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ABSTRACT b

In Norway, where nearly all education is directed by
the state, there are 17 teachers training colleges offering three
different courcrses: a) a U-year 'course, b) a 2-year ccurse, and c) a
3-year experimental course. Candidates become certified after
successful completion of a written examination in Norwegian and
pedagogics and an oral examination in one curricular subject.
Additional training is required for teachers of physical education
and science and for teachers of the handicapped. In Sweden, the
Ministry of Education administers 15 Higher Training Colleges.
Candidates study 5 to 6 terms including one term of practical
experience. After certification, teachers are required to complete 5
days of additional training per year. In Denmark, responsibility for
. the 29 teacher preparation institutions rests with the Directorate of
Teacher Training under the supervision of the Ministry of Education.
During the three and ore-half to four-years course, candidates study
the fundamental core subjects of the Folkeskolen {grades 1-7),
pedagogics, contemporary orientation, and civics. (HMD) \
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. During the month of October, 1370, it was my. privilexze to
Spend a @onth in Scandinavia studying the methods of teacher
training used in Norwey, Denmark, and Sweden, and visiting
some of the teacher training institutions. Without exception,
in each country the greatsst cooperation and courteous treat-
ment possible was afforded me by everyohe who ailded me in my
study, ard it was a most ;ewaraing experience in every respect.

I:. Norway nearly all education is directed by the State

and is free for puplis at all levels. The institutions for

£
higher learning, such as teacher training colleges, are admin-~

istered by the State. Pegulations for tHe education of teachers
have been established by law, and these requirements must be
adhered in all t;aining institutions. The Ministry‘of Education
has established definite guide lines to 1ﬂsune uniform school
standards which fi£ in well with the democratic ideal of equal
opportunity for all. In a recent year over #5% ?f the students
atfthe teacher training colleges were granted loans at very
reasonable rates through the State's bank for student loans.

In addition, about 25% of the students at the centers of
academic learning received scholarships from the State. There
a?e seventeen teachér tralning éolleges in Norway at present,
but facilities for all the young people who want a higher

education are limited. Therefore, ccocmpetition is keen and

many qualified applicants each year are unable to pursue their

education.



Entrance to the teachers'! colléges is baséd on a system
of points galned in a matriculation exarinstion. Additional
points are ailowed for sprecial training i: subjects of im-
portance in thé training college and for previous teaching
experience. This examination for the four year course includes
both a written and or=1 Sectiqn. The s - udents must have reached
- the age of seventeen befcre the middle of the year in which
they apply, and the firét year is probationary. The final
written examination covers arfithmetic and geometry, Norwegian
and pedagogics,

The two year teacher training course usually has a genefal
side and an English side, and an experimental three year course
1s in progress which includes training in teaching the mentally
-retarded children. Again students are accepted on results
»from the matriculation examinatioh or the equival?nt from a
gxmnas,'or higher secondary grammar school. This gymnas usually
is a three-year school that;follows a nine-year school course.
Pupils from all '"lines" of the gymnas are acceptable on the
tWo-year general idde and on the three-year experimental side,
but for the two-year course of the English side, the matricu-
lation examination of the English line is requi :d. Applicants
for the two=-year course must be 19 before the middle of the
calendar year in which they apply and 18 for the three-year
experimental side.

The written portion of the matriculation examinationlis
taken simultaneously at all schools in the country, usually in
May, and the oral portlon 1ls given in June. The final eval-
‘uation of all the written exaﬁinations ls identical for ali

the candidates in the country, so that there 1is great competlition
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for pléces In the teacher training colleges.

At"the conclusion of the training for both the two and
four-year courses, written examinations in Norwegian and ped-
agogics with the same requirements are given. On the English
side, two pavers in English also are fequired. In addition,
an oral examinatioﬁ in at least one subject is required, and
on the English sidé there ray be two. Those who'successfully
complete the course receive a diploma and are called laerar
(teacher).

