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Preface

During the Second United Nations Development Decade most countries, whe-
ther industrialized or ‘developing’, will be facing increasingly pressing financial
strain in meeting their enormous and urgent needs in the realm of education.

Both planners and administrators will in future have to take into greater
account the economic aspects involved in their plans, and explore every means
of improving the efficiency of their educational systems so as to get the best
value from existing resources. Experience has proved that an indispensable
technique for this purpose is analysis of the costs of education, by means of
which it is possible to:

check the economic validity of educational plans;

draw up a precise programme of expenditure over the planning period;

estimate both the. costs and the real economic consequences of specific

projects; ‘

facilitate decision-making when several alternative possibilities exist for the

allocation of funds. _

To illustrate these techniques as clearly as possible the International Institute
for Educational Planning (ITEP) put in hand, in 1968, a large-scale research
project on the uses of cost analysis in educational planning. The aim of the
study was to carry out a pragmatic inquiry into actual practice in order to pro-
vide planners with a general view of the various ways of using cost analysis and
with practical hints on the application of these ways to their own particular
needs. Mr. Philip H. Coombs, the former Director of the Institute, was respon-
sible for the technical direction of the work, assisted by Mr. Jacques Hallak,
also of the Institute, and with the co-operation of a number of ITEP staff mem-
bers; the project took over two years and was carried out in three stages.

In the first stage, a methodological note was prepared, laying down the
general lines on which the research would be carried out. As many examples
as possible of experiences in this field werc consiaered, from which a diver-
sified sample of 27 cases was selected for study in depth.

The second stage was to gather and analyse the statistical information for
each case in this sample, and to compile an analytical report based on the
data collected for each case study. For these activities the IIEP was greatly

‘\)
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assisted by the co-operation of specialists in the various countries and of inter-
national experts, espccially those of Unesco.

In the third stage the guidelines and principal lessons emerging from an
analysis of all the case studies were summed up by Mr. Coombs and Mr.
Hallak in a synthesis report (which is being published separately). ‘

The project was financcd principally by the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development (USAID) and the Swedish International Development
Authority (SIDA), to whom the ITEP wishes to express its deepest gratitude. The
Institute would also like to thank the many officials, educators, and specialists
who, both in the countries studied and in the various Departments.of Unesco,
have unstintingly given us their assistance in bringing this project to fruition.
Responsibility for the content of all reports, however, rests with the authors
named. '

RAYMOND POIGNANT
Director, IIEP

-




An introductory explanation

The twenty-seven case studies carried out by the IIEP on the uses of cost
analysis in educational planning are extremely diversified in every respect.
They are widely scattered geographically; they are fairly weli distributed by
level and type of education or iraining (the two notable deficiencies being
teacher training and non-formal cducation); they vary in breadth of coverage,
ranging from individual projects to entire formal educational systems; and,
most important, they illustrate the diversity of uses to which cost analysis can
be put. :

Broadly speaking, the cases illustrate reven principal purposes which cost
analysis can serve: (1) costing and testing the ec :nomic feasibility of educational
plans; (2, evaluating and improving the allocation of available educational
resources (e.g. by principal levels and types of education); (3) weighing the
comparative advantages of alternative ways to pursue the same educational
objectives; (4) determining both the short- and long-term cost implications of a
particular project; (5) estimating the introductory costs and the likely longer-
term cost impacts of a major educational innovation; (6) conducting a general
search-for ways to improve efficiency and productivity; and {7) checking the
economic implications and feasibility of special policy decisions before they are
made.

The case studies can also be usefully classified from a differcnt angle, accord-
- ing to three degrees of educational change involved: (1) the linear expansion of
- an existing educational system or sub-system without substantial change in its
characteristics (the simplest case); (2) significant modifications of existing
educational arrangements aimed at improving the qualitative performance and
efficiency of the system, but still without radicully altering its form and methods
(decidedly more difficult); and (3) fundamental innovations aimed at drastically
altering the system’s structure, content, and performance, or even creating alter-
native teaching-learning ‘systems’ to replace or supplement the old ones (the
most complex case).

About half of the case studies were prepared entirely by HEP stafi members
from original documentation, supplemented where neccssary by field visits.
The rest were prepared under IIEP guidance by outside consultants with first-
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hand knowledge of the case in question. The descriptions of the authors given
at the opening of each case study refer to the positions they held at the time the
studies were prepared.

As might be expected, the cases vary greatly in the amount of evidence
available, in the simplicity or sophistication of the methods employed, and in
the amount they have to teach to others. Interestingly, when we checked the
complete cases with cxperienced people, there was wide agreement that the
‘thin’ cases (in terms of the spareness of data available and the crudeness of
the nisthod used) were often the most instructive, because educators in other
countries could most readily identify their own situation with them.

These cases, it should be emphasized, are not offered as models to be emu-

Jlated. In fact in no few instances the chief lessons are, in a sense, negative ones; -

the greatest value lies perhaps in the analysis of the shortcomings of the methods
used and in the suggestions of alternative methods that might havc been used.
Fut above all, the cases lend an air of reality to the whole subject. They de-
nionstrate to the hard-pressed and hard-headed administrator who has grown |
sceptical of abstract theorizing that his colleagues elsewhere, with problems
rather similar to his own, have actually made a stab at cost analysis with useful
practical results. Hopefully such an administrator will browse through a few
of these cases himself and be inspired to try a few stabs of his own.

P.H.C. aND J. H.
Paris, 1972.
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Ivory Coast

The cost of introducing
a reform in primary education

prepared by Ta Ngoc Chau

11



This study was prepared by Ta Ngoc Chiu, IIEP, with the assistance of Maureen
Woodhall. Philip H. Coombs and Jacques Hallak servea us principal advisers to
the study. The Institute gratcfully acknowledges the helpful co-operation of the
government of the Ivory Coast in providing the basic data for the study.
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Introduction

Primary education in the Ivory Coast Republic is now facing two important
problems. The first is the low output of the primary schools owing to the large
number of repeats and, to a lesser extent, to the number of drop-outs. The second
problem is the fact that primary schooling has been so far one of the factors
influencing rural migration.

The develepment of primary schooling and the possibility of extending it to the
entire school-age population requires certain fundamental changes in order to
increase the efficiency of primary schooling and reduce its effect on the population

. movement towards the cities and towns, in view of the fact that the economy

will continue to be predominantly agricultural for quite a number of years.

Moreover, the rapid increase of primary schooling during the last few years has
entailed a large increase in the number of pupils admitted to the secondary schools.
But the Planning Ministry’s forecasts of qualified manpower requirements for the
next ten years do not justify the present rate of growth of sccondary education. A
re-appraisal of the primary-school system is therefore necessary, to prevent
increased primary enrolment from causing a corresponding increase in new enrol-
ments at the secondary level.

These considerations pointed to a need for a reform of primary education in
the Ivory Coast Republic, involving a new orientation of primary schooling.
Since most of the pupils who finish primary school cannot be admitted to secondary
schools, post-primary instruction will be specially organized for them—an informal
type of instruction given by primary-school teachers with the aid of television.
In order to facilitate the organization of this new type of instruction, to increase
the yield of primary education, and to accelerate the introduction of a new primary
curriculum, two important decisions have been taken by the Ivory Coast govern-
ment: the large-scale use of school television, and improvement in the quali-
fications of teachers.

This case study is concerned with the effects of these two decisions on the
capital and current costs of primary education and with the question of the
financing of this expenditure—in the light of expected future development of

- available resources and the expenditure required for the othe: sevels of education.

Its purpose is not to evaluate the Ivory Coast primary-education reform, nor to
pass judgement on the efficiency of school television as a medium of instruction.
Rather, the aim is to show how estimates were made of the cost of the reform and
the part which cost analysis played in jts preparation and planring.

First, however, we give some general information on primary schooling in the
Ivory Coast Republic.
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I. Recent developments and situation
of Ivory Coast primary schools

A. The enrolment increase

From 1958 to 1966, enrolment in public and private primary schools more than
doubled, from 165,233 to 381,452. Public school enrolment increased more than
that in private schools, whose share of the total declined from 36 per cent in
1958/59 to 27 per cent in 1966/67.

This steady increase in total enrolment, however, conceals two important
features: the stabilization of new admissions and the unequal development of the
enrolment in different parts of the country. An analysis of enrolment structure in
public primary schools by grades shows that while total enrolment regularly
increased, the numbers of first-grade pupils tended to become stable after 1962/63.

Thus, the increase in total enrolment during the last few years has been due not
to an increased number of new pupils, but to the progression of first-grade pupils
through the succeeding grades. While the primary-school enrolment rate for the
Ivory Coast as a whole is about 40 per cent, there are great disparities bciween
areas. In the school, districts of the south-east, the Abidjan area, the enrolment
rate exceeds 75 per cent, but it declines considerably towards the north-west;
in the school district of Séguela, for example, the average rate for the whole -
district is only 9.7 per cent, which means even lower rates in the completely rural
areas.

B. The yield of primary education

In 1966 the Ministry of education published statistics showing the numerical
distribution of pupils during the entire duration of school attendance (see Table 1).
These statistics identify pupils in different grades according to the year in which
they were first registered for primary-school attendance; thus a cohort of pupils,
enrolled in a given year, can be followed throughout the period of schooling.
It has been found that for every ten thousand new pupils enrolled for the first

TaBLE 1. Distribution of pupils by total number of years spent in primary school

Grades (forms) Ist 2nd L 3rd 4th Sth 6th
Normal promotion 62 680 38795 31 605 23432 18 825 15145
+ 1 year . 28183 21773 - 20591 17 281 16 415 15162
+ 2 years 1978 4 346 6 458 6445 7199 8441 .
<+ 3 or more years 418 664 1459 1336 1583 1531 ;
Total 93259 67 578 60113 = 48494 44 022 40 279

souRCE lvory Coast Ministry of national education, Situation de U'Enseignement au ler ,anvwr 19665
(Educational Situation as of 1 January 1966), Abidjan, 1966, p. 122. :

14
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grade, 818 receive their primary-school certificate at the end of six years (the
normal period of primary schooling), 1,040 at the end of seven years, 671 at the
end of eight years and 86 at the end of nine years or more, making a total of 2,615
who finally complete their primary schooling. In order to produce these 2,615
primary-school graduates, 55,959 pupil years were needed, in other words 21.39
years per primary-school graduate, instead of the theoretical six years.

This method of measuring output tends, however, to under-value the real yield;
it does not take into account drop-outs, who have nevertheless acquired a

“certain minimum of knowledge, even though not completing their primary

schooling.

If we assume that those who have successfully completed the first four years of
primary schooling will be capable of retaining and developing the knowledge
acquired at school, then a second estimate of output can be made. 5,832 out of
every 10,000 pupils starting the first grade successfully complete the first four
grades. However, in order to produce these 5,832 pupils, 41,460 pupil years of
schooling were necessary, or 7.10 years per pupil instead of the minimum of four
years.!

Thus, in whatever way it is defined, the output of primary education in the
Ivory Coast seems very low and needs to be improved.2

C. Expenditure and unit costs of primary education

The national budget constitutes the main source of finance for primary education,
although the local authorities, in particular the villages, have resources of their
own and devote part of them to aducation, mainly in the form of capital expendi-
ture. It is, however, very difficalt to estimate local expenditures on education,
because the local budgets do not isolate such expenditures and also becatise their
share cannot always be assess=d in monetary terms. )

Foreign aid alsc plays a part in the financing of education by contributing
towards the salaries of technical assistants, although there are few technical
assistants engaged in the primary-school system (37 in 1967/68). The share of
external aid in the costs of pririary educat: .1 is therefore very small.

Table 2 shows the amounts and percentages of the national education budget
and of the entire government tudget allocated to primary education between
1961 and 1967. ,

The figures given cover only the direct costs of the teaching staff and other
personnel and equipment. Even so, they amount to more than 40 per cent of the

1. Similar results, based on different methods of calculation, were obtained in IEDES, Les
rendements de I'enseignement du premier dexré en Afrique francophone (Primary-education yield
in French-speaking . Africa), Vol. 3 — Avaiyses nationales (Country Studies), Ivory Coast,
Paris, 1967, pp. 31-36. :

2. This low primary-school yield is not by any means limited to the Ivory Coast. Similar
figures, and an even lower yield, can be found in some of the other French-speaking African
countries. See, for example, the work cited in the previous footnote.

15
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TasLE 2. Proportion of education budget and of national budget allotted to primary education
(current expenditures) (in millions of cra francs}

R Allocation for % of % of

National Educational  public primary educational national

Year budget budget schoolst budget budget
1961 27 210 4 566 1593 34.8 5.8
1962 - 26710 5745 1958 34.0 1.3
1963 27 496 6125 2150 35.1 1.8
1964 29108 6317 2410 38.1 8.2
1965 313875 6949 3005 43.2 9.4
1966 36 300 8 091 3524 43.5 9.7
1967 39 800 8 600 3580 41.5 8.9

L. Technical assistance, scholarships and grants or subsidies not included.

SOURCE Ivory Coast Ministry of national education, Sitwation de enseignement ou ler Junvier 1966,
Abidjan, 1966, pp. 34 and Programme d'Action paur le dévelappement de 'enseignement du
ler degré en Cdite-d'Ivoire de 1968 & 1980, Abidjan, 1968, pp. 167-68.

national educational budget and nearly !0 per cent of the entire government
budget.

Table 2 shows only recurrent expenditure, and in order to estimate the total
cost of public primary schooling the following items also need to be included:
(a) costs of general administration and common services; (b) welfare expenditures
to encourage school attendance (e.g. lunches, transportation, scholarships, etc.);
and (c) depreciation and amortization of capital investments. In addition, for -
some purposes. such as estimating the total resource requirement of a large-scale -
expansion of primary schooling, it may be necessary to include the cost of training -
primary-school teachers.

The total staff and equipment costs of the Ivory Coast public primary schools '
more than doubled from 1961 to 1967. This was due to the increase in the number

TasLE 3. Total costs and average unit costs for staff and equipment cf public primary education
in the Ivory Coast Republic, 1961-67

“Total costs Average unit costs
(in thousands of CFA francs) Adjusted (in CFA francs)
enrolment -

Year Saff Equipment Total figures? Staff Equipment Total
1961 1389628 202 740 1592 368 170 339 8158 1190 —9 348
1962 1 675229 283000 1958229 197 582 8479 1432 9911
1963 1867000 . 283000 2150000 227 481 8207 1244 9451
1964 2 093 000 316 500 2409 500 239738 8730 1320 10050
1965 2715000 2895060 3004 500 252438 10 755 {147 12 902
1966 3099 000 424 500 3 523 500 260978 11 875 1 627 13 501
1967 3202725 377000 3579725 280 000 11 438 1346 12 784

L. The enrolment figures have been adjusted to allow for the fact that the ‘school year does nol coincide’
with the budget year.
2. Estimation.

SOURCE Ministry of national education, Siruation de !enseignement, op. cit., p. 3, Yand Pragrammeé
d°action, op. cit., p. 10. ’ E
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of pupils and in the average per-pupil expenditure on staff and equipment, as
shown by Table 3.

Average per-pupil expenditures have increased rapidly since 1963, due mainly to
higher expenditure on teachers and o6ther personnel. Equipment costs do not show
any decided trend, and their percentage in the total cost has fluctuated between
9.6 per cent in 1965 and 14.5 per cent in 1962.

The increase in staff and personnel costs is due partly to the higher salaries of
teachers and other public service employees and partly to better qualifications of
the teachers.! Between 1965 and 1967 the percentage of monitors remained rela-
tively steady at 27 per cent, but the percentage of assistant monitors declined
considerably. The proportion of teachers and assistant teachers increased from
45 per cent 10 62 per cent.

