while the other four
nonwhite groups have correlations that are slightly higher but
are nevertheless greatly exceeded by those of the whites. Thus,
sex differences are more predictable or more fully explained
from these variables for whites than for the other ethnic groups.

Even though these correlations were higher for Attitude To-
ward Life than for the other variables, staiistical control of the
sex variable did not vield any notably different results. This is
not surprising, siniee the amount of variance removed from Atti-
tude Toward Life by such adjustments is never more than 1
percent.® Consequently, in the remainder of this monograph
mean differences among the sexes will not be used as a variable.
However, since we do expeet the correlations to diff r at times
for males and females, we will use sex as a stratifving variable.?

We have seen that there is a remarkably high degree of con-
sistency in the relative standing of each of the six racial-ethnic
group means on cach of the family background measures as well
as on Achievement. It was this consistency that allowed us to
use Racial-Ethnic Group Membership, a variable created for
use in the carlier studies. In this way we were able to include
the racial-ethnie factor as an aspeet of the individual student’s
family Background.

2.2. ATTiTUDE TOWARD LIFE: ITS NATURE AND
CORRELATES

Although this seetion may appear something of a digression,
the reader who takes the trouble to master its contents will find

8 That is, the highest correlations of sex and Attitude Toward Life are
for Negroes and whiwes and are on the order of .11, which, when squared,
yields 21 value of 1 pereent (see table 2.5. p. 12).

% In other words. analyses will be run jor males and fenules when they
are kept separate, but there will be no analyses in which adjustments are
made for mean differences associated with sex. ‘I'his is the opposite of the
procedure followed with Raeial-Ethnie Group Membership.
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‘Table 2.7.—Standard Deviation of \Attitude Toward Life (ATTUD)
for Yth-Grade Students, by Racial-Ethnic Group and Sex

Mexi- Puerto rien.

Sex Indian can Rican Negro tal White Total
Male. .. ... 473 5.36 647 635 4.79 3.96 4.74
Female . . 434 453 €.19 533 3.66 3.20 3.93

Total.... .. 4,56 5.04 635 589 435 362 4.38

his understanding of later seedons greatly enhaneed. Tt will be
recalled that the variable we nave called Attitude Toward Life
(ATTUD) is really a weighted camposite of 11 attitudinal items
(Mayveske et al, 19720, pp. 41-42). This composite was de-
veloped empirically, by means of factor analysis; that is why all
the items are correlated with one anothert A student with a
high score on this composite feels that people who aceept their
condition in hfe are not necessarily happier, and that hard
work is more important for suceess than good huek. He also be-
Heves that if he tries to get ahead he wall not eneounter obstaeles,
and that with a good edueation he will have no ditfieulty getting
a job. He would not saerifice everything to get uhead, and would
not waunt to change himself. He does not think he would do
better if his teachers went slower; he does think people who are
hike him have a chancee to be suceessful. We have interpreted
the eommon influence of these items us refleeting the student’s
outlook on life. Sinee this outlook has at least some of its roots
in school-related experienees, we have labeled this set of vari-
ables Attitude Toward Life.

Our interest in Attitude Toward Life stems from our Achieve-
ment Study (Maveske et al, 1972b). Here we observed that
Attitude Toward Life, Racial-lthnie Group Membership, and
Achievement displayed some interdependence even after other
aspeets of family hackground, sach as the level of human and
material resourees in the home, the expectations of student and
parent for schooling. and the activities they engaged in to
support these aspirations, had been taken into account. This
interdependener, reflected  the motivational
aspects of membership in aracial-cthnie group that pertainid to
achievement, hevond what we would expeet on the basis of these

wie l‘t-:lst)n('(l.

other family background considerations,

In addition, sowme degree of relationship persisted hetween
Attitude Toward Life and Achievement ceven after Raeial-
Ethnie Group Membership and different aspeets of the school
attended had heen taken intoseeount, Tous, these seemed to be
important. relationships, and ones about which we wanted to
loarn more. Thix monograph was the result of our interest.

Our first question was: How much diversity is there among
students with regard to their Attitude Toward Life? A< a meas-
ure of diversity we used the standard deviation, and obtained
the values shown in tuble 2.7, It witt be seenr that there isamueh
greater diversity of Attitude Toward Life for each minority
group than for the whites, This diversity is greatest for Puerto
Ricans and Negroes and least for Oriental-Americans. It follows
that minority group stndents differ more from one another in
their view of Nife than do whites, The male-female ditferenees

10 The same 11 items and weights were used for the 9th and 12th grades.
For the 6th grade, however, only 5 items were used. Two of these were
different from those used at the higher grades; different weights were also
usted. Satisfactory sets of attitudinal items were not avuilable at the lower
grades.

1 We used principal components analyses with varimax rotations of

Q aents having roots of 1 or greater.
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are alko most illuminating, for they show for each group that
nules differ more from one another than do females. These
findings suggest that sinee one group differs more than the other
(1.e., has more varianee), it may be possible for these greater
differenees to support higher correlations. These are coneerns to
which we shall return Iater on.

Another question of interest is: To what extent are Achieve-
ment and the different family background measures correlated
with Attitude Towurd Life? The relevant correlations are given
in table 2.8, from which it will be seen that the highest values
for each group are for Achievement and for the three motiva-
tional varinbles of Expeetations for Excellence, Educational
Phans and Desires, and Study Habits. Which one of these four
is highest and which one is lowest. depends for the most. part on
the group under consideration. However, the values for all four
vuriables are much higher than those for Socio-Economic Status
and Family Structure and Stability. It should be noted that the
vitlues for the two last-numed variables inerease somewhat
when all the groups ure combined (see the three columns headed
“Total (U)"). These increases are due to the differences on these
varinbles mmong the groups entering into the :m:;lysis. In this
connection, it should be noted that the highest values in nearly
every ease are for Oriental-Ameriean males. Sinee the differences
in question are quite substantial, it s not surprising that the
vilues inerease. By the same token, the values are reduced when
Attitude Toward Life is first adjusted for Racial-Ethnie Group
Membership (see the three columns headed “Total (A)7).2 It
will be seen from examination of the multiple eorrelations for all
six of these variables with Attitude Toward Life that these are
fuirly substantial correlations for this kind of data, and that
they are fuirly similar in magnitude. However, there is a tend-
eney, though a slight one, for the values to be greater for males
than for females, The most notable exeeption is for Indian and
Mexican-Ameriean females, who tend to have larger values. The
sume trend--larger correlations for Achievement, Faxpectations
for Lxecllence, Fdueational Plans and  Desires, and Study
Habits than for Socio-Feonomie Status or Family Structure and
Stubility—is evident for males as for females. Clearly, the two
Last-named sets of variables play a lesser role than the other
four in expluining Attitude Toward Life.

We are now in i position to rase vet another question,
namely: To what extent is Attitude Toward Life expliined by
the various possible combinations of these variables? Before at-
tempting to address this question we shall eategorize these
varinbles into sets and then arrange the sets in a simple quasi-
eausal order,

First, we ean treat the socioceonomic status of the student’s
frmily us one major variable on which students will differ in
wiys important to understanding the development of Attitude
Toward Life. Indeed, many lurge-seale studies have shown
Socio-Iseonomie Status to relate to a number of motivational
and achievement variables (Bachman, 1970; Mayeske, 1972b;
Husén, 19675 Shaveoft, 1967; Plowden, 1967; and Flanagan,
1964). It also scems ikely that an important role may be played
by the presenee or absence of key family members. For example,
father absence may play o greater rale in boys” than in girls’
attitudinal development. However, as we observed carlier, the
group means for Socio-Feonomie Status and Family Struceture

12 I'hese are the within-racial-ethnie-group correlations.



Table 2.8,—Correlation of Attitude Toward Life With Family Background and Achievement, by Racial-Ethnic Group and Sex

Set of Variables T Ir.d!{: ns E T Mex&:a ns T PuerloMR:cans E Neghzoes
Socio-Economic Status (SES)...._........_.... e 24 18 32 27 26 29 27 28 28 21 20 23
Family Structure and Stability (FSS). .. .. . e 21 18 24 20 20 21 18 18 17 18 18 17
Expectations for Exceilence (EXPTN).. . ... . _._.... 40 40 41 38 40 38 41 43 39 a7 50 43
Educationa! Plans and Desires (EDPLN)..._._..._... 38 39 37 37 39 36 43 44 45 45 45 43
Study Habits (HBTS). ... .. ... ... ... ... . ... 45 42 48 43 41 45 45 48 41 43 44 39
Achievement (ACHV).. ... ... ... ... .. ._._....... 37 36 39 41 41 42 39 37 40 38 38 38

Multiple Correlation (MC) ... ... . ... ... ... 54 52 57 55 54 56 56 57 56 58 59 57
1

Set of Variables T One&tals T WhMtes F T TOtarJ‘i(U) T TOt?Jli *
Socio-Economic Status (SES)...... ... ... ... .. ... 27 26 31 27 27 28 33 32 34 25 25 25
Family Structure and Stability (FSS). ... .. ... . ... 34 39 26 18 20 14 25 26 23 18 19 16
Expectations for Excellence (EXPTN). ... . ... .. .... a7 50 a2 40 42 37 43 45 40 41 44 39
Educational Plans and Desires (EDPLN).__......_. .. 48 52 41 40 42 40 42 44 39 40 42 39
Study Habits (HBTS) ... ... .._........ e 45 45 45 40 41 36 44 4 42 41 42 38
Achievement (ACHV). ... .. .__. s 40 42 38 41 40 42 46 45 46 39 39 39

Multiple Correlation (MC). . ___.._. ... ... _._....... 57 61 56 53 54 52 58 58 57 54 54 53

NoTE—MC =multiple correlation of all 6 row variables with ATTUD. Family Background consists of all the row variables except

ACHV.

are highly correlated {see table 2.3, p. 12). Consequently, we will
regard these two variables as indieators of the family's position
in the soctal strueture. We shall eall these two variables, when
taken together, the student’s Home Background. When we put
all students together and introduee Racial-Ethnie Group Mem-
bership into the analvses we shall treat it as an aspect of Home
Background. This is beeause we have already found that there
was a great deal of confounding of Racial-Ethnie Group Mem-
bership, Socio-Economice Status, and Family Strueture and
Stability (Maveske ot al,, 1972h). We alen found that Raeial-
Ethnie Group Membership behaved more Like a soeial struetural
than an attitudinal variable. This isx not too surprising when
one considers that disproportionately greater numbers of minor-
ity group members are coneentrated in the lower socioeconomic
strata.

Finally, Fxpeetations for Excellence, Study Habits, Eduea-
tional Plans and Desires, and Achievement ean all be thought
of as intervening between the structuval aspeets of sodety repre-
sented by Home Background and the development of Attitude
Toward Life. The first three of these variubles are attitudinal
and motivational in nature: they represent the various expecta-
tions and aspirations that parents and students have for the
latter's schooling, as well as the activities that they both engage
in to support these aspirations. Accordingly, as we have already
stated, these three variables taken together have been labeled
“Pamily Process.” The other variable, Achievement, ean be
thought of as intervening between Home Background and Atti-
tude Toward Life. [n addition, Achievement can be thought of
as existing in both a eause and an effeet relationship with Family
Process. This 1s only another way of saving that although
knowledge of their child's achievement can cause parents to
alter their expeetations and aspirations for his schooling, these
expeetations and aspirations can serve to cnhanee his achieves
ment too. Also, the childs Attitude Toward Life and Achieve-
ment can be thought of as reciprocally influeneing one another
over time. Because of these kinds of cousiderations we shall treat
Achievement as a separate set.

The three sets of variables, Home Background (HI3), Family
Process (PRCS), and Achievement (ACHV), can now be entered
F TC series of regression analyses with Attitude Toward Life as
B K
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the dependent variable. Since it is plausible to think of the HB
variables as tending to be firse in 2 causal ordering, they will be
entered first into the regression. Since there are no obvious eri-
teria for second choice we shall deeide it arbitrarily by entering
Achievement seeond and Family Proeess last. Thus we obtain
three kinds of squared multiple eorrelation: HB; HB, ACHV;
and B, ACHV. These values, ealled pereentages of variation,
are given for cach roelal-cthnie group by sex in figure 2.1. In
addition, there are three types of analyses, labeled “T,” involv-
ing all the students. These types vary aceording to the status of
Racial-Ethnie Group Membership (RETH). For the “U” type,
RETH is excluded from the analyses, that is, ATTUD is unad-
justed for RETH. For the “I” type, RETH is included in the
HB set. For the “A” type, ATTUD is first adjusted for RETH
by means of partial eorrelation techniques, and then regression
analyses are condueted on the adjusted scores.®

As an example of some of these analyses let us observe the re-
sults for Indians in figure 2.1. It will be seen from the upper
left. portion of this figure that 8 pereent of the variation in
ATTUD (the crosshatched areas) can be accounted for by the
HB variables of SES and FSS. When ACHYV is entered into the
regression with HB this pereentage inereases to 16 (the slanted
and crosshatched areas together). When PRCS is also entered
the pereentage increases to 29 (the plain, slanted, and cross-
hatched arcas combined).

Figure 2.1 also shows that cach of the three sets substantially
inereases the pereentage of variation aceounted for. Shightly
greater variability in these pereentages is evidenced for the HB
analyses than for the others. Most of this is due to the Oriental-
Ameriean group. When all three sets are entered into the analy-
ses the smallest, pereentages are observed for whites and Indian
Americans, ard the largest for Negroes and Puerto Rieans. Sex
differences eanse some variations: Indian and Mexiean-Ameri-
el females show larger pereentages than the males of their re-
speetive groups. For the other groups males have larger pereent-
ages than females, For the “T7 analyses the pereentages tend
to be largest of all for the “U" and “I” types, whereas for the
“A" type they tend to be among the smallest, beeause of the

13 These are the within-racinl-ethnic-group analyses.
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FIGURE 2.1.

- PERCENTAGE OF VYARIATIGN IN ATTITUDE TOWARD LIFE
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substantial effect obtained by first eliminating RETH. In gen-
cral, we may note that about one-third of the total differences
among students in their Attitude Toward Life ecan be explained
by a combinration of Achicvement and these family background
factors."

At this point the reader may ask: What would the results
have been if these sets had been entered in a different order?
For instance, the family process set could have been entered

O his figure is taken from the “T(I)" analyses.
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first, and then the other sets. The reader may also wonder
which variables within cach set are playing the greatest roles.
The remainder of this chapter will be devoted to these questions. |

2.3. HOME BACKGROUND AND ATTITUDE TOWARD
LIFE

We observed in the previous section that Socio-Economic
Status and Family Structure and Stability were closely related ]
for all six racial-cthnic groups. We also ohserved that for each
individual group as well as for all students combined, Socio-




FIGURE 2.2. - COMMONALITY ANALYSES OF S0CIO-ECUNOMIC
STATUS AND FAMILY STRUCTURE AND
STABILITY WITH ATTITUDE TOWARD LIFE
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Economic Status had a iarger correlation with Attitude Toward
Life than did Family Structure and Stability. We therefore
wondered to what extent the possible effects of Family Structure
and Stability might be disentangled from thoese of Socio-Eco-
nomic Status. Was the role of Family Structure and Stability
that was independent of Socio-Economic Status greater for
some groups than for others? Or were the two sets so inter-
twined cven for individual students that when the possible ef-
fects of one were taken into account so too were the possible
effects of the other?

At first sight, the question might seem one that could be
settled by regression analysis. But whereas in the usual regres-
sion analysis it is possible to aseertain the magnitude of the role
played by one variable after a number of others have been taken
into acccunt, for this question we needed to know not only the
variables’ unique roles but their common roles as well. In order
to do this we used our commonality technique, outlined in the
appendix, as follows.

The percentage of variation in  Attitude Toward Life
(ATTUD) that can be uniquely associated with Socio-Economic
Status (SES) or Family Structure and Stability (IF'SS) is given
by the following equations, where U( ) designates the unique
role of the variable in the parentheses, and R?( ) the squared
correlation with ATTUD of the variable or variables in par-
entheses.

U(SES) =R?*SES, I'SS)—R¥FSS) (1
U(FSS) =R2(SES, FSS)—R*(SES) (2)
Then thoir’common portion, C, is given by:
C(SES, I'SS)=RXSES, F38) — U(SES) — U(I'SS) (3)

Given these three values, R*SES, I'SS) can be expressed as
their sum in the following manner:

R2(SLES, FSS) = C(SES, FSS) + U(SES) + U(ISS) 4

It will be seen that the R2(SES, IF'SS) values are the same as
these given for Home Background in figure 2.2. In order to
render these values comparable across groups cach term in
equation 4 can be divided by R*SES, I'SS), with the result
that the terms sum to 100 percent and the relative roles of the
variables are made comparable acress groups. We have called

this a “unitizing’’ operation and the resulting coefficients have,

been called “unitized commonality coefficients.” The unitized
cornmonalities for SES and FSS are shown graphically in figure
2.9

Figure 2.2 shows the unique and common roles played by
SES and I'SS tor each racial-ethnic group, by sex. It also shows
the same values for when ali students are combined (“Total”),
and for when they are combined after ATTUD is first adjusted
for differences in RETH (“Total (A)”’). We will interpret these
common portions as representing a confounding (i.c., without
any functional relation) and possible interplay of SES and FSS
as they relate to ATTUD. Figure 2.2 alsc shows that in almost
every case the role of SES substantially outweighs that of I'SS,
and that the common portion (i.e., the crosshatched arca)
usually equals or exceeds that of the unique portion for I'SS.
The major exception is for Oriental-Americans, for whom FSS
has the largest role. The extent to which the unique role of
3" exceeds that of I'SS is greatest for Puerto Ricans and
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whites, and lowest for Indian Americans and Negroes.’® When
all students are combined the role of SES is usually smaller than
it is for the scparate groups and that of the common portion
larger (see “Total (U)”). However, when ATTUD is adjusted
for RETH the role of SES becomes slightly larger and that of
their common role and the unique role for IFSS becomes smaller
(sce “Total (A)”).1

Within ecach racial-cthnic group there are some notable varia-
tions by sex. For cach group and every type of analysis the
unique role of FSS8 is larger and that of SES smaller for males
than for females. In several instances these differences are quite
pronounced—for example, for Orientals and Indians with re-
gard to IS8, and for Indians, Negroes, Orientals, and whites
with regard to SES. This also tends to be the case when all
students are combined (see “Total (U)"), though less so after
adjustment has been made for RETH (see “Total (A)"). From
these results we may infer that, except for Oriental-Americans,
the role of SES exceeds that of FSS to a substantial degree, but
that males show a greater semsitivity to FSS while females
show a greater sensitivity to SES. For Oriental-Americans the
latter also holds, although the role of SES exceeds that of FSS
for females but not for males. In addition, a substantial portion
of ATTUD explained by SES and I'SS is shared by them both
(i.c., they are inextricably intertwined).

We can now proeeed to the role played by the Home Back-
ground factors when placed in context with Achievement and
Family Process.

2.4. FAMILY BACKGROUND, ACHIEVEMENT, AND
ATTITUDE TOWARD LIFE

We saw in the previous section that, to a considerable extent,
the possible effeets of Family Structurc and Stability on Atti-
tude Toward Life were intertwined with those of Socio-Eco-
nomic Status. But what of the confounding of Home Back-
ground, Achievement, and Family Process? In order to examine
this we would need to perform a three-set commonality analysis,
as deseribed in the appendix, and then compare these results
for the different groups. However, the results from a three-set
commenality analysis yicld three unique values and four meas-

Table 2.9.—Percentage of Variation in Attitude Toward Life Ac-
counted for by Family Process Measures, by Racial-Ethnic Group
and Sex

Mexi- Puerto Orien- __Toi_
Sex Indian can Rican Negro tal White (U) () (A)
Total
Di... 4 5 4 4 2 3 6 6 3
D.... 86 83 88 a8 94 89 82 82 90
Male
Dy... 4 4 3 3 4 3 5 6 3
Da... 85 86 91 91 89 90 85 83 90
Female
Di-.. 5 6 6 5 4 4 6 7 4
Ds... 85 81 81 84 87 85 81 79 86

15 Iixcept again for Oriental-Americans, of whom the reverse is true.
18 The “Total (I)"” analysis is not conducted here, since RETH is not
directly classifiable as either onc of these factors.




ures of confounding.!” Clearly, for 27 groups these three-set
analyses would require far too many comparisons.!®* Fortun-
ately, there is a simplifying strategy that will allow us to reduce
the number of eomparisons considerably. The rationale for this
will, however, require some elaboration.

As we have explained in the appendix, the results from a three-
set commonality analysis allow us to express the squared multi-
ple correlation for each set with the dependent variable—in this
ease, Attitude Toward Life—as a function of its different orders
of commonality. For our three-set case these would be:

R*HB)=C(HB, ACHV, PRCS) + C(HB, ACHV)

+C(E3B, PRCS) + U(HB) (1)
R¥ACHV)=C(HB, ACHV, PRCS)+ C(ACHV, HB)

+C(ACHV, PRCS) + U(ACHYV) (2)
R*(PRCS)=C(HB, ACHV, PRCS) + C(PRCS, HB)

+C(PRCS, ACHV) + U(PRCS) 3)

Now if one of these sets should happen to capture most of the
variation in ATTUD explained by all three sets together, then
we could focus on the results for that set only, thus greatly re-
ducing the number of comparisons to be made. We decided
whether or not this was the case by comparing the value of R?
for each individual set with the value of R? for all three sets.
When we made these comparisons we noted that the R for
PRCS was always close to the value obtained for the three-set
value. In order to display this in a systematic manner we have
presented two sets of computations in table 2.9. The first row,
labeled Dy, presents the following:

D,=R*HB, ACHV, PRCS)—R2(PRCS) (4)
"The second row, labeled D,, presents the following:

R*(PRCS)

D.= R}(HB, ACHV, PRCS)

()

where D; indicates the percentage of total variance in ATTUD
explained by HB and ACHV that is independent of PRCS.1?
Table 2.9 shows that the percentage of total variation in
ATTUD that is independent of PRCS is usually small, ranging
from 2 percent for Oriental-Americans to near 7 percent for the
“Total (I)" type of analysis. This means that if we focus on the
commonality results fer R2(PRCS) alone, we will be overlooking
only about 7 percent, at most, of the variance explained by
these three sets. '

The ratio given by D, shows the percentage of the variation
explained by all three sets that is explained by the PRCS set.
These percentages show that the proportion captured by the
PRCS set is very high, usually above 80 percent and sometimes
above 90 pereent. We may also note that these values are
greater for males than for females. This indicates that of the
erplained variance for the three sets, PRCS accounts for a
greater share in the ease of maies than of females. In other
words, boys—independently of their Home Background and
Achievement—are more sensitive to Family Process than are

1 Three for the 2-way combinations and 1 for the 3-way combination.

18 That is, for 9 racial-ethnic and total groups multiplied by 3 breakdowns
(into male, female, and total).

Q s difference can be regarded as the unique role for the combined

E MCB and ACHYV.
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girls. These combined results suggest that if we focus only on
the results for Family Process we will not overlook much. Before
we go on, however, we should ask which one of the sets, HB or
ACHYV, accounts for the percentage that will be overlooked.
The results of commonality analyses (not reported here) showed
that it was ACHV.

The next question we faced was: What are the unique and
common roles played by Family Process in Attitude Toward
Life? By “common’’ we mean the percentage that Family Proc-
ess (PRCS) shares with either Home Background (HB),
Achievement (ACHV), or both. In order to render these values
comparable across groups we divided equation (3) by R{(PRCS),
so that the results for each group summed to 100 percent. The
values so obtained are given in graphic form in figure 2.3.

Before we proceed with a discussion of these results a word
about their presentation may be in order. Let us consider equs-
tion (8) after it has been divided by R2(PRCS):

100=C(PRCS, ACHV, HB) +C{PRCS, ACHYV)

(1) @)
+C(PRCS, HB) + U(PRCS)
6) 4)

In figure 2.3 the plain portions correspond to (1), the slanted
lines frem upper left to lower right to (2), the slanted lines
from upper right to lower left to (3), and the crosshatched areas
to (4).

Figure 2.3 shows that, for every group, the unique value for
Family Process (PRCS)—i.e., the crosshatched arca—is almost
always greater than any of the higher order coefficients. These
results, along with those discussed in table 2.9 (p. 18), indicate
that the set of Family Process factors plays the greatest role in
Attitude Toward Life (ATTUD). However, there is a substan-
tial confounding of these three sets with one another in the way
they relate to Attitude Toward Life. This can be seen from the
magnitude of the higher order commonalities, particularly the
dotted and right-slanted areas. In examining these areas more
closely for each racial-ethnic group we can note that, except for
Oriental-Americans, the dotted and right-slanted areas are usu-
ally 2 to 4 times larger than those for the left-slanted areas.
These results indicate that the confounding and possible inter-
play of PRCS is greatest for its combination with Achievement
(ACHYV) and its three-way combination with Achievement and
Home Background. Of these latter, the values of the three-way
combination tend to equal or exceed those of its combination
with Achievement, except for Puerto Ricans and Negroes. The
latter results tend also to hold for Oriental-Americans, except
that the combination of Family Process with Home Background
is greater for them. These results show that although Family
Process has a large unique role in Attitude Toward Life, there
is still a considerable portion of Family Process in Attitude To-
ward Life that is involved with the student’s Achievement and
Home Background combined. Still another portion is invelved
with his Achievement. To the extent that such results, together
with those from table 2.9, represent a mutual interplay of these
three sets, they indicate that Home Background and Achieve-
ment have very small effects on Attitude Toward Life that are
independent of Family Process. What effects these sets do have
can be thought of as operating in common with Family Process.
There are also some noticeable variations by secx. Thus, for fe-
males more of the possible effects of Family Process on Attitude
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FIGURE 2.3. - THE UNIQUE AND COMMON ROLES OF FAMILY PROCESS MEASURES
IN ATTITUDE TOWARRD LIFE
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Toward Life are vonfounded with different coribinations of
Home Background and Achievement than is the case for males,

In following a logical sequence it scems onfy natural to in-
quire as to which aspects of the family process set play the
greatest role in Attitude Toward Life. This is taken up in the
next section.,

2.5. THE INDEPENDENT ROLE OF FAMILY PROCESS
FACTORS IN ATTITUDE TOWARD LIFE

We saw in the previous section that the set of variables we
have called Family Process plays a large role in Attitude To-
ward Life, independently of Home Background and Achieve-
ment. We may inquire then as to which aspeets of the family
process set play the greatest indepepdent role.

It will be recalled that the three variables of which Family
Processis made up are Edueational Plansand Desires (EDPLXN),
Expectations for Excellenee (EXPTN), and Study Habits
(HBTS).2? We divided these three variables into two sets. The
first consisted of EDPLN and was taken to represent the stu-
dent’s longer range motivations. The second consisted of
EXPTYN and HBTS, and was taken to represent the student’s
more inmmediate motivations. This latter set was called Other
Motivational Measures (OTHER). Commonality analyses were
run with these two sets of variables after adjustments had first
been made in Attitude Toward Life for Home Background and
Achievement by means of partial correlation techniques. Re-
turning to figure 2.3 (p. 20) we can sece that the portions of
Family Process in Attitude Toward Life that are independent
of Home Background and Achievement are represented by the
double-crosshatched areas only. The values for these areas
represent a substantial portion of the variance in Attitude
Toward Life explained by these three sets.?

Unitized commonality analyses for these two sets of variables
are given in graphie form in figure 2.4. Here, it will be seen that
for cach separate group, as well as for the “Total” analyses,
both before and after adjustments are made for Racial-Ethnic
Group Membership, the role of Other Motivational Measures in
Attitude Toward Life far ontweighs that of Educational Plans
and Desires. The common portions indicate that to the extent
that Educational Plans and Desires play a role in Attitude To-
ward Life, most of this role is confounded with the other motiva-
tionul measures. Some variations by sex are apparent, but they
do not eonsistently favor one group over the other. Thus the
set called “Other” has a greater role in Attitude Toward Life
for female than for male Indian Americans, Mexican-Americans,
and Oriental-Americans, while for the other groups this role is
greater for males than for females. The role of Educational
Plans and Desires tends also to be somewhat greater for male
Puerto Ricans, Negroes, and whites than for the females of each
group. Such differences by sex beeome much less pronounced
when all studenits are combined, both before and after adjust-
ment is made for Racial-Ethnic Group Membership.

These results suggest that it is the more immediate kinds of
student and parent involvement rather than their longer range
plans that make a difference in their outlook on life. In the
next chapter we see how the stability of the results obtained in
this chapter holds up for different regions of the cc antry.

® For more details on these variables, see pp. 4-5.
2 These values ure obtained by subtracting the value for the shaded
Q@ th crosshatched and slanted lines) from that for uil 3 areas.
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2.6. THE SEPARATE ROLES OF HOME RACKGROUND,
FAMILY PROCESS MEASURES, AND ACHIEVEMENT
IN ATTITUDE TOWARD LIFE

In order to gain an ceven better understanding of how differ-
ent aspeets of the student’s family background relate to his
Attitude Toward Life when placed in context with other vari-
ables, we shall conduct, for all students combined, some three-
and four-set commonality analys.s. We shall not conduet them
for the separate racial-ethnie groups by sex because the results
of such an analysis would be far too numerous to manage.

In the previous sections we saw how Home Background and
Family Process relate to Attitude Toward Life for cach of the
separate racial-ethnic groups, by sex. In addition, we studied
how these sets relate to Attitude Toward Life for all students,
when Racial-Ethnic Group Membership was and was not in-
ciuded as an aspeet of Home Buckground. However, this does
not tell us how each of these sepurate Home Background vari-
ables relates to Attitude Toward Life when placed in context
with the Family Process set. Accordingly, our first question in
this section is: What are the magnitudes of the relative roles
played in Attitude Toward Life by each of the three home back-
ground variables of Socio-Economice Status, Family Structure
and Stability, and Racial-Ethnic Group Membership when
placed in context with the set of three family process measures?

The answer to this question, in the form of a four-set com-
monality analysis, is given in table 2.10.2 These results are or-
ganized in a somewhat different manner than heretofore and
henee require special comment. The commonality coefficients
have been unitized by dividing each one by the total squared
multiple correlation (R-SQ(T)) of 36. Hence, 36 pereent of the
total differences among students in their Attitude Toward Life
can be explained by these four sets of variables. The rows
labeled “SUN €7 give the percentage of explained variation
that can be accounted for by the variable or set of variables in
that column. For example, 40 percent of the explained variance
in Attitude Toward Life can be aceounted for by Socio-Eco-
nomic Status, and this value is ¢btained by summing the coeffi-
cients in that column. Morcover, all of this 40 pereent is con-
founded with the other three sets, as is evidenced by the zero
unique value, U(X;) for SES. Most of the confounding for
Socio-Feanomie Status oceurs at the seeond order with Family
Process (12 pereent), with Family Structure and Stability and
Family Process (10 pereent) at the third order, and with Racial-
Ethnic Group Membership and Family Process (5 pereent).
Another 11 pereent is inscparably intertwined with the other
three sets. In & similar manner, of the 30 pereent of Attitude
Toward Life that is explained by Family Structure and Sta-
bility, 6 percent is in common with Family Process, 10 percent
with Socio-Economic Status and Family Process, and 11 percent
with the other three sets. Of these four sets of variables Racial-
Ethnic Group Membership has the second largest unique value
but the smallest pereentage sum. However, this unique vaiue of
6 pereent for Racial-Ethnie Group Membership is almost 8
times less than the unique value for Family Process. The re-
maining 19 percent of Racial-Ethnie Group Membership is con-
founded with the other sets. Most of this oceurs in its two-way
combination with Socio-Economie Status (12 percent) and

2 These analyses use the full number of 133,136 9th-grade students as
indieated in table 2.4 (p. 12). An exposition of the 4-set commonality
analyses will be found in the Technical Supplement.
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FIGURE 2.8. - COMMONALITY ANALYSES OF EDUCATIONAL
PLANS AND OTHER MOTIVATIONAL MEASURES
WITH ATTITUDE TOWARD LIFE
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Table 2.10.—Commonality Analyses ¢f 3 Home Background and
Family Process Measures With Attiiude Toward Life

1 2 3 a4
SES FSS RETH PRCS
Ve O Y 0 0 6 46
C(XIX2) o -l 0 0o .. ..
C(X1X3). ...l 1 1
C(X1X4). ... LI 12 L 12
C(X2X3).. ... . Il ) 0 0
C(X2X4). .. ...l - 6 .. 6
C(X3X4). ... - .1 -1
C(X1X2X3y. ..l 1 1 1 1
C(X1X2X4y . I 10 10 ___ 10
C(X1X3X4). 1Tl 5 .. 5 5
C(X2X3X4)_ ...l 2 2 2
C(X1x2X3X4).. ... I 11 11 11 11
SUM ... LT 40 30 25 92
R-SQ(T)...... . ol 36

NoTE.~—Number of 9th-grade students = 133,136,

Family Structure and Stability (6 percent); a lesser role is
played by its three-way combinations with Socio-Economic
Status and Family Structure and Stability (10 percent) and
with Socio-Eeonomie Status and Racial-Ethnic Group Member-
ship (5 percent). However, the percentage of Racial-Ethnic
Group Membership that is confounded with the other three sots
is onc of the largest of all (11 percent).

