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Insular Affairs chaired by Senator Henry M. Jackson. This hearing
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TO EXPAND AND MAKE P.ERMQANENT THE YOUTH
CONSERVATION CORPS

WEDNESDAY, JULY 25, 1973

U.S. SeNaTE,
CoardmirrEr oxX INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS,
S Washington, D.C.

The committee met, pursuant to notice, at 2 p.m., in room 3110, Dirk-,
sen Office Building, ¥Ton. Henry M. JJackson, chairman, presiding. °

Present: Senators Jaclison [presiding], IMTaskell, Hatfield, and
McClure.

Also present : Jerry T. Verkler, staff director; Porter Ward, Denny
Miller, and Doug Smith, professional stifl members. ‘

The Cuairaran. The committee will come to order.

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. HENRY M. J. AGKSdN, A ﬁ.S.-SENATOR
| FROM THE STATE OF WASHINGTON

The purpose of today’s hearing is to receive testimony on S. 1871,
a bill T introduced on May 23, 1973, to expand and make permanent the
Youth Conservation Corps. T have been joined by 16 of my colleagues
in cosponsoring this measure. , '

S. 1871 expands the Youth Conservation Corps Act of 1972 from
its very modest and temporary status to a full-scale permanent youth
and natiiral resources conservation program. It expands the existing
Youth Gonservation Corps program to provide employment for up
to 150,000 young men and women each year, and also enables the States
to benefit more fully thirough a cost-sharing arrangement with the
Federal Government for operation of the Youth Conservation Corps
on State lands by State agencies.

Tn February 1969 T sponsored in Congress original legislation (8S.
1076) which became public law in 1970 and established a 3-year pilot
Youth Conservation Corps program for young men and women be-
tween the ages of 15-18, and from all social, economic, and racial
backgrounds. During the first 2 years of operation. approximately
6,000 youths were provided with sammer jobs in the Youth Conserva--

tion Corps. Another 8,500 vouths from all 50 States, the District of

Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and Ainerican Samoa
will be emplayed this summer on lands administered by the Depart-
ment of the Interior. ) !

Based upon the success of the first year’s program, last Congress, T
introduced S. 2454, a bill nearly identical to S. 1871. S, 2454 passed the
Senate on May 23, 1972 and became Public Law 92-597 late in 1972.

Unfortynately Public Law 92-597 extended the Youth Conservation
' : (1)
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Corps program only through the smmmer of 1974 and limited the au-
thorization for appropriation to $60 million. The measure we are hold-
ing hearings on today is designed to remedy the situation we now
fuce—the Youth Conservation Corps program will die an untimely
deatl in 1974 unless we act expeditiously. :

I should point out that the time I first lield hearings on the Youth
Conservation Corps program, back in 1969, the administration wit-
nesses from the Department of Labor, Department of Inetirior, De-
partment. of Agriculture as well ‘as the Office of Management and
Buydget and the Office of Economic Opportunity, all opposed enact-
ment of my legislation. They argued that putting young people out in
the field to do construction worlk was not a sufficient. priorvity to warrant
enactinent of legislation at the time. They felt that the summer was all
too short a time period to accomplish anything meaningful.

The success that, this program has achieved has been attested to in
independent evalnations conducted each year by the Institute of Socinl
Research, of the Survey Research Center of the University of Michi-
gan. In their findings on last summer’s program they indicate that

98.6 percent of all yonths who participated believed that their experi-

ence was worthwhile, only 4 percent of those enrolled failed to com-
plete the program. When you compare these statistics with other youth
programs it is clear, that the Youth Conservation Corps has been a

.tremendous success. But these are not the important figures. What

did they learn? What did they do that made their experience so worth-
while? An evaluation of the Youth Conservation Corps by the Uni-
versity of Michigan concludes that youth gains in environmental un-
dérstanding and awareness 'from their Youth Conservation Corps
experience are equal to 1 full academié year of study in a normal high
school setting. Through their efforts last year, the 3,500 young people
accomplished $2.7 million worth of improvements to our natural re-
sources. In the first 2 years of this program nearly every dollar we
have appropriated has been returned to'us in the form of direct im-
provements to our natural resources. ' .

_I should point out that in the first summer and with little publicity,
the Department of the Interior received over 80,000 applications for
the 1,100 jobs that were available in the program that summer. The
other agency responsible for adininistering the program, the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, received an average of 400<applications for every

-one position available in one region of the United States.

- Judging fyom the program’s success thus far, it'is my hope that the
administration will reevaluate their stand and support this legislation.

. This legislation when enacted will make the Youth Conservation Corps

a permanent part of owr national scene. We nust have a permanent
program, because there is a permanent need. It is apparent that the
problems of owr environment, the need for elean air and water, and the
need to develep and protect our natural resources are not going to dis-
appear, Nor isthe need of our young people going to disappear—a need

" for meaningful employment which provides them with the kind of

knowledge and understanding which cannot be achicved in 2 school
room, but must be obtained through first hand experience and work.
Indeed these needs are going to become more acute as time progresses.

The last point I wish to make is that this program brings together
young people from all social, economic, and racial backgrounds in a
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common effort from which they take away.a far better underétanding :

of each other and themselves—a far better appreciation of what it
meuns to be an American, to be a useful productive citizen.
I direct that the bill and departmental reports appear at this point
in the record. -

[The text of S. 1871 and departmental reports follow :]

[8. 1871, 934 Cong., 1st sess. |

A Hﬂll;l, To amend the Yonth Conservation Corps Act of 1972 (Publie Lu\\' 92-507, 86 Stat.
]1“ ) to expand and wake permanent the Youth Conservation Corps, and for other
Tposes . .

Be it enacted hy the Senute unﬁ House of RKepresentatives bj the United
Ktates of America in Congress “ussembled, That the Act of October 27, 1972
(86 Stat. 1319) is amended to read as follows: N

“POLICY AND PURVOSE .

“Seerros 1. The Congress finds that the Youth Conservation Corps has
demonstrated a high degree of snecess as @ pilot program ‘wlerein American
vouth. representing all segments of soviety have benefited by gainful employment
in the healthful outdoor atmosphere of the national park system, the national

‘forest system, and other publie lund and water areas of the:United States.

and by their employment have developed, enhanced, and maiitained the natural
resourees of the United States, and whereas in so doing the youth have gained
an understanding and appreciation of the Nation's cuvironment and heritage
equal to one foll academic year of stndy, it is nccordingly the purpose of thix

Act to expand and make pertmanent the Youtl-Conservation Corps and thereby =~

further the developent and waintenance of the natural resonrces of America’s
routh, and in so doing to prepare them for the ultimate responsibility of nain-

taining and managing these resources for the American people. -

TUUUYQUTIT CONSERVATION CORPS .

“Sre. 20 (a) Tao carry out the porposes of this Act, there is estiablished in
the Department of the Tnterior and the Department of Agrienlture a Yonth
Con~orvation Corps (hereinafter referred to as the ‘Corps’), The Corps shall
consist -of young wen and women who are permanent residents of the United
States. its territories, possessions, ov trust territories, who have attained age
fifteen but have not attained age nineteen; and whom the Secretary of the

Interior or the Secretary of Agrictulture may employ without regard to the.

civil service or classification laws, rules or regulations, for the purpose of de-
veloping, preserving. or maintaining the lands and waters of the United States.
“(W) The Corps shall be open to youth of both sexes and youth of all social,

cconomic, and racial elassifications with all Corps members receiving compen- -

sation consistent with work acceomplished. and with no person heing employed
as a member of the Corps for a term in excess of ninety days during uny single
year. o ’
“SRCRETARIAL DUTIES AND FUNCIIONS

“See. 8. () In earvying out this Act, the Seeretary of:the Interior and.-the
Neccetary of Agrienlttnre shall— i

(1) determine the arens under their administrative jurisdictions which
are appropriate for earrving out programs using employees of the Corps;

“(2) Jdetermine, with other Federal agencies, the areas nnder the admin-
istrative jurisdiction of these agencies.which are appropriaté for carrying
ont programs using members of the Corps. and determine and select appro-
priftte work and education programs and projects for participation by mem-
bers of the Corps; .

“(8) determine the rates of pay. hours, and other conditions of employ-
ment in the Corps, except that all mmembers of the Corps shall not be deemed
to be Federal employees other than for the purpose of ehapter 171 of title 28,
United States Code, and chapter S1 of title 5. United States Code;

“(4) provide for such transportation, lodging. subsistence, and other
services and equipment as they may deem necessary or appropriate for the
nceds of menibers of the Corps in their duties;
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"(5) promulgate regulations to insure the safety. health, and welfare of

the Corps members; and
“6) provide to the extent possible, tluit permanent or semipermancent
facilities used as Corps camps be made available to local schools, school
districts, State junior colleges and universities, and other edueation insti-
tutions. for use as environinental/ecologieal edueation camps during periods
of nomuse by the Corps program. Costs for operations, maintenance, and
stafling of Corps eamp facilities during periods of use by non-Corps pro-
grams as well asx any liabiilty for personal injury or property damage
stepiming from such nse shall be the responsibility of the entity or organi-
zation using the facility and shall not be a responsibility of the Secretaries or

the Corps. )

“(b) Whenever economically feasible, existing but unoccupied Federal facil-
ities and surplus or unused equipment (or both); of all types, including military
facilities and equipment, shall be utilized for the purposes of the Corps, where

wtppropriate and with the approval of the Fedoral ageney involved., To minimize

transportation costs, Corps members shall be employed on conservation projeets
as near to their places of residence as is feasible, |

“(e) The Secretary of the Interior and the Seeretary of Agrienlture may
contract with any public agency or organization or any private nonprofit ageney
or ogranization whieh has been in existence for at least five vears for ‘the
operation of any Youth Conservation Corps project, .

“GRANT PROGRAM FOR STATE PROJECTS

“Sre. 4. (1) The Seeretary of the Interior and the Secretary of Agrienlture
shall jointly establish a program under which grauts, shall be made to States
to-assist them in meeting the cost of propects for the employment of young men
and women to develop, preserve, and maintain non-Federal public lands and
waters within the States. For purposes of this section. the term ‘States' in-
cindes the -District of Columbia, the Commonwealtl of Puerto Rico, the Virgin
Islands. Guam, the Trust Territory of the Pacitic Islands, and American Samoa.

“(b)(1) No grant may be made undet this sceetion unless an application
therefor has been submitted to, and approved by, the Secretary of the Interior
and the Secretary of Agriculture, Such applieation shall be in sueh forny, and
submitted in sueh mamer. as the Seceretaries shall jointly by relation preseribe,
and shall contain— ‘

LAY assuranees satisfactory to the Seeretaries that individuals employed
under the project for wlhich the application is submitted shalj (i) have
attained the age of fifteen but not attained the age of nineteen, (ii) be
permanent residents of the United States or its territorios. possessions, or
the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, (iii) be employed without regard
to the personnel laws, rules and regulations applicable to/full-time em-
ployees of the applicant. ¢iv) be employed for a period of not more than
ninety days in any calendar year, and (v) be employed witout regard to
their sex or social, ceonomie, or racial elassifieation : amd - :

“(B) such other information as the Seeretaries hiay jointly by regulation

preseribe.
“(2) The Secretaries may approve applications whieh they determiine (A)
medet the requirements of paragraph (1), :nid (B) are for projects which will
further the development, preservation, or maintenance of non-Federal publie
Lands or waters within the jurisdiction of the applicant.

() (1) The amount of any grant under this seetion shall be determined

Jointly by the Secretaries, exeept that no grant for any projoet may execeed S0
per-centum of the cost (as determined by the Secretaries) of such project.

“(2)- Payments under grants under this seetion may be made in-advance or
by way of reimburserment and at such intervalg and on sueh conditions as the |
Seerctaries find necessary. . :

“(d) Thirty per centum of the smms appropriated. under seetion ¢ for any
fiscal year shall be made available for making grants ander this section for sueh
fiseal year. '

"SECRETARIAL REPORTS

“Sec. 5. The Seeretary of the Interior and Seeretary of Agriculture ‘shall
annually prepare a joint report detailing the activities carried out under this
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Acet and ])m\'i(ling reconmiiendations. [Jach report for the 1)1‘0000(1)‘1:;:A[u-ngr:n‘n
year shall be submitted concurrently to the President and the Congress not
Litor than April 1 of each year.

SAUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS

“Nee. G There are anthorized to be approprianted, and made available to the
Seeretary of the Interior and the Seeretary of Agricultnre to carry out the pur-
poses of this Act, amounts not to exceed $130,000,000 for each fiseal year. Not-
withstanding any other provision of law, funds approprinted for any. figeal year
to carry out this Act shall remain available for obligation and e\punllturo
until the end of the fiseal year following the fiseal year for wluLh apploprmted

!

U.N. J)hlu\ur\u.\"r OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY,
i Washington, D.C., July 24, 1.),8
Hon, I1ENRY M. JACKSON,

- Chairman, Committee on Interior and Instlar Affairs,

N, Scnatc Washington, D.C.

Deanr Mg, ClzAIRMAN @ Your (.omunltec Iras requested the views of this l)ep:ut-
ment on 8. 1871, a bill *TPo amend the Youth Conservatior. Corps Act of 1972
(Iublic Law 92-597, 86 Stat. 1318) to expand and make permanent the Youth
Conservation Corps, aud for other purposes.”

We recommend against thie ennctment of this bill in its present form.

5. 1871 wonld amend the “Youth Couservation Corps’™ Act of 1972 to anthorize
anual approprictions in the amonnt of $150,000,000 tor the ~*Youth Conservation
(worps™ (XCC) established within the Departmients of the Interior and Agri-
‘enlture, It wonld further amend, Jthe 1972 Aet by authorizing the Secretaries of
these two Departments to establish jointly o' permanent program for grouts-in-
iid to the States to assist them in the meeting of costs of projects conducted by
YU members within those States. 8, 1871 would also authorize the Secretaries
to determine, with other Federal :agencies, the areas under their jurisdietion
which are appropriate for eonducting programs with YCC members, thus per-
mitting work to be performed on all Federal lands as well as those under the
administrative jurisdiction ot the Interior and Azriculture Departments,

The Department of the Interior has been pleased with the progress of the YCC
pilot program the last two years. This summer, we are jeintly operating, with
the Departinent of Agriculture, 102 cunps dccumumdutiug over 3,500 young men
atd women from all of the H0 states, the District of Columbin, American Samod,.
the Virgin Islands, :111(1 Puerto Rluj Most ()f theso caups, are residential and
~voedueational.

The progress of the program tn date relates dm.-ctl\' to the. recogmtmu by . the
Congress that a well-planned and deliberate approneh was necessary in order
to design and implement an effeetive program at reasonable costs. Sneh an ap-
proach was also uecessary to overeome the inevitable administrative and opera- |
tional problemns which will oceur in any new program, and to evaluate the pro-
gram from actnal ‘experience. A University of Michigan Institute for Social
Researclr analysis indieates that more evalnation is needed before a compre-
hensive, fnll scale YCC effort is considered. For example, in its ~-uluation of the

1972 Youth Conservation Corps, the University recommended that further re-

search be conducted on the length of camps, the residentiai nature of eamps, the
long-range impact on and value of the program for Corps wmembers, and the
special needs of American Indians and black youth which are uot being met by
the YCC program. The report also indicated tlrat the educationnl aspect of the -
Dprogram needs additional administrative attention to assure that the YCC
program is offering a fully integrated work-learning experience.

Tu view of this experienceanduring the past two years, and the need for furtler
(‘\penonu‘ and evaluation, we do not recommend passage of this proposed legis-
lation at afPérmanent aunnal funding level of $150,000,000. As yvou know, Publie
Law 92-597 anthorized £60.000,000 for the YCC program for the fiseal vear end-
ing Tune 30, 1974, We h[‘llL\ ¢ that this existing Taw provides more thian sufficient
fiseal flexibility for expanding the enrrent program. We, therefore. recomnend
that future anthorization levels be for “sueh sums a8 may be necessary”. How,

»
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ever. if the Committee feels that this program shonld be continued at the current
level of $60,000,000. the Department would have no objection,

In the fiscal year 1974 program, fands will be available for State grants on 2
pilot basis. This new aspect deserves the same careful study and developmeng
as.avis provided in the pilot YCC program. Aecordingly. we recommend thar thik
State grant program nnt be made permanent as contemplated in S, ‘lq"l bat
rather, be continued an a pilot basis.

We believe that the immediate expansion of the current program to the .mmml
lavel proposed in 8. 1871 wonld seriously dilute the program gnality and eceate
administrative and operational diffienlties. As a result, we wonld run the risk
of failing to meet the hopes and expectations of the YOO program. its adminis-
trators and the pitrticipating young people.

Also, we believe it is necessary to continue the evalnation of the progrom’s
effectiveness. Therefore, we believe that the continuation of the program-shoukl
be based on the recognition that its level of funding and. for that matter. its

~ continned feasibility may change over time. Some of the questions which we be-

lieve merit continuing examination and consideration are. determining: (1)
long term effects on knowledge. attitude, ete, of participants several yvears after
the fact; (2) most effective kinds, size, and Iength of camps: (3) comparative
effectiveness of the edneational aspects of YCC: (1) the best wways to assure
objective approaches to educational pavts of the program: (5) what salary is
renuired tn obtain participation: (6) to what extent ean work done by YCC
manpower be limited to work which wonld otherwise be highest. priority agency
needs; and (7) what the costs of YCC work wonld be if obtained by customary
means.

We aiso believe that immediate expansion of the programurnithe level proposed
wonld be unwise for fiscal reasons. The entire Federal.government is currently
experiencing severe fiscal constraints. The inflationary pressnres of the eeonomy
together with the limited finincial resources at onr disposal dictate fiseal
restraint.

‘For onr pilot program to date. the University of Michigan Institnte for Soecial
Research has evaluated the henefits which the participating youth have gained
from the program in terms of environmental educition, and in the social and
cultural interaction among yonth of all soeial. econtomic and racial gronps. On
the basis of that evaluation, we believe the YCC ‘experience has provided these
voung people with a new respect for onr natural ‘heritage and an awareness of
their responsibilities as citizens of the United States. During its first two years
the program has produeed improvements on lands under the jurisdiction of this
Department valued at $2,238.000, thuns exceeding 74 percent of the cost of the
prograt in terms of appropriated funds,

The Dep.lrtmont of the Tnterior firmly bhelieves in the need to conserve, pre-

~serve, and maintain. onr vast natural resources and to proteet our environment

for the futhire of onr youug citizens. However, we also firnily believe that the

" YCC program must coincide with, our capabilities to conduet the program iin an

orderly manner consistent with other needs, futnrv priorities and fiscal
constraints.

We believe that the funding level which has been requesled for FY 1974 will
enable ns to muintain the quality of the program and provide meaningful work
programs in which the yonth ean participate in the planning and designing and
continned environmental edncation.

The Office of Management and Budget has advised that tliere is no objection to
the presentation of this report from the standpoint of the Administration’s
progran. ,

Sincerely yours.
JaMEs T. CLARKE,
Assistant Seerctary of the Interior.

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE,
OFFICE OF TIIE SECRETARY,
Washington, D.C.. July 25, 1973.
Hon. HENRY M, JACKSON,’
Chairman, Committee on Interior end Insvir Aﬂm‘rs,
U8, Scnatc, Washington, D.C.

DEAR M2, GIIAIRMAN : As you reqguested, here are our views on 8, 1871, a bill
“To nmend the Yonth Conservation Corps Act of 1972 (Public Law 92-597, 86

~
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Stat. 1319) to expana and make permanent the Yonth Conservation Corps, and
for other purposes,”

The Department of Agrienlture recommends that 8. 1871 not be enacted in its
proesent form.

S 1871 wonld anthorize the Seeretavies of Agriculture and the Interior to
estabdish a Youth Conservation Corps .(YCC). Under the bill, youth of both sexes
betw epn 15 and 19 years of age 1‘(!))resontin" all socinl, eeonomie, and raeial clas-
sifications would be eligible for employment in the Corps The bill would also
dirveet the Secretaries to jointly estaldish a grant program to assist the States in
establishing and operating YOO programs on non-Federal lands and waters with-
in the Stutes, Thirty percent of the funds avaitable under the bl would be pro-
vided as grants to the States. Total appropriations wonld not exeeed $150 million
for each fiseal year.

This summer we will eomplete the third and final year of the Youth Couserva-
tion Corps pilot program authorized by I'.L. 91-378. Our evaluations to date show
that this pilot program has been suceessfnl in terms of conservation work ie-
eomplished. environmental learning and nnderstanding achieved by Corps mem-
bers, and knowledge of the potential effectiveness of the program gahied. [n the
past two sumers the Departments of Agricultuve and Imterior have employed
6.271 yvouths in the Youth Conservation Corps. Of this number, 3,241 Corps mem-
bhers were placed in iForest Service eamps. 'Lotal funding for l‘hl and 1972 was
&6 million, while the total appraised value of work gecomplished by the Corps
wis 54,464,000, Indepemdent evalnation conducted by the Institute of Social Re-
searell of the University of Micliigan conclades that in 1972 youth gains in
environmentil knowledge-from their YCC experience are approximately equal to
one full academic year of study in o nermal high scheol setting.

The University of Michigan analysis alse indieates that more evaluation is
needed before a comprehensive, full scale YC( effort is considered. For example.
in its evalnation of the 1972 Youth Conservation Corps, the University recom-
niended that further resenreh be conducted on the length and size of cmups, the
residential niture of camps, te long-range impact on and value of the program
for Corps members over a longer spectrnm of time, and the speeinl needs of

Amertfean Indian and black youth whieh are net being met by the YCC program.-

The report also indicated that the educational aspeet of the program needs addi-
tiondl administrative attention to assure that the YCC program is offering a
fully integrated work-learning experience. QOther items whieh merit further re-
finement are the valnation of couservation work aceomplished and methods of
deterniining what this w ork wonld cost if other resonrces were nsed to ae-
complish it.

We do not helieve that an expansion of the program to the $130 million level
as proposed in 8. 1871 is either realistic or desirable, The $150 million authorizi-
tion level ’“m excecds the eapabilities of the Departments.of Agrieniture and the
Interior td responsibly and effectively administer the Youth Conservation Corps.

The pilot approach has permitted us to develop a sound and orderly hase for a
Youth Conservation Corps program. To a large degree, we believe the high
measure of snecess which fhe programm has achieved to date is the result of
working at a ni.nnge thle program level. We believe the most effective approach
to an oxp.m(led YCC would be a gradual phasing of program inereases eonpled
with continned program evaluation. The President’s hudget for fiscal year 1074
refleets this philosophy in its request for $10 million for YCC: this represents
an increase of £634 million above the funds programmed for 1973, In the fiscal
year 1974 program, funds will be availuble for State grants, This is a new aspeet
of the YCC program which deserves the same careful stndy and development as
that prmided the pilot Youth Conservation Corps program.

It view of the experience of the past two yeiars and the need for further
experience and evaluation, we do uot recommend enactinent of this legislation
at i pernmnent gnmal funding level of $150 million. As you know, 1. 92-597
authiorized $60 million for the Yonth Conservation Corps program for the fiseal
yoar ending June 30, 1974 We believe this Jogislation provides more than suffi-
cient fiseal flexibility for expanding the program, We therefore recommend that
future anthorizution levels be for “sneh smmy as may heé necessary.” However, if
the Committee feels that this program should be continned at the current level
of $60 miliion, this Department wonld have no objection.

We believe that the immediate expansion of the enrrent program to the annnal
level propesed in S, 1871 would seriously dilute program quality and create
administrative and operational difficuities. Ax a result. we would run the risk

/g
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- of failing to meet ‘the hopes and expectations of the YOO progran, its adminis-

triators, and participating yonth, )

The Oftice of Management and Budget advises that there is no objeetion to
the presentation of this report from the standpoint of the Administention’s
program. . - .

Rineerely, ) ! -
. Jo s Caseskn, Under Seeretary.

CoMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES,
Washington, D.C. Awgust 1, 1974,
B-167151.
Tlon, HENRY M. JA¢KSOXN, :
Chairman, Conunittee on Interior and Insular Affairs,
.S, Nenate. i

Dear Mz, Cramsax: By letier dated June 27, 1973, yon requested onr report
on N, 1871, 93d Congress, a bill te expand and make perminent the Youth Con-
servition Corps,

N, 1871 would amend the act of Angust 13, 1970, Publie Law D1-378. 84 Stut.
ML as amended, to expand and iake permanent the Youth Congervittion Corps.
The hill would retain most of the provisions of the act governing the adininistra-
tion of the Corps buat wonld delete references to it as a pilot program and an-
thorize funds to be appropriated for “each fizeal year™ following enactment.
rather than for fiseal years 1973 and 1974 only. ’

Section 2 would provide for the cmployment of young men or women ages 15
through 18 for a term of not in excess of H0 days during any single year but
would not include the limitation now in Public Law 91-78 as amended by the nct
of October 27, 1972, Public Law 92-597, 86 Stat, 1319, that such employment be
during the stunmer months. We understand that, in the past, the program has heen
limited to the summmer months in order to provide employment opportunities to
young persons when they were out of xehool and not to contlict with other
federally assisted programs which seek to reduce the number of yauths who drop
out. of school. The Conunittee may wish to further consider the 1:01'i0(1#jm'ing
which young persons may be emjloyed as members of the Corps. v

Seetion 3(a) (1} would previde for the Secretaries of the Interior and Agricul-
ture to determine the areax under their administrative jurisdietions whigh ire
appropriate for carrying ont programs nsing employees of the Corps. In view of
subsection 3(a) (3) wnder which members of the Corps shall be deemed not to be
Federal empluyees except for certain specific purposes, the provision of section
3(a) (1) apparently relates to the selection of activities suitable for work to be
carried out by persous enrolled in tne Corps, Therefore, we suggoest that the word
“members” be substitnted for “employees.” Also. the word “members™ would be
consistent with the lingnage nsed jn snbsections 2(h) and 3(b).

