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A TYPOLOGY FOR IZARMING/ TEACHING ABOUT NATIVEXAMERICAN/AMERICAN INDIAN
SOCIAL NOVEMEMTS (Abstract) ‘
A, Xay Clifton

A typology of American Indian social movements is presented.
The tyoology is baszd on two dimensions of the idenlogy of
each movement. Cno of these dimensions is the time rersvective
of the movement, kased on its handling of time and change. Native
American and American Indian movemente are distinguised according
to whether they emphasiss a prasent time perspective, past time
perspective, futuwre tin: perspective, or a breadth of time
perspactive. Movemants are alsc distinguished by their accul-
turative stance, their attitude toward the dominant, while
culture. Threz acculturative stances are identified+ counter-
accultorative, adaptive, articulatory. A typolegy is constructed
by cross~-classiiying these two dimensions.

With the aid of the typelogy, historical and contemporary
American Indian social movements are listed, categorised and
discussed briefly. An extensive bibliography adcomparieseach -
category of social movementse



A TYPOLOGY AND SOURCES FOR LEARNING/TEACHING ABOUT
NATIVE AMERICAN/AMERICAN INDIAN SOCIAL MOYEMENTS

Introduction

Soclal movement concepts contribute a necessary, and for the most part
heretofore neglected, perspective to American Indlan relligious and political
behavior. They are Important because, since European migration to the North
American contlinent, much Natlve Amerlcan pollitical behavlor has been and Is
currently group, tribal and Intertribal protest of the effects of thls migra=
tion on Natlve culture, personality and soclal systems. Soclal movement

concepts also put Into perspective several indlviduallzed solutlons such as

alcoholism, ldentifled by Wallace' as substlitutes for and sometimes precon-

ditlons for réllglous and polltical socla! movements.

Protests must first be understood from within. And soclal movement
concepts, as compared wlth for Instance devlancy or so;lal problem concepts,
emphaslze non-dominant behavior from the perspectlve of the people beling
studled. Gusfleld2 stresses the fundamentainess of an Indigenous perspective
while discussing Mannheim's con?ribuflons: |

Mannhelm ...polnts to the tremendous Importance of
ldeologlical analyslis If one Is to understand how 1t Is
that a glven set of people may reject what seems to
others to be seif-evident. Only then, by seelng ldeas
in terms of the socla! situation of the bellevers, In
thelr paradigm of experlence, can we adequately under=-
stand the meanings In which they are set.

I+ Is this phenomenon of the inabllity of one group
to grasp the Intellectual signiflcance and tegltimacy of
another which makes the analysis of ldeology so essentlal
for the soclologlist. It Is essentlial because wlthout
understanding the experlence from which the Ideology has
emergod, the student cannot see Its piausabllity to +he
actors,
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Teaching or learning abouf.soclal movements must also emphaslze Ideology
to compensate for the mass medla emphasis on tactics. Through the mass media
most cltlzens know the tactics of movements, but they seem not only Implaus=
ibie but even blzarre and frightening, In part because clitlzens have Ilfflel

“acqualntance with the accompanylng ldeology. Indeed, Ideology Is Inconcelv=
able because stereotypes (stupidity, Irratlonallity, savagery) of the categorles
of people In soclal mocvements, whether Blacks, Chicanos, Indlans or women,
preclude the exlstence of ldeological creativlty among them,

.. An historical perspective }s |ikewlse necessary for fwo-lmporfanf‘reasons;~
The protests are not new but Instead have been conflnulng,lln one form or an=-
other, since It became evident that the newly arrived Europeéns Intended to
take over, Forbes® emphasizes thils In an article which questions the valldlty
of labeling today's protests "New Indlan Reslstance." The Indlan revoit Is
the persistence of struggles that began agalnst the first Spanish and English
settlers In the 1500's. The cycles of protest and reslistance changed In form,
as a consequence of Indlan/White expertences and as the general soclal envi-
ronment changed., The current forms of Indlan protest have historical preée-
dents and have been partly shaped by some palnful lessons derived from past
conflicts with members of the dominant soclety.

An understanding of chrenf Indlan protests Includes this hlstorical
perspective, one with which however, most descendents of New Amerlcans are
unfamillar. Many people today wonder why the Indians are Just beginning to
protest, "after belng pusheu around for hundreds of Years," as one of my
students exclalmed. The problem Is not why the protests now, but why the
domlnant-learned perspective Is nalve atout non-dominant hlstorical experi=
encas, Bacause the polltical hlstory of Natlve Americans/Amerlcan. Indlans

contalns many kinds of protests,
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The typology below which cross-classlfles *wgllmporfanf dImensions of
the Ideology of cultural protest movements, tIme perspective and acculturative
stance, Is a qgﬁEZthqggy‘efforT to categorlize for furfherbsfudy the varlety
of historical and current Natlve Amerlcan and Amerlican Indlan soclal move=
ments. | present such a scheme and categorlzatlion with the intention of
Inviting criticism, because meaningful criticism presumes that more people
are studylng these soclal movements, The footnotes are beglnning sources.
" However, the relevant |iterature Is prollferating and one of the most valuable,
.continuing. sources Is the Amerlcan Indlan Histerlcal Soclefy,é its.publlca=

tlons, meetinas, revliews, and evaluatlions of other sources.