1

D. Effect of the development of primary schooling
on secordary education

Owing to the rapid increase in the number of primary-school leavers, new
admissions to the secondary schools have also increased rapidly in recent years
(see '1'able 4).

TaBLE 4. New admissions to public and private secondary schools, 1958-65

Year Number Year Number
1958/59 2039 1962/63 5243
1959/60 - 3477 1963/64 5571
1960/61 4328 1964/65 . 6215
1961/62 ) 4778 1965/66 8 509

. sourcé IEDES, Les rendements de Uenséignement, op. cit., Vol. II, Donndes numériques (Numerical

Data), p. 32, and Ivory Coast Ministry of national education, Situation de I'Enseigncment,
op. cit., p. 60,

In the seven years from 1958 to 1965 the number of new admissions to secondary
schools more than quadrupled, an average annual increase of 22 per cent. This

“steady increase of entrants inevitably leads to a rapid increase in the number of

secondary-school graduates several years later, and consequently to increased
pressure for admissions to institutions of university level.

1. Assistant monitors are recruited at the level of the final grades of primary school and are
not required to pass any examination. Monitors, besides holding the primary-school certificate,

. must pass an examination entitling them to the Monitor’s Certificate. Assistant teachers are
" recruited at the end of the first cycle of secondary education. They receive one year of professional

instruction in teacher-training centres (CAFOP) and receive the initial Elementary Teacher's
Certificate. Teachers, with the full title, are recruited on @ competitive basis after graduation from
the first cycle of secondary education. They receive three years of professional training at the

~ Teacher-training college and are then awarded the full Teacher’s Certificate.

17
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TaBLE 5. Estimated new enrolments in institutions of higher education to meet manpower
requirements forecast in the Plan

1968/69 1969170  1970/71 197172 1972173 1973)74 1974/75 1975/76

University
Arts and letters 20 30 50 70 70 70 70 70
Law 35 50 70 100 100 100 1060 100
Medicine-pharmacy 12 18 25 40 40 40 40 40
Sciences 25 30 50 70 70 70 70 70

Institutions of
university level

Commerce 35 50 75 130 130 130 130 130
Engineering 35 50 75 130 130 130 130 130
Administration - 35 35 50 50 50 50 50 50
Agricuiture 14 40 60 50 50 50 50 50
Others ) 42 58 65 60 60 60 60 60
University Instifute
of Technology 150 620 700 800 800
Total number of
university )
graduates required 253 361 520 850 1320 1400 1500 1500

source  Ivory Coust Directorate for Encouragement of Productivity, Eléments pour une loi-cadre de
Uenseignement, Abidjan, 1968, p. 96.

According to the latest educational plan, which was based on estimates of
future manpower requirements, new admissions to higher education are expected
to follow the trend shown in Table 5.

The number of university graduates is thus expected to increase rapidly during -
the caming years, but it has been estimated that the secondary schools will be !
fully capable of supplying sufficient numbers of candidates for higher education.
In fact, the plan estimates that even if admissions to secondary school arz stabilized .

at their present level of 10,000 each year, ai least until 1974/75, the secondary

schools will be capable not only of providing the required number of candidates

for the university level but also of supplying the necessary number of students
for vocational and technical schools, to meet qualified manpower requirements.
Figure 1, prepared on the basis of new assumptions on flow-rates, shows the
theoretical flow of an enrolment of 10,000 pupils entering secondary school in the
school year 1968/69.

The Ministry of education recognizes the difficulties involved in stabilizing
secondary-school admissions but is nevertheless convinced that a continuing
increase in the number of secondary-school entrants would require too great an
outlay in terms of classrooms, equipment and teachers, and that increased enrol-
ment at the lower-secondary level could be achieved only at the cxpense of higher
levels.

18
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TaBLE 6. Forccast of enrolment in different grades of public secondary education in the Ivory
Coast Republic

Grades 1967/68 1968/69 1969/70 1970/71 1871/72 1972/73 1973j74 1974/75
7 9750 10500 10500 10500 10500 10500 10500 10 500
8 8260 8200 8900 8900 8900 8900 Y000 9000
9 4715 6700 6450 7900 7900 7900 7900 8000

10 3760 4500 5400 6250 6650 6650 6650 6650

Totals for Ist cycle 26485 29900 31250 33550 33950 33950 34050 34150

11 900 2200 2200 2200 2200 2400 2400 2400

12 635 1115 2050 2050 2100 2150 2200 2200

13 (final) 670 970 1070 1900 1900 1950 2000 2000

Totals for 2nd cycle 2265 4285 5320 6150 6200 6500 6600 6600

Graduates! 250 360 520 850 1320 1400 1500 1500

1. The graduates are those who have passed the final examination at sccondary level and reccived the
baccalauréat. Figures given include graduates from private schools.

source Ivory Coast Directorate for Encouragement of Productivity, Eléments, op. cit., pp. 74-75.

If this policy of restricting admissions to the secondary schools is successful,
enrolment in the first cycle of secondary education could be stabilized from 1970/71
and in the second cycle from 1972/73, as shown in Table 6.

From 1967/68 to 1974/75 it is estimated that total secondary enrolment will
increase from 28,750 to 40,750—an increase of 42 per cent—Dbut this relatively low
increase in total enrolment will be accompanied by a profound change in the
grade structure. The numbers in the {inal grades will be more than tripled and the
number of graduates, including those from private schools, will be increased six -
times. il

Obviously a policy of limiting entry to secondary schools will mean that onlya .
proportion of primary-school leavers who qualify will be able to continue to the
secondary level. Primary education is therefore being reformed in two ways: by
the introduction of an informal type of post-primary schooling for those not
entering secondary school, and by a general improvement in the quality and
efficiency of the education provided at the primary level. Educational television
will play an important part in achieving both these aims. 1t has been decided that
television will be introduced throughout the primary level, and in addition the
informal post-primary education will be provided after normal school hours, so
that primary-school premises and television equipment, and also primary-school
teachers, can be made use of to the maximum extent. This clearly imposes new
dermands upon primary-school teachers, so that the government was faced with
the: need to improve teacher qualifications. The following section will examine the
aiternative policies on the upgrading of teachers that were open to the Ivory

- Coast government, and the cost implications of -each. The subsequent section will

deal with the cost of introducing educational television, and the last part will
estimate the total cost of the primary-school reform, and its financial feasibility.
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'II. The upgrading of teacher qualifications

O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

and its effect on costs

With the introduction of school television, several possibilities were available to
the Ivory Coast government with regard to the standard of teacher qualifications
which would be required.

1. To use teachers of low qualifications (pedagogical assistants paid on the same
scale as assistant monitors) and supplement this instruction by the use of tele-
vised lessons.! ‘

2. The first solution together with increased supervision, by means of an increase
in the number of instructional advisers; there are only nine of these advisers at
the present time and their.supervision is more symbolic than real.

3. To improve the quality of the teaching by improving the level of qualifications
of all teachers. This would mean upgrading the unqualified teachers now in
service (monitors and assistant monitors) and recruiting new instructors at the
assistant teacher level. .

Decisions also had to be made regarding pupil/teacher ratios and school equipment

and supplies. The present ratio of 47:1 is considered 100 high; school supplies,

moreover, appear to be inadequate.

A rough estimate was made in the Plan of the effect on per-pupil expenditure
of introducing each of these improvements, (i.e. the direct cost of primary educa-
tion to the central government). The calculations were based on the 1967 budget-
ary costs of teachers and school supplies divided by enrolment in the public
primary schools for the school year 1966/67, with some allowance made for
administration and common service costs. This method of calculation is only-
approximate, since it uses budgetary allocations and not actual expenditures and
also since the budget year does not coincide with the school year.

The first step was to analyse the composition of, and the expenditure on salaries
for the teaching force in 1967. This provided a basis for calculating the additional
salary costs that would be invoived by an upgrading of teacher qualifications.

TasLe 7. Composition of teaching staff and salaries, 1967

Annunl salary in cFa francs Salary adopted
Category of for cost
instructor ' Number Beginning Maximum calculation
Teachers 635 652 368 1 408 284 783 000
Assistant teachers 2551 434 504 776 628 522 000
Monitors 1762 . 341736 591 876 410 000
Assistant monitors 1037 238 164 476 340 286000

Total 5985

sourck  lvory Coast Ministry of national education, Programme d'action, op. cit., pp. 56, 146, 154.

1. For details concerning the different categories of teachers and their qualification level see
note, p. 17,
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Table 7 shows the composition of the primary-school teaching force in 1967,
and the salary scale then in operation. The last column shows the level of salary
assumed by the Plan for its cost calculations.

For reasons not specified, the salary figure adopted for the cost calculations is
20 per cent above the beginning salary for each category of instructor. It is assumed
that the average seniority of the teaching force justifies this choice of that salary
level. It should be noted, however, that the salary range is different for the different
categories of instructors. The difference between the beginning salary and the
maximum salary is 1 to 2.15 for full teachers, 1 to 1.78 for assistant teachers,
I to 1.73 for monitors and 1 to 2 for assistant monitors. The Plan does not make
any alternative assumptions about salary levels, but later in this case study we
will examine the effects on cosis of adopting such alternatives.

A. The cost effect of solution (i)

The cost efect of the general use of ‘pedagogical assistants’ was estimated very

. simply by calculating the total salary bill on the assumption that every teacher was

paid the assumed salary of an assistant monitor (286,000 francs), and subtracting
this from the total salary bill calculated on the basis of the grade-by-grade distri-
bution of teachers. This calculation produced an estimated tc - saving of
1,136,119,000 francs, or 4,000 francs per pupil. The estimated ur-: :ost would
therefore be 13,500 — 4,100 = 9,400 cFa francs if the first solutior: were adopted.

This method of calculation is very rough. Although the general use of ‘pedago-
gical assistants’ would of course bring about a reduction in unit costs, that reduc-
tion could only be gradual, as new instructors are recruited at the level of assistant
monitors. There would be no question of replacing the entire present teaching
staff by assistant monitors, and much less of reducing their salaries. Thus the
actual saving in salary costs would depend on the rate of replacement.

The Plan did not consider this point, but to give an idea of the size of the possible
reduction in costs due to the recruitment of new instructors at the assistant
monitor level, we have estimated in Table 8 what the structure of the teaching
staff would be in 1974/75, assuming (a) that all new teachers recruited will be at
the assistant monitor level (which implies a transformation of the six existing

Tasce 8. Projection of instruction staff under different loss assumptions

Structure in 1974/75

¢ Present Low assumption  High assumption
Category of instructot structure 1 per cent 3 per cent
Assistant monitors T 1037 5802 6 594
Monitors 1762 1621 1339
Assistant teachers : 2551 ' 2347 - 1939
Teachers 635 584 482
Total 5985 10354 10354
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TaBLE 9. Forecast of total expenditure and per-pupil expenditure on teaching staff under different
assumptions of teacher loss (in thousands of cra francs)

1974/75

Low High

1966/67 assumption assumption

Assistant monitors 296 582 1659 372 1 885 884

Monitors 722 420 664 610 548 990

Assistant teachers 1331 622 1225134 1012158

Teachers 497 205 457 272 377 406

Total cost of teaching staff 2 847 729 4006 388 3824438
Number of pupils , 277 260 480 000 480000

Per-pupil expenditure on teacher salaries 10271 8 346 7967

CAFOPS); (b) that ne number of instructors will increase proportionately with
the number of pupils; and (c) that the rate of instructor loss (by leaving, refizement
or death) is | per cent per annum {low assumption) or 3 per cent (high assum%on).

Ii, for the moment, we simplify the calculation by assuming that regardless of
their increased seniority the monitors, assistant-teachers and full teachers would
continue to be paid at their present levels, the total costs and unit costs of the
teaching stafl in 1974/75 would correspond to those shown in Table 9. In fact,
of course, the actual cost would depend upon the seniority of the teachers, and a
calculation based on an assumed distribution of teachers by seniority will be given
in Part IV. Meanwhile we may note that even if we under-estimate expenditure in
1974/75, by making this simplifying assumption, and even if we assume eight
years of systematic recruiting of assistant monitors, the cost reduction proves to
be only between 1,925 and 2,304 cFa francs, according to which assumption about
the rate of teacher loss is adopted. The average of these two figures, 2,100 cra
francs, is a figure roughly half the estimate made in the Plan, which was 4,100
cFa francs.

B. Effect of solution (i._i,') on teaching costs

The Plan considered ths: ~roper pedagogical supervision requires a minimum of
one half-day inspection per month of each class by an instructional adviser. On the
basis of twenty school days per month, a travelling adviser would visit 40 classes
per month, which calls.for 150 advisers for 6,000 instructors.

Assuming that pedagogical advisers receive the same salary as full teachers,!
such an increase in the pedagogical service would entail an additional salary cost
of 783,000 x 150 = 117,450,000 cFA francs, to which must be added travel

1. At the present time, the pedagogical advisers are teachers, but they receive a bonus of
180,000 cra francs for that function in addition to their teacher salary.
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expenses estimated at 30 million cFaA francs. This would mean that salary costs
per pupil would be increased by 530 cra francs, raising the previous estimate of
unit cost which assumed general use of assistant monitors to 9,930 cFa francs.

C. Effect of solution (iii) on teaching costs

Wkile the general use of ‘pedagogical assistants’ would bring about a decrease of
costs, tile systematic recruiting of instructors at the level of assistant teachers
would increase the unit cost. The Plan estimated the increase in cost of this
alternative by assuming that all monitors and assistant monitors would be paid
the assumed salary of an assistant teacher (522,000 francs). This would involve
total additional teacher expenditure of 442,076,000 francs, or an increased teacher
cost per pupil of 1,600 cra francs, making the salary cost per pupil 15,100 cra
francs.

This method of calculation based on salary differentials over-simplifies the
situation by making no allowance for the seniority of the existing instructors.
The maximum final salary of a monitor (591,876 cFa francs) and even of an assis-
tant monitor (476,340 crA francs) is higher than the beginning salary of an
assistant teacher (434,904 cFa francs). The calculations, however, assumed that the
salary for all categories of instructors was the initial salary plus 20 per cent.
The problem is to know exactly what the salary level for monitors and assistant
monitors would be after they have been upgraded and promoted to assistant-
teacher level. The Plan’s calculations do not take account of this problem and
only salary differentials, not including family allowances and other benefits,
were considered.

In any case, the additional training of instructors requires time, and the replace-
ment of monitors and assistant monitors can only be done gradually—with the
result that the increase in costs would be gradual and spread out over a certain
number of years. We shall discuss below how the effect of the alteration of the
teaching-staff structure according to qualifications and seniority can be estimated
more accurately, but for the moment these calculations give a rough idea
of the relative costliness of the three policies concerning the qualifications of
teachers.

D. Cost efféct of reducing the pupil/teacher ratio

In 1967 there was an average of 47 pupils per instructor. This average actually
covers a wide diversity of situations; in extreme cases, and especially in the first
two grades, there was a very high number of pupils per instructor.

The Plan considered two possibilities: the reduction of the pupil/teacher ratio
to 44 and to 40. If the ratio were reduced to 44 or to 40, other things being equal,
the unit teaching cost would be increased by 6.8 per cent or by 17 per cent
respectively. '
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It must be noted that a reduction of the pupii/teacher ratio not enly entails
increased expenditure but also requires an increase in the number of teachers.
The policy of reducing the pupil/teacher ratio cannot be adopted unless teachers
are trained at a faster rate. If such a policy were accepted, it would considerably
increase teacher demand, over and above the normal increase due to the annual
increase in enrolment. Everything will therefore depend on the admission capacity
of the teacher-training centres.