Sincerely yvours,
Pavrn G. DEMBLING,
{For the Comptroller Generad of the United States.)

The Cuarrytax, May I say on behalf of the committee that T am
very pleased to see such a large and fine turnout of the YCC members’
and-staff here from the YCC program. ’

T understand we have members from the Harper's Ferry Youth Con-
servation Corps, Catoctin Mountain National Park YCC, and Na-
tional Capital Parks East Conservation Corps.

I think it is important that these young people attend these hear-
ings because it is inportant for them to fully understand how deci-
sions are made in Washington, D.C., and sometimes how they are not
made, and particularly on legislation which involves improvement of
our natural resources and the betterment of our young people.

As members of the Corps so properly stated, “the YCC puts it all
together.”
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My conéer n, however, is tlmt there is an attitude that docs exist
“Swhich is adverse to making this 2 permanent program. May I say that
this committee has been unanimons in its support, on- a bipartisan
basis, for the Youth Conservation Corps. - '

Tow many of yen want to see the YCC die? Let me sec a show of
hands. .

[No response.] ='. -

.+ The CHamrMAN. How many of you want to see it continue?

[Show of hands.]

The Caatrman. I believe, of course, that thls program can be en-:
larged to at least 150,000, 200,000 voung people across the conntry.

T want to state 11frht now that In\“mt this program enacted, and I
am sure.this is going to be the view of the (mmmttoo——tlmt it be- -
comes law at this session of the Congress.

- Ishould emphasize that the Youth (‘onser\'ahon Corps prowmm has
operated on"a pilot basis now for 3 vears. T have many letters from
former members of the YCC who feel that this has contributed to their
lives, improved our natural resources and made them better citizens.

I wonld like to introduce in the record, many letters which demon-
strate this quite factually. and T am stre my colleagues. Senator TTat-
field and Seriator MeClire, who ave here. have sin nilar letters which:
thoy may w ish to put in the record,

[The letters referred to above appear in the appendix of the hearmg _
-record. -

The ]CHAIR\IA\T I have statements from Senator Humphl‘ey and

" Senator Domenici which I will place in the record at this point.
[The prepaved statements of 9e111t01' IIump}ney and Scnator
5 .Domenlcl follow:] ,

Aruitoxt provided by Eic: 3 Ky
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- July 25, 1973

Honorable Hubert K, Hﬁm?hrey_

“ United States Senate = . ) L

Washington, 3. C.
Dear Hubert:.

Q
.. Thank you for your letter-of July 25 in
which you set forth your comments and views with

..respect to S. 167§, my bill to expand and make

permanent -the Youth Conservation Corps.
- I appreciate very much having your support
in this important leglslatlon and I shall see to
it that your letter is included in the hearing
record of July 25..

" With best wisheé,

" Sincerely ydurs,

: Heﬁry M. Jackson
Chairman’

HMJ i¥rd
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COTVE M. MOUSER. CHICF SLEAK

COMMITTEE ON
AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

"July 25, 1973

The Honorable Henry M. Jackson i
Chairman

Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs
United States Senate

Washington, D. C. 20510

" pear Mr. Chairman:

I am submitting this statement in ‘connection with
current hearings by the Senate Committee on Interior
and Insular Affairs on S. 1871, legislation to expand
and make permanent the Youth Conservation Corps. I
stronqly support this legislation and highly commend
your initiative in securing the enactment of the 1970

. law for the launching of this vital program, and of the

1972 Act for its continuation on a pilot basis.

~
A5 a cosponsor of S. 1871, I want to take this
opportunity to explain my long~term interest in
securing Federal support for Proqrams to provide
work experience opportunities for youth in community
and area improvement ~- challenging work that can
lead to a better physical and social environment, and
in -which young people can gain wvaluable new job skills,

As you know, in 1957 I introduced legislation to:create
a youth conservation corps, which ultimately led to the
establishment of the Job Corps with the enactment of the
Economic Opportunity Act eight years later. The Job ‘
Corps has achieved excellent results in serving low-
income young men and women, aged 14 to 21, who need
further training, education, or counselling to secure
meaningful employment and to pursue their education.
Nevertheless, this program has suffered cutbacks under
the present Administration. I am hopeful that the
Administration will carry out the intent of my amend-
ment to the latest continuing appropriations legislation,
as expressed in the final conference report, that the
level of funding for the Job Corps for Fiscal 1974 be
icontinued at $183.4 million.

P

(=
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The Honorable Henry M. Jackson
Page Two
July 25, 1973

The extensive first-hand knowledge I gained of youndg
lives crippled by poverty, in the course of my work

with gqovernors and mavors while Vice President and
chairman of the President®'s Council on -Youth Opportunity,
deeply impressed me with the vital necessity for new
initiatives by the Federal Government in promoting

work experience opportunities for the youth of America.
Among such initiatives, which I outlined in testimony .
before the Senate Suhcommittee on Employment, Manpower,
and Poverty in April, 1971, and in a statement in the -
Senate on May 9, 1972, would be a substantial expansion
of the Neighborhood Youth Corps programs to include

the provision of 250,000 job opportunities for youth

to be involved in work at a fair wage in essential
projects of community improvement and public services.

These efforés and concerns explain my strong support

for the Youth Conservation Corps Act and for the present
legislation to significantly expand its programs of
demonstrated accomplishment. Impressive results include
the fact that last year 3,500 voung people accomplished
$2.7 million worth of improvements to our natural
resources.

Among some 100 camps operated last summer were a pilot
training program for ahout 20 youth at the Sherburne
Wildlife Refuge, near gt. Cloud, Minnesota, and another
program at the!Chippewd Forest. The Sherburne project,
under careful supervision, has provided.these young people
with an excellent first-hand education in the basic
principles of ecolody and conservation. Videotapes of

the YCC on the Sherburne Refuge, well known for its deer
herds and flocks of Canada geese,uﬁave been used in
environmental education programs in schools around
Minnesota., The enthusiasm of the young people both in
performing hard work and enjoying various recreation
activities, has also been evident in a rate of applications
far in excess of the number that can be accepted. And
notable public lands improvements have been achieved under
this program, including the construction of a nature trail,
a contact station overlooking the refuge, and the clearing
of -a waterway for canceing.
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The Honorable Henry M. Jackson
Page Three
July 25, 1973

The fact remains, however, that so much more could be
done by an on behalf of our young pReople of 2ll socic-
economic backgrounds if the Youth Conservation Corps
could be substantially expanded and operated on a
permanent basis. There is a job that needs to be done,
and there is a love and understanding of life and nature
that can and should be gained. The opportunity can and
must be seized to respond simultaneously te a nationwide
concern for the protection of the environment and to the
urgent need to provide opportunities for meaningful work
in a time of critically high unemployment among American
youth, *

I would appreciate your ‘incorporating this statement of
my views in the hearing record on thisg important legislation.

Sincerely,

juhent#

Hubert H. Huiiphrey

Pt

O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

14

STATEMENT OF HON, PETE V. DoOMENICI, A U.S. SENATOR
FROM THE STATE OF NEwW MEgEXICO

Mr. Chairman and Memboers of the Committee, I am
pleascd to have this opportunity to offer a statement in support
of S, 1871, a bill to fﬂncnd the Youth Conscrvation Corps Act
of 1972 to expand and make permanent the Youth Conservation -
Cérps. ' b -

I believe that the Youth Conse rvation Corps is one of
tac best programs. to come to the forests, soils, and waters
oi.this coun;ry. It has proven to be a worthwhile achievement ix;
ébnse:\-vation pf natural resources, in human conservation and
also as an expcriﬁaent in practical tx-a{i;ing and education of youth.

Summer employment opportunities for the youth of
this country in conservation programs on park lands; wildlife

\ o
rcfugesv, forest lands, streambeds and wilderness areas ha.§
provided a rich and rewarding altcrnatilVC to summers of inactivity,
-

boredom and frustration, What betler way is there to conserve
the human and natural resources of our Nation than by continuing

1

and expanding the Youth Conservation Corps,

|

Mr. Chairman, I would like to have included in the '

record some statidics which I received from William D, Hurst,

Regional Director, U. S. Forest Service.
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Mr. Chairman, I feel it is important tq note the
overwhg}_ming inter;zst yodang people have shown for the
Youth Conservation Corps program. In New Mexico there
were 1550 applicants for only 68 positions.

This enthusiasm continues even alter the youth -
are fixi‘if;.hcvd wlitl;L the progi‘_am as expressed in letters from
former YCC participants. Mr. Chairman, I ask that these letters
be.i.ncluded in the record also.

Another interesting fact is that the Youth Conservation

Corps program has encouraged several former members to

attend college and major in biological science programs.

Beyond the benefits which I have s.tated,‘ 1 i{now the
comz;nittee is aware of the thousands of out-of-school and unoccupied
youth wandering aimlessly on the city stree‘.:-s’of-this nation and
of the potentially explosive situation this creates. S. 1871 provides

an excellent way to help young men and women from all social,
economic, and racial backgrounds to participate in a program
' 1

to benefit both them and the Nation.

.3
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Yol G
CALENDAR YREARS

RVATION CORPS

-./'//

INFORMATION o

972 amd LY73

Oujective of the Youth Conservation Corps_Program:

1. o provide painful summer cmployment to American youth between

the apes of 15 and lo-yuars ot age.

el

7. To accomplish needed conservation work on public Iands.

3. To provide the opportunity to gain an appreciation of the Mation's

natural envivonment and beritage.

Kumber of Partici

L ts Wi
e oL dew @

!
Fardst
Burean

= 48§ enrollees with the
= 20 envrollees wica the

(Both Forest Service and the
7~day residential programs)

the lForeast
the Bureau

1973 - 48 enrollues with
’ - 20 enrollees with
{hoth lorest Service and the

7~day rvesidential programs)

tiain _the Forest

ice_and_Other_Agencies_in

Service ((-week propram)
of Land Hanapewent (8-week program)

Bureau of Land Management were
Service (8-week program)
of Laud Management (8-veck program)

Bureau of Land Management were

Humber of Applicants for Available YCC Positions:

1972 - Forest Service: ) 1
- Bureaun of Land Manapement: 1

1973 ~ Yorest Service:
- Burcau of Land Management: 1

v LAY
Forest Service partitipants were rec
Commission of New Mexico.

Compesition of lnrollees Selected:

We do not have statiscics for BLM camps.
obtained from #r. Kirby Klein, YCC Proje

400
oo
550

[V IV] -
. I N

ruited by the Employment Seccurity

wowever , information can be
ct Manager, Bureau of Land

Management, 1705 North Valley Drive, . O. Box 1429. Las Cruces,

New Mexico 88001,

1972 - Yorest Service: 24 youug wom
’ | 24 youuny, men

1973 - Forest Service! 24 young wow
24 youny wen

en

en .



1572 1973
Ethuic backp tound Anglo 32 ¢ Anglo. 24
- Indian L. Indian 3
Spanish 14 Spanish 2L
Black 1 s Black 0
)
. T Averape Age: 15 . 16

. : Theo onrollees came from all income brackets.

s _Accomplisiied by YCC ¥nrollees:

L972:

L. Y00 enrollee hours spent picking up litter on nature trails,
rosdsides, and canpgrounds.

2. saintaived -2 miles of;nncura trails.
3. Haintained 2,000 acres of vepetative type conservation.

4. Constructed Y00 feet of raadside barrier f?t meadow ptotcctioﬁ.

5. Removed 20 miles of obsolete barbed wirve fences e

6. Pruned 30 acres of trees to beautify roadside scenery.

7. Transplanied 34, 5-15 foat ponderosa pinc>ttécs to beautify campgrounds
d. Installed cight interpretative sigas on nature trails.

9. Scoded 100 acres of watershed for erosion conérol purposcs.

10. Ceneral maintenance of two large campground facilities.,

1973: [

EREES .

1. Constructed 200 yards of removable cablae barrier in McGaffey snow
roecreation avea,

2. Ticked up 33 miles of roadside litter.

3. Maintained two campgrounds, including painting, traffic barrier
reconstruction, pruning of dead branun;s, spot graveling on access
- roads and around picnic tables, and litter pickup.

. Maintained oue mile of nature trail in heavily used recreation arca.

5. Maintained onc-half mile of damaged drainage ditches, constructed
diversion dams, and replaced one culvert in watershed! project.

O
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6. Construcned eight cable traffic control barriers along major Forest
access roads.

"7. Constructed 3000 feat of pole fence and 800 feet of baroed wire fence
in the McCaffey recreation area.
t
8. Constructed one-half mile of new barbed wira fence along lnrest boundary
near Llucwa:cr Lake. )

. |
9, Constructed 15 fish habitat improvement dams in Bluewater Creek.

! 10. Maintained 80 acres of vegetative type converSion.

'
11. Cleaned up 300 acres of uasightly brush and dead tree material along
heavily travelled Forest recreation roads. o~

1 12, Constructed horse corral at Rngger Station administrative site. !
13. Constructed 100 feet of rock retainiug wall in campgrouﬁﬂ.
l4. Transplauted 60 large ponderosa pine trees to beautify campground.
Environmental Education: Program

In addition to the worlk projects, which providud education opportunities
in themselves, a formal environmental education program was conducted -
during calendar years 1972 and,1973. ALl Youth Conservation Corps
‘participants spent approximately 25 percent of their time learning about
the natural environment. Tiis was accomplished through {ormal lectures,
films, demenstrations, informal discussions, "rap' sessions, field trips,
and independent readiag, \

Topics covered in the educational program included:

—
: ] 1. ‘Timber Hanagement.

2.  Range Hanagement.

3. Waterslied clanagement.

4, Wildiife Management,

5. . Water pollution,

G. Air pollutioun.

7. Recreation management.

8., Impact of man on the natural environment.
9. Wilderness iranagemeit.
10. Relationship of the natural environment to urban areas 1nclud1ng

economic contributions. |

11. Water ecology.
12. Strecam ccology.

<
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13. Land ecology.

4. Wildfire control-and preveation.

15. Energy systems.

16. Food chaiuns. ™

17. Soil structure and productivity.

18. Overall mmagement systems of the natural environmment and theilr.
relationsiip to each othei.

All Youtir Conserviation Corps participants, throupnh a series of pre- aand
post—tests, showed an ‘Increaspd avareness of ouwr natural environment.
knouledpe was gained in all areas discussed. tiighest interest was shown

“in wildlife manapement and overall wmanagement systems.

Hiany enrollees, based on ‘their experience with the Youth Conservation
Corps, have entered college with majors in forestry, botany, biology o
or wildlife management. Some have receivaed scholarships. |

!
| - !
STATEMENT FROM MR. MYRON CARSON JF THE EMPLOYMENT SECURITY COMMISSION

O NEW MEXICO:

The Youth Conservation Corps is a real worthwhile program and a good
outlet for youth, providing them with a work-training expericnce.

it also helps us to secure jobs for the summer and-we would like to

see the program expanded to allow more youths of New Mexico to participate.

Ve had 22 major offices invoived in the interviewing and couanseling

of young people concerning this and other youth programs.

!

~

4
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!
 COPY OF LEITER FROM 1972 YCC TARITICIPANT
; N :

To all YCC Eniollees,

it Everybody, I'm Mary Jane Cordovd, a former YCC Enrollce. Last

night I vas listening to the news and heard a report on the Youth

Cosservation Corps working at tle Continental Divide. " When I saw
cverybody in their work shirits, Levis, and hard hats, building
thnt fence in that very beautiful and familiay country, something
virim and happy burst inside mee. . My vholée suminer wus relived by

~iust watehing.,  FEvery little thing, from the h1rd hats, fk the

axes, to the dorms and Uroundu, that makes up the camp-.brings
el all sorts of momories It rbnlly made me happy to sce such
a fovrtunate group of tecns rett1nr an experience of a life time.
I grani you that if you're open minded, willing eaper, and daring
erougn’ to accept the challenges, whether they he from the pool
table or Staffers, that will come up vefore you during your stay,
they will change you in some partienlar wny,_hn help you to grow
into a unique individual. ‘l'he work, education, Ipeople and just
living together will bring deep meaning into your lives., Perhaps
not now, but maybe in a year or so as has haprened to me and many
oi' my friends I met there. Although you may be homesick, missing
cut on a iot of parties back home, not liking the food, or wvork,
or o hundred little things thﬁt annoy you, all you have to do is
open your heart; and reach out your hahd and you will tind a
friend. Friendship is the wost precious of Jjevels. While I vas
attehding New Mexico Girls State, at the veginning of this summer,
wc had a simple code that we worked and lived by:

Take time to work: It is the price of success.

Tuke time to play: It is the sccret of perpetual youth.

Take time to laugh: ; It is the music of the- soul.

Take time to give: t is too short a day to be selfish.

‘ake time to be friendly: "It is the road to prplnnsu._

Take %ime to love and be loved: It is a God given

priviledge. ’
. . [

With these fev thoughts in mind, I have been able “to live an
adventurous life instead of just drcaming about it. I hope you
too can do .the same. I would be delighted und eager to hear from
you, -please feel free to write me anytime. I'll nlever forget
my summer of "72", and I hope your's will Ye just as memorabvle.
I
Love ‘always,

Mary Jane Cordova
2" YCC Enrollee

P.5. Beware of the P.J.'s and "axle grease" sandwiches.

P.P.S.S. Thanks and appreciation to all STAFFERS.
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TROM 1972 YCC LNROLLEE - SUSAN MERK!

. "7 LETTER

1 LDOVCHNHIV an joyed Ehis summet's YCC program, I [leel thae
L0 wortiwhile experience for mes Some of the werk.was lhard, byt n
it T was capable of handling. I don't think we did-a job LhJL wasn 't
necessary, alchougu they nad a tendency to get a lltLlp bit monotonous.
ey
I think Lhac we need more L1me, Llough, funds-permitting, for 1nscqncL
in ali sSummer progr anss, or two programs running back to back. . There were
days on work Erow when we were Lulﬂ to work at our own pace and there
wera-days when we wore r;nlly puanod TWesnolld allowed to work-vat-our
nﬁn'page Atl the time Mn)ebs we are Jusc fool1ng nmouud and pot gekting”
- anything donel . S ’
0 -

Also we qhnuld be alloved to Finish some of the projects we stare. Tiie
crew 1 was an dug holes for a barrier along tha rbad and we hnnL ey
wanted to finish il, but.the ncxt'dny'nnoth er crew got to dao it. We

. wonted to be able to say we built this: bacrier from start-ro thluh,

not we duy the holes for irh. T was vaally uxswpp01nLLu. .

Another crew got te vuild a trail Trom start to finish, which is raally
areat. We did one praject from start to finish. Ne teok down a barbed’

ﬂ'llo fence and pulled out all the, fence posts, that was easy. It was

Jjust. carrying all the barbed wive and posts downy’ the mountain to Lhe.

with a little addition of Tain to make it siippory. B
While I am thinking of it, you néed to get new shocks on the carryalls.

The lunches on work crew were pretty bad.
and I refuse to eat it on sandwiches. It took 5 weeks to get mustard
and ketchup in the lunches, and thea instead of the great lemonadu we .
yot this poor excuse for tea. All in all, 1L was gLenL.
Oniy one complaint dbout education - straipitforward &ectures are a real
* o drag. N ‘ . o o

l . . Lo . . . . .

As for group living - that's another story. ‘It is very exciting to come
in From work crew with a half hour to shower and change before supper and

: ‘ find ouc Lducnt;on han you 1n, tho showers are full and vop ‘it ofl, ne

hiot, wnLer.- Lo S -

“a al.

I think the curfew was prLLty,bad There should be.a 2 o'clock curfew on
wveckendseend atrTensr 13 o 'clock curfew on weck nlghcs, with quiet hours

. : alo;p . - . ) - .

Qo o : ) .
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starting at 10 o clock, you can come in anycxme yeu are cired h“a 50 P

°

.voad, ic was a steep mountain, Loo, and Lntlrery tob dangcrous,,espcc1nily

My only gripe is I had mayennaise
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Last night we had a slumber party and there were too damn strict! Thay
sat at the end of trhe hall like watch dogs. It was a bad scene. If you
wmade a noise they threatened us by telling us we would have to go back
Lo our owil rooms. :
The recreation was good. I liked the dances, but we could.hav~ stood to
have wore of thew. T liked rollar skating and the swimming party. I wish
we could have hade more movies, tvo, not.so many retarded movids, cither.
Sell ciparettes and film in the recreation room. -

N oo B

’

The staff wembers were really fantastie. I think they should have been
alltowed to date enrollees if they wanted- to without fear of losing their
jobs, Sowe of the staff members were rcally good friends, people you
conld trust and just sit down and talk to. They were always rair when
vou needed them:

fhis has been the best summer for me because I have learned a lot about
wysell and others. T know wmy tolevance level and wmy compatibility. T
Tnow L don't want to leave and if I can I will be back. This swummer has
even helped me find out where T am goiang in 1ife. T wmade a decision
about college and about. my occupation. '

" . — FERtad
’ All T can say now is thanks for the memories, may God bless and keep you
peace and love always and forever.

Signed,,

| / . : Susan Merkey

ERIC ~

PRI 7o Provided by ERIC
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‘The Crarrman. I think this program has had sufficient experimenta-
tion. I think the pilot phase is over, and we want to see this program
become a permanent part of our conservation etfort, not only the con-
servation of our great material resources, but our most important re-
source of all; that is, our young people.

I believe we made a good beginning, and 1 believe our purpose now
is to get the show on the road, and get a permanent program established
that will be an ongoing program.

I want to emphasize the strong support of this committee for the
YCC, and I am going to ask, because we have so many meetings going
on this afternoon, Senator Mark Hatfield of Oregon, who has been a
cosponsor of this bill from the very beginning, to preside! Senator
James McClure, who is from Idaho, who has likewise been 4 supporter
of this program first in the House and now in the Senate, to take over
after Senator Hatfield must depart.

So I will hope that you understand that we have a very heavy com-
mittee schedule, and our job is to make the record here and to get your
views.

And 1 want you to speak very candidly ; when you tell us how good it
is, tell us where it is bad. It cannot be all good. Now, if you can leave
out the usual gripes, which you get'in any organization whether it is
the Army or something else, if you can kind of shove that aside and
identify some areas where you think things are not quite what they
should be and could be better.

I want you to participate in this legislative process by identifying
those areas where improvements can be attained, so that the next group
coming in can avail themselves of these new opportunities thanks to
your input here as witnesses and participants in the process.

The first witness is Miss Dottie Perks, group leader of the Youth
Conservation Camp at Harper’s Ferry, W, Va., and a former YCC
member,

AA.ud, then, Mr. Jerry McGee, the youth leader from Fort McClellan,
la. :

I took basic training in World War IT at Fort McClellan, Ala. Is the

Talladegs National Forcst still there?

M. McGeE. Yes. :

The Cmatrman. Mr. Richard Hergenroeder or Mr. David House.
You are which?

Mr. HereENROEDER. I am Richard Hergenroeder.

The CrarMaN. And, are you David House ?

Mr. Housk. Yes. I ain David House,

The Cramaran. From Catoctin Mountain National Park, Md. And.
ll?g)ttie, yoware in charge. Is that vight? The girls take over—wormen’s

ib.

And I will turn the hearing over to Senator Hatfield, who will pre-
side, and, subsequently, Senator McClure. This is “Be Kind To Re-
publicans Week.” [Laughter.]

The Cramrnax. Lam afraid we are faced with an entire Repubiican
committee, but that just shows how much we have a special regard
for so:ne Republicans. [Laughter-.] -

Senator Harrrenn  [presiding]. Thank  you very much, M.
Chairman.

2 >
Full Tt Provided by ERIC.
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I think this is the only hearing going on on Capitol Hill today in

which there is any kindness being expressed toward Republicans.
[Laughter.]

Senator Flarrienb. We may not have as mueh television and the

‘news edia up here, Miss Perks and gentiemen, but I assure yon, as

Chairman Jackson has already stated, we have certainly some of the
most important legislative considerations to handle any place on the
Hill, and I not only associate myself with his very eloquent state-,
ment and the -views that he expressed, but I am very honored to have
this opportunity to hear from you; and Senator McClure and T are
very anxious to hear from yon, rather than for you to listen to us.

Consequently, you may proceed as you wish, and we will be happy
to hdve your statement printed in full in the record if you want to
handle it by extemporizing, or whatever.