Change Orlentatlon, Time Perspective and Acculturatlive Stance
as Important DImenslons of Soclal Mavement ldeoloqglies

Chznge ang Deflinltions of Soclal Movements

The study of scclal movements belongs In that part of the soclal psycho=
loglcal domaln which fccuses on change rather than stablility of cultural,
personal and soclal systems. More precisely, soclal movements are Intended
réfher than unlntended chanqe, that which Blumer> identlfles as speciflc
soclal movements as compared with cultural drift and general soclal movements,
Although soctal movements are thus Indigenously deflned, Turner® emphas|zes
that thls should not prevent the enriching anqusls of unintended outcomes
due to Internal and external tenslons and confllcts,

Most definltlons ot soclal moverents reflect Intentional collective In=
volvement with change. Those by Blumer,'CameEon, Gusfleld, King, MclLaughton

7 denote actlon to promote change and Include dissatlisfaction with

and Toch
the status quo and consequent deslr2 to construc, a new future. However, It
Is the study of Natlve American/American Indlan protest actlons which 1llus~

8
trates the value of Turner and Kllllan's broader deflnltlion which Includes
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both promotlon of and resistance to change. The latter reactlon Involves fear
of the group's antlclipated future but relative satisfaction with Its past/

present and subsequent desire to preserve Ift,

Change and Time Perspective In the ldeology of Social Movements

.

Soclal systen membars which confront and protest change must display at
least an Impllcit time perspective. Both Elumer and Gusf!eld9 Indicate that
the ldeology of a social movement consists In part of descriptions and analysis
of the pragenf as well as vlslon%'and predictions of the future. Thus Ideclogy

contalns bellief statements avout the exlstence, charactorlstics and causes of

past, present and future soclal obJects and events. |1t also contalins values,

statements of deslrable soclal objects and events, which the movement translates
Into present actlon toward the ful flliment of future goals.

The varied use of the thres time directlons In the constructlion of ideo-~
logy glves soclial mcvements diverse propensities in strategy. 1In my Ph.D. |
TheslslO | suggest that soclal movement ideologies dispiay cne of four time
perspectives, Three time perspectivas are uuldirccf&onal: present, past
and future, Each of these |s characterized by enthusiastic and practlically
exclusive commitment fo defense of (In the case of the present), reconstruce
tion of (In the case of the pust) or preparatlon fer (In the case of the future)
c llte tc be found almost excluslvely In the specifled time dlrection, Talmonl
reccgnizas the lattar as the millennial dream. The fourth time perspuctive
Is a mulfl-d!recf!onal, breadtn of tima perspactive which reflects cognlzance
of the group's past end present, Its future alternatives, and the possible
éonnecflons anong these time dlrections.

| wlll use time perspective as one dImenslon In the constructlon of a.

typology of Natlve American/American Indlan soclal movements. Each soclal
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movement organizationwill be classified as displaying either a 1)
present time perspective, 2) a past time perspective, 3) a future

time perspective, or 4) a breadth of time perspective.

Change and Acculturative Stance in Social lovement Ideologies

Since an important change-triggering event in Native American
history is the intrusion of their culture by another, the ideologies
usually express an acculturative stance. Several categorizations
of acculturative stance exist, mostly by anthropologists such as be

12

Aberle, Ash, Lantannairi, Linton, Lurle, Voget and Wallace. These

typologies are presumably unidimeﬁsional, although defihitfons"and ill-
ustrations often include time references. The typology presented
below is constructed by separating and cross-classifying these di-
mens i-ons.

Lingon (1943) first identified these movements, labeled them na-
tivistic and defined them as attempts to revive or perpetuate cul-

tural aspects, with a stréng emphasis on elimination of alien customs,

material and people. Voget (1956) further subdivides nativism into

‘three forms, one of which is dynamic nativism, which is adamently

contra-acculturative to the extent of open warfare, and seeks a

return to traditional cultural patterns. Lantannairi (1363) iden-

tifies two phases of religious movements anong North American In-

dians, the first of which is hostile tovard Whites: it seeks to save

the culture by rejecting White civilization and recovering and re-
novating\Nhat is indigenous. Ash (1971) while discussing Native Amr
erican social mévements identifies three phaﬁes of movements associa-

ted with Western imperialistic conquering of peoples. The first of these

is armed opposition in defense of present conditions.