Moreover,'a reduction of the pupil/teacher ratio would involve increased capital
expenditure, because more classrooms will be necessary for the same number of
pupils and additional costs of maintenance and equipment will have to be met
(to the extent that such costs depend on the number of classrooms and not on the
number of pupils). Therefore the total effect on costs of reducing the pupil/teacher
ratio will be greater than the simple increase in salary expenditure.

| |

E. Cost effect of increased school supplies

In 1967 the funds allocated for schiool supplies amounted to 158 million CFA

francs, in other words 570 cFA francs per pupil.! The Plan considered this figure

insufficient and attempied to assess the level of supplies desirable both for tradi-

tional methods of teaching and for instruction with television, which requires

supplementary materials to replace textbooks used in traditional teaching.
These new estimates of supply expenditures per pupil are as follows:

(in CFA francs)
(a) Traditional teaching methods

Collective classroom material 71
Textbooks for pupils 780
Other school supplies 220
‘Total 1071

(b) Teaching by television
Supplementary materials accompanying

television lessons 825
Other school supplies 220
Total 1 045

F. Summary of cost effects of alternative policies
and the solution adopted by the government

Table 10 shows the required salary expenditure in the case of an increase in the
proportion of qualified assistunt teachers, or in the case of utilization of assistant

1, This item concerns only the expenditure for school supplies, The total expenditure for

* equipment is larger. See Table 3, p. 16.
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TABLE 10. Unit costs of teaching staff and school supplies under different assumptions (in cra

francs)
Instruction by
ussistant monitors
Instruction
by Figures given

assistant by the Carrected
teachers Action Plan figures!
47 pupils per teacher 15100 9 400 11 400
44 pupils per teacher 16 088 10036 12175
Increased school supplies 16 588 10536 . 12 675

Pedagogical supervision
one visit per month 17 154 i1 102 13 241
two visits per month 166" 13 807

1. See supra, pp. 2223,

monitors. The latter figure is estimated both in terms of the Plan's simplifying
assumptions, and in terms of more realistic assumptions about the rate of recruit-
ment.

Part 111 of this study gives details of the estimates of the costs of school televi-
sion. The Plan estimated that the per-pupil cost of television would vary in the
following way according to the number of pupils: .

Enrolment Unit cost (in CFA francs)

50 000 7 800
100 000 4 050
500 000 1 260

1 000 000 930

On the basis of these figures, the Plan concluded that {or over 100,000 pupils
instruction by television with assistant monitors costs less than the traditional .
method of teaching with assistant teachers. This conclusion, however, depends
on the fact that the Plan over-estimated the reduction in the unit cost due to .
general recruiting of instructors at the assistant monitor level. As previously
pointed out, the Plan produced an estimate of 4,100 CFaA francs for the saving,
but the calculations in this study suggest that it would be more realistic to assume
a figure of about 2,100 cFa francs.! Therefore, the threshold at which television
instruction with assistant monitors would cost less than the traditional teaching
method with assistant teachers would be nearer 300,000 pupils.

Be that as it may, the Ivory Coast government finally chose the higher alter-
native, that is to say the use of televised instruction with assistant teachers plus
increased pedagogical supervision. The unit cost of this alternative has been esti-
mated by the Plan at 18,000 cFa francs. The Plan then evaluated the number of
pupils who could be enrolled in the future at this unit cost, by estimating
expenditure in the years 1975 and 1980.

1. See supra, pp. 22-23.

26



11, Ivory Coast

The level of governinent expenditure has been decided upon and primary
education will receive 8,300 million cFA francs in 1975 and 12,000 million CFa
francs in 1980. However, certain expenditures which are directly or indirectly
connected with primary education are not included in these estimates. The
foliowing amounts have been indicated for 1975 but have been earmarked for the
general education system rather than specifically for primaryeducation. orallocated
to other sections of the educationa! budget.

{in CFA francs millions)

Teaching equipment and supplies 80.0
Subscription to teachers’ magazine 7.3
Programmed instruction 20.0
School iunches 438.0
Educational and vocational guidance 200.0
Teacher-training college 50.0
Primary and pedagogical inspection 400.0
Operation of teacher-training centres (CAFOPs) _675.0

1480.3

Some of these expenses were included in the computation of the unit cost of
primary schooling, in particular expenditure for equipment and supplies, and for
primary-schoo! inspection.

In order to estimate the funds allocated to education corresponding to the
elements included in the calculation of unit costs, the Educational Plan took the
following figures as the total allocations for the financing of primary education:

1975 8 700 million cra francs '
1980 13 000 million cra francs
They also assumed that the unit cost previously adopted (18,000 cFa francs)
will not vary during the period of the forecast and that therefore the number of
pupils who can be enrolled in 1975 and 1980 will be as follows:
1975 489 000
1980 720 000
The authors of the Plan also took it for granted that as a result of improvement
in instructor qualifications, curriculum change, and the introduction of teaching
by television, it will be possible to reduce substantially the number of repeaters,
which at present weighs heavily in the enrolment figures of the different grades. i»
fact, the Ivory Coast Ministry of education advocates the gradual implementation
of a policy of automatic promotion. Assuming the successful application of this
~ measure, the Plan forecasts the enrolment structure by grades as in Table 11.

The number of new firsr-grade pupils entering public schools in 1979/80 is
expected to be 145,000. If the number of pupils enrolling in private schools is
added, the figure becomes 170,000, the total number of six-year-old children in
the population forecast for that year. During the following years, these pupils
will progress through the school system and by 1985/86 universal primary school-
ing will be attained, o

However, as the authors of the Plan themselves admit, this enrolment forecast
is theoretical and optimistic, Nevertheless, it is on the basis of these enrolment
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TasLE 11. Projection of future primary-school enrolment, 1973-79

Grades 197;.1 174 1974/75 1975/76 1976/77 1977/78 1978/79 1979/80
Ist 89000 95000 105000 115000 125000 135000 145000
2nd 83000 89000 95000 105000 115000 125000 135000
3rd 77000 83000 89000 95000 105000 115000 125000
4th 71000 77000 83000 89000 95000 105000 115000
5th 65000 71000 77000 83000 85000 95000 105000
6th 59000 65000 71000 77000 83000 89000 95000

Total 444000 480000 520000 564000 612000 664000 720000

SOURCE lvory Coast Ministry of national education, Prograrmme d'action, op. cit.,, p. 131.

figures that the introduction of school television has been considered, and its
costs calculated. '

G. The problem of teacher training

In view of the decision adopted by the Ivory Coast government to make general
use of assistant teachers for the primary grades, it will be necessary to upgrade all
insufficiently qualified instructors now in service, at monitor and assistant monitor
levels, and to increase the output of assistant teachers since the recruiting of new
teachers in the future will be only at that level. It will also be necessary to train a
number of advisers for supervisory service work.

It has therefore been decided to build a teacher-training college at Bouaké and
also to increase from six to nine the number of centres for pedagogical training
(CAFOPs). At the present time, full teachers are being trained in a special section
of the CAFOP at Dabou. This section recruits student teachers in the final year of
secondary education and prepares them in two years for the ‘Certificate of
Pedagogical Aptitude’ (CAP). It will continue to operate until the year when the
new teacher-training college produces its first graduating class in 1971/72.

Recruitment of student teachers for the new college will be on a competitive
basis. The first-cycle certificate will be required, and only seventy students will
be accepted each year. The course will cover three years and the students will be:
required to pass a final examination, after which they will undergo practical
training before receiving the certificate automatically placing them on the govern-
ment roll as teachers.

Assistant teachers will continue to be trained in the CAFOPs, but the curriculu:n
will be entirely revised. They will be recruited at the end of the first cycle of seco:d-
ary education and will be prepared in one year to receive the Elementary Certi-
ficate of Pedagogical Aptitude (CEAP). The capacity of each existing centre is 120
students. The capacity. of the new centres will be 240. :
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1. Capital cost of extension of
teacher-training programme

The estimated capital cost of the extension of teacher training is shown in Table 12.
The table distinguishes between the cost of construction and furniture, which
will be financed by the Ivory Ccast government, and the cost of audio-visual
equipment, which wil! be financed by foreign aid.

TABLE 12. Capital costs of expansion of teacher-training institutions (in thousands of cra francs)

Audio-visual

Construction Furniture cquipment Total

Six existing CAFOPs . — — 69 000 69 000
Teacher-training college 153 000 40 000 90 000 283 000
Model CAFOP 109 200 6515 17510 133 225
CAFOP at Abidjan 116 700 9235 21 190 147 125
CAFOP at Man 151 060 10160 23 665 184 885
Total 529 960 65 910 221 365 817 235

2. Operating costs

(a) In-service fraining for instructors

There will be two different programmes: the in-service training programme for
monitors and assistant monitors to enable them to become assistant teachers, and

. the training programme for all instructors to prepare them for teaching with

O

television.
In-service training for monitors and assistant monitors. In 1967/68 the number

~of assistant monitors and monitors was, respectively, 718 and 1,735. It is estimated

that as a result of promotions and drop-outs, the respective numbers of assistant
monitors and of monitors to be given further training will be 480 and 1,200 in 1969.
The in-service training of assistant monitors wiil be conducted in three stages of
six weeks each during the summers of 1969, 1970 and 1971. The in-service training

TaBLE 13. Cost of teacher-traini~g programmes (in *housands of CFa francs)

1969 1970 1971 1972 1973 Total

Living costs of trainees i
Assistant monitors 9840 9 840 9 840 . 29 520
Monitors 4920 7380 7 380 17220 12 300 <7200
Television teaching 21000 21000 42 000
Staff and faculty 3384 3948 3948 5640 5076 21996
Total 18 144 21 168 21 168 43 860 38 376 142 716

SOURCE lvory Coast Ministry of national education, Programme d'action. op. cit., p. 92.
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of monitors will take place in two stages of six weeks each, extending from the
summer of 1969 to that of 1973.

Training for television teaching. This special training will be carried out in four-
week courses to be taken by all the 6,000 instructors now in service. It will take
place during the school years 1971/72 and 1972/73.

The estimated total cost of these two training programmes is shown in Table 13.
It is anticipated that the entire cost of these re-training programmes will be
covered by Unicef. .

(b) Costs of teacher-training centres

A detailed draft budget for the expenses of the Teacher-training college for 1970
is given in Table 14.

TaBLE 14. Anticipated expenditure of the- Teacher-training college for 1970

Expense financed by Expense financed

the Special Fund by the Ivory

Coast government

Kind of expense (US$) (CFA francs) {CFA f{rancs)

Foreign professors (420 000) 105 000 000 15 784 000
Scholarships for Ivorian counterpart { 34 000) 8 500 000 .
Native teaching stafl 3240 000 .
Administrative stafl 2 776 000 -
Service personnel 4200 000 -
Maierial and operation 5600 000 .
Total (454 000) 113 500 000 31 600 000 -

sourct Ivory Coast Ministry of national education, Programme de formation de Maitres (Teacher- -
training Programme). pp. 11, 12 and 15.

The current costs of the CAFOPs have been estimated as shown in Table 15.

TasLE 15. Current cosis cf centres for group leadership and teacher training

Year ’ ' CFA francs
1969 213000 000
1970 ) 225000 000
1971 . 437000 GO0
1975 462 000 000
1980 550 000 000

If the different programmes for training and re-training of instructors are
carried out as planned, the number of new assistant teachers and full teachers can
be forecast as in Table 16.
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TasLE 16. Forecast of new assistant tcachers and teachers joining the primary-school 1eaching
staff from 1969 to 1974

1969/70 1970/71 1971172 1972173 197374

Assistant teachers

Re-trained assistant monitors 480

Re-trained monitors 240 120 240 600

Graduates of CAFOPs 600 600 700 800 1 000
Total . 600 840 1300 1040 1600

Teacherst . ' 65 65

I. No allowance is made for assistant teachers who are promoted to the grade of full teacher. Moreover,
a section of the Dabou CAFOP is now training teachers who are secondary-school graduates, but they
are being channelicd towards the Advanced Teacher-training coifege to become -teachers in secondary-
general education,

By 1973/74 all the monitors and assistant monitors will have been re-trained;
the primary-school teaching staff will then be composed exclusively of teachers
and assistant teachers. Thereafter, the only sources of teacher training will be the
Teacher-training college and the CAFOPS. it is calculated that the number of
assistant teachers trained will be 1,100 in 1974/75 and will be stabilized at 1,300
starting with 1975/76. .

This section has analysed the cost of the 1vory Coast government’s decision to -
raise the qualification level of primary-school instructors. The following section
discusses the cost of introducing television as a teaching medium.

[I1. Introduction of educational television and its effect
on the cost of primary education .

The introduction of television has a number of objectives: improvement in the
efficiency of primary-schonl education, post-primary education, the further
sducation and training of ieachers already in service, and the provision of an
effective cultural medium for adult education. The task assigned to educational
television is therefore an ambitious one. Owing to the time required to install
production centres and prepare the progranime, the broadcast of the first televised
courses to the schools will probably not begin uniil the schiool year 1971/72, so
that at the present time the school television system is at the planning stage.

At this stage, three kinds of questions are of particular concern to educational
planners. The first is whether the television method of teaching is justified in terms
of the additional costs involved and the expected advantages, or whether some
other solution might not be better. The second question is whether the television
project is feasible considering its total cost, the available resources, and other
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educational targets. Thirdly, proper planning is needed for the implementation
of the various parts of the school television project.
This section will concentrate particularly on the cost asperts.!

A. Planning the introduction of television

1t is useful to distinguish four aspects of educational television which demand
separate planning: {i) technical; (ii) content and teaching; (iii) supporting commu-
nication and evaluation; and (iv) training provisions. All these have been sepa-
rately planned in the Ivory Coast.

Technical requirements have already been carefully studied. A detailed analysis
of the equipment to be used has teen made with due consideration for conditions
of climate, location of the schools (areas with or without electricity supply,
terrain relief and relative distances from transmitters) and teaching requirements.
The problem of the instaliation, maintenance and repair of television sets has also
been examined. A time-table has also been drawn up, for determining the different
stages of installation of the television network.

The preparation of the primary instruction programme and the determination
of the content of the transmissions have been entrusted to the research section of
the Teacher-training college. The Target Programme for the Ivory Coast school
television system is summarized in Figure2. As the chart shows, school programmes
will be transmitted for ten hours each school day. The first hour before the children
arrive will be devoted to transmissions for the instruction and guidance of the
teachers; during the day there will be televised courses for the six grades of primary .
schools and the two ‘grades’ of post-primary informal education—and for an hour
in the evening there will be a programme of educational telcvision for adults.

Contact with teachers will be maintened by means of special transmissions for
them and by sending them typed or printed instructions. Still closer contact will be
established through the pedagogical advisers, who will be expected to visit each
teacher once a month.

Programme evaluation will be carried out by means of 2 closed circuit connecting
the Teacher-training college and a model CAFOP with the primary schools where
the televised instruction is given. This closed circuit will make it possible to
observe the reactions of the pupils to the school television programme. An
evaluation on a broad scale is planned to be carried out after the school television
system is actually in operation.

As has been said earlier, in order t« provide training in the use of television for
teaching staff, a four-week training course is planned for all teachers. It will be
supplemented with television transmissions especially organized for them.

1. Other aspects of planning the introduction of school television arc. discussed in The new
media: memo to educational planners by W, Schramm, P. H. Coombs, F. Kahnert and J. Lyle,
Paris, Unesco/IIEP, 1967, which contains a series of recommendations for planning the introduc-
tion of new educational media.
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FIGURE 2. Summary of transmissions by school television.
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For the technical personnel, a detailed plan has been established to send certain
Ivorian personnel abroad for periods of technical training and to train others in
the Ivory Coast. Under this plan, the number of foreign technical assistants—
which will be relatively large during the first years of the operation of the program-
me—can be gradually reduced, and it is expected that after ten years all the
foreign technical assistants will have been replaced by Ivorian personnel.