STATEMENT OF DOTTIE PERKS, GROUP LEADER, YOUTH CONSER-
VATION CORPS CAMP, HARPER'S FERRY, W. VA.

Miss Perics. Senator Flatfield and distinguished members of the com-
mittee, first, I want to express my thanks for the opportunity to express
my feelings on the YCC. My.fellow employees have helped ne in
developing my opening statements.

As members of the Youth Conservation Corps, we have experienced
first-hand the values of the YCC. Therefove, we feel it is part of our
job to encourage its continuation and perpetuate its expansion.

Far too many young people are being denied the privilege of being
a Corps member, and we,; as enrollees, wish to commit ourselves to
more than an 8-week program.

* Consequently, we feel that the extension of the YCC to a year-
round, 12-month, program wonld be invalable. It would seem that
Senate bill 1871 conld lend itself to this purpose, and should be ex-
ercised to the fullest. This would offer more people the opportunity to
serve, while providing an cvengreater service to our sponsoring

_agencies.

The future of this Nation and the world rests with the young peo-
ple, and the YCC is the perfect instrument for edncating us i the
problems and the solntions. If the world is to survive the crises it now
faces, we must all join together. We see an internations? YCC as the
beginning of a solution. ) -

By developing a worldwide program, we conld literally expose
the whole Earth to the problems at hand, and iitiate a unified effort
in solving them and preventing others. - ,

The YCC, at present, time, has the flexibility to meet the demandse
of almost any need. This-s one area we hope will not be changed. Hope- *
fully, the program will be allowed the continued freedom of experi-
Inentation so that it does not become just another make-work program.

As we see it, the YCC can be the inswer to any question. We have
seen the change it has made in our lives and in the lives of others. We
have become aware of our 1'051)()11Sib@s/citize1)s of this Nation and
the world. : : L

We have learned to join hands, regardless of race, religion, sex and
age to work together.

All we need 1sa chance.

-
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Senator Harrenn., I‘}mnl\ you very much,

Now, do other members of the panel wish to lll.ll\(’ a statement at
tlnshme or to nke any comments?

STATEMENT OF RICHARD HERGENROEDER, MEMBER, YQOUTH
CONSERVATION CORPS, CATOCTIN MOUNTAIN NATIONAL PARK,
MD. '

Mr. Hercexgoerr. N¥Rexpericncees are more personal. 1 have been
involved in the Catoctin YCC for about -+ weeks now. It has proven
to be the most vaiuable experience in my lite.

Coming trom Baltimore, I have met and become good friends with
kids of various backgrounds. Catoctin’s extensive recreational activi-
ties, which are 1)l.mnod by the Corps members, have led us to sponsor
an athletic tournament, and some dunces with neighboring YCC
camps.

Besides having 1un. I have learned a lot as well, Pollution, ecology
and environment: these were just things T read about in nmgazines
and obseryed from the highway.

On our weekend trips, we have recorded experiments and tests of
the water and the watershed environment at Catoctin, in the Potomae
aud in Baltimore. We will present our concinsions on the contrasting
sites at one of our environmental symposiunis,

Aside Trom our personal involvement, we have had many speakers
relate 1o us the different aspects of the use, management and protec-

tion of our natur al resourees.

Then, of course. there is work. Although. it seeins to be a drag at
times, our jobs are quite worthwhile. Projects include spring repair,
trait and road maintenance, construction of Adirondack shv[tmb. the
lining of a 19th century s sawmill trail race, the stone, foot bridge-
bm‘l(lma and erosion control.

Some crews have already exceeded their wor l\ quotas set by them-
selves and the pavlstaft,

But thinking about our work is not all that bad. In dealing with
others on the job, I have tearned a lot about thein and myself a5 well,

1 could go on talking for hours, and so conld the staff members and
other Corps members.

YCC has proven to be a_meaningful experience for all of us at.
Catocting while at the same time it has benefited the park, our envirvon-
ment, and natural resources, and the general public as well,

Senator Harrienn, Thank you very much.

STATEMENT OF DAVID HOUSE, MEMBER, YOUTH CONSERVATION
CORPS, CATOCTIN MOUNTAIN NATIONAL PARK, MD.

Mr. House. Mine was more personal than Richai'd’s was.

1 am, this year, part of the Youth Conservation Corps operating ont
of Catoctin Mountain National Park. In the statcments and ideas that -
follow, 1 will express my views on YCC, and what I have learned
tlunu(rh the program so far this snmmer.
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In YCC, the program focuses on conservation and the preservation
of our natural resources in almost everything we do; work trips, ecol- .
ogy classés, and sometimes even recreation. The point is stressed to
preserve what we have now for the futwre generations to enjoy.

I, personally. have hecome so involved in trying to meet this goal
that I am sometimes too overconfident, and feel Iike taking on all of the
polluters in the world.

But 1 think that all of the objectives of YCC have been fulfilled,
or are close to being fulfilled in just the first 4 weeks that camp has
heen operating.

This is what makes YCC, in niy opinion, one of the greatest pro-
grams ever devised. It puts youth and adults together, striving to ful-
fll the objectives and purposes set up for thé YCC program,

The program stresses that we will or should develop self-discipline.
self-dignity, a way to relate better with peers and superiors, and to
huild lasting cultural and connnunication bridges among youth from
various backgrounds. . :

In other words, the corps member will learn to control his or her

-emotions, both physically and mentally, will learn oy has all ready
learned to set aside all prejudices,-wrong conclusions and hatreds he
or she may have. ’ -

By mentally blocking these ideas and by working and living with
my fellow corps members, I have overcome any moral blocks in my
life. When I overcame these moral blocks, 1 started to lead a more ful-
filling and pleasurable life at camp, at home, and in the world around -
me, I think if it were not for the YCC program. I would still probably
have these moval blocks. '

Also, the YCC program brings together people from both raral and
city areas. With this type of cultural mingling, I have obtained the
attitudes of two completely ditferent sets of people,

By uniting these two sets of people in a joint activity, such as YCC,
vou develop a whole new culture in itself, with morals and attitudes
being constrncted or destroyed ; and the life of a corps member and the
lives of the people around him or her will be inspired and become
meaningtul to their fullest extent. : ,

The past statement is what T believe to be factual and to hold true
to almost all corps members, boy or girl alike,

For the reasons stated, I beheve, and all corps members alike must
believe, that YCC is tha most meaningful and fulfilling experience a
vouth or adnlt could have during his or her entive lifetime, and will
probably help influence the lives of others,

Thank you.

Senator Harrmn. Thank you very much, My, House.

STATEMENT OF JERRY McGEE, YOUTH LEADER, YOUTH CON-
SERVATION CORPS CAMP, FORT McCLELLAN, ALA.

Mr. McGee. I would just like to say thanks to you, Senator Hatfield,
and Senator Jackson and all of these Senators for giving us, the young
people, a chance to say something, and I veally think that is the way
1t shonid he, :

My name is Jerry McGee, and I am from Talladega, Ala.
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I was fortunate enough to be able to return as a youth leader at
our_camp. This is my seventh year. I would like to give a general
picture of our camp. -

We do some of the lighter work that takes the load off the regular
TForest Service emiployees, such as building trails, planting trees, thin-
ning out young trees, cleaning up garbage, painting, building benches,
and planting grass; things like this, And we sort of enjoy the work
because it is not going down the drain; it is worthwhile. We believe

‘it is worthwhile.

Wegage very happy because we consider ourselves to be fortunate
becandéd we live—T guess we are the only ones who live on an Army
base. We live at Fort. McClellan, and we live in the barracks next to
the soldiers.

Tt isa coed camp this year; the girls live in one barracks, and the boys
in the other one. We eat dinner in the messhall. The soldiers—the
commander, T guess, has even made the theater and bowling alley,
the swimming pool and gymnasium available to us.

I think we will work better when we have something to look for-
ward to, and it keeps us in a happy mood, and_we can get more work
done. You can get more work done when you have something to look
forward to. '

The Navy furnishes buses for us to take trips on. They cven fur-
nished six foar-wheel-drive trucks for us, and I think the Army
has been doinga great job of helping us out.

T would like to say that owr camp directors and our counselors,
they are doing a great job. They are even giving us more say-so; like,
this year, they even tried to let us plan our education, some of it,
anyway. ‘

In our camp, we decided we would like to have two classes a week
and maybe a speaker, and maybe we would like to take a trip out to
some site in the forest. We submit this plan to the director, and he
tries to carry it out and make any changes he feels should be made.

In the forest. there is a dam. I do nof know how it happened—but
some of the best things can happen—we had our director get the man
who inspected the dam when it was being built.

He even got that man to come and show us the lines that were put in
after it was built, and the people in the Army actually furnished us a
generator, and they even showed us slides out there on the dam while
the sun was going down, Those are the kind of things that happened
to us. _-

1 could.go on and on about the marvelous things that have hap-
pened to me, but it would take such a long time. I really appreciate it.

Thank you. '

Senator Harrizrp, Thank you very.much.

I would like to observe that all of you have proven to be very articu-
late, not only in expressing your experiences or sharing expericnces,
but expressing conceptual views. And also you demonstrated a very
rare_commodity here on Capitel Hill. You have been very brief and
succinet. Thank you. I commend you for excellent testimony.

I would like to come back to you for a question or two, Mr. McGee.
Would you deseribe for us where you live, and the type of surrounding
i]n \\;}hic’h vou live. yowr usual day-to-day activities, what your life is
ike? :
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Mr. McGee. I live in the rural avea, and right out across from my
front yard T see a mountain. Tt is part of the Talladega National
Park, and T did not even know it was until I was in the Youth Con-
servation Corps.

Jt has a fire tower, and 1 did not even know why it was there until I
got up there; and I heard abont the Youth Censervation Corps
through my gnidance counselor at school.

Senator Harrrern, Iave yon any job plans or definite plans about
your future, and what you want to do as a career. ar the type of cur-
ricnlum or educational experience you wish to gain?

Mr. McGure. Yes. I really like it. The Weyerhaenser Wood Co., they

_gave some money.to Tuskegee Institute, and I applied for a seholar-

ship, and I was accepted at the end of Aungust.

The YCC had a great deal to do with my decision, beeause T really
enjoyéd the work, and I thought it was real wild. It is better than
working at something you do not helieve in.

You might just do work and—you do not want to go back to work
just. because you know yvou have to make a living. But this time you
know you want to @o back to work because you enjoy it.

Senatorr Flarriern. Would T be.acewrate in drawing a picture that
through this experience in YCC you were not only exposed to new
vistas and new dimensions, @nd out of this experience it helped to
formulate in your mind a future career, and that you are now hoping
to enter into a study program which will lead yon into the field of
natural resource management? Is this an aceurate picture?

Mr. McGr. Yes, sir. I had considered it before. but I really made
up my mind through the Youth Conservation Corps.

Senator Harrnemn, So, in effect. through the use of a few dollars in
this program, we have, in youn, a potential—as far as potential invest-
ment, someonce who is skilled and professionally traimed to enter into
the natural resource field, to really make a contribution to this Nation.
You are a tremendous return on a small investment,

Mzr. McGee Well, I do not know.

Senator Flarriern. That is a rhetorical gnestion,

{Laughter.] '

Senator TTarmeen. When you were describing this program, Miss
Perks, and how you were involved in it, if I missed it, would you tell
me of yvour initial contact: how did you become acquainted with this?

In other words, what is the communication technique that brought
all of you to'this program particularly 7 Was it adequately explained ?
Was it something that you had a thorough understanding of before
you were actually involved?

Miss Prrks. Well, T becnme involved in the program n its initial
year, and, to be quite frank with you, T came into itvnot knowing
exactly what it was. And. like all new progrims, in the very begin-
ning, we were faced with a lot of lofty ideals and monientous work
projects. : :

I would never have believed that we could have finished them, or
that our ideals would become a reality. T think we surprised a great
many people in what we actnally accomplished, and these ideals. soon
they becane just a part of your everyday life and your personal atti-
tudes and vour awareness. AAnd our program now. I think, is under-
stood a great deal more than it was before,
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Like my fellow witnesses, when you get YCC'ers together, you get
a continuous flow of feedback about the program. We were talkimg
fast. night abont the program in preparation for my visit here, and
some mess up in Salt Lake City: some people had not been getting
their paychecks. o

We talked about the idea that we never really associate onr pay-
checks with our job. This is something that is a personal commitment
to us. It 1s somethihng we can do and work at, and feel proud that we
have done i, ' :

And. the money that we get. small as it may be, really does not
have much to do with it. We really do not want a pay increase because
then it wonld become a money thing, and we really ‘do not want that.

[Langhter.] '

Senator Harrrern. I hope our staff is listening to you at this time.

Do you purport to represent. a unanimous viewpoint of your group ?
I think you have made’ your point very well. T think yon have cer-
tainly told ns in a sense, in a very few words you have-given ns a value
system that yon subscribe to.

Miss Prrgs. Yes, sir.

Senator Harriern, Mr. Hergenrocder, how did you find out about
the YCC? And, can you improve on the conmnunication of this pro-,
gramto interest people who are not aware or who have not responded ?

My, HrererzrorpER, In the past 2 years, at Catoctin, they took all
the kids frem Frederick County: that is, the connty surrounding the
park.

I am from the city, and this is the first year they took kids from
Baltimore City. So, the recruiting system there was very poor. I just
happened by chance to get into it. I heard about it last year, previous
to this summer, and I tried to get into it, but I was told that they were
only recruiting from Frederick County because they only had a Iimited
number.of openings.

‘So, it is an improvement, I would say. You really cannot publieize it
a whole Iot more unless you have a whole lot more openings for kids
to get into it, because, you know, they would be competing against each
other, which 1s not too good sometimes, ‘

Senator Hartrrern. Mr. House, would you estimate the number of
your friends or your acquaintances who would join this program if
they had enough openings? Could you give us sone kind of a ball
park figure of how many might want to become a part if this was well
communicated and if we had the openings?

Mr. Housi. T would say a good 95 percent of them. The kids I have
talked to, friends of mine, when I have gone home, they just jump
on me with questions and everything, “How is-it going,” and every-
thing. _

The way they tall, they are really interested in it, and I have even
had some start asking me, “Couldn’t T get in still ?” and I said, “No. It
is closed for the summer,” and I said, “Try again next year.”

Some of them did not know when recruiting was, and everything,
because our schools are a little backward, and it was not openly an-

“nounced that they were recruiting in that area, really. It just slid by,
like.

I was turned down last year beeause I was 15 days too young, and
% knew when it was coming up again this vear, so I was just ready

or it,

21-185 O - 73 -5 -
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Senator Harrierp. Thank you very much. _

I would like to turn the meeting over to Senator McClure for any
questions he might have at this time. y

Senator McCrure. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

I have been very much interested in your statements and responses
to the questions. I might just note that one of the first programs of
this nature was launched 12 years ago in my home State of Idaho.

I was in the State legislature at that time, and the program was a
success, although an experimental program at the time outset. That
experience led me to be a supporter of the program ever since. It has
been talked about here in Washington. I amn very much in favor of
1t.

I think what we are seeking now are some of your experiences in
aiding us in evaluating so we will know what to do in terms of con-
tinuation, modification, expansion.

I notice that each you has mentioned that vou heard about it, Did
you hear about it from friends, or did you read about it, or what
was your initial contact with the program?

Miss Peris. My initial contact was thvongh my guidance counselor
n my high school. T think that is where—our YCC has contracts
with the board of education, and our staff is furnished by the board
of education, and they kind of he]p us out with recruiting and with
our staff members. '

This kind of works out real well becausé during the school year,
they have close contact with the kids that will be involved; and
through them most of the enrollees find out.

A lot of it depends on their friends, also. You get somebody who
has a good thing, and it gets around. Then, people are seeking to find
out about the YCC.

Senator McCrore. When did you first hear of it ?

Mr. McGes. Through my guidance counselor at selool.

Senator McCrure. At that school ?

Mr. MoGEE. Yes. _

Senator McCrure. Both of you have been involved in it before, and
you are now leaders. Was last year your first experience? Were both
of you in the program last year? |

Mr. McGze. Last year was my first year,

Senator McCrure. How many weeks were you involved last year?

Mzr. McGee. Eight weeks. :

Miss Pergs. My first involvement came in the suminer of 1971. This
is my second year of staffing. In all 3 years, the program was 8 weeks
involvement. "

This year, Harper’s Ferry has something new in order to provide
a greater service to our national parks. We have the program spread
to 12 weeks; 30 envollees every 12 weeks.

So their season is Jonger than our 8 weeks. So, this way, it helps
them add a little more by having our enrollees coming in on a staggered
basis over a 12-week period. Each enrollee still has an 8-week experi-
ence, but the program extends over 13 weeks.

- Senator McCrure, Would you recommend a continuation of the
8-week period, or would you suggest maybe we could shorten .the
period and double the number of kids?

Miss Peris. I am in favor of a 12-month program.

[Laughter.] -

1
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!

Senator McCrure. If you cannot have that as-ideal, what is next
best ? : -

Miss Peris. [ would say an 8-week experience is most definitely
wood. .
 Senator McCLure. You would not favor shortening the period, 4
weeks for each individual ?

Miss Prruis. We have thought about this idea, and I would just
have to say T would have to see 1t before T would know.

Senator McCrunre. Jerry, do you have any ideas?

Mr. McGer, We have an 8-week program, and I think the 8 weeks
is just right because everybody has a chance to spend enough time
with everybody, to live with them, and to learn to Iike them, to work
with them. '

I have been working with my crew. We divided up into six eight-man
crews, and during these 8 weeks you work with them, and you live with
them, and it is just like o family. Ours is just right. 1 like it the way
it is.

Senator McCrure. Thank you very much. I have no fur-
ther questions.

Senator Hatrizro. At this time, I would like to have placed in the
record, without objection, i statement by Senator Frank Moss of Utah,
who is a supporter of this bill, and he has & statement to that effect.

[The prepared stateinent of Senator Moss follows:]

PrEparen STATEMENT oF HoN. FRANK E. Moss, A U.S. SENATOR FroM THE
STATE oF UTAl

|

Mr. Chairman, I am happy to appeuar before this committee in support of
8. 1871, a bill to expand and make peringtnent the Youth Conservation Corps.

I have had a personal and long standing interest in the Youth Conservation
Corps. One of the first bills that T co-sponsored when I came to the Sen.’}te was
a hill to establish the YCC. The bill was accepted by the Senate, but the House
rejected it. The following session, I again co-sponsored a Dbill to establish the
YCC, and I continued to do so until legislation was -finally enacted in the 9lst
Congress to establish this program. In 1971, as a niember of this committee, I
expressed support of expanding the YCC, and placed a- statement in the Record.

T have personally observed the benefits that result fromn the Youth Conserva-
tion Corps camps. The YCC has proven its worth. This is not a theoretical
program, ‘o its credit, it provides eduecation in conservation for our young people
and brings to them an awareness of the beauties of nature, while putting themn
to work conserving our natural resources and creating facilities for outdoor
recreation. Personal development of our young people results. And the nation
benefits from their work. Beeause of this, I have wholeheartedly supported
expansion of the program and strongly favor establishment of such-:a program
on a permanent basis.

Parents of children who have participated in this program are proud of the
accomplishments of their children. They arc proud to make public that their chil-
dren were involved in improving our natural resourcesl:for the enjoyment of
our citizens. Many parents have hecome aware of an appreciation for work by
their children as a result of participation in this program! The unique-experi-
onces of these young people that result from living in groups with individuals
from all segments of society have done much to develop understanding, responsi-
bility. and a willingness to perform a fair share of work.

Mr. Chairmun, becanse of the proven effectiveness of thisprogram. it should
be expanded and made permanent. As I have stated on numerous occasions, such
a program provides for the maintenance and development of our natural re-
sources. I strongly support this hill, and I urge prompt and favorable action by
the Committee.

Senator Harrirrn. Senator Haskell has just come in, 1 member of
our comntittee, from the State of Colorado. *
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Senator Taskell, we have been hearing from these young people
today about somoe of theiy experiences. They have also given us valuable
evaluations of the program, ‘

Senator Hasxrn., I would assnme. although T am late, T heard the
aquestion and the answer on 4 weeks versus 8 weeks, T wonld assuma
that + weeks is not really enough time to get into things,

Is that the reaction that you have: that'S weeks is probably short
enough, but at least people get into the swing? Would T he right in
assuming that?

Miss [Prris. Yes. sirv, T heliéve so. : .

Senator [Taskrpn, Because T know, as Senator Hatfield and Senator
McClire—I do not know about them. it programs have heen carvied
on in Colorado. It is liked in Colorado. not just from your viewpoint.
but by people who live in Colorado permanently.

Would you have any estimate. and mayvhe somcone else has an
estimate, wonld vou have any estimate of the percentages of people
who apply who are fortnnate enough to get in? In other words. there
are people who are standing in line to get in; that is what T am
getting at. .

Miss Prrrs, T think in our program we had over 100 applications.
and we are onlyr allowed to aceept 30. So, that leaves a lot of people
walting.

Senator Flaskkne. That leaves a lot of people standing in line. There
is another hill that we have before ns whieh seeks to increase the
numbers in the program.

Thank you. Mr. Chairman.

Senator Harrmin, Do any of you have any additional comments?
Miss Perks? o

Miss Purxs. Mr. Flaskell, in reference to vonr earlier statement
about the 8-week program, one of the objectives of the YCC is to
establish a cross-section of onr Nation’s yvouth, and this means that
our program involves people from our socinl backerounds.

I do not think 4 weeks is long enongh to get over that initial enl-
tural shoek i order to know cach other. which is one of the crucial
and eritical experiences of the YCC. learning to know people from
all walks of life.

Senator Hasxrr. Yes. Tsee what you mean: in addition to getting
used to the program, yon have to get nsed to the people you are with
since you do come from different environments, and this takes time.

Let me ask yon this. Why did von say vou would like to have u 12-
month program? Do vou like it so much youn wonld like to he doing
it for 12 months rather than school. or how do vou think it could
be useful?

Miss Purics. Siv, Tthink there i a definite need for it for onr sponsor-
ing agencies and for us, This is mv third vear. and T found that after
my 8 weeks T do not stop thinking YCC, My involvement extends
over the entire year. )

I would ke to make it more of a structured involvement, and T am
sure that my fellow Corps members back me np 100 percent on this.
It is like really getting excited about something, and having a great
big anticlimax for it to be over at the end of the summer.,

enator HasxrLL. Yes. I'see what you mean. Thank you.
Senator Harrierp. Do you sense a certain contagious spirit here?
Senator Hasgxir. I do. :
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Senator Harrrerp. Thank you very much for your testimony and
your leadership and your participation in the program, and to give us

-* this evidetice as to its worthiness.

ation. Thank you very tauch. :

At this time, we will call on the next panel. Mr. Jjames T. Clarke,
Assistant Secretary of the Interior, accompanied by Mr. Governor
Aker and Mr. Paul Vander Myde, the Depnty Assistant Seerétary for
Conservation, and Mr. Robert Jake.

I will now pass the gavel to Senator McClure of Idaho, and.excuse
myself for a meeting of the Appropriations Committee. |

Senator McCr.ure [presiding]. Will you please identify yourselves
in whatever order you would like to present your testimony? You may
suminarize it, or whatever you are prepared to do.

Mr. Crarke. Before proceeding, I would like to introduce the peo-
ple at the table. and then T have a statement which 1 would like to read
nto the record. ' \

T'o my left is Governor Aker, who is the Director of the Department
of Interior’s Office of Manpower Training and Youth Activities.

At my. right is Paul Vander-Myde, Deputy Assistant Secretary for
Conservation, Research and Education of the Department of Agri-
culture. = C

To his right, Mr. Robert Lake, Director of the Manpower and Youth
Conservation programs of the Forest Service.

STATEMENT OF HON. JAMES T. CiLARKE, ASSISTANT SECRETARY
OF THE INTERIOR; ACCOMPANIED BY GOVERNOR H. AKER; AND
. PAUL VANDER MYDE ) '

And, I would say, not being too optimistie, I hope for its continu-

Mr. Crarke. It is a privilege for ma to appenr hefore this distin-
cuished committee of the Senate to testify on S 1871; a bill to amend
the Youth Conservation Corps Act. of 1972, to authorize on a perma-
nent basis annual appropriations for $150 million for the Youth
Conservation Corps program. ‘ :

Mr. Chairman, as you%mow, this is the third year for the YCC pro-
gramn. This swinmer, we are jointly operating, with the Department of
Agriculture, 102 camps. These camps are accommodating over 3,500
young men and women from all the 50 States, the District of Colum-

ia, American Samoa, the Virgin Islands, and Puerto Rico. Most of
these camps are residential and coeducational. « . .

Mt Chairman, we are pleased with the progress of this program
during its first 2 years of operation. It has lieen successful in meet-
ing many of the objectives of the original legislation and while we
are continually attempting to improve the administration of the pro-
gram, we are pleased to be able to report that it has been, and continues
to be, a well-administered program.

The progress of the program to date relates directly to-the recogni-
tion by Congress, as implemented by the Departments of Agriculture
and Interior, that a well-planned and deliberate approach was neces-
sary in order to design and implement a cost-effective program.