Each of the above identifies an aggressively hostile attitude
toward White civilization and any internal cultural change as a re-

sult of contact or
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assimiiation. | wlil leble this attitude counter acculturative, partly tecause

it has theoretlcal and emplrical parallels wlth current counterculture move~
nents,

Voget's (1956) second form of natlvistic movements are called passive
natlvism, a transltlonal-adaptive form which 18 often soclally unorganlzed
and often accompanled by personal diserganizaticn, Wallace (1956) lIdentlifles
simllar ectivitles as a period of cultural distortlon, and ldentifles vital-
Istic movements as those which emphasize Importation ot some allen elements
Into the culture. Lantannairi's (1963) second phase of rellglous movements
seeks adaptation to White clvillzaflon wlthout renouncling religlous Indepen«
dence,

Ash's (1971) second phase Includes non=political, quasli=rellgious move-
ments which attempt a revitallzation of Individuals and culture, whille col=-
lectively worklng through the shock of conquest.

Following Lantannairl and Voget, | will iabel these types of soclal
movements |deologles adaptive. These ldeologles recognize continulng White
existence, and for the most part, greater amed strength and/or wiilingness
to engage In suppression. There are possibly three reactions to this, and
the ¢irst two do not result in social movements. One Is adoption cf domlmant
definitions or culture: acquiescing or possibly even passing. The second
one Is passive adaptation, which often results In qulet protest which Is
taken out on oneself and one's cdmfade. The third is actlive adaptation, which
attempts preservation or reconstruction of the culture within limits permitted
by the dominants.

Voget's (1956) tast phase Is retormailive nativism, characterlized by more
reallstic assessment of the present sltuation and goals, Influenced by an ap=~
pralsal of past experlences. Cuitural purism Is no longer sought, but Instead

selective borrowing is accompanied with modlflcation and synthesis. Ash (1971)



identitlas a third phase as political movemaents of natlonal liberation, Many
others, inclyding Hertzbery, Pslorie, Thonas, Wax and Nltf'3 Identify simllar
activities as Pan~Indlanism, American Indlan nationallsm or even Red i swer,

However, |t is from Lurie' that | draw the label articulatory, which

‘denotes relatlve Culfurai distinctiveness among Native Americans, comblned
with selective social and especially political éoordlnaflon among Native
Amarican tribes In order to participate In and Influence dominant social
siructures. 1t is partly jmade possibie by the abandonment of the meiting pot
approach In the dominant §ociefy and its replacement w#ith more pluraiistic¢
1Tronds.

Thus, the typology wlll consist of.fhree acculturative stances, counter=-
acculturatlive, adaptive and artlculatory to be cross=classlfled with four
1ime perspectives: present, past, future and breadth of time perspective. |
suggest that soclal movements classlfled in each category display certaln Im=-
portant ldeo!oglcal slmllarlfleé. The more arduous task of evaluating the

frultfulness of this Typologlcal scheme awalts further Investigation.

Counter Acculturatlive
R

Counter~Acculturative with Present Time Perspective

Where Natlves were encountered by Europeans they were offered “civillza-
tlon.," At first they not only rejected most, except material European culture,
but they viewed thelr own herltage as superior and Europeans as lnqdequafe for
survival on the land. Hagan (1961, p.ll) reports an Indian response upon belng
offered college educations for the young men of the tribe.

A spokesman decllined, explaining that thelr young men who had
been exposed to the White man's education had returned bad
runners, lgnorant of wood craft, susceptible to cold and hunger,
"nelther fl+ for hunters, warriors, nor counsellors." He did

otfer to make men of any Virginla youths sent to the Indians
for Instruction, '
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As offers turned to Intruslon and coerclon, they began as early as 1539
In the Southwest, 1607 In Virginia and 1636 In New England to resist encroache
ment. These wars of resistance contirued until 1915, over 350 years. Although
some lasted but parts of years and others Involved a generatlon, It thus took
us cumulatively one~and=one-=half times more years to wrest most of the land
away from the Native natlons (350) than the number of years of the exlstence
of this natlon (almost 200).

The organlzation In these wars wasoften temporary. Even when the suc-
cessful wars were completad, most Indlians disbanded to contlnue seasonal. ac-
tivitles. Most were not famlllar with what we now recognlze as "manlfest
destiny,”" the ldeology which justlflied and persistentiy propelied the lInvaders.
Ultimately, If nothing else conquered the natlves, lnundaflhg numbers of
people and the dlseases they spread did,

Even so, thls take over was not without great monetary cost. So commltted
to defense of thelr culture and territory were the Indlans, and so hungry for
land were the Europeans that the new natlon's pollicy pad become riddance of
the Natlves. By 1870, It is estImated to have cost the United States govern-
ment about one bllllon dollars for each exterminated indlan.

Brandon (1961, p. 318) summarlzes the causes of these wars of resistance:

The [plains] wars were founded on very much the same elements

as In the Indians wars that had gone before. At the bottom there

was pressure for property-time after time agreements on reservations

woere upsef by mining, railroad or land~speculation interests that

were able to bring sufficient Influence to bear on the governments.

Orders went out to persuade Yhe Indians to accept revised treuties

and revised reservations., The Indians often had to be persuaded by

force. ...General Gaorge Crook, the most experienced of wesiarn

Indlan-flghters, summed up this precess: "Greed and avarlce on the

part of the Whites-In other words, tha almighty dollar, Is at the

bottom of nine=tenths ot all our Indlan troubles."

