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ABSTRACT

The report to the state legislature examines the
status of culturally disadvantaged mentally gifted minors in -
California. The report is preceded by sections of the education code
which outline report requirements and criteria for identification of
the culturally disadvantaged, underachieving mentally gifted. The
report provides data on the following: number of pupils identified
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districts that maintained special or regular day classes for
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Education Code Section Containing
Requirement for This Report

““Mentally Gifted Minor,"” “Program' and
“Participatiny Pupil" Defined

6421. (a) ‘““Mentally gifted minor,’’ as used in this article,
means & minor enrolled in a public primary or secondary
school of this state who demonstrates such general intellectual
capacity as to place him within the top 2 percent of all stu-
dents having achieved his school grade throughout the state
or who is otherwise identified as having such general intellec-
tual capacity but for reasons associated with cultural disadvan-
tages has underachieved scholastically.

(b) ““Program’’ means a specinl educational program for

‘mentally gifted children, including the identification of such

children, which meets the standards cstablished pursuant to
this article and which is approved by the Supcrintendent of
Public Instruction.

(c) ‘““Participating nupil’’ means a pupil id:ntified as a
mentally gifted minor whe for a school semester or & school
year takes part in a program. .

(Added by Stats. 1961, Ch. 883; amcended by Stats, 1968,
Ch. 1339.)

Note: Stats. 1068, Ch. 1339, also contained the following provision:

Skc. 5. The Depnrtment of Fduention shalf provide to the Legislature,
on or bhefore the fifth legislative day of the 1969 Regulnr Session, a pre-
liminary report detniling the criterin to be utilized for identifying cul-
turally disadvantaged pupils pursoant to this uet.

The department shall provide the Tegislature, on or before Novembher
1, 1970, with a final report regarding pupils identified pursuant to this
act, inclnding, but not limited to:

1. The number of pupils so identified during the 1969~1970 school year.

2. The districts which provided gervices to mentally gifted but culturally
disadvantaged pupils.
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3822, Beparate Criteria for Identifying Culturally Disadvantaged,
Underachieving, Mentally Gifted Minors, A eulturally disadvantaged,
underachieving, mentally gifted minor shall be identitiedd by the vom.
mittee deseribied in Section 382 s fallows

{(a) As “eulturdly  disiolvantaged - <through  the vommittee’s
wtidy of adl availoble and pertinent evidenee of a childs lunguage,
cultural, ceonomie, or cavironmentol fondicaps that have in the past
and may in the future iterfere with s soeeess jo seliool, restriet the
develnpment of intetleetun! and erestive ability, and prevent full devel-
apment of s potential, 'Fle ceport of the conumittes shall spoecify the
disadvintage or disudvnntnges to which the pupil is subgeet, ** Cultural
disadvantage’” ahall he ddistingnistied from cubtural difference; it im-
plies u Inck of caltural background rather thun o comparison among
cultures,

'(b) As ““underachivving seholastically “'—by comparing the pu.
pil's general intellectual eapacity with this achieveinent on the basis
of all pertinent evidenee related to enlturad disadvantage, Consideration
shull be given to each of the followingr

(1) The judgnent of the rommittee, all coneurring, that
the pupil conld achieve at the upper twe pereent level were it
not for his cultural disadvantage.

(2) Test seures reventing diserepancies between general
intellectual ability und achievement,

(3) AH pertinent school records,

(e} As “"mentally gifted " —on the busis of the judgment of the
commitice that hie may be expected within u reasonable time and with
appropriate currienlar modifientions 1o perforin in school at a level
equivalent to that of the mentally gifted minors ideutified pursuant to
Seetion 3821, This judgment shall he hased npon one or more of the
followinye:

(1Y Precoviouy development and matureation in the pre.
sehool or primary perind, or andstanding seholastic accom-
phishment at any point in s sehool eareer,

(2) U'nnsual regonvecfalness in coping with respousibili-
ties, oppertunities, deprivations, problems, frustrations, ob-
stacles, Liele of steneture amd diceetion, or overly stroetured
seflinges, ' _

(D Ontstanding aebicvements skills, or ereative prod-
ueta,

(1) Seores ot or ahove the 98th pereentile on nonverhal
(perfornumee) seares ol individual intelligenee tosts approved
by the Superintendent of Pablie 1nstroetion.