Such an approach was also necessary to iron out tllle mevitable
administrative and operational problems which will occur in any new
program. :
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As you know, we did experience some difliculties in hnplementing
this programm during the first 2 years of its pilot operation. IHowever,
the evaluation results show that continual improventent jn the pro-
gram occurred in 1972, the second year of the program, from the
experience gained in 1971,

Frurther improvement as we mplement the recommendations of the
gurlicer evaluations is expected in this summer’s progran.

In spite of the progrcss of the program during the pust £ years, we
dv not recommend passage of this proposec legislation in its present
form. As you know, Public Law 42-597 authovized $60 million for
the YCC program for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1974. We believe
it is important to muintain fiscal flexibility in deternining the future
funding level for the program. :

We, therefore, recommend that further authorization levels be for
“such swns as may be necessary.’” However, if the committec feels
that this program shouid be continned at the current level of $60
million, the Department would have no objection,

Enactment of the legislation in its present form would be unwise
for fonr reasons.

First, despite the considerable capability and dedication of our staff
personnel, we could not expand the program from its current level of
funding to the level proposed without seriously diluting the program
quality and cnconntering serious administrative and operational
difficulties.

Senator Hasxrror: Could 1 interrupt you for just a moment for a
question ? 1 mnderstand this year you requested $10 million instead of
$60 million. You are now saying $60 million is acceptable to the
Department? ' -

Mr. Crarke. As the on-going authorization level. We would stand
by our budget request for next summer, which would be $10 million;
that would be n tripling of this year’s program—§7 million is the
Federal shave, $3 million would go to the States.

Senator Haskenn, I thought you just said you would support a
program at the $60 million level; but I guess 1 misunderstood you.
Am I correct?

Mr. Crarke. A continuation of the program at that anthorized level
would be sufficient, in our opinton, for the present time. For next sum-
mer, we would support &t $10 million funding level. '

Senator Haskrr., What was your vequest for thig year in--the
budget? ' ‘

Mr. Crarias $10 milion.

Senator Hasxrrnn, Yon requested $10 million but you now say you
could use $60 million. Isthat vight?

Mr. Crarxe. Not for next year: no, siv. We would be prepared after
that, depending upon the funding that would be finally approved, to
expand beyond the $10 million.

Senator Haskrnn, You have got me thovoughly confused, and maybe
it is my faunlt, But 1 understood the adnumstration’s request for the
program, for the fiscal yeav that we now happen to be in, was $10
million, . '

My, Cranxr. That is correct. _ ' :

Senator Haskenn. And then I thonght I just heard you say that yon
conld use $60 million, .
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Mr. Crarke. Not for next year; no, sir.

Senator HasweLn, You could not. Proceed.

Mr. Crarke, As a result, we would run the rvisk of failing to meet
the hopes and expectations of this act as well as o own personal
standards of excellence, L

From the standpoint of fiseal integrity, we also believe that im-
mediate expansion ot the program to the level proposed is unwise.

s vou well know. we are experiencing in every program area of
the budget severe fiscal constraints. The inflationary pressures of the
cconomy together with the limited financial resources at our disposal
dictate that we nmst exeveise fiscal restvaint.

We eannot, therefore, support any spending authovization which
does not take into account the overall ceiling on our financial re-
SOUTCCS,

Senator Haskrnr, Againe let me intevrupt. Mr, Secretary. T keep
hearing abont fiscal restraint, and Tam all {or fiseal vestraint, But we
have a program that has apparently been a great success. and it seems
to me, when you have youth involved, and the program cuts across
socio-economic lines, which the youngsters, themselves, like, which the
citizens in the communities like, this is not the place to talk about
fiscal restraint. : :

So, I am particularly interested in hearing what you think you can
productively spend—I do not think you could call them stuclents—
but for participants in the program you think you could productively
carry on, That is what T am mterested 1. .

Fiseal vestraint is fine. but when you have got a program that is
meaningtul and has the backing not only of the participants but also
the local citizenry—I get awfully tived'of this fiscal restraint,

So, please address yourself, if you would, to what level can you
efliciently carry on the program? .

Mr. Cragke. Senator. we are gaining more experience every yvear.
Next year, we believe tripling the size of the program is a level of
cffort that is commensurate with our known eapahbilities right now.

Bevond that level, we would consider next year's experience and the
completion of this year's experience as the basis for our budget. sub-
mission. Under no cirenmstances do we believe right now we could
operationally maintain the same quality program above the current
anthorization level, $60 million. We have no basis for going beyond it
at the monient. _ :

Senator TTaskern. Finish with your prepared statement, and then
we will have questions later.

Mr. Cranie. The third reason why we are concerned with the pro-
posed legistation is that it would provide for a permanent. grant pro-
gram for State projeets. Tu the fiseal vear 1974 program. funds will be
available tor State grants on a pilot basis. That is next summer.

As vou know, as vet. we have no experience with State grant pro-
erams. This new aspect deserves the same eareful study and develop-
ment as was provided in the original, pilot YCC program.

Accordingly, we recommend that this State grant program not be
made permanent at this time as contemplated in S. 1871, but. rather,
be continned for the moment on a pilot basis. ' .

Lastly. we believe it is incumbent on us to continually evaluate the
program’s effectiveness and our capability for delivery,
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_Some of the questions which we believe merit continning examina-
flon and consideration T might footnote this remark by saving we need
to continne to examine onr ecapability for maintaining au effective
program, :

The things we expect. to continue to look at include: (1) the long-
term effects on the knowledge, attitude. and behavier of the partici-
pants: (2) the most effective kinds, size, and length of eamps; (3)
the comparative effectiveness of the various educational aspects of
YCC: (4) the best way to assure effective approaches to the educa-
tional parts of the program: (i) salary level that is appropriate for
the participants: (6) ways in which work done by YCC partieipants
can be directed toward the highest priority needs of the agencies:
and, (7) the costs of YCC work if obtained by customary means.

Tn our program. to date. wo have lenrned through the University
of Michigan evalnation and other monitoring devices that the benefits
which these yonths have gained from the program have heen worth-
while. v

Learning to five with other young people representing all walks of
life and all cconomic and racial backeronuds, discovering what it
means to do o dax’s work for a day’s pay. as well as being involved
with the problems which face the Nation’s enviromment are oxperi-
ences that can provide these yvonng people with a new respeet for our
natural heritage and an awareness of theiv responsibilities as citizens
of the Thnited States. _

The Tniversity of Michioan report of the 1972 program pointed
out that the environmental knowledge of Corps inembers in each grade
level increased approximately to the levels of Corps members 1 year
tthead of them. :

The report conclndes, hased on these and other findings. that the
learning of Corps members was equivalent to one acndemic vear in a
normal school setting. This indicates that voung people can learn
while doing, aud this learning may be veinfor~2d by a healthfnl out-
door atimoesphere and good. old, honest hard work.

Mr. Chairman, the Department of the Interior firmly believes in
the need to conserve, preserve, and maintain our vast natural re-
sources and to protect our environment for the future of our voung
citizens.

Senate bill 1871 should. therefore. he geared to coincide with the
capabilities of the Departments to develop an orderly program con-
sistent with the fiscal realities which we face,

We believe that a gradnal development will enable us to maintain
the quality of the program throngh continued evaluation. We feel
that1f we go too far. too fast.many of these goals may be lost.

Thank yor. Mr. Chairman.

Senator McCrore. Mr. Clarke, we have a roileall in progress on
the floor of the Senate, and Senator Haskell and T will have to go and
vote.

We would like to return, if the panel inembers ean remain, and hear
the others.

My, Cramcr. We will be pleased to do so.

Senator McCrore. The committee will stand in recess.

[A recess was taken.]
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Mr. Vergrer. Ladies and gentlemen, I am staft director of the com-
mittee, Jerry Verkler, ; .

The Senators are still tied up en the floor of the Senate, and we are
hopeful they will be able to get back here in order to conclude the
hearing.,

But, in order not to inconvenience vou people who have to catch
buses. and so forth. we have decided to go ahead and finish the state-
ments of the administration witnesses. '

The chairman made refevence to “This is Be Kind to Republicans
Week.” and we will have “Be Kind to Staff Day,” and let the staff
proceed, and we have Mr. Denny Miller of Senator Jackson's office,
and Mr. Dong Smith from Senator McClure’s staff.

We have conclnded the formal statement of Assistant Secretary
Clarke. Do any of other gentleman have formal statements?

My, Vaxper Mype. Panl Vander Myde is my name.

Mr, VerkLER. Proceed.

Mr. Vaxper Mypr. I would like to further introduce the zentle-

man on my right, who is Mr. Robert T.ake, who is Director of our
manpower and vouth conservation programs of the U.S. Forest Serv-
ice, who has had the overall responsibility fov directing the U.S.
Forest Service’s share of the program.

STATEMENT OF PAUL VANDER MYDE, DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRE-
TARY FOR CONSERVATION, RESEARCH, AND EDUCATION, US.
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE; ACCOMPANIED BY ROBERT
LAKE

My, Vavorr Mypr, Mr. Chairman and members of the commiittee,
we appreciate this opportunity to participate in the consideration of
legislation to expand the Youth Conservation Corps, a program which
this Departiment jointly administers with the Department of the
Interior,

As vou know, this summer, we are completing the third and final

vear of the YOO pilot program. authorized by Public Law 91-378, At

this moment. some 3.500 young men and women, representing all socio-
economic levels and races. arve engaged in conservation work-learning
projects teross the country at 102 YCC camps.

Approximately 1,800 of these Corps members are in Forest Service-
administered camps. This brings the total emplovment figure for the
3-vear pilot program to 9.771 yvouths.

The Department of Agrienltnre is pleased with the development
and results of the YCOC pilot program. In the first 2 vears, $4,464.000
worth of high-priority conservation work has been accomplished on
Federal lands, . .

This means that for every dollar spent on the program, approxi-
mately T0 cents was vetirned to the Government in the form of con-
servation works and improvements on the pnblic lands.

But the program has not been valuable only in terms of work ac-
complished. Tndependent analysis of the YCC program by the Uni-
versity of Michigan concluded that in 197:2 Corps members made gains
in environmental knowledge approximately equal to a full yemr of
high school. :

21-186 O » 73 - 6 -

-



Q

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

38

We believe these accomplishments of the YCC pilot program are
the result of working at manageable program levels, and that the
experience gained through the pilot program provides us a sound and
orderly base for the 1974 program.

While initial results of the pilot program are positive and en-
couraging, these vesults do not sufliciently support the need for a
;_rre:ltl'_:v expanded YCC program. Research by the Institute of Social
Research of the University of Aichigan indicates that more evalnation
is needed before a comprehensive, full-scale YCC effort is considered.

For example. in its cvaluation of the 1972 Youth Conservation
Corps. the university recommended that further research be con-
ducted on the length of camps, the residential nature and size of camps.
the long-range impact on the value of the program for Corps members,
and the spectal needs of Ameriecan Indian and black youth which are
not being met by the YCC program. ‘

The report also indicated that the edueational aspect of the program
needs additional administrative attention to assure that it is offering
a tully integrated work-learning experience.

Also, in the fiscal year 1974 program, funds will be available for a
State grant pilot program. This is a new aspect. of the YCC program
which deserves the same careful study and development as that pro-
vided the pilot Youth Conservation Corps program.

In conclusion, this Department does not recommend the enactment
of 3. 1871 in its present form. The $150 million annual appropriation
authorization which is proposed in S. 1871 far exceeds the capabilities
of the Departments of Agriculture and Interior to responsibly and
effectively administer the Youth Conservation Corps program.

It is 6. . opinion, based on experience to date, that the most effective
approach to an expanded YCC would be a gradual development of
the program coupled with continued evaluation. To dramatically in-
crease the level of funding could seriously dilute program quality
and produce numerous administrative and-operational difficulties.

As you know, Public Law 92-597 authorized $60 million for the
Youth Conservation Corps for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1974, In
determining future program levels, we believe it is most desirable to
maintain adequate flexibility for funding YCC.

Therefore. we recommend that futnve anthorization levels be for
“such sums as may be necessary.” However, if the committee feels
that this program should be continued at the current level of $60 mil-
lion, the Department of Agriculture would have no objection.

This concludes my prepared statement. I will be pleased to answer
any questions you may have at this time.

Mr. Vererer. Do the agencies have any kind of understanding or
commitment in the Office of Management and Budget as to how they
feel about the permanency of the program. even if we cut down the
authorization of the $60 million that was authorized thvough the end
of this year; that is, an anthorization that you requested and received
approval for $10 million for this year. ,

So, obviously, that is one-sixth of what you were provided, accord-
ing tn your testimdny. So, $150 million you feel is out of the question.

What kind of a level are you prepared to support—No. 1, are you in
favor of the permanent. programm; and, No. 2, at which levels are we
actually talking about. '
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r. CLaxge. I believe the results of the pilot program, for the past
3 yef\rs have met the expectations of the legislation. On that basis we
believe the continnation of the program, as we presently understand it,
is appropriate.

I think the basic quhm\ which wu.."' mmst.fuce jg xt what level of
effort in the ensuing yvears ean we: (1) oper ationally accommodate;
and (2) financially atford?

Now, the oper ational aspects of it we have testified pre eviously. We
are in a position to gear up the program over a period of time. We
have looked at various planming levels, what we would be able to ac-
complish. A lot of it is subjective judgment. We believe we could make

- the program grow.

At the same time. the budgetary process, as you well know, is an an-
nual event. We are now in the middle of the 1975 fiseal yen budget
process. The Departments of Tnterior and Agrienlture have not vet
met to formulate their budgets with respect to this program; in fact,
that would be premature since we have.no authorization for fiscal
1975,

At the point at which we have an authorization level, we would then
include that in our budgetary considerations, and that budget sub-
mission. a joint submission of owr two Departnents, would ‘then go
into the administration’s budget process. and the funding level wonld
be the result of that process.

Mr, Verkrer. No. 1, the administration does feel this has been a sue-
cesstul program. a g@ood investment in hoth natural resources and
human resources, and vou agree with the Chairman and those who
mtroduced the bill that T think this committee strongly supports,
that there should be a permanent program?

Mr. Crarkn. Maybe its semanties, Mr. Verkler—TI am not a legisla-
tive expert, but we arve led to believe we have a permanent. program
by virtue of Publiec Law 92-397. which did. in fact. establish within
owr two Departmeats. Agricultine and Intevior, 8 Youth Conserva-
tion Corps.

The open question is a level of funding: So, by virtue of the Presi-
dent’s signature on that legislation, and onr interpretation of the act
under which we are operating, we helieve we have a permanent
program,

Mr. Mizier. T am Denny Miller from Senator Jackson’s personal
office.

One of the things T wonld like to clarify at this point—is that under
Public Law 92-597. which is the existing Youth Conservation Corps
Act. as amended. the anthorization for that program expires, which
is why we are here today.

But T have a couple of questions T would like to follow up on, that
Senator Haskell began, and actnally Senator Jackson asked that we
ask in his absence. T would like to address this to Secretary Clarke.

Mr, Seerctary, you have indicated you prefer the financial authorlzm-
tion under this fegislation be changed from $150 million to “such
sums as ave necessary.” Does this infor that you wonld support a pro-
gram to at least the $60 million level. as contained i in the public Taw?

Mr., Crarwe. Arve you t'ﬂl\m" from the point of view of the Depart-
ment or the administration’s budrrot submission ?
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My, Minrer. At this point, what you have indicated in your report
on the bill, you would not oppose enactment of this legislation at the
present. authorizing level ?

Mr. Cranie. That i is right.

M. MLk, So, yoit are saying, vou w ould suppmttho anthorization
at that level ?

M. Crarie, That is correct.

My, Miurer H the Congress were to anthorize thé level you propose:
that. is. the $60 million. w ould the [e ‘partinent request that full author-
ization in fiscal 19757

Mr, Crarxx. Let me answer from two viewpoints: one, from an
operational st.m(lpmnt we probably wonld pick somewhere in between
the present level and $6 million. Presently, we have been looking at
$40 million in a pl.mnm«r mode.

There are several considerations that the committee onght to be
aware of in gearing np the program. Fivst, since it is plesontl\ con-
ceived .1&.(mly part of the year. it meaus that we do not have permanent
stafl to run the camps. we cannot afford constrnetion costs for perma-
nent facilities.

So, while we are complaining. the fact is, in order to expand the
program, we must provide for additional housing accommodations. we
must. ])10\1(10 for the tools and supplies that are needed, we have
to train the leaders. and we have got to provide transport: ition,

If you look at the Michigan evaluation, you will discover a very
high correlation between the satisf; 1ction th.lt individual corps mem-
bers had and theiv subsequent learning experience.

If you look further, you will discover that the cause for dissatisfac-
tion were such things as poorly trained leaders, having to wait for sup-
plies; the kind of administrative problems that a “l(‘.ltl\ expanded
program conld produce.

We tried to look at this vealistically, and we believe that. opera-
tionally. we could sustain perhaps in 1975 a program of around $40
million, ‘

Now, in terms: of the bndget submission, we do not have at the
moment, either a (ILp.utnmntll or an administration position. We
have not formulated our 1975 budget.

I ean say. as program manager, that there is not anyone in the De-
partment of the Interior who does not believe they deserve more money
for their program, and that is the env n(mm('nt that this program will
be confronted with.

Mr. Mirrrr, Let me ask one more guestion. Senator Jackson asked
me to get this for the record, and that is, what youv Clp.l[)llltlLS would
be for expending funds in Fiscal 1975; your request in 1974 is $10
million, But for fiscal 1974 we would appreciate for the record a list
of capabilities.

And let me ask one more question, if T might, The report which I
have seen from the University of Michigan indicates that approxi-
mately 70 cents on the doHar was returned to the Federal Government
in improvements in natural resources,

- Based on that study, an appropriation of 60 million really means
an expenditure by the Federal Government of $18 million: In othm-
words, T2 percent of $42 million would be xvtmnod to the Federa
(iov umnen’r from th.xt $60 million.
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. Crarkr, There is also another way to look at that. Mr. Miller.

H. m L](,l—-.l]]d the program does haye its values. We are very proud

ot what the Departiments have done in the past. But, at the same tune,

- . wo do net believe our igdividual bureaus would be willing i the mo-

) ment to reduce their appropriation levels by the 70 cents or the equiva-

fent of 70 ¢ents to be replaced by this funding. And it is that kind of
an appropr iation budgetary conilict that we have,

S0, T agree with ¥ou, in terms of value receivetl, the program has
rlom(mstl ated that it docs return benefits to the natural enyiromment
in terms of the capital investment of owr respective bureans,

At the same time, there has been no evidence that these bureans are
willing to rednce their expenditures to compensate for cost to the
progran.

Mr. Muner. All T am trying to establish, then, is that the actual
cost to the Federal Government, funded at $60 million, beeanse of the
return on that investment, wonld only be $18 million. Is that correct?

Mr, Cranke. T think that is 70 pcrcent‘.

Mr. M. All right.

My, Sy T am ])mw Smith, on the staff of Senator McClure.

I wonld like to address this to Mr. Vander Myde. The panel has
touched on some of the difliculties that yon envision in drastically ex-
panding this program,

Alnd, previously. we heard the testimony ot the youth who thor-
oughly endorse the program, and they wish it could be made available
to more of their colleagues in the schools.

In view of the situation in the Department of Agriculture, for ex-
ample. it has been noted by the testimony that there are at least 3 mil-
lion acres of forest land that could be planted and contribute to the
timber needs of our country. In view of this do you not feel that a
seasonally managed program for young people, that this would not be
a worthwhile pr O]ect to work on? -

I was interested in the comment just made, of the difficulty with
the budget in reducing items cither in Interior or Agricultnre. It
seems to me, it might be a fair statement to say mstcad of reducing
the hudget Dy A«rl tculture, who complains thev do not have enoutrh
money at different imes to accomplish all of the things it wonld like
to aceomplish, why not keep the budget at the same level and supple-
ment it with the tremendons and willing work force that seems to be
available for the job that needs to be done of upgrading our timber
lands, with the need that is expressed for the additional serviees?

That is not quite a question, but possibly von could address yourself
to that.

My, Vaxman Mypr, Mr. Smith, T believe your Scenator has a very
good pomt. and it is one m which T think work has all ready been
accomplished. In looking at the statistics that are available to me,
siimmarizing the work 1ccomphshmonts for the summer of 1972, there
was approximately 517 acres of land which was given soil erosion
control treatiment. and tree planting amounted to 501 acres.
™~ And we can go on down the line in terms of accomplishments of

this type such as timber stand imiprovement on 1,517 acres. So. I think
it is a point that it is all ready receiving attention,

Mr. Sarrrin. Applying that to the several million acres of land that
do need work, the program certainly does not lack for the availability.

,—l
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Mr. Vaxorr Mype. That is true. ‘

Mr. Sarrrn. You say you think part of the problem is in terms of
meeting the need, of enthusiasm of those who would like the avail-
ability of this program. is the necessary personnel to administer it on
t}xe field level. Ts that part of the problem you are having regarding
this,

Mr. Vanper Myoe. Yes, Part of the problems we face and, that My,
Clarke has touched on are with respect to stafl, the availability of
facilities. the tools, supplies to work with, and transportation, I think
all of these are factors to be considered.

Mr. Syrrri. Having .worked some 25 vears ago in sueh a program.
T do not reeall that T felt. as a yonth. being disappointed that there
was not a first-class place to have over my head. '

In other words, Tam wondering what is the level that is anticipated
in terms of housing that these people need to attend camp, Is it a tent
camp. ora permanent strneture, or what?

Mr. Vasoer Mybe. Let me have Mr, Lake respond to that.

_ Mr. Laxe. The needs of the yonth are being met through temporary
facilities, such as tent eamps. or through rehabilitation of some exist-
g facilities to make them snitable for Youth Conservation Corps
projects. '

Of course. along with that you have to have proper sewage facilities.
proper mess facilities, and these have to be considered.

Mbr. Sarrrir, T these facilities could be made available through this
additional funding as part of the bill. do you feel this conld escalate
beybnd your capabilities? T do not know whether ot not it would be
fair to assume. if the additional money were made available for the
accelerated planning process, that these things might fit into place at
some not too distant time. The youth, who are really the beneficiaries of
the program. and who also contribute so mneh. to the Tand in terms of
improvement : that these things could all go hand in hand. and the
vouth wonld henefit by the expanded program. and also the land wonld
be that much more improved. .

Mr. Axer. What you say is true. T also want you to consider the fact
that we are in a short, summertime program at the present time. and
to escalate to the level of the authorization of the present bill, as indi-
cated, would be rather difficult for us to put all of this together in such
atime that we conld still administer a quality program.

Now, we would like, or ourexperience to date has indicated we need,
small, manageable camps. We have found throngh considerable ex-
perimentation that about a 50-man camp is adequate to keep it all
together, : -

Now, if we go into large administrative complexes, T am afraid we
would lose an awful lot of what we have gained so far as far as the
program, itself, is concerned, and the satisfaction that is attached to
those programs for the participants in those programs.

Mr. Minier, T have a couple more questions. again, sir, that Senator
Jackson asked me to bring 1ip. T would like to say that the reason I
brought up this total expenditure question is because there is a perfect.
example going on right now at the C, & O. Canal, where the Youth
Corps enrollees are working to improve certain parts of the canal, that
you would not be working on otherwise because there is no money
in the budget.
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So, really what you are spending, the maximum, is 80 cents on the
dollar to get work done which w mﬂd not he (lom' otherwise. So. that
is one of the points I was trying to malke.

I would like to ask this of Seeretary Clarke. I noted in the report
that you recommended the State arant part of this legislation be on a
pilot rather than a permanent basis.

Is it not true that many of the States already have smaller natural
resources youth conservation programs funded entirvely by the States,
and that they have the necessary e\perionce to. qualify under this
cost-sharing prowmm,as provided in S. 1871

M. Crarxz. I am advised there are prom*\ms in the various States.
In fact, several of the States do have mechanisms for putting such a
])lO"’]“lm into existence.

At the saine time, the Departments of Interior and Agriculture have
no experience in that program. and while there is wre‘lt enthusiasm in
the States because it does represent additional potentml moneys for
the conduct of these programs, we Would like to proceed in an orderly,
cautious way. ~

If the program program proves ltS merit, we would fully intend
to support its continuation at that time.

Myr. Micuer. Based upon that answer and the qualifications of the
States, is it not also true that a recent survey of all the State agencies
showed that they had the necessary fimding and the interest %o put
180,000 young people to work under the State cost- -sharing program
cach summer if Federal matching funds were available.

Mr. Cuarke. Which report are you referying to?

Mr. Mitzer. A study that was done 1(t‘n.1lh by contacting the Gov-
ernors’ representatives on youth progfams, youth and manpower pro-
grams, I believe, of 1971.

Mr. Axer. Yes. That is trie. The Governors did indicate that they
would like to participate in the program. They are very interested in
it. But theydid not say they had the money available for matching
Federal funds for the Youth Conservation Corps at the time.

T am sure they are waiting for our gnidelines. which will be out
directly, as soon as we can get them cleared through hoth Departments
for State participation in the grant program.