Brandon also discusses subsldlary causes: dlssident tribal bands who

dlidn't accept treatlies, renegade warrlors, uncontrollable Whites such as boot=
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leggers, traders, prospectors, animal and Indlan hunters, and the disappearance
of buttalo. Indlans also recognlzed the same causes as |llustrated In the
words of Blackhawk:

He (Blackhawk) has fought for his countrymen, the sguaws and
papooses, against Whlte men who came, year after year, tc cheat them
and take awey thelr land. You know the cause of cur naking war. It
Is known to all White men., They ought to be ashamed of it+. The White
men desplise the Indlans, and drive them from thelr homes. But the
Indlans are not deceitful. The White men speak ba. of the Indian, and
look at him spltefully, But the Indlan dcus not tell llesy Indlans
do not steal,

v An Indlan who Is as bad as the White wan could not live In our
natlon; he would be put to death, and eat up by the wolves. The White
men are bad school-masters; they carry false looks, and dezl In false
actlons; they smile In the face of the poor Indlan to cheat him; they
shake them by the hand to g&.n thelr confldence, to make them drunk,
to decelve them, and ruin our wives. We told them to let us alone; but
they followed on and beset our paths, and they coiled themselves among
us |lke the snake. They polsened us by thelr touch. \le were not safe.
We lived In danger. We were becoming !ike them, hypocrites and |lars,
adulterers, lazy drones, atl talkers and no workers,
+..Things were growing worse. There were no deer in the forest. The
opposum and beaver were fled; the springs were drying up, and our squaws
and papooses without victuals to keep them from starving; we called a
great counci! and bullt a large fire. The splrit of our fathers arose
and spoke to us to avenge our wrongs or dle. (Witt and Steinsr pp. 10=11)

These wars are listed In regional and chronological order In Figure |1.

Figure |i: MNATIVE AMERICAN FRONTIER WARS

NORTHEAST

1636=1637: Pequot wars agalnst Massachusetts Bay Puritens

1643: Wappinger agalnst Dutch in New York

1643-1644: Lower Hudson Delawareians

1672-1676 King Phillips (Metacom) War. Wampanoag and Narraganset In
Massachuset+ts

1680's<1690's Iroquls against French In New York

1763=1767: Delawares In alliance under Pontlac agalnsf English In Pennsylvania
(PAST)

1775=-1783: Most lroquols (Mohawk, Onondaga, Coyuga, Seneca) under leadsrship
of Chlef Joseph Brant side with British agalnst American
Revolutionarles




1607=1610
1622=1636,
1644:
1701=17132
1715=17283
1729=1730"s:

1736~17532
1813=1814;
1836

1817«1818:
1835=1842;
18551858

1770%s=1794:

1811=1815:

1832:

1854=-1864:

1862=1865=
18681

i870's=-18771

1539=1540:
1650«1680:
1680:
1692=1696:
17813
1836=18753
1849=1851;
185818641
1850-1880:
18507s-1871:
1876-1886:
18793
1870%'s:
1915:

SOUTHEAST

Powhatan Confederacy War agalnst English In Virginla, latter two
led by Opechancanough

Tuscarora War against E nglish In Virginla and North Carolina

Yamasee War: Carollina coastal tribes against Engllsh

Natchez War, Involving Yazoo and some Chocktaw, in Loulslana
and along Misslissippl River against French.

Chickasaw In -five wars against French along Mississippl River

Creek Confederacy War agalnst Jackson-led English In Alabama,

Some Creeks under Emathla, flght to reslist removal.

First Seminole War in Georgla and Northern Florlda

Second Seminole War, led by Osceola in Florida.

Third Semlnole War In Southern Florida under leadership of
Billy Bowlegs.

MIDWEST (OLD HORTHWEST)

Indian Wars under leadership of Little Turtle of Old Northwest,
Including Miaml and several other tribes.

Tecumseh's confederacy (tribes from Florida to upper Missour!
River) war to hold Indian border at Ohlo River and ally with
British Is War of 1812,

Black Hawk War to resist removing Sauk and Fox across Missis=
slppl River,

PLAINS

Beginning of Plalns Indlan Wars: Sloux and Cheyenne agalnst
cavalry In Kansas and Wyoming at Fort Laramie till Sand
Creek massacre of Cheyenne.

Sioux, In Minnesota wlth Little Crow and on the Plains with
Red Cloud.
Sloux and Cheyenne under Sltting Buil, Gall and Crazy Horse.

SOU THWEST

Zunl's agalnst Spanlsh

Apaches and Pueblos agalnst Spanish
Pueblo revoit with Pope agalnst Spanlsh
Commanche's against Spanish in Texas
Yuma agalnst Spanish In California
Commanche's versus Taxans.