B. Evaluation of total costs of school television

A detailed estimate of the capital investment and operating costs during the first

ten years of the programme has been made.

1. Capital costs

It is convenient to distinguish between the capital costs of production, transmission
and reception. o

(a) Capital costs of production

This capital cost covers the building and equipment necessary for the creation of a
television production centre to prepare programmes for televised instruction.
Buildings. The production centre will include a programme preparation unit,
a filming and recording studio and rooms for specialized work. The total cost of
the centre has been estimated at 243 million CFA francs.
Equipment. The proposed equipment consists of six combined television camera
units, two television film projectors (telecines), four camera tube still projectors

for text material (combined video, sound and lighting units) and one order system.

The cost of this equipment is estimated at 320 million cra francs. The installation
will be spaced out between 1969 and 1971. ‘

(b) Capital costs of transmission

In 1967 the Ivory Coast public television system had three stations, each reaching -
an area within a radius of 100 miles. It is estimated that the area covered by these
three stations includes two-thirds of the population of the country. A fourth
transmitting station will be installed at Tanda.

At present, television programmes are regularly transmitted from 12.30 to 1.30
p.m. and from 7.15 to 10.30 p.m. If these programmes are kept within their present
limits, it would be possible to use the free hours for school television, as shown in
Figure 2.

The planned transmission of the school programmes implies that the television
transmission equipment will be used extremely intensively — for 13 hours and
15 minutes every day instead of 3 hours 15 minutes, four times as much as now.
If the televised instruction is to be extended to all the public schools, it would
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probably be necessary to add still other stations to the transmission network in

- order to cover all parts of the country. However, the Plan contains no mention

of any capital cost for further development of equipment or for extending the
transmitting network, and any such expenditure seems to be left entirely to the
Ivory Coast television system.

(c) Capital costs of reception

These capital costs consist mainly of the receiver equipment to be installed in the
schools. One aerial per school, and one large-screen television receiving set per
classroom seating forty-four pupils, are planned. As some parts of the country
are without mains electricity supply, the Plan provides that 50 per cent of the

+ television receivers should have their own power supply.

In order to avoid interruption of the televised instruction, a standby set will be

. provided for use in the case of a breakdown. Later, however, when more than one

classroom in a school has been equipped, it will no longer be necessary to provide

. a standby set, since the programmes do not overlap in time and it will always be
. possible to switch pupils from one classroom to another in the event of temporary
trouble with the equipment.

In determining the rate at which the televised method of instruction will be
applied, it has been planned that the programme will begin in 1971/72 for the
first grade. in that year, one-fifth of all first-grade classes will be equipped. The
following year another one-fifth of all first-grade classes will be equipped, and
at the same time an equivalent number of second-grade classes, so that the pupils
who have begun their education with television can continue with it. This will be
continued until all first-grade classrooms are equipped (1975/76), and after that
until all primary-school classrooms are provided with television sets (1980/81).

The Plan estimated, in the light of population forecasts and trends in rural
migration, that one-third of the primary-school enrolment will be in rural areas
and two-thirds in urban or semi-urban areas (towns of over [,000 inhabitants).
This means that one-third of the pupils will attend three-room (rural) schools,

. and two-thirds will attend six-room (urban and semi-urban) schools.

The policy of gradually equipping all first-grade classrooms with television sets

- over a period of five years will be applied to both urban and rural schools. Enrol-
: ment in urban schools is assumed to be twice that in rural schools, but the rural
© schools receive first-grade pupils only in alternate years, and it will be necessary to
.-equip.sufficient classrooms in these schools to cater for a double entry (i.e., the
. equivalent of two years’ first-grade entry). Thus, the number of first-grade class-
. rooms to be equipped is the same in urban and rural schools.

The Plan assumed that in 1975/76, the total first-grade enrolment will be 105,000.

© Assuming the two-thirds to one-third ratio between urban’'and rural schools, this

means that 70,000 first-grade pupils will enrol in urban schools and 70,000
pupils in rural schools (i.e. two years’ entry). On the basis of forty-four pupils per
class, this means that a total of 3,180 classrooms must be equipped, in urban and

. rural schools together, if all first-grade classrooms are to be equipped by 1975/76.
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11. Ivory Coast

Spreading this installation over five years means that 318 classrooms must be
equipped each year in both urban and rural schools. After 1976, installation of new
equipment for first-grade classes will be needed only for additional classrooms built
as a result of population growth, although new installations will still be needed
for subsequent grades, in order that all primary-school classrooms should be
equipped by 1980. '

The total annual requirements for new television equipment for the whole
period 1971-80 are shown in Table 17.

If the planned time-table is adhered to, the equipment and installation costs will
amount to between 130 and 230 million cFa francs a year.

In addition to the costs of installation of television sets in the schools, there is
the related expenditure for maintenance and repair services. It is planned to
establish the principa! maintenance section at Abidjan, with six regional sections.
These sections will be provided with the necessary material and equipment and
also a vehicle pool, enabling them to inspect and install equipment in the schools.

The Plan also includes provision for the capital expenditure needed for replacing

"~ worn-out receiving sets. As the average life of a television set is five years, it is

necessary to provide for the replacemen: of the sets five years after their initial
installation.! It will not be until 1975 that the replacement cost of the set must be
taken irto account. ' _

The total capital costs of school television can now be summarized in Table 18.

TasLE 13. Capital costs of school television in the Ivory Coast {in millions of cra francs)

1969 1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978

Production
Construction - 243
Equipment i72 118 36

Transmission! . — — — — — — — — _ _

Reception
C!.ssroom equipment 130 128 152 172 232 196 192 178 160
Maintenance service 146 18 20 18 22 14 18 18 14
Replacement . 112 112 138 156

Total 415 394 182 172 190 EZ 322 322 334 330

" 1. No estimate has been made for transmission investment. See pp. 34-35.
. source Ivory Coast Ministry of national education, Programme d'action, op. cit., Annex 13,

2. Recurrent costs

- As in the case of capital costs, we shall examine successively the recurrent costs
" relating to production, transmission and reception.

1. The more usual procedure is to include an allowance for depreciation in estimates of current
expenditure. We shall see below that by neglecting this, the Plan under-estimates future unit costs.
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(a) Production recurrent costs

The production unit will begin operations in 1970/71. The first year will be devoted
to experimentation and study of the first-grade programme. The following year,
the first-grade programmes will be transmitted and at the same time preparation
of the second-grade programmes will get under way. The same procedure will be
followed in subsequent years. Thus six years will be required to complete the
programmes for all the primary-school grades. After that, programmes already
produced could, if necessary, be used again, but this would mean the loss of one
of the essential advantages of the television method, namely continuous adapta-
tion of the instruction to meet new requirements. The Plan therefore provides for a
complete re-appraisal of the instructional programme every six years.

During the first six years of operation, costs of the production unit will increase
each year because of the necessity for re-examining former transmissions and
making necessary adjustments to the programmes in the light of an evaluation
of their results. Moreover, during that period certain initial costs must be met,
such as the training of personnel and the provision of technical assistance to get
the operation under way. When the foreign technical assistants can be replaced by
Ivorian technicians, however, the costs will decrease considerably, as shown by
Table 19. '

TABLE 19, Recurrent costs of production (in millions of cFa francs)

Year ) Production Technical assistance Total
1969/70 ) 41 . 66 107

1970/71 157 161 318 :
1971)72 180 183 363 ¢
1972/73 194 194 388 ¢
1973)74 : 207 199 406 °
1974)75 213 205 418 -
1975/76 227 205 432 ;
1976/77 204 . 184 388 -
1977/78 199 164 363 .
1978/79 196 99 295 -
1979/80 191 —_ 191

SOURCE [Ivory Coast Ministry of national education. Programne d'action, op. cit., Annex I5.

When production costs have become stabilized, they will amount to about
200 million cra francs per annum. However, as these costs do not depend on the
number of pupils, the cost per pupil will decrease as the total number of pupils
increases.

(b) Transmission recurrent costs

The recurrent costs of transmitting the school programmes consist of supplementary
costs for the operation of the Ivory Coast radio-television system during the hours

38



11. Ivory Coast

devoted to broadcasting school programmes, that is the costs of power consump-
tion, operation, supervision and maintenance. These costs will increase from 1971
to 1977 as the system expands after which they will be stabilized.

(¢} Reception costs

The recurrent costs of the receiving network, which will be greater as the number
of pupils increases, are much more difficult to forecast accurately because they
depend heavily on the development of the various elements of school infrastructure
(types of school and their distribution in the country) and the power supply for
the receiving sets (mains or batteries). The power consumption must be included
in the recurrent costs of reception, and also expenses for the upkeep of the equip-
ment (spare parts and labour cost of emergency repairs) and for regular inspection
and control service by a travelling team. Some of the costs of such technical
infrastructure are, to a certain extent, independent of the numnber of classrooms
equipped, which means that the unit cost for reception will depend on the number
of pupils.

It is now possible to summarize the over-all structure of the recurrent costs of
the Ivory Coast school television system (see Table 20).

-

TasLe 20. Summary of recurrent costs of school television {in millions of cra francs)

Year Production Transmission Reception Total
1969/70 107 -— - 107
1970/71 318 7 —_ 325
1971/72 363 44 88 495
1972/73 388 50 119 557
1973/74 406 57 162 625
1974/75 418 63 209 690
1975/76 432 72 261 765
1976/77 388 77 326 791
1977/78 363 77 377 817
1978/79 295 77 424 796
1979/80 191 80 472 743

source Ivury Coast Ministry of national education, Programume d'action, op. cit., Annexes 14 and 15.

C. Additional costs and anticipated advantages

O
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of teaching by television

The introduction of television in the Ivory Coast will not have, strictly speaking,
an experimental stage. Therefore the Plan advocated a number of studies to be
carried out before the school television project is applied: (i) a study relating to
the evaluation of experiments in the field of television and general educational
technology; (ii) an inventory of basic research in child psychology; (iii)} prepara-
tion of a curriculum for the Teacher-training college: (iv) preparation of a curri-
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culum for the CAFOPs; (v) preparation in detail of primary curriculum; (vi)
preparation of post-primary, educational programmes.

However, such research has barely begun, so that it is not possible to make a
cost/efficiency analysis of school television in the Ivory Coast. It is, nevertheless,
useful to attempt to estimate the additional costs of teaching by television and to
list its advantages without attempting to measure their real effects.

1. Additional costs of school television

The Plan estimated that the recurrent costs of school television will become
stabilized, in 1979/80, at 200 million cFA francs annually, but before that time
annual expenditures may reach as much as 432 million cFa francs, so that 2 mil-
lion cFa francs is by no means representative of the costs during the period.

After costs become stable, however, the Plan estimates an annual cost of 80
million for transmission and a gradually decreasing cost of reception, which
implies the unit costs shown in Table 21. -

TaBLE 21. Unit costs of televised instruction

Number of pupils

Kind of expenditure and units cost 50 000 100 000 500 000 1 000 000

Total expenditure in millions of
CFA francs

Preduction 200 200 200 200 -

Transmission 80 80 80 80

Reception 110 125 350 650
Total 390 405 630 930 -

Unit costs in cra francs -

Production 4 000 2 000 400 200

Transmission 1 600 800 160 80

Reception 2200 1250 700 650
Total 7 800 4050 1260 930 -

SOLFCE  lvory Coast Ministry of national education, Programme d'action. op. cit., p. 160.

In order to see the behaviour of the unit costs during the period of implementa-
tion of the Plan, however, it is preferable to calculate directly the total anticipated
costs and the number of pupils who will be taught by the television method, as
shown in Table 22 and Figure 3.

After 1978/79 the production and transmission cost per pupil/hour will become
lower than the reception cost per pupil/hour. This raises the question as to whether
it would not be cheaper to incrcase the number of hours of transmission rather
than increase the number of television receiving sets. However, in the Ivory

_Coast, the total school television transmissions already planned cover eight hours

O
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each day. It is not possible to increase that total except by creating a second tele-
vision channel, which would require a relatively large outlay of capital. Further-
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more, the transmission costs so far considered are only marginal costs, representing
the additional expense to the Ivory Coast television system of the transmission of
the school programmes. If a second channel were created exclusively for school
television, the entire cost vould have to be attributed to the school television
budget, which would make the unit cost of transmission much higher.

The target of the Ivory Coast government is to provide instruction by television
for all primary-school pupils in the country. There is therefore no real choice
between increasing the number of transmission hours or enlarging the audience.
Enlargmg the audience is the aim—at least until the entire primary-school enrol-
ment is covered by this method of instruction.

Moreover, it is questionable whether it would be educationally desirable to
increase the number of transmitting hours. According to the Plan each of the
four grades of basic primary school will receive four [5-minute transmissions,
totalling one hour of televised instruction, per day; in addition, the instructor
must prepare the pupils for these transmissions, must develop the material and
make sure that the essentials have been understood, and give the pupil exercises
based on the lesson. The question therefore arises as to whether the pupils can
properly absorb more than one hour of television a day.!

Nevertheless, there is scope for savings to be made in reception costs. The Plan
provides fos every classroem to have its own tefevision receiving set. However,
since each individual classroom set will be used for only one hour per day, it
would be quite possible to arrange for one set to be used by an entire school— or
rather, since provision must be made for an emergency such as breakdown of the
receiver, a minimum of two sets will be necessary for each three-room school.
Reducing the number of rxceiving sets from three to two would of course
mean rotating the pupils, but it would seem possible, by careful arrangement
of the hourly schedule of classes, to reap the maximum pedagogical advan-
tage from the transmissions wuile keeping to a minimum the number of
class rotations per day. Likewise, the number of receiving sets for six-room
schools could be reduced from six to four. This possibility deserves at least to be

. closely examined, because it would muke it possible to reduce the expenditure on

receiving sets by one-third, and consequently the cost of replacing and operating
them. )
In all events, according to the installation time-table set up by the Action Plan

. for 1979/80, when the number of pupils receiving televised instruction reaches

O

720,000, the unit operating cost of school television will be 1,030 crFA francs.
It appears that the unit costs is unlikely to fall below that level, partly because the
rate of increase in pupils receiving televised instruction will decline after most of

1. By way of comparison, in the Samoan Islands the daily transmission times for the four
grades of basic primary school are as follows:

First grade 1 h 35 mins.
Second grade 1 h 35 mins.
Third grade 1 h 50 mins.
Fourth grade 1 h 50 mins.

Source : New educational media in action; case studies for planners, Vol. 1. Paris, Unesco: 1IEP,
1967 (Table 3, p. 25).
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the schools are equipped, and partly because at that stage the unit cost will
consist mainly of reception costs, which cannot fall below a certain limit.

This estimate of cost does not take into account the fact that the receiving sets
must be replaced every five years. If the replacement cost is included, the unit
cost of televised instruction rises to 1,410 cra francs.! On the other hand, the
introduction of school television entails a change in the school supplies issued to
the pupils. The action Plan estimates the additional unit cost of these supplies
at 500 cra francs. Thus, the additional per-pupil cost which can be attributed to
school television will amount to 1,910 cra francs.? In comparison with the present
per-pupil cost of primary education (estimated at 13,500 cra francs) this additional
cost represents an increase of 14 per cent. The problem is to decide whether this
increase of unit cost is justified by the advantages of instruction by television.

2. Anticipated advantages of instruction by television

The advantages of teaching by television must be assessed in terms of the aims of
the Ivory Coast government which are, firstly, to reduce the effect of ill-adapted
schooling, which causes rural migration (a factor detrimental to the economic
development of the Ivory Coast) and, secondly, to increase the yield of the primary-
school system.