These analyses have shown that when the three Home Back-
ground measures of Socio-Economic Status, Family Structure
and Stability, and Racial-Ethnic Group Membership are placed
in context with the set of Family Process Measures as they re-
late to Attitude Toward Life, the roles of Socio-Economic
Status and Family Structure and Stability are completely con-
founded. Most of this occurs cither in their two-way combi-
nation (X1X4 or X2X4) or in their three-way combination
(X1X2X4) with Family Process, and to some extent in their
four-way combination (X1X2X3X4). Racial-Ethnic Group
Membership had the second largest unique value, but this was
8 times smaller than that of Family Process. This unique value
of 6 percent for Racial-Ethnic Group Membership may repre-
sent the motivational aspects of such membership—aspeets
that are unrelated to the other kinds of variables. Of the vari-
ance in Racial-Ethnic Group Membership that was confounded,
most oecurred for its rhree-way combination with Sccio-Eco-
nomic Status and Family Process (X1X3X4), and for its com-
bination with all the other sets. However. almost all of the
explained variance in Attitude Toward Life can be accounted
for by the set of Family Process measures. Of the half of the
explained variance that is confounded with the other sets, most
occurs with Socio-Economic Status and Family Structure and
Stability.

Our next task was to diseover how these relationships might
change when Achievement was entered into the analysis. We
therefore asked: What is the magnitude of the relative roles
played in Attitude Toward Life (ATTUD) by the set of Home
Background measures? in order to show the role played by
Racial-Ethnic Group Membership (RETH) in these analyses,
we defined Home Background (HB) in two ways. In the first
way, Home Background included Socio-Economic Status (SES)
and Family Structure and Stability (FSS). In the second, the
sct of HB measures included RETH as well as SES and FSS.
This latter way was labeled “HB(I),” to show that RETH had
been included as an aspect of HB. The results of the three-set

El{ll Cnality analyses involving these sets of variables are
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given in table 2.11, which shows that the inclusion of RETH
adds very little by way of explanation. This can be scen from
the magnitudes of the squared multiple correlations, R-SQ(T),
which differ by only 1 percent. Hence, about 39 percent of the
differcrices amcng students in ATTUD can be explained by
these sets of variables. When the squared multiple correlations
are divided out, we can sce that the cffect of including RETH
as an aspect of HB is to increase the unique value of HB and
its portion in common with ACHV, C(X1X2), on the one hand,
and to decrease its common portion with PRCS, C(X1X3),
and with both PRCS and ACHV, C(X1X2X3), on the other.
The inclusion of RETH also tends to reduce the unique value
for ACHV and to increase its confounding with HB. However,
it has very little effect on PRCS. ’

Finally, we can see from the row labeled “SUM 9, that the
sct of PRCS measures accounts for about 86 percent of the ex-
plained variation, while ACHV accounts for 57 percent and HB
for 50 pereent. The magnitude of the unique values also follows
this ordering: that for PRCS is about 4 times greater than that
for ACHV and 16 times greater than that for HB(I). The ex-
tent to which cach variable is confounded with the others also
follcws vhis ordering, with the percentages confounded being:
PRCS, 54; ACHV,.50; and HB, 48. For each of the threc sets
most of this confounding occurs in their relationship with one
another, C{X1X2X3). About cqual proportions of PRCS are
confounded with HB and with ACHV (C(X1X3) and
C(X2X3)), whereas more of ACHV is confounded with PRCS
than with HB (C(X2X3) as opposed to C(X1X2)). Similarly,
more of HB is confounded with PRCS than with ACHV
(C(X1X3) as opposed to C(X1X2)). Henee, the sct of three
PRCS measures, when put in context with HB and ACHV,
still plays a large common and unique role in explaining differ-
ences among students in ATTUD.

The previous analyses have shown that Family Process fig-
ures importantly in the explanation of Attitude Toward Life.
It scems only natural, then, to inquire as to which aspeets of the
family process set may be playing the greatest role. In section
2.5, in order to reduce the number of comparisons, we divided
the set of three Family Process measures into two subsets. In
this section, however, because we are dealing with &ll the stu-
dents at once, we shall keep each variable separate and study
the manner in which it relates to Attitude Toward Life. Ac-
cordingly, our question is: What are the magnitudes of the rela-
tive roles played by cach of three Family Process measures in

ttitude Toward Life? Since these magnitudes may vary ac-
cording to which other variables have been taken inte account,
we shall conduct these analyses both before and after Attitude

Table 2.11.—Commonality Analyses of Home Background, Achieve-
ment, and Family Process With Attitude Toward Life

1 2 3
HB  HB @) ACHV PRCS
116.0) TORT 0 2 11 7 3 32
COXIx2). .. 2 6 2 6 ...
C(X1X3). . ...l 11 10 ... .. 11 10
C(x2x3).. ...l 12 12 12 12
C(X1X2X3)_ ... ... 33 32 33 32 33 32
SUM ... L] 46 50 58 57 87 36
R-SQ(TY... ...l 38 39 ___

NoTE.—Number of 9th-grade students = 133,136. HB consists of
SES and FSS, while HB(I) designates HB with Racial-Ethnic
Group Membership included.
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Table 2.12.—Commonality Analyses of the 3 Family Process Measures With Attitude Toward Life, When Adjusted for Different Aspects

of Home Background and Achieyement

Ed ucatiO{'ai Plans

HB (
HEB (i) ACHV u

Study Habits
3

Expeck)ations

| HB (
) HB HB (i) ACH(‘)

U HB HEB
(010,4) S e S 7 8 10 5 B 15 15 16 16 22 20 29
CXIX2)y ... ... .. : L 9 11 12 7 9 11 12 7 - - .-
CXIX3). _........ .. e o .. 9 7 7 6 . .- - 9 7 7 6
C(X2X3) . ....... I - - .- 14 16 15 19 14 i6 15 19
C(X1X2%3)....._. e el e 36 21 21 17 36 21 21 17 36 21 21 17
SUM%. ..o . 61 47 50 35 67 63 63 59 75 66 63 71
RSQ(TY....... ... . ... .. - - - - 33 20 21 17 . - .- -

NOTE.—"U" designates ATTUD before any adjustments were made; “HB” adjustments in ATTUD for HB;
HB including RETH; and “HB(I}, ACHV," adjustments for both HB(I)

Toward Life has been adjusted for a variety of background
conditions. The results of these analysex are given in table 2,12,
which gives the results of three-set commonality analyses for
four different kinds of condition.

For the first kind of condition, Iabeled “U," Attitude Toward
Life (ATTUD) is not adjusted for any other relationship. For
the second kind, Home Background (HB), Attitude Toward
Life s first adjusted for its relationship with Socio-Economic
Stutus (SES) and Family Strueture and Stability (IFS8), after
which three-set commonality analyses are run. For the third
condition, the adjustments are made for Home Background in-
chuding Racial-Ethnie Group Membership, designated HB(I),
while for the fourth adjustments are made for both HB(I) and
Achievement. Int table 2,12, the results of these analyses have
been organized under cach family process variable, so that one
can see the changes that oceur in the eoefficients as the adjust-
ment conditions change. In order to render the results compar-
able across conditions the commonality cocflicients were first
unitized. It will be seen from the row libeled “R-8Q(T)” that
tiese 3 variables explained 33 pereent of the total differences
among students in Attitude Toward Life. After adjustments
were made for Home Background they accounted for 20 pereent
of the varintion that remuained; after adjustments were made
for HB(I). they wecounted for 21 pereent ; and after adjustments
were made for HB(I) and ACHV. they accounted for 17 pereent,

For each condition, it will be seen that after the R-SQ(T)’s
have been divided out the largest role, both total (SUXL ¢,
and unique (U(X3)), is for Study Habits (HBTS). Next Lurgest,
ix Expectations for Excellence (EXTTN), while the smallest is
Educational Plans and Desires. For each adjustment we can
also note a sizable confounding of the thirce variables with one
another as they relate to ATTUD. Indeed. the magnitude of
this third-order coeflicient usually exeeeds that of any of the
lower order coeflicients. At the second order, the largest com-
monulities ocenr for EXPTN and HBTS. These results are con-
sistent with those in seetion 2.5, where we saw that when the
two varinbles of EXPTN and HBTS were eombined into a
single sct, their unique role in AXTTUD far outweighed that of
EDPLXN, and they had a large commorn role. Beeanse of those
results as well as the ones observed here, we are inelined to
attribute most of the explanatory power of Attitude Toward
Life to Expeetations for Excellenee and Study Habits rather
than to Educational Plans and Desires. This suggests that it is
the immediate and personalized kinds of parent-child involve-
nlwnt. that play o large role in the formation of Attitude Toward
LS
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“HB(I)" adjustments for
and ACHV. Number of 9th-grade students=133,136,

Life, both before and after Home Background and Achieve-
ment huve been taken into account. 2

2.7. SUMMARY

In this chapter the roles of Family Background (FB) and
Achievement (ACHV) in Attitude Toward Life (ATTUD) were
investigated for students of different. racial-ethnic group mem-
bership, by sex. The manner in which these groups differed from
one another on each of these variables was examined. We
found that whites and Oriental-Amerieans ranked highest, and
the other groups eonsiderably Tower. '

We ereated a variable that indieated in which one of these
gronps a stiudent had membership. This variable, ealled Racial-
Ethnie Growp Membership (RETH), was incorporated into our
analyses of individual students as an aspect of FB, Correlates
of RETH for cach of the separate variables showed that these
group differences were most pronounced for Socio-Feonomic
Status (S155), Family Structure and Stability (FSS), and
Achievement (ACHV). Although there were significant male-
female differences it the correlation of one variable with another,
the mean differenees among the males and females of each racial-
cthaie group were not of sufficient magnitude to warrant further
investigation,

Whites displayed less diversity in Attitude Toward Life than
did the other racial-cthnic groups; there was also less diversity
among the females of cach group than among the males. These
differences impelled us to ook for corresponding differences in
Achievement and Family Background. We found that although
there werr sume group differenees in the way the separate vari-
ubles were correlated with Attitude Toward Life, the correla-
tions for Achievement, Expectations for Excecllenee (EXPTN),
Educational Plans and Desires (EDPLYN), and Study Habits
(HBTS) were much higher than for Socio-Economic Status or
for Family Structure and Stubility. The multiple correlations of
these 6 variubles were maderately high and fairly similar in
value, ranging from a high of 61 to a low of 52 Sex differences
in these relationships were slight and were not, uniformly greater
for one group than for the ather.

It also scemed reasemable to suppose that the presence or

# This is not to say that Home Background and Achievement do not
figure importantly in Attitude Townrd Life. In fact, as was shown in table
201, pe 23, together they explain about 6 pereent of the total variance in
Attitede Toward Life. This value was obtained by summing the common-
ality coefficients that involve only Home Background and Achievement.




absence of key family members would figure importantly in the
development of Attitude Towuard Life, and that family disrup-
tion in the form of father absence might have more detrimental
effeets for boys than for givls. Qur prior analyses had shown
that Socio-Economic Status (SES), Family Structure and Sta-
bility (FSS), and Racial-Ethnie Group Membership (RETH)
were highly related, and that consequently their separate roles
in Attitude Toward Life (AT'TUD) might bc difficult to dis-
entangle. Accordingly, we used a technique called commonality
analysis that allowed us to express the separable aspeets of
each variable in ATTUD as well as the way in which they were
inseparablv intertwined. The first question we posed in this way
vas: What are the relative roles played in Attitude Toward
Life by Socio-Economic Status and Family Structure and
Stability?

We found that for each group about one-fourth to one-third
of the differences among students in Attitude Toward Life that
could be explained by Socio-Economic Status and by Family
Structure and Stability were inseparably intertwined among
these two latter variables. The remaining portions, however,
could be associated with either of them, and it is with these
portions that we are chiefly concerned here. For the purposes of
this summary, we shall divide the portion that eould be uniquely
assoctated with Socio-Economic Status by that uniquely asscei-
ated with Family Structure and Stability. These ratios, listed
in the following table, will be greater than | when the role of
Socio-Iiconomic Status exceeds that of Family Structure and
Stability, equal to 1 when their roles are equal, and less than
1 when the role of Family Structure and Stability exceeds that
of Socio-Economie Status.

SES/FSS
Group Total Male Female
Indian._ ... ... ... 1.73 .97 2.04
Mexican. ... oo ..-.... 2.84 2.65 3.80
Puerto Riean. ____.._.______. 6.30 5.17 11.17
Negro.__ ... ... _....... 1.74 1.48 2.50
Oriental . __ ... ... .. ... 45 .16 1.80
White_ . ... 5.17 3.18 12.33
Total (U)_ . ... ... 3.33 2.56 5.18
Total (A) .o 3.29 2.55 5.42

The ratios show that in almost every case the unique role of
Socig-Economic Status in Attitude Toward Life exeeeds that of
Family Structure and Stability—usually to a substantial degree.
The main exception is for Oriental-American males, for whom
the unique role of Family Structure and Stability exceeds that
of Socio-Economic Status. The “total’” analyses show the re-
sults obtained when all students are combined without regard to
Racial-Ethnic Group Membership (“Total (U)”), and when
Attitude Toward Life is first adjusted for Racial-Ethnic Group
Membership (“Total (A)”). In every instance the ratio for fe-
males is greater than for males, which indicates that males are
more sensitive to I'SS faetors than are females. On the basis of
these analyses, we concluded that the role of Socio-Economic
Status exceeded that of Family Structure and Stability, often to
a substantial extent. We also concluded that the role of Family
Structure and Stability that is independent of Socio-Economic
Status is small, although a sufficient portion is inseparably inter-

'@ ° with Socio-Economic Status to be worth including in
E Mc‘a]yscs as a single set {called Home Background).

For the next anzlyses, we formed a set of variables called
Family Process (PRCS) by grouping together the three vari-
ables of Expectations for Excellence (EXTPN), Educational
Plans and Desires (EDPLN), and Study Habits (HBTS). This
set was called Family Process (PRCS), because it referred tc
the expectations and aspirations that both parent and student
had for the student’s schooling and to the activities in which
they engaged to support these aspirations. Analyses with Family
Process showed that Home Background and Achievement con-
tributed very little to the explanation of Attitude Toward Lifc
after the portion accounted for by the family process set had
been taken into cousideration.?* We were therefore able to use
our commonality technique to delineate the unique role of
Family Prccess in Attitude Toward Life, and the extent tc
which this role was shared with Home Background and Achieve-
ment. The question posed was: What are the unique and eom-
mon roles played by Family Process in Attitude Toward Life!
By “‘common” we mean the percentage that Family Process
shared with cither Home Background or Achievement, or witk
both. We found that some 40 to 60 percent of the differences
among students in their Attitude Toward Life that could be ex-
plained by Family Process were uniquely attributable to is.
These values were lowest for Oricntal-Americans and whites,
and highest for Negroes (see figure 2.3, p. 20). The percentage
that Family Process shared with the other sets tended to be
largest, for its combination with Home Background and Achieve:
ment and next largest for its combination with Achievement.
For Negroes and Puerto Ricans, however, the combination with
Achievement was larger. There were also sex differences: for
instance, the unique role of Family Process was greater for males
than for females.

We next examined the roles played by different aspects of
Family Process after differences in Attitude Toward Life asso-
ciated with Home Background and Achievement had first been
set aside.® For these analyses we separated Family Process into
the longer range motivational factors represented by Educa-
tional Plans and Desires, and the shorter range ones represented
by Expectations for Excellence and Study Habits (we called the
latter Other Motivational Measures). The question asked was:
What are the relative roles played by Educational Plans and
Desires and by Other Motivational Measures in Attitude To-
ward Life, after considerations of differences attributable to
Home Bac.round and Achievement have been set aside? By
way of summary, the unique role for Other Motivational Meas-
ures (OTHER) divided by that for Educational Plans und De-
sires (EDPLN) is shown in the following table:

OTHER/EDPILN!
Group Total Male Female
Indian_ _ ... .._..__..- 32.50 19.00 75.00
Mexiean. ... ... .___.. 35.00 22.00 75.00
Puerto Rican.__ _____._____. 6.88 9.50 4.33
Negro.. ... 6.38 10.60 5.00
Oriental . ________________._ 5.22 2.62 36.50
White.. .. ... 7.88 7.38 5.27
Total (U)o ... 16.50 15.75 10.83
Total (A)._ ... ... 7.63 12.00 7.63

1In every case, OTHER cxceeds EDPLN to a substantial degree; if the
roles were equal, the ratio would be 1.0.

2 Achievement contributed much more than Home Background.
25 Or adjusted for, by means of partial correlation techniques.
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These ratios show that Other Motivational Measures plays not
merely a greater but a far greater role than Educational Plans
and Desires, which has a substantial portion in common with
Other Motivational Measures but a very small unique role. Sex
differeniees were also apparent; however, they did not consist-
catly favor one group over the other, and they diminished after
all students were combined, both before and after adjustments
were made for Racial-Ethnic Group Membership. These results
suggest that it is the more immediate kinds of student and
parent involvement rather than their longer range plans that
make a difference in the student’s outlook on life.

We have seen in this chapter that: (1) except for Oriental-
Americans, the role of Family Structure and Stability in Atti-
tude Toward Life that is independent of Soeio-Economic Status
i= quite small, most of its possible effects being confounded with
Socio-Economic Status; (2) a set of variables called Home Back-

O
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ground, comprised of Socio-Economic Status, Family Structure
and Stability, and Achievement, made very little contribution
to Attitude Toward Life after differences in Family Process had
been taken into account; (3) of the variation explained by
Family Process, about 40 to 60 percent was uniquely attribut-
able to it, while the remaining variation was inseparable from
the possible cffects of Home Background and Achievement
combined with Family Proeess, or from those of Achievement
and Family Process combined ;2 (4) of those aspects of Family
Process that played the greatest role in Attitude Toward Life
after diffcrences attributable to Home Background and Achieve-
ment had been set aside, the more immediate kinds of parent-
child involvement once more played a far greater role than any
longer range cducational aspirations.

26 Of these the former tended to be greater than the latter.




3. Family, Achievement, and Attitude Toward Life: Geographic Variations

In the previous chapter we examined the roles of Achievement
and Family Background from a national viewpoint. However,
we did not allow for the possibility that the physical and social
well-being of the various racial-ethnic groups, as well as their
opportunitics for employment and advancement, may differ
for different parts of the country. Since these variations may
in turn relate to an individual's cutlook on life, we decided to
treat them in a separate chapter. The four geographic groupings
used were: nonmetropolitan North; metropolitan North; non-
mnetropolitan South; and metropolitan South.!

The main question addressed in this chapter is: How do the
relative roles of Achievement and of the different family Back-
ground variables with Attitude Toward Life differ for each of
these geographic groupings? By Fanily Backgronnd we mean a
sct consisting of Socio-Economic Status, Family Structure and
Stability, Expectations for Excellencs, Study Habits, and Edu-
cational Plans and Desires. Socio-Economic Status and Family
Structure and Stability together are called Home Background,
while the remaining variables are called Family Process. Ac-
cordingly, our main question can be respecified as the following
four questions:

1. How do the relative roles of Socio-Economic Status and
Family Structure and Stability differ for cach geographie
locale?

2. How do the relative roles of Home Background, Achieve-
ment, and Family Process in Attitude Toward Life differ
for these same locales?

3. What is the magnitude of the role played in Attitude
Toward Life by Educational Plans and Degires and the
other family process measures, after students have been
equated for differences in their Home Background and
Achievement?

4. How does average Attitude Toward Life differ from one
locale to another?

We addressed these questions for each of the racial-ethnic
groups and for differences between the sexes within each group.
With so many groups there was an unusually large number of
comparisons. Accordingly, the present chapter contains only
summaries of these analyses; the complete analyses are given in
the Technical Supplement.? A few words should be added about
the way in which these summaries are organized. For every
summary, a regional value is given for each racial-ethnic group
and “total” analysis. For all groups except Oriental-Americans,
the North-South, metropolitan-nonmetropolitan classification
was used. A somewhat different classification was nccessary for
Oriental-Americans because they tend to be clustered on the
cast and west coasts.

! The States included in these groupings are given in chapter 1 (p. 6).
? Ai"-“ah]e from the senior author at the U.S. Office of Education, 400
l: lch Ave., SW., Washington, D.C. 20202.
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In most of the following %ables, a column labeled “Sex”
shows the extent to which one sex outranked the other in a
preponderance of the regions. This is designated either by
M>F when males exceeded females or F>M when females
exceeded males.® When the results favored neither sex, the
entry “Region” was made.t

As in chapter 2, we used three types of “total’”’ analyses.
“Total (U)” significs that all groups were combined in the same
framework, ‘“Total (I)” that Racial-Ethnic Group Membership
was included as an aspect of Family Background, and “Total
(A)” that Attitude Toward Life was adjusted for Racial-Ethnic
Group Membership before the analyses were run.

It should also be noted that these geographic analyses used
the ninth-grade data throughout. As we remarked in chapter 2
(p. 11), the 9th grade was selected because the indices were
most reliably measured at the 9th and 12th grades, and most
of the dropouts had not yet oceurred at the 9th grade. The
total number of students in each locale and the proportion of
males (Pm) are given in table 3.1. on page 28.

3.1. GEOGRAPHIC VARIATIONS IN THE DEPENDENCE
OF ATTITUDE TOWARD LIFE ON ACHIEVEMENT
AND FAMILY BACKGROUND

Before we could take up our four main questions we had to
make the regional and group results tnore comparable by
eliminating differences in the extent to which Attitude Toward
Life was explained by the various sets of variables. Such differ-
ences indicate the extent to which Attitude Toward Life is more
fully explained by or more dependent upon these variables for
some groups than for others. Thus we eliminated these differ-
ences because we were interested in the explanatory role of one
set compared with that of another set.

The percentages of variation, or R-squares, explained by
Achievement and the five Family Background variables for
cach geographic locale are summarized in table 3.2. It will be
seen that this percentage is generally lower in the North, and
that it tends to get progressively higher as one moves from the
North to the South. For example, the values for Indians and
Mexican-Americans show an inereasing progression from the
nonmetropolitan North to the metropolitan North through the
nonmetropolitan South and the metropolitan South. For Puerto
Ricans and Negroes, on the other hand, the highest values are
in the nonmetropolitan South. The next highest values for
Puerto Ricans occur in the tnetropolitan South, whereas for
Negroes the metropolitan values, for both North and South,
are equal. For whites, the progression is somewhat weaker:
their values in the South are not only equal but hardly greater
than those in the North. Unlike the other groups, whites in the

3 For example when males exceeded femules in 3 out of 4 regions this was
depicted by M >F. For Orientals one group had to exceed the other in
only 2 out of 3 regions.

4 1.e., the sex differences depended upon the region under consideration.
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Table 3.1.—Number of 9th-Grade Students and Percentage Male (P.), by Racial-Ethnic Group Membership and Geographic Locale

North South
NONMET MET NONMET MET
Racial-Ethnic Group Number Pw Number Pm Number m Number Pm
Indian .. __.... I [ 960 51 8l1 56 893 52 213 55
Mexican ... . . ... ... ... ... ..... . 603 57 2,510 56 1,921 59 745 59
PuertoRican_.._. ... ... ... ... 99 62 2,959 48 455 6l 189 65
Negro. . .. . ... . .. e 1,212 49 14,450 48 13,362 47 8,241 49
White. ... _ ... . ... ... 11,830 51 42,800 50 15,238 50 6,885 50
Total .. .. ... 15,015 52 64,857 50 31,929 50 16,307 51
Mid-Atlantic Far West
Oriental____.....__.. . .. e e il 318 53 228 60 941 49

Nore—~—*Total” represents the sum of the groups for euch geographic locale, including Orientals for that locale.

North show greater dependence in nonnmetropolitan than in
metropolitan areas. The “total” analyses refleet the general
progression from North to South. Oriental-Americans, who have
a different geographie dispersion, show a greater dependence in
the Far West than in the Mid-Atlantie.

What generalizations ean we make on the basis of these
results? We know that the institution of easte is more pro-
nounced in the South than in the North; perhags this has some-
thing to do with the larger pereentages for the nonwhite groups.
Also, there may be other circumstances in the South that
reinf{oree this trend. Later analyses, which show the roles played
by different sets of variables, will give us greater insight into
some of the possible influences,

We should not pass on to our next question without reviewing
what table 3.2 has to tcll us about the influcenee of sex differences.
It will be seen from the column labeled “Sex” that male Negroes,
whites, and Oriental-Amerieans show a greater dependenee than
the females of their own group in a preponderance of regions;
this 1s also true of all groups combined (see the rows labeled
“Total™). For Mexican-Americans and Puerto Rieans however,
it is the females who show greater dependence. Sex differenees
for Indians depend upon region: in the North the males have
larger pereentages, but the opposite is true in the South. We
should note, however, that for no group is the sex difference
pronounced, being usually in the range of 2 to 6 pereentage
points.® The roles played by different variables in these results
are taken up in the following seetions.

Table 3.2.—Summary of Percentage of Variation in Attitude Toward
Life Explained by Family Background and Achievement, by
Geographic Locale, Sex, and Racial-Ethnic Group

North South
NON- NON.

Racial-Ethni. aroup MET MET MET MET Sex
Indian_ ... ... . ........... 27 30 31 38 Region
Mexican . ... ... ... 23 27 32 38 F>M
Puerto Rican . .._...._... ..... 27 31 48 33 F>M
Negro. ... ...... ...o...... 22 35 37 35 M>F
White_ ... ... ... .. 29 27 30 30 M>F

Total(U).... ... . ... .. . 30 33 36 35 M>F
Total(l). .. ... ... ... .. ..._. 30 34 37 36 M>F
Total{lA).....ocoie oo 28 28 31 32 M>F
Mid-Atlantic Far West
NON- NON-
MET MET MET MET
Oriental . ____._ ... ._._.......... — 31 33 M>F
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3.2. GEOGRAPHIC VARIATIONS IN THE DEPENDENCE
OF ATTITUDE TOWARD LIFE ON SOCIO-ECONOMIC
STATUS AND FAMILY STRUCTURE AND STABILITY

If there are greater opportunities for advancement and seif-
betterment for sonie of these groups in some regions than in
others, 1t would seem reasonable to assume that the structure
of onc's family might come to play a greater role in Attitude
Toward Life (ATTUD) where these opportunities are present
than where they are not. For example, in the case of Negroes
we might speculate that in regions where the institution of caste
is less pronounced, parent-child relationships may play a greater
role in shaping one’s outlook than where that institution pre-
cludes participation in different areas of life. Accordingly, we
examined the relative roles played by Socio-Economie Status
(SES) and Family Struecture and Stability (FFSS) to sce if they
changed systematieally with cach geographie locale.

A summary of the results of unitized commonality analyses
of SES aund FS88 are given in table 3.3, In order to summarize
these many analyses, table 3.3 presents ratios of U(SES), the
unique role for SES, divided by U(FSS8), the unique role for
FSS. When this ratio is greater than 1 it indieates that the
role of SES exceeds that of FSS—the more so, the larger the
value. When the ratio is less than 1 it indieates that the role
of ¥8S exceeds that of SEES—the moreso, the smaller the value.
It will be seen from table 3.3 that for every group in almost
every locale, the role of SES execeds that of ¥SS. The extent
of this departure is greatest by far for whites. Notable exceptions
oceur for Puerto Rieans in the nonmetropolitan North and for

e

Table 3.3.—Summary of the Relative Roles of Socio-Economic Sta-
tus and Family Structure in Attitude Toward Life, by Geographic
Locale, Sex, and Racial-Ethnic Group Membership

North SES‘FSS South

NON- NON-

Racial-Ethnic Group MET MET MET MET Sex
Indian. ._....... . ... .._.. 2.5 2.4 4.3 1.9 Region
Mexican.. . ... ... 1.6 3.8 38 1.1 Region
Puerto Rican. __....._ . ... ... -1 24.3 1.6 53 F>M
Negro. . ... ... .. 6.3 1.3 2.4 34 F>M
White... ... ... . ... 4.8 7.2 7.0 2.6 F>M

Total(U).. ... . .. ......_. 4.8 3.8 4.2 2.7 F>M
Total(A).... ... ... . ... .. 4.4 4.0 4.1 2.5 F>M
Mid-Atlantic Far West
NON- NON-
MET MET MET MET
6 4 M>F

Oriental___... . . ... . __. —* 18.5

! The vaiue actually obtained was .01,
*Too few cases for inclusion here.



Oriental-Americans in the Far West. Indeed, for the latter
group we are inclined to conelude that FSS plays a somewhat
greater role in ATTUD than does SES.

The common portions also showed considerable regional vari-
ability, from a high of about 35 percent to a low of about 20
pereent. These results are not suinmarized here.

It will be seen from the columu labeled “Sex” that in most
regions the role of SES exeeeds that of FSS to a greater extent
for female than for male Puerto Rieans, Negroes, and whites,
as well as for all groups eombined. For Oriental-Amerieans just
the opposite is the ease, while for Indians and Mexican-Ameri-
cans the ratio is greater for females than for males in the North
but not in the South, and for Indians the ratio is greater for
females in the metropolitan North and nonmetropolitan South.
Another way of saying this is that for most groups ATTUD is
more sensitive to FSS, independently of SES, for boys than for
girls. The major exception is for Giiental-Amnericans, among
whom females show greater sensitivity than males.

On the basis of these analyses we are inclined to conelude that:
(1) SES plays a mueh greater role in ATTUD than does FSS,
exeept for Oriental-Americans for whom the reverse is true;
(2) ATTUD shows a greater sensitivity to FSS for boys than
for girls, with the same exeeption for Oriental-Americans. We
were unable to diseern a systematic relationship between the
attributes of the region and the magnitude of the ratios
examined.

3.3. GEOGRAPHIC VARIATIONS IN THE DEPENDENCE
OF ATTITUDE TOWARD LIFE ON HOME
BACKGROUND, ACHIEVEMENT, AND FAMILY
PROCESS

We noted in the previous ehapter that the set of variables
ealled Family Process played a large role in Attitude Toward
Life independently of Home Background and Achievement. In
this chapter, however, we did not use all the variables that
make up these sets; having introduced the geographie factor,
we would have had too many separate groups to deal with.
Instead, we used only two sets of variables. The first set con-
sisted of the two Homne Background variables of Socio-Economic
Status and Family Structure and Stability, with the variable
known as Achievement. We called this three-variable set HB-
ACHY. The sccond set was Family Process (PRCS).® Our main
interest in these analyses was in the extent to whieh the unique
role of PRCS exceeded that of the set ealled HB-ACHYV in cach
region. In other words, are the results we observed in chapter 2
stable phenomena or do they depend upon the region? We also
wanted to know if there was a systematie relationship between
the magnitude of the results and the attributes of the regions.

In order to summarize the results of the unitized common-
alities we divided the unique role of PRCS by that for HB-
ACHV. The ratio so produced is greater than 1 when the role
of PRCS exceeds that of HB-ACHYV, 1 when their relative roles
are exactly equal, and less than 1 when the role of HB-ACHY
exceeds that of PRCS. Before we look at these ratios however,
we may ask about the magnitude of the portion for each group
in cach locale. To what extent do “high HB” families with
“high ACHV" children tend to engage in the types of activity

s Consisting of Ixpectations for Excellence (EXPTN), Educational
l: lillcnnd Desires (15[)PLN), and Study labits (HBTS).
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Table 3.4.—Summary of the Relative Roles of Family Background
und Achievement in Attitude Toward Life, by Geographic Locale,
Sex, and Racial-Ethnic Group Membership

North PRCS/HB/ACHV South
ON- NON-

Racial-Ethnic Group MET MET MET MET Sex
Indian . ... 4.2 2.2 23 34 M>F
Mexican_ ... . . __......_... 1.7 2.7 2.7 1.7 M>F
Puerto Rican_ _.___._.._..___._. 4.6 2.1 57 106 M>F
Negro. . .o 1.9 5.0 49 €4 M>F
White. ... ... 2.4 28 1.9 6.7 M>F

Total{U). .. ............ ee.. 20 2.1 1.6 3.0 M>F
Totab (1) ... ... 2.0 1.9 1.6 2.7 M>F
Total(A)..... . ... 2.4 4.0 3.5 6.1 M>F
Mid-Atlantic Far West
NON- NON-.
MET MET MET MET
Oriental__...____..____.__._.... ! .8 6.4 1.5 M>F

! Too few cases for inclusion here.

of which Family Process is an indicator—and do they engage
in them more than “low HB” familics with “low ACHV”
children? The answer is that there is a considerable tendency
for “high HB"” familics to engage in such activities, as can be
secn fromn the substantial comninon portions (usually from 35
to 55 pereent). These results will be found in the Technical
Supplement.