(dY 1In no ense shall the minees identifild pursnant to this seetion
exeeed two pereent. of the culturally disadvantaged pupils (as defined

in Bduention Code Seetion 61321 within the sehool distriet.
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Sections of the California Administrative Code, Title 5,
Education, Which Outline Criteria to Be Used
for Identifying Culturaily Disadvantaged.
Underachieving Mentally Gifted Minors

Cnareer 2, ToeNTIFICATION OF MiuNTALLY QIFTED MiNors
DETAILED ANALYSBIS -

Seption Neetion

$520, Respansihidity and Proeedure d822, Seqarnte Ceiteria for Tdentify
fosr fdentifiention e idtueally  Llisadvantaged,

IRLE, Lovidenee to dae Rtydied, Fixeept Paderaehiovime, Mentally Qilted
lor  Colturnlly  Disadvantnged Miners

Understchivving Phupils .

3820, Responsibility and Procedure for Identification. ‘F'he re-
sponsibility for the jdentification of ¢ pupil a< o omentally gifted minor
for wham speeial nllowanees may be puaid under the provisions of Biu-
eation Code Section GL2G Chercina b volled S meadally gifted minor™)
shadl rest withe the administeative iead of the sehood distriet or an em-
ployec of the district designated by bim, The wlentifieation shall be
based npon a developmental ease stady made by o identification and
placement committee Cheveinalter called “the eommittee®’) of adl por-
tinent evidenee us to a pupil’s general intellectnal gl seholastie
enpracity  (ineluding bt not limiterd 1o o campleted sercening and
nominafing form and o psyeholerists’s summnary snd ovisloation), The
committee shall cousist of the selbool principal, o elassenom  teacher
familine with the selowml worl of the pupil, a eredentinled sehaol psy-
chologist, and any other person or persons designated by (he distriet
employee responsible for making the identitication.

History: 1. New Chapler 2 (Sections 3R20-34822) flled 6-20-00; eflective thir-

tirth day therenfter (Iteginter G, No. 20),

3821. Evidence to Be Studied, Except for Culturally Disadvan-
taged, Underachieving Pupils, Fxeopt for ealturnily disadvantaged,
undernchieving pupils deseribed in Seetion 3822 among the items of
evidener studied by the committes shall be evidenee doseribed in either
(a), (h), or (e):

() A geore nt or ahove the 98th pereentile an a full seale indi-
vidual inteltigence test approved by the Superintendent, of Publie In-
struction and  administered to the pupil by a person quatified to
admimster individual stellienee tests, e norm to he nsed for the
score is the norm for children of the sime age as the papil tested,

{(b) T'or & pupil in grades soven throwgh twelve, a seore at or
above the 98th pereentile in cach of two tests chosen from a list of tests
approved for the purpose by the State Board of Tdaeation and admin.
istered by a qualificd person to the pupil while he was enrolled in
grade 7 or above and within 24 months of the date of identifieation.
The two required tests are:

(1) A standardized Full-seale groap test of mental ability.
(2) A sturdardized tesh of one of the fullowing .

(A) Rending aehievoment,

(B) Arithmetic aeliivvoment,

{C) Seiepee aehivvement,

(D) Soevianl seiener achicvement,

(¢) The judgments of tenchers, psycholoprists, and administrators
and supervisors who ave familine with the demonstrated ability or po-
tentind of the minors, In any given distriet not move than five () per-
cent of the pupily identified nnder Neetion 3821 as mentally gifted
minars shall be identiled on siueh judaments alone,
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Report to the Legislature on Mentally Gifted
but Culturally Disadvantaged Pupils:

In this report to the Legislature, the California State Department of
Education provides data on the following:

1. Number of pupils identified during the 1969-70 school year as
culturally disadvantaged, underachieving mentally gifted minors

2. School districts that maintained,during the 1969-70 school year,
special day (minimum school day) or regular day classes for
culturally disadvantaged, underachieving mentally gifted minors

3. Projections of the number of culturally disadvantaged, under-
achieving mentally gifted minors who will be (1) identified and
(2) enrolled in special day and regular day classes duri);.ng the
1970-71 school year '

Identification of Pupils

During the 1969-70 school year, 408 pupils were identified by California
school districts as culturally disadvantaged, underachieving meritally gifted
minors. These pupils were identified according to the proviisionfs of the
California Administrative Code, Title 5, Education, Section 3822; (See

Table 1 for a breakdown by school district of the number of pupils who were
identified.) . ‘

:

Participation of School Districts

In the 1969-"10 school year, 37 California school districts enrolled 1, 730
culturally disadvantaged, underachieving mentally gifted minors i§1 special
day and regular day classes. {See Table 1.) §

Projections of School District Participation &,
Department projections of school district participation in programs for
culturally disadvantaged, underachieving mentally gifted minors aye based
on information submitted by the districts on prior program approv.{al forms.
Using this information, the Department projects a 354 percent incxease in
'school district participation in these programs during the 1970-71 ischool
year. Of the 244 school districts that submitted prior prcgram approval
application forms, 135, or 55.33 percent, stated that they planned to conduct

classes for culturally disadvantaged, underachieving mentally gifted minors
in the 1970-71 school year.



