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ABSTRACT

This document investigates the extent, degrees, and
educational implications of the dogmatism of Indian teacher -
educators. The study is reported to have involved 126 teacher
educators in the state of Rajasthan who filled out the Dogmatic Scale
(E form) by Rokeach. The document discusses the scores as to general
distribution of scale scores, veteran/novice differences, educational
level differences, and differences among India, the United States,
and the Uuited Kingdom. Tables are included in the text. It is
concluded that the sample teacher educators proved to be exceedingly
dogmatic and held attitudes inconsistent with the requirements of
educational reforms implicit and inherent in the Indian democratic
constitution. This counclusion, it is stated, implies that there will
be difficvlties in improving the nation's education. (JA)
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"the of the most important aims,” write the authors of Sacandarxy
Edugation Commission Report (5), "that should consciously inspire their
(teachers) educational 1deals and techniques is that an indiﬂdual must form
his own independent judgement on all kinds of cimplicated socianl, econanie
and politiocal issues and, to a large extent decide his own course of action.”
In keeping with this democrutic Zeitgeist the teachers! colleges tried tc
shape and fashion their plane «~d programs accordingly. But all these plans
and programs hovever laudable, will be an exercise in futility unless the
teacher edusators, vho ere the key figures in guiding these programs, have

a firm belief in "an oven mind, receptive to the new ideas and not confined

within the prison walls of out-moded customs, traditions and beliefs" (5).
In the 1light of the above ocbservatlons it was the purpose of this amall
study to provide evidenc§ relating to the follawing questims:
1. What iz the extent of the deogmatism of Indian teacher =ducators?
2. Are veteran teachers educators more dogmatic than fledglings?
5. Are there significant sex diffevrenceu between teacter edusa’ors on
¢ measure of dogmatism?
4, Do teacher edusators with higher educational qualificriions differ

significantiy in the extent of dogmatiem from thos« who have lower

\ qualifications?
\;\ 5. Do Indian teacher educators differ significanily in the sxtent of thei:
\\ dogmatism from similar other groups in the United States and the
U United Kingdom?
\/ 6, What are the :h;!plicationl of the findings of this study in the field
R of teacher education in India?




Procedyre
2ample

The sample teacher sducators war2> cne hundred twenty six
belonging to the State of Rajasthan in each of the seventeen teacher
ecucation colleges of this Stete, Of the seventeen colleges three are
postgraduate, while one conducts, besides the one year programs, a four
year “eacher education program also, ‘Ihe‘other fourteen are graduate
teachers' colleges of education, Ths sample included @6 males and 20
females with & mean age of 36,62 yeare, (5.D., 7.08). These 126 38
constituted nearly 70 percent of the total nunber of tea.cher. educators
in the various teachers' colleges, Tholr sooclomeconomic status was, in
general, middle class and their educaticnal qualifications were M.A,, B.Ed, 47, \
M.A,, M,Ed,, 75; B.A,, M,Fd., 2; and B,A,, Ph,D,, 2, Their teaching experience
ranged from O-15 years and above, with a mean of 11,21 years (S.D. = 7.75).

strume

The Dogmatic Seale (E form) by Rokeach (7) was mailed to the
sta.f members of some colleges while in others it was administered by
the investigatory himself, Thikf scale consists of 40 statements concerned
with the various aspects of a subjects! beliefs ranging fram itoms related
to political beliefs to tho?o dealing with beliefs about oneself. The
subjesct rates his agreement or disagreement along a six-point ascale from
I agree very mmh to I disagree yery muah. Responses on the Scale were.
computed asccording to the diractions given by Rokeach, The total score
reflects the ovenmess or cleseness of a subjects'! belief systems,

Results

Data regarcding the reliability, means and standard deviation

of the Dogmatic Scale scores of the 1268 sampleteacher educators are

presented in Table 1,

Insert Table 1 about here
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The split-half reliability coeffisient corrested by the Spearman-Brown
Formulea for the total scale comes to .83, A
Gepera) Distribution of Seals Scores