Navahoes in Mew Mexlco

California Indian "wWars"

Apaches under Red Sleeves and Cochise

Apaches resist removal under Victorio, Geronimo and Nana
Utes In Colorado

Bannocks In ldaho

Ute War
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NORTHWEST
1897«1850: Cayuse War in Oregon
1853=1856¢ Rogue Rlver Indians In Southern Oregon
1855=1858: Yakime and other Northwest tribes In Oregon and Washlngton
1872=1873: Modocs with Kintpush In Oregon and Callfornla.
1877: Nez Perce with Chief Joseph In Nevada, Wyoming, and Montana.

Most authoritlies agree that after the apparent fallure of milltary defense
of thelr land, the nature ef Indian resistance movements changed. In the face
of tre defeat of previously proud awd victorlous warriors and decimation by
disease, Indlan falth In thelr own natural powers was problematic. Still de=
termined to preserve what remained, indlian peoples began'fo turn to leaders
who recelived and/or constructed belief and value systems which explained and
sometimes buttressed natural events wlth supernatural forces.

This engagement of supernatural forces combined with time perspective to
produce two more types of counter-acculturative protests and later three types
of adaptive movements. As tribes and intertribal coalitions resisted further
encroachment and its effects, this froquently took the form of internalliy=
orlented movements, Intended to promote personal and soclal as well as cultural
revitallzation. Occaslonally these ideologles, when combined with a counter-
acculturatlve stance and frustration, stimuiated externally=oriented, aggres=
sive responses,

These movements were simultaneousiy battling unwanted change Imposed from
without and promoting change wlthin. I+ Is the internally-oriented aspect
which continues Into the adaptive phase, sometimes with the same leaders who
were originally foliowers but adapt the ldeology to the new conditions. The
Ideologles emphasize a rememberad past, an envisloned future anﬁ sometimes a
comblnatlon, as alternatives to a dlsintegrating present. Some of the ldeologles
of the Internally=-oriented movements have become Instltutlionallized and exist as

rellglous practices among tribes today.
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Counter=-Acculturative with Past Time Perspecﬂve|6

Among tribes In several reglons, the ideology which appealed next was one
which relled on the past to provide solutions., Leaders arose who attributed
the downtfall of the Indlan to thelr desertlon ot tradltlons, A Delaware pro=
phet, the Shawnee prophet Tenskwatawa, and Smohalla, the chlef of the Wanapum
In Washington preached doctrines of rejection of White ways and the personal
and soclal corruptions of tribespeople, as well as a return to traditional
native customs, Only adherence to past traditions would alve them strength
to be victorlous over the Whlte invaders. These ldeologles also stressed
tribal cobeslveness (Indicating what a probiem It had become) and promoted
Intertribal coordination.

These Ideclogles helped spur armed expeditions by respactively the
Algonklan, Pontiac In 1792, the Shawnee, Tecumsah fn 1811, and Chlef Joseph
of the Nez Perces In 1877, Although each ended In defeat, therl plans and
actlons displayed wunusual politlcal and/or miilitary expertise. Both Pontlac
and Tecumseh had organized extensive confederacles among Indlans east of the
Mlsslsslppi River,

The esteem with which these leaders are held, not only among thelr own
people, but among thelr enemles a§ well is related by Harrison, Tecumseh's
pursuer:

(Tocumseh) has taken for hig model the celebrated Ponttac, and

| am persuaded he wlil bear a favorable comparison in every respect
“with that far-famed warrior.
The Implicit obedlence and respect which the followers of Tecumseh
pay him Is really astonishing, and more than any other clircumstance
bespeaks him one of those uncommon genluses which spring up occa~
slonally to produce revolutions and overturn the establlished order
of things, If it were not for the vicinity of the Unltod Stutes,
he would perhaps be the founder of an emplre that would rival iIn
glory Mexlico or Peru, No difficulties deter him, For four years
he has been In constant metion... and wherever he goes he makes an
Impresslon favorable to his purposes. (Drake, as quoted In Mooney
pp. 686~682,) .



Countur=Acculturative With Future Time Persoecflve|7

During the last decades of the 1800's the indlans wast of the Misslssippl
ware on, but not reconciled to reservations. Many traditlions could not be
practiced, let 8lone relied upon to provide solutions To group and indivlidual
problems, Poverty and oppresslon undermined thelr previous falth In thelr
earthly treditional powers., They Too became receptive to supernatural asslst-
ance In the struggle to resist White enculturation,

Howeve?, +he time perspective In the Ghost Pance ldeology and its varl=
ants differs from that In previous prophetic pronouncements. Rather than re- .
llance on the past for strength, the Ghost Dance, although I+ contalned tra-
ditlonal elements, emphaslzed messlanic rellance on fyture cataclysmic events
to rld the world of Whites as well as resurrect Indlan ancesters and regen=
erate thelr culture, Indians could hasten this event primarlly through In-
volvement In ceremonial danclng. Tha falth In the coming of this event Included
& heavy rellance on maglc; many believed they were Invulneratls to White bullets,

The major prophats of the Ghost Dance wefe wodziwéb, a Paviotsos of
Nevada and Californla, who orlginated the first wave in 1870, and Wovoka, a
Palute, who dlffused the Ghost Dance In the earlf 1890's, Many prophets
arose to help Integrate the bellefs and practices Into thelr own tribal tradi-
t+ions and White~-Induced experlences. Some varlant thus spread among most
tribes west of the Misslssippl. One set of these varlants deemphas!zed fhe'
return of the dead and Instead planned for the future cataclysmic events
(Earth Lodge) or changad the future natural catastrophe to reliance on an
afteriife as a rewafd (Bejo Maru).