(a) Televised instruction and its effects on rural migration

The problem of the effect of schooling on the population drift towards towns and -
cities is much too vast and too controversial to be discussed adequately here. -
We shall merely stress the fact that the Plan relies upon a re-appraisal and re- °
orientation of the educational content of the school programme to slow down the
adverse effects of schooling on the location of population. An important role -
in this connexion will be played by the post-primary informal instruction given
principally with the aid of television. »

A re-appraisal of the programme implies, however, that the teaching staff
must be capable of teaching the new subject-matter and altering the presentation
of the -etained traditional subject-matter. In other words, a certain amount of
additional training is necessary for teachers. Instruction by television may meet
this need, because the essentials of the new subject-matter will be presented in the
form of televised lessons prepared by specialists. The instructor, or monitor, will
simply need to develop these televised lessons, and he will be aided in this task
both by the instructional leaflets which will be sent to him and by the special

1. For further details, see infra, p. 59.

2. It should be noted that in the absence of sufficiently detailed information it was not possible
to assess (a) the cost of replacing the equipment of the production unit and of the repair service,
nor (b) the increased training costs of instructors due to the introduction of teaching by television
(equipping the teacher-training centres with electronic equipment, professors who have specialized
in school television, etc.).
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transmissions for his benefit. However, the effect of a total revision of the curricula,
and hence the part played by television, can only be measured after a certain
number of years of experience.

(b) Televised instruction and improvement of educational yield

The yield of primary education in the Ivory Coast is relatively low, and as we saw
in Part I, 21 pupil-years are required to produce an elementary-school graduate
and seven pupil-years are needed to produce one school-leaver who has completed
the first four grades of primary school. There are various reasons for this low yield
and several possible means of improving it. Instruction by television appears to be
one way—but is it the best way from the standpoint of cost and efficiency?

The part played by television in improving educational yield is still a moot
question, and educational authorities are far from being in agreement on the
subject. There appear, however, to be a certain number of possible advantages:
(1) a concentration of resources, making it possible to use the best teachers and
teaching materials for the benefit of all pupils; (ii) the provision of visual aids

" which illustrate a subject, make instruction more concrete and more easily and

clearly assimilated, hold pupils’ attention, and avoid mere memorizing of abstract
knowledge; (iii) the possibility of better planning of different subjects and hence a
better integration of subjects.

But these advantages are potential, that is, theoretical at the moment; the real

effectiveness of school television will naturally depend on the way in which the

instrument is used. As things now stand, in view of the insufficiency of the studies
and experiments in the Ivory Coast, it is not possible to judge in advance the
extent to which school television will play a part in improving the yield of the
primary education system.

In the preceding pages, we have endeavoured to show how the Ivory Coast Action
Plan has forecast the effects of the improvement of teacher qualifications and the
introduction of school television on educational costs. We shall now try to compare

. the total cost of the reform with the total resources which may be devoted to

primary education, to see whether the reform is feasible from the point of view of
necessary resources. '

"1IV. Outlook fi.: carrying out the reform

of primary education: costing and financing

The estimation of the cost of introducing a reform is doubly useful from the point
of view of educational planning. On the one hand, if the cost estimate is suffi-
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ciently realistic and accurate and if it covers all the possible alternatives, it can
serve as the basis for a rational and well informed choice between various solutions
in the light of political and other restraints. At the same time, it will show whether
or not the reform is feasible in terms of available resources. This section isconcerned
with this latter problem.

A. Trend of recurrent costs and outlook for
financing them

In estimating recurrent costs for primary education, the Plan took as a base the
average costs in 1967. It then estimated the effect of the different improvements
in primary education on this average cost. The new estimate of cost was held
constant thereafter and served as a basis for estimating the figures for the numbers
of pupils who might be in school in 1975 and 1980.

Such a .procedure can lead to a significant under-estimation of cost, as it is far
from certain that costs can be kept constant, especially over such a long period
of time. Moreover, the behaviour of the various components of cost may
differ.

1. Projection of the different components of the current cost
of primary education

In order to take into account the different behaviour of the various cost compo- :
nents and the main characteristics of the financing of primary education in the :
Ivory Coast, it is convenient to distinguish between the following costs: :

{a) Cost of personnel

{b) Cost of classroom operation and supplies

{c) Cost of televised instruction

{d) Cost involved in subsidizing private schools. .

In order to calculate the additional cost of the introduction of school television

and the upgrading of teachers, some allo™ance must be made for extra expenditure
on teacher training, even though the costs of teacher training are normally
considered as costs of secondary or higher education. In fact the Educational
Plan includes all teacher-training costs in: the expenditure of the general educational
system rather than in the costs of primary education.

(a) Personnel cost

In order to estimate the cost effect of upgrading teacher qualifications, the Plan
took as a basis the distribution of teachers by qualifications in 1967 and estimated
the difference in salary between assistant teachers and monitors and assistant
monitors, calculating all salaries at a level 20 per cent hlgher than the starting-
point of the salary scale.

, 16
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This method is an inaccurate guide to future expenditure, for the following
reasons:

1. The replacement of monitors and assistant monitors can only be carried out as
they complete their additional training, and the increased salary cost will
therefore be spread out over the training period.

2. This method makes no allowance for seniority of teaching personnel. For

~example, a monitor half-way along in his career may become an assistant
teacher at the start of the salary scale when he has completed his additional
-training. Therefore, establishing a/l salaries at a level 20 per cent higher than
the beginning salary tends to exaggerate the salary difference. ‘

3. Moreover, the method does not take structural changes in the teaching force
according to seniorijty into account; such changes depend on the rate of recruit-
ment of new teachers, advancement in the career of those already engaged,
numbers leaving the profession and numbers retiring.

4. The method allows only for variations in salary expenditure and ignores the
costs of providing new teacher-training capacity.

5. Lastly, no account is taken of family allowances, bonuses and other benefits.
For all these reasons, we considered it preferable to preceed systematically,
distinguishing between the following stages: (i) estimate of the distribution of each
type of teacher by seniority, and changes in this dlsmbutxon (ii) estimate of total
salaries, considering this distribution and the salary scale; (iii) estimate of other
factors of salary costs (allowance etc.); (iv) estimate of possible real increases in
salary costs (measured in constant prices). '

(i} Structure of teaching staff according to seniority

The structure of the teaching staff by grade in 1966/67 and 1967/68 was as
follows:
1966/67 196768

Teachers 576 692
Assistant teachers 2525 3345
Monitors 1618 - 1735
Assistant monitors 1032 718

In order to adjust the school year to the budget year, we have assumed that the
“budget for the fiscal year 1967 covered 8 months of the school year 1966/67 and
.4 months of the school year 1967/68. With this adjustment, the number of teachers
-employed in the penod of the 1967 annual budget becomes the following: .

Teachers 615
Assistant teachers 2798
Monitors 1657
Assistant monitors 927

If the starting salary were assigned to each of these instructional categories, the
total expenditure for salaries would be 2,405,480,000 cFa francs. However, the
actual allocation for salaries of the primary-education teaching staff in the 1967
budget was 2,747 million cFa francs, that is 14 per cent more. Considering the -
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salary range and assuming that the difference between beginning salary
and maximum salary is spread out over a period of 30 years, the average
seniority of the teaching staff can be estimated at about 5 years above the starting-
point of the salary scale. This estimate can obviously be only approximate—
especially since we have taken the amounts allocated in the 1967 budget and not
actual expenditure. Naturally, if data were available, it would be preferable to
base the estimate on the reail seniority of the teaching staff.

As we have seen, the number of new assistant teachers starting in primary
education—including monitors completing their upgrading courses and those
produced by the CAFOPs—will increase from 600 in 1968/69 to 1,200 in
1976/77.! Assuming that the annual rate of loss will be 2 per cent for teachers
entering the profession during or after the school year 1968/69 and 3 per cent
for those already active,® the distribution of the assistant teachers by seniority
can he estimated as shown in Table 23.

TaBLE 23. Projection of assistant teachers by seniority

Senijority 1967 /%58 T 1968/69 1969770 1970/71 1975/76 1980/81
0 600 600 840 1 200 1 200
1 I, 588 588 1078 1176
2. —_— 576 - 1536 1152
3 978 1128
4 1196 1104
5 3 3451 756 . 1080
6 I 3244 528 968
7 L 3144 . 516 1376
8 — s 3043 873
9 1066
10 672
1 : 468.
12 o 5 456
13 : — 2542 ’
14 ‘ '

15

16

17

18 : — 2040
Total 3345 . 3%44 4332 5047 10 330 14759

. This figure represents the total number of assistant teachers in 1967/68, at the average level of
seniurily, It has Leen assumed that the average senionty would increase by one year every year. That
is not strictly true, because those going into retirement have longer seniority and their depurture has
the effect of lowering the average seniority. However, the teaching staff of the Ivory Coast is relatively
young. and this factor may therefore be considered as having very little effect.

-

Available statistics do not enable the rate of loss to be accurately calculated,
and the rates used must be considered as simply a working assumption. Neverthe-

1 See supra, page 31,
2. This difference in rate of loss is explained by the fact that teachers beginning their service
in 1968/69 or thereafter will not retire during the period considered here.
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TABLE 24. Alternative estimates of number of assistant teachers

Total number of assistant teachers

Provided jor in

Years . By the previous method Action Plan
1970/71 _ - 5047 5300
1975/16 10330 10 500
1980781 14 759 15000

TaBLE 25. Composition of the teaching staff, 1967-80

Rating 1967/68 . 1970171 1975/76 1980/81

* Assistant monitors 718 480 —_ —_
Monitors 1735 1200 — —
Assistant teachers 3345 5047 10330 14 759

~ Teachers 692 822 1018 1189
Total 6490 7 549 11348 15948

less, the results of this calculation are fairly close to the provisions announced in
the Plan, arrived at by other methods (see Table 24). ‘

Adoptmg the same procedure for the other categories of the teaching staff
produces a similar estimate of their distribution by seniority. Table 25 shows the
estimated composition of the total teaching staff by grade.

(it) Estimate of teachers’ salaries

In 1965 the salary scales for the different categories of teaching staff were as
shown in Table 26. :

. TaBLe 26. Salaries and bonuses, primary education (in cra francs)

. Salary
Rank Function Index Functional-
: Minimum Maximum bonus
. -Assistant Teaching 115-230 238 164 476 340
_ monitor ‘
‘ Monitor . Teaching 165-180 341 736 591 876
 Assistant Teaching . 210-375 : 434904 776 628
teacher :
Principal of
primary school - — —  2-3cl. 36000
— — - 5 cl 72000
e — = 6 cl LT
- or+ 108 000
* Teaching in school — = — 108 000
Principal of school — —_ —_ 108 000
O ‘ .. . ) .49
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TaBLE 26. Continued

Teacher

Primary-school
inspectors

Teaching 315-675 652 368 1408 284

Principal of
primary school — — —

Teaching in school — — —
Principal of school — — -
Pedagogical adviser — —_ -

Primary-school .
inspectors — — —

405-1100 838 752 2278092

2-3cl. 36000
5 «cl. 72000
6 cl

or -+ 108 000

180 000
180 000

264 000

SOURCE  Programme d'action, op. cit., p. 56.

TasLE 27. Total salaries of different ranks of teaching staff (in

thousands of cra francs)

Rank 197071 1975/76 1980/81 -
Assistant monitors 144 804 — —
Monitors 490 128 — —
Assistant teachers 2579 750 5214050 7678370 -
Teachers 668 081 878 808 1078 517
Total 3882763 6092 858 8 756 887 -

Assuming that the difference between minimum and maximum salary is spread
out over a period of 30 years, the teaching staff costs can be calculated on the basis
of the distribution of stafl according {o seniority, assuming that the.salary scale
remains fixed. The result of this calculation is shown in Table 27.

(iify Estimate of other factors in salary costs
Table 27 shows only teachers’ salaries, and does not take into account bonuses and
family allowances. In the national budget for 1967, the funds allocated for salaries
and other emoluments for primary school teachers were as follow::

50

{in CFA francs)

Salaries and promotions 2 747 000 000
Family allowances 310 000 000
Retirement and sick fund 1 800 000
Bonuses, etc. 80 000 000
Total 3 138 800 000

!
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Assuming that other factors as a proportion of salary costs remain at the 1967
level of 14.2 per cent of actual salaries, the salary amounts in the table must be
corrected as follows:

(in thousands of CFA francs)
1970/71 197576 1980/81

Salary 3882763 6 092 858 8 756 887
Other benefits 551 352 865 186 1 243 477

4434115 6958 044 10 000 364

(iv) Estimate of possible increases in salary costs
According to the Planning ministry, the per capita Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) of the Ivory Coast will develop as shown in Table 28.

TaBLE 28. Development of the per capita GDP

Per capita GDP

GDP
(millions of Population Amount in
Year CFA francs) (in thousands) CFA francs Index
1967 250 500 4371 57 309 100.0
1970 317 000 4630 68 466 1194
1975 470 000 5380 87 360 1524
1980 636 000 6 260 101 597 177.2

SOURCE  Programme d'action, op. cit., p. 169.

Assuming that teachers’ salaries will keep pace with the growth of the per capita
GDP, the personnel costs of primary education should be adjusted as follows:

(in CFA francs)
1970/71 4434115000 x 1.194 = 5294 333 000
1975/76 6958 044 000 x 1.524 10 604 059 000
1980/81 10 000 364 000 x 1.772 17 720 645 000

+ This rapid increase in personnel costs is due to the fact that the anticipated increase
of the GDP in the Ivory Coast is very rapid. The annual rates of increase are
“expected to be

Period 1967-70 8.1 %
Period 1970-75 82 %
Period 1975-80 6.2 %

. 'The annual rate of population growth, on the other hand, is estimated at 3 per cént.

It is of course.by no means inevitable that salaries should keep pace with the
increase of the per capita GDP and it is quite possible that salary increases will be
_kept within stricter limits. It could be assumed, for example, that the rate of salary
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increase will be only 2.5 per cent per annum, in which case the personnel costs
will develop as follows:'

(in CFA francs)
1970/71 4343115000 x 1.0769 = 4 775098 000
1975/76 6958044000 x 1.2184 8 477 681 000
1980/81 10 000 364 000 x 1.3785 13 785 018 000

(b) Costs of supplies

The trend of per-pupil expenditure on classroom materials and school supplies
during recent years is shown by the following figures:

(in CFA francs) (in CFA francs)

1961 1190 1964 1320
1962 1439 1965 1147
1963 . 1244 1966 1627

The Plan, however, considered that the school supplies provided at present are
definitely inadequate and should be increased by an additional expenditure of
approximately 500 CFA francs per pupil per annum.
Although there has not been a definite trend in expenditure on school supplies
during recent years it seems reasonable to assume that this item of expenditure
will amount to about 2,000 cFaA francs per pupil. :
On the basis of the number of teachers available, and assuming a pupil/teacher :
ratio of 44:1, the number of stiid;nt can be estimmated, and from this the total cost :
of school supplies and classroom materials, as follows: :

Cost (in CFA francs)

1970/71 _ 664 840 000
1975/76 ‘989 208 000
1980/81 1 382 292 000

(c) Costs of educational television

Here, it is appropriate to distinguish between costs of Technical Assistance
personnel, costs of Ivorian personnel, and costs of materials and supply.