To return to the unique role of Family Process (PRCS), it
will be seen from table 3.4 that for each group in almost every
locale the role of family proeess factors in Attitude Toward
Life exeeeds that of our HB-ACHY sct, often to a considerable
extent. The only exeeption is that of Mid-Atlantie, metropolitan
Orientals for whoin the roles are more nearly equal but favor
somewhat the HB-ACHY sct. For the other groups, the role of
Family Process tends to be greatest for Puerto Ricans, Indian
Amerieans, Negroes, and the analyses labeled “Fotal (A).” Its
role tends to be smallest for the “total (U)”’ and “total (I)”
analyses. The latter results reflect in part the status of Racial-
Ethnie Group Membership (RETH): when RETH is ineluded
as an aspeet of HB the ratios are among the smallest, but when
it 1s first explicitly omitted they are among the largest of all,
However, the ratios do not readily yicld any systeinatic regional
relationships, exeept for Oriental-Americans. For these latter,
the role of PRCS excceds that of HB-ACHY to & greater extent
in the Far West than in the Mid-Atlantie region. Curiously, in
the Far West this tendency is more pronounced in noninetro-
politan than in metropolitan areas. It can be scen from the
“sex’’ column that these ratios are uniformly greater for males
than for females in a preponderance of the regions. Henee,
Attitude Toward Life for males shows a much greater sensi-
tivity to Family Process factors, relative to HB-ACHY, than
it does for females.

In summary, these analyses have shown that for all groups
in almost all locales the unique role of Family Process faetors
eonsiderably execeds those of Home Background and Achieve-
ment. However, we should not overlook the faet that these sets
share from about one-third to a little over one-half of the vari-
anee. It is clear, then, that “high HB” families with high-
achieving children are very much prone to engage in the kinds
of activity that we have labeled Family Process. We have seen
in addition that for boys Attitude Toward Life shows a greater
sensitivity to Family Process than it does for girls.
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3.4. GEOGRAPHIC VARIATIONS IN THE DEPENDENCE
OF ATTITUDE TOWARD LIFE ON TWO ASPECTS OF
FAMILY PROCESS, WITH HOME BACKGROUND
AND ACHIEVEMENT CONTROLLED

Our main interest here was to see if the results observed in
chapter 2 for the two Family Process variables called Educa-
tional Plans and Desires (EDPLN) and Other Motivational
Measures {OTHER) were stable for different regions of the
country. First, adjustments were made in Attitude Toward
Life for Home Background and Achievement. Unitized common-
ality analyses of EDPLN and OTHER were then run. The
common portions showed that about one-fourth to one-third of
their explained variance was shared in com: on. This suggests
that students and parents who score high on EDPLN are more
prone to engage in the kinds ‘of activity we have called
OTHER—and vice versa. By far the larger role, however, be-
longs to OTHE, as can be seen from the ratios in table 3.5.
This table shows that the role of OTHER often dramatically
exceeds that of EDPLN, except for Mid-Atlantic Oriental-
Americans. The sex differences, however, are not consistent:
the ratios are greater for male than for female Indian Americans,
Puerto Ricans, Negroes, and whites, but for female than for
male Mexican- and Criental-Auniericans. Sex differences for the
“total” analyses appear to depend upon the region.

We are inclined to conclude, therefore, that of those factors
related to Attitude Toward Life after ronsiderations of Home
Background and Achievement have been set aside, the set
called Other Motivational Measures plays ‘4" much greater
explanatory role than does Educational Plans and Desires.
Since the former set contains *he variables that pertain to the
more immediate kinds of parent-child involvement, we are
inclined to conclude that these variables play a greater role in
Attitude Toward Life.

3.5. E'E(éGRAPHIC VARIATIONS IN ATTITUDE TOWARD

In studying the extent to which Attitude Toward Life
(ATTUD) differs both across and within geographic locales for
cach racial-ethnic group and by sex, we are interested primarily
in the consistency of the results observed in the previous chapter.
For example: Do females tend on the average to score higher
than males on Attitude Toward Life? In order to summarize
these and other mean differences of interest, we comnputed three
kinds of summary figures, called “sigma gaps” or “‘sigma lags’

Table 3.5.—Summary of the Relative Roles of Educational Plans
and Other Mctivational Measures in Attitude Toward Life, by
Geographic Locale, Sex, and Racial-Ethnic Group Membership

North OTHER/EDPLN South
NON- NON-

Racial-Ethnic Group ME MET MET MET Sex
Indian.. ... ... ........ 15,0 67.0 79.0 750 M>F
Mexican. ... .. ... ... 11.7 73.0 102 75.0 F>M
Peuto Rican_.... ___._......... 4.2 6.2 11.2 7.7 M>F
Negro. ... ... ... ......... 2.3 6.3 6.1 68 M>F
White. ... ._....... 9.4 7.6 7.8 6.1 M>F

Total(U).. ... ... ... ... 108 168 16.0 10.2 Region
Total(A)..o. ... ... 93 128 10.2 8.6 Region
Mid-Atlantic Far Wecst
NON- HON.
MET MET MET MET
Oriental_____._.___.._... ... —! .5 8.5 1.1 F>M

Table 3.6.—Summary of Differences in Average Attitude Toward
Lifei‘by Geographic Locale, Sex, and Racial-Ethnic Group Mem-
bership

North South
NON- NON.

Racial-Ethnic Group MET MET MET MET Sex Region
Indian_............. 6 .6 4 4 4F>M 2
Mexican_..___..._._. .3 .5 6 4 3 F>M 4
Puerto Rican....... .6 9 9 1.0 3F>M .6
Negro. ... .._..... 4 .6 7 6 4F>M 4
White 2. ________.__. [¢] c 1 1 2F>M 1

Mid-Atlantic Far West

NON- NON.

MET MET MET MET
Oriental_....._...... —3 2 3 3 3F>M 1

' Since the algebraic sign is always negative: for each group, it is
not included in the table.

° The deviations for whites are taken from their highest mear
value, which occurred in the North (the metropolitan and non-
metropolitan northern means were identical). The deviations for
Orientals are taken from the northern value for whites.

* Too few cases for inclusion here.

because they involved deviations taken from a mean and ex-
pressed in terms of sigma, or standard eviation, units.” The
three sigma gaps in question were:

L. White-other within-region gap.—This figure was com-
puted by subtracting the mean of the nonwhite group
frem the mean of the white group within each region,
and dividing the results by the standard deviation of
the distribution of ATTUD for all students. For ex-
ample, in table 3.6, the value of 0.6 for Indian Americans
in the nonmetropolitan North was obtained by sub-
tracting their mean of 46.14 from the corresponding
regional mean of 51.76 for whites, dividing this difference
by 10 (which is the standard deviation for all students),
and then rounding to 1 decimal place. Since the
algebraic sign is always negative for each group it is not
included in the table.

2. Mazimum within-region sex gap.—Within each region
the difference between the means of the males and the
females was obtained and was divided by the standard
deviation of ATTUD for all students. The largest of
these values for the different regional groups was then
selected as the maximurs sex gap for that racial-ethnic
group. If the mean for femnales excecded that for males
in tirree or more of the geographic groups, this was
indicated by the inequality F>M. These entries are
given in the “sex’’ column of table 3.6.

3. Maxvmum between-region gap.—This figure was obtained
by sclecting the maximum differences between means
across regional groups, dividing by 10, the sigma (or
standard deviation) for all students, and rounding to
1 decitnal place. This maximum difference might be
between either males or females in different geographic
locales, or between the entire group in one locale as
compared with that in another. These values are given
in the column labeled “Region” in table 3.6.

The white-other gap, as can be seen from both pairs of
“North” and “South” columns in table 3.6, is greatest for
Puerto Ricans. Negroes have the next largest gap, followed

ll Too few cases for inclusion here.
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closely by Indisns and hMexican-Americans. Oriental-Americans
have the smallest gap of all—smalier in the Mid-Atlantic region
than in the Far West. Northern whites have the highest mean
value, followed closcly by southern whites. For all groups there
does not appear to be a systematic regional progression in these
values. Thus for Indians larger values occur in the North than
in the South, whereas for Mexicans, Puerto Ricans, and Negroes
the reverse tends to oceur, although exceptions are not hard
to find.

It will be seen from the “sex” c¢olumn in table 3.6 that, for
most regions, females have a consistently higher mean than
males. This male-feinale difference (i.c., the within-region sex
gap) is greatest for Indians and Negroes, being on the order of
0.4 of a standard deviation, and least for whites, with a differ-
ence of 0.2 of a standard deviation. The differences for the other
groups are on the order of 0.3 of a standard deviation.

Finally, the eolumn labeled ‘‘Region” in table 3.6 shows the
largest mean difference between regions, in sigma units (i.c.,
the maximuin between-region gap), for each racial-ethnic group.
These differences are largest for Puerto Ricans (0.6 of 'a standard
deviation), and next largest for Mexican-Americans and Negroes
(0.4 of a standard deviaticn}, who are followed by Indian
Americans (0.2 of a standard deviation). The lowest values are
for Oriental-Americans and whites {0.1 of a standzrd deviation).
Clearly, thien, there are fairly substantial regional differences
for seme of these groups; indeed, at times these differences
approach the extent to which the same groups differ from
whites.

3.6. SUMMARY

In this chapter we exainined regional variations in the roles
played by Achievement and Family Background factors in
Attitude Toward Life, for the different racial-ethnic groups, by
sex. We found that for groups other than Oriental-Americans
the dependence of Attitude Toward Life on Family Background
(FB) and Achievement (ACHYV) is greater, or more fuily ex-
plained, in the South than in the North. The chief exception
was the dependence of Oriental-Americans, which was greater
in the West than in the East (in the West it was greater in the
nonmetropolitan than in the metropolitan areas). This was due
partly to the fact that most Oriental-Americans live on cither
the east or the west coast.

The level of explanaticn of Attitude Toward Life was found
to differ by sex across regions. Male Negroes, whites, and
Oriental-Americans had larger values than female ones. Just
the opposite was observed for Mexican-Americans and Puerto
Ricans, whercas for Indians sex differences tended to depend
on region. Sex differences were seldom large for any group. We
conjectured that the greater dependence of Attitude Toward
Life on Family Background and Achievernent in the South than
in the North, particularly for the case in which all students were
combined in the same framework, might be related in part to

the fact that the institution of caste as well as other stratification
practices were more highly developed there; that is, as of 1965.

We next examined geographic variations in the relative roles
played in Attitude Toward Life (ATTUD) by Family Structure
and Stability (FSS) and Socio-Economic Status (SES). We
found that, for a preponderance of the regions, SES played a
much greater role in ATTUD than did FSS except for Oriental-
Americans, for whom the reversc was true. Also for a pre-
ponderance of regions, ATTUD showed a greater sensitivity to
FSS, independently of SES, for boys than for girls, except
again for Oriental-Americans, for whom the reverse was true.
We could find no systematic regional progression in these
relationships. _

We also examincd geographic variations in Home Background
(HB) and Achicvement (ACHYV) combined, when compared
with the role of Family Process (PRCS). Substantial common
portions were observed, which indicated that students with
higher ACHYV scores fromn the “higher HB'' families also tended
to be the ones who scorea high on variables in the PRCS set.
However, the values for the unique roles of these variables
showed that, for all groups, the role of PRCS considerably out-
weighed that of HB and ACHYV combined. In addition, ATTUD
showed a greater sensitivity to PRCS factors, independently of
HB and ACHYV, for boys than for girls. However, we could
find no systematic regional differences in these relationships.

The relative roles of Educational Plans and Desires (EDPLN)
and the other Family Process variables, called Other Moti-
vational Measures (OTHER), were analyzed for their con-
sistency. Our analyses showed that after considerations of HB
and ACHV in ATTUD had becn set aside, the set called OTHER
played a much greater explanatory role than did EDPLN. This
was so for all racigl-cthnic groups in a preponderance of the
regions. However, sex differences were not consistent from one
racial-ethnic group to another, nor were there any systematic
regional relationships. Since OTHER contains the variables
that pertain to the more immediate kinds of parent-child in-
volvement, while EDPLN pertains t¢ the longer range edu-
cational and occupational aspirations of parents and children,
we are inclined to conclude that these latter kinds of involve-
ment play a greater role in ATTUD.

Finally, in average scores on Attitude Toward Life, Indians
lagged whites to a greater extent in the North than in the
South, whereas for Mexicans, Puerto Ricans, and Negroes there
wus a slight tendency for this gap to be greater in the South
than in the North. West-coast Orientals differed more from
whites than did east-coast Orientals. Females in general had a
consistently more optimistic outlook on life than did males.
The maximum between-region gap was for Puerto Ricans (0.6
of a standard deviation), and the minimum one was for Oriental-
Americans (0.2 of a standard deviation). At times, the regionsal
differences for some of these groups approached but did not
equal the extent to which they differed from whites.
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4. Family Background, Achievement, and Attitude Toward Life at the Individual and School Levels

In this chapter and the next we shall examine the role of
various school factors in the direction taken by Attitude Toward
Life. We shall first develop in some detail the concepts of : (1)
differences among students; (2) differences among schools; (3)
differences among students within schools. All these concepts are
of great importance to the study of school influences because
they indicate the maximum extent to which the differences
among individual students can be explained by differences in the
characteristies of the schools they attend. In this way they help
us to judge the extent to which the schools as they are currently
constituted (that is, as of about 1965) may serve as a vehiele for
improving the achicvement and motivation of school-age chil-
dren.

In general, we can think of the differences among students on
an attribute such as Attitude Toward Life as being made up of
two parts. The first part is the extent to which the attribute is
associated with the different schools students attend. For ex-
ample, some schools will have a higher average score on Attitude
Toward Life (ATTUD} than other schools beeause they contain
a greater proportion of students who believe they ean influence
their life through the avenue of education (a belief that is one
component of ATTUD). This source of variation was labeled
“DAS" for “differences among schools.” The second part is the
extent to which students within schools—that is, in the same
school—differ from one another on an attribute. Returning to
our cxample of Attitude Toward Lif¢, we cun recognize that in
any school, regardless of the school’s average score, some stu-
dents will have higher scores—indieating a more optimistic
outlook on life—than others. This source of variation was labeled
“DWS” for “differences among students within schools.” The
sum of DAS and DWS gives the total differences among students,
a quantity that was labcled “DAT.”

The term “DAS” is of particular interest because it represents
the extent to which a particular attribute, such as ATTUD,
might be influenced by altering the characteristies of the schools.
This term, as we will usc it, is obtained by squaring the correla-
tion between the individual student variable and the school
mean counterpart.! If, for example, the corrclation hetween
individual student ATTUD and school mean ATTUD is 0.4,
then 0.18, or 16 percent of the variance in individual student
ATTUD, is the maximum amount that ean he explained by dif-
ferences among schools.? Since 1.00 is the maximum value that a
correlation coefficient can assume, the amount that is left un-
explained is 1.00—0.16, or 0.84. This latter amount is relegated
to the tern. DWS (and to error),

We are now it & position to formulate the main questions that

1'The data ansalysis model that yields these kinds of correlation is de-
seribed in the appendix.

2To be technically correct we must recognize that it is theoretically
possible for this value to get larger if other individual student variables
are first entered into the regression. The conditions under which this
‘""—“l'mns are peculiar and seldom oceur in practice (see the Technical

¥ ment).
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will be addressed in this chapter. They are:

1. To what extent are Attitude Toward Life, Achievement,
and the various Family Baekground measures associated
with the schools students attend?

[

How do the relative roles of Home Background, Family
Process, and Achicvement in Attitude Toward Life
change at the individual and aggregate (i.c., school)
level?

3. How do the results for (2) change when Racial-Ethnic
Group Membership is introduced into the analysis?

4.1. PERCENT OF VARIATION IN INDIVIDUAL STUDENT
MEASURES ASSOCIATED WITH THE SCHOOLS
STUDENTS ATTEND

Table 4.1 shows the values of DAS for sclected student meas-
ures at the ninth-grade level. These figures indieate the extent
to which students who are similar with regard to each attribute
g0 to school with one another. We can see from this table that
the greatest aggregation of similar students by school oceurs on
the basis of Raeial-Ethnic Group Membership. Such aggrogation
oceurs to a sumewhat lesser extent for Socio-Economic Status
and to an even lesser extent for Family Structure and Stability.
The percentages for the other measures reflect both the alloca-
tion of students into schools on the basis of these attributes and
the possible offeets of the schools on these attributes. Not sur-
prisingly, the highest percentage here is for ACHY. The next
highest is for Attitude Toward Life, which is followed by Study
Habits and by Educational Plans and Desires. The smallest
value, 6 pereent, occurs for Expeetations for Excellence. Clearly,
then, some of the highest values occur for variables that can be
taken to represent the family’s social struetural background or,
as we have preferred to call it, Home Background.* Of the vari-
ables that do not form part of Home Background, the highest
values arc for Achicvement and Attitude Toward Life. The value
of 16 pereent for Attitude Toward Life, it will be reealled, repre-
sents the pereentage of it that is climinated when differences
among schools are set aside.

We have already shown in the Achievement Study (Mayeske
et al., 1972b, chapter 5) that the regional variation in DAS is
considerable. The percentages are higher in the South than in
the North, and in the North they are higher in metropolitan
than in nonmetropolitan areas. The differences between North
and South are especially pronounced for Racial-ethnie Group
Membership and for Attitude Toward Life.

3Tn these guestions the term “individual level” is used to refer to total
differences among students and to differences among students within
schools, while the terin “aggregate level,” or “school level,” is used to refer
to differences among schools.

4 Consisting of Socio-Feonomic Status, Family Structure and Stability,
and Racial-Ethnie Group Membership.
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Table 4.1.—Percentage of Variation in Individual Student Measures
Associated With the Schools Students Attend

Table 4.2.—Correlation of Attitude Toward Life (ATTUD) for
Total, Among. and Within Differences

Set of Variables Percentage
Socio-Economic Status (SES) .. ... ... ... 26
Family Structure and Stability (FSS). . .._...... . ... 12
Racial-Ethnic Group Membership (RETH) ... ... ... . 57
Achievement (ACHV). ... ... . ... ... .. ... 27
Expectations for Excellence (EXPTN). .. ... .. .. ... 6
Attitude Toward Life (ATTUD)__ .. .. ... . ....... ... 16
Educational Plans and Desires (EDPLN)._.._.. .. e 9
Study Habits (HBTS). ... i 10

Number of Schools. ... ... ... ..., 923
Number of Students.. ... . ...

133,136

4.2, CORRELATES OF ATTITUDE TOWARD LIFE AT THE
INDIVIDUAL AND SCHOOL LEVELS

Before considering our second question we may focus on how
total (“ "), among- (A7), and within-school (W) analyses
are canducted, Tt will be reealled that the data analysis model
we are using generates correlations among individual students,
among schools. and between individual students and the schools
they attend. For illustrative purposes let us assume that we
want to conduct a regression analysis of Attitude Toward Life
(ATTUD) and Socio-Economice Status (SES), The “T” analysis
for individual students consists in computing the correlations
among students regardless of school attended. The “A™ analysis
consists in computing the correlations among schools. Finally,
the “W analysis consists in partialing out the among-school
counterpart from individual ATTUD and then regressing the
adjusted ATTUD scores on individual SES. This technique
results in an adjusted score that is independent of differences
among schools.

By way of illustrating each type of analysis, correlations of
Achievement and each of the Family Background measures
with Attitude Toward Life are shown in table 425 The first
thing we should note about these eorrelations is that they are
much higher for the “among” than for the “total” or the
“within” analyses. These higher values are due in part to two
facts, the first sociological and the second statistical. The first
is that students who are similar with regard to these attributes
attend school with one another. The sceond is that mean values
tend to be more stable and more predictable than individual
values. It will alse be scen that the “within’ corrclations are
somewhat smaller than the “total” corrclations, particalarly
for the variables in table 4.1 that were shown to be more highly
related to differences among schools. For example, Racial-
Ethnic Group Membership was most highly related te differences
among schools and it also shows a large decrement in its
relation with Attitude Toward Life when differences among
schools in Attitude Toward Life are partialed out.

Another peint worth noting is that the variables that have
the highest correlation with Attitude Toward Life for the “total”
analvses are not always highest in the “among” analyses. A
good example here is Family Structure and Stability. Just why
this should be so is not immediately apparent. It scems likely
that the relationship of the variables associated with Socio-

$'These values differ somewhat from those given in ehapters 2 and 3
since they include the approximately 5,000 students who either indicated
they belonged to the racial-ethnie group lubeled “Other” or did not responid

Q item.
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Level of Analysis

Set of Variables Total Among “Within
Socio-Economic Status (SES) ... ... ..... 38 64 31
Family Structure aiid Stability (FSS)_._._...... 33 77 26
Racial-Ethnic Group Membership (RETH)._._.. 47 71 41
Achievement (ACHVY. ... ... ___ ... ...... 47 76 45
Expectations for Excellence (EXPTN).__....._. 50 82 46
Study Habits (HBTS) . _ ... ... . .. oo....o- 45 61 43
Educational Plans (EDPLN).._._.._.__ . .. ..... 30 66 15

Multiple Correlation *_ ... ... ... . ... 62 89 57

* Multiple correlation of all 7 row variables with ATTUD. These
values are bascd upon 153,136 9th-grade students and their 923
schools.

Feonomic Status and Racial-Ethnie group membership at the
individual level are further accentuated at the among-school
level. More gonerally, we might argue that any variable, A, that
has a strong relationship with variables B, C, D, involved in the
alloeation of students into schools will have a more pronounced
relationship with B, C, D at the school level, and hence also
with X, Y, Z, which happen to be related to B, C, D. Clearly,
the differences in these correlational values for the three levels
of analysis “T,” “A," and “W”’ suggest that the relative roles of
Home Background, Family Process, and Achievement in Atti-
tude Toward Lifc may differ considerably at each level. This
topic is explored in the next section.

4.3. COMMONALITY ANALYSES OF FAMILY
BACKGROUND AND ACHIEVEMENT WITH ATTITUDE
TO\\;VARD LIFE AT THE INDIVIDUAL AND SCHOOL
LEVEL .

In this section we shall attempt to determine how the roles of
Home Background, Achievement, and Family Process change
as the analysis moves from the individual to the school level.
In this way we hope to learn something about their relative im-
portance at both the aggregate and the individual level. We
shall conduet three different types of analysis. The first type
analyzes the relative roles of these three variables without re-
gard to Racial-EEthnic Group Membership. This type of analysis
has been labeled “U,” for unadjusted. The sccond type was
labeled “I” beeause it ineludes Racial-Iithnic Group Member-
ship. The third type, “A,” uses partial correlation techniques to
adjust the differences among students in their Attitude Toward
Life that ace associated with Racial-Ethnie Group Membership,
and then performs regression analyses on the adjusted scores.
Thus for cach of the three levels of analysis (“T,” “A,” and
“W*) there are three types of analysis (“U,” “1,” and “A”).

4.3.1. Commonality Analyses Without Regard to
Raciai-Ethnic Group Membership

Figure 4.1 shows the “U” analyses for the percentages of vari-
ation, or R-squares, in Attitude Toward Life (ATTUD) ac-
counted for at cach lovel of analysis as first HB, then HB-ACHV,
and finally FB-ACHY arc entered into the regression.® Such an

§ Where 1B is comprised of SES and FSS, and FB is eomprised of 1B
plus the three PRCS measures of EXPTN, EDPLN, and HBTS—a set of
five variubles in all. ‘The numbers of students and sehools used in these
analyses were, respectivelv: nonmetropolitan North, 15,552 and 160; metro-
politan North, 67,533 and 249; nonmetropolitan South, 33,076 and 411;
metropolitan South, 16,973 and 103. The buse numbers for the marginal
values are merely the sums for the nppropriate regions.




FIGURE 4.1. - PERCENTRGE OF VARIATION IN RATTITUDE 18WARD LIFE ACCOUNTED
FOR BY FAMILY BACKGROUND AND ACHIEVEMENT FOR TOTAL(T),
AMONG(R), AND WITHIN(W) DIFFERENCES WHEN RACIAL-ETHNIC
GROUP MEMBERSHIP IS N3T INCLUDED(U)
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FIGURE 4.2. - PERCENTRGE OF VARIATION IN ATTITUDE TOWARD LIFE RCCOUNTED
FOR BY FAMILY BRCKGROUNO AND ACHIEVEMENT FOR TOTALI(T].
AMONG(R), AND WITHIN(W) DIFFERENCES WHEN RACIAL-ETHNIC
GROUP MEMBERSHIP 1S INCLUDED(])
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Table 4.3—Commonality Analyses of Family Background and Achievement With Attitude Toward Life for Total (T), Among (A), and
Within (W) Differences, by Geographic Locale and Region, When Racial Ethnic Group Membership Is Not Included

Nonmetropolitan . Metropolitan i Total
Level of Unique Unique Unique
Region Analysis HB-ACHV PRCS Common HB-ACHV PRCS Common HB-ACHV PRCS Common
North_ ... ... ... ... T 13 30 57 11 28 61 12 29 59
A 3 31 66 5 15 80 5 18 77
W 14 29 57 8 35 57 9 34 57
South. ... ............ T 16 30 54 11 36 53 13 34 53
A 15 26 59 16 30 54 15 29 56
W 10 35 55 7 45 48 9 40 51
Total ... ..o .. T 15 29 56 12 30 58 13 30 57
A 13 24 63 10 18 72 11 21 68
w 12 33 55 8 37 55 9 36 55

analyvsis allows us to see the extent to which cach set or combina-
tion of sets inereases the pereentage of vanation aceounted for
at each level, Thus, we ean note that the pereentage of variation
is uniformly lower for the nonmetropolitan North than for the
other regional groups, It will also be scen that in each region at
the “T7" and W' levels Achievement shows inereases roughly
8 to 10 pereent larger than does Home Background in the per-
centage of variation explained, although the inereases are negli-
gible at the “A” level.” However, when we compare the results
for FB-ACHY with those for HB-ACHY (these results show the
offeet of bringing in the PRCS set), the inereases are much
greater at the A level than at cither of the other two levels.
In fact, the inerease produced by bringing in PRCS varies from
about 9 to 15 pereent at the “T”” and “W?” level, and from 13 to
23 pereent at the “A” levels This is indeed « substantial dif-
ference. It suggests that PRCS may have some effcet on ATTUD
at the school level that it does not have at the individual level.
It is only natural, then, to inquire further intu the relative roles
plaved by these sets of variables.

In order to make the results casier to follow we have limited
ourselves to twe sets of variables, one consisting of HB and
ACHYV combined and the other of the three PRCS measures.
The results of the unitized commonality analyvses for these sets
are given in table 4.3, It will be seen here that there is a tendency
for the eommon portion to inercase at the “A” level over its
values at the “T" and “W” level, while the tendeney for the
unique roles for HB-ACHYV and PRCS is to shrink somewhat
at the “A” level, This shrinkage is much less pronounced in the
South than in the North; in fact, the value of the unique role
for HB-ACHV at the “A” level in the South tends to equal or
exceed its counterparts at the 177 and “W”’ level. Similarly,
the inerease in the commaon porticn as the analysis moves from
the “T" and ‘W to the A" level is mueh greater in the North
than in the South. As we noted in seetion 4.1, the relationship of
vach of the Family Background measures, especially Socio-
Economic Status, Racial-Ethnie Group Membership, and
Achievement, with differences among schools, was greater in
the South than in the North, We suspeet that this more pro-
nounced relationship keeps the relative roles of the HB-ACHV
and PRCS sets more nearly similar for the different levels in the
South than in the North,

It is not the similarities, however, but the differences that
stand out, In every region and for cach level of analysis two

7 & the Resquares for HB-ACHV compared with those for HEB alone.
I:IK‘[C the R-squares for FB-ACHV compared with these for HB-ACHV.
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trends ean be discerned:

1. The unique role for PRCS exceeds that for HB-ACHV,
often o a substantial degree.

2. The magnitude of the cemmon portion exceeds that of
the unique roles, cither alone or when added together.®

Clearly, then, there is a great deal of confounding in the way
these two sets of variables relate to Attitude Toward Lifc for
each level of analysis. In the next seetion we will see how these
results change when Racial-Ethnic Group Membership is
brought into the analysis.

4.3.2. Commonality Analyses When Racial-Ethnic Group
Membership Is Included

The topic of this subsection is the way in which the relative
roles in Attitude Toward Life (ATTUD) of Home Background
(HB), Achievement (ACHV), and Family Process (PRCS)
differ at cach level of analysis when Racial-Ethnie Group Mem-
bership (RETH) is included as part of Home Background.
Figure 4.2 shows the pereentage of variation in ATTUD ae-
counted for as first HB, then HB-ACHV, and finally FB-ACHV
is entered into the regression. It will be seen that the results
here are remarkably similar to those in the previous section: at
the individual level, ACHV has an increase of 7 to 11 percent in
vanation accounted for at the “T” and “W’’ level, but one of
only 1 to 4 pereent at the “A” level!® On the other hand, the
PRCS set makes a much greater contrioution at the “A” level
than at the “T” and “W?” level.?? In short, figure 4.1 resembles
figure 4.2, From this we conclude that the ineclusion of RETH
as an aspeet of HB has a negligible effeet on the R-squares.

Our next gtep was to see how the inclusion of RETH might
affect the results of commonality analyses. As in the previous
seetion we used only two sets of variables, one consisting of the
three HB variables of SIS, FSS, and RETH, plus ACHV, and
the other of the three PRCS variables of FXPTN, EDPLN, and
HBTS. The results of unitized commonality analyses with these
sets of variables are given in table 4.4, Here, too, we find close
resemblances with the previous seetion: for example, in every
region and for almost every level of analysis, the unique role for
PRCS exceeds that of HB-ACHV, hut their unique roles, when
added together, seldom exeeed the magnitude of their ecommon

? Jixeept in the ease of the metropolitan South at the “W” level.

10 See the R-squares for HB compared with those for HB-ACHV.

1 Determined hy comparing the height of the ber for all 3 areas widh that
for the 2 lined oreas,
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FIGURE 4.3. - PERCENTRGE OF VARIATIGN IN ATTITUDL TOWARD LIFE ACCOUNTED
FGR B8Y FAMILY BACKGROBUND AND RCHIEVEMENT FOR TATAL (T,
AMAONG(R). AND WITHINI(W) DIFFERENCES WHEN ADJUSTMENTS
ARE MADE FOR RACIAL-ETHNIC GROUP MEMBERSHIP ("A™)

NON-
METROPOLITAN METROPOLITRAN TOTAL
100 T — 100
90 — |- a0
80 —
70 —
60 —
NORTH 50 —
0 —
30 —
20 — L, Wi
7/
P 10 — // ‘mc
£
g 0 —
£
N 100 — — 100
A
90 — 90
G B
€ 80 — — 80
,? 70 — — 70
T 60 — . — 60
0
; SOUTH 50 — — 50
L w0 — — w0
; 0 — — 30
R
1 20 — — 20
A
T 10 — — 10
g
N 0 — — o
100 — ~ 100
50 — — 90
80 — — 80
— 70
— 60
TOTAL — 50
— 40
— S0
— 20
— 1t
— 0

F8.ACHY
HA.RCHY

Ha

E MC FO=HB+PACS




E

RIC

Table 4.4.—Commonality Analyses of Family Background and Achievement With Attitude Toward Life for Total (T), Among (A). and
Within (W) Differences, by Geographic Locale and Region, When Racial-Ethnic Group Membership Is Included

Nonmetropolitan Metropolitan Total
Level of Unigue Unlique Unique
Region Analysis HB-ACHV PRCS Common HB-ACHV PRCS Common HB-ACHV PRCS Common
North. _____ .. _.___...._. T 13 30 57 13 29 58 13 30 57
A 3 2Q 77 7 17 76 6 18 76
w 14 29 57 g 35 56 10 34 56
South. ... ... . T 17 31 52 13 37 50 15 35 50
A 15 26 59 21 34 45 17 30 53
w 11 35 54 7 45 48 9 40 51
Total. .o T 16 30 54 13 31 56 14 31 55
A 13 23 64 13 20 67 12 22 56
w 12 33 55 8 37 55 9 36 55

portion (compare the correspou-ing values in table 4.3). We
therefore concluded that the inelusion of RETH as an aspect of
HB had a small-to-negligible effect on both the pereentage of
vanation accounted for and the magnitude of the relative roles
played by HB-ACHV and PRCS.

4.3.3. Commonality Analyses When Adjustments Are Made
for Racial-Ethnic Group Membership

In this subsection we ask: How do the relative roles in Attitude
Toward Life (ATTUD) of Home Background (HB), Achicve-
nment (ACHY), and Family Process (PRCS) change as the analy-
sis moves from the individual to the school level, when adjust-
ments are first made in Attitude Toward Life for Racial-Ethnie
Group Membership (RETH)? The pereentage of variation of
ATTUD aceounted for by HB alone, then by HB and ACHYV,
and finally by FB-ACHY is given in figure 4.3. It will be seen
that the percentages are lewer here than in the preceding sec-
tions. However, the relative behavior of these sets of variables is
very similar. For example, when ACHY is brought into the re-
gression with HB the result is an ‘nerease that ranges from 8 to
11 percent at the individual level but from only 1 to 5 percent
at the school level. Similarly, swhen PRCS is brought into the
regression, the result is an inerease of 10 to 16 prrcent at the
individual level and 18 to 45 percent at the school level.?

learly, the contribution of PRCS is larger at the school than
at the individual level, while just the opposite holds for ACHV.

