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The purpose of this study was to determine if phrase

reading training with fourth graders would significantly enhance the
development of reading skills for the purposes of obtaining and using
nevw information. Forty fourth grade classrooms were assigned at
random to five groups: 5,000 phrase group, 10,000 phrase group,
.15,000 phrase group, 20,000 phrase group, and a control group. The
phrase reading program was presented using the Phrase Reading Film
Series--Intermediate Grades. Alternate forms of the Stanford
Achievement Test were administered at intervals of about seven and
one~half months prior to and following the phrase reading progran.
The results indicated that children in school districts of limited
social-cultural backgrounds, who ordinarily have difficulty in
achieving at an expected annual rate, appeared to benefit
substantially from the phrase reading programs. In a community
setting with children of social-cultural opportunity who are
achieving at an expected or above annual rate a supplemental need for
phrase reading training was not indicated. An appendix is included
which discusses pkrase reading programs for 1ntermed1ate grades.
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PHRASE READING TRAINING ¥/ITH FOURTH GRADE STUDENTS:
AN EXPERIMENTAL STUDY!
Bruce R. Amble, Ph.D. and Frances J. Kelly, Fh.D.2
Central Midwestern Regional Educational Laboratory
Phrase readinn proorams have helped lmprove'thé readine efficiency of
£1fth and sixth grade students. (Amble and Muehl, I966a; Amble and Muek.i,
1966b; Amble, 1966). Experimental phrase reading r#zsearch with remedial readers
and slow learners at the jurior hlgh.sthool level held promise as a procedure
for dlsadvantageb studen{s (Ambie and Muehl, Experiment 111, 1966a; Amble and
Butler, 1967). The phrase readlng proqgrams zppeared to be an effective sup~
plement to the régular reading programs. The process of reading education was
facllilitated by the use ;f téhhnologically presented phrase reading programs
deveioped on [6mn fiIm for use with standard projection eguipment (See Appendix

A).

The work reported hereln was performed pursuant to Contract No. OEC
3-7-062875-3056 with the United States Department of Health, Education, and
‘“Je|fare, Office of Education for the Central Midwestern Regional Educational
l.aboratory, Inc., 10646 St. Charles Rock Road, St. Ann, Fissouri 63074.

20r.'s Amble and Kelly hold academlc appointments In the Department of
Educational Psychology, Southern lilinois University. Dr. Kelly was consultant
on the project. The authors express their sincere gratitude to CEMREL for the
excel lent coordination of the Phrase Readinc Project. Administration and
teacher support and participation are nratefully acknowledged to the East St.
Louis and Belfevlfle, t1linols, City School Systems. Roger Olson and Lella
Marvin assisted as graduate students In impiementing the study.



The flndlng§ of the phrase readinr studies may be summarlzed with refer-
ence to the research findincs:
(1Y The perceptual span of phrase readint can be slonlficantly increased
by phrase reading tralning. _
(2) Readlno comprehenslon can be'sloélflcantly Increased by pﬁrase
] :

readinn progarams. . Qﬁ&%&
(3) Readlng rate can be sligniflcantly increased by phrase readlng traln-
s : '
Ing. \

’ (4) The findings of !, 2, and 3 were obtained among phrase reading
tralned subjects wlthout slqnlficant advantage or change in reading
vocabulary when compared to coﬁtrol subjects. !

(5) The findings of 1, 2, and 3 were obtained and effective with students
of low, medlum and hich reading achlevement.
These findinas Indicate tha;'wlthln the scope of the studles, readine by
phrases |s a unlque, Integrative reading sklll; modlflable under condlittons of
;

tralninec; necessary at all levels of trainino; Independent of speclflc readlng

vocabuiary; and durable once the skiil has Improbed'(Amble, |967).

Statement of Problem

Enterling fourth grade students have emerged from a primary graée.cuf-’
riculum which emphasized the teachinp of readino skills. They would now be
expected to apply these skills for the acqulslitian of Information and concepts,
and for reading enjoyment. The questlion which:the present study attempted to
answer was: ‘lould proarams of phrase readling tralning with fourth arade stu-
dents slgnlflcantly enhance the development of readinn skllls for the purposes
Iof obtalning and using new Information? The CEMREL Phrase Readlng Project was

' deslgned to extend and amplify the previous research results.
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Objectives:

Amonq a fourth orade school population:

) Détermlne I f phrase reading traininc increased reading rate and
readinn comprehension.