(i) Costs of Technical Assistance personnel (Table 29) ,
Two kinds of Technical Assistants are provided for—experts, and French national
servicemen who volunteer for technical co-operation work in place of military

1. In the calculations which we have shown, we have not allowed for the problem of school
inspection or ‘pedagogical control’. Pedagogical advisers are recruited from among teachers.
The implementation of the advisory system could therefore be considered not as an increase in
personnel expenditure but as a reduction in the number of full teachers available for actual
teaching. In all events, the total number of full teachers available depenus on the output of the
Teacher-training college. :

O
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TaBLE 29. Personnel cost of Technical Assistance (in thousands of CFA francs)

Travel
Year Experts Servicemen expense ) Total
1969/70 ’ 63 200 —_ 7 850 71 050
1970/71 139 650 2 500 18 500 160 650
1971/72 148 350 12 600 21 100 182 500
1972/73 152 500 18 500 22 650 193 650
©1973/74 150 150 25100 23 700 198 950
1974/75 150 100 30200 24 550 204 850
1975/76 150 100 29 400 24 350 203 850
1976/77. 139 750 22 700 21 300 183 750
1977/78 -. 130 500 14 250 19 300 164 050
1978/79 82 450 5000 11 350 98 800

SOURCE  Etude technique d'une télévision scolaire en Céte-d'Ivoire (Technical study of school television
in the lvory Coast Republic), p. 89.

service. The personnel cost in the case of the expert Technical Assistants is esti-
mated on the basis of salary levels in France, adjusted to the cost of living in the
Ivory Coast. Expatriation and travel allowances have been included in the estimate,

_ as well as a regular salary increase of 2 per cent per annum. The servicemen’s pay

has however been held at the level of 15,800 French francs per annum or 40,00
CFA francs.

(if) Cost of local personnel (Table 30)

Salaries for native personnel have been estimated on the basis of salary scales for
public servants in the Ivory Coast or salaries paid by the Ivory Coast Radio-
Television system. The salary scale is assumed constant, except for a salary
increase for every four years’ seniority.

. TasLe 30. Personnel cost, local personnel (in thousands of cra francs)

Production Transmission Reception Total
1970/71 66 000 7100 2420 75 520
1975/76 84 000 27 000 64 200 175 200
1980/81 93 000 28 100 101 000 222 100

Assuming, as before, that the salary sczle increases 2.5 per cent per annum,
the above figures should be adjusted as follows:
(in CFA francs)
1970/71 75520000 x 1.0769 = 81327 000
1975/76 175200000 x 1.2184 213463 000
1980/81 222100000 x 1.3785 306 165 000

I

(iii) Cost of materials for educational television (Table 31)

" The cost of materials has been estimated on the basis of the present price level.
. Projecting into the future in terms of constant prices, the same estimates can be

g
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TasLe 31. Cost of operation and supply (in thousands of cra francs)

Production Tansmission Reception Total
1970/71 91 000 — — 91 000
1975/76 143 000 44 700 218 800 406 500
1980/81 108 000 51 000 440 000 599 000

used for the entire period, although it is possible that the prices of electronic
equipment and electric power (mains or battery), which are a major factor in this
item of cost, may be lower in comparison with other prices.

It should be noted, however that the Plan has not charged the cost of replacing
the television sets against operating cost but against the capital outlay. We shall
refer to this point again when analysing the capital cost. o

(d) Subsidy of private schools

In 1967 the subsidy granted by the Ivory Coast government to private primary
schools amounted to 581,300,000 cra francs. The Plan does not specify future
policy concerning private schools— particularly in regard to the introduction of
instruction by television. It is not known whether there will be a co-existence of two
systems—public education using television and private education using more
traditional methods. If is of course possible that instruction by television will be
generalized to include private schools, in which case it will remain to be seen to
what extent the government will participate in the cost of equipping the private
schools and training their teachers.

In the absence of information, we shall assume that such subsidies will remain
at their rresent level.

2. Total recurrent costs of primary education .
and financial outlook

It is now possible to summarize the total recurrent costs of primary education
under the various assumptions of increased salary costs and compare them with
the funds available for this sector of the educational system.

In the following analyses, we have excluded the cost of Technical Assistance
personnel because this item may be financed by other sources than the Ivory
Coast national budget.

According to the Educational Plan, the funds earmarked for primary educatlon
are as follows (in cra francs):

1970/71 5000 million

1975/76 9300 million
However, as we have seen, part of the cost of primary education—including
inspection and school supply costs—is charged to the general budgetary item

4
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TABLE 32, Total recurrent costs of primary education under various assumptions (in thousands
of cra francs)

1970171 1975776 1980/81
(1) Assumption that salary scales will remain constant
Expenditure for personnel 4434115 6958 044 10 000 364
Materials and supplies 664 840 989 208 1382292
Expense of televised instruction
Personnel | 75 520 175 200 222 100
Materials 91 000 406 500 599 000
Subsidy for private schools 600 000 600 000 600 000
Total 5 865 475 9128 952 12 803 756
(b) “Assumption that salaries will increase 2.5 per cent anmmum
Expenditure for personnel 4 775098 8477 681 13 785018
Materials and supplics 664 840 989 208 1 382292
Expense of televised instruction
Personnel 81 327 213 463 306 165
Materials 91 000 406 500 599 000
Subsidy for private schools 600 000 600 000 600 000
Total 6212265 10 686 852 16 672 475
(c) Assumption that salaries will increase in proportion to per capita GDP
Expenditure for personnel 5294 333 10 604 059 17 720 059
Materials and supplies 664 840 989 208 1382232
Expense of televised instruction -
Personnel 90 170 267 004 " 393 561
Materials ) 91 000 406 500 599 000
Subsidy for private schools 600 000 600 000 600 000
Total 6 740 343 12 866 771 20 694 912

‘Pedagogical System’ and if these sums are included, the real funds earmarked
for primary education can be estimated at:

5 500 million in 1970/71

10 000 million in 1975/76

13 000 million in 1980/81
Comparing these figures with those in Table 32, we see that even if the salary
scale is maintained at its present level, the financing of the Plan will involve certain
problems in 1970/71.

These financing difficulties are not due to the introduction of televised instruc-

tion, as it is not until 197172 that it will really get started. The financing difficulties
will arise from the relative increase in assistant teachers owing to the policy of

- upgrading monitors and assistant monitors.
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The outlook seems better for 1975/76, provided that the salary scale remains
constant. However, the figures we have given above are most likely to under-
estimate costs, for the following reasons: (i) the subsidy for private schools was
arbitrarily fixed at the 1967 level; (ii) the expense of Techmcal Assistance was not
included; and (iii) the cost of replacing television receiving sets was not taken into
account,
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The financing difficulties will ‘naturally be still greater if the salaries of the
teaching staff gradually increase—at an annual rate of 2.5 per cent for example—
and especially if they keep pace with the per capita increase in GDP.

B. The trend of capital costs and the outlook
for financing them

We shall examine successively the costs involved in the construction of classroom
space, the development of teacher-training centres and the installation of the
school television service.

1. Construction of new classroom space

No estimate has been made of expenditure for the construction of new classrooms
and extension of the network of primaiy-school inspection offices necessary for
the intensification of pedagogical supervision. This is because school buildings
for primary education have so far been the responsibility of local authorities.
In the Abidjan area, however, the construction of schools and also the construc-
tion of the primary inspection offices are financed out the national budget. In 1967
111 million cFA francs were allocated for that purpose in the national budget.

At all events, it is certain that in carrying out the Plan many new classrooms will.
have to be constructed because of the anticipated increase. in enrolments. It is
equally certain that the intensification of . pedagogical supervision will entaxl
extending the prescnt network of primary mspectxon offices.

2. Development of teacher-training centres

Detailed estimates have already been given in Table 12. In addition, two new
CAFQPs are to be created at Abidjan and at Man out of the capital cost of
“development of teacher-training centres. The total capital cost is estxmated at
817,235,000 CFA francs.

3. Capital outlay for school television system

This outlay hatc been estiriiated in detail and a time-table has been established for
spacing out the vost in time. The television receiving sets will have to be replaced
every five years, and this replacement cost has been considered as a capital expen-
diture. Such a procedure leads, however, to under-estimating the magnitude of
the replacement problem. According to the time-table for the first ten years of
implementation of the Plan (1969-78) the capital costs will be as in Table 33.
The replacement of the television receiving sets thus appears as only 17.6 per cent
of the capital expenditure. But that is due to the fact that the installation of the
receiving sets only begins in 1971 and there will be no need for replacement until
the beginning of 1976. Moreover, the number of ‘sets to be installed in 1971,
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TaBLE 33. Capital. costs of school television system (in millions of cFA francs)

Expenditure Percentage
Production
Construction 245 8.2
Equipment 346 11.6
Reception ]
Repair shops 277 9.3
Initial television sets 1589 533
Replacement of television sets 523 17.6
Total 2980 100.0

which will be due for replacement in 1976, is relatively low. As the new installa-
tionsincrease—and it is in 1975 that the new installations will be at the maximum—
there will be a corresponding need for replacements five years later. For example,
in 1981 it will be necessary to replace not only the 2,198 receiving sets installed
in 1976 to expand the network but also the 1,272 sets installed in 1976 to replace
the 1971 sets. The need for installation and replacement of television sets is esti-

mated as shown in Table 34.

TaBLE 34. Installation and replacement of television receiving sets, 1971-90

New sets to be installed Total

Sets installations

in 3-room in 6-room to be for the

schools schools Total replaced year

1971 636 636 1272 —e 1272
1972 ' 636 636 1272 1272

- 1973 636 - 954 1 590 1 590
1974 636 1272 1908 1908
1975 954 1590 - 2544 2 544
1976 . . 622 1576 2198 1272 «——' —« 3470

- 1977 622 1576 . 2198 1272 3470
1778 T 622 1410 2032 1590 3622
1079 B T o622 1244 1 866 1908 3774
1980 456 ~ 1078 1534 2544 4078
1981 456 912 1368 3470 «— 4 838
1982 456 912 1368 3470 4 838
1983 456 912 1368 3622 4990
1984 456 912 1368 3774 5142
1985 456 912 1368 4078 5446
1986 456 912 1368 4 838 6206
1987 456 912 1368 4 838 6206
1988 456 912 1368 4 990 6 358
1989 456 912 1368 5142 6510
1990 456 912 1368 5446 6814
o 57
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By 1981, all schools will be fully equipped, so that new television receiving
equipment will be needed only for new classrooms created to accommodate the
increased enrolment due to population gro\'@th. On the other hand, replacement
costs will increase from year to year, as shown in Figure 4. In 1981, for example,
this cost will be 300 million cFA francs, and from 1986 onwards it will amount to
more than 400 million CFA francs, assuming that the price of the sets remains the
same. It should also be noted that if the production equipment needs to be replaced
after ten years of operation, this replacement would also fall due in the year 1981,
adding still more heavily-to the expenditure.

CFA francs (millions)

600

——— 197180 —— 1981.90 ————— ———

Y 4
+

500

. 400 4
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Ficure 4. Total costs of television receiving sets (initial sets and replacements)
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On the other hand, the fact that the replacement of the television sets is consider-
ed as an jtem of capital expenditure and is not included in the computatign-of the
unit costs of school television under-estimates these unit costs to a large extent.
The average cost of a television receiving set is 84,000 cra francs.! If it is fully
depreciated in five years, and assuming that the number of pupils per class is 44,

84,000 382
5 x 44
CFA francs. The unit costs shown in Table 21 should therefore be increased by 30
per cent or 41 per cent, depending on the number of pupils.

the annual per-pupil cost of replacing the television sets is

4. Qutlook for financing the capital outlay

In the Educational Plan, no funds are earmarked specifically for the capital costs
of primary education, since the construction of school buildings is mostly taken
care of by the local populauon themselves. On the other hand, some funds are
provided under a budget item for the entire educational system, mainly earmarked
for increasing the number of CAFOPs, as follows (in millions of CFA francs) :

1968/69 350
1969/70 350
1970/71 350
1971/72 225
1972/73 225
1973/74 25
1974)75 25

It should be noted thal according to the Plan capital cost of the development of
teacher-training centres during the three-year period 1969-71 will amount to
817,235,000 cra francs.

No provision is made in the Educational Plan for the capital cost of educationat
television. The Ivory Coast government expects that a part of the cost can be met
by international organizations and bilateral assistance agreements, and has
accordingly approached the World Bank in connexion with the construction of the
Bouaké complex and of the CAFOP system. The equipment for the Teacher-train-
ing college may be provided by the United Nations Special Fund, which will
also be asked to help in the establishment of a pedagogical research institute.
The equipment for the CAFOPs, existing and to be constructed, will be financed
by Unicef. French bilateral assistance may help towards meeting the investment
cost for the production, transmission and reception of school television.

In view of the wide range of sources of financing and their still uncertain charac-
ter, it is not possible at this time to judge whether the whole of the investment

" outlay set out in the Ivory Coast Action Plan can be financed in the fu:ure.

O

1. The price of a television receiving set operating on the public electricity supply is 55,000
cFA francs and 85,000 cra francs for a battery-operated set. It is estimated that one-half of the
school sets will have to operate on battery. The average cost is therefore 70,000 cFA francs.
Bat for every ten sets installed it will be necessary to provide one standby set and the equivalent
of another set in spare part assemblies for repair—so that the cost per installed set must actually
be counted at 84,000 cFa francs.
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Conclusions

Some general lessons for educational planners can be drawn from the Ivory Coast
experience. The first relates to the contribution of an analysis of costs to a choice
between alternative policies. The Ivory Coast government was faced with two
choices: whether or not to introduce television as a means of instruction, and what
level should be set for the qualifications of teachers. It was decided, as a matter of
policy, both to introduce television and to improve the qualifications of teachers,
in the hope of increasing primary-school efficiency. As a pr.iiminary step in
choosing this policy combination, the Ivory Coast government estimated the
total cost of three possible policies regarding teacher qualifications, as well as the
cost of introducing television.

Thus the estimation of costs helped in choosing between alternative policies.
However, when cost estimates are used for such a purpose it is important to ensure
that they are as accurate as possible. In view of the shortage of data it was necessary
in the Ivory Coast Plan to make a number of simplifying assumptions about costs, '
but, as has been shown, some of these resulted in inaccurate cost estimates. For
example, the method of calculating the saving in salary costs implied by a policy
of employing less-qualified teachers resulted in-an over-estimate of the saving,
since the salary differential between qualified and less-qualified teachers was
applied to the salarics of all teachers, rather than to newly recruited teachers
only. ‘

The case study aiso reminds us of the necessity of ensuring that cost estimates
do not neglect any item of future expens iture. When estimating the increase in
costs due to an upgrading of teacher qualifications it is necessary to include not
only increased salary costs but also.increased expenditure on primary-teacher
training. Another omission was any allowance for depreciation in the calculation
of future current expenditure. In.view of the relatively short life of five years for -
television sets, it would be conceptually better to recognize that replacement” of
equipment will in the future represeni a regularly recurring item of expenditure,
and to calculate unit costs of television instruction. with allowance for a steady .
annual rate of depreciation.

This case study serves to emphasize that the concept of cost adopted in a parti- -
cular analysis depends on the objective of the analysis. In this case, all the cost
estimates were made in ierms of constant prices. This was quite adequate for the
purposes of comparing the costs of three possible policies, but when it is necessary
to estimate the future level of expenditure for implementation of the reform, some
allowance should be made for future increases in prices, particularly in real sala-
ries. Neglect of this can lead to serious under-estimates of future expenditure.

The assumptions th:t are made about future increases in unit costs affect the
quantitative targets and the time-table set for the reform. In the case of the Ivory
Coast, the quantitative targets were determined on the basis of constant unit
costs. These quantitative targets—480,000 primary school pupils in 1975 and
720,000 in 1980—may therefore not be reached if unit costs increase. In the
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context of a rapid growth of the economy and of the per capita GDP, it is probable
that the salary costs will increase in real terms. The achievement of the qualitative
and quantitative targets of the reform will therefore become hazardous in view of
the financing limit of 13,000 million cFA francs set for 1980.