Projections of Pupil Identification and Enrollment

A breakdown of the projected identification and enrollment of culturally
disadvantaged, underachieving mentally gifted minors during the 1970-71
schoo) year follows:

Identification

A total of 4,540 culturally disadvantaged, uhderachieving mentally gifted
minors will be identified.

Culturally disadvantaged, underachieving mentally gifted minors identified
during the year (4, 540) will comprise 3 percent of all pupils identified
as mentally gifted minors (131, 412),

Enrollment

A total of 3,951 pupils identified as culturally disadvantaged, underachieving
mentally gifted minors will be enrolled in programs.

Culturally disadvantaged, underachieving mentally gifted minors enrolled in
programs (3, 951) will comprise 3 percent of all mentally gifted minors.
enrolled in programs (126, 872).

Culturally disadvantaged, underachieving mentally gifted minors enrolled in
programs (3, 951) will comprise 87 percent of pupils identified as culturally
disadvantaged, underachieving mentally gifted minors (4, 540).

Other mentally gifted minors in programs (120, 417) will comprise 95 percent
of those identified as mentally gifted minors {126, 872) other than those
identified as culturally disadvantaged and underachieving,

A total of 4,480 culturally disadvantaged, underachieving mentally gifted
minors will be permitted to enroll in- pograms for the mentally gifted
according to the provisions of the California Administrative Code, Title 5,
Education, Section 3822(d).



TABLE I

Number of Mentally Gifted Minors in School Districts Which ldentified
Mentally Gifted but Culturally Disadvantaged Pupils and

that Maintained Programs in 1969-70

COUNTY
School district

ALAMEDA
Livermore Valley Joint
Unified
Oakland City Unified

CONTRA COSTA
Richmond Unified

FRESNO
Clovis Unified
Fowler Unified
Fresno City Unified

KINGS
Hanford Elementary

1.OS ANGELES
Culver City Unified
Little Lake City

Elementary

Long Beach Unified
Los Angeles Unified
l.os Nietos Elementary
Monrovia Unified
Pomona Unified
Rowland Elementary

MERCED |
Merced City Elementary

ORANGE
Fullerton Joint Union High

Number of culturally
disadvantaged, under-
achieving mentally
gifted pupils

Number of other
mentally gifted

Identified* Enrolled.;n ‘minors enrolled
3 3 391
110 76 1, 361
16 2,046
5 201
1 22
30 15 80
13
9 ) 9 585
2 63
180 2,920
129 135 16, 449
2 15
41 192
29 541
21 273
17 5 115
4 77



TABLE I (Continued)

Number of culturally
disadvantaged, under-
achieving mentally
gifted pupils

Number of other

COUNTY — mentally gifted

School district Identified* | Enrolled* | minors enrolled
PLACER

Auburn Union Elementary 1 23
RIVERSIDE .

Coachella Valley Joint ‘

Union High 6 39

SACRAMENTO

Rio Linda Union Elementary 19 19 373
SAN DIEGO

Encinitas Union Elem2ntary 2 27

La Mesa-Spring Valley City

Elementary 795

Sweetwater Union High 4 4 780
SAN JOAQUIN

Lodi Unified 1 2 82
SAN MATEO

South San Francisco Unified 39
SANTA BARBARA

Santa Barbara City Elementary 6 6 146

Santa Barbara City High 8 307
SANTA CLARA

Alum Rock Union Elementary 18 166

Campbell Union High 1 2 429

Moreland Elementary 2

Mt. Pleasant Elementary 15 75

San Jose Unified 21 21 1,228

Sunnyvale Elementary 17 418



TABLE 1 (Continued)
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Number of culturally
disadvantaged, under-

achieving mentally Number of other

COUNTY __gifted pupils mentally gifted
School district Identified* Enrolled* | minors enrolled

STANISLAUS
Modesto City Elementary 6 6 334
Modesto City High 9 9 174
Salida Union Elementary 1

VENTURA

Ojai Unified 51 27

*Discrepancies between the number of culturally disadvantaged, under-
achieving mentally gifted minors identified by school districts in the 1969-70
school year and the number actually enrolled in that year are explained as
follows:

1. Some pupils had been identified but were not yet enrolled in programs.

2, Some students enrolled in programs had been identified before the
1969-70 school year.

Q 5 LR70-2 1.71 50