(2) Determine 1f phrase reading training resulted in signlficant In-
creases In readlng related areas such as language, social studies,
science, arlthmetic, spelling, and study skiils.

(3) ' Determine the feaslbfllty of the phrase readinc programs of 5,000;
10,000, 15,000, and 20,000 practice phrases while extendlng and
distributine the training over a seven month perlod.

The previous studles with phrase readino programs had e;tab|1shed the
funct!ional value of the readino-tralning procedure. However, they had not as
yet established the phrase readinc on 2 broader educational basis. A major
objeetlve was to view the new project as a valldation study, where phrase read-
ing tralning would be an intecral part of the school pronram as reffected by
both the exte?;ed practice procedures and the duration of trainine. Within

, _

this framework, information would be obtained on the process of reading develop-

ment, classroom teaching, and learning.

Procedures '
Desfdn:
The investication was desicned to determine the usefuiness of phrase
reading trainine with fourth grade studentg. Ss were entering fourth craders.

Forty fourth crade classrooms were assicned at random to flve groups (or treat-



ment conditions) so that each conditlon Included elght classrpoms.3' The ex-
perlmental oroups were deslcnated as fqllows; 5,000 Phrase Group, 10,000
Phrase Group, 15,000 Phrase Group, and 20,000 Phrase Group. Phrase readino pro-
grams were conducted over a 7_to 28 week perlod, respectivaly, based on the
schéol calendar year. The tralnlﬁg procrams requlred about three half class
perlods per week. The remalnlng:elght classrooms served as control Ss and were
deslgnated the Control Group. The control classrooms remalned In the regular
Ianguage arts - readinog program. Slince the flve groups remalned In the'éstab-
I1shed school quldellnes, they contlnued In the school iearnina situation the -
same amount of time. Subject, teacher; program, and school area differencés
were randomized In the ﬁes!gn procedure, VIthin the design of the study, only
the experimental reading program was a dlfferential varlabje.4
Materlals: '

The phrase reading program was presented usina the Phrase Readlng Film

Series - Intermediate Grades {See Appendix B).

{

3Two communitlies were selected to particlipate In the study of Eontrastlng
cultural milleu. Bellevllle would be described as & suburban, mlddie class,
affluent community in the radlus of metropolitan St. Louis, Missouri. East St.
Louls would more aptly be described as an industrial, lower to lower middie _
ctass community with flnancial probiems (loss of industry) in physical decline,
v adjacent to St. Louls. Twenty-two classes were from the East St. Louis school
' district and elghteen from the Belleville school district. A ciassroom asslgned
to the 20,000 phrase readlng proaram was lost to the study because there was a
three teacher turnover during the year. The school princlipal terminated the
group because the readlng program was not Implemented. Of the 1,201 students
pretested, 121 were absent for part or all of the post~tests. Twenty~three stu-
dents were lost with the 20,000 phrase classroom Indicated previously.

4The possibitity of a Hawthorne effect has previously been controlled for
as a source of varlabllity. This did not prove to be a slonlflcant factor in Ex~
periments | and 111 (Amble and Muehl, 1966a). In $he CEMREL Phrase Readinc Pro-
ject, possible effects for particlpation in a study were controlied In several
ways. ‘lhen the craduate asslistants made weekly visits to the community schools,
control teachers were vislted proportiocnally the same number of tlimes as the
teachers in the phrase readinp program. ‘'hen the senlor investinator corresponded
with teachers or visited the schools, contact was made with all teachers on these
occaslons, )

4




Criterion Tests:

Alternate forms of the Stanford Achievement Tests, 1964 Edition, Intar-
medlate'l Battery were used in the pre and post testinc procedures. The Stan-
ford Achievement Tests Included ten separate tests: \lord Meaninn, Paracraph
Meanine, Spelling, ‘Yord Study Skills, Languaée, Arithmetic Computation, Arith-
metic Concepts, Arithmetic Appiications, Socia{ Studies, and Science. Standard
procedures for test administration were followed and teachers conducted all asQ
pects of the testing program as well as the phrase reading prooram itself. The
tests were administered prior to the phrase training procram and at the gnd of
the academlic yeér. In addition to a report of the ¢tudy, test findinns for

each child were made avallable to all participating schools.