“Mr. Mrurer. Do yon have any estimate at this time, based on your
work relationships with the States, as to what their capability might
be. a 50-t0450 or 80-to-20 postnre?

Mr. Axur. Right at this time, Denny, we only h.n‘o—for instance,
our Arizona contact said they would like to lm\o 3,500 slots, or the
equivalent thereof, as far as the money is concerned.

Ohio has contacted ns, and said they would run a considerably:

Iaraer program. As far as all the St ates are concerned, we have very
little to report on, except that oy initiai contacts dicated they were
interested: ves.

They did not put a ﬁrrmo forward. but they were relating to the
number of kids they felt wonld be interested in the program, rather
than that which counld be funded at that time.

Mr. Mmier. A letter just went out from Senator Jackson earlier
this week to all 30 Governors, asking for a reassessment of their capa-
hilitv in terms of hoth manpower and funding under the Federal cost-
sharing program.

R}
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Mr. Verkrer. Is it your position, basically. just as the YCC pro-
gram started out as a pilot program, that this phase should be workecl
n by starting it out as « pilot program?

Mr. Crarxe. That is correct.

My, Verkrer, 1 do not think there is any donbt about the commit-
ment of the committee to this program. We ave pleased that the De-
partments feel it is making a worthwhile contribution.

For the benefit of the young people who are in the audience, this
is not intended to be n civies lesson. hut T Eave been with the staff now
for several years, and T can remember 5 or 6 years ago, back i the
room here-that is now a library, when Senator Jackson first spelled
out his goals in bringing this program bhefore the committee for the
very first time. .

So, what. we have witnessed over the years is an iden from its very
conception to a program we think is very much in the public interest.
and in the interest of the resources and the people, the young people.

We are confident at the staff level and the committee level they
are going to move on this very quickly, probably as soon as the com-
]mit-tec-. returns from the August recess we will begin marking up this
hill.

We will leave the record open for 2 weeks for submissions if anyone
wants to submit any additional information. and if the Departments
have any additional information they want to submit. we will he glad
to have it. o

Anything else? :

Mr. Sarrrrr. One question. In view of the panel bringing up the
problems that they see in funding or managing in additional funding,
I think it would be helpful if they could add to the record some sug-
gestions for what wonld be needed to be done to manage a fully funded
program, and to tuke cave of the demand that has been exhibited by
the young people to have such a program, ’

I think that might be helpful in view of answering their own ques-
tion that they have raised. . .

Mr. Verirer. That would be helpful to have, and particularly if
we conld have it before the 1st of September-.

Mr. Crarice. We will forward that to the committee.

[]The material referred to above appears in the appendix on pp. 46—
G6. .

Mr. Verkrer. The hearving is recessed, subject to recal] of the Chair.

[ Whereupon, at 4:20 p.an.. the hearing was recessed, subject to the
call of the Chair.] :
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lDealr Mr. Chairman:

At the hearing on S, 1871, a bill tc expand and make permanent
the Youth Censervaticn Corps, witnesses frcm the Departments
of Agriculture and the Interior were zsked to make available

to the Committee additional information on cur capability to
evpand the Ycuth Conzervaticn Corps wroyram in Fiscal Year
1875 and to provide scme sugyestions cn whai would be nesded
tc manage a fully funded program.

A joint response from the Degartments of Agriculture and the
Interior is enclosed for inclusion in the record.

Sincerely yours,

Oﬁa O LTl GZ ) frr—

4°t1/mp€ecretary of the Interior - Secretary of AgricultLéeJ

O
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Hon. Henry M. Jackson

Chairman, Interior and Insulzar
Affairs Committee

United States Senate

Washington, D. C. 20810

-7 _..Enclosure
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QUESTION: Suggestions for what would be needed to manage a fully
funded program of $150 million. .

ANSWER: An immediate expansion to a $150 million annual appropriation

would place a severe strain on the Departments' present resources to

effectively and efficiently operate the YCC program. 1In order to

manage a program at this level of funding .the Departments would require

additional support in the following areas:

l. Facilities - Residential camps provide the greatest opportunity

for well-balanced and meaningful experiences in work/learning/living

programs. A YCC program at a $150 million annual appropriatipn would

require approximately 2,000 camps for the Federal portion of the program.

Present residential facilities are limited, therefore, there would be a

need to invest in new facilities or to upgrade existing facilities to

meet acceptable standards. While this investment could be minimized by

. the use of tent camps, the expense of sanitation facilities, particularly

for co-educational camps, would be a restricting factor. There would
also be a need to make maximum use of the residential facilities of
institutions or highur learning or public schools, especially those
which are located in close proximity to Federal or State lauds.

2, Equipment - Securing adequate fleet equipment at reasonable cost
is one of the most serious needs in the YCC program. Extensive efforts
are required to obtain vehicles for the program. Sources checked have
been agency fleets, GSA, military (including National Guard and Reserve
Units) local school systems, and rental or lease sources.

We have been able in some cases to obtain logistical support, i. e.,
vehicles, hand tools, hard hats, gloves, tents, etc., from the Department
of Defense and other agencies. However, in a greatly expanded program,
the amount of logistical support we would need would require an agreement
with DOD and other supply agencies to commit such support on a timely
basis. The cost of obtaining these suppliés and materials from other
sources and maintaining them for future use would be prohibitive for an
eight week program. C

3. Staffing - The larger the program becomes, the greater the demand

for well qualified staff. At the $150 million funding level, there would
be a need to identify additional sources from which to select qualified
staff with the capability to effectively work with young people and meet
the requirements of the program.

Additionally, this funding level would require a greatly expanded staff
training program. In order to train the number of staff necessary, we
would nced a traininz cadre with the capability to train camp staff in
a relatively short period of time. - -
1n preparing for the 1973 program, we utilized staff members with YCC
camp experience to train new staff. All indications are that this
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_training was most effective. A gradual increase In program expansion

would allow us to acquire a training cadre from staff who have had
field experience.

4, Impact on existing work force - Full time technical assistance and
gupervision from the Departments is required to plan, coordinate, and
conduct work projects to meet program standards and requirements. The
necessary diversion to YCC of regular or|permanent work force Ppersonnel
will have a major impact on the agenciesi For a $150 million funding
level, we estimate a need for 5,000 regular work force personnel to
provide support on a full time basis during the 8 weeks of YCC operations.
The agencies would need time to fill the void created by the assignment
of regular personnel whose efforts would be redirected to provide this
techrical support for the YCC program.

The Departments feel that a gradual program expansion would provide the
lead time needed to gear the work project renuirements to the demands
on agency permanent personnel. J
5. Diluting program quality - The Departments feel that working at
manageable levels in the pilot program has contributed to the successful
accomplishments of YCC. The experience gained to date provides a solid
base for the 1974 program. There is a possibility that we may dilute
the quality of the program, if we expand too rapidly to a $150 million
funding level. We feel that the most effective approach is to continue
to expand and evaluate within the capabilities of the Departments. We
are especially interested in continuing with small, personalized camps
or projects to maintain the present character of the YCC. The desira-
bility of smaller camps is made repeatedly by both corps members and
staff participants,
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QUESTION: What is your capability for program expansion in FY 1975?

ANSWER: The Department of the Interior and the Department of
Agriculture will make every effort to meet the mandates ~f (r.gress at
whatever level of funding is authorized for the YCC program. In respdnse
to previous requests from the Congress for information concerning expan-
sion capabilities, the Departments conducted a field survey which ident-
ified a capacity to accommodate  approximately 21,000 youth on 550 projects
on Federal lands. The survey includes cdmp locations, facilities which
could be rehabilitated at a modest, cost for co-educational residential
programs or tent camp construction, work project identifiecation, and the ’
capability of the agencies to provide technical support.

This capability assumes financing of approximately $30 million for the
Federal portion of the program, the availability of adequate personnel
ceilings, and receipt of funds at least six months in advance of camp
opening to provide sufficient time to prepare new camps. At the $30
million level, a total appropriation of $43 million would be needed to
fully fund the Federal and State portions of the program. Assuming an
average cost of $1500 per youth, and the States operate their portion of
the program on the basis of a 50-50 matching grant, the State programs
could accommodate 15,66? youth. Therefore, a $43 million program would
provide YCC opportunities to 37,030 youth. (Attachment 1 summarizes
this analysis).

The Departments have also developed tentative distributions of YCC slots
and grants by State at higher funding levels. These projections are
based solely on the teenage population and amount of Federal land in
each State., No field surveys have been conducted to identify specific
camp locations, nor has the cost of developing thé camp sites to a
satisfactory quality level been determined. In addition, we have con-
ducted surveys to determine the availability of meaningful work projects
for the YCC participants., Attachments 2 and 3 describe the amount and
kinds of work projects available on lands under the jurisdiction of the
Department of the Iaterior and the Forest Service, USDA, for YCC parti-
cipation.
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ATTACHMENT 1

INTERIOR-AGRICULTURE CAPABILITY FOR AN EXPANDED PROGRAM

The Department of the Interior and the Forest Service, USDA, have identified,
as a result of a field survey compiled in January 1973, a capability to accom-
modate approximately 21,000 youths on 550 projects on Federal lands, A summary
of this preliminary capability survey by states follows:

- STATE ’ NUMBER OF PROJECTS NUMBER OF YOUTH
= : SLOTS
_ ALABAMA 7 - 285

ALASKA 14 524
ARIZONA 19 688
ARKANSAS . 11 320
CALIFCRNIA 47 1,814
COLORADO 36 . 1,195
CONNECTICUT - -
DELAWARE 2 ' 55
FLORIDA 10 317
GEORCGIA 4 170
DIST. OF COLUMBIA 1 50
HAWATII 3 90
IDAKO 22 649
ILLINOIS 3 250
INDIANA 5 205
I0WA 2 50
KANSAS 5 235
KENTUCKY N 4 245
LOUSIANA 4 112
MAINE 3 105
MARYLAND : i3 175
MASSACHUSETTS 6 150 i
MICHICGAN 12 415
MINNESOTA 6 345
MISSISSIPPI 9 320
MISSOURI 11 465
MONTANA 27 1,120
NEBRASKA 5 173
NEVADA 11 . 310 .
NEW HAMPSHIRE 2 50
NEW JERSEY 5 230
NEW MEXICO 21 1,200
NEW YORK 7 170
NORTH CAROLINA 11 355
NORTH DAKOTA 7 312
OHIO 4 150
OKLAHOMA 18 805
OREGON . © 43 1,331
PESNSYLVANIA 10 430
PUERTO RICO 1 ) 24
RHODE ISLAND - et o -
SOUTH CAROLINA 8 345
SOUTH DAK: [A 9 489

ERIC i
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STATE . ° .  NUMBER OF : NUMBER OF YOUTH -
- .PROJECTS SLOTS
TENNESSEE 10 ) 287
TEXAS - 15 . . 460
UTAH 19 . 961
VERMONT 2 : 80
VIRGINIA ) 7 ; 320
WASHINGTON - ©29 985
WEST VIRGINIA 6 388
WISCONSIN . 9 - 352
WYOMING : 17 672
VIRGIN ISLANDS 1 25
AMERICAN SAMOA oo 1 50
TOTAL OR AVERAGE 554 21,363

A
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The following swmmary outlines the number of Federal positions and State Grant
funds for the State program by States at tlie $43 million funding level:

STATE FEDERAL ‘ STATE GRANTS

. POSITIONS . $ THOUSANDS)
ALABAMA 285 185
ALASKA 524 50
ARTIZONA 688 50
ARKANSAS : 320 . 50
CALIFORNIA - 1,814 600
COLORADO 1,195 50
CONNECTICUT - 270
DELAWARF. 55 ) 65
FLORIDA 317 - 360
J GEORGIA 170 320
HAWAII 90 ) 65
IDAHO - 649 50
ILLINOIS 250 790
INDIANA 205 350
IOWA 50 245
: KANSAS 235 103
' - KENTUCKY 245 180
LOUSIANA 112 oo 300
°  MAINE 110 75
MARYLAND 170 252
MASSACHUSETTS . 150 375
MICHIGAN 415 550
MINNESOTA 345 : . 180
MISSISSIPPI 320 ‘ 80
MISSOURI 465 165
MONTANA 1,120 50
NEBRASKA 173 80
NEVADA 370 . 50
NEW HAMPSHIRE 50 75
NEW JERSEY 230 . © 445
NEW MEXLCO 1,200 . 50
T NEW YORK 170 1,210
NORTH CAROLINA 355 280
NORTH DAKOTA ) 312 . 50
"OHIO 150 ) 790
OKLAHOMA 805 50
OREGON 1,331 50
PENNSYLVANIA 430 700
RHODE ISLAND - ] 115
SOUTH CAROLINA _ 345 95
SOUTH DAOTA —— 489 50
TENNESSEE 287 210
TEXAS N 460 , 630
UTAH - 961 50

———traee?
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VERMONT

VIRGINIA
WASHINGTON

WEST VIRGINIA
WISCONSIN
WYOMING

DIST. OF COLUMBIA

- PUERTO RICO

AMERICAN SAMOA
GUAM

TRUST TERRITORIES
VIRGIN ISLANDS

TOTAL

FEDERAL

POSITIONS

80
320
985
388
352

1672

50

24

50

25

21,363

STATE GRANTS
THOUSANDS)

50
240
50
50
220
50
50
50
50
5
50
50

$11,750

S
S i
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\ ATTACESENT 2

The Forest Service has a backlog inventory of unfinanced, needed con~
servation work requiring an estimated 260,000 man~years of effort. A
great amount of this needed worK could be accomplished by the Youth

Conservation Corps youth. Examples of needed project work inventoried

follow:. . \
PROJECT UNITS MAN YEARS
Reforestation and Improvement 20,000,000 acres 118,000 My

of Timber Stands ’

Fish and Wildlife Habitat . 14,000 MY .

Improvement .

Trail Construction and 74,000 miles 39,000 MY ;

Betterment ;

. Rehabilitation and Stabilization 47,000 MY ]

of Roads, Stream Banks, and
-Erosion Control

Recreation Sites Improvement 175,000 acres 450 MY .

and Cleanup P
. K
Flow Regulation Structures : 44,000 each 10,000 MY \

(other than water storage dams)

/
;
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ATTACHMENT 3

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
PROPOSED PROJECTS

‘CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS

Camp and Picnic Grounds: Will consist of providing mew camp and picnic
grounds and. the rehabilitation of some existing sites. It involves
grounds preparation and installation of such facilities as fireplaces,
picnic tables, etc.

Total estimated - 9,820 sites

Minor Structures and Signs: Includes the construction of small structures
such as trail shelters, foot bridges, comfort stations, ranger cabins, fire
lookouts, etc. Also the construction and direction of signs.

Total estimated - 9,945 signs
and structures

Historical and Archeological Work: Archeological remains in many known

sites are threcieucd with damage or loss throuih ¥Wstruction activities,

or inundation by lakes created by new -dams. There are also protected sites
that need further investigation and preservation. Much common and skilled
labor is needed ipor dizzing, salvaging, preserving, these sites and the arti-
facts taken thcregrom. Also this Service has numerous historic structures and
sites that need preserving. In many instances partial or total restoration of
historic structures is planned.

Total estimated - 858 man years

New Minor Roads and_Trails: This is the construction of back country. roads
and trails for fire control, ranger protection work, saddle horse use, visitor
hiking, and other miscellaneous management purposes. The type and standard

to be determined by the particular need.

Total estimated - 1,153 miles

General Grounds Ircrovemants: - This work coasists of the developing and im-
proving of grounds around existing structures such as historic homes, nemo-
_rials, conuments, etc., and those grounds surrounding new areas, etc. Tae
usual landscaping chores ara all involved, such as grading, seeding, soddini,

fertilizing, planting, drainage, etc. Much "pick and shovel" work is requirecu.

Total estimated - 2,159 man years

"

&
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Boundary Marking and Fencing: Many areas of the National Park System have
inadequate boundary marking and. in some cases none at all. Work includes
surveying, monumenting, signing, and in some instances the erection of

fencing.

’
i

Total estimated - 5,146 miles

Water Supply and Storage: Many of our wilderness areas need small water
sources developed in the back country for use by campers, hikers, ranger
patrols, wildlife, and forest fire fighting.

Total estimated - 659 projects
MAINTENANCE

Forest Protection: Park forests require protection from insects, disease,
fire, wildlife, the elements, and man. Application of prevention and cor-
rective measures entail treatment of diseased and insect infested trees;
detection, suppression and prevention of fires; seeding and planting to
rehabilitate denuded areas and to.prevent soil erosion; construction .of
small water detentions or spreaders; pruning, thinning and doing other
tree cultural work. .

Total estimated - 742 man years

Vista Clearing: This project consists of selective trimming, cutting and
removal of trees and bushes along the parkways, roads and trails so that
visitors may better sce and enjoy the parks.

Total estimated - 1, 480 milés

Grounds Maintenance: Thousands of acres of developed grounds in national
memorials, cemeteries, military parks, around historic homes, etc.,.réquipe
treatment such as mowing, seeding, sodding, tree and shrub pruning and pre-
servation, trimming around headstones, etc.

Total estimated - 2,041 man years

Roads and Trails Maintenance: Many miles of roads and trails in the .190
parks and otler arvas require daily attention involving roadside cleanup,
maintenance of road shoulders, drainage measures, patching, removal of
trees and brush from trails, painting and repair of bridges, etc.

Total estimated - 3,312 miles



Soil and Moisture Conservation: Many acres of park lands have, and are,
deteriorating from man's use. .Conservation measures are needed to re-
.store historic farm lands, or natural conditions in scenic parks. Seed-
ing, fertilizing, stabilizing, and maintenance of water run-off facilities
are needed. Some minor structures would be built.

Total estimated - 945 man years
Wildlife Control and Protection: This is a major management responsibility
in more than 50 parks. It involves research, census taking, food habit
studies, migration studies, reduction of high population of animals, resto-
ration of vare species, destruction or removal of exotics, fish planting,
etc. :

Total estimated - 233 man years

Building Maintenance: Consists of maintaining by carpentry, masonry, and
painting a portion of the numerous buildings located in the National Park
system. .

Total estimated - 2,893 buildings
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
PROPOSED PROJECTS

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS

Forest Development: Includes such activities as brush removal and other
site clearing for reforestation. It also includes direct seeding of tree
seed, the planting of tree seedlings and stand improvement work which is
thinning and pruning of the timber stand. .

E . Total estimated - 7,582,192 acres

N . . : Trail Construction: The building of livestock trails over difficult terrain
in order to provide access for livestock from feed to water. It will also
, include the building of recreation trails in wild areas.

Total estimated =~ 2,133 miles

Road _and Bridne Construction: The building of roads from the highest standards
to the lowest jeep trail. bridges vary from large concrete structures to
small log stringer types.

Total estimated ~ 21,571 miles of road
1,066 bridges

O
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Fence Construction: The building of standard four wire fénces for the
control of livestock and intensive management, for.protection of seedings
and in some cases to keep livestock from densely infested areas of poison-
ous weeds.

Total estimated - 116,125 miles

Range Seeding: The seeding of perennial grasses on prepared sites in the
range areas.

Total estimated - 12,323,000 acres

Brush Control: Consists of the mechanical and chemical control of brush
specigs which have‘a natural grass understory.

Total estimated - 32,283,000 acres

\ .
Water Management: The construction of large detention dams, diversion dams,

waterspreading dikes, stockwater reservoirs, spring developments, wells and
pipelines. :

Total estimated - 64,575 projects

Buildings and Facilities: Include the construction of some badly needed
buildings at our various district headquarters as well as fire stations
and lookouts., Some buildings and many facilities will be built for the
recreation program. These will run from elaborate cawping grounds with
running water, latrines, fireplaces, tables, etc., to the simple roadside
stop. '

Total estimated = 21,755 projects

MAINTENANCE : .

Roads and Trails: The maintaining of present and newly constructed roads
and trails. '

Total estimated - 586,268 miles

Fence Maintenance: The maintaining and/or reconstruction of portions of
existing and newly constructed fences.

Total estimated - 123,103 miles

Maintenance of Buildines and Facilities: The maintaining of all existing
and newly constructed buildings and facilities described under construction
above.

Total estiwated - 22,127 projects
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BUREAU OF RECLAMATION .
PROPOSED PROJECTS

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS

1. Conservation of Natural Resources on Reclamation Lands: Includes seed-
ing of grasses to control and prevent erosion; operation of tree nurseries
and planting seeds, seedlings and cuttings of trees; stream channelization
and bank stabilization; building of small dams, jetties, chutes, flumes,

and other water control structions; dune planting; building and placing of
wind erosion barriers; making fire breaks and fighting grass fires; building
protective fences; construction of log booms or comparable devices across
streams and reservoirs for collection of debris; and other land or reservoir
treatments to aid in conserving our natural resources and the protection of
irrigation structures.

Total estimated - 162,000 acres

2. Control.of Undersirable Plants: .Includes operation of weed control equip-
ment like bulldozers, root rakes, mowers, cutters, spraying devices, burners

for mechanical and chemical elimination of undersirable plants such as halogeton,
phreatophytes, noxious and poisonous weeds. Where feasible it will include
replacement of such plants with grasses and other week competing plants which
will use less water and have an economic value.

Total estimated -~ 160,000 acres

3, New Roads: The building of roads and parking areas in comnection with
the recreational use of reservoir areas. These will be mostly access roads
not requiring standards of construction to meet heavy traffic requirements.

Total estimated - 830 road miles

4, Recreational Use Areas: Construction of public use facilities at exist-
ing Reclamation reservoirs by enrollees will vary according to use require-~
ments anticipated for specific areas. Construction will include camggrounds,
water ‘supplies, sanitary facilities, fireplaces, picnic tables, picnic
shelters, boat launching ramps, boat docks, and similar facilities.

Total estimated =, 148 recreation use
areas for construction

MAINTENANCE
1. Conservation of ¥atural N:eources on Paclazation Lands: Ircludes main-

tenance of erosion control and water saving structure devices and equipnment;
maintenance of treated areas, and reworking of areas where necessary; and the
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collection and disposition of debris and repalr and upkeep of facilities.

Total estimated - 34,600 acres

2, Control of Undesirable Plants: Includes reworking of treated. areas,
maintenance of planted areas and upkeep of all equipment, devices and
structures required in the operations.

Total estimated - 31,30? acres

3." Road Maintenance: Work by enrollees will be that needed to maintain
access roads and parking areas in good repair. ‘Work would include handling
of materials and use€ of equipment for this purpose.

Totdl estimated - 2,375 miles

4. Maintenance of Trails: This work would include maintenance of trails:
in public use areas of Reclamation reservoirs. Enrollees would make
perlodic inspections of trails and carry out whatever minor maintenance work
was required te keep them in good repair for use by the public.

Total estimated - 2,850 trails

5. (Cabinsite !faintenance: This work would include maintenance of cabin-
sites used ror recrearional purposes at existing and future developed public
use areas. [Earollees would repair any damage done to facilities along with
other work needed consistent with public use interests and Primary project
needs.

Total estimated - 475 cabinsites

6. Building Maintenance:! Maintenance program for existing F“d future
buildings constructed for public use purposes will be required. The build-
ings involved would include those constructed as minimum basic facilities

at Reclamation reservoirs. .

Total estimated - 4,750 buildings
BUREAU OF SPORT FISURRIES AND WILDLIFE
BRANCH OF WILDLIFZ REFUGZS
PROFOSZD PR0JICTS

CAPITAL IMPROVEMINTS

51 Includes the construction of levees, water control structu

Impoundme :
canals, @25, drains, spillvays, irrvigation systems, pipelines and pumas.

\ Total estirated - B33 miles cdikes
1664 structures

B

E l{\[c ; : .
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Biological: Consists of mechanical, chemical and hand contrel or removal
of brush, trees, and pest plants. Construct nesting islands and potholes
for waterfowl, plow, disc, and otherwise prepare lands for cropping pur-

poses, build wood duck nesting boxess

Total estimated - 1,475 nesting islands
422,355 acres

Roads, Trails, Fences, and Utilities: Build roads and trails from improved
paved-type to truck trails, construct bridges, fencing, electric and tele-
phone lines. ’

Total estimated - 93 bridges .
1,699 miles fencing
1,111 miles road

Recreation: Would include construction of vitally need~d information centers,
picnic tables, fireplaces, boat ramps, parking areas, display pools, restrooms,
campgrounds, roadside signs,

Total estimated - 253 campsites
186 picnic tables,
restrooms, etc.

MATNTENANCE

Buildings and Faciltities: Would maintain all buildings by painting, building
repairs, floor sanding, cleaning wells, renovating water distribution systems,

Total estimated - 986 buildings

Roads and Trails, Fencing: Rebuild truck trails, patrol roads,and fencing,

Total estimated - 3,475 miles road
2,703 fencing
5,704 posting

. Bioloasical: Farm croplands, censusing wildlife, banding birds, fire
presuppression.