Upon completion of the courses, the teachers are qualified
to teach in the primary school, and the two-year English side
also-prepares teachers of English in the primary and continuation
Schools. Additional training, required for such courses as
education of handicapped or retarded children{uhandworki
physical educatlon;\domestic science and home management, etc.,
may be obtained at-Special training colleges or through special

qualifying courses at a univerity.
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In Norway the church, the schoois, higher education and
cultural matters have generally continued to be the concern of
the Ministry of Church and Education for one hundved and fifty
years, Therefore,‘courses in Religion are reguired at the
teacher training coileges. A Stéte Council for Teacher Training
was provided for by law in 1962, and this council assists the
Ministry of Church and Education by submitting proposals for
curricula; examlning textbooks for possible adoption,; ndvising
on the appointment of headmasters; inspextion of schools: and
advising on matters concefning training requirements and recog-
nlzed qualificatloné for the teaching profession as well as
bel. gz responsible for examination papers for both entering and
terminal students; and appolinting examiners,

In Sweden the Ministry of Education ana Cultural Affairs
administers the educational system through a National Board of
. Sducation, which in turn assigns closer supervision to Countv
Boards of Education. and to local school boards. Again, as in
Norway, beginning with the academic &ear 1970/1971, a new
curriculum has been provided for the Swedish compulsory com-
prehensive school introduced in 1962, which includes the Junior
Level, grades 1=-3; Middle Level, grades 4-6; and the Senior
Level; grades 7-9. It is important also to remember that
throughout Scandinavia, children begin formal school at the
age of 7 rather than at 6 as in the United States, and 1n
Sweden, continue through the year they hgve their sixteenth
birthday. During the first six grades most subjects ard

taught by a homeroor teacher and all students study the same

\
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Subjects for the same riumber of periods per week. The concern
of this paper is the prepération of teachers for the first

six grades of this particular school, who ar- designated as
clacs teachers. Thls includes the teachers for the.Infants'
school (i.e. Grades 1-3) and for the Primary school {(i.e.
Grades 4-6).

Tcachers in the primary school and infantis' school receive
thelir entire training at one of the six major Higher Training
Colleges in 3Sweden or at one c¢. the nine smaliler Higher
Training Colleges. Matriculation at the Training College is
deperndent upon completion of a course at a continuation school,
a two-year school that follows the compulsory nir-year school,
Therefore, a student probably would be about elghteen years
of age by the time he completed a continuation school. The
teacher training course itself lasts for six terms for primary

schocl teachers and five terms Tor infants! school teachers.

In both cases, the term next to the last one 1s devoted to

practical teaching within a local educational system, closely

akin to student teaching as we know it in the United States.

Furthermore, the student studles 1n specific subject areas,
pedagogics and methods. Teachers of domestic sclence, handi-

)
crafts, art, physical education, and music in the Comprehensive

1l
School are called Ovningslarare, and receive thelr tralning

" it
at specialized colleges in their subject areas. Ovnlingslarare
in music, art, and physical educatlion receive about 150
Swedish crowns more per month than classroom teachers .and

Svningslgrare in domestlc science and handicraft receive

around 250-Swedish crowns less. 'And a pfimgry school teacher



\
is paid nearly 500 crowns more per month than an Infants!'
school teacher, = ' .

After a teachéfnhas completed the regular teachgr trainiﬁg,
1t is possible for such a berson to undergo a périodlof training
lasting from one to thres terms to become a special teachex,
i.e. a teacher of handicapped pupils. This training is given
at the Higher'Training Colleges and at three Institutes of
Vocational Pedagogics. The salaries of spcﬁ teachers is around
30C Syedish crowns more per month than the salaries of regular
classroom teachers.

In Sﬁeden.great stress 1s placed upon the importance for
continued training of teachers and other school officers. This

includes boﬁh additional training in pedagogical skill and
nastery of subject matter, and such training can be secured

‘at the six Teacher Training Universities. TFive study days

per year are also cogpulsory for all teachers, and these can

be used as a week lo;g course or they might be distributed over
the whole schoo; year. These days are very similar to workshops
for teachers which are used widely in the united'States. In
Sweden these days can be used for discussion groups, listening
to exprerts or e@ucationallvlSits and'attendance at demonstration

- lessons. | |

Educationjin Denmark is under the direction of the Ministry
of Educétion, and through its Directorate for Teacher Training
Coileges all supervision of such colleges is done, examination
bapers are wo}ked out and the teacﬂers are appointed for the"‘
State colleges. A teacher Training Council, consisting of
representatives firom the headmasters of Teacher Training Colleges,

1

teachers and students, has been appointed to advise the Minister

of Education .in matters pertaining to teacher  training. It is

Y



an advisory council but the Ministry-refefs many{matters ofl
importanoa for all colleges to 1t.w &gain as in the other
Scandinavian countrics, the training bf teachers for the Pri-
mary and Lower Secondary School (Folkeskolgg) takes place at
-special institutions rather than at the university.level.