4

Duration:
Pre~testino:  Belleville Schools:® SAT-Form Y, September 26-30, I966;
East St. Louls Schools: SAT-Form \/, October 17-21, 1966.
Traininn Period: October 24, 1966 to ilay 12, [967.
Post-testing: Bellevlile and East St. Louis Schools: .SAT-Form X,

May 15-19, 1967.

' Results
' Alternate forms of the Stanford Achievement Test were administered at

Intervals of about seven and one~half months prior to and following the phrase

5The Belleville schools administered the Stanford Achievement Test as
part of the reqgular school testing prooram. Therefore, they completed the
pre-tests two weeks prior to the East St. Louls schools.




rea&lng'prpqram. To determine the influence of the several levels of phrasec
~reading tralning (ranflnq from 5,060 to 20,000 practlice phrases), the Standard
grade score data were analyzed for each of the ten_SAT subtests.® Base line
procedures were established by the Incluslon of control groups In the several
analyses. To determine the nature of observéd channes a multiple regression
analysls was made, takino Into account the mean pre~test differences between
groups. Partlal regresslion welphts arrlved at by multlp[e rerresslon pro-
cedures minimlzed the error sums of squares of prediction (Bottenberg and Viard,
1963). The analysis of varlance included between factors {experimental oroups
and achlevement levels) and a within factor (pre—fest and post=test).

\'ord Meaning:

The analysls of grade scores showed a sionlficant Interaction associated
with training groups and test perlods (p¢ .00001). Flcure | shows the predic-
tion Ilne for each group. The flqure Indicates that if the student had a ‘Jord
Meaning score of 5.3 at the beninning of the study and was & member of the
20,000 Phrase Group, the best predicted score {based on regression analysis)
would he 6.6. This represents a nain of 1.3."°1f the student vas a member Of
the Control Group In the same sltuation, the best predicted score would be 5.8,
or a galn of 0.5. Analysis of the number of items attemﬁted revealed a sienl=-
flca&t Interaction (p ¢ .006) in fhe same dlrection. Thus, the same student in
the 20,000 group would have attempted about 3 per cent more ftems whife cor=
rectily completlnq;IO per cent more of them. Only neqllalble differences were
noted at the lower levels, where word meqnlﬁq galns were at an expected level

for all Ss.

6N_umber- of test qJestlons attempted was operationally defined as an indl-
cation of rate of reading. ‘
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Paraaraph Meaning:

The analysis of grade scores showed a sicniflcant maln effect for tralnlhg
groups at test periods (p¢..00001). 'Flgure 2 shows the prediction Iine for each
aroup. The floure Indicates that a student !nvthe Z0,000 Phrase Group cained
about four tenths of a grade more than a comparable control studenf. The flnd-
Ings were conslistent for low, medlium, aBd higch readers. There was also a slgni-
flcant maln effect for number of Items attemptéd (p¢.001). The same student
in the 20,000 Phrase Group attempted about flve per cent more Items while |
correctly compieting about flfteen per cent more oflthem.

A definite Iearnlng‘curve Is suogested In Flgure 2. The 5,000 Phrase Group
Is about .17 of a grade score below the Control Group. The 10,000 Phrase Group
Is slight!y above the Contro! Group baseline. .Wlth 15,000 phraces, a galn of
another two tenths is noted. The maximum tralnino conditlion was with 20,000

phrases.