But how, we may ask, do the relative roles of HB-ACHY and
PRCS compare when placed in the framework of a commonality
analysis? Results of unitized comnionality analyses for these

two sets of variables are given in table 4.5, from which it can be
seen that there is a greater tendency than heretofore for the
unique role of PRCS to exceed that of HB-ACHY. In fact, the
sum of the unique roles tends to exeeed the common portion in
the South but not in the North, whereas in prior sections the
common portions consistently excceded the unique roles for
almost all levels and regions. Clearly, then, when we first adjust
ATTUD for RETH wec tend to eliminate some of the overlap or
confounding between these two sets of variables as they relate
to ATTUD. This reduction tends to be greater in the South and
metropolitan North than in the nonmetropolitan North, par-
ticularly at the school level. As we suggested earlier, the rela-
tionship of SES and RETH with differences among schools, as
well as with one another, is greater in these regions than in the
nonmetropolitan North. Consequently, when ATTUD is first
adjusted for RETH the unique portion for HB-ACHYV, as well
as its portion shared with PRCS, is thereby reduced. Hence, the
most salient result of these analyses is that the role of PRCS
comes to exceed that of HB-ACHY, usually to a substantial
extent.

4.4. SUMMARY

In this chapter we have reviewed the relative roles of Home
Background (HB), Achievement (ACHYV), and Family Process
(PRCS) in the development of Attitude Toward Life (ATTUD)
at the individual and at the aggregate, or school, level. Our
data analysis model treated the attributes of the school a student
attended as if they were his own attributes. This allowed us to

Table 4.5.—Commonality Analyses of Family Background and Achievement With Attitude Toward Life for Total (T), Among (A), and
Within (W) Differences, by Geographic Locale and Region, When Adjustments Are Made for Racial-Ethnic Group Membership

Nonmetropolitan Metropolitan N Total
Level of Unique Unique Unique
Region Analysls HB-ACHV PRCS Common HB-ACHV PRCS Common HB-ACHV PRCS Common
1] ¢ 1 J T 12 34 54 8 39 53 9 39 52
A 3 26 71 1 44 54 2 42 56
w 13 32 55 8 39 53 9 38 53
South. ... .............. T 10 41 49 7 46 47 8 45 47
A 9 53 38 18 61 21 11 58 31
w 10 37 53 7 45 48 9 41 50
Total o oo T 11 38 51 8 41 51 9 41 50
A 9 44 47 7 48 45 7 48 45
w 11 35 54 8 40 52 9 39 52

ce the areas for FB-ACHYV compared with those for HB-ACHY.
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compute three different kinds of correlation:

1. Correlations based upon differences among individual
students,

2. Correlations based on differences among schools.

3. Correlations based on differences among students that
are independent of differences among the schools they
attend.

These correlations formed the basis for regression and eons-
monality analyses,

The first question addressed in this chapter was: To what ex-
tent are Attitude Toward Life, Achicvement, and the various
Family Background measures associated  with  the  sehools
students attend? In order to answer this question we observed
the squared correlation of cach student variable with its sehool
mean counterpart. We found that there was a pronounced
tendeney for students of similar Socio-Feonow:” Status. Racial-
Ethnic Group Membership, and Achievement to go to school
with cne another, The same was true to a somewhat lesser ex-
tent of Attitude Toward Life, Family Structure and Stability,
and Family Process.

When we carried out these same analyses for different geo-
graphic groups we fuund that, for cach one of these variables,
the values in the South were higher than those in the North,
while in the North the values in the metropolitan areas were
higher than those in the nonmetropolitan areas. Thus, a southern
student was more likely to attend school with other students
who were like himself with respeet to these attributes than was a
northern student. Of course, all these findings apply to the
schools as they were in about 1965,

The second question addressed in this chapter was: How do
the relative roles of Home Background, Family Process, and
Achievement in Attitude Toward Life change at the individual
and aggregate (e, school) level? In order to answer this ques-
tion we condueted comparative analyses for differenees among
students  (designated T jor “total”), differences among
schools (designated “A” for “among”), and differences among
students within schools (designated W for “within”). For the
T analysis we used correlations based upon differences among
individual students, for the “A” analysis correlations based
upon differences among school means, and for the “W?” analysis
correlations among individual students. In the ease of the *“\W”
analysis we began by using partial correlation techniques to
partial out the among-school counterpart from the dependent
variable. For example, a “W”” analysis of Attitude Toward Life
was desighed to partial school Attitude Toward Life out of
individual student Attitude Toward Life and then regress these
adjusted scores against other individual measures, such as Socio-
Economie Status. The adjusted scores obtained by this partial-
ing operation were independent of the differenees among schools.
The “T” and “W" analyses were referred to as analyses at the
individual level, and the “A”” analyses as ones at the aggregate
level,

The analyses connected with this second question made al-
lowance for three different conditions or statuses of Racial-
Ethnic Group Membership. In the first condition, called “U,”
Racial-Fthnic Group Membership was not entered into the
analysis. In the second, ealled “1,” it wag ineluded as an aspeet
of the student’s Home Baekground. In the third, called “A”
A:‘{if‘l(il' Toward Life was first adjusted for Racial-Ethnie Group

ERIC
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Membership by means of partial correlation techniques, and
then regressions were run with these adjusted scores. In order
to reduee the number of comparisons to be made we ran analyses
with only two scts of variables. The first set contained Achieve-
ment (ACHV) and the set of variables known as Home Back-
ground (HB), while the second contained the set known as
Family Process (PRCS).

Comparative commonality analyses for the three levels (“T,”
“A,” and “W?”) and three conditions (“U,” “I,” and “A”) of
analysis are given below. The correlations at the “A’ level weie
usually much larger than at the “T” or “W” level. For example,
the squared multiple correlation between Attitude Toward Life,
Family Background (HB and PRCS combined), and Achieve-
ment was 39 at the “T” level, 33 at the “W” level, and 80 at
the “A” level® In order to make the results at these levels more
comparable, the commonality analyses were “unitized” (see
p. 18). We summarized these analyses by dividing the unique
role for the PRCS set by that for the HB-ACHYV set. When
the ratio =o obtained was greater than 1 it indicated that the
unique role of the PRCS set exeeeded that of HB-ACHV—
the larger the value, the greater the extent by which it did so.
When the ratio was less than 1, the opposite was true. These
ratios are:

Level of Analysis

A 2.3 2.2 4.6

Al 1.9 1.8 6.7

WL 1.0 4.0 4.3
U I A

Type of Analysis

It will be seen from these ratios that at every level and for each
type of analysis the role of the PRCS sot exceeds that of the
HB-ACHYV set. The amount by whieh it does so is greater at the
T and “W,” or individual, level than at the “A,” or school,
level, except for the “A” type of analysis, where the reverse is
true. With regard to type of anslysis, whether RETH is left out
of the analysis (“U”) or entered explicitly as an aspeet of HB
(“I"”) seems to have little effeet an the relative roles of these two
sets of variables. However, when ATTUD s first adjusted for
RETH, the role of PRCS relative to that of HB-ACHY is aug-
mented somewhat, especially at 1he “A level,

These ratios, however, do not tell the whole story, for in every
case there were substantial common portions. For the “U” and
“I7 types of analyses the magnitude of the common portions
exeeeded the magnitude of the sum of the unique portions, while
for the “A” type they were more nearly equal. Henee, at every
level there was a substantial confounding of these two sots of
variables as they related to ATTUD. This means that, for both
individual students and schools, those who rank high or low on
the variables in one set tend to rank in a corresponding manner
on the other set. We emphasize tend beeause there are sufficient
differences at the different levels, in both the common and
unique portions of these sets, for us to conelude that the trends
we deteeted are not uniform.

When regional differences in these ratios were examined it was
noted for each region and for cach level of analysis that the

13 These figures are for the “I” condition only, Comparable figures for
the “U"" and “A" conditions are given in figures 4.1 and 4.3.



ratios were larger for the A7 conditton than for the “U* and
“1"" eondition. This means that the unique role of the PRCS set
exceeds that of the HB-ACHV set to a greater extent in cach
region when ATTUD has first been adjusted for RETH. For
cach condition, the ratios at the school level were greater in the
North than in the South. We conjeetured that the South’s more
pronounced aggregation of students into schools on the basis of
their Socio-Feonomie Status and Racial-Ethnie Group Member-

ERIC
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ship, and to some extent on the basis of other Family Back-
ground measures as well, tended to keep these sets of variables
on a more nearly cqual footing there than in the North.

In summary, we may conclude that the behavior of these
varinbles and sets of variables in relation to Attitude Toward
Life is sufficiently different at the individual and school level to
warn us against using results at one level as equivalent to re-
sults at the other,
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5. Family Background, Achievement, and School Factors in Attitude Toward Life

We have seen that the roles of Family Background and
Achievement in Attitude Toward Life vary not only by racial-
ethnic group and sex but by geographic locale. In the previous
chapter we examined the manner in which students were allo-
cated to schools and the implications of this for the relationships
between the same sets of variables. In this chapter we go on to
examine variations in possible school influences, also by locale,
racial-cthnic group, and sex. The major question addressed is:
How do the relative roles in Attitude Toward Life of Family
Background, Achicvement, and the various school factors differ
for these groups of students?

5.1. VARIATIONS IN ATTITUDE TOWARD LIFE BY
FAMILY BACKGROUND, ACHIEVEMENT, SCHOOL
FACTORS, AND GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION

In this section we shall try to learn three things about the
relative roles of Family Background (FB), Achievement
(ACHV), and Schoo! (SCH) in Attitude Toward Life (ATTUD).
The first is how these roles differ by geographic location; the
second is how the roles change when Racial-Ethnic Group
Membership (RETH) is entered into the analysis; and the third
is how the roles of the various SCH subsets compare with each
other.

Before we proceed with the analyses we should explain that
school iInfluences were represented by a set of 10 school vari-
ables, although many more were available. However, in view of
the small number of schools in some of the geographic groups
and our desire to conserve on degrees of statistical freedom, we
used only 10. In sclecting the 10 variables we were guided by the
results of carlier analyses (Coleman et al., 1966; Mayeske et al.,
1972a; 1972b). These showed that the two most important as-
bects of a school for an individual student’s achievement were
the achievement and motivational levels of his fellow students
together with certain attributes of the teaching staff. We had
already used the 10-variable set in an carlier work (Mayeske
et al., 1972a); preliminary analyses showed that it eould be used
here in the same way.? The 10 variables in question were as
follows:

L. A set known as School Qutcomes (SO), consisting of
Student body’s Expectations for Excellence, Attitude
Toward Life, Educational Plans and Desires, Study
Habits, and Achievement.3

1'This chapter deals entirely with 9th-grade students and their schools.
For the school factors used see section 5.1.

* These preliminary analyses compared the magnitude of the squared
multiple correlations obtained for a set of 36 school varinbles (including
the set of 10) with that obtained fur the set of 10 alone, when ATTUI)
was the dependent variuble. The difference in these values was on the
order of (.0004, both before and after the student’s FB and ACHV were
taken into account. For these unalyses all students were included in the
same framework. The composition of these other 26 variables is described
in the Student Study,

*'The set was called Schaol Qutcomes (S0) because it represented, in
“"-C‘ ) Ie aggregate effect of the school.
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2. A sct known as T(5), consisting of the average verbal
skills of the teaching staff, their racial-cthnie composi-
tion, their view of their teaching conditions, their prefer-
ence for working with students of different ability levels,
and their salary and training levels.$

The numbers of students and schools included in these analyses
is the same as in chapter 4.

Figure 5.1 shows the percentage of variation in Attitude
Toward Lifec (ATTUD) accounted for by Family Background
(FB) and Achievement (ACHYV), on the onc hand, and by Fam-
ity Background and Achievement togother with School (SCE),
on the other. The plain portions indicate the percentage of
variation in ATTUD accounted for by the sct of SCH factors
after differences among students in FB and ACHV have been
taken into account. These values range from a low of 3 to 5
pereent in the nonmetropolitan North to a high of 7 to 8 percent
in the nonmetropolitan South. It is clear, then, that the role
played by SCH in ATTUD, independently of FB and ACHYV,
1s greater in the South than in the North. Just why this should
be so will become apparent after we have observed the manner
in which the possible influence of SCH on ATTUD is appor-
tioned among FB and ACHY for the different regional and racial-
ethnie groups.

In this scction, we are mainly concerned with the relative
roles in ATTUD of FB and ACHV when the latter are pla~ed in
context with the sct of 10 school factors (SCH). With three scts
of variables, three types of analysis, and four or more regional
groups the number of possible comparisons becomes unwicldy.
In order to reduce it, we used a simplifying strategy; viz, we
observed the extent to which the variation in ATTUD associated
with SCH was upportioned between FB and ACHV, and the
extent to which it was unique to SCH. It was the commonality
model that enabled us to do this. We have explained elsewhere
how the variance in a dependent variable associated with a set
of variables can be partitioned among a number of different sets
(p. 19). For those scts of interest to us here this partitioning
would be:

R*SCH) =C(FB,ACHV,SCH)+C(ACHV,SCH)
+C(FB,SCH)+U(SCH)

where the C's represent the variance associated with SCH that
is confounded with the other sets, while U represents the vari-
ance that is uniquely associated with SCH.

Since the R-squares varied somewhat by region we divided
rach term in the equation by R2(SCH) so that they would sum
to 100 pereent—an operation that we call “unitizing.” In this
way we were able to make direet comparisons of the pereentages
across regions. Unitized values for each type of analysis are
given graphically in figure 5.2. Before we inspect this figure,
however, it may be as well to analyze the regional values of

‘ The set was called T(5) because it consistcd of 5 teacher attributes.
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FIGURE S.1. - PERCENTRAGE OF VARIATIGN IN ATTITUODE TOWARD LIFE ACCOUNTED
FOR BY FAMILY BACKGROUND, RACHIEVEMENT, AND SCHOOL
MEASURES WHEN RACIAL-ETHNIC GROUP MEMBERSHIP IS
EXCLUDED AND INCLUDED
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FIGURE S5.2. - THE UNIQUE AND COMMGN ROLES OF SCHBOL FACTORS IN
ATTITUDOE TOWARD LIFE WHEN RACIAL-ETHNIC GROUP
MEMBERSHIP 1S EXCLUOED AND INCLUOED
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aspect of Family Background (FB), the percentage that repre-
sents the confounding of School (SCH) and Achievement
(ACHY)—the upper left to lower right slanted lines—is usually
decreased, while the portion representing the confounding of
the three sets, C(FB,ACHV,8CH)—the blank arca—is in-
creased. This latter increase is particularly substantial in the
metropolitan North and in the South. Also, in these latter arcas
the portion that represents the confounding of FB and SCH
(the arcas with lines slanted from upper right to lower left) is
increased slightly, while the unique portions (the double-slanted
arcas) are decrcased. Clearly then, when RETH is included as
an aspect of the student’s FB, the confounding of FB with
SCH, together and in combination with ACHY, is increased.
Similarly, when Attitude Toward Life is first adjusted for
Racial-Ethnic Group Membership, the trend is reversed—that
i3, the three-way confounding is decreased, while the unique
portion as well as the confounding of Family Background with
School is increased.,

The 7aain point to be noted is that roughly one-fourth to one-half
of the variance in Attitude Toward Life associaled with School (the
magnilude depends on the status of Racial-Ethnic Grovp }ember-
ship) can be uniquely associaled with School. In addition, most of
the role of Achievement (ACHV) is confounded with Family
Background (FB) and School (SCH). Hence, insofar as the in-
fluence of SCH is manifested in ATTUD in combination with
FB and ACHY, it tends to be through the joint role of FB and
ACHY, not merely in conjunction with ACHV.

Since all these things are so, the next logical step is to examine
the role in Attitude Toward Life (ATTUD) of School Qutcomes
(80), and of the five student body variables that make it up,
when juxtaposed with the set of five teacher attributes (T(5)).
The results of unitized commonalities with these two sets of
variables are given in table 5.1 for several different conditions,
viz:

“U"”: the relative roles of SO and T(5) before any adjust-
ments in ATTUD have been made.

“HB”: the relative roles of SO and T(5) afier adjustments
in ATTUD have been made for HB.5

® Home Background, consisting of Sccio-Economic Status (SES) and
Family Structure and Stability (FSS).

Table 5.1.—Commonality Analysis of School Outcomes (S0O) and Teacher Attributes (T(5)), With Attitude Toward Life (ATTUD), Geo-

graphic Locale, Adjustment (ADJ), and Region

“HB(I)": the same as “HB” except that RETH is included
as a third variable.

“HB(I), ACHV”: the same as “HB(I)” except that adjust-
ments arc also made for ACHYV,

“FB(I), ACHV”: the same as “HB(I), ACHV,” except that
adjustments have also been made for the three PRCS
variables.

The percentage of variation in ATTUD accounted for by these
sets of variables for the “U” condition was given on page 44,
For the “FB(I), ACHV” condition the percentage of variance
accounted for corresponds to the plain portions in figure 5.1.
Values for the intermediate conditions are not shown here.

It will be scen from table 5.1 that for each condition in every
regional group the unique role of T(5) ranges from negligible to
zéro. Similarly, the unique role for SO greatly exceeds both the
unique 19le of T(5) and its common portion with SO. Clearly,
among the possible school influences on ATTUD, SO is of major
importance. By contrast, the role played by T(5) is always
small, and is manifested through the common portion of T(5)
and SO. The rgional differences in these relationships are not
marked; however, the common portions are slightly greater in
tlie South than in the North. .

Given the obvious importance of SO, it scemed appropriate
to inquire vshich aspects of it play the greatest role. For this
purpose we separated SO into two sets. The first set contained a
single variable, Student Body’s Attitude Toward Life (SAT-
TUD), while the second contained the other four student body
variables, and was-therefore labeled “SO(4).’¢ We could then
ask: What are the relative roles played by SATTUD and SO(4)
in ATTUD, when analyzed together?

The results of the unitized commonality analyses, given in
table 5.2, show that as ATTUD is adjusted for more and more
aspeets of the student’s background, the independent roles of
SATTUD and SO(4) increase, while their common portion de-
creascs. The role of SATTUD outweighs that of SO(4) to an ex-
tent sufficient to support the conclusion that SATTUD is the
major variable in the whole set of possible school influences.
SO(4) also has a large enough role, both alone and in eombina-

% Consisting of student body’s Expectations for Excellence, Educational
Plans and Desires, Study Habits, and Achievement.

Nonmetropolitan Metropolitan Total
Unigue Unique Unique

Region ADJ? S0 T (5) Common SO T (5) Common S0 T(5) Common
North. ... ... U, 85 ] 15 59 0 41 65 0 35
HB. o 94 1 5 a0 1 ] 81 1 8
HB().._____. 92 3 5 96 4 0 g7 3 0
HB(!), ACHV. 91 1 8 96 1 3 97 1 2
FBQ), ACHV._. 95 0 5 08 0 2 g8 o] 2
South___.__.__..____. U 53 0 47 58 0 42 59 0] 41
B ... 78 0 22 80 0 20 83 0 17
HB()......-. 91 0 9 89 1 10 a5 1 4
HB(l), ACHV. 97 ¢ 3 88 (o] 12 93 0 2
FB(l), ACHV._ a8 0 12 84 0 16 92 o 8
Total _ooeooea . ¥ 62 0 38 58 0 42 62 0 38
HB. ... 85 0 15 86 0 14 87 o] 13
HB().._.._.. 94 0 6 97 2 1 98 1 1
HB(1), ACHV. eg 0 1 97 i 2 53 4] 1
FB(!), ACHV.. 93 0 7 94 0 6 96 o] 4

1 “U” designates no adjustment in ATTUD; “HB” designates ATTUD adjusted for HB; “HB(I)" designates ATTUD adjusted for HB
including RETH; “HB(I), ACHV,” designates ATTUD adjusted for HB(I) and ACHV; and “FB(I), ACHV,” designates ATTUD ad-

Q :ed for FB and ACHYV including RETH.
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Table 5.2.—Commonality Analyses of Student Body’s Attitude Toward Life (SATTUD) and School Outcomes (SO(4)), With Attitude

Toward Life, by Geograpkic Locale, Adjustment (ADJ) and Region

Nonmetropolitan Metropolitan Total
Unigue Unigue Unigu
Region ADJI? SATTUD SO () Common SATTUD S0 (4) Common SATTUD S0 (4) Common
North. ... .. ..._... U o 25 0 75 16 0 84 19 0 81
HB. .. ... 47 10 43 39 i3 48 42 12 46
HB() ... ... 49 15 36 45 22 33 47 20 33
HB(I), ACHV. 44 33 - 23 48 48 4 48 42 10
FB(1), ACHV_. 65 28 7 65 32 3 67 30 3
South._.____...___._ U .. 20 0 80 27 0 73 24 0 76
HB..._ ... 41 B 51 57 9 34 48 9 43
HB(1Y. .. ... a7 10 43 62 10 28 55 10 35
HB(I), ACHV. 46 26 28 61 23 16 53 25 22
FB{l), ACHV.. 66 20 14 78 18 14 72 19 9
Total................ U .. 23 0 77 21 0 79 22 0 78
HB........... 45 B 47 50 12 38 47 11 42
HB(). ... ... 51 11 38 57 18 25 54 16 30
HB(l), ACHV._ 49 30 21 58 40 2 53 37 10
FB(1), ACHV._. 69 21 10 75 25 0 73 24 3

1+U” designates no adjustment in ATTUD; “HB” designates ATTUD adju'sted for HB; “HB(1)” designates ATTUD adjusted for HB
including RETH; “HB(l), ACHV,” designates ATTUD adjusted for HB(I) and ACHV; and “FB(l), ATTUD,” adjusted for FB and

ACHYV including RETH.

tion with SATTUD, for us to conclude that it, too, plays an im-
portant part.

It will also be seen that the values for SATTUD tend to be
slightly greater in the South than in the North, while just the
reverse is true for the unique values of the other four variables
that make up SO. Just why this should be so, and more generally
why the role of SCH that is independent of FB and ACHY should
be greater in the South than in the North, are points to which
we shall return in the chapter summary, after we have examined
these same kinds of relationship separately for each racial-ethnic
group.

5.2. VARIATIONS IN ATTITUDE TOWARD LIFE BY
FAMILY BACKGROUND, ACHIEVEMENT, SCHOOL
FACTORS, SEX, AND RACIAL-ETHNIC GROUP
MEMBERSH!P

In this section we shall take the same approach as in seetion
5.1, but with two major differences:

1. The racial-cthnie groups, cach divided by sex, are ex-
amined scparately.

2. Geographic differences are not examined unti] the next
section (the number of comparisons would hava been too
great).

Aceordingly, our main question is: How do the relative roles of
Family Background (FB), Achicvement (ACHV), and School
(SCH) in Attitude Toward Life (ATTUD) differ by sex and
racial-ethnic group membership? In addition to the scparate
group analyses we have included, for purposes of comparison,
the same three kinds of “total” (T) analysis that we used before.?

Figure 5.3 shows what pereentage of the variation in ATTUD
is associated with FB, ACHYV, and SCH for the different groups.

" The “U.”" “L.” and ""A” types of unalysis are explained on p. 34. The
total number of Yth-grade schools included in these analyses was 923.
The percentage of the total used for each separate rucial-ethnic group was:
Indian. 38; Mexican, 67; Puerto Riean, 35; Negro, 73; Oriental, 17; white,
73. The proportions do not sum to 100 since many students from the differ-
ent groups attend the same schools. The number of Yth-grade students is
the sume ag in table 2.1. The numbers obtained from these “1o1al” analyses
differ somewhat from those in the previous section because they are hased

O ome 5,000 fewer students.
ERIC
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The plain portions in this figure represent the percentage of
variation that is fissociated with SCH independently of FB and
ACHV. These portions, which are largest for the nonwhite
groups, range from a high of 9 percent for Mexican-Americans
through 7 pereent for Indian Americens and Negroes, 6 percent
for Pucrto Ricans, and 5 percent for Oriental-Americans, to a
low of 4 percent for whites. For the same portions, Indian,
Mexican, and Negro males have larger values than their female
counterparts, while for Oriental males the opposite is true. For
Purrto Ricans and whites the values are about the same for
hoth sexes.

As in the previous seetion, in order to reduce the number of
comparisons to be made we shall present a partitioning of the
variance in ATTUD assoeiated with SCH, as follows:

R*(3CH)=C(FB,ACHV,SCH)+C(ACHV,SCH}
+C(FB,SCH)+U(SCH)

Here too, we shall divide by the R:(SCH) for each group, so
that tho results will sum to 100. The values divided out are:

Puerto Total
Indian Mexican Rican Negro Orients]l White U I A

Total. ... ... 16 20 11 14 1 7 16 18 10
Male.._.__._ 18 20 12 17 10 8 17 17 11
Female..._... 16 22 10 13 17 6 1515 9

It will be scen that the variance in ATTUD associated with
SCH varics from a high of 20 for Mexicans tu a low of 7 for
whites. Some sex differences are also apparent: maleé Indians,
Puerto Ricans, Negroes, and whites have larger values than their
female counterparts, while for Mexicans and Orientals the re-
verse is true, We shall need to bear in mind, then, when we com-
pare the “univzed” results of the equation for cach group, that
the percentage values we are explaining are much smaller for
whites than for the other groups.

Figure 5.4 presents in graphic form the results of the ‘“uni-
tized” analyses obtained from the equation. Comparing the
results for the different groups we can note that the unique
values (i.e., the double-crosshatched arcas) arc greater for cach
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FIGURE 5.3. -
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of the individual groups than they are for the “total U” and
“total I” analyses. Similarly, in the total “A” analyses the
unique values increase and either approach or exeeed the unique
values for the separate groups. Both tendencies reflect the dif-
ferences among students and schools in Attitude Toward Life
(ATTUD) that are associated with Racial-lsthnic Group Mem-
bership (RETH). For example, we saw in chapters 2 and 3 that
most of the groups trailed the whites in ATTUD (i.c., were less
optimistic). We saw in the previous chapter that there was a
high degree of relationship between the racial-ethnie composi-
tion of the school and the student body’s outlook on life, These
“he kinds of relationship that give rise to some of the

FB8.ACHY

changes that occur as the analysis moves from the separate
groups to the combined or “total” groups. These same relation-
ships give rise to the inerease in the confounding of Family Back-
gronnd (FB), Achievement (ACHYV), and SCHOOL (SCH)—
i.c., the plain areas—as they relate to Attitude Toward Life
(ATTUD). Such results, coupled with the fact that most whites
attend school with other whites and most nonwhites attend
school with other nonwhites, suggest that the most appropriate
model for studying possible school influences on ATTUD may
be to include all students in the same framework and consider
RETH as an aspeet of FB.

It is still instructive, however, to compare the similarity of the



FIGURE S.4. - THE UNIQUE AND COBMMON ROLES OF SCHOOL FACTORS IN
ATTITUDE TOWARD LIFE,BY SEX AND RACIAL-ETHNIC GROUP
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Ti.ble 5.3, —Commonality Analyses of School Outcomes (SO) and Teacher Attributes (T(5)), With Attitude Toward Life, by Sex and

Racial-Ethnic Group Meabership (RETH)

Totatl Male Female
Unique Unique Unique
Racial-Ethnic Group ADJ! SO T(5) Common SO T(5) Commeon T(5) Common
Indian______ ... _. U. ... 82 6 12 83 13 4 71 1 28
HB...._...... S0 6 4 88 11 1 84 3 13
HB, ACHV . _ g5 4 1 93 7 0 84 4 12
FB, ACHV._. 85 6 9 84 7 9 74 9 17
Mexican..__ ... ... U._____...._. 57 2 41 55 2 43 58 2 40
HB..___..._.. 65 3 32 65 3 32 64 3 33
HE, ACHV___. 84 3 13 84 3 13 82 5 13
FB, ACHV__.. 76 1 22 76 2 22 74 3 23
Puerto Rican........ U . 49 2 49 47 7 46 50 2 48
HB.. ... ... 50 3 47 50 8 42 48 2 50
HB, ACHV___. 66 5 29 62 13 25 65 7 28
FB, ACHV.__. 42 14 44 41 27 32 41 9 50
Negro...___...__. . _. U, .- 96 1 4 96 0 4 95 1 4
HB. ... __...... 98 i 1 97 0 3 97 1 2
HB, ACHV___. 97 0 3 97 1 2 87 1 2
FB, ACHV.___ 98 0 2 97 1 2 98 0 2
Oriental__.___..___.. U . 41 20 39 54 28 18 26 28 46
HB__._........ 50 17 33 42 20 38 34 38 28
HB, ACHV_._. 62 16 22 61 20 19 39 35 26
FB, ACHV._... 60 15 25 67 27 6 27 39 34
White_ ... .......... U s 89 0 11 88 0 12 91 0 9
HB.._..._.... 98 1 1 97 0 3 99 1 0
HB, ACHV_... 99 0 1 99 o 1 99 0 1
FB, ACHV___. 99 0 1 98 o] 2 98 1 1
Total(U)..........__. U, . 61 0 39 556 0 41 62 0 38
HB..__.._.... 85 0 15 81 0 19 89 c 11
HB, ACHV._... 98 o 2 96 0 4 100 0 0
FB, ACHV___. 87 0 13 83 1 16 92 0 8
Total(A)..._......_. U .. 91 i 8 89 0 11 94 2 4
HB. ... .... 97 1 2 95 0 5 98 2 0
HB, ACHV.__. 99 0 1 98 0 2 99 0 1
FB, ACHV.... 96 0 4 93 0 7 98 0 2

1eY” designates no adjustment in ATTUD; “HB” designates ATTUD adjusted for HB; “HB, ACHV,” designates ATTUD adjusted for
HB and ACHV; “FB, ACHV,” designates ATTUD adjusted for FB and ACHV; “Total(A)” designates ATTUD adjusted for RETH;
and “Total{U)"” indicates that ATTUD has not been adjusted for RETH,

results for the different groups. Although the percentage values
vary somewhat, we can notice certain regularities. For example,
the common portion for ACHV and SCH (i.c., the portions with
lines slanted from upper left to lower right) is almost always
much smaller than the others. Also, for each separate group the
unique portion exceeds any of the common portions. For
Negroes, Orientals, Indians, and whites the portion in common
with FB (i.e., the lines slanted from upper right to lower left)
exceeds those of FB, ACHV, and SCH (i.c., the plain portions).
For Mexicans and Indians the reverse tends to be true, Neither
sex consistently has larger scores than the other for any of these
measures, For the unique values, male Indians, Mexicans, and
Orientals have larger values than do their female counterparts,
while the reverse is true of Puerto Ricans, Negroes, and whites.
Rather than attempt to interpret differences in the common
portions, we shall merely note that they exist.