Total estimated - 6,417,000 grassland
i : miles
950,000 forest acres
87,000 cropland acres

Dikes, Levees, Canals: Repair levees, canals, ditches, damaged by flood: r
by burrowii; animals,

Total estimated - 2,351 lewvee miles

2,565 structures
433 bridges

ERIC -
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BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

PROPOSED PROJECTS

CAPITAL INMPROVEMENTS
Brush Control: Consists 0f mechanical and chemical comtrol of brush. This
practice would afford enrollees training in the use of equipment and chem-
icals and education on the value of this practice to soil conservation.

Total estimated - 2,635,421 acres

Gully Cortrol: This practice consists of various mechanical and vegetative
devices to control gullies and protect stream banks.

Total estimated - 566,181 miles

Pest and Weed Control: This practice consists of controlling all types of
weeds and pests such as prairie dogs, grasshoppers, etc.

Total estimated - 24,793,474 acres

Tree Planting: This practice consists of planting trees for wind breaks,
gully control of soil erosion.

Total estimated - 36,899 structures

Seeding and Sodding: This practice comsists of planting seed and sodding
range and pasture lands by hand and mechanical means.

Total estimated - 3,258,795 acres

Structure: This practice consists of the bu11d1ng of wvarious structures
for the control of soil erosiomn.

Total estimated - 36,899 structures

Forest Recereration. Imnrovemant and Protection: Includes forest seeding
and planting, thinning and pruning of reproduction stands, fire hazard
reduction, pest control, ete. Enrollee learning would consist of forest
culture techniques, use of simple tools, elements of forest pathology and
entomology and tlie techniques of five presuppression.

Total estimated - 1,610,000 acres
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Trails and Fire Breaks: Includes horse and foot trails, landing strips
and fire breaks. . oo

Total estimated - 750 miles
construction

Truck Trails Construction: Will consist of constructing new and existing
truck trails to provide access to Indian lands for forest protection,
forest marketing, and recreation.

Totél estimated - 7,106 miles

Water Managrement: Covers construction of detention dams, diversion dams,
water spreading dikes, stockwater reservoirs, spring developments, wells
and pipelines.

Total estimated - 11,309 projects

Range Improvements: Covers the construction of range boundary and drift
fences, corrals and cattle guards for the control of livestock and inten-
sive management; fences for the protection of seeded areas, water facili-
ties, and ranée sample plots established for management purposes.

Total estimated - 95,210 miles of fence
3,150 other projects

Recreational Development: Covers the construction of picnic areas and boat
landings; wildlife stocking. This work would encourage expanded use of the
valuable recreational resources.
Total estimated - 16,689 projects
MAT NTENANCE .

Dams: This wil? include the repair or rehabilitation of various types of
erosion control dams.

Total estimated - 168 dams

Laterals, lovees, ard Dikes: This will consist of rehabilitation and repair
of these erosion countreol structures.

Total estimated -~ 5,333 miles

Structures: 'This will consist of repair of the various erosion control
SEruccures.

- . Total estimated - 83,416 structurcs

Trails and Fire ltreaks: Tncludes horse and foot trails, landing strips and
fire breais,

Total estimated - 740 miles maintenance
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1972 YCC Program
Demographiec Data

The enclosed charts provide demographic data on the Youth Comservation
Corps program for 1972 as compared with the 1971 program. An increase
in program performance is reflected in the 1972 program, which is a
result of the continuing evaluation of the program.

Chart

Chart

Chart

Chart

Chart

Chart

Chart

Chart

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

Ko.

1

{llustrates the racial composition of the youth participating
in the YCC program in 1972, compared to the national racial
composition reflected in the 1970 census.

1llustrates the enrollee dlstrlbutlon by sex, of-the 1971

~and 1972 YCC camps.

illustrates the grade level attained in public school by
vCC corps members assigned to the 1971 and 1972 YCC programs.

illustrates the family income level of the partlcipants in
the 1972 YCC program.

illustrates the dropout rate in both the 1971 and 1972 YCC
programs.

illustrates the area from virich the enrollees were selected

(urban vis-a-vis rural) for 1971 and 1872.

illustrates YCC program accomplishments for 1971 and 1972.
The figures illustrate the cost of the program in comparison
to the total appraised value of the work accomplished by the
corpsmemberc. "

illustrates by categories the specific area of the natioﬁ s )
natural resources in which conservation work was accomplished
by the YCC enrollees in 1971 and 1972,
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Statement of
Dr. Donald L. Creiws
Associate Professor of
Wood Science and Technology
Department of Forest and Wood. Sciences
Colorado State University
and —
Director
Camp Poudre
Youth Conservation Corps
Fort Coliins, Colorado
Before the
Senate Interior and Insular Affairs Committee
July 26, 1973

Mr. Chairman:

I am_Dr..Donalqu..Crews, Associate Professor of Wood Science and
Technology of Colorado State University. For ¥he past two summers I
have served as director of Camp Poudre, a Youth.Conservation Corps Camp
located on fhe Colorado State University Campus in Fort Collins, Colo-
rado. Thig camp is funded by the Bureau of-Rec]amatiﬁn. N )

My presence here today is to support thé amendment to the Youthn_
Conservation Corps Apt.of 1872 expanding the Youth Conservation Co;ps
from its pilot-program status to a ful] f]edged permanent conservation

program. My appearance stems from a fTrm conv1ot10n based on my

‘ persona] experiences with these young people that this program can -

help achieve two important goals: creates the opportunity for under-

standlng and developing an apprec1atlon of the nat1on s natural envir-
ronment and heritage and to further the deve1opment and malntenance

of the natura] resources of the United States by the youth--upon whom

will fall tﬁe‘ultimate responsibility for managing these resources for

future generations,
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in support of 5.1871, I would like to relate some of my own
personal experience and feelings relating tb tﬁe Youth Conservation.
Corps program. One of the keys to the success of this program is the
great diversity in the backgrounds of the young peoﬁle that participéte.

In his statement from the Congressional Record.of May 23, 1973 Senator

Jackson said "When you'isolate the economically or socially disadvantaged
in special programs you merely isolate them from Society and in turn
deprive them from the opportunity to share in the common goals and
purposes of our nation.” I can only seconq this statement 1000 percent.

This, I believe, is the reason behind the unqualified success of the

" Youth Consevation Corps as compared to the somewhat margina1 means

of the Job Cdrps. The Youth'Conse}vgéion Corps is not a program solely.
for the disadvantaged, but is open to youtig'men and women of all social,
efhnic, and economic backgrounds. In our program we have severa1'young
people whose parents annual income was less that $5000, but we had a
couple of others who parents annual income was iﬁ the neighborhood of
$40,000. But you take these youngsters out of fheir home atmosphere,

put them two to a room, have them sleep in the same kind of bed, feed

. them the same kind of food, and give them the same kind of work, I have

observed that within a week or 10 days, that you cannot tell what their
economic background is. ;
A different and, ! guess somewhat unique, aspeét of our camp in

. L. . 2
Colorado this year is an attempt to accommodate in our program several

“handicapped youngsters: The benefits for physically handicapped young-
: ) . .

sters in a Youth Conservation Corps camp are many, are unique, and may

berstmmarizd in the f011owing statement:
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The benefits of camp living are psychological as well as

providing a mechanism for building up the individuals general

" and overall physical health.

The YCC experience may help to alleviate the isolation that

a handicapped child may feel through the summer Tionths. In

-addition it will aid in personality growth and social adjust-

ment. Actually, for the Handicappé& youngster the YCC camp

would have the- same objectiveg as for the non-handicapped

youth, e.q.

a. healthy work and play activity v

b, development of new interests, skills, hobbies, independence,
self-reliance, leadership, and responsibility

c. it offers an outlet for feelings of aggression

d. it helps improve the home situation by relaxing tensions
that have built up v

Recreation is even mo}e imﬁortant for the handicapped than

for normal persons, since his opportunities for play are

limited. The YCC camp would also enable the youngster; to

feel enjoyment and a sense of accomplishment. .

It gives the handicapped youfh a. chance to coﬁ% into close

contaét with people, to cooperate, to respect authority and to

considor others. '

Physical care and tEeatment of the handicapped child often

are so engrossing that pérsona]ity development is cften

neglected. Personality is developed through work, play,

social activities and relationships suéh as ‘those found in

\
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c;mps; Over the long haul, camps such as YCC can assist the
handicapped‘youngsters in becoming a responsible self-
directing adult.
There is one thing I probably ought to clarify at this point. i
am gg;_advocafing YCC camps solely for handicapped youngsters. fhe .
- priméry reason for this is because there is a dire need for handicapped
youthkto share work and play experiences with non-handicapped youth.
Integrated camps offer a rare opportunity for handicappad and non-handi-
capped yputh to rg]ate in a real world situation. Many school system
separate the ﬁandicapped and-the non-handicapped through special eduga-
tion, $pecial schools and separate c1asses.’_Ihi§ is not what the handi-
capped child needs. Quite the contrary; thé.handicapped youngster need
more experience in relating to non—hgndicapped peers before the S?EESl %\\\
experience ends and the need for further edcuation or employment %s neces- ‘
sary. This is the basic idea behind what we are attgmpting this year.
y - We have two handicapped youngsters in our YCC brogram this year, .
a 15-year old girl with cerebral paisey andvé 16-year old boy who has
been on crutches since he could walk. In the six weeks our camp has
e been running; the cﬁanges in these two youngsters has been nothing
short of remarkable. The girl, who was on tranguilizers when she came
to us has cut her dosage by about 75%. The boy, who was pretty much
in a shell when-.camp started is now out-going, laughs a lot and what he
does on those crutches almost_defies description. He Q@rks, swims, and
the secgnd went on a 3-mile hike. Needless to say, I am.elated -
by what I hav® seen this year in our pilot program and am very excited
. about increasing.the number of handicapped yodngsters in next years

3

program.

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



O

ERIC

Aruiitex: provided by enic [

g 71

In closing I would like to relate a short story of an incident

... that occurred last summer. I dropped in‘on the corpsmen one evening

as 1 usually did and there in our lounge I noticed a group of students

seated around a table playing gin rummy. There was a Japanese-American o

girl, a Black boy, a White boy, an Indian girl and a Chicano boy

playing cards, 1ahghing, joking, and having a good time. As I walked
out of the room with two of my counselors, one of them remarked.that

he sure would like to‘know what'happened to people when they became more
mature--where all of the suspicion, misirust, and hatred came from. The
other counselor remarked that after seeing the kids in there, perhaps
there was hope for us after all. I think I'm with him. Come to think
of it--maybe that is a good part of what YCC is all about--workiné to-
gether for a coé;;: goal; a better envirénment.

In summary let me say that since my association with Colorado State
University 10 years ago, the Youth Conservation Corps is one of the most
exciting and rewarding experiences I have ever had. Baged on the tre-
mendous success of the three-year pilot program I d%@émyaﬁﬁto vigorously
Support the necessary appropriation to expand and make permanent the

Youth Conservation Corps.
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AMERICAN FORESTRY ASSOOIATION,
Washmr)ton D.C, July 24, 1978,
Senator H]-,Nm' M JACKSON,
Chairman, Senate Commitlce on Intcrior and Insulm Affairs, Scna!c Office
Building, Washington, D.C.

DEAR SENATOR JACKsoN : The Ameriean Forestry Assoeiation wants to be on
reeord in snpport of S. 1871, to expand and make permanent the Yonth Con-
servation Corps. We supported this program both at its inception and ifs later
extension. Now we would like to see the Yonth Conservation Corps given permai-
nent status and expanded in size.

The basic purposes of a Youth Conservation Corps remain valid but now have

‘been proven in pilot projects. Our nation’s youth, espeeially ages fifteen throngh

eighteen, have great difficulty finding snmmer employment. Yet. this is the time
when idleness can mean trouble but when motivation ean lead to thé develop-
ment of productive citizens. Many useful careers in conservation began with the
Civilian Conservation Corps in the 1930's and 40’s. The edueational value alone
probably wounld justify continnation:of the Corps. Yet, the added conservation
benefits make the project even more-desirable. There is already mueh tangible
evidence of constrictive projeet accomplishment. Proteefion, development and
enhancement of the nation’s natural resourees for greater public use and enjoy-
ment is the added bonus of a Youth Conservation Corps,

S. 1871 econtains additional benefits whieh should make the Youth; Conser\"l-
tion Corps even more attractive. I refer specifically to the use of Coxps faeilities
for environmental/ecological education camps during periods of non-use by the

. Corps program and extension of the Youth Conservition Corps on a matching

grant basis to the States. Both are highly favorable additions to the program and
have our sapport. Whether 309 of appropriated funds should be made available
to the States or whether it should be mpre or less can be nuswered only by time
and experience under the program. However, eost-sharing up to 809 with State
projects appears to be a reasonable federal amount that should stimnlate State
participation.
‘We urge favorable Comlmttee aetion on this legislation.
Sincerely,
WirrLraM B, TowELr,
Ewccu.tive‘ Vice President.

MARYVILLE, TENN., Junc 25 1978.
Hon. HENRY M. JACKSON, )
U.8. Senate,
Washington, D.C.

Sir: T was i member of the Y.C.C. program in the summer of 1971. BEven though

- I was only able to attend three fourths of the full time, I found the experience

rewarding both mentally and physically. The educational experience prompted
me to enter the College of Forestry at the University of Tennessee.

The closeness to nature that the program allowed me to experienes is some-
thing I will always cherish. It tanght me the need for stronger conservation meas-

aures and the need for an American conservation epic, that will insure futnre

generations sites where they can be one with nature in their own ways. It is

-unfortunate that many-of ‘todiiy’s leaders are blind to the need of a permanent

program of this type, that will allow all youth to experience the good, beauty,
and needs of the out of doors, Some summer these men should attend n Y.C.C.
eanmp, so these men can experience the nrgent needs of Ameriea’s out of doors.

T support the program wholeheartedly and feel it should be expanded so every
Ameriean, in the future, could attend a1 Y.C.C. camp, and experience the problems. |
and beauty of the wild. - e ‘

Voery truly yours, '
. SAMUEL DavIn BRocK.

. MEeDrFoRrp, Wis., June 26, 1978.
HENRY J.oKSON, .
11.8. Scnalor. :

Deanr Me. Jackson: I have just received your appropriation to the President
of the United States concerning the YCC program. I wonld say that this pro-
graim means more to me than any other singie experience I have encountered.
1 will admit that T applied for work in the program in the™Spring of 1972

—
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because T wanted to get away from home for awhile. I am grateful that I was
aceepted into this program beeause like you indieated. T was able to meet kids
unlike myself, especially from different ethnic backgronnds, as I come from a
northern, rural town, I learned what it was lke to be on my own at sixteen
years of age. Our proginm Was tremendons, situated in stn old job corps center
near Clam Lake, Wise, We had tremendous recreational facilities, excellent
food, and fine leadership. T would go hick there now for no pay at all. Maybe
I am an exception to the vule, but I love my country, respeet the flag, and enjoy
rreedon. But onr conntry ix in sad shape, because many youths don’t believe
in it anymore. We need an outstanding wave of nationalisim to counterattack
thisx present feeling towards our government, 1 feel that through youth oriented
programs, there may still be a chance for American democracy. But it wonld be
foolish to stop the program at the field of conservation if yonr appropriation
fs accepted. There must be other =kills among our youtH.

(iiven the chance, this countrys vouth is capable of mastering anything an
aduit cin do. Conservation must De the top priority, though. The problem with
our youth foday is not that they have too mnch money, but that they have too
mueh fine and nothing to pride themselves in, The YCC accomplishes these two
goals, I am a Nixon man. But if Mr. Nixon would spend the money that he
spends an weed control, gardening, plants, {ree removul, remodeling of his home
in Ban Clemente, helicopter expenses, (all paid for by American taxpayers) we
could expand the YCC program. The sum of these property improvements is
1.2 million, Just think of all the kids that could benefit from this wasted
money. Somebody must sacrifice so that others may benefit, and the President
of the United Stutes should set an example'! .

Respect fully submitted. )
Davip KLINNER.

: JUNE 30, 1973,
COMMITTER ON INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS.
.S, Senate,

Washington, D.C.

(Attention Senator Henry M. Jackson).

Dean Sies @ I received a copy of the Congressional Record Vol. 119-Wednesday,
May 23,-19738-No. 7J. About making YCC, Youtl: Conservation Corps permanent.

Sirs, I participated in it aud would recommend to every young American to
participate in it once in their life. It will he the most memorable experience
in their life. They will conie away from it not only with conservation knowledge,
bt more mature from the experience, .

Sirs, T came away from cawmp feeling like not only had I learned about my-
self, but that 1 had learned about other peopte. I found out what my capabilities
ftre as u person and feeling ore aware of life,

For these reasons I have stated sir, I feel very strongly that it shoild ‘be
made permanent. : .

Sincerely,

JANET JOHNSON.

. Jury 2,1973.

Diar SENATOR JACKSON : [appivess consists of having not of being ; not of
Dossessing. but of enjoying. These words, to me. give an idea of what the YCC Iy
doing in today’s society. ; .

. In today’s society, where people :re so concerned with themselves and material-
Ist possessions thank God there is a program such as the YCC. -

The youth belonging to the Hurpers Ferry YCC hiave so many challenges facing
fhem. We are concerned alout having it place to go for enjoyment and for an edu-
cational field trip. Why, do people waut to destroy the only chance we have to
onjoy what, we as Amerieans, should be so proud of?

The answer is so stmple. They crave the praise they can gain from other peo-
Dle. Not so, with the YCC members. We care not for the praise we may gain from
otlier people only for our own satisfaction, which is knowing that we have helped

. the world to be a better place for mankind.

This is why the YCC Program should and has to be continued. Do you want
to wake up one morning and have no place to go for enjnyment. I don't and as a
future voting citizen, I shall do my best to make the world a better place for
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future generations. The governnient, too, can lay an unport.mt part in the better-
ment of America by supporting the YCC.

Thank yon so very much, Senator Jackson, for the time and effort you have
given to try to make the YCC a permanent prograwm. If at any thne I can help
vou with the program please let me know. I have been privileged and honored to
‘be in the YCC.for two years. Believe me, those past two years have been the
happiest years of my life. ..

Thank you.

ZETTA \‘\'n AKLEY,
Youth Leader, Harpers Ferry YCC.

GROSSE PoINTE PPARK, Micn., ]
July 8, 1973.
Senator HENRY M. TACI\SON
U.S. Senatc, Committec on Interior rqu Insnlay Affairs, Washington, D.C.

DEeAr Sin: I was very pleased to liear of your introduction of Senate Bill 1871.
concerning the Youth Conservation Corps. I have. written both of my senators
and my representative telling them of my snpport of the bill and urging theirs.

Liast snmmer, I worked at the Clear Liake ¥YCC camp in Michigan's Hiawathn
National Forest, and I consider it as being one of the most valuable (and en-

" Joyable) experiences of my life. I was asked to go to a Congressional hearing in

the Detroit. area last July, to speak about YCC, but unfortunately this hearing

«was eancelléd. I wish T eonld put into words now how strongly I feel abont this

progrmm, but it is hard to put it down on. paper. I agree with the University of
\Ixchlg.m stndy, which concludes that gains in nnderstanding and awareness from
one’s YCC experience are equal to one full acidemic year of study in a normal

high school setthig. The many things we did and saw, and especially the varied . -

people. T met and got to know, cansed me to change many of n:y previons prej-
udiced attitudes, and expanded my emotional and intellectunl ontlook,
I lrope vou car make some sense of what I hiave written above. I hope that
S. 1871 s passed so many others can experience what I have,
"Thank you.
Sincerely,
MARY Jo KENNEDY.

Juny 11, 197¢

Senate Office Building, : ot
Washington, D.C. : .

Dranr %nNATon JacwsoN: I was in the Youth Conservation Corps last summer
in Alta, Utah. It was a very worthwhile experience. I learned many useful and .
interesting things about conserving the land and protecting the environment.
Fnrthermore, I"enjoyed making a new 1n‘king trail and planting trees as a few
of our projects. I also learned more about living and working with other people.

I think it is a-very worthwhile program. It gave me an appreciation for the
natural forest’s beauty. Most importantly I learued to think about what can
happen to the enviromment in the futnre and what I can do to preserve it. ’

I support the amendment you é&re ploposmg for an exp: mded and permanent
Yonth Conservation Corps.

Thank you.

Sincerely, . .
- DERBIE SMITH.

Taconma, WASH., Junc 26, 1978.
Hon. SENATOR JACKSON, ’
Senate Office Building,
Washington, D,C.
Drar SExaTor JacksoN: In regards to thie Congressional Record of May 23.
1973, I would like to extend to you niy enthnsiastic snpport of the Yonth Cou-
servation Corps and all that it represents.

™ : . \
N
A
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As a partieipant in the 1972 YCC program at Camp Rimrock, Washington, 1
found the program to be a most worthwhile experience and a definite asset to
our nation’s environmental state. I lenrned not only about my state's lands and
resources but I also found at the end of the sunmer that I had grown, Living
with forty-cight of my peers taught me cooperaiions, respeet, and independence.
I am very sure that all tifty participants grew to become more aware of their
country and of their nation.

Also, 1'd like to poiit out fhirt the YCC program h.ls improved our emnping
and recreation areas, Last sununer we built dums, replaced fences and spent one
week in the high country moving campsites. All these projects were completed
inaverys shg’xt time and all were done well.

I've .111;eadv mentioned sone of the reasons that I feel tlie YCC prograi

.should be‘e\tendcd, if not made permanent, hut I might alse add that this pro-

gram gives jobs to teem-agers—-who would otherwise be jobless. The learning
experience gained in a YCC camp cannot be detailed liere or anywhere, I only
hope that others niay share in the experiences I did.

1 mrge you, Senator Jackson, to continue your loyal support to the Youth
Conserviation Corps Act and to pursue it, to see that the nation and its vouth
niay continue to benefit from tie YCC program.

Thank you for your eoitcern and attention.

Sincerely, . .
’ MorLyLy Eiuiorr.

Juxn 25, 1973.

Dear Sexaror JAcksQn: I hope my letter reaches you in time and you will
pass it on to your colleXgues and in turn they and you will listen to my voice.
I was omploycd by the State Forest Service in the Youth Conscrvation Corps for
two summers in 2 row. First, as an enrollee in 1971, and finally as a Youth
Leaderv in 1972, Though I can no longer be w part of YCC beenuse of the age
limit, I'm still very much a part of the program and I support it very strongly.
Not only did it provide employmeni for me for a period of time, I nlso learned a
great deal, not only about conservation and forestry but, about myself and my
fellow workers. YOC is a growing and learning experience that leads to pride
and love for the program, Since YCC, I have found myself at a loss because I
am to old to be in it but I intend to wturn one of these years to become a Work
Leader.

1 support YCC bcc'luse I have seen it work and have felt the pride in accom-
plishments that we have achieved, To discontinne or cut the program woald be
senseless and in the long run 2 disastrous mistake, If one of you eould spend
a week, a 'day, or an hour with the people in YCC you would understand why
there is so much pride and enthusiasm in the program. It provides an endless
opportimity for the youtl of today to nnderstand and help rebuild the d: mage
that we have done to our forests, streams, lakes, deserts, and wildlife, I will
continue to snpport the Youth Consen.xtmn Corps in any way that I ean. Please
continue to keep me mfmmcd .1laout the future of the program. Thank you,

Sineerely, \
! ] LinpA MINKEL.
McLauGHLIN, 8. DAk,
—- : J:uw 29, 1973.

SENATOR JACKEON : Thanl\ yon for a copy of your letter of May 23 concerning
the continuation of Youth Conservation Corps.

As a former YCC worlxcr in northern South Dakota, I would like to see your
Lill passed.

The summer that I worl\ed in the program was a very rewarding summer
indeed. The work that we did I enjoyed very much and I’m sure it influenced my
decision to go into the field of wildlife und conservation. But my benefits were
greater than to work with people your own age and of different races was
truly sensational. I matured a lot in the Summer that Y worked. I rualized that
color does not and should not have any influence on people, that all are equal.

I give you my backing for the continuation and permanence of Youth Conserva-
tion Corps. I commend you for your work and w1sh you success Thanks.

Sincerely,
DENNIS STUGELMEYER. .

N
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. - June 25, 1973.

SENATOR Jackson: 1 want to thank you very much for sending me a copy of
the Congressional Record concerning your introduction of 8. bill 1871 to expand
and make permanent the Youth Conservation Corps. Since I was a corpsman
last year in tlie program, I know very well the enjoyment and education the
corpsuien reeeive (not to mention the advantage of having a job). I also know
the great amomut of work that is done to improve the environment. I think that
the YCC is one of the best government programs around for young people. The
corpsmen take a great amount of pride in what they are doing because they realize
Irow needed their service is, Working so closely together, many friendships arve
started that will last as long as it is remembered.

I think perhaps the greatest good that comes from belonging to the YCC is the
vilneation yon get not only learning how to get along with people, though that
is very important, but becomning knowledgable about the environment and nature
ad nur's place in it.

I whale-heartedly supporf your bill and I hope it becomes iaw. Just to help
a little T have written Senator Frank Church and asked him to support it and
as soon as I fuish this letter T will also write to Gov. Cecil Andrus and ask
him to support it also, Thope it helps. -~

I applied for the YCC becanse of my concern for the improvement and protec-

life though. especiaily predators angd birds of prey. I personally would like to see”

a program like the YCC working under the Fish and Game department like the -

YCC works under the forest service. It conld be very useful in doing many of

" the jobs the I & G *“‘need done butdack the manpower to do them.”