The wldespread roceptiveness to this sat of bellefs and practices Is

Intrigulng. Mooney (1896, p. 704) states that:



Varlous other prophets of more or less local celubrity have

arisen from time to time among the tribes, and the resurractlion of

the dasd and the return fo olden things have usually figured pro=

minently In thelr prophecles. In fact, thls ldea has probably boen

the day dream of every Indlan medlclne man since the Whites flrst

landad In Amerlca,
Wallace (p, vIll In Mooney, 1965) nowever, Ind Icates that later resoarch,
finds that the bellef In the return of the dead encouraged by dances, probably
predated White arrlval, It Is thls tradition which was thus emphasized and
elaborated upon by the bellef In a future cataclysmic event.

The counter-acculturative dimenslon of the Ghost Dance was recognized by
White authoritles, as glven evidence by the fact that mnst prophets were

Jalled and followers were persecuted. The most familiar of those Incldents Is

the massacre of the Sloux at Wounded Knee In 1890,

Adaptive Acculturative Stance

8
Adaptlive Acculturative Stance wlth Present Time Perspec?lve|

As the take over by Whites, or the fallure of counter-acculturative pro-
tests ware reallzed, one reactlon was what Wallace labels regressive innova=-
tlons; alcoholism, passivity, amblvalent dependency, self derogation. Whlle
these are usually studied as soclal problems or Indlvidual deviances, scholars
are beginning as Wallace dld, o recognize a protest perspective to them.,

They are viewed 88 socially disorganlized sybstitutes for or early phases of
potential social movements among.culfurally distorted peoples.

The first full statemont of this hypothesls Is by N.O. Lurle. She labels
North American Indlan drinking patterns, the world's oldest on=goling protest
demunstration, Her hypothosis Is

.ssthat Indlan peopte want to persist and succeed on thelr own
terms as Indians, whlle at the same time borrowinq freely trom
the materlal aspects of White culture.... Indlan drinking Is an
established means of asserting and valldating Indlanness and
wil! be elther 2 managed and culturally patterned recreatlonal

actlvity or else not engaged In at all In direct proportion to
the avallabllity of other effectlve means of validating Indianness.
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Lurle and others, such as Delcri@indicete that Indlans dld and are Increasingly
findling alternative ways to exprass protcst and Indlanness, The best evldencs
that Indlans themse!ves negatively evaluated these Individuallized solutlons Is
in the tdeology of the many relliglous and polltio-religlous movements that ara
the toplc of thls peper. MLST ldeologles contain statements condemning such
practicas and admonlshing bjllevers to give them up and Instead pursue soclal
salutions, |

Two such rellglous movements which offer Immediate supernatural helq with
pressnt clrcumstances are Peyotlsm and Shakerism. While both contaln elements
of mlllenlal galvation, It Is the Immediate protecticn from dlsintegration
which Is emphastized. Both turn away from the past, although In fact bulld on
I+, and both accept adjustment to White culture, as< long as rellglous {ndepen=
dence Is Insured. Most Importantly both provide bellevers wilth sources of
pewer and scclal suppcrt to help hes!l Indlvidual physical and psychlical
diseases. Through these practlices tribal and indian cultural and soclal
systems would be regenerated. Indlicative of the sevarity anc duration cf
the prohlems, cults with similar healing emphasis continued to eﬁerge even In

the twentieth century. _(Dekngeto and Freeland.)

Adaptive Acculturative Stance with Past Time Perspecflve'g

Kanakuk, among the Klckapocs of lilinuls, ihe doctrinal successor of Ten-
skwatawa and the Delaware prophet, preacted to hls people to glve up thelr
vices and live paaceful *raditional lives, to resist misslonary and clvilizing
Influences. Hls visions f?ld him to reiay that if they would do so, they would
be allowsd to tive on fhel? orlginal land (t1linols) for many years unfl[ they
would find an uncontested plece of land In whlch fhey could llve In peace. Si-
multaneousiy Kénakuk ffavelea and talked to United States aufhorifles to galn

more time for his people before.belng relocated,



The dream dance of the Menoniml Is a reinstatement of pagan religlious

ffadlflons which promotes tribal brotherhood and Indian solldarity.