Our principal conclusion from these analyses is that one-third
to almost two-thirds of the varianee in Attitude Toward Life
associated with School can be assoeiated with such factors inde-
pendently of Family Background and Achievement. To the ex-
tent that these results represent school influences they tend to
be greater for female Puerto Ricans. Negroes, and whites, and
for males of the other groups. It seems appropriate, then, to fol-
low the same eourse as in the previous chapter and examine, for

Q@ zroup, the roles play od by the various aspeets of School as

they relate to Attitude Toward Life. Aecordingly, our next ques-
tion is: Whieh one of the subsets of School, School Outeomes or
T(5), plays the greater role in Attitude Toward Life for each
racial-cthnic group, classified by sex?%

It will be seen from table 5.3 that for almost every racial-
ethnie group, hoth male and femule, and for each conditi n, the
unique role for the set of five student body variables, School
QOutcomes (S0), substantially outweighs the unique role for the
set of five teacher attributes, T(5). The major exception is that
of Oriental females, for whom the unique roles are at times more
nearly cqual; indeed, for “FB, ACHV” they even favor T(5).
For Mexicans, Puerto Ricans, and Orientals the common por-
tions are quite Jarge, whereas for Indiuns, Negroes, and whites
they are surprisingly small. For the former groups the role of
SO relative to that of T(5) and their common portion is there-

8 Asin the previous seetion (p. 46), “unitized’” commonality analyses are
given for several different conditions: “U" (before any adjustments have
been made); “HB" (after Attitude Toward lile has been adjusted for
Socio-Eeonomic Status and Family Structure and Stability); “HB, ACHV"
(as for “HRB,” except that Achievement is also included); “FB, ACHV"
(as for “HB, ACHV,” except that the 3 measures that make up Fumily
Process are also included). "I'ke pereentage of variance in Attitude Toward
Life associated with these sets of variables for the “ U condition is given
on . 47, ulong with the same equation, and for the “FB, ACHV” con-
ditinon ig given by the plain portions in figure 5.3. The values for the other
conditions, which fall between these, are not given.
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Table 5.4.—Commonality Analyses of Student Body’s Attitude Toward Life (SATTUD) and School Outcomes (SO(4)), With Attitude
Toward Life, by Sex and Racial-Ethnic Group Membership (RETH)

. Total R Male female
K . Unique Unique Unique

Racial-Ethnic Group ADJ! SATTUD S0 (4) Common SATTUD S0 (4) Commonhn SATTUD S0 (4) Common
Indian. ... _____.._. U, o 17 1 82 29 4 67 5 5 90
HB..... ..... 27 5 68 3C 9 55 11 5 84
HB, ACHV.... 26 16 58 33 16 51 13 21 66
FB, ACHV._ .. 33 11 56 36 12 52 26 14 60
Mexican.._._._...... U_____....._. 27 1 72 26 1 73 26 1 73
HB.. ....... 38 3 59 37 2 61 36 3 61
HB, ACHV.___. 52 13 35 51 14 35 48 11 41
FB, ACHV.... 61 15 24 58 12 30 59 16 25
Puerto Rican. ... Ul 19 3 78 21 5 74 15 2 83
HB... . ....... 26 4 70 29 6 65 19 3 78
HB, ACHV. .. 33 11 56 35 14 51 27 11 62
FB, ACHV___ 28 3 69 33 7 60 22 4 74
Negro... _........ .. U o 32 6 62 38 4 25 25 8 67
HB . ... .. 38 12 50 44 11 45 30 16 54
HB, ACHV_.__ 41 34 25 48 31 21 32 39 29
FB, ACHV.__. 61 20 i9 67 22 11 51 19 30
Oriental......._..... U.._...__...._ 32 8 60 25 14 61 40 13 47
HB.... ... 42 8 50 43 14 43 49 16 35
HB. ACHV___. 40 7 53 39 10 51 46 22 32
FB, ACHV_ ... 35 6 59 37 13 50 42 20 38
White__....._ .. .... 50 4 46 47 3 50 53 6 41
65 16 16 63 13 24 67 28 5
60 40 V] 62 32 6 55 45 0
73 27 a 75 25 0 69 31 0
Total(U).........._._. U...... e 26 0 74 27 1 72 23 0 77
HB. ..... ... 45 9 46 45 7 48 43 12 45
HB, ACHV___. 53 35 12 55 27 18 49 43 8
FB, ACHV.. .. 64 19 17 62 16 22 64 22 14
Total(A)............. U .o, 40 3 57 a] 3 56 37 5 58
HB... ... ... 52 13 35 53 10 37 49 17 34
HB, ACHV___. 54 31 15 56 26 18 49 38 13
FB, ACHV.... 70 21 9 69 19 12 68 24 8

VU designates no adjustment in ATTUD; “HB” designates ATT UD adjusted for HB; “HB, ACHV,” designates ATTUD adjusted for
HB and ACHV; “FB, ACHV,” designates ATTUD adjusted for FB an.’ ACHV; “Total (A)"” designates ATTUD adjusted for RETH;
and “Total(U)"” indicates that ATTUD has not been adjusted for RETH.

fore overwhelmingly large. For the latter groups, however, their
commaen portion is large enough to indicate that T(5) may he
manifesting an influenee cither through or in conjunetion with
SO. Overall, however, we are inelined to regard the SO set as
being the key to understanding the possible effect of SCH
factors on ATTUD.

These results lead to our next question, whieh is: Which as-
peet of School Quteomes, Student Body?’s Attitude Toward Life,
or SO4) plays the greater role in Attitude Toward Life? It
will be remembered that SO{4) consists of the four student body
variables of Fxpectations for Exeellenee, Edueational Plans and
Desires, Study Habits, and Achievement. The results of our
“unitized” commonality analyses for these two sets of variables,
under the same conditions as before, are given in table 5.4. These
results show that for almost all of the groups and conditions the
unique role of Student Body's Attitude Toward Life (SATTUD)
exereds that of SO, The main exeeption is that of Negro
females, for whom, under the “HB, ACHV” condition, the role
of SO(4) slightly exceeds that of SATTUD. For groups other
than whites, the role of SO{4) and its portion in common with
SATTUD is large enough to indicate that SO(4) also plays a
role, even though most of it is common with SATTUD. For
whites, however, mueh of the role of SO(4) is unique. We shall

E ‘l‘lcde, then, that Student Body's Attitude Toward Life
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plays the greatest role among the possible influences of School
on Attitude Toward Life, but that the role of SO(4) is also
considerable,

Having cxamined these results we may wonder how these
same analyses vary for the different racial-ethnie groups by
region. This question is taken up in the next section.

5.3. VARIATIONS IN ATTITUDE TOWARD LIFE BY
FAMILY BACKGROUND, ACHIEVEMENT, SCHOOL,
GEOGRAPHIC LOCALE, AND RACIAL-ETHNIC GROUP
MEMBERSHIP

In this section we shall pose the same kinds of question as in
the previous seetion. The difference is that we shall be interested
in how the results for students in the North eompare with those
for students in the South.® We are interested in these compari-

9 For the States used in these groupings, see p. 6. The number of schools
used in these analyses was 923. Far each separate racial-cthnie group the
proportions were:

North 24 31 18 29 42 45
South 14 37 17 44 31 55
1 M P N W Totl
These proportions do not sum to their regional total beciuse many of the
minority group students attend the sume schools.
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sons beeause of the light they may shed on the possible offeets of
school organization and school influences on Attitude Toward
Life for the separate raeial-cthnic groups. In order to keep down
the number of comparisons to be made we did not examine sex
differences. Also, because Oriental-Americans were divided be-
tween East and West rather than North and South, we omitted
them from the analysis,

We first inquired into the similarities and differenees in the
relationship of Family Buackground, Achievement, and School
for the North as compared with the South. The pereentage of
variation in Attitude Toward Life associated with these varia-
bles is shown for both regions in figure 5.5. The emphasis here
should be upon the plain portions, which represent the possible
effects of School that are independent of Family Background
and Achicvement. Except for Indians, for whom just the reverse
is true, these plain portions are greater in the South than in the
North. Differences in the magnitude of the plain portions are
not prenounced. What 7s pronouneced is the large difference in
the total R-square (i.c., the shaded and plain portion combined)
between South and North, especially for Mexicans and Puerto
Ricans.

We turn now to the manner in which the varianee in Attitude
Toward Life associated with our set of 10 School variables is

FIGURE 5.5.

apportioned between Family Background anu Achievement,
and the portion that can be uniquely attributed to School. As in
the previous seetion, we shall divide the equation by R2(SCH)
50 as to make the values comparable aeross groups. These values
are:

Puerto
Indian  Mexican Rican Negro White
North_..._..___ 16 11 9 11 6
South_____.____ 17 29 25 18 9

It will be scen that the pereentage of variation in Attitude
Toward Life associated with School is always greater in the
South thau in the North, and that this difference is especially
pronounced for Mexican-Americans, Puerto Rieans, and Ne-
groes.

Figure 5.6 presents in graphic form, the results of these
“unitized” analyses. There are some conspicuous regional dif-
ferences here in the percentage values for the different groups.
For Indians, Mexicans, and Puerto Rieans relatively more of
the variance in Attitude Toward Life (ATTUD) associated with
School {SCH) is confounded with Family Background (FB) and
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FIGURE 5.6. - THE UNIQUE AND COMMON ROLES OF SCHBGL FACTORS IN

ATTITUDOE TOWARD LIFE, BY RACIAL-ETHNIC GROUP

MEMBERSHIF, FAR NORTH 'AND SOUTH
INDIAN MEXICAN PUERTO NEGRO
AICAN

100 — A3 N_3 N — 100
PERCENTRGE 7° ] = % % — 75

COHHON // //
VARIATION 50 ; //” — S0
25 -] R | g
o — — @

FB AND ACHY
RCHY
Fo

PERCENTY UNIQUE
70 sSchHoot

N - NORTH
9 - 30UTH

Achicvement (ACHV) in the South than in the North., For
Negroes and whites, however, this confounding is greater in the
North than in the South. For Indians, Mexicans, and Puerto

Ricans most of these differences appear in the form of smaller .

unique values for the set of school factors in the South. The same
groups display a larger confounding of FB and ACHYV in the
South, as can be seen from the plain portions in figure 5.6.
Also, Indians in the North and Puerto Rieans in the South have
a greater confounding of FB with SCH in relation to ATTUD
than do their southern and northern counterparts, The regional
values for Negroes are more similar than for the other groups.
They do differ, however, to the extent that the common por-
tions for FB and ACHYV (i.c., the plain portions) and for ACHV
(i.c., the portions with lines slanted from upper left to lower
right) are greater in the North than in the South. The unique
value and portion in common with FB also tend to be greater
in the South. Curiously, the same kind of trend exists for whites
as for Negroes, although for whites the regional differences tend
to be more pronounced.

We are now in a better position to appreciate how Family
Background (FB}, Achicvement (ACHYV), and Schoo’ ‘SCH)
are confounded in their relationship with Attitude Toward Life
(ATTUD). For most groups, the confounding of SCH is greatest
with FB and FB-ACHY ; scldom is the eonfounding of SCH with
ACHYV very large. Another point worthy of note is that, for
most of the groups, about half of the variance in ATTUD as-
sociated with SCH can be uniquely explained by it.

Our next step, then, is to find out which aspects of the school

Q  set are playing a greater role in some regions rather than

E119

others. Accordingly, we shall ask: Which aspeets of School,
School Quteomes or T(5), are playing the greatest role in Atti-
tude Toward Life?!® Qur analyses, unlike those in previous see-
tions, will deal with only one condition; viz, when Attitude
Toward Life has first been adjusted for Family Background and
Achievement. The pereentage of variance in Attitude Toward
Life that we will be working with corresponds to the plain por-
tions in figure 5.5.

The results of unitized analyses for School Outcomes (SO)
and T(8) are given in table 5.5. It will be seen that there are
some marked regional differences for some of the groups. Thus
for Indians and Mexicans the unique roles of 8O and T(5) are
greater in the North than in the South, while their common por-
tion is greater in the South. For Puerto Ricans the common por-
tions for North and South tend to be close in magnitude, while
the unique role of 8O is greater in the South than in the North
and the unique role of T(5) is greater in the North. The results
for Negroes and whites differ from thoee for the groups just
mentioned primarily in that the roles for SO are much larger
and those for T(5) and the eommon portion are much smaller,
For Negroes the role of 8O is greatest in the South; the common
portion and the unique role of T(5), on the other hand, are
greatest in the North. The unique role of T(5) is zero for whites
of both regions, but the unique role of 8O is larger in the North
and that of the common portion is larger in the South. Clearly,
for all groups the unique role of T(5) is smallest by far in the
South. Neither the common portions nor the unique role for

© For the variables that make up Sehool Outcomes and T'(5), see p. 46.
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Table 5.5.—Commonality Analyses of School Qutcomes (SO) and
Teacher Attrihutes (T(3)), With Attitude Toward Life, by
Racial-Ethnic l-roup Membcrshlp, for North (N) and South (b)

. . Urnique

Racial-Ethnic Group Region o] W5 Common

indian__ .. N 90 7 3
S 72 3 25

Mexican. . N 74 7 19
S 64 5 31

Puerto Rican .. N 38 19 43
S 49 6 45

Negro .. ..._...... ... N 86 2 12
S 98 0 2

White N 99 0 1
S 91 o 9

SO are uniformly greater in one region than in another; rather,
the values depend in cach ease upon the group under considera-
tion. For all groups, however, the unique role of SO exceeds
that of "T'(3) by a sufficient amount for us to conclude that SO
is the set to focus on, For groups other than Negroes and whites
we would also be inelined to conclude, from the values shown
here, that the T(5) set may play a secondary role.

Accordingly, our next guestion ist Which -aspeet of School
Outennus, Student Body's Attitude Toward Life or 8SO(4), is
plaving the greater role in Attitude Toward Life? The results of
“umitized” commaonality analyses for these two subsets of School
Outcomes, after adjustments in Attitude Toward Life were first
made for ramily Background and Achievement, are given in
table 5.6. It will be seen from this table that there are con-
siderable r(-;.,mn.ll ax well as group differences. One that stands
out immediately is that the common portions are virtually zero
for whites and next largest for Negroes; indeed, the values for
the other groups usnally execed those for both whites and Ne-
grees by a considerable amount. Moreover, the unique role of
Student Body's Attitude Toward Life tends to be greater in the
South than in the North for whites, Negroes, and Indians, al-
theugh for these same groups the role of SO(4) is greater in the
North than in the South. For Mexican-Amerieans and Puerto
Ricans the unique roles of both sets are greater in the North
than in the South, while their common portions are smaller in
the North, For cach group the role of Student Body's Adtitude
Toward Life exceeds that of SO(4) by u sufficient amount for us
to conclude that it is the variable to concentrate on in tryving to
understand school influenees on ATTUDY However, SO4)
clearly plays a rofe as well, We will withhold further interpreta-

Table 5.6.—Commonality Analyses of Student Body's Attitude
Toward ‘Life (SATTUD) and Schoel Outcomes (S0(1)), With
Attitude Toward Life, by Racial-Ethnic Group Membership, for
North (\') and South (’3)

Unique
Racial-Ethnic Sroup Region SATTUD 50(4) Common
indian..._ ... ... . N 34 14 52
S 48 9 43
Mexican. ... .. ..... N 64 21 15
S 54 12 34
Puerto Ricar.... . .. N 33 7 60
S 21 5 74
Negro................. N 54 26 20
S 60 17 23
White_ ... ... ... . Fg 68 32 0

" I‘ur the variables that make up Student Body's Attitude Toward Life

tion of these differences until we can pull together the results
from the different sections.

5.4. COMMONALITY ANALYSES OF HOME
BACKGROUND, FAMILY PROCESS, ACHIEVEMENT,
AND SCHOOL WITH ATTITUDE TOWARD LIFE

How do the sets of variables already discussed relate to one
another when placed in 2 more complex analysis? Although such
an analysis would become unwicldy for cach separate group, it
ean be performed casily enough for all students combined. In
particular, it scems worth examining the relative roles played in
Attitude Toward Life by Home Background, Achievement,
Family Proeess, and School when placed in context with one
another, In arder to do this we shall use two versions of Home
Background, onc consisting only of Socio-Feonomie Status and
Family Structure and Stability, and the other of these variables
plus Racial-Fthnie Group Membe rship (RETH). We shall label
the former set “HB’ and the latter “HB(1).” In table 5.7, which
contains the results of four-set commonality analyses for these
variables, the cocfficients for each set for the HB and HB(I)
analyses are placed alongside one another, in order to more
readily display the changes that take place when RETH is in-
cluded as an aspeet of HB.

It will he seen that the squared multiple correlations, R-
SQ(T), both before and after RIVTH is included, are the same.
Henee 44 pereent of all the differences among students in their
ATTUD are explained by these four sets of variables whether
or not RETH is included. The values of the unitized cocfficients
in the body of the table show that the inclusion of RETH as an
aspeet of HB has only a slight offeet, most of which consists in a
small increase in the third-order cocfficient involving Home
Background. Achievement, and School, and a small deerease in
the second-order cocfficient involving Achievement and Schaool.
For the remainder of this discussion, then, we will emphasize
the considerable regularities for these two analyses (viz, HB
and HB(I)).

In examining the row labeled “Sum 93, which is obtained by
summing the cocflicients in cach column, we ean note that the
largest. value by far oceurs for Family Process (PRCS). The
values for the other sets, which are some 24 to 40 pereent less,
arc highest for Achievement (ACHY) and lowest for the 10-

Table 5.7.—Commonality Analyses of Home Background (HB),
Achievement (ACHY), Family Procecss (PRCS), and School
(SCH(10)), With Attitude Toward Life

1 2 3 4
HB HB(I) ACHV PRCS SCH(10)

[0]¢,4) T 0 0 5 5 22 22 12 11
C(X1X2) 0 1 0 1 o .- -
C(X1X3) 8 8 ... . 8 8 - _—
C(X1X4) 0 ) . o - 0 1
C(X2X3)_. ... . .. . 12 12 12 12 .. ..
C(X2x4)y . ...._... ool . 4 1 - ... 4 1
C(X3X4) ... ... ... . oL o 4 5 4 5
C(X1X2X3) .. ... 15 15 15 15 15 15 ... -
C(X1X2X4) . 2 5 2 5 _ 2 5
C(X1X3X4) ... ... . 2 1 . N 2 1 2 1
C(X2X3X4).. ... . ... ... =1 -1 =1 =1 =1 —1
C(X1X2X3X4).. .. ... 14 14 14 14 14 14 14 14

Sum%..... ... ... 41 45 51 52 76 76 37 37

RSQ T Lo L as 44 .. .

NOTL———HB consists of SF% and I‘%G HB(I) designates HB
when it includes RETH. The total number of 9th-grade students is
133,136, from 923 schools.

A1), see p. D
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variable school st (SCH(10)), with Home Background (HB)
in the middle. This ordering changes somewhat for the unique
values: PRCS still has a much larger unique value than the
others, but SCH(10) takes on the second largest value, and
ACHYV is third. HB is lowest of all with a zero value.

Another significant ordering that can be obtained from this
table is based on the differenee between the value for “Sum "
and that of the unique value, U(X1). This difference is an index
of the varianee in Attitude Toward Life explained by that
particular sct that is confounded with the other sots. Here, the
value is greatest for PRCS (54 pereent), next greatest for ACHV
(47 percent), third greatest for HB (45 percent), and lowest for
SCH (25 pereent). These results show that PRCS explains more
of the variance in ATTUD than any of the other sets, and has
beth the largest unique value and a larger percentage con-
founded than any of the other sets.

Another erucial test is to examine the higher order cocfficients.
Here, a large portion—some 14 percent—is confounded among
all four sets (C{X1X2X3X4)). Other large portions involve
HB, ACHV. and PRCS (C(X1X2X3)), HB and ACHV
(C(X1X3)), and ACHV and PRCS (C(X2X3)). Curiously, the
magnitude of these coefficients for SCH(10), other than the
fourtii-order one, are not nearly as large as they are for the other
sots, Henee, much of the confounding for this set occurs with all
of the other sets of variables. Some confounding of SCH(10)
also occurs with PRCS (C(X3X4)), and with HB and ACHV
(C(X1X2X41)).

In summary, these analyses have shown that the largest ex-
planatory role {both total and unique) in Attitude Toward Life
of any of these variables, when put in context with Home
Background, Achicvement, and School, is played by Family
Process. The second largest unique value, which was almost
half that of Faniily Proecess, belonged to School, and the third
largest, which was about one-fourth that of Family Process, to
Achievement. The unique value of Home Background was zero.
We conclude, then, that the personalized kinds of pareut-child
invoivement represented by Faniily Process persist in their re-
lationship with Attitude Toward Life even after Home Back-
ground, Achievement, and School have heen taken into aceount.
In addition, the school set plays a diseernible role in which pre-
vious analyses have suggested that the student body’s achieve-
ment aud motivational mix plays the primary role.

5.5. SUMMARY

In this chapter we examined the role that school factors
played in Attitude Toward Life, both alone and in combination
with Family Background and Achievement. On the basis of
previous analyses we seleeted a set of 10 school factors, called
SCH or SCH(10), that were shown to accourt for most of the
variation in an individual student's Attitude Toward T.ife inso-
far as it was associated with school factors. This was true both
before and after different aspeets of his Family Background and
Achievement were taken into aecount.

The set of 10 school factors contained 2 main subsets of 5
variables each. The first consisted of student hody's Expecta-
tions for Excellenee, Attitude Toward Life, Educational Plans
and Desires, Study Habits, and Achievement. This subset
was called School Outeomes (SO) because it represented, in part,
the aggregate effeet of the school. The second subset consisted of

Q ttributes of teachers: racial-cthnic composition; level of
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verbal skill; view of teaching conditions; preference for working
with studeuts of different ability levels; and salary and training.
This subset was labeled “T(5).”

We began by asking various questions about the role of school
factors, but our chief interest was in the percentage of Attitude
Toward Life that could be associated with these factors before
any aspects of the student’s Family Background or Achicvement
had been taken into account. We examined these pereentages
for students grouped in a number of different ways.* When
all the racial-cthnic groups of both sexes were kept in the same
analytic framework, a value of 16 percent was observed. When
the groups were kept separate, however, we noted that this
percentage varied considerably. It was usually lower for whites
than for the othsr groups, a result that indicates in part the
n:ore pronounced tendeney of nonwhite than of white students
to go to school with others who are similar to themselves in
outlook.

Some of this relationship may also indicate the possible ef-
feets of school factors on Attitude Toward Life. However, we
saw ia chapter 3 that nonwhites have a less optimistic outlook
on life than whites, and in chapter 4 that both nonwhites and
whites tend to go to school with students of similar background.®
In view of these facts we have chosen here to give primary em-
phasis to the results for analyses in which a"l students are in-
cluded in the same framework. In this manner the full range of
Attitude Toward Life as well as other school factors can be
entered into the analysis. In addition, since so many things are
associated with Ruacial-Ethnic Group Membership we shall
emphasize results in which it is ineluded as an aspeet of Family
Background.

The first question we asked was: How is the variation in Atti-
tude Toward Life (ATTUD) that is associated with school
factors (SCH) apportioned between Family Background (FB)
and Achievement (ACHV), and how much can be uniquely as-
sociated with SCH, independently of FB aund ACHV? We noted
carlier that the pereentage of variation in ATTUD associated
with SCH was 16 pereent for all ninth-grade students. When
these same pereentages were examined for the different regions
we observed the following values: nonmetropolitan North, 10;
metropolitan North, 13; metropolitan South, 20; and non-
metropolitan South, 23—percentages almost twice as great in
the South as in the Nortl." After the student’s FB% and ACHV
were taken into account, these regional pereentages declined as
follows: nonmetropolitan North, 3; metropolitan North, 3;
metropolitan South, 7; nonmetropolitan South, 6. Again these
values, although much smaller, were about twiee as great in the
South as in the North. Henee, what we would regard as the pos-
stble effeets of school faetors on ATTUD that were independent
of FB and ACHYV were greater in the South than in the North,
We shall suggest a possible explanation for this a little later.

12 Actually, the percentages in question were squared multiple corre-
lutions.

3 In chapter 5 this was indicated by the high corretions of the student
body's racial-ethnic and socioeconomie composition with that of the
student’s own group membership.

4 North-South differences were examined for the separate racial-ethnic
groups. These percentages were found to be greater in the South than in
the North. This regional difference was particularly pronounced for Mexi-
cans, Puerto Rieans, and Negroes., Sex differences tended to be greater
for males than for females, except for Mexicans and Orientals, for whom
the reverse was true.

15 Including his Racial-Ethnic Group Membership.
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When we examined the variauce in ATTUD associated with
SCH that was confounded with FB and ACHV, we observed
that for all regional groups the shared pereentages were greatest
for FB and SCH, and for the combination of FB, ACHV, and
SCH. The common portien for ACHV and SCH was usually
very much smaller relative to these other values (viz, FB-SCH.
and FB-ACHV-SCH)."* Henee, insofar as these common por-
tions represent the shared or joint roles of FB, ACHV, and
SCH factors as they relate to ATTUD, they suggest that these
roles are exereised through IFB and through FB-ACHV com-
bined, rather than just through ACHYV,

The next question we asked was: Which subsets of the Sehool
set, School Outeomes or T(3), appear to be plaving the greater
role in Attitude Toward Life? We condueted these analyses hoth
before and after Attitude Toward Life was adjusted for increas-
ingly more aspeets of the student’s Family Background (includ-
ing his Racial-Ethnie Group Membership), as well as of his
Achievement. These analyses showed that, for all these condi-
tions, the set of five student body variables (SO) played an over-
whelmingly greater role than Aid the set of five teacher attri-
butes (T'(5)). Indeed, insofar as T(5) plaved a role at all, it was
almost completely eonfounded with 8O.'7 Regional differences in
these relationships were not marked.*®

We then asked: Which of the five student body variables
(S0) scem to be playing the greatest role in Attitude Toward
Life? In order to conduct these analyses we separated these
variables into two sets: Student Body's Attitude Toward Life
(SATTUD), and a sct eontaining the other four student body
variables (SO(4)). Analyses with these sets were run both before
and after Attitude Toward Life (ATTUD) was adjusted for
increasingly mare aspeets of the student’s Family Background
(including his Racial-Ethnic Group Membership) and for his
Achievement. These analyses showed that the role of SATTUD
exceeded that of SO(4) by an amount large enough to show that
it was definitely the more important of the two. However, the
role of SG(4) was far from negligible. We concluded, then, that

18 This tended also to be true for each of the separaie racial-ethnie groups,
the main exception being Puerto Rican females.

17 For some of the separate racial-ethnie groups, T(3) tended to have a
larger unique and common role than for all groups combined. However,
except for Oriental-Americans. this unique role was never large.

18 For groups other than whites, the unique role of T(3) was slightly
greater in the North than in the South, while for the role of SO the apposite
was true. For all groups, however, the role of SO was overwhelmingly
greater than that of T(5).

1% This also tended to be true for eaeh of the separate racial-ethnic
groups.

Q
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SO, which may be thought of as the achievemui.i and motiva-
tienal mix of the student body, is the key to understanding the
effects of schooi factors on ATTUD." The regional figures
showed that the role of SATTUD was slightly greater in the
South than in the North, while the opposite was true of SO(4).2
What kind of explanatory model is most suited to these data?
We are inelined to rely on a modified version of an carlier formu-
lation (Maveske et al., 1972a). This version runs as follows:

1. Students are alloeated into schools on the basis of Family
Background (FB), primarily their Soeio-Economie
Status (SES) and Racial-Ethnic Group Membership
(RETH).
Since attributes such as Attitude Toward Life (ATTUD)
and Achievement (ACHYV) are correlated with FB, it
follows that there is considerable disparity among
schonls in the composition of their students not only
with regard to the primary assignment variables, such
as SES and RETH, but also with regard to variables
correlated with them, such as ATTUD and ACHV.

3. It follows that the student mix of behavioral attributes
has an effeet on cach individual student that is inde-
pendent of his FB—and, in the case of ATTUD, inde-
pendent of his ACHV as well 2 Since the allocation of
students into schools on the basis of their SES and
RETH is more pronounced in the South than in the !
North, and since the relationship of FB with ATTUD is
also more pronounced there (see chapters 3 and 4), we
would expeet that the effeet of one's fellow students’
behavioral attributes would also be greater there.

1o

In our carlier work we were able to assert that disparities
among students and schools in Achievement were already evi-
dent at the first grade, and that the schools tended to perpetuate
these differences among the racial-ethnic groups. For Attitude
Toward Life, unfortunately, we do not have a measure at the
first grade, and henee are unable to assert to what extent dis-
parities in this variable are present and to what extent, they are
perpetuated or increased over the years of schooling. This latter
topie will be dealt with at greater length in ehapter 6.

® The same pattern held good for northern as opposed to southern
Indians, Negroes, and whites. For Mexicans and Puerto Ricans, hawever,
the unique role for both sets was greater in the North than in the South.

2 [{owever, the independent effect of the student body’s attitudes and
behavior is small compared with that of the student’s own family back-
ground.
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6. Grade-Level Trends

So far we have dealt mainly with results at the ninth grade.
We shall now go on to compare them with results at the 6th
and 12th grade. We did not use results from the lower grades
beeause an adequate set of family process measures was not
available at those levels. Even at the sixth grade none of the
variables was as adequately measured as at the higher grades.
However, for grades 9 and 12 the measures were entirely
comparable,

We shall make comparisons of four main kinds: comparisons
of one variable's correlation with another; comparisons of por-
centages of variation, or R-squares; comparisons of the results
of commonality analyses; and comparisons of simple group dif-
ferences, whether expressed in the form of ranks, mean dif-
ferences, or sigma differences.

Table 6.1 shows. for each locale, the pereentage of students
from ecach grade level ineluded in the analvses. It will be seen
that the Jargest proportions of students and scheols are from
the metropolitan North and nonmetropolitan South. Table 6.2
shows the corresponding pereentages for caeh racial-ethnie
group, with the pereentage of male students. This latter table
suggests that we take two precautions in inferring grade-level
trends. The first one pertains to the inereasing pereentage of
white and Orviental-American students at the higher grade
levels and the deereasing pereentages for the other groups. These
changes indicate the proportionately greater incidence of drop-
outs ameng Indians, Mexican-Americans, Puerto Ricans, and
Negroes than among Oriental-Anmericans and whites. Henee, the
populations at the higher grade levels are more seleetive not only
in terms of the propensity to attend school but in terms of all
variables correlated with that propensity. The other precaution
is made neeessary by the slightly greater proportion of males
than females, among Indians, Mexican-Americans, Puerto
Ricans, and Oriental-Americans, as represented in table 0.2,
LEvidently, for these groups, there was underreporting among
females, some of whom must have either identified themselves
as “other” on the raeial-cthnic question or failed to respond to
that item at all. In addition, a higher proportion of females than

males may well have deelined to identify themselves by sex.
Such, at any rate, is the conclusion suggested by the relevant
figures for ninth-grade students, 50.6 percent of whom identified
themselves as male and 48.2 pereent as female, while 1.2 pereent
failed to respond to that item.

6.1. GRADE-LEVEL TRENDS IN GROUP DIFFERENCES

In chapter 2 we examined the ranked means for each group on
cach of the five family background variables (FB) and on
Achievement (ACHV). We noted that there was a pronounced
tendencey for a group that ranked high on one variable to rank
high on all the others as well, We also noted that there was a
high degree of correlation among these ranks, as couid be seen
from the pereentage of total variance accounted for by the first
principal component computed on the intercorrelations of these
ranks. It is now time to inquire if these same kinds of relation-
ship prevail for the other grade levels.

The ranked group means for cach grade level are shown in
table 6.3. It will be seen that, with only a few exceptions, groups
that are high for one grade level tend also to be high for the
others. This is true of almost every variable. Thus, whites tend
to score highest at every grade level on every variable except
for Expeetations for Excellence at the 12th grade and Fduca-
tional Plans and Desires at the 9th grade. Similarly, Orientals
tend to seore seeond highest, with the exeeption of Educational
Plans and Desires at the 12th and 9th grades, Study Habits
at the 12th grade, and Attitude Toward Life as well as Expecta-
tions for Excellence at the 6th grade. Puerto Ricans tend to
score lowest, with the next-to-lowest being a toss up between
Indians and Mexicans. Negroes show the greatest shift over the
grade levels, as their relative Socio-Feonomice Status, Family
Structure and Stability, Attitude Toward Life, and Achievement
all decline, while their Expectations for Iixcellence, Educational
Plans and Desires, and Study Habits inerease. No doubt some
of these changes are due to the higher dropout rates for Indians
and Mexican-Americans, as well as to the characteristics of

Table 6.1.—Percentage of Total Students (Px) and Percentage of Total Schools (P,), by Geographic Locale, Grade Level, and Region

. NonMetropolitan Metropolitan Total
Region Grade PN Pa Px Pu PN ()
North . 12 129, 199 519, 20% 63% 399
9 129, 179, 519, 27% 62% 449,
6 139, 189, 459, 349 58% 52%
SOUh . e 12 249, 50% 129, 11% 379 61%
9 25% 449 139, 119, 38% 559,
6 299, 37% 149, 119, 42% 489,
Total e 12 37% 69% “63% 31% 96,426 780
9 36%, 629, 649, 389% 133,136 923
6 41% 55% 599, 459, 123,306 2,370
Q

E—Because of rounding, percentages may not add to 100.
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Table 6.2.—Percentage of Students and Schools, With Percentage of Male Stadents, by Racial-Ethnic Group Membership and Grade Level

A All Students at Grade:
Racial-Ethnic Group 6 9 12

Male Students at Grade: Schools at Grade:
6 9 12 9

Indian.._.... ... .. .. ... 3% 2%, 2%
Mexican_ . . . . e 7% 5% 3%
Puerto Rican_.... _......... ... . 3% 3% 2%
Negro... ... ... .. ... .. . 28% 299, 26%
Oriental. ... ... e e e 1% 1% 29,
White. ... ... e 57% 60% 66%
Total ... .. ... ... . ... . 118,106 128,106 94,096

559% 549, 559% 31% 38% 27%
589, 58% 549, 53%, 67%, 49,
589, 519, 50%, 299, 35% 23,
47%, 489, 469, 55% 73% 67%
56% 529, 549, 129 17% 129,
51% 519, 509, 77% 73% 66%
519 519 499 2,370 923 780

NoTE—Because of rounding, percentages for students may not add to 100. Percentuges for schools are not meant to add to 100, since

many students from different groups attend the same school.

dropouts in every racial-cthnie group. Undoubtedly, also, some
of these changes rflect group characteristies, such as higher
Expeetations for Fxecllenee for Negroes who remain in school,

We may develop two quantitative measures of the stability
of these ranks over the grade leveds, One measure focuses on
the extent to which, at cach grade level. a group that is high on
one variable, as indieated by its rank, tends also to be high on
cach of the other variables at that grade level. This degree of
correlation ix assessed in the same manner as in chapter 2, by
computing the pereentage of total variance aceounted for by the
first few principal components of the intercorrelations. If this
pereentage is high for the first principal component, then there
15 a pronounced tendeney for groups that are high on one vari-
able to be high on all the others. However, if more than one
principal component is required to account for these intercorre-
lations then there must be subgroups of variables on which
certain groups rank high and others on which they rank low.
The pereentage of varianee aceounted for by the first few prinei-
pal components at cach grade level 1= as follows:

Grade Level

Percentage of Variance: Gth Oth 12th
First o o oaoo-l.. a3 |9 71
Second . ... 4 4 23
Third o e 4

These pereeniages show that at each grade level there is a
strong first principal component that aceounts for most of the
varianee among these ranks. It will also be seen that the per-
centage of varianee aecounted for by this component deereases
at the higher grade lovels, Indeed, at the 12th grade @ second

principal component emerges that accounts for 23 pereent of
the varance, Thix is undoubtedly due in part to changes among
the groups in their relative Expeetations for Excellence as well
as their Educational Plans and Desires. -

Of special importanee here is the correlation between a group’s
relative Achievement (ACHYV) and Attitude Toward Life
(ATTUD) at cach grade level. It is important because the vani-
able we are using to indicate racial-cthnic group membership
was created by assigning to cach student the meaan achicvement
score attained by members of his racial-cthnie group (p. 12).
But if the group differences in Achievement are about the same
as they are in Attitude Toward Life, then Racial-Ethnie Group
Mcembership can also be used to explain group differences in
the latter. The relevant correlations for grades 6, 9, and 12
are, respectively, 83, 94, and 94. Thesce values are large enough
to indicate that Racial-Ethnie Group Membership can indeed
be used to explain differenees in Attitude Toward Life.