-1t could work on the same basis as the YCC only doing work like taking wild-
life population_surveys, or gathering information on certain species -of which
little is known, or working in fish hatcheries, or just anything else that needs
to be done. A program like this could have the same advantages and he just
as important as the YCC in educating young people, providing employment, and
getting needed work done. And with two of these programs, twice as much
would get done and twice as many people reached. But this is just an idea and‘
needs te be developed and planned. If you think it would work maybe youn
conld get it started. ‘

’ Sincerely, -

SUR SHELLENBARGER.”

Ju~e 28, 1973.

Dear Sexaror Jackson: I hope that this letter refiches you, 1 wonld like to
thank von, Mr, Randolph, and Mr, Magnuson for your efforts to keep the Youth .
Conservation Corps program alive. -

I ave been in this program last year and I have just finished my first week
of the second year. This program has nieant so mueh to ne and still does that I
get very depressed at the thought that this program could die in 1974,

I fecl that this program is thefahiswer to muny of the problems the American
vouth faces today. I wish I could go in frout of Congress to testify to them that
this program means so nmeh to me and many other youths that have partici-
pated in Y.(.C. It is time Ameriea wakes up to realize that our natural vesonrees
must be proteeted mud used in the proper ways. I wish all of the people in
America could be edueated to realize the importance of not only this program hnt
the importance of onr natural resonrces also. $o please, tell me what 1 can-do to
help keep Y.C.C. alive. ) : .

Your friend and proud enrollee of Y.C.C,, . .

- ' RaNDY HAUSLE.

i T : Jung 26, 1073.
SExator Jicksoxn: 1 have just received a copy of the Congressional Record
conceruing the bill to amend the Youth Conservation Corps Act of 1972 .
I very mueh appreciate your sending me this, as I still have a great interest

. in the Y.C.C. program. After being invelved in YCC's Camp Wood last year I

appled for thé job of counselor this year. However, as I expected I was told I
was too young. Bt after experiencing a beantifnl thing lke that you just can't
let it go. You have to try one more time,

.

“tion of the enviromment and natnral resources. My interests are mainly in wild-"-
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I can't really put into writing the things that the YCC program gave me. I
will try though, becanse 1 wonld like you to .cnow that we, the youth, do appreci-
ate what yon are doing for ns.

When 1 first arrived at Camp Wood 1 was a litte :1tmm.-lon see, I had never
done anything like this before. 1 was never mueh of an extrovert,.always being
rather uneasy around people 1 didn’t know. My natural impluse was to hnld
hack. stay on the sidelines. Wait for people te come to me. Yet from the first
day Parrived I realized that T conldn’t do this. Hlere were tifty new people. most
of them strangers to each-other, waiting to be hu'nds Yon either weni out and
made friends. or yon didn’t, And I did.

Living for 1 month witlh other people my 2ge helped uie to understund then.
I learned that most of them felt just the way I did at first. A little afraid, appre-
hensive. but very mneh willing to be a part of it. And we were a part of it. We
knew that we were learning about onr environment in a way that would nevey
he pnsslh](' in a sehool biology class,

We weie out there, in the field, working together toward something we all
wanted. We could be proud of ourselves, knowing that every day we were
making a piece of the world just a little better. And at the end of the day, when
we counted blisters and compared bruises, that too was with a certain pride,
because we knew that we had not been blistered and bruised in vain.

Senator Jackson, I have tried here to tell you of my feelings toward the Y.C.C."
And 1 can safely say that those are the feelings of many of my friends who
participated along with me. -

I am sure that you know that I will thorou hly support a permanent Youth
Congervation Corps program. and I will do 1nvrhm;: 1 can to help this idea be-
come a reality.

I would like to thank you, not only for myself, but for those thousands of young
people who have participated in the Youth Conservatmn Cmp< program every-
where, You have changed our lives.

I only wish I cou]d personally meet with you and e\clmn"e ideas, for I think
that T would come away with an even gerater awareness of what needs to be :
done to save our land and our people. Again, much thanks for all you've done.

JANET MILLARD.

: ) Fort Corrins, CoLo.
DEAR SENATOR JACKSON: As 1 second year participant .of the Y.C.C., T ean
briefly state that it has been the most versatile and educational program in

Ahich 1 have ever been involved. T have heen exposed to more environmental

education during these 16 weeks than I received throughout my entire high
school education. This program impresses on young people the importance of
man’s role within an ecosysteni, and stresses the nrgent need of expanding the
Y.C.C,, and programs like it if our world is to survive. The Y.C.C, has changed
many older people's-opinions of youth, and reassures them that their country
will be placed in the hands of conseientions and well edneated leaders, .
Through the Y.C.C. I have become more of an individual, and I realize that'
my thoughts and beliefs are a major factor to the continued welfare of our
countr\ The Y.C.C. has forced me to develop an aware open mind, and:to realize
that there are more than two sides to every problem to be considered. It is
obvious that most people just talk about things they want done, but they aren’t

¢ willing to work toward these goals; due to the Y.C.C. I have become and shall

remain a “Do'er” because nothing much ever comes as result of a “talker.”
Thanks for your time.
: Miss RoBIN STEELE.

.8, DEPARTLENT OF TIIE INTERIOR,
) BUREAU OF LLAND MANAGEMENT.
Grand Junction, Colo., August 2. 1973,

Ion, FLoyn K, HASKELL. :
U'.N. Senate.
Washington. D.C. . a ) )

Dear SEvAror IIaskiLy: This is the second year for Grand Junction to have
a Youth Conservation Corps Camp. The program bas been very suceecessful and a
vory \.1t1~f.1um\ one for hoth the yonngsters sm\mv: in the prograin and *he

A ,
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staff members, Locally we have had good publicity awd & fine reception from
the public. and particularly the parents of the youth serving in the Corps, I'he
loeal Bureau of Land Management Oflice stufl has been very cooperative and o
great deal of work has been aceomplished.

Last yemr's program returned o $L15 work value per 8100 spent. The pre-
lHminary assessment of this year$dwork projects indicates an even hetter return
for wonies spent, In olir experience, the program ix carrying its own weight
finnncially and yet we have found time to engage in & mumber of worthwhile
edueational activities. Becituse of the size of this Distriet, we ave involved in
quite a bit of travel from Grand Junetion to the individual projeets and we feel
that the nonresidential eamp structure shonld be maintained for this camp. A
Fister campin Moutrose is o resident camyp, working primarvily ou trails and
canmpgronnds in the high country. We recently spent a week at Ciunp Red Devil
Recondo School near Fort Carsoin. Coloradto, ax gnests of the Avmy, to give our
vouth survival training. We find, in visiting between the two camps, the stme

< enthusinsm and sense of acecomplishment in all of the voungsters aud staff

members.

To the local taxpayer who knows about onr program. this is a very good in-
vestment of our tax dollar. Many favorable commeénts have beeu received con-
corning the amount of work accomplished and the conduet of the enrollees. Being
loeal students, they become very rapidly involved in telling the commnnity about
the YOO and what it is doing, We feel that thix is the kind of advertising money
ean’t buy, There have heen many comments from the publie asking why the pro-
aram 1% not expanded to hindle more youngsters, Tn my own opinion, this would
he good imt [ teel it would he hetter to first establish more eamps across the
Nution and then expand the nmnbers in the enmps, onee a working framework
has been establishoed. ’

It has been my pleasure to work with this program thése two years and T am

-prond to e a part of it.

Sineérely yours, )
- TlanrLax R. Goonzen.
¢ Director, Camp No. 504,
- Youth Conscreation C'orps.

.S, Youri Conservariox Corps.
) . CaMMr POUDRE,

) ) : e . ~ Fort Collins, Colo., August’t, 1978.
Hon. Froyn K, HASKELL, -

7.8, Senate, . )
Washington, D.C. .

.Dear SENartor HaskeflL: Enclosed are a number of letters for you to pursue
ax you deliberate—1he fate of the expansion of the Youth Conservation Corps.

Dotlar for doHar the Youth Conservittion Corps is unquestionably one of the
finest prograws henefiting youth to come out of Congress in the past'two or three
decades . . . possibly ever. The YCC eamp experience is one that will mark
these young people for years to come. Many other youth should be afforded it
similar opportunity. The work they accomplish is truly remarkable and will be
around for others to see and use for years to come.

I wish you would pay particular attention to the letter from Ron Barnes.
1t epitomizes the true spirit of what YCC is all about. As director of a camp,
the experience has been a memorible one, I sincerely look forward to hosting
a camp on omr Campus ontce again next summer. Please count ine among the
many enthusiastic supporters of expansion of the Youth Conservation Corps -
to a permanent conservation program. C

Sincerely,

DoxaLp L. CREWS,
Camp Dircctor.
)

- AURORA, CbLO., August 1, 1978.
Hon. FLroyp HASKELL. N

U8, Senate,

Washington. D.C.

DE_AR SENarTor HASKELL: Please place this letter on record as testimony for
the Youth Conservation Corps Bill S. 1871, - .-
. La}st yeur I visjted Carter Lake and this vear FHorsetooth Reservoir here
in Colorado, and I am very favorably Jimpressed with the work being done by

1 . "

I
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the Youth Couservation Corps. Thexr are making signifieant improvements and
additions to the-much needed recreational facilities, and at the same time they
are improving and protecting the enviromment,

I huve ralked with some of the youths and with their leaders, and I'm con-
vineod that what the Corps is doing for the vou\ths is even more valuable than
the physical facilities they are producing, The Corps is producing & bank of
very conservation minded yonng people, which in the near future is going to he
wory important to this nation. Also the Corps is hcipmg to destroy n:auy .
prejudices. These youths of various races, creeds. economie dnd ethuic L.aek-

Cgronnds are living and working together with little if any apparent diffieulties.

. Hon. Froyp-HASKELL,

The preservation of onr natural (and hwman) resources is important for

“esthetic reasoms, but-in the long run it is essential for the survival of the human

race. 1 believe the Yonth Conservation Corps is a big step in the right direction.
Sincerely. )
Froyp W. ALLEN.

CoLorADO SPRINGS, CoLo., July 29, 1978,

Senate Office Bmldm_q,
Washington, D.C.

St : This letter may be entered for the hearmg record.
~ I amm on the Youth Conservation Corps this year, and I've only been on it for
six weeks nd I don’t-have @ year or two to ¢ 'z baek on the program with more
experieuce or insight.

I think in another year or two I will ﬂppreemte even more the e\perlenee of
participating in the C.

I think that this sunnner we’ve accomplished 2 lot in work, growing up, and .
appreciation for the natural environment of the forest. I never realized@ before
how .rleh it takes to clean up n campground, or to plant ten thousand trees, or
even to keep a trail from being washed out Dby years of rains. I also realize now
how little things that each person conlkd do would really cut down on the upkeep
work.

Jn YCC this year I earned money that I need. I am learning a ot about plants
aud animals, something I tried to get.a course about-in my. high sehool, but
couldn't. I've also been able to work outdoors, and that was really great '1fte1
nine months in sehool

But the program’s true value is even more tuan tlus, I think. I work with six

- other girls every day—one erew leader and five crew members—and sometimes

with the other girl erew or oue the hoy crews. While-wve work together nn the
swme project with the same end we really become close friends. I was on teams
in school, but this is so much hetter because there isn’t different classes to worry
about, We are-a- teanm working together on every thmg, aund that’s more than
I got out of two years of high school. I know I'm going to .uiss the kids, super-
visors, aud the worh

I've gotten a lot out of ICC and I think the program should continue to pre-
vide the e\pmieuce for other kids, T feel very lucky to have been chosen to
participate in it. o

Sineerely,

BARBARA RUDD, ..

NEwsoM HALL,
COLORADO STATE UNIVERSITY,
. Frort Qollins, Colo., July 31, 1973.
Hon. IFLoyp K. HASKELL, ’
U.8. Senate,
Washington, D.C.

Hox. Froyp K. HAskeLL: I would like to voice my opinion in support of the
Youth Conservation Corps for the congressional hearings. I am a erew leader par-
tieipating -in the Y.C.C. pilot progeam at Camp Poudre.in Fort Collins and am
also a senioF forestry ;student uttending Colorado State University. I am very
enthused about the Y.C.C. program and beheve that it is an extremely beneficial
program for tmI'w youth.

While wor]\mg«\nth Y.C.C.-for tlhe sununer, I have seen liow the program has
Telped thirty teenagers from all walks of hfe learn to live together to try and
build a better .society, Camp Poudre has a well balanced program of environ-

~ . . B -
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mental education mmd work projects sponsored by the Burean of Reclamation
who has assisted us in every wiy possible, ' C

I wonld Like to sce the morey appropriited foo 1+ Youth Conseryation Corps
so that this program can grow in-size to help many otoer youths, The ¥ 7L.C.
bilot program has been it huge success and I wish t see it enatinne.
~ Yours truly, '

. Doxary H. GILBERT,
Crew Leader—Camp Po ndre,
Youth Conscrvation Corps.

——

\ 4
. : - YouTit CoNSERVATION Corps CanMr,

CoLorADO STATE UNIVERSITY,
Fort Collins, Oolo., July 31, 1973.

Senator IFroyp K. TTasKELL,
{7.8. Scunate, ) —
Washington, D.C. :

Dear Sexaror HASKELL: As the Bnvironmental Specialist and Asst. Dircetor
of the Fort Collins Youth Conservation Corps, T believe the YCC is one of the
hest prograuns in operation for young people today,

One of the most important agpects of the program is that it allows onr young

" brople to learn about the chviromment through active participation—not st
talking about i, It also glves them an opportunity to become involved in com-
. munity projects and to develop pride in their surroundings.,

For many of these fennagers the YCC has provided their first living and shar-
ing experiences with someone other than their family. Socially, these kids have
wdapted heautifully to spending 24 hours o day with people.of :",fferent ethnie
and.socio-cconomic backgrounds and, in our case, with handicapped youngsters,

I am completing wy second year with the Fort Collins .camp-and can honestly
1y 1T have never been more excited about in euvironmental program than I am
about the Youth Conservation Corps. . ’ ’

I strongly urge.the passage of Scnate Bill 1871 to expand the Youth Conserva-

tion Corps to u full-seale pernmnent program. Please inclnde this letter in the

official hearing record.
Sincerely. .
‘ JAMES A. SarH.

DENVER, CoLo.
Senator Froyn I1AsKELL,
Capitol Hill, D.C. B
We, at the YCC in Rocky Mountain National Park wish you and the conunittee
well in yonr endeavor to make permanent the YCC program. It’s ahility to draw
young people to it better awarencss of themselves. or their relationships with

others and the solidification of an intensity to discover their natnral environment

alone makes this program wortbwhile. The above normal work productivity
fiere, is attributable to the pairing of the environment and the unity of these
30 individuals toward making Colorado a better plice in which to experience
and grow, personally. Corps niembers will be sending letters soon.

Best regards: -

-7 . Ron War~eks,
- Director, ¥nuth Conaervation Corps.

DEar SENATOR IASKELL: The Youth Conservation Crrps is a very useful and
important program. It allows us young people .to do something for the environ-
ment: to get involved. We can work hard for something we believe in, when
afford «d the opportunity. Y.C.C. i$ the perfeet opportunity to work for the en-
vironment, and leirn from it too. - . . .

I have enjoyed my suaminer with Y.C.C. and want others to share the same
experience. As ai enlurged program, more people can make it even more snceess-
ful. T feel Y.C.C is well qualified to be a permanent government program.

Sincerely.
' . LYNN L.OPEZ,
Camp Poudre, Irort Collins.

- - . #
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Sexator HASKELL: T would like to add my owa feciings about the Yonth
Conservation Corps, T am of the opinion that thy rogram’ offers more oppor-
ity for he'ring the environmment thai any other I know of, Of-conrse, this is
biased. but weil fonnded 1 helieve due to my involvenient. We have construeted
triadis, built barriers to stop the desecration of antomobiles on the grass, and steps
1o Lalt ramjpant wandering of people. I _seems sad that we have to take the
responsibility of contrdlling peoplegbnt untit some othier form of edneation which
will uf{ucliv(-l\ teach the populace the importance of envi¥onmental quality is
. fonnd. renitins the only manner in which to save onr conntryside.
\lon" with this optimisin, it is importaut to add o bit criticism; I think a hit
more of thought should ro into the projeets bofore we nndertake them. As an
example. we removed trees from a virtnally (Cregiu forest to plaee around ont-
honuses, When asked about this, onr leader agreed that it could not be jnstified:
but that it was au order from the hieravehy of thdé:Burean of Reclamation, the
ageney for whonm we work. Therefore, a bit of thinkiug by the Burean of Reclima-
tionn is needed. and along with -this, it would he a hetter progrum if the Corps
memboers conld be allowed to choose the projects they fecl are worthwhile. If this
ix not possible. then the opportunity 1o vejeet those which are not right shonld
be offered. With this ehance, the members would get the feeling of total involve-
ment,
Al in all, the program is snecess in my o])ini(m. but a few changes ave in
arder to make it still better. . ’
Thanks for your time. .
A REX WELSHON,
Cump Poudre. YCC.

) ) JuLy 27. 1973.
Froyn K. HASKELL. : i ;
.8, Senate,
Washington, .C.
DEAR SENATor HMaskernn: I wonld like vo tell you how valuable I feel that the
youth conservation corps program is. As a parficipant in the 1973 YCG, I wonld
’ yery much like to xee the pr og i eontinued in the futare.
- The very fact of lnmg in the mountains for two months has given me a lot
that I wowmld not have gotten in Denver this summer. I have done a lot of things.
L maybe never would have, and the doing has mcrensed my self-confidence, nnd
-11\0 my capabilities,
I also think that the learning that is gomg on here 1\ a very important, but
ton-rare kind of learning. This is a “learn by experience” situation. Doing some-
“thing is 100 times worth veading about it. Not only the work~=trail bnilding,
feriece bnilding, but alse much about people. There ave 20 completely different
peopie my age here who have to lve and work together for 2 months, I have
come in contact with, and learned to aceept many new and different ideas aind . ——
people, that I might not have for several yenrs [ I were not up here. I have - -
also learned, by doing, and mistakes, muchk more about working with a group,
and group co-operation.
{ should also mention, that now 1 am about 1,000 times more ecologically con-
cerned; and knowledgable’ than I was. I have more understood what “ecology” )
involves, and what I can do. I have also leiarned that there is a lot more involved e
in lLand management and environmental protection. slian I thonght, and.that
corporations, lumber and oil comxmn}eq and cunsmner\ lm\e to be held in mind
as well as_environmentalists.
T have tried to tell you some of what I think Y.C.C. has done for me. I L
[ wonld never be able to list everything—all I can xay is that it is a veky valuable, ’
very nnique experience. Everyone who lives and goes to school in the mh shonld
— “ have a chanee to live and learn in the mountains.
e Sincerely, -
" ’ AraIn ]u\\lPI\l N.

T SO\ , . JULY 26, 1973
FLoyp K. HASKELL, e . . )
5 U.8. Senate, N
. Washington, D.C. .

DEeAR SENATOR HASKELL : Each of us at the Indian Creek Youth Conservatwn

Camp were very pleased to find your letter waiting for us yésterday when we

o
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Lwent in to Guunison for mail and fresh food. Mail is a vital-factor here at our .

camp since we get fu to town so seldom. It is a thirty four mile drive aud news
such as tlis is indeed gratifying. We are extremely plensed.to learn of this mgis-
lation to expand and make permanent the YCC program. -

This week finds our progrium in its sixth week with only (wo more weeks to
#o. We each personally feel t, 't we here-at Indian Creek can give some sound and
valuable information about the YCC program, especially residential programs
such as ours. . ST ) .

First, let us {ill you in on someof the facts atout our program here: -

1. This is a_Coed Group made up of ten gals and ten uys and five staff.

2. This is u residential camp where ali facilities had to be hewn out of _

the wilderness 1rea frow: the bottom up by *he enrolees and staft. .

3. Both tiie base camp (olevation 9300 ¢t.) and the high camp (elevation
11,200 feet) were planned and Ceveloped hy the participayl s. At base camp-
a permanent hase—the youth heiped to auild tent platforns for all living
quarters, including mess hall, storag. ter ts and shower. They helped develop
and maintain a water system. shower system and laundry facilities. They
are responsible for the planning and cooking of all meals—and what good
weals! ! They have built a recreational areq, ecologically sound paths and
cleaned up an area which was a lumbering mess.

4. ‘Since we are 240 iniles from -Denver, no one goes liome until the pro-
gram is over—unless one is ill of course. So far we have had no losses of
enrollees ov staff and feel strongly there will be none.

5. Tlach participant is earning 10 hours of high school credit besides his
or her’ work on BLM prejects, dolng group and personal eamp chores.

6. The youth have sct up activities for relaxation, such as, checker, choess,
volley hall and dart tournaments. .

Several of the youth commented that they would like to write a personal note

to you so we staff members will add our impressions and leave the rest up to

them.

Of the several youth programs which this staff has f)articifmted during our

. teaching careers we have never found a jnore stimulating and meaningful experi-

ence-—to both the youth and to onrselves—as we have found in this YCC Program.

. In these past weeks -we have seen.thesé youth mature in attitudes toward
work, toward one another and towards themselves. They have become a close

nit group and they are far more sensitive to the immediate and future care of
the environmeut. More actual learning has occurred in our opinion, than any
teacher in a classroom could even hope for—learning that we feel will-be ve-
membered and will be useful to the individual and to society in the days to
colne. . : . .

We are having “Opeu Hiuse” here at our camp on the $th of August. We
wish that you and all of the Senate Interior.Committee could be with us. Seeing
the youth iun action, what they have done, what they are doing and what still
needs to be done would do far more to convinee each of you ahount the importance
of passing hill, 8. 1871 than anything we can say here. PR .

If any of you counld come, just let ns know and we will meat yvou in Gunnison
and the youth will take it from there. . - N

We sineerely hope and pray that the United States Senate does not sell our
vouth  Short. These young men and women have great potenvial if we hut give
them the rightr kinds of opportunities. They are our future and our greatest
resource. R

We do want to thank those who made it possible for us to be a part of this

.pilot YCC program and please believe us when we say-—you did not waste vour

meney or your tinle in this'key endeavor. ... .
If there is anything we may do to help bill, 8..1871 to be passed, please let us
knOW., - R PR ) . .
Sincerely, - “\ . )
‘ T . KENNETH J. MILLS,
: Oamp Director.
: Frank H. OnNo, -
Qomp Bwvironmental Specialist.
’ " NaNcY CLARY,
) - Group Leader..
\ FEL1X LANDAU,
: L Group Leader.
KATHI KROMROY,
Group Leader.



Jury 30, 1973.

Dar SeExartonr ITsskpun: I am presently employed as o member in YCC, and

heard you were imerested in hearing what 'we've been doing, Well, we went

up Barr MTreail one week, worked on campgronnd clean-ugs, -cuclwd for bark

beatles, and planted thousands of trees, We walked Colorads Trail and figured

sut vavions historie spots, Onr erew has o speciial job to do every Friday. We

. drive up to Menument and go to the =alt and mineral lieks and connt the eracks.
’ then' we record them. I've really enjoyed the presram because I have becomne
very much aware of our environment, and may continue a career in Forestry.:

We also have aedneationnl field trip every fwo weeks. whuh is very interesting.

Sineerely,

@ﬁ’« . 83 .

Janise Fox,
. " Coloradn Springs, Coln,

%, Please encloge this statément in the hearing record.

B DeNVER, Coro.

Draw Seyarton HaskeLL: As-a member of the Youth Censervation Corps in

Rocky Mountain Nafional Park. I am very 1)1%(,(1 that yon are taking an
. mterest in the nmnmm of the partieipants. .

The program is based on a great idea, permitting tcenagers te actnally do
something in conservation work, while li\'ing i the mountaius., The set-up at
Camp Hallowell is a strnetured yet versatile program, which hias the- ability
to adjust to fhe unforesceable ocenrrences and the desires of the grounp, We
have our weekendds free to backpack or to use at our own diseretion.

. While a fonr week course allows more people to enjoy tais opportunity. I

K . persomilly profec an eight-week program. This gives enough time for everyone,
especinlly people who are not unt;::mlvr to form strong friendships and to benefit
from 20 other human beings in a way that usually isn’t possible in the world

today. 'm alse in favor of the residential eiunps where yout live with, eat with,

socinlize and vélly begin to depend on and snppmt your fellow corps ienibers.

I have hearl it wil hv a state-wide seleetion in the futnre. Again, this gives

. niore a elanee to enjoy this experience, but I believe onee friendships are formed

. they shonld be given a chanee to continue. l’ooplc who are separated by distance
tend “to grow apart, to lose what they had in common. ‘If, however, as in our

program at Camp Hallowoll, p.n'tlup,mts are chosen from the same geographieal

loeittion, where buses ron and schools compete, the bonds developed nren’t as -~

oasily severed.