The relevent entries in Table 1 indicate that the Dogmatiam
Seale acores range frem 116 to 225, with a mean of 181,28 and an S.D,
of 26,54, An inspection of the actwl frequency distribution shows that
a significant percentage of nearly 60 teacher edurators have scores between
176 and 2553 and 1t is only 10 percent of the teachex cducators who score
below the theoreticel mean of 140, The distribution {s markedly akewed b
in the negative direection, warranting the inference that the sample teacher
e‘ucators are, in general, located on the more dogmatic sidq of the response
contimum.
Veterap - Novice Differepces

The 27 notive teacher =ducators (vith four years and less of
training college experience ) were compared with the 60 veterans (defined
here as these with ten years and more of collesge experience )e The difference

between their mean scores (Table 2) was 4,356 which is not significent at

Insert Table 2 about here

.05 level of confidence, (t = 0,77). An 4important point to note is that the
correlations between dogmtism scores and years of experience and age were
not significant at all,
Male - Female Differences

The mean difference in the dogmatism scores of the 106 male
and 20 female teacher educators was 18.44 (Table 2 ). This difference far
exceeds the oriterion level of significancs (.05) eet up in this study
(t = 3.00). Again an importart fact to note is that the female teacher
educators as a group are more oonstricted in the range of their scores
(166-255), and in their internal variability (S.D. = 24.352) as compared
wvith the male teacher educators (range 116-2253 S.D, = 28,76).



Bucatiopal levael Differenceg

It will be reoalled that the total sample on Whom the Dogmatiem
Scals wvas administered was 126, Cnly 122 could be grouped into two distinct
oategaries: 47 M.A., / M,Sc,, B.Ed,, and 76 M.A,,M,Se,, M.Ed, The
differsnce between the Dogmotism Scale scores of the two groups is 3.88 only,
vhich 48 statistieally nonsignificant _(t = ,88). A commonsenese assumption
would warrant the faet that higher =ducation on the part of 75 M.Ed, teacher
educators would result into greatsr flexivility, open = mindednes.s and less
of Yepinionmation™, But this is not so, The only explamation that can be
offerad 1s that the diff-rense between the educational levels of the two
groups 18 only one year's study and instruetion at & toachers! colluge
level; however, further research is needed to verify the results,
Indian - U5, IE Difforences

It is clear fram Table (5) that the group mean soores of this

Insert Table 8 about here

scale was 181,85 (S,D.= 28,54), This is considerably greator than all
the sample means gathersd by Rokeach and his associates in various settings,
excepting the VA Damiciliary and the English workers, The differences
between the Indian group and the English and VA groups alone are not
pignificant (t = 1,5 and ,05, respectively), The conclusion tlat the
Irdian teasher educators group is less open minded than other samplea in
US and U K does not seem to be untenable. |
Discusaion

The Dogmatism Soale (form E) administered to the 126 teacher
educators in the State of Rajasthan, India, shows that the measures has
a sufficient reliability of this population. The total mean scores
indicate clearly that the sample teacher-educators are more dogmitic in
camparison with almost similar samples on whom the E Scale has been



@dministered except, of course, the American institutionaliszed veterans
and the English workers, Rokeach (7) aseribes this phenamenon to the fact
that "the workers and veterans, because of less education or serility or
demoralization, generally agree more vith statements presented to them."
Again the mean dogmatism score of theEnglish college students is higlsr
becauvse of the presence of e siull number of Commumniste whs score higler
than other political grours., The present sample of teacher educators
cannot belaccused® of eny "yos-saying" tendency or the presence of
Communists because borha;w.comnmnian has not made any significant inroads
in the community of the teacher educators of this country, The explanation
1ies in the fact that "most of man'é cognitive nctivity is also highly
oocial 1n. nature, depending upon smme external check against the cognition
or heliefs of others. Thinking inside the head often takes place within a
spcial systgm that can effect processes inside the head" (7). The "social
system” in ;;hich the Indian teacher educctors live and have thelr being is
tradition oriented, petrifying and authoritarian and "ideologically nearsr to
Fasolsm than realized by a few." (8). Has Garstairs (3), a VWestern
p8ychologist, with aﬁ unuswel exrerience of Indian pocisty a point when
he vwrites, that the old system puts a premimm on conformity at the expense
of rersonal initiative, the individwal achieves integration and statility
in his 1life habits by adhering tq the pattern of his enveloping society,
rather than asserting his own persomlity. In shart,cacoonsd in a sancticned
behaviour which is the domirant tmit of tradition hardly leaves for the
individual any chqfce of alternstive which is the ‘crux of opermindedness,
an inoreasing tolerance for embiguity, independence and dissent. Incidentally,
the high scores of the Dogmatiam Scale ip an authoritarian Indian culture
"may be taken as an evidence for the validity of this scale,
The veteran teacher edusators, as & group, are not exceedingly