Too, there is a preference for small Teacher: Training Colleges

and presently'there are 29 such dolleges called Seminarier,
each with from 300-8000 students and one college for training

teachers for the lower forms. (gradeS) of thé Folkeskole,

These schools are financed elther totally by the state or
partly by publlc aqdﬁgrivate funds. The administration is in
the hands of a Rektor (Principal) asSisted by the Laeraerrod
{Teachers! Council}. The personal contact between teacher and
student and between students is conSldPred valuable and desirable.
A total of ten of uhe Colleges are State colleges and the rest
are private but are subsidized by the State., Tuition is free
at State colleges while a small tuition fee, which may be re-
duced Substantially by State grants, is charged at tne private
colleges, The Staté'also provides scholarships and interest-
frég 1oans'aocording‘to the financial means of the Studentt'
The teacher training colleges aré co-educational, and in\
the past, the majority of the students were male. Since; 1964
however, femaia students Seem to be equalizing the gap. In
Denmark the principle of maintaining a certain unifO“mity in

the professional qualifications of all teachers in the Primary

and Lower Secondary School (Folkeskolen) has been adhered to,

rtgardless of whether the candidate would be teaching in a



villeee sSchool or in a municirpal sohool and whether the:; were
to teach 1r lower grades cr hiéher grades, LErtrance to the

Teacgsr Tfaining Colleges again is dependent upon passing the
Higher Preparatory Examination (after having atterded a two-

8

year course or having been privately tutored) or passing the

Higher Secondary School Leaving Examlnation (Studeﬁterexsamen).
The two-year coﬁrée follows the seven years in th. Folkeskolen,
so the candidate would be arourd 18 years ~* age. Thé~training
course itself lasts 3 1/2 to 4 yeurs ».d the teacher is expected
to be qualified to teach.ail suh’ :cts in all grades of the
Primary an& Lower Sgcondary schgol. Therefore, ail studegts
are required to study Lhe.fbur subjects considered f;ndamenta;

to.the Primary School:. Danish, Writing, Numbers, and Religious

Knowledge. Religious Knowledge 1s required in the-'Danish

Folkeskole, bup children whose parents are not members of the
officiai Chufch of Denmark may, on request from parents, be
‘exempted from the study and = teacher foftthe same reason may
be éxcﬁsed from teaching religion.
The curriculum of teacher trailning colleges consists df
the followingﬁ | ‘ 7
1. Pedagogical subjects:
Educational Theory, Psychology, Teaching Methods and Teaching
Practice (usually designated as student teaching in t@e

United States) aslas a specilal field of study, one of the

following subjects:

a. Teaching in the higher forms of the Folkeskole

b. Special instruction for the handicapped

&



2. The core subjects of the Folkeskole '

Danish (knowledge of Norweglan and Swedish), Writing; Numtexs
~and Religious Knowledge
3. Three of the following subjects:

'Creatlve ectivities, Singing/NMusic, Physlcal Education and

eedlework ‘ - 2
4, Contemporary Orientation and Civics (
5. tSupplementary studies in two subjects taught in the Wolkeskole‘:
6. Supplementary courses ) ' ' Ce

Teaching practlce is obtained in a training school of which
at Jeast one 1s attached to each Teacher Training College. Student
teachers are grouped in two s or' three s and left in the charge
of av experienced teacher for thelr student teaching experience
. These trainlng schools correspond closely to the lgboratory
" schools connécted with many American colleges and universities.
Short coufsesxare offered‘in pedagcgical topics andﬁAudio,

Visual aids, etc. - . . o u_ o o®

At the conclusion of the teacher traihing pefiod, the teacher

takes an examination in all subjects of the curriculum and isgiven
. - .

& certificate which ShowS the marks obtained in each individusl ]
subject. The only exception is‘Teaching Practice in which an A
"evaluation of the applicanti!s aptitude and skill in teaching

children is made. and no grade is assigued. \

Advanced study for teacherc in the Folkeskole may be obtained

. at the Danmarks Taererhojskole (Royal Darish College of Educatloﬁ)

. except for Physical Education which 1is glven at Danmarks Gymng ~

stikhojskole (State College of Physical Education).

¢
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It was my privilege to vislt and observe in teccher training
nrolleges in the wvarious countries, and many similarities between
cur methods of training eleméntary”teachers and theits were

neted., It was interesting to hear from one of thelr headmasters

.

that the 3Scandinavian students are asking-fOr more freedom of

“cholce in selection of subjects to be studied as are the students

t

in the United States, and consequently, more leeway is being

gr@hted.