A second quantitative measure we ean develop is of the stabil-
ity of the group ranks for each variable across grade levels. This
is done by computing the eorrelations of the group ranks for es ch
rariable at cach grade level. For example, the ranks for Socio-
Feonomie Status at grade six are correlated with their counter-
parts at grade nine to get a measure of the relative stability of
the group means as the analysis moves from the lower grade to
the higher. If the correlation is high (i.c., near unity), then the
relative standing of the groups remains the same. The lower the
degree of correlation the greater are the changes or fluctuations
among groups and across grade levels. These correlations, for
cach variable, are givenin table 6.4, [T « correlational value of 80
indicates a high degree of stability then, as can be seen from the
table, there is moderate-to-high stahility in the relative standing
of these groups on  Achicvement (ACHYV), Study Habits
(HBTS), liducational Pluiy and Desires (EDPLN), Socio-

Table 6.3.—Rank Order of Racial-Ethnic Group Differences on Family Background, Attitude Toward Life, and Achievement, by Grade Level

R indian Mexican Puerto Rican Neggro Oriental White
Set of Variables 9 9 1 6 9 12 12 9 1 9

Socio-Economic Status (SES).._.... 5 5 3 4 3 5 6 6 6 3 4 4 2 2 2 1 1 1
Family Structure and Stahility

(FSS)o il 5 5 4 4 3 3 6 6 6 3 4 5 2 2 2 1 1 1
Expectations for Excellence

(EXPTN) . el 4 5 4 5 4 6 6 6 5 2 3 1 3 2 2 1 1 3
Attitude Toward Life (ATTUD)...__. 4 4 3 5 3 4 6 6 6 2 5 5 3 2 2 1 1 1
Educational Plans and Desires

(EDPLN). ... ... 4 4 3 5 5 5 6 6 6 3 3 2 2 1 4 1 2 1
Study Habits (HBTS)....._.__._.._.. 4 5 4 5 4 5 6 6 6 3 3 2 2 2 3 1 1 1
Achievement (ACHV)..... .. .._...._ 3 3 3 5 4 4 6 6 5 4 5 6 2 2 2 1 1 1

Q HTE—A low rank indicates a high mean. Family Background consists of all the row variables except ATTUD and ACHV.
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Table 6.4.—Rank-Order Correlations of Group Differences on Family Background, Attitude Toward Life, and Achievement for Grades 6, 9,

and 12
Rank-Order Correlations
Grade Level SES FSS EXPTN ATTUD EDPLN HBTS ACHV
6and 9. ... 94 94 89 60 94 94 94
Qand 12, .. .. .l.. 77 94 60 94 66 89 94
6and 12 .. ... iiiil... 83 83 77 66 83 94 83

NoTE.—For the full titles of the variables here denoted by acronyms, see table 6.3.

Economic Status (SES), and Family Structure and Stability
(FSS). Ther is somewhat less stability for Fxpectations for
Excellence and for Attitude Toward Life. We ean expect these
refationships to affect the results of Later analyses.

Still another way of observing these changes is to inspect the
magnitude of the correlates of Racial-Fithnie Group Member-
ship (RETH) at cach grade level. It is elear from tables 6.3 and
6.1 that group means of Achievement (the basis, it will be re-
called, of RETH), are highly stable cver the grade levels. Con-
sequently, we wonld expect correlates of RETH at eacl level
to reflect, in large measure, changes in the g np means on the
other variables. It will be seen from table .5 hud of 2l the cor-
relates of RETH, only ATTUD fails to ueerease at the 12th
grade, and that Eduecational Plans and Desires, Study Habits,
and Achicvement deerease at both the 9th and the 12th grade.
At the same time, the magnitude of the multiple correlation of
oIl sevenr of these variables with RETH inereascs slightly with
each higher grade level. What this means is that the group dif-
forences are hecoming more consistent (or more predietable) at
the higher grade levels for all seven variables combined and for
ATTUD, and less predictable for the remaining «ix variables.

Our analyvses up to this point have dealt with the consisteney
of the differences among our six racial-cthnie groups across
grade levels. We also noted, in chapter 2, that there were syste-
matic differences between 9th-grade males and females in
Attitude Toward Life. The came results hold also for the other
grade levels; viz, males tend to have larger standard deviations
than females,! and whites have consistently smalier standard
deviations than any other racial-cthnic group.

In tables 6.3 and 6.4 we studied the relative mean differences
among the racial-ethnie groups across grade levels. In figure 6.1
these same differences are presented graphieally in terms of
sigma units, In other words, for cach grade Ievel the distribution

Table 6.5.—Correlation of Racial-Ethnic Group Membership
(RETH) With Family Background, Attitude Toward Life, and
Achievement, by Grade Level

Grade Levei
Set of Variables 9
Socio-Economic Status (SES). . ... ... _..... 37 38 34
Family Structure and Stability (FSS)._...._.__. 30 30 26
Expeciations for Excellence (EXPTN)_..... ... 17 12 —02
Attitude Toward Life (ATTUD). ... .. _____.. 22 27 27
tducationa! Plans and Desires (EDPLN).._.__. 22 13 05
Study Habits (HBTS) .. ... .. ... ... ... ... 22 18 10
Achievement (ACHV) .. .. ... . ... . ... .. .. 49 46 45
Multiple Correlation 2. .. .. ... ... ... 53

! These analyses are based upon 123,305 6th-grade, 128,108 9th-
grade, and 94,096 12th-grade students.

* Multiple correlation of all 7 row variables with RETH. Family
Background consists of all the row variables except ATTUD and
ACHV.

l: lillcfept for 12th-grade Indians, for whom the reverse is true.
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of scores on Attitude Toward Life (ATTUD) for all students is
set equal to 2 mean of 50 with a standard deviation of 10, and
cach group’s mean is then expressed graphically on this seale.
The most obvious featire of figure 6.1 is that the scores for
some of the groups remain relatively constant across grade
levels, while others show inereases or deercases, However, we
cannot conclude that these latter groups are developing either a
less or a more optimistic outlook, for, as was seen from table
6.2 on page 58, there are proportionately fewer dropouts among
Orientals and whites. By averaging the means for each racial-
ethnie group we can obtain a score that is less affected by
differences in the dropout rate. These averages are: Indians,
46.4; Mexicans, 45.8; Puerto Rieans, 42.6; Negroes, 43.7;
Orientals, 48.1; and whites, 51.3. Henee, on the average, Indians,
Mexicans, and Negroes cach trail whites hy about half a
standard deviation, Orientals by about one-third of a standard !
deviation, and Puerto Ricans by almost a full standard -
deviation. ‘

As noted carlier, it is difficult to interpret the changes that
take place over the grade levels. Most likely some of them do
refleet ehanges in the outlook of these groups above and beyond
alterations in their composition due to dropouts. However, since
we cannot separate the one effect from the other, we shall make
no attempts at interpretation.

More casily approached, at least with present data, is the
question of male-female differences. These differences, as indi-
cated by the male mean subtracted from the female mean, are
shown for each group and grade level in table 6.6. It will be seen
that, for all three grade levels, females have a consistently higher
mean than do males, save for one group: 12th-grade Indians. In
order to emphasize the consisteney of these differences across
grade levels we have averaged them without regard to sign, These
differences are given in the “average” column of table 6.6, which
shows that the largest values are for Negroes and Puerto Ricans
and the smallest for whites.? But although females consistently

Table 6.6.—Sex Differences in Average Attitude Toward Life, by
_Grade Level and Racial-Ethnic Group

Mean Differences?
6 9

Racial-Ethnic Group 12 Average
Indian...._._ . ... ... . ___.__.. 1.11 89 —1.92 1,30
Mexican. ... .. ... ... ... ... . 1.22 1.92 .95 1.36
PuertoRican_. ... ... . _._........ 184 1.74 264 2.07
Negro. . ... ... 1.38 296 293 2.42
Orniental_ ... . ... ... . . ... 1.39 222 199 1.86
White. ... ... ... ... .12 1.29 1.36 .92

Total . .- 1.60 1.45 1.21

' Female mean minus male mean.

2 Actually, if we had averaged the differences taking the sign of the differ-
ence into account, Indians would have had the smallest value because of
the negative difference at grade 12 (their actual value would have been
0.03).
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FIGURE 6.1. - GRADE-LEVEL TRENDS IN AVERAGE ATTITUDE TOWARD LIFE
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score higher than males regardless of grade level, the differences
are seldom Jarge. In faet, the differences conneeted with sex are
of a lower order than the differences connected with raeial-
ethnic group membership, This ean be shown by forming the
pairwise difference between the group means (e.g., by subiract-
ing average ATTUD for Indians from average ATTUD for
whites), averaging these differences without regard to sign, and
then coiaparing these values with the average of the above sex
differenves (i.c., the “average” column in table 6.6). The average
sex difference, obtained by adding the first 6 values in the
“average’”’ colummn of table 6.4 and dividing by 6, is 1.65.2 The
average difference among the racial-ethnie groups is 3.42.4 Thus,

3 If we had averaged the sex differences across grade levels with regard
to sign, so that the difference for 12th-grade Indians was added in negatively,
this nverage of the ¢ averages would have heen 1.44.

* Computed by averaging, without regard to sign, the pairwise differences
among the 6 group means (viz, a total of 13 mean differences). The
means used were the grade-level averages eomputed in eonjunetion with
© 6.l

ERIC
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the average difference among racial-ethnic groups is roughly
twice the average sex difference within groups.

In the next section we shall observe grade-level trends in the
kinds of family background factors that are assoclated with dif-
ferenees among students in their Attitude Toward Life.

6.2. GRADE-LFVEL. TRENDS IN THE ROLES OF FAMILY
BACKGROUND FACTORS AND ACHIEVEMENT IN
ATTITUDE TOWARD LIFE

How similar are the correlations of each of the family back-
ground measures and Aechievement with Attitude Toward Life
across grade levels? Correlutes of Attitude Toward Life (AT-
TUD) are shown in table 6.7 for each separate group, and for all
students both before (Ftotal”) and after (“total (A)”) adjust-
ments have been made in ATTUDS It will be seen from table

5 L.e., Attitude Toward Life was adjusted for its refationship with Raeial-
Ethnie Group Membership by means of partial eorrelation teehnigues.




Table 6.7.—Correlation of Attitude Toward Life (ATTUD) With Family Background and Achievement, by Racial-Ethnic Group Member-

ship and Grade Level

Indians Mexicans
9 112 6 9 12

Set of Variables

Puerto Ricans Negroes
6 9 12 6 9 12

Orientais Whites Total Total (A)
6 9 12 6 9 12 €6 9 12 6 9 12

Socio-Economic Status (SES) ._..... 27 24 12 32 27 17 33 27
Family Structure and Stability (FSS). 40 21 16 55 20 22 56 18

Expectations for Excellence

(EXPTN). e 51 40 23 64 38 17 67 41
Educationat Plans and Desires

(EDPLN) . ... ... 44 38 31 54 37 32 52 43
Study Habits (HBTS).._._...._...... 63 45 33 76 43 43 78 45
Achievement (ACHV)........_._..__. 32 37 29 39 41 37 35 39
Multiple Coirelation (MC)......... 69 54 42 80 55 54 83 56

15 23 21 13 41 27 21 29 27 19 33 33 24 32 25 7
22 35 18 11 63 34 27 25 18 13 38 25 19 43 18 1.

22 56 47 30 62 47 24 33 40 29 46 43 26 50 41 27
40 51 45 35 60 48 39 43 40 31 49 42 31 50 40 31
40 67 43 32 72 45 30 48 40 32 60 44 34 64 41 33
37 31 38 33 51 40 41 34 41 37 38 46 42 32 39 35

54 73 58 47 80 57 48 58 53 45 68 58 50 51 54 4~

NoTE.~—MC =multiple correlation of all 6 row variables with ATTUD. Family Background consists of all row variables except ACHV.

6.7 that ecach of the family background variables, in almost
every group, has a progressively decreasing relationship with
ATTUD at the higher grade levels. Slight exceptions occur for
Family Structure and Stability (FSS) among Mexican-Ameri-
cans and Puerto Ricans as the analysis moves from the gth to
the 12th grade, and for Expectations for Excellence (EXPTNXN)
among whites as it moves from the 6th to the 9th grade. For
Achicvement (ACHYV) a truncation or maximum value oc-
curs at the ninth grade, while the adjacent grades have some-
what lower values. The only exception to this trend is that of
Oriental-Americans, for whom the relationship of ACHV with
ATTUD is lowest at the ninth grade. The multipie eorrelations
of ATTUD with the six variables also show a progressive decline
by grade, from lower to higher. A slight exception to this occurs
for the “total (A)” analyses: after adjustments are made in
ATTUD for RETH, the maximum multiple correlation occurs
ai the ninth grade (it should be emphasized that we are refer-
ring here only to the multiple correlations). In general, we may
conclude that the overall trend is for the magnitude of these re-
lationships to deecrease at the higher grade levels. We must
eaution, however, that this is duce to an unknown degree to the
interrclationships of at least three factors:

1. Real changes in the nature of these relationships across
grade levels.

2. The changing composition of the student samples due to
dropouts.

3. The changing composition of the indices at the Gth as
compared with the 9th and 12th grades.

Because all these changes are oceurring, we shall emphasize
regularities in the order of magnitude of the relationship of dif-
ferent sets of variubles with ATTUD in the analyses that fol-
low.

Another thing we need to know about these relationships is
how the pereentage of variation in Attitude Toward Life
(ATTUD) accounted for by different combinations of these
variables differs by grade level. Figure 6.2 presents these per-
centages. The first set of variables whose grade-level trend we
would like to observe is Home Background (HB), whick con-
sists of Socio-Economice Status (SES) and Family Structure and
Stability (FSS), and is represented by the double-crosshatched
areas in figure 6.2, It will be seen that for cach scparate racial-
ethnic group, as well as for the three sets of “total” analyses, the
pereentage of variation in ATTUD accounted for by these vari-

Eltc(lc-creasos at the higher grade levels. This trend also holds

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

for females and for males, except Indian males, for whom a
temporary drop occurs at the ninth grade.®

The next step was to bring Achievement into the analysis
with Home Background, a step represented by the combined
double-crosshatched areas in figuire 6.2 combined with the areas
iined from lower left to upper right. Here, the same trend is in
evidenee, but with more exceptions. For example, whites (ex-
cept for males) show a slight increase at the 9th grade and a
deerease at the 12th. Similarly, the value for Indian males and
for Oriental females drops at the 9th grade te increase again
at the 12th, while that for Negro females and “total (U)”
females increases slightly at the 9th grade to drop again at the
12th. When Family Process (PRCS) is brought into the analysis
with Home Background (HB) and Achievement (ACHYV), the
trend is again toward decreasing values at the higher grades,
with minor exceptions for Indian and Mexican males. As we
1woted before, much of this decline can be attributed to the oc-
currence at the higher grades of dropouts, who would probably
score low on Attitude Toward Life as well as on many of the
Family Background variables. Unfortunately, we lack data on
the individual students who drop out.

We will postpone diseussion of the percentages and the grade-
level trends for the 10 school variables (SCH) until the next
scetion. Meceanvehile, we should note that even when these vari-
ables are brought into the analysis, values continue to decline
at the higher grade levels. We therefore need to ask: To what
extent do the explanatory roles of different sets of variables
change between the ninth grade and other grades? Let us take
up this question first with regard to the relative roles in Attitude
Toward Life of Socio-Economic Status (SES) and Family
Structure (FSS). Unitized commonality analyses for these sets of
variables are displayed in figure 6.3.7 It may be recalled from
chapter 2 that the unique role of SES exceeded that of FSS for
almost every group cxcept Oriental males, Oriental males and
females combined, and male Indians. These results are repeated
in figure 6.3, from which it is evident that grade-level trends do
exist, and that they are different for some of the groups. For
example, for Indians, Mexicans, and Puerto Ricans the unique
role of F+48 tends to equal or (more usually) exceed that of SES
by u substantial amount, for both males and females. For
Negroes, the unique role of I'SS is exceeded by that of SES,
except at the sixth grade. For whites, on the other hand, the

¢ As noted in figure 6.2, the “total (I)” and “total (A)" analyses were not
available for mules and females at the 6th grade.

" The percentages divided out by this unitizing procedure can be retrieved
from the double-hatched areas in figure 6.2.
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FIGURE 6.3. - THE RCLES OF HOME BACKGROUND FACTORS IN ATTITUDE TOWARD
LIFE, BY RACIAL-EYHNIC GROUP, SEX,AND GRADE LEVEL
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FIGURE 6.4. - THE ROLES OF ACHIEVEMENT AND FAMILY BACKGROUND FACTORS
éNRSET{EUEE TOWARD LIFE, BY RACIAL-ETHNIC GROUP. SEX,RND
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unique role of SES consistently exeeeds that of I'SS, although
SES tends to assume a larger and FSS o smaller role at the
higher grade levels. When all students are combined without
adjustment (“total (U)”"), the unique role of SES increases at
the higher grade levels while that of FSS decreases. Also note-
worthy is the fact that the unique role of FSS exceeds that of
SES at the sixth grade. When ATTUD is first adjusted for
RETH (“total (A)”), the unique role of SES consistently
exceeds that of FSS at all grade levels. On the basis of these
trends, we are inclined to conclude that ISS plays a greater role
in ATTUD, independently of SES, than had appeared from the
ninth-grade results. This scems particularly so for groups ather
than whites.

We next examined the relative explanatory role of HB-
ACHY when juxtaposcd with the set of PRCS variables.® These
unitized analyses are presented graphically in figure 6.4, from
which it can be seen that there are two important trends.? The
first is for the common portions to be consistently large: they
range from one-third to as much as two-thirds of the common
varianee. In other words, for every group and grade level there
is a high degree of interdependence between HB-ACHYV and
PRCS as they relate to ATTUD. This is hardly surprising; we
saw in chapter 2 that for most groups it was HB and ACHV
combined rather than one or the other alone that was involved
in PRCS as they both related to ACHYV. The second trend is
that, for almost all groups, the unique role of PRCS is consis-
tently larger than that of HB-ACHV. The main exceptions
occur at the 12th grade for Mexican females, Orientals of both
sexes, and all students combined (both “U” and “I” analyses).
We are, therefore, inclined to conclude that our Sth-grade
results also hold good for the other grade levels, with the excep-
tion of some groups at the 12th grade.

Our next question, then, is: How similar are the relative ex-
planatory roles of Edueational Plans and Desires (EDPLX)
and Other Motivational Measures (OTHER) across grade
levels, after Attitude Toward Life has first been adjusted for
Home Background and Achievement? The unitized commonal-
ity analyses for these sets of variables are given in figure 6.5.1°
It will be scen from the bar graphs in figure 6.5 that, almost
without exception, the unique role of OTHER exceeds that of
EDPLY, often to a very substantial degree. The one exception
is for 12th-grade Oriental males, for whom the reverse is true.
We are therefore inelined i conclude that our ninth-grade re-
sultg also hold good for the other grade levels. These results
were that the more immediate kinds of student and parent in-
volvement, refleeted by OTHER, rather than their longer range
educational plans, reflected by EDPLN, make a difference in
explaining their outlook on life.

In the next set of analyses we shall attempt to summarize
grade-level trends in Attitude Toward Life (ATTUD) that are
associated with a student’s geographic arca of residence. In
order to do this we have adopted a somewhat different analytic

8 “HB-ACHY" refers to the two home background variables of Socio-
Fconomic Status and Family Structure and Stability, combined with
Achievement, while “PRCS" refers to the three family process variables
of Expectations for Excellence, Study Habits, and Educational Plans and
Desires.

* The percentages of variation divided out can be retrieved from the
double-hatched and slanted line areas in figure 6.2.

19 The percentages of variation divided out ean he ascertained from
fizure 6.5 by subtracting the double-crosshatched areas, with the aress
l: lillcfom lower left to upper right, from the total lined areas.
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frameworl from: the one in chapter 3. In that chapter we com-
pared the mean or average ATTUD of students in northern and
southern metropolitan and nonmetropolitan areas. The result
was a number of comparisons too large to carry over into analy-
ses by grade level. Accordingly, a framework was used in this
section that reduces the number of comparisons while ot the
same time allowing for a finer geographic differentiation. This
was possible beecause the divisions between North and South
and between metropolitan and nonmetropolitan were replaced
by two variables that encompassed a greater range of diversity.
For example, we used a variable that captured differences be-
tween North, Far West, and South. In order to develop this
variable, we scored Southern States lowest, Northern States
highest, and Far Western States in between (for the States as-
signed to cach region, see p. 6). These relative values tended
to correspond to the actual mean achievement levels of these
three groups (Okada et al., 1969). We also used a variable de-
signed to reflect rural-suburban-urban location, as follows:

Scale Value: Description of Location

In a rural area.
D e In a small town (5,000 or ess).
In a city of 5,000 to 50,000.

L JE In a residential suburb.
L SR In an industrial suburb.
B . In a residential area of a larger eity
(50,000 4).
7 e In the inner part of a larger city (50,000 4).

Taken together these two variables are used to represent Area
of Residence.® They are used in regression and cominonality
analyses along with the set of five family background measures
and Achievement to show the percentage of variation in Atti-
tude Toward Life that is unique and the percentage that is in
common with these sets of variables.! Since these analyses have
not been presented before, we will first discuss R-squares for
the different sets of variables and then grade-level trends for the
commonality analyses.

The R-squares in figure 6.6 are presented in such a manner
that one can sce the percentage of variation in Attitude Toward
Life accounted for by Area of Residence (A). This percentage is
represented in each case by the shaded portion, while the per-
centage of variation accounted for by both sets of variables,
FB-ACHYV and A, is given by the shaded and plain portions
combined. Since the percentage of variation associated with
FB-ACHY has already been discussed, we will concentrate here
on the shaded portions. It will be noted that they tend to be
very small, and usually decrease at the higher grade levels. The
largest value occurs for Oriental-Americans, while the smallest
ones oceur for whites and for all three sets of “total’” analyses.

1 The correlations between these two variables are 0.14, 0.18, and 0.24,
at the 6th, 9th, and 12th grades, respectively, for all groups combined.
The numbers of students are given in table 6.2.

2 Interpretational differences will arise hetween the results presented
here and those in chapter 2 because in these analyses FB-ACHV is taken
into consideration. Some of the differences among the regional groups in
chapter 3 can be more readily attributed to differences in FB-ACHV,
while still others are in common with FB-ACHV and Area of Residence.
This is not & shortcoming of the analyses in chapler 3, for they were pre-
pared primarily to indicate the magnitude of regional differences and not
to explain why these differences arise. The analyses presented here are
directed more to this latter point.




FIGURE 6.5. - THE ROLES OF EOUCATIONAL PLRANS AND OTHER MOTIVATIONAL
MEASURES IN ATTITUOE TOWARD LIFE,BY RACIAL-ETHNIC
GROUP. SEX,AND GRROE LEVEL AFTER AROJUSTING FOR HOME
BACKGRAUND AND RACHIEVEMENT
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FIGURE 6.6. - PERCENTAGE QF VARIATION IN ATTITUOE TOWARD LIFE ACCOUNTED FOR BY ‘RRER 0F RESIODENCE.
FAMILY BACKGROUNDO, AND ACHIEVEMENT, BY SEX AND RACIAL-ETHNIC GROUP MEMBERSHIP
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Slight sex differences in these percentages also occur for groups
other than whites,

Although these pereentages are low, the extent to which they
are confounded with FB-ACHV in their relationship with
ATTUD ean be shown only by commonality analyses. However,
when we performed such analyses we found that both the unigue
and the common portions of A were always so small and the
unique role of FB-ACHV alwavs so much larger that we did not.
constder the results worth presenting here,

6.3. GRADE-LEVEL TRENDS OF THE ROLES OF FAMILY
BACKGROUND, ACHIEVEMENT, AND SCHOOL
FACTORS IN ATTITUDE TOWARD LIFE

In tlis seetion we shall examine grade-level trends when
@ “actors are brought into the analysis. However, we shall
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dwell on these trends only in the case of all students combined.
This is beeause our primary interest is in the possible effects of
schoal variables on Attitude Toward Life, and we already know
that some of the most pronounced differences among schools arce
associated with the racial-ethnic composition of the student
hody. Consequently, we have chosen to emphasize the “total”
analyses.

Our first question is: To what degree is the assoeiation of
student's Attitude Toward Life (ATTUD) with school faetors
similar across grade levels and regions? The computation of this
pereentage, deseribed in detail in ehapter 4, is obtained by re-
gressing the set of 10 school factors on individual ATTUD.®

11 he 10 sehaol variables are deseribed in detail in chapter 1. RETH is
not ineluded in these analyses, since it did not contribute anything to
ATTUD above and beyond what was already included in FB and ACHV
(see figure 6.2 and chapter 5).
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FIGURE 6.7.
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The resulting squared multiple correlations, called R*SCH),
are presented graphically in figure 6.7, It will be scen that they
are uniformly higher in the South than in the North, and that,
except for the nonmetropolitan North, they tend to be higher at
the ninth than at any other grade. Since there are these varia-
tions by grade level, we are led to ask: Are the combinations of
factors that explain the variation similar for each grade level
within each region? The technique used here to inspect these
differences is the same as in chapters 2 and 5; that is, an analysis
is made of the extent to which the variation in ATTUD as-
soctated with school factors is confounded with FB and ACHV,
or can be uniquely associated with the set of school factors. In
order to ascertain this we employ the following partitioning:

R*(SCH) =C(FB,ACHV,SCH)+C(ACHV,SCH)
+(FB,SCH)+U(SCH)

By dividing the equation through by R*SCH) we obtain coef-
ficients that sum to 100 and hence are comparable across re-
gions and grade levels. These are the coefficients shown in figure
6.7.
These unique and common roles are given in figure 6.8. The
< 'od portions of the bar graphs show that the proportion of

GRADE LEVEL

METAOGPOLITAN

TBTAL

LEGEND

variance in SCH associated with ATTUD independently of FB
and ACHY increases progressively over the grade levels for each
region. At the same time, the percentage of variation in ATTUD
that is confounded with FB and SCH factors shows a progressive
decline.® The percentage of variance in ATTUD that is con-
founded with ACHV tends to be negligible. There are some
marked regional differences among these percentages. The same
is true of the grade-level trend for the variance that is con-
founded with FB and ACHV (represented in figure 6.8 by the
plain portions). In the North these values increase at the 9th
grade to decline again at the 12th, whereas in the South they de-
chine gradually from the 6th grade on. On the basis of these
results we are inclined to conclude, as we did in chapter 5, that
the shared percentages were greatest for “IB, SCH,” and “TB,
ACHYV, SCH,” and low-to-negligible for the “ACH, SCH”
combination. Here, of course, our conclusions apply to all three
grades, not just the ninth. However, we now conclude that from
as little as 10 to as much as 50.pereent of the variation in AT-
TUD associated with school factors oecurs independently of
FB and ACHV. This ‘s a slight departure from the findings al-

4 Family Background (FB) eonsists of Home Background (HB) plus
Family Process (PRCS), all of which are described in chapter 1.




FIGURE 6.8.
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ready expressed in figure 5.2 on page 45, where the variation
ranged from about 20 to about 50 percent.

We have reviewed the percentage of variance in Attitude
Toward Life that is associated with school factors either uniquely
or in combination with Family Background and Achievement,
It is now time to ask: How docs the relative explanatory role of
different subsets of the set of 10 school factors (SCH) compare
@ s grade levels? We shall begin by examining the relative
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role of the set of five student hody variables and that of the
set of five teacher variables. First, however, we shall adjust
Attitude Toward Life (ATTUD) for its relationship with Family
Background (FB) and Achievement (ACHY) by means of par-
tial correlation techniques, and then perform commonality
analyses on the variation in Attitude Toward Life that remains.

15 These sets are described in chapters 1 and 5.
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FIGURE 6.9. -

THE ROLES OF SCHOOL OUYCOMES AND TERCHER

ATTRIBUTES IN ATTITUDE TOWRRD LIFE,B8Y
GEQGRAPHIC LOCALE AND GRADE LEVEL

NEGN-
METROPOLITAN HETROPOLITAN TBTAL
NBRTH
! T 1 1
0 50 100 0 50 100 g 50 100
sBuTH
1 1 1 1
0 5Q 100 0 50 100 0 50 100
TBTAL
! 1 L
0 50 100 0 50 0 50 100
LEGEND
380 COMMON  TI(S5)

GRADE LEVELS 12

g

6

This variation corresponds to from 10 to 50 percent of the
variation in ATTUD that is independent of FB and ACHV
{the exact value depends i each case on region and grade lovel). 18
The results of unitized commonalities for these two sets of vari-
ables are given in figure 6.9. Tt will be seen that the results for
grades 6 and 12 are remarkably similar to those already ob-
tained for grade 9. These results are that the unique role of
the set of five teacher attributes (T(5)) ranges fram negligible
to zero, while that of the set of five student body variables
(80(3)) is overwhelmingly large. This does not mean that teacher

1% The magnitude of these values can be ascertained by multiplying the
pereentage corresponding to the double-hatehed area from figure 6.8 by its
respective pereentage value from figure 6.7. For example, for the 6th
grade, North, the 22 pereent that is independent of FB and ACHY in
figure 6.8 times the 11 pereent from figure 6.7 gives ahout 2 perrent. That

is, 2 percent of the total wvarintion in ATTUD is associated with SCN
= 24 gently of FIB and ACHY.
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attributes have no influence on Attitude Toward Life. Tt does
mean, however, that the influence of these attributes is at best
small, as well as completely ronfounded with the set of student
body variables. Henee, the student body’s level of achievement
and motivation, as represented by SO(5), plays a very large
rale, among all the possible school factors, in explaining dif-
ferences among students in their Attitude Toward Life.

Our final question then is: How similar in magnitude are the
explanatory roles plaved by subsetls of the set of five student
body variables when compared by grade? The subsets used will
be these of frudent Body's Attitude Toward Life (SATTUD),
juxtaposed with the other set of four student body variables
(SO{4)); viz, their average Expeetations for Exeellence, Eduea-
tional Plans and Desires, Study Habits, and Achievement. The
results of unitized commonality analyses with these two sets of
variables are given in figure 6.10. It will be noticed that, for all



FIGURE 6.10. -

THE ROLES OF DIFFERENT SCHOGL QUTCOMES
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regions and grade levels, SATTUD has a very much larger
unique role than SO(4). However, SO(4) usually has a substan-
tial unique role as well. The common portions, with only a few
exceptions, range from negligible to zero, We are inelined to
conclude, as we did for the ninth grade, that Student Body’s
Attitude Toward Life 1s the chief variable to be considered in
explaining the possible effects of school factors on Attitude
Toward Life. But because of its substantial unique role, SO(4)
can be thought of ax a secondary =ct, The regional results for
grades 6 and 12, in contrast to those for grade 9, show no
marked trend for the unique role of Student Body’s Attitude
Towurd Life.