7Orlglnally, it was {ntended to coliect and analyze student social-

economlc data. [Information was not made available In the Belleville Schools.
In the East St. Louls Schools complete Information was obtained on 177 students,
Including parent educatlion level, source of Income and occupation cateqory. The
relationship between the several vectors and pre and/or post reading tests ranoped
from rd .15 to r-.15. Analysis of the readino tests, includind the soclal-
economic data, resulted In the same ordering effect reported for the entire group.
The soclal-economic data accounted for less than one per cent addltlonal varlance.
The retationship between the social-economic data and readina orade scores was
surprisinaly low. The findings would suggest that with this.sample of students
neither the reading scores nor the influence of the phrase readino program were

{  bound by soclal-economlc considerations per se.
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Spellinc:

The analysis of ﬁrade scores showed a sicnificant main effect for training
aroups at testbperloés {p: .0000t). An examination of the predicted scores in-
dicated the maln treatment effects were favorable to the 20,000 Phrase Group
when compared to the other conditions. The advantace was about 0.5 grade score. .
Analysls of the number ofvltems attempted indicated the 20,000 Phrase Group
attempted about one per cént more of the multiple-choice questions while correctly

completinn about ten per cent more of them when compared with the Control Group.

WDra Study Skilis:

The analysis of grade scores showed a significant main effect for training
rroups at test periocs (p¢ .003). An examination of the bredlcted scores indi-
cated maln effects far treatment favored the 10,000 and 15,000 Phrase Groups
when compared to the other groups. The advantage Qas about two tenths of 2

“ grade score over the Control and 20,000 Phrase Group and about .35 of a grade

score Bver the 5,000 Phrase Group. _ :

Lannyare:
The analysis of grade scores did not reveal significant findines for training

oroups at test periods,

Arithmetic Computation:

The-analysls of grade scores indicated slignificant main effects for training

oroups at test periods {p¢ .0i). An examination of the predicted scores indicated
a slicht aqvanta§e~for the 10,000, 15,000, and 20,000 Fhrase Groups. They were
about one tenth of a grade score higher than the Control Group and about two

tenths of a grade score hipher than the 5,000 Phrase Group.




Arithmetlc Concepts:
: [
The ‘analysis of crade scores showed a sinnificant Interaction associated
with tralnine nroups at test periods (p¢ .00001). An examinatlon of the results
|

indicated that the best predicted grade score for the above average students Jn

.
i

the 10,000 and 15,000 Phrase Groups was about .25 hicher than the Control Group.
The slower students in the 10,000 Phrase Group had four tenths of a grade score

advantane when compared to the other cohdltlons.8

Arlthmetic Applicatlons: ' | ,

;The analysls of grade scores Indicated significant main effects for train-
Ine gLnups at test periods (p: .0000!)., An examination of predicted scores
Indicated the 10,000 and 20,000 Phrase Groups were, respectively, about .25 and
.40 of a drade score higher than the Control Group. The predicted scores for
the 15,000 Phrase'Group and the Control Group were about the same while the
5,000 PhraserGroup remalned about two tenths of a crade score lower than the
latter two groups. There was a significant increase in number of items attempted
(p ¢ .002), although the dlfferenceslbetween the Control Group, and the 10,000
and 20,000 Phrase Groups were nealicible., The Control Group attempted about .5

per cent more test items while the two Phrase Groups, respectively, correctly

compieted 7 per ¢ent and |} per cent more of them,

8The findings on the Arithmetlic Concepts Test and the Science Test indi~
cated that the best predicted score for the 20,000 Phrase Group was lower than
the Control Group. inspection of the class means at this level revealed that
none tlass in the 20,000 Phrase Group obtained unaccountably high scores on the
pre~test, so that the final grade scores on these two tests were relatively de-~
pressed. Rescoring did not Indicate errors and there appeared to be no problems
on the other tests. The data was included without further question.’



Sociai Studles:

The analysis of grade scores indicated a signiflcant interaction assocl-
ated with tralning groups ant test periods (p < .0000i). An examlnatloh of pre-
dicted scores Indlcated that . ighter students in the 20,000 Phrase Group were
achieving about .5 of a prade score above the other groups. Scores among the
sfower students were about the same for aii groups. Number of items attempted
was not statistically siinflcant.

