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March 1971 data are given for women of Spanish origin

in the United States. Country of origin, population, family
composition, educational attainment, labor force participation, type
of work, income, and low income level are covered. Where separate
data for women are not available, data for , both sexes are shown.
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N
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Educational attaimment

Among every 100 persons of Spanish origin who were 25 years of age
and over in March 1971, about 20 had not completed 5 years of school
and only 35 had completed 12 or more years of school. However, among
those 25 to 29 years old, almost half were at least high school graduates.

Educational Attaimment of Persons of Spanish Origin,
by Country of Origin, March 1971
(Percent aistribution)

Age and Puerto
years of school compleced Total 1/ Mexican Rican

Persong 25 years of esge and over

Total ' 100.0 100.0 100.0
Less than 5 years of school ~19.5 25.7 23.7
5 to 11 years of school 47.9 48.0 56.5
12 years of school or more 32.6 26.3 19.8
Persons 25 to 29 years of age

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0
Less than 5 years of school 5. 6.6 9.3
5 to 11 years of school ks .8 Lk .9 58.2
12 years of school or more - 48.4 48.5 32.5

y Includes persons of other Spanish origin not shown separately.

Labor force participation

About 39 percent of all Spanish origin women of the usual working age
(16 to 64 years) were working or seeking work in March 197l. Women of
Mexican origin were more likely to be working than were women of Puerto
Rican origin-~their respective labor force participation rates were 36
and 29 percent,

Type of work

About 41 percent of all Spanish origin women employed in November
1969 held white-collar jobs (professionsl, manegerial, clerical, and
Bales); 35 percent were blue-collar workers (operatives, craftsmen, and
nonferm laborers); and 2k percent were service workers. There was
considerable variation according to country of origin: more than half of
the women of Puerto Rican origin were blue-collar workers; almost half
of those of Cubar origin were white-collar workers; and those of Mexican

origin were more evenly distributed emong white-collar, biue-collar, and .
service work.
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Type of Work of Einployed Women of Spanish Origin,
by Country of Origln, November 1969

Puerto
Type of work ) Total 1/ Mexican  Rican Cuban
Total employed 1,060,000 514,000 155,000 108,000
Percent, 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Whi‘be-collar work H009 37.7 38 06 I‘le
Blue-collar work 34.8 29.6 53.6 L1.3
Serviee ‘jork 23.5 31.5 7.8 10.6
Fam work .8 1.2 - -

y Includes persons of other Spanish origin not shown separately.

Income

The 1970 median inccome from all sources for femilies with a head of
Spardish origin was $7,334. Within the Spanish origin population, the
median income of all Puerto Rican families ($5,975) was considerably
below that of all MexdiceneAmerican ($7,117).

For all families with a head of Spanish origin who worked year round
full time, the median income was $9,309. There was very little difference
in median incomes of Mexican-American families and Puerto Rican femilies
vwhose head was fully employed ($8,946 and $8,829, respectively). For
Cuban families with a fully employed head, however, the median was $9,5u46.

Low=income level*'

About 24 percent of all persons of Spanish origin, 28 percent of
those of Mexican origin, and 29 percent of those of Puerto Rican origin
) had incomes below the low-incaome level in 1970.

The likeldihood of being poor wes very high for families headed by a
woman and for women classified as unrelated individuals. Half of all
persons of Spanlsh origin so situated were j)oor. The proportions ranged

from U8 percent for those of Puerto Rican origin to 62 percent for those {
of Mexican origin.

¥The low-income concept used in thils report, formmerly called the
poverty level, classifies femilies and unrelated individuals as belng
above or below the low-income level, using cutoffs adjusted to take
account of such factors as family size, sex and age of family head, number
of children, and fam~nonfarmm residence. In 1970, the low-income thresholds
ranged fran about $1,950 for an unrelated individual to $6,470 for a

family of seven or more persons. The threshold for a nonfarm family of
four was $3,908. '
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