more dogmatiec than the novice teacher edueators, This phenmenon 1s in

agreement with Rabkin's (6) eonclusions but in conflict with Soderbergh's(e)
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speculations who concluded that “"some veteran nublic school teachers are
exeeedingly dogmatic." In short, the suspicion tmi "arteries and opinions
harden pari passu® does not seem to hold much water, It 4s not ageing, perhaps
but the influence of traditionsl conservatism that affijcts the teacler
educators making them intellestwally immobile and resistenmt to change at

all age brackets, uniformily, |

The femle teacher educators are highly dogmatic than the mals
teacher oducators, primarily because they are traditionally the adjunct of man
and very seldem rebel against being so., The only distinction that society
recogniges for them 18 conformity to custom., Cormack (2) has a point: “hey
(vomen) are in fact treated just 1ike the untouchables and there is no sympathy
involved in it." Again, women ere reénired to be shy, eternally patient,
modest and meek, always ready to obay and éuffer. "A Hindu vwoman," writes
Com«raswamy (1), "is given the opportunity to realize thas exprsss herself®,
In brief, as Milton (4) said, "He for God only, shé for God in him.,” Under
these circumstances if Wemen were allowed to speculate, seek truth and evaluats
it also, it might cause a grave injury to the conscience of the society and
also endanger their seocurity.

The comparatively low dogmatiam scores of the U K and U S eamples
may be, perhavs, due to the complex technological advancement which brings
~bout a change in men's modes of thought and habit systems., Yogendra Singh
(10) observes: "in the behaviowal metrix of the individual it introduces
ratiomlity and atomism....1n the family, community & nd society it means a
hi-h sense of individualism."

There is no gainsaying tioe fact that the sample teacher educators,
by and large, are exceedingly dogmatic and hold attitudes that are

inconsistent with the requirements of the edusational reforms that seem to be

implicit and inherent in the Indian democratic constitution. If the key

figures in the training institutions themselves are close.minded and
doctrinaire what hope can ons cherish about the improvement of education



in the mtion's schools. The teacher educators have therefore to
reflect: "If the salt loseth its savour, where with shall it be
salted,”
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Table 1

Rellability, Means, and S.D, of the Dogmatism Scale

Reliability Mean s.D, Range N

«85 181,28 22,54 116-255 1286




Table 2

Summary of Means ard § Ratios Betwean Different Groups Ordered
by Length of BExperieonce, Sex andliducational Experience

N Mean t. B
Experience
O=4 years , 27 180.60
o717 Ne8,

10 yenrs and above 60 184,96
Sex
M les 06 172,08 *

. ) 3 om- . ook
Females 190,50

Educational Qualifieations*®

M.A,, B.Ed, 47 179,35

.68 DeSe
M.A., Mom. 78 185.21
* P = ,05

#% Four teacher educators couid not b8 classified in these
tvo categories,




Table 3
Dogmatic Scale Scores of Indien Teacher
Educators and Others Groups

Growp y Mean Sa0e 24

#* English Colleges 80 152.8 28.2 7.6
* Engiish Worke s 60 175,8 26,0 1.8
* Chio State U, I 22 142,8 27.6 - 6ol
* (hio State U, II 28 143,8 22,1 7.8
* Chio State U, III 21 142,8 25,85 6.9
* (o State 1, IV 29 141,53 2748 7.0
* (hio State U, V 58 141,85 23,2 91
* VA, Demioiliary 80 185,2 26,6 0.5
** T, of Washington 107 1352.2 22,8 15,3
Indian Tr. “dusators 126 181.3 28,5

# From Rokeach (1860)

** From Rebkin (Spring 1066) Jmrmal of Teacher Education pp 47-49,

+ For differencs of mean fram Indian group, At greater than 1,96 is
significant at .05 level of confidence,