Sclence:

The analysis of gqrade scores indicated a slonificant interaction for train-
ing oroups at test perlods (p¢ .00002). An examination of predicted scores
indicated that for better students the Control Group, and 10,000 and 15,000
Phrase Groups were two to three tenths of a grade score higher than the 5,000

Phrase Group. For poorer students, the differences were negllglble.8

Discusslon

The phrase reading program was developad to provide extensive practice In
the rapld reading of meanlngful phrases. Prevlous research flndlngs\indlcated
the phrase training program increased accuracy, speed and span of recognition
of reading materiais among fifth and sixth orade students, and remedlal readers
and stow ilearners at the junior h}gh levet. The present study 'was deslgned to
determine if phrase reading tralning with fourth grade students would sionifi-
cantly enhance tﬁe.development of reading skilis for the purposes of cbtaining
and using new Information,

The statistical analysis and 2 review of the findings of the individual
commhnlty schools Indl;a\gd that lntelpretatlon of the results shoutd be com-
pleted within the framework of each school district. The originai intent of the

3

study was not to review the flndlngé by school system, based on the goal that
\
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neneralization over districts (and, hopefully, to ail comparable districts)
wduld be obtalned. The authors feit it would be misieadina to pursue this
course, even thouoh the Results section would allow for such an lnterpretatlon.9
Ana“ysls of the flndings by indlvidual community revealed there were
noticeable differences in the relative amount of grade score pain by the two
Control Groups. In the East St. Louls district, if the Control Group {N=148)

were used as the baseline of "normal" educational development in that district,

and the relative orade score palns were totaled for all ten SAT subtests, the

resulting percentages would be pbtalned: 10
5,000 Phrase Group N=]44 100%
10,000 Phrase Group N=}14 135%
15,000 Phrase Group MN=100 1 17%
20,000 Phrase Group N= 84 153%

Comparable findings would not be obtalned among the classes In Belleville, pri-
‘marily because the Control Group made over a Year averace grade score galn on
the SAT subtests. Simllar resuits were established for the 10,000 and 15,000
Phrase Groyps. By contrast, the 5,000 and 20,000 Phrase Groups were between
.15 and .20 of a gqrade score |ower on an overall basis.

An interpretation of the findings would seem to be Indicated. Chlldren
In schoﬁl districts of limited soclal=cuitural backgrounds, who ordinarfly have
difficulty In achieving at an expected annual rate, appeared to benefit sub-

I stantially from the phrase readino programs. The Influence on educational

9Teachers In the study responded to questionnaires desligned to assess
thelr attltudes about the school reading programs. Both Control Group and Phrase
Group teachers responded favorably (about 83 per cent of 'the time) tc the various
questions.

f
Ophrase Group, average crade score gain on ten SAT subtests
! Control} Group, average grade score galn on ten SAT subtests

Note the 5,000 Phrase Group made the same relatlive arade score gains as
the Control Group.

i3
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achievement appeared to cenerallze over subject matter. In a community settling

with chitdren of soclal-cuitural opportunity, who are achlevinc at an expected
or above annual rate, the supplementa! need for phrase reading training was not
Indicated. In thils case, phrase readlhp programs appeared to be comnarable in
effect to the repular language art - reading prooram. The cholice of a glven
method of Instructlion should be at the discretion of the school statf.

As |s often the case In a research project, a need for further Investlga-
tion Is supgested. In the present Investigation the usefulness of phrase read-
Ino training with educatlonaily retarded children was stroncly sucgested. A
review of the finding to daté'would Indicate that phrase readinc proorams could
be successfully extended amona school handicapped children at the Intermedliate
grades &and jJunlor hlgh schooi levels. The authors would be encouraged to see

phrase reading programs help students Improve reading skills at these levels.

14
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Phrase Reading Tlim Serles - Intermediate Grades

Audlovlsual Center, Uhlverslty of lowa

Learnino to read Is pne of the most important skllls that children are
called upon to master. Children who are able to make proaress in learning
thls skill flnd schoocl more rewarding. Chlidren who learn to read qulckly and

\ _
wlth comprehension acqulre new knowledne more effectively as they proceed
throuoh hich school and cqllege. ReadIno development lends ltself to vocatlonal
arowth and personal satlsfactlon.

In beclnninc reading instructlon, of necesslty, conslderable emphaslis
must be ptaced on the reconnitlon of Indlvidual words. However, readlno is
more than the recognltlon and understandinc of Isolated words. Successful
reading requlres the rapid Integratlion of words Into large contextual unlts —-
phrases and sentences. .The chlld's transition to this hicher-~ievel readlra
skill, If It does oEcur, has been essentlaily uncontrolled by the teachinc
process ﬁnd left for each chlld to develop on his own.