This raises the question of the financial feasibility of the reform. An analysis
of trends in the different items of costs shows that financial difficulties may arise
not so much because of the introduction of television, but because of increases in
salary costs. Therefore if the future financial resources available for primary
education are regarded as already determined, it will be necessary either to
increase enrolments more slowly than was planned or to slow down the policy of
increasing teacher qualifications.

The aiternative is to increase the resources allocated to primary education.
One possible way is to.increase government expenditure. Another way would be
to find new sources of financing for the primary education system. At the present
rime almost the entire expenditure for primary education is financed out of the
national budget. It is conceivable that in the future some degree of decentralization
of financing could be achieved by means of increased contributions by local
authorities and families. Such new sources of financing could relieve the national
budget and facilitate the achievement of the targets.

In short, in judging the financial feasibility of an educational reform it is necess-
ary to have the most accurate estimates of total cost, based on realistic forecasts
of price changes, and also to consider all possible alternatives, regarding both
patterns of expenditure and sources of finances.
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Introduction

Within the past decade or so, most developing nations of the world have set as one
of their top priorities the attainment of universal primary education. This case
study examines how one such country, Madagascar, went about pursuing this
goal, what problems were encountered, and how cost analysis contributed to
finding solutions. It is still too early to make any final assessment of this Malagasy
effort, for it is still in process. In any event that is not the aim of this case study,
its aim is simply to highlight some of the interesting lessons from the Malagasy
experience, so that they may be useful to other developing countrics engaged in the
same quest for universal primary education.

Following the historic Unesco Conference of African Ministers of education
in Addis Ababa in May 1961, and in the spirit of its recommendations, the
government of Madagascar set a target for achieving universal primary education
in 20 years. .

Given the considerable effort already being made, it was evident to the author-
ities that this ambitious goal would not be economically feasible unless major
changes were made in the existing approach to primary education. It was clear
also that the effort would only be worth while if the content and methodsof primary
education were considerably revamped tu fit the local needs and circumstances of
Malagasy children, particularly in rural areas.

" These considerations prompted the government to evolve the Malagasy Educa-

tion Reform of 1962. This reform was incorporated into Madgascar’s First
Development Plan, covering the years 1964-68. Toward the end of this first plan
period, as the Second Plan (for 1969-73) was being prepared, the Educational
Planning Unit of the Ministry of education made three analytical studies which
constitute the main sources of information on which the present case study is
based.!

The first of these studies dealt with the cost of teacher training, the second with

" the financial implications of alternative rates of expansion of primary education,
and the third with possible enrolment targets for the 1969-73 Plan.

By 1967/68 it was plain that the primary-school expansion programme, though
it had made impressive progress, had encountered implementation troubles and
. was not on schedule. The studies by the Educational Planning Unit shed useful

light on the reasons why and, more importantly, helped clarify the feasible
options for the future.

1. Direction générale des services académiques, Projet de plan d'opération pour un programme
de recyclage et de perfectionnement du personnel enseignant, Tananarive, 1967.

Bureau de planification de 1'éducation, Etude des besoins en maitres de l'enseignement primaire
en fonction des objectives du plan, Tananarive, November 1967.

Ministére des affaires culturelles, Service de la planification de 1’éducation : Erudes préalables
& l'établissement du deuxiéme plan quinguennal, Développements prévisibles dans les divers types

~ d’enseignement en fonction des tendances du passé, Tananarive, June 1968.

Other sources used are shown in the bibliography at the end. of this case study.
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The present case study is of particular interest because it highlights problems of
implementing the goal ot universal primary education which are common to a .
good many other developing countries; it shows once again the importance of
possessing a certain minimum of facts essential to planning any major reform,
to checking its progress and to moditying its course in the light of practical
experience; and it suggests in particular how cost analysis can be useful in these
matters.

For practical reasons we must limit our attention 10 those aspects of the story
that relate directly to cost analysis, including a number of interesting methodolo-
gical issues raised. We can give only passing attention to the important question
of curriculum reform and to the vital matters of organization and adininistration
that are fundamental to implementing any educational reform.

I. Features of the 1962 reform

The two basic aims of the reform, as noted above, were (a) to achieve a rapid
expansion of primary education, consistent with the nation’s economic means,
especially in rural areas where the greatest gaps existed, and (b) to modify the
character of primary education to fit local needs and circumstances.' Specifically,
the 1964-68 Plan envisaged an increase in the ratio of primary enrolments to the
school-age population (6-13) from 46.8 per cent in 1963/64 to 53 per cent by
1€67/68, 75 per cent by 1972/73, and 100 per cent by 1982/83.

The three main features of the reform, apart from the curriculum aspects, were
(1) the division it made between two types of primary schools—the traditional
six-grade school and the ‘first-cycle’ four-year school; (2) the changes it made in
teacher training and teacher qualifications, geared to these two types of schools;_
and (3) the changes it made in financing primary education, also geared to the
two types of schools.

The balance of this study will make frequent reference to the above three
features of the Malagasy reform, hence it is important to have tiem clearly in
mind at the outset.

1. A ministerial decree of 23 September 1966 set the following guidzlines for the new curri-

cufum: (1) a new orientation of primary education which should be more practical, more related
to the day-to-day life in rural areas; (2) more intensive use of the incigenous language, Malagasy,
with French introduced only in the second grade as a foreign language; (3) more hours of practical
and manual work; and (4) greater emphasis on certain aspects of social and economic develop-
ment. '
Since the new curriculum was not articulated until late 1966, this meant that teachers trained
in the meantime would need to be re-trained to deal with it effectively. We will not attempt
here to examine the financial aspects of the in-service training programme that was evolved, since
finance was not a 1nain consideration.

1 66A
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A. Two types of primary schools

The Malagasy educational system was - patterned after the French system.
-Traditional primary schools of six grades existed largely in urban and semi-
urban areas, where school attendance was relatively high. In rural areas,
where the great majority of young people lived and where school attendance rates
were much lower, the typical primary school, if one existed ‘at all, had only four
grades. If a rural youngster was lucky enough, he might finish four grades near
home, then transfer to an urban school (perhaps living with relatives) to complete
the final two grades—but this was rare. For the system as a whole the teacher/
s;Lident ratio was very high (averaging one teacher for 88 pupils), repetitions of
grade were {requent, and drop-out rates were also very high. (Of every 1,000 .
pupils admitted to the first grade approximately 420 reached the fourth grade
- and only 104 completed all six grades).

Since it seemed clearly out of.the question to provide full six-grade schools for
all parts of the country within 20 years, the reform called for the creation of four-
year “first-cycle’ schools as an interim goal.! It was hoped that with improved
teacher training and the new curriculum, every child could attain a useful basic
education within this period, with some going on for more.

B. Two new types of teacher training

Before the reform, primary schools were staffed largely by ‘Grade C’ teachers
and ‘assist..nt teachers'. Grade C teachers had a total of 11 years of preparation;
they were recruited from primary-school leavers (six years) through a selection
- examination; then they attended a teacher-training school (coliége normal) where
they were given four more years of general education and one year of pedagogical
training. Assistant te .chers had ten regular years of general education (six
primary, four secon.iary) but had no special pedagogical training. The reform
provided for the following important changes:

1. First-cycle teo hers (for four-grade schocis) would be recruited from students
who had completed six years of primary school plus three years of general
secondary education, and then given one year of pedagogical training at a new
type of first-cycle teacher-training Centre (Centre de formation pédagogique du
premier cycle). Three points are of special interest here. First, the selection test
for first-cycle teachers would be aimed at judging the candidate’s attitudes
(open-mindedness, adaptability to a rural environment, dynamic outlook)
rather than his level of academic knowledge. Second, the centres were to be

1. Other nations, now much more developed, also elected to start universal education modestly,
“then raise the level as their economic means and teacher supplies permitted. For cxample, com-
pulsory universal primary education was initiated in the U.S.S.R. in 1930 with only four grades.
By 1949, seven years of universal compulsory education had been substantially accomplished
throughout the country. Currently, the U.S.S.R. is in process of implementing ten years of
compulsory education.
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wcated in rural areas and no more than forty students were to be trained at any
one of them. Third, the one-year programme was to have four main parts:
(a) general education (Malagasy, French, arithmetic, ctc.), (b) simple and precise
pedagogical training, (c) socio-economic training, and (d) information about
agricultural extension services.

2. ‘Grade C’ teachers (for six-grade schools) would hereafter be recruited from
students who had completed ten years of general education (six primary plus
four secondary), and would receive two.years of training at a new type of
second-cycle teacher-training Centre (Centre pédagogique du 2° cycle). The for-
mer colléges normaux (five years’ duration) would gradually be transformed into
these new-type institutions. This meant tliat Grade C teachers would now have
a total of 12 years of preparation rather than 11, including two years largely
of pedagogical training rather than one as before. The classification of “assistant
teachers’ was to be abolished as rapidly as possible (to be replaced mainly by
first-cycle teachers). ’

C. A new pattern of finance

Prior to the reform the overwhelming burden of financing primary education .
had fallen upon the six provincial governments, who on average, as of 1962,
were devoting over 38 per cent of their total budget to this purpose.' Since the
resources of the provinces were severely limited and their educational burden was
growing rapidly, it was clear that an accelerated expansion of primary education
could be accomplished only if more of the financial burden were shifted to the -
national and local governments (communes). f

Under the reform, the traditional six-grade schools, including any new ones,
would continue to be financed largely by tisc provincial governments. But all new
first-cycle schools would be financed mainly by local governments (though with
nearly 90 per cent subsidy from the national government for teacher salaries, and
roughly 39 per cent subsidy for constructing and equipping new schools).

The practical effect of this was to continue the main burden for urban and semi-
urban primary education (largely six-year schools) with the provinces, while the
financial burden for new first-cycle schools, mainly in rural areas, would rest
with local communities, aided by the central government. It also meant, very
importantly, that the creation of new first-cycle schools would depend largely on
local initiative.

1. In 1962, their aggregate total expenditures were 4,884 million FMG, of which 1,764 million
went to primary education.
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[I. Potential economic advantages of the reform

" Each of the above features of the 1962 reform had potentialities for reducing the

economic obstacles to achieving universal primary education in Madagascar
within 20 years. Four years of primary education in the first-cycle schools wonld
obviously cost less than six years in the traditional primary school. Spreading
more of the burden to the communes and the central government would lessen
the strain on provincial budgets and help circumvent this financial bottleneck.
The new arrangements for teacher training should cost less per teacher than the
old system. Finally, the lower salaries for first-cycle teachers should reduce recur-
rent costs per pupil.

These evident economic advantages were a major factor in adopting the reform,
though as far as we know no attempt was made at the time to estimate their actual
magnitude. This happened only a few years later, in 1967 and 1968, when the
Educational Planning Unit made its special studies. It is especially interesting for
our present purposes to examine, in the light of these studies, the economies
involved in the new teacher-training arrangements and the consequences for future
recurrent costs.

A. Economies in teacher training

To make a valid comparison of teacher-training costs before and after the reform,
it is necessary to include not only ‘direct instructional costs’ and ‘scholarship
costs’ but the costs of ‘wastage’ as well.

Before the reform, as was said earlier, the preparation of a Grade C teacher
(starting with six years of primary education) required five years in the collége
normal, including four years of general education and one year of professional
training. Because of the high rate of drop-out and repetition, however, it was
established by the Educational Planning Unit that the real cost for those who
finished these four years of general education was actually equivalent to 6.2 years.

“ Adding all these elements together, as shown in Table 1, the estimated total cost

of producing Grade C teachers before the reform (using 1966 prices) was 645,594
FMG per teacher.

The comparable figure after the reform was estimated to be 598,552 FMG per
teacher. This may seem at first a surprisingly small. ‘saving’ considering the
reduction in the period of training and payment of scholarships at the colléges
normaux, from five years to two vears. One must remember, however, that
in calculating the total real cost under the new programme, it is necessary
to take into account: (1) the cost of four years of general education (in
a regular secondary school), adjusted for wastage, before the future teacher

_enters the new second-cycle training centre; (2) the much higher fellowship
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TasLe 1. Comparative unit costs of training teachers, befere and after the reform (in FMG)

Unit cost Duration Theoretical Average Real
per year of cycle cost of cycle duration cost
A. Grade C Teachers
— before reform
General training
Direct teaching 17277 4 189 108 6.2 293 117
Scholarship 41 000 4 164 000 6.2 254 200
Professional training
Direct teaching 47277 i 47 277 1.0 47277
Scholarship 51 000 1 51 000 1.0 51 0C0
Total 751 385 645 594
B. Grade C Teachers
— after reform /
General training
Direct teaching 44 0321 4 176 128 6.2 272998
Scholarship 0 0 0
Professional training
Direct teaching 47 277 2 94 554 2.0 94 554
Scholarship 115 5002 2 231 000 2.0 231 000
Total 501 682 - 598 552

C. Ist Cycle Teachers
—- after reform
General training
Direct teaching 44 032! 3 132 096 3.24 140 902
Scholarship 0 0 0
Professional training
Direct teaching

+ boarding cost 258 390° i 258 390 1.0 258 390
Scholarship 51 000 51000 51 000
Total 441 486 450292

—

. The unit cost of general secondary =ducation is lower than the unit cost of teacher-training schools
@7, 277).

. Rates of scholarships: Ist year. 51,000 FMG. 2nd year, 180,000 FMG, Total 231.000 FMG.

. This unusually high cost is mainly due to a very low pupil/teacher ratio; the size in the centres being
limited to 40 pupils. )

. The high difference between the average duration of general training of Grade C teachers and Ist cycle
teachers stems from the fact that Ist cycle teacher candidates are selected among those who have had
three years of sccondary education while Grade C teacher candidates are selected among the graduates
of the [lirst stage of secondary ed:lation. The repetition rate is very high in Grade IV and the
graduation rate is low.

o N

S

type Grade C teacher would have a total of six post-primary years of preparation
compared to only five years for the old type. These various factors are shown in
Table 1. ' ‘

The new ‘first-cycle’ teachers could be expected to be the least expensive of all
to produce, since they would require only three years of post-primary general edu-
cation (at a regular secondary school) and only one year of professional training
at a first-cycle teacher-training college. The estimated real cost (in 1966 prices)
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~ was 450,292 FMG. Here again the saving might seem less than expected; the reason
is largely the very high instructional costs of the one year of professional training—
258,390 FMG per student compared to 44,032 FMG for one year of secondary
general education. This high cost of instruction resulted mainly from the decision
to limit the size of these training colieges to only forty students, thus requiring
a high teacher/student ratio and ruling out potential economies of scale. The
components of the above estimate are also shown in Table 1.
We turn now to the implications of the reform for future recurrent costs of
primary education.

B. Economies in recurrent costs

As of 1966, teacher costs represented an estimated 96 per cent of total primary-
schoal recurrent costs in Madagascar (see Table 2}; hence any reduction in teacher
costs as a result of the retorm would bring an almost proportionately equal
reduction in over-all recurrent costs.

The ultimate potential for reducing future recurrent costs per pupil under the
reform can be judged by the comparative salary figures shown in Table 3. As can-
be seen, the starting salary for first-cycle teachers was less than half that of
assistant teachers (who were to be replaced by first-cycle teachers as rapidly as
possible) and about one-third the salary of Grade C teachers. Roughly similar
relationships prevailed at the midpoints and maximum points on the scales.

On the face of it, the potential for cost reduction seems enormous, but again
one must not leap too quickly to conclusions. To obtain a valid estimate of the
actual reduction, the following important factors must be considered. First, the
new first-cycle teachers would have to be produced, and it would take time to
produce a large number. Second, first-cycle teachers would replace more highly-
paid assistant teachers or Grade C teachers only as rapidly as the existing ones

TaBLE 2. Recurrent costs in public primary education, 1966 (in FMG)

Tcaching personnel (excluding expatriates) 2546474 96 per cent

Teaching materials, etc. ) 105 240 4 per cent
' 2621714 100 per cent

. TapLE 3. Monthly salaries of different 1ypes of primary tcachers (including family allowances),
1965/66 (in FMG) . .