6.4. SUMMARY

In this chapter results from the 6th and 12th grades were
Q ared with those already obtained at the 9th grade. We

E119

3000}

first examined the stability of racial-ethnie and sex differences
over these grade levels. Our analyvses showed that, with only a
few exceptions, groups that ranked high or low on either series
of vartables at one grade level tended to rank in the same order
on those variables at the other grade levels, For example, whites
and Orientals tended to rank highest and Puerto Rieans lowest,
The greatest shifts between grade levels oceurred for Mexicans,
Negroes, and Indians. Many of these shifts eould be attri-
buted to dropouts, of whom there were more at the higher
gradoes. ,

Whatever the reason, a greater variety of group differences
was observed at the 12th than at the other grade lovels (i.e., the
intercorrelations of the ranks tended to be lower). However, at
cach grade lovel the rank correlations of Attitude Toward Life
with Achievement were high enough to allow us to use Racial-
Ethnie Group Membership to explain differences among stu-
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dents in their Attitude Toward Life.r” For each raeial-ethnic
group an average of their scores on Attitude Toward Life
{ATTUD) was computed. These averages showed that Oriental-
Americans were about one-third of a standard deviation below
whites, while Indian Americans, Negroes, and Mexican-Ameri-
cans were each about one-half a standard deviation below them.
Puerto Ricans were lowest of all, with an average score nearly a
whole standard deviation below the whites. Females of cach
group tended to have higher scores than their male counter-
parts, though not by much: average differences among the
racial-ethnic groups in ATTUD were about twice as great as the
average sex difference within these groups. Systematic and con-
sistent differences in the standard deviations of ATTUD for all
grade levels were also noted. For instance, males were more
variable than females, and whites were less variable than mem-
hers of the other groups.

We then performed similar analyses for the association of
Family Background (FB} and Achievernent (ACHYV) with At-
titude Toward Life (ATTUD). We found a pronounced tend-
ency for the magnitude of these values to decrease at the higher
grades. The few exceptions that did occur usually involved
groups other than whites. In view of this trend we wondered if
the relative explanatory role of different sets of variables, when
placed in combination, remained similar to that observed at the
ninth grade. The roles played by Socio-Economic Status (SES)
and Family Structure and Stability (FSS) were examined first.
Results from the other grade levels showed that FSS played a
greater role in ATTUD, independently of SES, than we would
have expected from observing only ninth-grade results. This
seemed particularly so for groups other than whites.'®

Our next concern was with th: stability of the relative role of
Home Background (HB) and Achievement (ACHV) when
placed in eontext with Expectations for Excellence (EXPTN),
Study Habits (HBTS), and Educational Plans and Desires
(EDPLX), the three variables that make up Yamily Process
(PRCS). The resulis were sufficiently similar over the grade
levels for us to arrive at much the same conclusions as we had
for the ninth grade; viz:

1. The common portions were consistently large, ranging
from a low of one-third to a high of as much as two-
thirds of the common variation.

2. For almost all of the groups, the unique role of PRCS
was consistently larger than that of HB-ACHV.

We may interpret (1) as indicating that there is a great deal of
interplay between HB-ACHV and PRCS as they relate to
ATTUD. We saw in chapter 2 that most of this interplay in-
volved the inseparable effects of HB and ACHYV. As for (2), it
clearly indicates that the nature of the parent-child involvement
plays an important role in the development of ATTUD.

Our next analyses focused on those aspects of Family Process
(PRCS) that played the greatest relative explanatory role in
Attitude Toward Life. We first adjusted differences among
students in Attitude Toward Life for their relationship with
Home Background aud Achievement. Analyses were then run of
Educational Plans and Desires and the other Family Process

7 This mode of analysis was parallel to the one used in the Achievement
Study (Mayeske et nl., 1972b), where Racial-Ethnic Group Membership
figured in the explanation of student-achievement levels.

\)“‘ The implications of this are explored on p. 77.

measures, called Other. Analyses with these 4wo sets of variables
showed that the unique role of Other alnost always exceeded
that of EDPLN, often to a substantial digree. In view of these
results, wa are inclined to conlude that it is the more im-
mediate kinds of student and parent involvement rather than
their longer ranger educational plans that make a difference to
the student’s outlook on lifz.

We also investigated the extent to which lifferences among
students in thcir Attitude Toward Life (ATTUD) were as-
sociated with their “area of residence,” both before and after
Family Background (FB) and Achievement (ACHYV) had been
taken into account. In order-to denote area of residence we used
two variables, one pertaining to region and the other to rural-
suburban-urban location. We found that the variation in Atti-
tude Toward Life associated with Area of Residence (A) tended
to be small, ranging from 6 percent for Orientals to zero for
whites—and these values tended to decline at the higher grade
levels. After FB and ACHV had been accounted for, these
values became even smaller. We are therefore inclined to con-
clude that almost all <he small association of A with ATTUD
is confounded with FB and ACHYV. Although sex differences
were observed for some of these groups and grade levels, they
were seldom consistent enough to constitute a stable phenome-
non.

Firally, we asked: How similar are the associations of school
variables, taken as a single set (SCH) and in combination with
FB and ACHY, across grade levels? For this question we con-
centrated on analyses that involved all students combined.
We did so because our earlier work had shown that schools with
student bodies of predominantly different racial-ethni¢ compo-
sition differed importantly in other respects. We uscd the same
sct of 10 school variables (SCH), i pertaining to the student
body and 5 to the teachers, that we had used in earlier chap-
ters. We found that the percentages of variation in ATTUD
associated with SCH tended to be uniformly higher in the South
than in the North, and higher at grade nine than at the other
grade levels.

Since these grade-level changes did occur, we wondered if the
relative explenatory roles of different sets also changed. We
first examined the extent to which the variation in ATTUD as-
sociated with SCH faetors was confounded with FB and ACHV
in their various possible combinations. We found considerably
more confounding at the sixth than at the higher grade levels.
For example, at the 6th grade from 80 to 90 percent of the
variation in ATTUD associated with SCH factors was con-
founded, whereas at the 12th grade this dropped to between 50
and 60 percent. The combinations of sets of variables that had
the greatest percentage values were “FB, SCH,” and “FB,
ACHYV, SCH.” The lowest percentage values were for the
ACHY, SCH combination. These results were interpreted as
indicating that to the extent that ACHV has a joint effect with
SCH on ATTUD, this effect is also manifested in common with
FB.

Grade-level changes took place in the percentage of variance
in ATTUD that could be uniquely associated with SCH, inde-
pendently of FB and ACHV. We therefore wondered if any
subsets of SCH continued to play the same kinds of explanatory
role across grade levels, after ATTUD had been adjusted for its
relationship with FB and ACHYV by means of partial correlation
teehniques. The first subsets we examined were those of the five




a gtudent body variables and the five teaching staff attributes.

These analyses showed that the results for the other grade
levels were remarkably similar to those already obtained at the
ninth grade: values for the set of five teacher attributes ranged
from negligible to zero, while those for the set of five student
body variables were overwhelmingly large. This does not mean
that teaching staff attributes have no influence on Attitude
Toward Life. It does mean. however, that that influence is at
best small, as well as completely confounded with the student
body’s level of r:otivation and achievement.

Finally, we asked which aspects of the set of five student body
variables might be wielding the largest explanatory role. We
found that by far the largest explanatory role was played by
Student Body’s Attitude Toward Life. However, the unique
role of the other four student body variables was large enough
to show that their explanatory role was substantial.t®

19 Regional results for the above analyses were not sufficiently stable to
permit inferences about regional trends.
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7. Synthesis and Recommendaticns

In this chapter we shall attempt to integrate the major find-
ings from cach chapter, and dwell on some of their possible im-
plications. The method of presentation will be a sequence of
questions and answers. Since the background work for this
study has been deseribed in chapter 1 (not to mention the carlier
studies referred to there), we will not deal with it further. Simi-
larly, we will present no more of the results obtained with cur
commonality model, not because we consider them unimpertant,
but rather beeause they have been dealt with extensively in the
preceding chapters, where they helped us formulate the sum-
mary analyses referred to here. Our first major task, however,
will be to review bricfly the purposes of this study and the as-
sumptions on which it is based.

To put it simply, we wanted to learn more about the nature
of the variable that, as a result of previous studies, we have
come to call Attitude Toward Life. In particular, we wanted to
study the ways in which it was related to certain other attributes
of the student as well as to attributes of the school he attended.
Moreover, we wanted to study the influence of these attributes
both singly and in combination with one another.

There were at Jeast two reasons why we chose Attitude To-
ward Life for further study. First, both common sense and be-
havioral research confirm that belief in one’s ability to influence
his life circumstances is an important factor in determining
whether or not he actually trics to influence them—and how
much. Sceond, we had found a rather substantial relationship
between Attitude Toward Life and level of zcademic achieve-
ment before any other factors were taken info account. Moreover,
it continued to have such a relationship even after we had taken
account cof all other family background and school factors.

Let us look in some detail, then, at the meaning of the vari-
able called Attitude Toward Life. Actually, it is not one variable
but a weighted composite of some 11 attitudinal items that were
found to corrclate with one another in our carlier work.! A
student with a high score on this composite feels that people who
accept their condition in life arc not necessarily happier, and
that hard work is more important for success than good luck.
He also believes that if he tries to get ahead he won’t encounter
obstacles, and that with a good cducation he won’t have dif-
ficulty getting a job. He would not sacrifice ¢verything to get
ahead, nor would he want to change himself. He does not think
he would do better if his teachers went more slowly, and he
doces think people like himself have a chanee to be successful.
1t is important to emphasize onee more that all these items are
related; this much is certain on statistical grounds, although we
lack data for a behavioral explanation. Nevertheless, we have
learned much from the nature of our variable’s corrclates, to
which we now turn.

7.1. GROUP DIFFERENCES IN ATTITUDE TOWARD LIFE

Our first summarizing question is: How do the different groups
of interest to us differ in their average Attitude Toward Life?

y ——
E l{lC especially chapter 3 of the School Study (Mayeske et al., 1972a).

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.

The reference is to groups of students who differ by virtue of
race and cthnicity, sex, and region of residence.?

For each racial-cthnic group we computed an average of their
scores on Attitude Toward Life (ATTUD). For most groups,
these averages showed a high degree of consistency across grade
levels. But there were variations that were difficult to interpret:
for cxample, whites consistently scored highest and Orientals
next highest, while Puerto Ricans scored consistently lowest.
The Indian and Mexican-American students were usually inter-
mediate, while Negro students showed a progressive decline at
the higher grade levels.? Consistency and variation were both
difficult to interpret because of differential dropout rates. For
example, whites and Oriental-Americans had lower dropout
rates than the other groups, while Indians and Mexican-
Americans were said to have a higher dropout rate from the fifth
grade onwards than ecither Negroes or Puerto Ricans. Conse-
quently, the deeline ¢videnced by Negroes may well reflect the
proportionately greater loss of students from the other minority
groups.

If this had been a longitudinal study and all students tested at
the sixth grade had been followed up 3 and 6 years later, whether
they were still in school or not, very different results might have
been obtained. Indeed, the results for the suceessive grade levels
might have more nearly resembled those actually observed at
the sixth grade. In other words, it scems likely that Attitude
Toward Life is an attribute that becomes fairly stable by the
sixth grade. Just when it stabilizes (presumably earlier than the
sixth grade) we can only speculate. This topic is further explored
on page 85.

In order to overcome the difficulties of interpretation caused
by these grade-level fluctuations, we averaged the group means
per grade. The results showed that whites scored highest, with
Oriental-Americans about one-third of a standard deviation
below them. Indian, Mexican-American, and Negro students

_ were about onc-half a standard deviation below the whites,

while Puerto Rican students, who were lowest of all, were almost
one full standard deviation below them. There were also con-
sistent but minor sex differences, with females scoring higher
than their male counterparts in cach group. However, the
average difference in Attitude Toward Life among racial-ethnic
groups was about twice as great as the average differences
within cach group by sex.4

For ninth-grade students we also examined differences in At-
titude Toward Life for different regions of the eountry® We
found that the same results already observed for students at
cach grade level tended also to be observed within each region.
However, there were some regional fluctuations. For example,

2 Analyses of regional differences can be found in chapters 3, 5, and 6.

3 See chapter 6. figure 6.1.

¢ Systematie and consistent differences in the standard deviations of
Attitude Toward Life were noted for all grade ievels. Thus males were
more variable than females and whites were less variable than members of
the other racial-ethnic groups (see chapters 2 snd 6).

b See chapter 3.
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FIGURE 7.1.

- FLUCTURTIONS IN THE PERCENTAGE OF VARIATIAGN IN

ATTITUCE TOWARD LIFE RSSOGCIATED WITH FAMILY
BACKGRAUND AND ACHIEVEMENT MEASURES
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Indian students trailed their white counterparts to a greater
extent in the North than in the South, while the opposite was
true of Mexican-American, Puerto Rican, and Negro students
{that is, there was a slight tendeney for this gap to be greater
in the South than in the North). Oriental students scored
slightly further below whites on the west coast than on the cast
coast.

Females in most of the regions were found to have s slightly
higher score on Attitude Toward Lifc than males. The largest

s ! difference across regions, irrespective f sex, was observed
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for Puerto Ricans, while the minimum difference was for Ori-
entals. At times the extent to which students within each of the
groups other than whites differed across regions approached the
extent to which they differed from the whites. To give an in-
dication of this we divided the maximum regional difference for |
cach group by the magnitude of its difference from the whites.® |
The resulting values were (roughly): two-thirds for Mexican-

% Le., the regional “sigma gap” from table 3.6 (p. 30), divided by the 3
group’s deviation from whites in sigma units, where the means are an
average of the 3 grade levels computed from figure 6.1 (p. 60).



Americans, Puerto Ricans, and Negroes; two-fifths for Indians;
and one-third for Orientals.

Since there are consistent and at times substantial differences
among these groups, as well as substantial differences among
students within each of these groups, let us examine the kinds of
factors that were found to play a role in explaining these dif-
ferences.

7.2. THE DEPENDENCE OF ATTITUDE TOWARD LIFE
ON FAMILY BACKGROUND AND ACHIEVEMENT

Our next summarizing question is: To what extent is Attitude
Toward Life associated with (or explained by) Family Back-
ground and Achicvement, and how does the percentage of vari-
ation explained fluctuate by region of residence and grade level??
We found that at the ninth grade Attitude Toward Life was
more dependent upon, or highly associated with, Family Back-
ground (FB) and Achievement (ACHYV) for groups other than
whites. This was also true at the other grade levels, although
there were considerable fluctuations across grade levels and re-
gions: for example, progressively smaller values were observed at
the higher grade levels. Figure 7.1 is an attempt at summarizing
these fluctuations by subtracting the smallest from the largest
regional value for each group, and plotting the percentage of
variance explained by FB and ACHYV sagainst the difference be-
tween the largest and smallest grade-level values. It will be
seen that the grade-level differences were much greater than
the ninth-grade regional differences. Moreover, groups for
whom the grade-level differences were large tended also to be
those for whom the regional differences were large. The main
exception was the Oriental-American group, which showed rela-
tively greater grade level than regional variability. At the ninth
grade the absolute values of these percentages for each group
were (in descending order): Negro, 34; Oriental, 33; Puerto
Rican, 32; Mexican, 30; Indian, 29; and white, 28. Hence, there
is a slight tendency for groups with high percentages at the
ninth grade to have considerable regional and grade-level vari-
ability as well.

There were also considerable regional and grade-level fluctua-
tions by sex. In most regions, males showed larger percentages
than females. However, the reverse was true for Mexican-
American and Puerto Rican students, while for Indian Ameri-
cans the extent to which the percentage was larger for males ap-
peared to depend on the nature of the regional group. Sex dif-
ferences in percentages across grade levels were rather erratic
and did not lend themselves to any suecinct summarization.

7.2.1. The Role of Family Structure and Stability in Attitude
Toward Life

Having seen that the role of Family Background and Achieve-
ment in Attitude Toward Life was usually smaller for whites
than for the other groups, we may well ask if the explanatory
role of individual measures in the family background fluctuates
in the same way. We will first focus on the role of the index
called Family Structure and Stability (FSS) as it relates to
At .:ude Toward Life (ATTUD). Our main hyp~thesis was that
the presence or absence of key family members might play a

7 Family Background consists of Socio-Economic Status, Family Struc-
Q id Stability, Expectations for Lxcellence, Lducational Plans and
mc‘, and Study Habits, as described in chapter 1.
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critical role in the development of ATTUD.? We did indeed find
substantizl grade-level differences in the role of FSS in ATTUD;
for instance, its role was greater at the sixth than at the higher
grade levels. The latter effect was traced to three factors:

1. The changing nature of the sample at the higher grades.

2. The somewhat different nature of the indices &t the
sixth grade as compared with those at the higher grade
levels.

3. Perhaps real changes as well.

Since we cannot separate out the effects of one trend from ihe
other, we have summerized the grade-level trends for the dif-
ferent groups. Figure 7.2 presents the squared correlation of
FSS with ATTUD both before and after a number of conditions
have been allowed for. These conditions are:

“NONE.”—This is the squared correlation of FSS with
ATTUD before any other factors have been allowed for.

“SES.”—This is the squared correlation of FSS with ATTUD
after differences among students in their Socio-Economic Status
(SES) have been allowed for. It is computed by subtracting from
the squared correlation of both SES and FSS with ATTUD
(i.e., R-SQ(SES,FSS)) the squared correlation for SES only
(i.e., R-SQ(SES)). In earlier chapters this value was called the
unique role (i.e., U(FSS)=R-SQ(SES,FSS)—-R-SQ(SES)). It
represents the association of FSS with ATTUD after the associ-
ation of SES with ATTUD has been taken out. This same
rationale is followed for the remaining adjustments.

“SES, ACHV.'—This is the percentage of variation in
ATTUD associated with FSE after the differences in ATTUD
assc ciated with SES and ACHV have been allowed for (i.e.,
"J(FS8) =R-SQ(SES,ACHV,FSS) —R-SQ(SES,ACHV)).

“FB, ACHV.”—This is the percentage of variation in
ATTUD associated with FSS after the differences in ATTUD
associated with ACHV and FB have been allowed for.

“FB, ACHV, SCH.”—This is the percentage of variation in
ATTUD associated with FSS after FB, ACHYV, and the 10 school
factors have been allowed for.®

It will be seen from the “‘none’ column in figure 7.2 that be-
fore any conditions have been allowed for the percentage of
variation in ATTUD associated with FSS is much larger at the
sixth than at the other grade levels. However, after SES is al-
lowed for (the “SES" column) these values all drop considerably,
although the sixth-grade value is still larger than any of the
others. After SES and ACHV have been allowed for (the
“SES, ACHV” column) another drop occurs. However, the
“FB, ACHV” column shows that after ACHV, SES, and the
other variables pertaining to the motivational and attitudinal
aspects of family life have been allowed for, the percentages
become more nearly equal. Finally, after differences among
students in the type of schoo! they attend have also been allowed
for (the “FB, ACHV, SCH” column), these percentages are all
either zero or near zero in value (except for Oricntal-Americans).
Consequently, although the magnitude of the rola played by

# The index we called Family Strueture and Stability consisted of items
relating to the presence or absence of key family members in the home,
amount of time the mother works nitside the home, and similar factors.

® The 5 student bedy and 5 teaching atafl variables that make up School

(SCH) are described on pp. 5-6. : i

|
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FIGURE 7.2. - PERCENTRGE OF TOTAL VARIATIAGN IN ATTITUDE TOWARD LIFE
ASSOGCIATED WITH FAMILY STRUCTURE AND STRBILITY
INDEPENDENT OF FAMILY BACKGROUND, ACHIEVEMENT, AND
SCHooL FACTORS
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FSS in ATTUD is much greater at the sixth than at the other
grade levels, these grade-level differences become more nearly
cqual after a number of background conditions have been al-
lowed for. We are therefore inelined to conelude that to the
extent that FSS plays a role in ATTUD it does so in coopera-
tion with, rather than independently of, these other factors.

ATTUD also showed a slightly greater sensitivity to FSS for
ninth-grade males than for female~. But at the other grades
these results were somewhat erratie.!®

7.2.2. The Role of Family Process Factors in Attitude Toward
Life

There is little doubt that Family Structure and Stability, as
it relates to Attitude Toward Life, depends on other factors.
We therefore wondered if parent-child involvement rather than
the presence or absence of key family members might be a more
important consideration in  cxplaining  differences  among
students in their Attitude Toward Life. In order to indicate the
nature of this involvement we used a set consisting of Expecta-
tions for Excellence, Study Habits, and Educational Plans and
Desires. These, we felt sure, refleeted the expeetations and
aspirations that a student and his parents had for his school
performance, as weli as the activities they engaged in to support
these aspirations. That is why we ealled the set Family Process
(PRCS). We found that it plaved a large role in Attitude
Toward Life (ATTUD), both before and after other aspects of
the student’s background were allowed for. Extended analysis
showed that although PRCS played a larger role in ATTUD at
the sixth than at the higher grade levels, it continued to play a
substantial role for all levels even after differences among stu-
dents in their Socio-Economic Status, Family Strueture and
Stability, Achicvement, and school attributes had been taken
into account. We have presented summary analyses of these
trends in figure 7.3. The computational rationale here s similar
to that outlined for figure 7.2, The various adjustment eondi-
tions are:

“NONE”—This is the squared multiple correlation of
PRCS with ATTUD before any other background conditions
have been allowed for.

“SES.”"—This i1s the squared multiple correlation of PRCS
with ATTUD after the relationship of Socio-I<conomic Status
with ATTUD has been allowed for, These pereentages are often
called the unique contributions (i.c., U(PRCS)=R-SQ(PRCS,
SES) — R-SQ(SIS)).

“HRB,”—This is the squared multiple correlation of PRCS
with ATTUD after both SES and I'SS have been allowed for
(i.e., G(PRCS) = #-SQ(HB,PRCS) - 1-SQ(1IB))."

“HB, ACHV."—This is the squared multiple correlation of
PRCS with ATTUD after both HB and ACHV have been al-
lowed for.

CHB, ACHY, SCH.'-—This is the squared multiple correla-
tion of PRCS with ATTUED after HB, ACHYV, and the et of
10 school variables (SCH) have been allowed for,

It will e scen from the CNONE cohmmn o figure 7.3 that
these pereentages deeline progressivelv ot the higher grade
W These analyses were conducted Tor chapter v However, fuengse of
their large number and =omewhat erratie natare, they were tnt presented
e Backgroumd (B consista of Socto-Feonomie Statns combaned

I:IK‘[C”"“‘V Structure and Stability,

IToxt Provided by ERI

levels. They also tend to be smaller for whites than for the other
groups. As the different background conditions are taken into
account the percentages tend to decline in a progressive manner
for each group. However, -+ n after all these conditions have
been aliowed for the set <. RCS variables still has a fairly
substantial role in ATTUD. 1nie magnitude of this role depends
upon the group and grade level: onee again it is smaller for
whites than for the other groups, and smaller at the higher than
at the lower grades. But the percentage that remains is large
enough for us to conclude that PRCS does indeed play an
important role in the differences observed among students in
ATTUD, and perhaps in the development of these differences
as well. Of course, the other background conditions also play a
substantial role, as is evidenced by the reduction in the per-
centages that they produce. Analyses in chapters 2 and 3 showed
that about one-third to cne-half of the variation in ATTUD
associated with PRCS was also associated with HB and ACHV .22
Another smaller portion of about 10 percent was attributable to
ACHY.2 Finally, as we shall see in the next section, a portion
was attributable to the type of school attended.

We also noted that across regions of the country the role of
PRCS factors in ATTUD tended to exceed that of HB and
ACHY for every group. There was, however, a large pereentage
that was inseparable from them.* We found that ATTUD, rela-
tive to these other factors (i.e., HB and ACHYV), showed a
greater sensitivity to the set of PRCS factors for boys than for
girls in a preponderance of the regions.

We also investigated various aspects of the PRCS set to see
which ones might be playing the greatest role in ATTUD. In
order to do this we separated Family Process into two sets, one
consisting of EKdueational Plans and Desires (EDPLN), and the
other of Expeciations for Excellence together with Study Habits.
We called the sccond set Other Motivational Measures
(OTHER); one way to distinguish it from the first set is to say
that it pertains to the more immediate kinds of parent-ehild
involvement. Analyses by group and grade level showed that
the role of OTHER always substantially exceeded that of
EDPLN., However, there was often a substantial portion of
ATTUD that was shared by these two sets. Nevertheless, the
magnitude of the role played by OTHIER was sufficiently large
and stable across groups and grade levels for us to conclude
that, of the PRCS measures, this subsct plaved the greatest
explanatory role. We are therefore inelined to conelude that it is
the more immediate kinds of parent-child involvement that
play a role in shaping A'TTUD.

Regional and sex differences in tlese relationships were found
to depend upon the particular region and racial-cthuie-sex group
under consideration. In other words, these results did not fend
themselves to any sueeinet generalizations,

7.3. THE ROLE OF SCHOOL FACTORS IN ATTITUDE
TOWARD LIFE

Onr third and last summarizing question s What Kind of role
is playved in o stadents Attitnde Toward Life by the sehool he
attends" In order to represent different aspects of the <chool

PPk s nhether wav ot aavaing thyt thes werenaeparable to ae degree
i therr peassitde T e

e table Ot ';v 24

Phlas was the pereentage coanmgon te deoch BB G TVt PROS
fahe gt Bt See tabie Vg0
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FIGURE 7.3. - PERCENTAGE 3F TOTAL VARIATION IN ATTITUDE TOWARD LIFE
ASSOCIATED WITH FRAMILY PROCESS MERASURES INDEPENDENT
OF OTHER FAMILY BHCKGROUNDO, ACHIEVEMENT, ANO SCHEGOL
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ADJUSTMENT CONOITIONS
H8, H8, ACHY,
NONE SES HO ACHV SCH
70 — — 10
50 — — 60
S0 — |— so
W — L %0
0 — — 30
20 — — 20
10 I % - 10
— L
° INOIAN °
P 70 ~ 70
g 60 — [so
C  so L 50
E
? 40 —
A 0 —
g 20 —
G 10 —
F —
° MEXICA °
T
0
T 10— — 70
E 60 —
y 50—
a 40 —
‘Iq 30 —
T 20 —
é 10 ~
N o — 0
PUERTO RICAN
70 — “~ — 70
63 —f — 60

—— S0

— 40

- 30

i — 20
' — 10

— 0

NEGRO




FIGURE 7.3. -~ CONTINUED

ADJUSTHENT CONDITIONS
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we used a set of 10 variabies called School (SCH), Five of the 10
pertained to the achieveraent and motivational levels of the
student body. As a set they were called Aggeregate Sehool Ont-
comes because, by virtue of their high correlation with o ecom-

o iveset of school variables. they represented the aggregate

EMC*)f schooling. Since they were also highly correlated with
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|

9

12

the soeinl composition of the student body. and sinee schoal
atteudance greas, at the time the data were ecalleeted, were gen-
erally determined by rexidentinl boundunes, they alzo repre-
~ented the effects of residential and school <egregation. The set
of five teaching tafl varibles conactod of the <stafl's tratning
and <alary levels ther verbal <l ther view ol esr toacling
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FIGURE 7.4. -

PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL VARIATIAON IN
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conditions, their preference for working with students of dif-
ferent ability levels, and their racial-cthnie composition. These
latter five variables were shown to mediate between student in-
put and aggregate school outcomoes.'

In chapter 5 as well as in an earlier work (Maveske ot al.,
1972h) we used this set of variables for analyses by racinl-ethnie
group and for all students combined. However, we noted thai
there were substantial differences between the sehoals attended
by whites and these attended by minority group students -
differences on o range of variables that are of interest (o us
(Mayeske et al, 19720, Consequently, we have chosen to

1" See chapter | for nore details on these varinblos, and the Sehoal Study

Q ceske et al, 147200 for the shalvees
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emphasize results obtained when all students are included in
the same framewaork.

We first wondered what the magnitude of the assoeiation of
School (SCH) with Attitude Toward Life (ATTUD) would be
for ditfferent grade levels and regr ns of the country, and then
how this might change as different aspeets of the student’s back-
ground were taken into aceount. We found that the pereentage
of variation i ATTUD associated with SCH was slightly
greater at the ninth than at the ofher grade Tevels, and was uni-
formly greater in the South than in the North, For all regions
and grade Levels, SCH o continned to have an assoetation with
APTUD evenattor FB and ACHV had been allowed for, Pigure
T intended o siemarize these analvees by grade Tevel In
order to highbght the hfferenees betsween swhites and all oher




students, we have included two kinds of analyses: those foz all
students combined, and those for whites alone. The various
background conditions are:

“NONE.—This is the association of the 10 school factors
with ATTUD before any other background conditions have
been allowed for.

“+SES."—This is the association of the 10 school factors with
ATTUEL after differences among students in their SES have been
allowed for.%

“H'3.”—This is the association of the 10 school factors with
ATTUD after HB (i.c., SES and FSS8) has been allowed for.

“HB, ACHV.”—This is the association of the 10 school
factors with ATTUD after HB and ACHYV have been allowed
for. ’

“FB, ACHYV.”—This is the association of the 10 school factors
with ATTUD after HB, ACHV, and PRCS (i.e., EXPTN,
HBTS, and EDPLXN) have been allowed for.'®

There ase a number of points worthy of note in figure 7.4.
First, the percentage of variation in ATTUD associated with
SCH before any other factors have been allowed for is 2 to 3
times greater for all students combined than it is for whites.
Second, as more and more of the different background condi-
tions arc allowed for, the absolute value of these percentages
becomes smaller. So do their respective differences in magnitude.
For cxample, after differences among students in FB and
ACHY have been allowed for (the “FB, ACHV’" column), the
pereentages are equal or nearly equal at the 6th and 9th
grades, while at the 12th grade the percentage for whites is
about half that for all students combined. The magnitude of
these remaining values indicates that there may well be some
unique influenee of the school on an individual student’s out-
look. When these values are ecompared with the initial ones they
indicate that much of the variation in ATTUD associated with
SCH is confounded with the individual student’s FB and
ACHYV. For example, at the 6th grade for all students com-
bined almost all this variation is thus confounded, while at the
12th grade this applies to only about half of it. Analyses of this
confounding showed that the largest proportion of the variation
in ATTUD associated with SCH was inseparable from ACHV.
These results led us to eonclude that to the extent that ACHV
had a joint effect on ATTUD with SCH, this cffect was also
manifested in common with FB.

Since there continued to be an association of school factors
with ATTUD even after FB and ACHV had been allowed for,
we wondered if some subsets of these factors might be playing a
greater role than others. Accordingly, after first adjusting

- ATTUD for its relation with FB and ACHYV, we conducted
separate analyses of the five student body and five teaching
staff attributes that we deseribed carlier. These analyses
showed that the role played by the teacher attributes was al-
most completely confounded with that played by the set of
student body attributes. On the other hand, the set of student
boriy attributes had a large role that was independent of the

17 The same computational rationale is used here as was used earlier,
viz: U(SCH) = R-SQ(A.SCH) — R-2Q(A), where A iy the variable or set
of variables being allowed for.

18 Family Background consists of Home Background combined with

o 1y Process.
ERIC
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teaching staff attributes. This does not mean that the teaching
staff attributes had no influence on ATT'UD. But such influence
as could be detected was small, and was almost completely con-
founded with the five student body variables.

Our next task was to discover which aspects of the set of five
student body variables were exerting the greatest explanatory
role. Our analyses showed that, of the five, Student Body’s At-
titude Toward Life played the largest explanatory role. How-
ever, the unique role of the other four student body variables
combined was large enough to be thought of as playing a sub-
stantial role.

7.4. SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

The preceding sections will be summarized here in as succinct
a manner as possible by means of a series of findings. The term
“finding”’ is used to denote resuits that should be thought of
more as hypotheses, subject to further investigation through
longitudinal and experimental studies, rather than as firm cox-
clusions. Emphasis will be given to results that are stable aeress
grade levels and regions.

Finding 1.—Students who identified themselves as being
white tended to score higher on Attitude Toward Life (AT-
TUD) than did students who identified themselves as belong-
ing to some other group. Of these latter, Oriental-Americans
scored on the average one-third of a standard deviation below
whites, Puerto Ricans almost one full standard deviation
below, and the remaining groups (Indians, Mexican-Americans,
and Negroes) one-half a standard deviation below.

{a) Mexican-American, Puerto Rican, and Negro students
differcd across regions of the country by two-thirds of
the extent to which they differed from whites. Compar-
able values for Indians and Oriental-Americans were
two-fifths and one-third, respectively.
For each of the six racial-cthnic groups studied, females
scored consistently higher on ATTUD than males. The
difference, howuver, was only on the order of one-fourth
of a standard deviation or less.
{(c) Differences among the racial-ethnic groups in their
average ATTUD were about twice as great as were
differences between the sexes within each group.

(b)

Finding 2—The extent to which Attitude Toward Life
(ATTUD) could be explained by Family Background (FB)
factors and Achievement (ACHY) tended to be greater for all
minority greups than for whites.

{a) At the ninth grade slightly more than one-fourth of the

diffecrences among whites in their ATTUD could be |

explained by FB and ACHV, while the comparable |

vilue for the other groups was nearer to one-third.
These values were higher at the 6th grade and lower
at the 12th grade.

Differences between the sexes on these variables were
not consistent across groups. regions, and grade levels.

(b

Finding 3.—An index called Family Stracture and Stability
(IFS8). beeause it refteeted the presenee or absence of key family
members in the home, was found 1o have a low-to-moderate re-
Iationship with Attitude Toward Life, depending upon the
group and grade level, However, after differences i the student’s
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Family Background, Achievement, and type of school attended
had been allowed for, this relationship vanished. Consequently,
to the extent that Family Strueture and Stability plays a role
in Attitude Toward Life, it does so in conjunction with these
other background variables.