The Phrase headlnn Program provides extenslve practice in rapid readinn
of meanincful phrases. The purpose of the Phrase keadino FlIm Serles Is to
Increase reading rate and comprehenslon.

The Phrase Readina Program was developed and tested wlth Intermedlate-
nrade schoo!l chlldren. The results of thls research show that thls type of
phrase readlng practlce does skanlflcantly enhance readlnc performance. These
readinn galns were malntatned several months after the phrase tralnina procram

was completed. In add{tlon, the Phrase Readlna Prooram has shown promlse with

remedial readlnpg classes.




Tralnlne Procram

The phrase traininc program was developed as a series of ten separate
readinc films. The fllms are each shown twice during the trainine prorram.

Each of the ten films contalns 260 practice phrases which are flashed
on the screen lono enouch for the pupil to make a single readino fixatlon. The
phrases are shown wilth enounh time between presentations for the student to
read the phrase to hlmself and to prepare for the next phrase.

The phrases are two, three and four words In tencrth. Phrase fencth
oradually Increases durlng the tralninc sequence on each fllm. Prcportionately,
there are more three and foqr word phrases In the flims placed toward the end
of the series. Vocabulary is confrolled at the thlrd nrade level.

Students are required to read over flve thousand phrases In the course of
the program; They attempt to recoonlze each phrase as a complete meaninr unlt
durlne @ slnale readlnn flxatlon. Thls extenslve practlice Is Ef paramount
Importance for the successful development of a rapld readina response.

In addltlon, the program Is deslpned to provide a hlghly structured learn-
Ing situation by reduclng distractling stimull durlng tralnlnﬁ, by providing

Immedlate Information on phrase readlng progress, and by motlivatlon resulting

from the unique flim serles.

Phrése Tests

Phrase tests follow the practlce phrases on each flIm, and are used to

establish and malntaln student motlvatlon during the tralnlng proporam, There

are ten different pnrase tests. A test contalns seven phrases varylno in
lenath from three to four words. Students have time to wrlte out each test
phrase after it appears on the screen. Upon completion of the test, students

correct thelr own papers wlth the teacher providing the answer phrases.
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A pronress chart is used by students to keep track of thelr phrase reai-
Ing development durlng the trainine pronram. The progress chart helps maln-

taln motlvation. Each student can compare hls own procress from day to day.

SUMMARY OF RESEARCH

Four experimental studies have been completed which establish the useful-
ness of the Phrase Readinp Film Series.

In the fall, 1962, sixty (60) flfth and sixth crade students In Slcourney,
lowa, were tralned with the Film Series. These students received 5,200 prac-
tice phrases. A matched aroup of students were trained with 420 phrases over
a comparable perlod of time. Students In thls second oroup were required to
write out thelr responses durilng tralnina. The results of the study on a de-
layed post-test showed that fhe hioh practice oroup made approximately a one

year greater cain on the Paracraph Comprehenslon Subtest, lowa Silent Readlna

Test, when compared with the low practlce students. The students who recelved
more tralninc also made slignificantly greater galn--amounting to one~half’
year--on the Reading Comprehenslﬁn Subtest, lowa Tests of Baslc Skills, Inde=
pendentiy administered by the schoo}l system.

Foilowino the Sigourney study, certaln revisions were made in the traininn
program to Improve the FlIm Series.

A cross-vallidatlon s;udy was conducted in the Des Moines, lowa, ﬁubllc
Schools durine the sprine, 1964. Three oroups of fifth rrade children were
establlshed from a pool of fifteen classrooms. Each nroup contalneq 125
children. Assicnment cf the children to the groups controlled for teacher and
school area Influence.

One group received the Film Serles tralning program of 5,200 practice
phrases over a ten-day perlod. A second aroup recelved a tralning program of
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only 2,600 practice phrases over a five~day perliod. 1In the remalning flve
days, the second proup recelved the reputar classroom proaram. A thlrd croup
continued in the recular classroom program throughout the ten-day period.

The results of the Des Moines study showed that the hipgh phrase practice
aroup made ocreater readine galns on a &elayed post-test when compared to the
other two training groups. The superiority of the 5,200 phrase oroup on tne
lowa Silent Reading Test ranped from about one year on both the Paragraph
Comprehenslon and Directed Reading subtests to about two and one-half years on
the Rate subtest.