The age Hmit vet np is quite appropriate. Wlile maturity is not cefined. bv
years. adolescents too young or those -with collegc experience wounld not benefit
as much from this progran’

Thexe can he eight important weeks in a vmmg adults dev elopment‘ I think’

the staft <honld be picked with this in wind. Our camp director, is a great
example of what to look for in a person who is going to head the staff. He is

eapable, p(lhmmlnlu sensifive to and interested in themanees of the individnals ™

- ) and-the camnp in general. fIe is eager-to-support the participant’s suggestions, yet
wise enough to lead. ) e .
The gronp leaders should be geared to the probleins young adults have to

face. but mature enongh to be somcone to talk to, a helpmate, possibly a counselor, -

to those who need it and want it. We were lueky to get three outstanding inen.

T have thoronghly enjoyed this J()b and it is with sadness that I see the ap- -

proaching end of if. .
Thank-yon for yonr concern. \)
Sincerely, . ’
. KATHY FALKENRBERG,
- Youth Conscrvation Corps 1973.

You may nse this letter as you see fit, 4 .
. iy -

] JuLy 29, 1973.

. DEAR SENATOR HASKELL: I am employed by the Forest Service this summer
and am in the Youth Conservation Corps program. I thought I wonld write to
yon and tell you how I feel about tbis program. Working ontdoors is just great!
I love it: Many more tecnngers should be given the opportunity to do what I am

doing. I'm interested in forestry and thought that this job would help me make
Q : np my mind about it as a career.

Aruitoxt provided by Eic: . . [
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Some jobs we have done are: trail maintenance, tree- planting. campground
cleamp, bark beetle tree tagging and bnilding picnic tables. My erew has been
doing” a project on white-tailed deér and their habits by observing their salt
licks once i .week. My erew also spent a week on the Barr Trail on Pikes Peak
doing trail maintenance. For the remainder ‘of the program, my crew will be |
learning how to control mistletoe on trees. -

Another -exciting project all the crews did was a survey experience for the
proposed Colorado Trail. This"is a very mmnch needed trail and I'm glad that
the YCC got to pioneer some of the work for it. As a b‘lcl\p'lcher Iam especmll\
interested in this 1)r03ect

The YCC program is jnst excellent. I hope this letter has helped you nnderstand
more about it.

" This is my first job and now I'm probably spoiled for any iuside Jol)' I really
like working ontside. Thank yvon for younr time.

Respectfully yours,
LAURIE ROE,
Colorado Springs.
Drar Mr. HaskerL: I have participated in the YCC at Fort Collins for 2 smmn-
niers now.

This progranr has taught me a great deal about the environment, managemeni
of that environment, and my rolé in the cycle of life. It has tanght me to appre-
ciate the beautiful monntains on our backpacking tnps My love of these remote
areas has been my ingpiration behind my work. It is terribly important to me to
preserve these areas.

I am also learning abont the 35 other people I live with, I h‘lve become a little
more open-minded nud a lot more nnderstanding.

Most. of all—this program has given me dirvection. It has glveu me a_purpose.
As a resnlt, I am much more happier with myself. I have gained much confidence
in myself and it has given me something to helmlg i

There are 5 of ns that got to come back from last year's camp. Three ont of
those 5 will be freshmen next year and those three are all majoring in forestry.

I hope that this program is contumed .

Thank yon,
- PAM Horivo.

Mus. Brucr O, Partoxs
260 NEwronrr St.

Denver, Colo., August 2, 1973,

DEar.SENaToR [HAsKELL: Please snpport Sén. Jackson's proposed bill to expand
the Youth Conservation Corps; which would benefit' 150,000 youpgiicople nest
summer. It's an excellent program, hoth for the young 1)001)10 as well as onr
national resonrces, . . .

Sincerely, . o .
c AT PPaTON.

Jory 31, 1973.

Dear SExator HASKELL: I've been a Youth Conservation Corps erew leader
for two years now and would like to express my thoughts on the program. I.
think it's been a good experience in envirommental edueation as well as a prac-
tical -experience in living and working with people. for myself asx well as the |
crew members, The high school young people I've worked with have ahways left
the program with many 1)0\1151\(x thoughts about their environment and good
memories about the program in general.

I wonld appreciate it if my thoughts would he placed on the record lin Impos
that the appropriate mouey is allotted to rnhno Y.C.C. prograns,

Good Iack, .

NSincerely,

ot

- BoxNNIE BUTZMAN,
290 Ncwsom Hall C'amp Poudrc, Y C.C., I't. Collins, Colo.

) I
. .
HoNorasrk Sig: 1 am \\nhng to yon about the \ C.C. pmm"lm which I am -
a member of this summer. T know this is the last tn.ll se‘lsnn, “and 1 wonld very
mneh like to see the progr ‘nn conutinue.

-
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As far as T knosw this is the only- job I know of that is run on an edneation
hasix, This progrim has given me-a better understanding of my environment, 1
feel that while a peeson in this pregram helps the country he also helps himself.
It awakes me feel responsible to (Iu whoele tasks with people my own age that
serves o very worthwhile pirpose, I also llnnl\ thut you really n't I\nm\ the.
mesiing of the word “Eeology™ until you work with the environment., and 1
feel the program can give you this. T conldn’t possibly say enough about the
prograu so I will close the lotter now, Thank you very much for your time.

Trathtfully yvonrs,

IonIc “OCUSIE,

RO JurLy 29, 1973,
DIEAR %m I would like very mch to express 1115 deep voncern over the Youth
Conservation Corps program. I am a member of the Corps this year and I have
found it to be one of the most rewarding experiences of my life. Since starting
this program I have found myseclf becoming more conecerned abont onr naturat
environment. I am seriously thinking of going into forestry as a career, but even
if I don’t It always have a better uuderstanding of the government services that
profect and develop our beantifnl country. If there is any way I can help . con-

fimie this program please let me know hecanse I am behind the YCC 1009%.

Yours truly, . :

OSCAR (SANDY) MOONEYIAM,
Pikes Peal YU G Cump, Colorado Springs, Colo.

Jurny 24, 1973,

DEAR SiR: My mme is Pam I'rqtt and I am an enrollee in the Youth Conserva-
tiori Corps. 1 feel that this job not only prepares the participant for future work,
b also gives him the” oppmtnnity to view the Lirge range of jobs available in
ark and Forestry management. I am snarprised at the large amount of work
aid manpower required for the establishment and npkeep of onr national forest
Lind. For this and the reason that 1 hope more people can enjoy.a simuner job in
the XCC, that I urge yon to pnt in a vote and good word for the continnation.
and expansion of the YCC program

In this job, I have learned not only to \vmk with others, but especially to
understand aud appreciate my environment, I h: we learned well my position aud
responsibility in the ecologieal cycle.

One high point in the program was our inventory of 60101.1(10 '.l‘r.nl System.
I enjoy being able to express_ideas and seeing them positively applied.

My only regret in the program is that more people camnot yet enjoy it If

. others ennld learn about onr environment as I iave, maybe the pnbhe as a whole

will tike better care of onr National Purks and I¢ orests
'I'hank yon very much,
Sincerely,
‘PaM PrATT.
CoZorado Springs.

Drar US, Sexarens: The Youth Conservaiiou Corps offers many opportunities
for working onidoors and learniug abont the. environinent for young people like
myself. I have enjoyed working for YCC and we have aceumplished a lot. How-

, sometimes the learning ag)p:zet of conservation is overlooked. We bnilt dawms
to t'mm fish ponds but 1o e\plau'ltmn of how the :dsh - conumunity would benefit -
is "1\ €1,

Also, sometimes niore rese'uch should be .done before we start Workmg For
exiinple, we needed trees to put by the outliouses :lt/I;Ionsetooth Reservoir. We «
dug'up sonme trees from the edge of 1 meadow to plant in a very arid, Ivot, smelly
“place. If we wanted to give the trees the best chauee of surviving, we should
have gotten them from a somewhat similar climate. Right now, we are repairing
stairs built last year at Carter Lake because they were built hefore the fill dirt
“settled, I'he program would improve if more explandtions were given about how
we were helping the environmenti with our projects and if niore research was
done hefore we started our work. This is essential to me as a worker because
then T ean have pride in 1wy work and tell others about it. These are changes
you eait make in the program before making it permanent.
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Tiie best things we have done are hmldmg 1ncmc sights, trails and, fences =o

that people can enjoy Horsetooth Reserveoir and Carter Lake without danmqmg

the envi  ment. Alse, after the fourth of July, \\(,pul\e(l up trash. .
T hope on will pass'the bill to expand YCC and 'mu other kids the (h'uuc
to worlk for the environment. @ .
Sincerely,
MEeLINDA L. Moon,
YCC Member, Camp Poudre No.73.

. Jury 30.

DeAr Sme: T have pnrhupated in the Youth Conservation Corps this summer.
It has been a tremendous experience. I have enjoyed learning about the environ-
ment and improving it. It is neat to be able to Jook at a fence or a hicnic area
and know that yon made it with your own two hands.

The greitest part about this program is that kids from all different social
and econmunical backgraunds work together. We found that there really is no
differenee between ns. We are all in the job togethier and are having a super
time doing it.

The vast majority of' America’s teenagers are hard workers. The Youth Con-
servation Corps gives-us a chance to demoustmte it. T trul\ hope you will expand
the program.

Sincerel;, .
VIRGINTA FKRBERT.
Camp Poudre, Fort Collins, Colo.

Dear Strs @ [ really think that the YCC is a greut prograni. It has really given
e a chanee to experience great opportunities andl mneet new friends. This moeans
it 1ot to me hecause I'm crippled. I've lost the nse of both legs, but in this program
'm treated like anyone else, not expecting or receiving any syvmpathy or pity.
There are plenty. of jobs that I've found I can do, and'I feel as if I am working
for every penny I earn. I think others like me, who have led sheltered and re-
stricted lives, should- be given the same . ch.mces I have. This summer I've
realized that I'm no different than anyone else and I shall never forget my
summer with the YCC.

Sincerely yours,
RoN BARNES.

. P -

DEAR SExaTor: T have just recently heard of your bill concerning the Youth
Conservation Corps. I would like to thank you very much for the letter to our
YCC camp. Actually T am rather snrprised that there is any guestion as to if
the YCC program is to continne. Wiy should not a program that helps educate
youth and at the same time is good for the people and the environment be put
out of existence? This is one of the few govermment programs which I can think
of that has had visible good results in its first years. <~

Thank you for your eoncern and efforts regarding the YCC.

Sincerely.
W, Tratorny TFoLEY.

JuLy 29, 1973.

Dean Sir: I would like to express my feelings umcemmg the Youth (‘on\(‘n
tion Corp program. As a partmxpant I feel that it is extremely worthwhile to ac-
vomplish something that is useful and constructive.nnd to know that it is helping
our environment. As an individual, it lets you set goals for yourself and see them
come true. A lot of serious tlnnl\mg on my part has gone into the jobs T have
worked on. This summer has really helped me tind my true self.

Besides the good results of YCC work, there is another important side to the
program. -‘This is the fact that e\ervhmh is treated as an equal. Thore are no
raeinl advantages or disadvantages. Everyoue finds hinself in the same problems
and enjoyments as evervoue else and it is really, great to shurex the experience
together, '

The Youth Conservation Corps is a learning eaperience in so many ways. I

" have found that it is generally unknown to the public nnd it needs to be more ’
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well known in order to obtain public support for the expansion of this program.
To strengthen America’s youth and to ¢lean up our environment are two good
-reasons that the YCC should be continued to a greater extent.
Sineerely,
SUE GRIFFITH,
‘ . Camp Poudre, Colo.

Jur- 30, 1978.

Dear Siz: I'am writing on behalf of the Youth Conservation Corps in which

I have been a part for two snmmers.
Since this is the last summer of the pilot program, I felt an urge to speak up.
‘T believe YCC should be continued, hecause of the opportnnities involved for
young people across the United States/ I believe it is a good program lecause
the time is now to educate the people of the United States about our environ-
~ment and our limited resonrces. A good way to do this is to start with the young,

Therce are people in this cimp who hefore participating in YCC were not edu-

-cated about the environment, but I feel during the program they have gradually

become aware of ouv situation. Now, they think twice about throwing trash
or anything else on the ground. They learned to appreciate the beauty of our
land through field trips, working, and backpacking.

It gives them an opportunity¥ to decide if maybe they would like to adopt

iL profession where they would continue to help fight for a eleaner environment.
There are so.wmany ways or fields to enter that would be helping our environ-
ment. YCC edncates. :

Having participated for two years I have experienced s unigue group of young
~ people. They come out of the program a little more yrown-up, opinionated, edu-
cated, ete. It seems to form theéir minds. The camp consists of different eco-

- nomic and racial groups. We all learn to live togethier. The ciimp gives an op-
portunity for the YCC partieipants to know different. and live with different
eeonomicand racial groups.

Onr work, T feel, is helping the environment. Ieople must be trained to pro-
tect the land, So we have trained them withont their knowing ahout it. Making
i trails, picnic sites, putting in harrier posts restricts the people, but this is needed

- in order to preserve one land. : .

The earth is in danger-of contamination. We must fight now to preserve it. I
feel part of that fight ~an be accomplished by continuing YCC.
. Yours trnly, ,

- GERRT STUDY, =+
Denwver, Colo."

NEwsoM HaLn,®
. YCC CaxPr IPOUDRE,
K - Fort Collins, Colo., July 30, 1978.

Drar. S1z: At present 1 am participating in the Youth Conservation Corps
program. Realizing that this is the last of"a three-year pilot program, I would
like to encourage n continuation of the program in the future. The corps builds
independence, contidence in self, and awareness of ull aspects of our world.

Words cannot really describe the beauty of the.program, nor is “disappoint-

" ment” adequate to deseribe the feclings of many young people if the program
& discontinued. , .

Sincerely, “ -

ANNETTE CLAYCOME.

U.8. YourH CONSERVATION Corrs, HARPERS FERRY
STATEMENT OF JIERR MARTIN, PROJECT MANAGER

The Youth Conservation Corps has been, for me, a high-point in my life’s experi-
cnees, While I have always believed -our Nation’s Youth had much to offer if
asked, these past three years-uf our YCG Pilot progr:un have been_an inspiration

. i eye-opener for me, to_the point of nenr-shock. The talents, dedication and im-
‘brovements made to the muny: difficult projects aceomplished has revealed the
greatest potential ever for se ving not ouly. onr national conservation needs but
solutions to many of our world-wide situations. The benefits and successes have . -
far exeeeded my wildest hopes and are realized only because each enrollee gave

o
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individnally of themselves far more than the compensations required. I'm very -
proud to have heen associnted with these representatives of onr Nation's youth
and apart of the NEW FRONTIER for our Nation,

In the summer of 1971 somet hirg beghn in Harpers Ferey. Concelved hy Con-
gress ana mitinted by the National Park Service in cangjunetion with the Jefferson
County Board of Eduettion, the Youth Conservation Corps was born. .

The first ¥ear the program consisted of-20 Yyoung people and three adull super-
visors, They woere given g sot-of lofiy ideals and momentous work projects atd i
eight weeks they all becamé a.reality.

The YCC hag seen many changes in the past years: cach year gaiwing n firmer
grasp on the jobs at hand,

The YCC has developed the concept of making a personal commitment to con.
serve and preserve our environmeit, In that fashion, more people are influenced
each year by being in the YCC and YCC members. ) .

After an initial experience with the YOUTT CONSERVATION CORPS, en-
rollees find that the YCC has become a permanent part of their life. Many past
Y{Cers have kept in tonch with the program to see its progress and comnunicnte
their own. .

1972

_Gayleen Shitey Boyd is presently a clerk/typist for the Branch of Museum’
Operations at darpers Ferry Center, She began this job while working with the
YOO and was Iater hired on a bermanent. hasis.
Miké Busey returned to the YCC tast sumnior 8.0 youth leader with the metal
preservation teant. This fall he will be a Aunjor af Jefferson High Schaol.
Robin Clinton will be attending Shepherd College with a major in history this
fall. In 1972 she was employed at Mather Training ‘Center as a library assixtant,
an off-shoot of her 1971 YCC experience. This year she is involved as an informa-
tion-receptionist in the National Park Visitor Center. o .
Tather Daniels is now crjoring a European tour, He graduited from Jefferson
Iigh School and will be attending Shepherd College. Tarther was with the YOO
last year us a youth leader and plhiotographer, ] ,
Debbie Coffin Engle is a newlvwed honsewife. She graduated from Jefferson
High Schiool this year. . T -
Jeff Flarrig has attended West Virginia University and Shepherd College, His
future plans are nndecided. ' ’
Janet Lewis attended Shepherd College and is presently studying nursing af -
Union Memuorial Hospital in Baltimore. o .
Debbie Minar was a youth leader with the YCC in 1979, This suinmer she is
spending her.time prepariug for colloge. - - .
Darrell Penwell is Dresently employed by the IGA. Market Manor. Since his
graduation, he plans to go -into some kind of comservation wor kand join the
fire company. : . 2 . .
Dottie Perks is a Drama-Journalism major at West Virginia University,” She
heeame a group leader with the YCC in 1972 ana is-back with the program this
vear. . R .
Jim Pitcher was back with the YCC last year as a youth leader. This year he
is o park interpreter with the living history pregram. .
Jemny Sue Smith is the only YCC enrollee to be with the program for all three
vears. Jenny will attend” Shepherd College this fall,
Claudette Strange is majoring in Elementary Fdneation at Shepherd College.
Michael Wiltshire was a vonth leader in the Metal Preservation anit last year.
Because.of his experience, he-was hired as a musemn technicinn witl the Harpers
Parry Conter, - . )
1972

Michelle Bush is o Senior at Jefferson High School,

Brian’ Cooper is attending Jefferson High School,

Gilbert Dodson atteiided West Virginia: University and is presently working
on a horse breeding farm. : ) :

Alice Green will enter West Virginia University this fall. She is bresently em-
bloyed as a clerk for the Silco Store in Charles Town. ’

David Hamrick is now enploved by the state road commission, -

Jan Henshaw is n park interprefér with the Harpers Ferry Living History
Program. The YCC gave her an initial .interest ju the NDIS and she plans to be
a4 curator of a Natural History Museum. : :
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Glorin Herring is presently making hats for thko,(-lnrhin;: shop in Harpers. Ferry.

.1 =kill she acquired while working with the YCC.

Toresa Jenkins plans to be married this summer. She is bresently employed hy
the \Winehester Memeorial Hospital. :

Jim Jones™ fntnre plans inelnde finishing his high school edueation and attend-
ing college. .

Michael Lotz gradnated from Jefferson High School this year and will be at-
tending Shepherd Callege in the fall. . e

Jeral Milton, o nursing major at West Virginia University. became interested
in the vark Service while working with the YCC. She is employed_this stmer
ax an information-receptionist. with the Harpers Ferry National Park.

Valeriec Owens is an English ajor, journalism minor at Shepherd College.
Tharongh the YO she beeame involved in the Park Serviee and is presently worlke~
ing with the Harpers Ferry living history program. :

Jeff Sager is a youth leader with the YCC this snmnner. He will be a freshman
at Shepherd College wit., a major in forestry. :

Steve Smith is functioning as the YCC and park photographer this sunmner.
He will he attending Furman University this fall. )

Delibie Sutton, n vonth leader with the YCC this summer, plans a foture in
the National Parle Service. .

Seot Whetzall is employed by. the maintenance staff this snmmer. and will
attend Shepherd College. ' ’

1t Class Corpsman Robert Wyler is studying for fature work as a Marine
Mineral Engineer. : .
_Joan Van ‘Lol a group leader with the YCC this summer, has attended Chatham
College and will enter West Virginia University this fall. : '

STATEMENT OF SUSAN KN.OT’I', CAMP DIRECTOR -

Welcome to Homecoming 19731 ) . .

In the third yeuar of the pilot program of the Youth Conservation Corps, Harp-
érs Ferry has again experienced a different and exeiting summer, Under the ex-
pert gnidance of our Project Manager, Herb Martin, new and varied projects
have been developed. At Flarpers Ierry the enrollees have been mired knee deep
(?) in murky, mucky waters clearing the old Patowmac Canal so that interpreta-
tion of .this area may begin next spring, In addition to this major undertaking
the enrollees have removed litter from Pipertown road, painted picket fences.
stuined rail fences, assisted with Summerset (snmmer in the parks for excep-
tional children), worked with the musenm operations at Shipley School and re-
habilitated many trails. : ' -

The spike camp at Manassas was again in operation for eight weeks. As usual,
it proved to be the most popular experience of the summer. :

On Tnly 25 one of the highlights of the summer was experienced by the, Harpers
Ferry YCC when they :wttended n hearing on Senate bill 871 to malke permanent
the YCC program. Even theagh Senator Henry Jackson, chairman of the In-
‘terior and Insular Comunittee, assnred the support.of his committee there is
Teeling in Congress that the Youth Conservation Corps shauld not be made per-
manent at this time. Testimony favoring the expansion and continuation of the
YCC was given from three YCC participants. Harpers Ferry was represented
very ably by Dottie Perks who has been with us since the inception of the pro-
grau, 1f yon helieve that.indeed the YCC shonld be granted permanent statns, I
am sure that a letter to yonr senators and congressmen would be most helpful.

We nrge each of you ta view the work sites and ask guestions abont present

- and future plans of the Harpers Ferry YCC. Guides have been assigned for this

purpuse.

"~T'le YCC experience has been for e the most rewarding youth activity that I

have heen involved with in my career. My faith in the talents and dedication of
today's youth has been renewed mauy fold each sumuer. T look with pride on
the accomplishments of former YCC members and hope that your experience with
s has been beth worthwhile ind miemorable. o . ’

[

'The Youth Conservation Corps is important to all of us, yet each members’
feelings are unique. . L
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The YCC gave Brian Cooper the oppor' 1nity to meet new peopic ond develop
lasting friendships ¥or Robin Clinton, toe YCC has dpened doors determining
her eareer, Clandette Strauge feels the YCU was a wind-expanding experience,
The YCO taught Terry Walker to do his share iwd get along with other people.

Through the YCC, Jim Jones feels he developed responsibility and leadership
typitied by his famots expression, *Calm down siv; 1 have the situation under con-
trol” in dealing with emergencies with park visitors. ’

Michelle Bush feels the YCC is important in that it vpens peoples’ eves to the
necessity of saving our world.

According to Darrell Penwell, the YCC has helped restore faith in our natious
yonth, - .

So, we see thet the YCC is many things, important to the individual enrollec
as well as the whole of the Uuited States.

In my fhvee years with the Youth Conservation Corps, I have seeu it progress
from a group of 20 individuuls, to i highly efticient orgauization with earth-
shaftering aspirations and astounding accamplishments. I have seen young peo-
rise to the occasiou to meet any challenge,“éven-when suecess is not guaranteed.

I have learned to cross soeinl, eeonomie; and age barriers {6 work together for
o connnon cause, the preservation of our nation. : i

Most important, the YCC has taught me to work as a group with my own self-
interest sublimated. In our highly technical society it is very easy to slip into
it course of self-preservation. The YCC has givell me something much more im-

portant for which to work. It his made me realize how inuch: needs to be done”

amta means by which I can help.

The satisfaciion of a job well-done und making a meaningful contribution to .

a1 national effort _mnkes all the toil, sweat and frustration worthwhile.

b} ———

DrexeL Hinn, Pa., August 27, 1978.
Mr. LAwWRENCE WILLTAMS, : ]
House Office Building.
Waushington, D.C. .
Diar CONGRESSMAN ! As a recent enrollee of tihe Youth Conservation Corps
Camp at the Lamar Natienal Fish Hatchery (Lamar, Pa.) .1 am writing this
letter to tell yon what a tremendous program 1 think Y.6:C. is. -1 eagerly wel-
comed an opportnnity to spend a sunmer up in the mowntains amidst bountiful
natnral resonrees of forest :113_(1 streanm. :
The on-the-job knowledge 1 accumulated thisx siammer has made me environ-

mentilly conscions as well ns very appreciutive of the natural environment, I .

learned things which 1 value more than my high school education—how to live
with people, more understanding of the plant and animal life found in
woods and waters, know-how to better survive. in-the wilderness, skills from the
wide varicty of work projects, in addition to an awareness of the fute.of our
cnviromment and of coutnbutions I ean make to aid preservation of it. Weekend
expeditions—camping, backpuckiug, a raft trip, and visits to other Y.C.C. camps
were an stdded bonas, . )

I conld continue fo detail what a worthwhile and interesting experience the
Youth Conservaticy Zorps-as been for me . . . and the other 23 also mvolved
at Lamar, but tha 1s not the primary purpose of my letter. I strongly urge yvon

to support any legisiation that will continue and/or expaud the Y-C.G- It is a -

wondertnl opportumity for this nation’s youth to he employed in a most beneficial
Hniannger. R
The only suggestion I have is that the reerniting areas he enlarged. Thiey are
too restrictive now to allow the variety of participants whiel is necessary to
muke the program most satisfactory. (I am referring to residential camps only).
Thank youn for your time and attention. - : :
“Yours truly, . .
NaoMI E. ARoNSOX.
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