Adaptive Acculturative Stance with Future Time Perspec‘flve?0

Anofhér prophet, Kolaskin, among the Sanpoll In the northwest, also
preached the rejection of Individual vices, He wished to spliritually regen-
erate his people so that they could resist the continued cuitural and soclal
disintegration. Appeals were made to tradltlional rellglous values, but his
cult expanded most when he emphaslzed, and on some occaslons predicted, future

natural catastrophes which would destroy non-bellevers.

Adaptlive Acculturative Stance with Breadth of Time Perspecflvez'

Handsome Lake's "Good Message" among the Iroquolis |s the most researched
example of a rellglous soclal movement which considered present conditlons,
preached rebullding by adopting the good elements of the traditional, Justi-
fled borrowing entirely new elements which Included both Idecloglcal and

" material cultural Items, and reflected a general message of peaceful accommo=
datlion to Whites,

Lantannairi (1963, p. 121) describes the historical condlitions which
gave rise to Handsome Lake. The natlion was at war with the French and was
belng occupled by Americans., They were also befit by Internal conditions
which Wallace lIdentifles as revitallzation preconditions: tribal strife,
migration and subsequent view of fellow tribesmen as encmles, the spread of
alcohol and diseases such as small pox and venereal dlseases, "By 1750 the
number of lroquols had been reduced by half; they knew that they were threat-
ened by extinction."

Wallace (1972) organlzes Handsome Lake's visions and preachings Into two

gospels, the acpcalyptic and the soclal. The first gospel contains three




Interralated themes. Imminent world destruction ls threatened, unless reform
are made. Secondly, sins are descrlbed as basically those revolving around
drunkenness and witchcraft and salvation Is offered If the sins are confessed
in one form or ancther and then abandoned. .

Analysls by Wallsce Indicates that Handsome Lake's was not a radlcally
new rellglon, but Instead an endorsement and revival of the old.” Accordingly,
‘andsome Lake's pronouncements retalned the Important ceremonlies and festi-
vals fﬁaf celebrated the seasonal and harvest cycle. What he did condemn
were the "frolics and dancing" (Wax, p. 136-138) typlcally ldentified by mis~
slonaries as heathen or satanic, thus precluding their criticism and justlfle-
catlon for Intrusion.

Handsome Lake's message, =aspeclally through the soclal gospel, contributed
profoundly to the rebirth of the cultural and soclal systems of his people.
Wallace ldentifies the elements of the social gospel, which dealt with pre~
scriptions for day-to-day-life: temperance, peace and internal social unlty,
tolerance of Whites who were considered different rather than good or evil,
preservation of the tribes' land and negotiation to eccomplish consollidation,
adoption of Khites' education, farming and domestic technology In order to
serve tribal Interests and finally, he prescribed princlples of personal and

Interpersonal morality which strengthened the family.

Articulatory

2
Articulatory Acculturat!ve Stance with Present Time Perspective

The above protest ana revitalization efforts displayed variable success.
Native population In the Unlted States decreased from 850,000 to 220,000 In
1910 (Josephy, p. 51) and forced assimllatlon seemed o be "succeeding" them

into "vanishing Americans" status. However, few tribes disappeared completely,
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and many retain much of +helr distinctive cultural herltage. (Dozler, Yinger
and Simpson)
lronically, as suggested by Vine Delori@ (197!) It was the White man's
tate ninetesnth century and early twentiath century efforts at forced assimila=-
tlon thet provided the culturaily dlverse Indians with motlves and facl!lita=-
tive structures to construct the first relatively successful Amerlican Indlan
soclal movenment, alfhbugh there are historical precedents (Witt). Government
schools and other malnstream experliences Intended to "Amerlcanize" away the
White-concelvad Indianness. DNelorle suggests that the schools created a cate=
gory of iIndlan, without Intrinsic philosophical or cultural meaning and lIden=
'flfy. The first Amarican Indlan politically oriented, organization thus was
motivated and facliitated through contacts In educational and simllar custodial
Institutions. The Soclety of American Indlans, the forerunner of Important
indian organizatlions today, was started by educated Indians in 1911,
The soclety was a response to an all too ublqultous set of clrcumstances
In minority/majority relatlonships. Dominants label and deflne diverse peopie
and/or peoples (whether Natlve Americans, African Amerlicans, Latin=Americans,
Aslan Americans or women). Inhaddlflon, they have the power to be effective
through construction and maintenance of institutions through which the labeled
are soclallzed according to domlnant definltlons. Many of the non~dominants
are soclalized to belleve In these categories and try to fulflll them, even
If doing so proves hol[ow to the point of personal and group disintegration,
The cafegorized stert organizations to share or disseminate ideas about
how they ought to proceed In fuifilling these externally-defined behavioral
expectations, However, many of the eariy Indigenous political organizations
In these movements vaclillate between fulfliiing the dominant definitlions and

filrting with protestations of them.