A third study was conducted with the Film Serles In Des Molnes, lowa,
during the summer, i964. One hundred twenty children enrolled in a remedial
readine proqram participated In this Investigation. These students attended
pubflc and parochlal schopis In grades flve throagh eleven. Sixty chllidren
recelved 6,500 practice phrases over a perfod of 20 days as part of thelr re-
medlal prooram. A comparable group of sixty chlldren continued in the usual
remedlal program for the same period of time. Three teachers and twelve ciasses
were Involved In the study. Each teacher had four classes; two recelved the
phrase reading; two did not,

The results of the remedlal readino study Indicated that students who re-
celved phrase trainjna made relatively greater reading galns followinn training
than students In the usual remedial reading progcram. The 6,500 phrase aroup
evidenced about a year's greater increase on the ISRT Directed Readinn Test
when compared to the other group. The one-half year relative increase of the
phrase group over the other students on the ISRT Paraaraph Comprehension Test
was In the same directlon as the earllier Investigations althouph the .05 level

of sionlflcance was not obtalned.

Y
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The most reéent study was conducted with the Flim Zeries In Carbondale,
IliInols, durlne the spring, 1966. FIfty-four minth and tenth nrade Slow
Learners participated in this Investlipcation. Twenty-ejcht students received a

»tralnlng proaram of 7,8C0 phrases over a perlod o% iS5 school days. A com=-
parable aroup of 26 students spent the same amount of time particlpatine in an
actlve dramatlc readinn procram with additional traininc in readlnn comprehen-
sion. The findinos Indicated that students of limited intellectual ability who
received phrase trainino were readino over three guarters of a year faster on
the ISRT Rate Test two months after tralnine than those students remaining in
the dramatlic réadlnq program. This relatlive gain in readino rate was estab-

Iished without loss of reading comprehension over the same materials.
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APPENDIX B

PHRASE READING FILiM SERIES
for

Intermediate Grades
Produced by
Audiovisual Center

Division of Extension and

Unlversity Services

University of lowa

lowa City, lowa 52240

22



The Phrase Readinn Fijlm Geries conslsts of ten separate reading films
for use with a lémm motion picture projector.

This Flim Series provides extensive practice in rapld readine of meanine~
ful phrases. The purpose of the serlies |Is to Increase readinc rate and compre-
hension. This series was developed and tested with Intermediate orade school
children. The results of this research show that this type cf phrase readine
practice does significantly enhance reading performance. -

Each fiim In the series contalns 260 practice phrases followed by 2
phrase test. The practice phrases are flashed on the screen long enouch for
the pupll to make a single reading fixatlon. The phrases are presented wltﬁ
enough time between presentations for the pupil to read the phrase to himself
and to prepare for the next phrase. The phrases are two, three and four woFds
in length. Phrase lenath gradualiy increases durina the tralning sequence on
each fiim. Proportlonately, there are more three and four word phrases in éhe
fiims piaced toward the end of the series. Vocahulary is controlied at the
third grade level. Pupllis are requlred to read over 5,000 phrases in the
course of the tralning program,

A phrase test which follows the practice sequence on each flim is used
to establish and malntain motlivation during the traininc program. 'A phrase
test contalns seven phrases varying in length from three.to four words. ODurlng
the test puplis have time to write out each test phrase after It appears on the
screen. Prooress charts are used so that each pupl! can keep a Eecord of his
own phrase readlna development. A manual of instructlons accompanies the
Phrase Reading Flim Serfes. About 25 minutes are needed to show each film,

Including the practice phrases and phrase test.
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The flims were produced by the Collene of Education and the Division of
Extension and Unlversity .Services, Audiovisual Center, University of lowa,
under the direction of BRUCE R. AMBLE, SIEGMAR IMUEHL, and JAMES B. STROUD.
PURCHASE: One set of ten (10) Phrase Readina Film Series, U-6178, and four
coples of the Manua! of Instructions--$275.00

CNOTE: A sampie 200 ft. preview film, U-6179, showlng the methods used In

the series, along with a Manua! of Instructlions, Is available on
loan = no charge.
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