Finding 4.—A set of three variables called Family Process
(PRCS), because it represented both the expectations and as-
pirations that a student and his parents had for his schooling
and the activities that they engaged into to support thesc aspira-
tions, was found to have a moderate-to-high relationship with
Attitude Toward Life (ATTUD) which persisted, albeit in re-
duced size, after the student’s Socio-Economic Status (SES),
Family Structure and Stability (FSS), Achievement (ACHV),
and type of school attended had been allowed for.

(a) Roughly speaking, one-third to one-half of the dif-
ferences among students in ATTUD that was associ-
ated with PRCS was also associated with SES, FSS,
and ACHV. Some 10 percent more was associated solely
with ACHV, while yet another $maller portion' was as-
sociated solely with the type of school attended.

() ATTUD showed a slightly greater sensitivity to the set
of PRCS factors for boys than for girls.

(c) Of the three PRCS variables, the two that pertained
to the more immediate kinds of parent-child involve-
ment played a greater independent role in ATTUD
than did their longer range educational and cccupa-
tional aspirations. This was true even though there was
a substantial portion of ATTUD that was shared by
them both.

Finding 5.—Roughly 12 to 16 percent of the differences
among students in their Attitude Toward Life (ATTUD) was
associated with a set of 10 school factors, After other aspects of
Family Background (FB) and Achievement (ACHYV) had been
allowed for, these values dropped to between 2 and 7 percent.
Hence, to the extent that the type of school one attends plays a
role in ATTUD, it may be thought of as having a large coopera-
tive role with FB and ACHYV, and another, somewhat smaller
role that is independent of both these variables.

(a) The degree to which school variables were associated
with ATTUD before other background factors had
been allowed for was uniformly greater in the South
than in the North.

(b) After examining subsets of the 10 school variables, we
found that the 5 pertaining to the student body's
achievement and motivational level had a large role in
ATTUD that was independent of the 5 teaching staff
attributes. The role of thesw latter, on the other hand,
was completely confounded with that of the five stu-
dent body variables.

{c) Of the five student body variables, Students’ Attitude
Toward Life had the largest independent role in ex-
plaining individual student differences in ATTUD,
‘However, the other four variables showed an inde-
pendent role large enough to support the conelusion
that they, too, had an influence.

7.5. INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS

In this seetion we shall speenfate about the meaning of the
Q s and their possible implications, We have scen that, of

the variables we have worked with, some classes have a stronger
association than others with an individual student’s Attitude
Toward Life (ATTUD). Farther, when placed in the analysis
together, these different classes of variables were often found to
share a good deal in common with one another as they related
to ATTUD. Such “commonness” implies that, in a dynamic
framework (viz, over a sequence of time pericds), these classes
of variables may stand in a reciprocal causal relationship with
cach other. Let us see, then, if we can, on the basis of our findings,
hypothesize what the nature of this rclationship might by, and
how it might help us understand the development of a student’s
outlook on life,

It may be as well to recall at this point the classes of variables
we have worked with and the variables that comprise them.

Home Background (HB).—This set consists of Socio-Economic
Status, Family Structurc and Stability, and Racial-Ethnic
Group Membership. These threc variables can be thought of as
a set that locates a student and his family in terms of the social
structural aspects of society. Family Structure and Stability is
included here because an earlier study has shown it to be highly
confounded with Socio-Economic Status in its relationship with
Attitude Toward Life as well as in its relationship with Achieve-
ment (Mayeske ctal., 1972b). Racial-Ethnic Group Membership
is included here because this is a factor of proven relevance to a
student’s chances in life even after his Socio-Economic Status
and Family Structure have been allowed for (Mayeske et al.,
1972b).

Family Process (PRCS).—This sct consists of the three vari-
ables that pertain to the expeectations and aspirations that a

. student and his parents have for his schooling, and to the ac-

tivities they engage in to support these aspirations.'®

Achievement (ACHV)—~This set consists of measures of the
student’s academic skills and of his attainments in reading and
mathematics.

School Attributes (SCH).—This set consists of attributes of the
students one goes to school with, as well as attributes of the
teaching staff at that school. The five variables that reflect the
student body’s achievement and motivational levels are classi-
fied as school variables not only because they help to shape the
school’s policies and practices, but also because they can be
regarded as reflecting the aggregate cffects of schaoling. The
five teaching staff attributes are included here because they have
been shown to be erucial in mediating between student inputs
to the school und aggregate school outeomes {Mayeske et al.,
1972a, chapter 6).

On the basis of our findings then, how de we see these elasses
of variables acting on Attitude Toward Life and on one another
over time? We see two aspeets of a student’s family, represented
here by Home Background and Family Proeess, as having a
formative influence on o wide number of his attributes even prior
to his conceplion. For example, individuals of similar socio-
economic status and racial-ethnie group membership are more
likely to marry and have offspring than are individuals who are
dissimilar in these respeets, Likewise, it seems reazonable to as-
siime that individuals who place great value on edueation and

P The 3 variahiles are Fxpeetations for Freollones Sty Pinbits, and
Fdueational Plane and Dresirea



FIGURE 7.5.—Current Conceptualization of the Roles of Family Background, Achievement,
and School Factors in Attitude Toward Life
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believe that their children can attain a better life through it, or
at least maintain their present way of life, are more likely to
marry each other than those who do not. Thus, by the time a
child appears on the scene, an initial sharing of educationally re-
lated values has already taken place in the family.?

These shared values, together with the material resources of
the home, will shape the number and nature of the activities that
parents engage in with their children. They will also affeet the
parents’ choice of a place to live, which in turn will affeet the
social composition (not to mention the facilitics) of the school
the child attends. Racial-cthnic group membership is an addi-
tional fuctor, since the type of housing available to nonwhites is
governed by various discriminatory practices, as (in conse-
quence) is the type of schooling. By the time a child is of sehaool
age, he will already have had the familial and community
educational values communicated to him (or not communicuated
to him) thirough o variety of experiences involving parents, or
parental surrogates, and prers. For example, reading 10w ehild
when he s of preschool age is one parental activity that zerves

2 The extent ta which these shared attributes are related to genetie
"""‘CT ‘g an unknown whase resolution would require a very diffeprat
l: lCm“ly (for n discussien, see Jinke nad Fulker, 1970},
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to promote academic achievement, and that serves also to shape
his Attitude Toward Life

Conseguently, we can think of all these factors, including
Attitude Toward Life, as mutually acting on each other over
time. In similar manner, once the child goes to school the
achievement and motivational levels of the students he goes
to school with, ineluding their collective Attitude Toward
Life, will influence his own Attitude Toward Life be*” directly
and indirectly. As an example of direet influenee, con. ader the
belief of his fellow students about their ability to influenee their
lives through the avenue of education. Undoubtedly, this will
have an offect on a student's own beliefs in this regard. As an
example of indireet influence we may take the achievement levels
of his fellow students, which will define the meaning of his own
achievement level and thus affect his Attitude Toward Lifo.?
Similarly, the: views of the tearhing stafl as to a student's or

11 geems possibie that it mav not be s maeh the untare of the activity
that ta eritienl in shaping NVT7UEE bt sath e that the actiaty serves na
a vehicle for the teansmission of affect. Here, too, 1@ an aren that urgestiv
needa nveatigntinn

2 For sxample, s atasdent whao atfaine an nnuagaily highe or low ackijesn.
ment ievel pelative 1o that of Hie pewra vy e eion an nng Aty apdpaetie
or pessimistie ontlock co hie
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class of students’ life chances will also affect the students’ own
views in this regard.

A graphic summary of these relationships is given in figure
7.5. In this figure we have indicated by arrows the direction of
the linkages or mutual influences already discussed. An arrow
pointing in both directions indicates that we see the classes of
variables as interacting with one another. An arrow pointing in
one direction indieates that the influence of this elass of variables
is seen as one-way. The entire complex of mutual influences can
be summarized as g matrix in which the rows denote the classes
of variables that are having an influence (“from’”), and the
columns the classes of variables that are being influenced (“to”).
The numbers represent the boxes from figure 7.5.

TO
1 2 3 4 5
1. Home Background m I XIX)1X]1XT
2. Family Process —0 | ; X i X i X
FROM 3. School Attributes 0 il i I! X i X
4. School Achievement 0 i b, i X i If X
5. Attitude Toward Life 0 I| X i X i X li i

An “X" indicates that the row variable influences the column
variable; a zero indicates that there is no influence of the row
variable. The diagonals have been left blank since there was no
way in this model to conceive of a variable as influencing itself.
It will be scen that Home Baekground influences all the other
sots of variables but is not influenced by them. The other scts,
however, all have an influence on one another.

We would have liked to estimate the strength of these rela-
tionships. However, to do this we would have needed data from
several time periods on the same students, and such data were
not available. Algo, we have not even touched on a number of
other classes of variables that, in our opinion, would have to be
introduced before we could give a really adequate portraval of
how Attitude Toward Life develops. We mean such factors as
religious preference, diserimination in housing and employment,
community variables such as membership in boys’ clubs or
street-corner gangs, more direct measures of peer-group associa-
tions, and many others.

Some of our findings, it will be noted, have been recorded
withnut much attempt at explanation. For exemple, with regard
to differences by sex- in average Attitude Toward Life. we sus-
pect that girls scare higher than hoys because they have a less
aggressive approach to life, and don’t have the fevel of aspira-
tion that boys do. However, we were unable to separat.: ont level
of aspiration per se, Similarly, the bhoys’ Attitude Toward Life
showed a greater sensitivity to Family Process than the girls’,
but it is hard to say just why this should be so. Similar difficulties
arose when we attempted to explain regional differences.

7.6. IMPLICATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Explanations of the effects of one {ype of experience on
another, such s those of poverty on motivation or achievement,
all too often stress a single factor—Jdanguage, perhaps, or in-
adequate nutritign—to the exelusion of alt others. & the sug-
mctunh that follow, we shall attempt to guard against this

[mc

=

tendency. As we have seen, there are a myriad of factors that
may be interpreted as being involved in shaping Attitude
Toward Life. It is true that some of these weigh a little more
heavily than others, but 1one of them is the sole explanatory
factor.

First, we should recognize that a siudent’s views about his
ability to influence his life chanees through the avenue of educa-
tion probably reflect a degree of accuracy. For example, many
parents and students of low socioeconomic status recognize that
it would be very difficult for them to divest themselves of this
status. This applies particularly to many minority group mem-
bers, for they perceive addifional barriers in the form of dis-
crimination in employment, housing, and schooling. Second,
since a student in this position is likely to reside with others like
himself, there tends to be some mutual reinforcement of com-
monly held views.

Another factor, the one we have observed to be most strongly
related to an individual student’s Attitude Toward Life, is
what we have come to call Family Process, or educationally re-
lated child-rearing activities. By this we mean such things as
the parent’s and child’s aspirations for his schooling and the
activities they engage in to support these aspirations. These
activities include reading to him when he was young, talking to
him about his schoolwork, studying and watching telcvision an
optimum number of hours per day, and so on. We are not sug-
gesting here that there arc one or two critical activities that
make all the difference. As E. E. Sandis (1970) has pointed out,
parents may operationalize and communicate their values in
different ways. We do want to suggest, hiowever, that a number
of activities do make a difference in shaping both Achievement
and Attitude Toward Life. It seems as though this personalized
kind of involvement serves not only to stimulate and support
the child in his achievement but to shape his outlook as well.
We have not investigated this involvement in detail. It would
appear, however, that a number of factors such as the inter-
meshing of verbal sequences (Hess, 1969), sensitization to ver-
bal praise as a reinforcing mechanism, use of incentives, and so
forth, may all be involved to differing degrees.

Finally, the organizational and reward structure of most
schools may scrve to work against the interests of many chil-
dren, especially (though not only) those from povesty-stricken
backgrounds. Elementary schools, in their current form, tend
to be organized on the basis of single classrooms of 25 to 35
students with 1 teacher. The latter generally leads the
children through some types of lesson as a group while breaking
them up into subgroups for others, such as reading instruction.
In the latter case, while the teacher works with the smaller
group the other children are expected to apply themscelves to
work at hand and remain quict. Throughout the schoolday the
teacher’s medinm of instruetion is standard English. it is hy this
means that he or she offers information, guidance, praise, and
reproval to the students. In such a system, an individual stu-
dent’s rate of progress and attainment is defined biy that of his
peers. If he ean move more rapidiy than they, for whatever
renson, then he will be said to be “doing well.” If he moves less
rapidiy, then he is suid to “he hehind,"” Perhaps he will e given
speeial attention in an effort te pat himon afevel with s peerg-—
an effurt that may be o sourcee of stigma_rather than support.
Clearly, in soeh nosetting U?ﬁ“f mayv flodfder rather than
flourish, He may comee from a home in whieh some languaps o



dialect other than standard Fnglish is spoken, the verbal re-
inforcements offered by the teacher may not be particularly
meaningiul to him, the impulse control require: of him may not
be something to which he can readily adapt, and the skill de-
velopment of his peers may exceed that of his own. No wonder
if he comes to think of himself as one whe is “behind,” and for
whom academic performance offers little in the way of a sense
of accomplishment.

Remedying this situation, however, is not an easy task that
one can expect to accomplish in a short time period. Several de-
partures from past practices, sometimes quite drastic in nature,
may be suggested. First, the performance standard of schools
needs to be shifted from one of mastery relative to one’s peers
to one of mastery relative to a fixed eriterion of performance.
This implics that educators and consumers of education alike
would have to agree on the level of skill desired for different ages
and grades of students before they could pass on to the next
learning stage. Thus, sume students would be considerably ahead
of their age-mates in terms of learning stages completed. The
emphasis, however, would be on one’s own performance, not
that of his peers.®

A second departure that might prove effective weuld entail
broadening the existing reward structure of schools so as to
introduce a number of different kinds of incentives. Examples
of such incentives range from the award of special privileges, or
the opportunity for such privileges in the form of “credit cards,”
to the use of more cxplicit systems of incentive and reward
{Lipe and Jung, 1971). The student for whom other approaches
are not successful might even be given a variety of so-called
reinforcement therapies; that is, personalized treatments in the
form of game playing sessions, sustained counseling of a personal
nature, and sclective participation in appropriate school ac-
tivities. The use of older students to perform certain teaching
and custodial functions, thereby serving as more relevant role
models, should not be overlooked.

Third, the performance criteria of schools also need to be
broadened. In this and other studies in this series we have fo-
cused only on such school outcomes as academic achievement
and the desire to continue in school. Other aspeets of schooling—
the ahility to work cffeetively with others, for instanee, or the
opportunity for a sense of meaningful accomplishment—may be
far more important even though they are more difficult to meas-
ure (Cross, 1971). Sach ends might best be served by a work-
study program that would cuable adolescent students to get
some of their learning experienees from real-life situations.

2 Of course, the schools would not be able to pursue individaulized in-
struetion in 8 completely unconstrained manuner; the transmission of goecinl
skills, for inswance, might best be accomplished in groups of children about
the same age. Given such n system, more nearly equal educational results
could become a reality for diverse social groups. However, the commitment
of resources to accomplish these ends would probably be heavier where the
need was greatest.
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Finally, it has been argued quite convineingly that a chli
who is not skilled in standard English when he enters schot
may suffer on two counts:

1. His native language or dialeet may hinder his acquisitio;
of standard Fanglish because of structural and phonolog
ical differences.

The act of trying to change his language immediatel
upon entering school may create motivational difficultie
for him (Williams, 1970). Proponents of this view argu
that a child first needs to be taught basic skills in his ow!
langnage or dialect and then at a later age, when he ca;
understand the reasons for so doing, transferred to stand
ard English. Such an approach is cuzrently being trie
out with a number of different language groups. How
ever, these efforts are relatively new and thcir efficac:
has not yet been determined.

10

We have deseribed just a few of the kinds of consideratio
that have emerged in our thinking about approaches the schook
might employ to enhance student motivation. But, we may ask
What should the nature of future research be on factors tha
contribute to Attitude Toward Life? We can envisage two pos
sible approaches that might = cll be pursued simultancously
thereby enhancing cach other. The first would involve eollecting
comprchensive data on the same children over a number of dif
ferent time periods. Such a study would employ more detailec
data on parent-child and child-peer interactions, as well a
more detailed data on school programs and practices. In this
way we would hope to gain a clearer understanding of how the
variables studied here interact over time. The second approact
would involve manfpulating a number of different conditions ir
an experimental framework in order to ascertain their affects or
a student’s outlook on life. For example, peer-group variables
school incentives, and the nature of parent-child interactions
might be experimented with, alone and in different eombina-
tions, Another problem that urgently needs study is the cffect
upon a black child from a predominantly black school of being
placed in, or transferred to, a majority-white sehool.

In summary, although little is known about what improves
one’s outlook on life, a munber of changes that might play an
ameliorative role can be suggested. These range from the elimi-
nation of diseriminatory practices in housing and employment
and the provision of adequate employment (or other means of
sustenance) to greater involvement of parents and children in
what we have termed edueationally related child-rearing activ-
ities. We also helieve that alteration of the sehools’ reward strue-
ture and performance criteria will be necessary if equality of
edueational opportunity is to be achieved for all students, re-
gardless of their baekground.

M Phese netivities nre sponsored by title VI of the Elementary nnd
Secondary Fdueation Aet of 1965,
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Appendix: The Data-Analysis Model®

The following logical steps were incorporated into our cora-
puter program.

Item Analyses—FEach questionnaire item was analyzed
against one or more variables of interest. In this way we were
able to use not only the percentage of respondents choosing
cach item but also their 2verage on the variables of interest as a
guide in assigning scale values. We did the same with the non-
respondents. For the student questionnaire, item responses
were analyzed against an achievement composite.? For the
teacher questionnaire, item rcsponses were analyzed against
the number of items that wcre answered correctly on the
teacher’s vocabulary test.® Questionnaire responses to the school
prineipal questionnaire were analyzed against the principal’s
response to questions concerned with his annual salary, number
of students enrolled in his schoo!, the rural, suburban, or urban
location of the school, and the proportion of children in the
school from working-class families.*

Coding and Intercorrelation of Variables—An approximately
10-pereent sample of students was drawn from the student
master tapes at each grade level. The variables were then coded
and intercorrelated.® For the teachers and principals a break-
down into elementary and secondary was made, and corrclations
were computed for cach breakdown. The full numbers of teachers
and principals included in the survey were used in these analy-
ses.

Reduction of Vartables o Indices—The intercorrelation
matrices for the above steps were subjected to a series of factor
analyses in order to obtain mecaningful groupings of the vari~
ables, called indices.®

Computation of Inder Scores—The weights obtained from
the factor analyses were vsed to compute index scores first, by
standardizing each variable to a mean of zero and a standard
deviation of 1; then, by multiplying each variable by its respec-
tive weight; and finally, by summing these values. Index scores
were computed for all the students included in the survey,
together with index means, standard deviations, and inter-
correlations.”

Computation of School Averages—The mean score for each

! A glightly different version of this appendix has already ieen published
as appendix A in A Study of the Achievement of Qur Nalion's Students
(Mayeske ot al., (972b). The information has been repested here, mutatis
mutandis, because each study is designed to stand by itsc'f,

2 Mayeske et al,, 1968b.

3 Mayeske et al., 1967.

¢The coqes used for these analyses, as well as the means, standard
deviations, and intercorrelations for the students, tenchers, and principals,
are given in the appendixes of the Schonl Study (Mayeske et al, 1969).
The student items were coded by means of criterion 3ealing.

8 Mayeske et al., 1968a.

8 Principal components anclyses were used, with varimsx rofatisng of
components huving a oot of 1 or mare,

7T he items und weights uscd in forming these indices ure given i the
Technical Supplement, available from the serjor author ay the U Office
E l{l‘ Cducutinn, 400 Maryland Aze., SW., Washington. D.C. 20202,
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school was computed for both students and teachers on the
indices and variables that were carried along separakely.

Merging of School Data.—The school means for students and
teachers were merged with the school data for principals on a
single tape (one tape for each of the five grade levels).

Computation of Correlations and Regressions.—We performed
a large number of statistical analyses in order to establish the
variables’ relationships with each other. The primary statistical
tools used were regression analysis and partition of multiple
correlation.

A.l. THE DATA-ANALYSIS MODEL AND ITS PROPERTIES

The data for this study were obtained by appending to each
student the attributes of his sechool appropriate for his grade
level, as they were developed in the School Study. This pro-

cedure generates a data matrix that can be compared with the
following hypothetical one:

! : 3 _4 5
SES ATTUD SES ATTUD PIR
1 [SESu ATTUD,, SES; ATTUD: PTR,]
2 |SESiz ATTUD:s SESe ATTUD; PTRa
STUDENTS 3 | SES;c ATTUD;c SESc ATTUD: PTRc
4
N L . 47

In this matrix the individusl student, as represented by the
numbered rows frora 1 to N, is the basic unit of observation.

The five columns of the matrix represent different kinds of vari-
ables. The first two columns contain observations on each stu-
dent’s Sucio-Feonomic Status (SI8) and Attitude Toward Life

(ATTUD), respeetively. "The third and fourth columus contain
the average Socio-Economic Status (SES) and average Attitude

Toward Life (ATTUD) of students in the same sehool and grade
level as the individual student. The lust column containg 2 more
traditional school variable, the Pupil-Teacher Ratio (PP for
studenia of the same sehool and grade level, The alphabeticeal
suhseripts (A, B, C. ete)) are used to designate the sehnols,
When these varishles wre ntercorrelated the values for eaeh
individual student enter into the computational formula They
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result in the foliwowing hypothetical correlation matrix:

STUDENT CORRELATIONS

1 2
SES ATTUD
1. SES B 1.00 T2
2, ATTUD T2 1.00
3. ﬁs paH T23
4. ATTUD T T
5. PTR L. T T2g

Since this matrix is symmetrie, the values below the main
diagonal {(upper left to lower right) will be the same as those
above the diagonal. The dotted line is uscd to separate the sub-
matrix of student correlations from school correlations. Using
this matrix, and assuming that we are interested in the regres-
sion of ATTUD on SES, we can conduct the following analyses:

TOTAL: The eifectiveness of the regression of individual
student ATTUD on SES is measured by 2.
For more than one variable it would be meas-
ured by the squared multiple correlation ob-
tained by regressing individual ATTUD on
sceveral other individual student wvariables.
School variables can be brought into this
analysis as well. For example, PTR can be
brought into the analysis with SES and AT-
TUD to give the multiple regression of ATTUD
on PTR and SES.

The effectiveness of the regression of school
ATTUD on school SES is measured by ry2. For
more ‘han one variable it would be measured
by the squared multiple correlation cbtained

AMOXNG:

by regressing school ATTUD on several other
sehool variables. For reasons given below, indi-
vidual student variables are not brought into
this kind of analysis,

A within-schonl regression is eonducted by
partialing ATTUD out of ATTUD by means
of partial correlation techniques, and then re-
gressing ATTUD on 81S (i.e., through ob-
servation of the squared partial correlation that
remains). This operation renders the residunls
of ATTUD uncorrelated with or independent
of ATTUD, and censequently uneorrelated
with any other sehool variables that are eor-
related with ATTUD.®

WITHIN:

ATTUD is the one school varisble that is most similar to or
highly correlated with ATTUD. The aquared correlation of
ATTUD with ATTUD represents the maximam amount. of
variance in ATTUD that can be explained by analyzing differ-

ences among schools, Consequently, when ATTUD is partinled

@ algebraic proof of thisassertion i given in the Technieal Supplement.
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34 s
SES ATTUD PTR
T3 Ty I STUDENT-SCHOOL
CORRELATIONS
Te3 Ty Tag
1.00 T3 T3s -
SCHOOL
Tas 1.00 I CORRELATIONS
T35 1.00

Ty

out of ATTUD all the remaining school variables are uncorre-
lated with ATTUD. In general, when an individual student
variable is corrclated with its school-mean counterpart, that
correlation is the maximum value that ean be obtained by cor-
relating it with any other variable or combination of variables,
When the school-mean counterpart is partialed out of an indi-
vidual student variable, all of the differences in that variable
associated with differences among schools are removed. This is
also one of the reasons why an individual student variable is not
entered into an “among” analysis: the maximum differences
among schools on that variable are just as well represented by
the variable's school-mean counterpart.

A.1.1. The Commciiality Model and Its Properties

Extensive use was made in this study of a technique called
commonality analysis, This technique partitions the variance in
a dependent variable that is predicteble from two or more scts of
regressor variables into the proportion that can be uniquely as-
sociated with cach set, and the proportion that is in common
with two or more of the sets. The following discussion will focus |
on the development of the model for two and three sets of vari-
ables, and then go on to a discussion of the meaning of these re-
sults. A mathematical development of the model is given in the
Technical Supplement.

Let us assume that we have two sets of variables, B and 8.
In the eontext of the ensuing chapters, B mizht represent dif-
ferent measnres of the student’s family background, 8 might
represent. different measures of the school he attends, and A
might represent his attitude toward life, Suppose now that we
run a regresston and obtain a squared multiple correlagion for A
against each set of variahles, alone and in combination, For two
sets of variables we will have three squared multiple correla-
tions: RABY; RAS); and RAB,S), where the letter or letiors in
parentheses represent the set or sets entered into the regression,
Then the propostion of the squared mualtiple correlation that. can
he uniquely associated with the B and 8 sets, designated U(B)
and U(S), is given by

U(B) = RY(B.S) — R¥S) (n
U(S) = R7(B.S) - R¥(B) (2)

These uniguie values are sometimes referred to gas first-arder
conunonality enefficients, The proportion of predictable vari-
anes that s eommon Lo the twa sets of variables, eatbd the




second-order commonality coefficient, is given by:

C(B,S)=R¥B,8)-UB)-U(S) (3)

This partitioning results in the following additive properties:
R*(B)=C(B,S)+U(B) (4)
R*(8)=C(B,8)+-U(S) (3)

That is, the squared multiple correlations for B and S can be
expressed as a function of their different orders of commonality
cocfficients; viz, the common portion plus the unique portion.
In the context of our study this kind of analysis indicates the
extent to which the predictable variance is shared in common
by the two sets, and the extent to which it can be associated
with either of them.

The results of these analyses are organized somewhat as fol-
lows:

Order of Commonality B S
Coefficients 1 2
First  U(Xi) a b
Second C(X1X2) ¢ c
R-SQUARE(XI) d e
R-8Q(X1, X2) f f

In this table the first-order commonality coefficient, or portion
uniquely attributable to each set, is given in the U(Xi) row.
Here, Xi stands for the set contained in each column, repre-
sented by B and 8, respectively. The secornd-order commonality
cocfficient is the same for cach column, as is the R-SQ(X1,X2).
The squared multiple correlation for each set, B or 8, is given
in the row R-SQ(Xi). Also, the following empirical values in this
table would be additive: a4-¢=d, b+c=¢, and a-}b+c=f.
When we perform a unitizing operation on these results, the dif-
ferent order-of-commonality coefficients sum to 100. This opera-
tion is performed by dividing cach of the empirical values in
this table by the value for f. Usually only the unitized values
for U(X1) and C(X1X2) arc presented.
For the three-set case let us designate the third set as 0, for
“other.”” From entering all the different combinations of sets in
- the regression we obtain the following squared multiple correla-
tions: R*(B); R¥(S); R*0); R¥B,S); R¥B,0); R¥S0); and
R*B,S,0). Then the first-order commonality coefficients are
given by:

U(B) =R¥B,S,0)—R*(S,0) (6)
U(S) =R*B,S,0)—R*B,0) 7
U(0)=R¥B,3,0)-R*(B,S) (8)

The scennd-order commuoniility coefficients are given by
C(B,8)=R¥B,3,0) - R¥0) - U(B)-U(N) ()]
C(B,0)=R¥B,S,0)-R¥S)-U(B)-U/0) (10)

Ci80)=R¥B.S,0) —R(B) - U(S) - U (1
Finally, the third-order commonality eocfficient, of whieh there
is only one, is given by
C(B,S,0)=R}B,5,0)—-C1,8) —C(B.O)=C(S.0
—U(B)—-U®E)-Tun (1)
O _quared multiple correlation for any single set can then be
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expressed as a function of its different order-of-commonality
coefficients. For cxample, the squared multiple correlation for
the “other’ set, R*(0), can be cxpressed as:

R*0) =C(B,8,0}+C(B,0)+C(8,0) +U(0) (13)

Results of three-set commonality analyses are organized
somewhat as follows:

Order-of-Commonality B S o)
Coefficients 1 2 3
First  U(Xi) a b
Second C(XiX2) d d
C(X1X3) e e
C(X2X3) f f
Third C(X1X2X3) g g '3
R-SQ h i j
R-SQ(X1X2X3) k k k

With three sets, there are now three second-order commonality
cocfficients. The additive properties are: a-+-d-+-e+4g=h; b+
d+f+g=i;ete+f+g=j;and a+b+c+d+e+f+g=k. When
these coefficients are divided by R-SQ(X1X2X3), which in the
table-has the empirical value of k, they are called “unitized”
cocflicients. Usually, the only cocfficients given in the preceding
chapters are of this kind.

On occasion a sccond kind of unitized commonality analysis is
performed. This involves dividing the commonality coefficients
for a set of variables by the variation in the dependent variable
associated with that set. For example, by dividing both sides of
equaticn 13 by its left-most member we obtain an equaiion that
is utitized in terms of R2(0) as follows:

C(B,S0) , C(B,0) , C(§,0) , U(O)
7o) T + + (14)

1.00= R¥(0) ' RO) ' R¥O)

This is equivalent to dividing column 3 in the preceding table by
J. Performing this “unitizing” operation cnables us te compare,
across diverse groups, the extent to which the variation in a
dependent variable associated with a single sét of variables is
confounded with other sets, Foeusing on only one set reduces
the number of comparisons to be made—a task that, with several
sets in the analysis, might otherwise be unwicldy. Of course, the
investigator has to decide that one set is of greater interest to
him than the others.

A number of terms have been used interchangeably to refer to
the first-order and higher order commonality eocflicients. The
first-order coefficient is often ealied the unique rele, unique value,
unique portion, or independent role. Similarly, the higher order .
cocofficients (these other than tie first-order ones) are often re-
ferred to ws the common role, cosizmon portion, common value, or
shared role,

One might ask what meaning ean be attributed to these dif-
ferent. coefficients. The first-order coefficients (the unique por-
tions, G{XI)) revresent that portion of the predictable variaticn
that can be uniquely associated with one of the sets. In the
strictest sense, the higher ordes eoeflicients (those other than
L(X3)) represent our tnability to sepaeate out the funetioning of
one szt from the other,

As for the possible influenees that the different sets of vari-
ables exert on the depeadent variable, it would seem that bath
the unique and the eommon portions eould represent such in-
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fluences. The common portions might represent the joint in-
fluence of two or more sets, or they might represent the fact that
the occurrence of onc attribute is accompanied by the occurrence
of a seecond attribute. For example, students from the lower
socioeconomice strata are more likely to have a less intact family
structure, to be less well-motivated and have lower achievement,
and so forth. This line of reasoning is further reinforced by the
fact that the unique portion for a set of variables, which is
usually considered as representing a causal influence, can be
moved up to the higher order when a new set of variables is
entered into the analysis with it. This occurs for example, when
motivational variables are entered into the analysis with Socio-
Economic Status and Family Structure.

A.2. AN HYPOTHESIS TESTING FRAMEWORK FOR
STRATIFIED REGRESSIONS

Much of this report is devoted to the systematic study of how
the relationships of family background, achievement, and school
factors with attitude toward life differ for different subgroups of
students. For example, differences among thesc relationships are
explored for students in different areas of the country, for stu-
dents of different racial-ethnic group membership, and for boys
and girls. The following framework, described in detail in the
Technical Supplement, was used to test systematically for the
extent of these subgroup differcnees.® A sequential procedure,

9 The technique used is one cutlined by Kuh and programed by A. E.
Beaton, Jr. (1964). It is similar to the one presented by J. Wilson and
L. Carry (1969).

which utilizes various sums of squares and mean squares from a
covariance analysis, was run as follows:

H) Are the cell (or subgroup) regressions, including the
cell intercepts and slopes, similar to the overall re-
gression obtained when all students are combined with-
out regard to subgroup membership? If this hypothesis
is accepted, then the sequence is terminated. However,
if this hypothesis is rejected, then the next hypothesis
in the sequence is tested.

H, Are the cell slopes (or regression weights), excluding
the cell intercepts, similar to the overall slope ob-
tained when all students are combined without regard
to subgroup membership? If this hypothesis is rejected,
then the sequence is terminated. However, if the hy-
pothesis is accepted, then two more tests are available
for distinguishing between different kinds of intercepts.
Since only the first two hypotheses are of interest in
this study, the others are not discussed (although they
are presented in the Tecchnical Supplement). The F
statistic is used to determine whether to aceept or re-
jeet the hypothesis.

If, by means of this hypothesis testing framework, the subgroups
arc found to be different, then comparative commonality analy-
scs are usually run to determine how the sets’ relative roleq may
change from one group to another.
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