The Soclaty of American Indlans hold meatings In various reglons and
rather than bullding a natlonal organlzatlion, was dominated by the Immedliate
needs of these *rlbes. Many organizations or organlzatlion members who were
adament exponenis of provesting and challenging dowinaul categories and sup=
portive institutions by offering Indigenous deflinltlons and independent or=
ganizations met apalogous fate: relative oblivion. Possibly 1t was those
which practiced ambivalence that contlnued or produced remnants *that survlved
unti | today when the dominants havo becomo somewhat more receptive or tolerant

of Indigenously determinod categorles and idontities.

23
Artlculatory Acculturative Stance with Breadth of Time Perspective

American Indiens today are represented by many pollitically, as well as
rellglously, oriented movement organizations. The external poiitical goals of
the organtzations are to engage In ard Influence the pollcy of the wlder soclal
systems around them, whether local, state or federal. Whlle there seems to be
a renalssance of these goals, arnd while they also dispiay a breadth of time
perspective (preserving, studying and teaching about the past, learning and
teachlng dignity about belng Indlan, and neéé#laflng for a more equitable
future) it Is well to remember that It Is not the first time they have been
utliilzed.

Previous generations of Indians have tried tribal and Intertribal articu~
latlons with the dominant soclal system. They have mostly falled because the
domlnant pollcy could not yet acéepf Indlan self~determinailon and because
the dominant economy displayed extraordinary greed. An outstandlng example of
these is the Cherokee cultural renaissance béfwean 1800 and 1832, At the helght
of this renalssance Cherokee leadeis scught to obtaln dominant legal sanction
for maintalning thelr homeland In Georgla rather than experliencing removal to

Indlan Territory. Thelr sult agalnst the State of Georgla's right to remove
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them won In the Supreme Court in 1831, However, Presldent Jackson not oniy
falted to execute the decislon but also began a campaign of bribery to get
slgnatures on a removal treaty.

Delori@. (1971, p. 659) traces the development of modern politlcal organ=
{zatlons among Indlans:

In one way or another the Socliety of American Indlans lasted

until the early 1930's when 1t was superceded temporarily by the

National Councit of American Indlans, which kept up the mythodology

of a natlonal indian movement untit the foundlng Of the Natlonal

Congress of American Indlans In 1944,

The N.C.A.l. has served primarlly as a lobby In Washington, flighting
leglslatlion which would result In termination of federal government supervislon
of tribes, because It Is viewed as threatining tribal treaty rights. Other
organlizations suéh as the Watlonal Indlan Youth Councll, formed in 1961, con=-
tend that the present B.l.A. should be changed from Its percelved patornal-
Istic pollcles and reorganized to offer advice to local leadership.

Recent events (B.!.A., take ovar and Wounded Knee), whlle not without
controversy withln Indlan communitles, were planned and/or supported by a
broad specfrdm of Indtan political organizations: National Indian Brother-
hood (of Canada) Natlve Anerican Rlghts Fund, American Indian Movement, Natlonal
Indlan Youth Council, Natlonal American Indian Councii, National Councl! on
Indlan Work, Hational Indian Leadershlp Tralnlng, American Indlan Commisslon
on hAlcohol and Drug Abuse, Hetive American Women's Actlon Councll, Unlted
Natlve Americans, Natlonal Indlan Lutheran Board, Coallition of Indian=Controlled
School Boards, (Akwesasne Notes 5(1), p. 3, 1973)

The speclal issue of Akwesasne Motes (5(1), 1973 also discusses the 20

polnt proposal for "rall of Broken Treaties:: For Renewal of Contracts-

Reconstruction of Indlan Communities and Securing an Indlan Future, In America."
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Background and recent protests involving these points may be found In the foot-

notes.

i,
2,
3.
4,
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10,
i,

12,
13,
14,
15,

/N
18,
19,
20,

Restoration of Constitutional Treaty Makling Authority

Establ Ishment of Treaty Commission to make New Treatles

An Address to the American Peopie and Joint Sesslon of Congress
Commission to Revlew Treaty Commitments and Vlolatlons

Resolution of Unratifled Treatles to the Senate

All Indlans to be Governed by Treaty Relations

Mandatory Rellef Ajalnst Treaty Rights Vlolations

Judiclal Recognition of Indlan Right to Interpret Treatlies

Creation of Congressional Jolnt Committee on Reconstructlon of
Indlan Relations

Land Reform and Restcration of 2 1i0-mil ‘on Acre Natlve Land Base
Revislon of 25 U,5.C. 163; Restoratlon or Rights of Indlans Terminated
by Enroliment and Revocation of Prohlbltions Agalnst "Dual Beneflits"
Repeal of State Laws Enacted under Public Law 230 (1953)

Resume Federal Protective Jurisdiction for Offenses Against Indians
Abolition of Bureau of indlan Affairs by 1976: A New Structure
Creation of an "Offlice on Federal indlan Relations and Community
Restoratlion" (i6 outlines its purposes)

indlan Commerce and Tax Immunlities

Protection of indlans' Rellglous Freedom and Cultural Integrity
National Referendums, Local Optlons and Forms of indlan Organization
Health, Housing, Employment, FEconomlc Development and Educatlon
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