'

Type of teachers Number in Minimum Maximum

Tt {length of preparation) 1965766 salary salary Midpoint ~
Grade C teacher (10 4 2 rears) 743 28 950 50 580 39.765
Assistant teacher {10 years) 1360 21 560 38 980 30270

First-cycle teacher /9 -- 1 years) 181 9800 - 16800 12 500
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retired, resigned or died; meanwhile the existing ones would accumulate automatic
salary increments for years of service. Third, it was envisaged that first-cycle
teachers would teach only in first-cycle four-grade schools; how many such schools
there would be depended on how many local communities took initiative to start
them; in all events traditional six-grade schools (mainly in urban and semi-
urban areas) would continue to be taught at all grades by the more expensive
Grade C teachers, and there would be some increase in the number of such schools.

It is clear, then, that the ‘savings’, though by no means inconsequential, would
be much smaller and much longer in coming than one might conclude simply by
looking at the salary figures shown above.

The Educational Planning Unit did not attempt to make any over-all estimate
of future savings in recurrent teacher costs, partly because they lacked the facts
to do so. To make such an estimate oit¢c would need to know (or assume), among
other things: (a) the age distribution of the existing teacher force (in order to
anuge future salary increments, retirement rates, retirement payments, etc.);
(b) the distribution of present and prospective primary-school enrolments as
between four-grade and six-grade schools; (c) present and future pupil/teacher
ratios by type of school; and (d) the rhythm of future productica and hiring of
new teachers, by categories. (Facts such as these are among the minimum essential
ones required to plan and manage any educational system effectively. [t is therefore
well worth a considerable effort to establish a regular flow of such information.)

To sum up this particular section, the 1962 reform clearly provided consider-
able potential for easing the economic obstacles to achieving universal primary
education in Madagascar within the time-frame set at Addis Ababa: (a) by
limiting “ he initial goal to four years rather than six years-of primary education;
(b) by spreading the financial burden to three levels of government ; (c) by making
possible the reduction of unit costs for teacher training and for operating the
primary schools. How much of this potential would actually be realized, however,
would depend on a number of factors, the most important being the rate at which
local communities took initiative to start new first-cycle schools, the rate at which

- the production of new teachers—particularly first-cycle teachers—was expanded;
and the rate at which additional six-grade schools were created in urban and semi-
urban areas.

Five years after the 1962 reform was adopted, significant progress had been
made, but at the same time, substantial impediments to its implementation had
been encountered. We turn now to the record and problems of implementation.
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I1. Initial progress in implementing the reform

. With the information available when this case study was prepared (1968-69), we

can sketch the progress of the reform over the first three years of the 1964-68
Plan period.

A. Expansion of first-cycle schools

The Plan envisaged the construction of 2,511 new first-cycle schools by the end of
1968. On a straight-line basis, this would have meant about 1,500 by the end of
1966. In fact only 617 had been built by then, and it seemed doubtful that the fuli
target would be met in the remaining two years.

There are, of course, many reasons for shortfalls in meeting school construction
targets in developing countries, and no doubt a variety of these applied in some
measure in Madagascar. One suspects, however, that one of the main causes in
this case was the financial arrangements.

Under the reform, it will be recalled, the main responsibility for financing first-
cycle schools was shifted to local communities, with provision for help from the
central government. The estimated average capital cost of such schools was
500,000 FMG. The central government contributed 150,000 FMG of this amount,
leaving the rest to local sources. In principle it was hoped that the equivalent of
20C,000 rmG would be provided by voluntary local labour, leaving 150,000 FMG
for the local governinent to supply.

As for recurrent costs (the bulk of which were teacher costs), the starting cost
for a first-cycle teacher was 108,000 rMG, to which the central government contri-
buted 89,000 FMG, leaving 19,000 FMG to be paid from local funds. The communes
were expected to underwrite a// teaching materials, estimated at 39 000 rmG

per ciass.

Clearly these terms were feasible for many communes, as proved by the fact
that over 600 schools were built. The available statistics leave soine doubt, however,
whether they were feasible, or at any rate sufficiently attractive, for poorer com-
munities. Tabie 4 shows a wide variation by provinces in the progress made
toward the 1968 construction targets by the end of 1966—ranging from a high of
42.7 per cent in Tananarive to only 8.8 per cent in Tulear {which also had the
lowest school enrolment rate, 42-5 per cent).

Because of the low expansion of first-cycle schools, not surprisingly total

'~ enrolmentsin primary education were falling well short of the target. As of 1965/66,

enrolments stood at 486,000, compared to a target of 515,000 for 19:3/64 and
670,000 for 1967/68." Apart from the lag in school building construction, another

cause of this enrolment lag may have been the shortfall in production of first-cycle

1 These are the targets set in 1963 during the preparation of the first plan. In 1965, the pro-
jections were revised on the basis of enrolments in 1964/65 (see Table 8).
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TasLE 4. Rate of enrolment and number of first-cycle schools built in the various provinces of

Madagascar
No. of
schools to No. of
School- Enrolment Rate be built schools Per-
age popu- 1965/66 of before built at centage
lation? (Public and enrol- the end the end of the
Province 1966 private), ment of 1968 of 1966 target
Tananarive 485 000 221 409 45.6 325 139 42.7
Fianarantsoa 379 000 175 000 46.2 680 246 36.1
Tamatave 253 000 108 859 43.0 386 92 23.8
Majunga 120 000 59147 49.2 385 57 14.8
Tulear 144 000 61 300 42.5 545 48 8.8
Diego-Suarez 119 000 60712 51.0 190 35 18.4
Total ’ { 500 000 686 427 45.7 2511 617 24.5

1. 6 to 13 age group. .

SOURCE  School-age population: Burcan de planification de 1'éducation, op. cit.. Annex 1I.
Enrolment: SEDES. op. cit.. p. 25.
Data about first-cycle schools: Direction générale des services académiques, op. cit, p. 5.

TasLe 5. Output of first-cycle teacher-training centres

Tota! number

Number of of first-cycle
Year ) centres Annual output teachers trained -
1962 1 33 : 33
1963 1 81 114 -
1964 6 99 213
1965 7 187 . 400
1966 7 220 620
1967 7 250 ' 870
1968 7 277 1 147

teachers. The reform Plan called for 14 new training centres by 1972/73. The first
was built in 1962 and a total of seven by 1966/67; but there was a shortage of
c .ndidates for them and these seven centres were operating “elow full capacity—
with a total enroiment 220 against a norm of 280 (7 x 4u). Table 5 gives the
teacher output picture up to.1968.

B. Over-all expansion of primary education

. Table 6 gives an over-all view of public primary education, showing how the

teaching force (by categories) and enrolments (by grade groupings) evolved up to
1965/66. It -will be seen that grade V-VI enrolments (in traditional schools) had .
cxpanded significantly to 54,500 students, but this was well below a lhioped-for
number of 73,000 two years earlier (in 1963/64). Meanwhile little progress had
been made in reducing the high pupil/teaciier ratio. Though itis not shown in the

74



E

12. Madagascar

TasLe 6. Growth of public primary education 1o 1966

1961/62 1962763 1963/64  ~  1964/65 1965766
Teachers, Grade B 188 156 88 57 7
Teachers, Grade C 2513 2 685 2909 319: 3743
Assistant teachers 1185 1 410 1586 1 836 1377
First-cycle teachers 3 114 213 381
Total 3886 4284 4 697 5298 5572
Enrolment
Grades I 1o 1V 307 596 344 874 38_2 991 409 061 431 942
Grades V and VI .29 553 36228 41 506 45 523 54 481
Total ) 337 149 380 102 424 497 454 584 486 423
Pupils per teacher ‘ 86.7 89.0 90.4 85.4 87.3
SOURCES Teachers: Direction générale des services ucadémiques. op. cit., Annex 1D and SEDES, op. cit.,
p. 30.
Enrolnient: Bureau de planification de I'é¢ducation. op, cit,, p. 11 and SEDES. op. cit.. p. 20,

table, there was little change in the output of new Urade C teachers, partly because
the-training colleges were making the transition from the old five- year to the new
two-year programme.

As near as one can judge from the available de.a shown in Table 7, not much
change had yet occurred by 1966 in the structure of enrolments by grade or in the
high drop-out condition. There is a hint of progress in the figures given in Table 8,
however, in the proportion of students going beyond the fourth grade, where the
drop-out rate had prev1ously been especially hlgh

Tasrt 7. Earolment structure by grades

Enrolment in the first Grade

Actual e1:rolment - reduced to [ 000
Grade . 1959760 . 1961/62 1965766 1959/60 1961/62 1965166
1 105 255 131238 172000 1 000 1 000 1 000
I1 68 501 80 005 116 200 651 608 674
HI 44 678 56 354 84 300 424 428 489
v 30770 39999 59 500 292 304 . 345

v 10135 16773 29 400 96 127 170

Vi 6 694 12780 25100 64 97 145

TasLe 8. Original projections of enrolment .r7gets for primary education

1964/65 1965/66 1967/68 1969/70 1972/73

~ Total enrolment 633 000 719 500! 893 700 1067 600 1328 200
. Private 178 500 185 800! 200 500 215200 237 300
Public ; 454 500 435 100! 693 200 852300 1 050 500

O

1. In reality, enrolment in 1965/66 was already a little different:
Total 686 427 Private 220 044 Public 486 423,

SOURCE Burcau de planification de I'éducation, op. cit., p. 2.
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It would be misleading to place undue weight on the foregoing early evidences of
progress—or the lack of progress—because the reform had thus far had little time
to develop momentum. None the less, the gaps between performance and targets
were properly taken by the governments as warning signals deserving investigation.
Accordingly, the Educational Planning Unit was called upon to diagnose the
situation, to test the feasibility of the earlier targets, and if necessary to propose
alternative possibilities.

IV. A re-abpraisal of the original targets

Were the targets sct in 1963, to achieve universal school attendance by 1983,
feasible? More particularly, would it be possible by 1973, the end of the Second
Plan period, to boost the primary-school participation rate to 75 per cent?

The answer depended heavily on the answers to two other questions: Could
enough teachers be trained? Could the financial recuirements be met, especially
by the provincial and local governments?

The matter was further complicated by yet anothe. question: Would it be
possible, in addition to meeting the enrolment targets. to riise the teacher/pupil
ratio in the hope of improving quality and lowering th: exorbitant drop-out rate?

The original targets had envisaged a constant annual cnrolment increase in both
public and private education of 86,900 pupils, as shown in Table 8.

(a) Teacher requirements. How many teachers would be required for this many
students? The answer would depend on what teacher/pupil ratio was assumed.
The Educational Planning Unit made calculations for four different ratios,
ranging from 1:88 to 1:50, with the results shown in Table 9.

(b) Teacher supply. The next step was to project teacher supply, in order to see

TaBLE 9. Teacher requirements according to different teacher/pupil ratios

Teacher/pupil ratio 1968/69 1969/70 1970/71 ' 9711172 1972473
1 :88 ' 8 781 9686 10.588 ‘ 11 493 12 397
1 :75 10 303 11 364 12424 13 485 14 545
1:60 12 879 14 205 15 530 16 856 18 181
1:50 15454 17 046 18 636 20228 21 818

SOURCE  Bureau de planification, op. cit., p. 3.
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whether the above requirements could be met.! In making this calculation, the
Educational Planning Unit allowed for an attrition rate between 1967 and 1972

‘among existing teachers equal to 5 per cent of the 1966/67 stock for first-cycie

teachers (who were typically young) and 8 per cent for Grade C and assistant
teachers (who were on average older and thus would have a higher retirement
rate). With regard to the output of new teachers, it was optimistically assumed
that all training institutions would be filled to capacity, all entrants would graduate,
and all would enter the teaching force. The resulting projected teacher supply is
shown in Table 10.

TasLe 10. Projection of tcache- supply

. 1268/69 1969/70 1970471 1971/72 1972/73

 First-cycle teachers 1240 1 760 2 320 2 880 3440
Other teachers 6004 6196 6352 6 543 6699
Total 7244 7956 8672 9423 10139

(¢) The teacher gap. A comparison of the teacher requirement figures (Table 9)
with the teacher supply estimates (Table 10) quickly revealed a serious gap. To
raise the teacher/pupil ratio to 1:50 would clearly be a formidable if not impossible
task; the number of teachers needed by 1972/73 (21,818) would be more than
double the estimated supply (10,139), leaving a deficit of 11,679. Even to maintain
the present unsatisfactory ratio of 1:88 would leave a sizeable deficit (2,258) unless
new training facilities were accelerated beyond what was then planned. '
By the test of teacher supply, therefore, the feasibility of the original expansion
target for 1972/73 was very doubtful. The Educational Planning Unit then turned

" to the test of financial feasibility.

{d) Cost and finance. The Planning Unit made relatively crude calculations to get
a rough check on financial feasibility. Four methodological points about the
analysis are worthy of note. First, they did not calculate fotal costs; they computed
only the additional cost involved in reaching the enrolment target. Even then they
did not include a// additional costs. With respect to recurrent costs, they counted
only teacher-training and salary costs, omitting teaching materials and other
cost items (which, to be sure, wcre very small relative to teacher costs). They
took no account whatever of capital costs. Thus their cost estimates were
certain to be under-est mates.

Second, they made alizrna‘ive cost calculations to match the alternative teacher/
pupil ratio hypotheses used earlier in projecting teacher requirements. This would

" shed important light on the feasibility of improving the teacher/pupil ratio.

Third, they also made alternative calculations to match two different hypotheses

I It shoula be noted that the government had by now decided to increase the planned number
of first-cycle teacher-training centres to 19 from the earlier figure of 14, but the limit of 40 students

= per centre remained.
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regarding the grades of teachers to be used in filling new posts: Hypothesis One,
that al! new posts would be filled by Grade C teachers only (the highest cost
extreme), and Hypothesis Two, that new posts would be filled entirely with
first-cycle teachers (the lowest cost extreme).-

Fourth, they showed how the financial burden (of the additional costs only)
would be distributed among the three levels of government, as an 1mportant
aspect of the test of fiscal feasibility.

Teacher costs were defined to include both professional trammg costs and
salaries. In the case of first-cycle teachers, the assumed training cost was 250,000
FMG {a much lower figure than shown earlier in Table |). The assumed salary cost
was the starting salary of a first-cycle teacher— 108,000 rMmG, divided between
the central goveinment (89,000 FmG) and local government (19,000 rMG). It
was assumed that this salary would remain constant throughout the five-year
period.

In computing the cost of additional second-cycle teachers, a professional
training cost of 500,000 FmG per teacher was assumed (again well below the gross
estimate shown in Table |, but considerably above the estimate for the two years
of professional training taken alone, exclusive of the cost of earlier secondary
general education). The annual salary assumed was 320,000 FMG, the starting
salary for a second-cycle teacher, paid entirely by the provinces, and this also was .
assumed to remain constant over five years. (Teacher salaries were in fact increased
in January 1968, including an 11.69 per cent increase for second-cycle teachers.)

The resulting cost and financial projections are shown_in Table 11(a) (all new
posts filled with first-cycle teachers) and Table 11(b) (all new posts filled with
Grade C teachers). ‘

(¢) Conclusions as to feasibility. These financial estimates, as we have seen, were
crude and undoubtedly on the low side, yet they sufficed to clarify certain critical
points.

First, at the high cost extreme, to fill all additional posts with second-cycle
teachers, even at the unsatisfactory ratio of 1:88, would involve a net cumulative
addition to present existing primary-:zhool expenditures of 3,100 million FMG
over the five years {(not including capital and non-salary recurrent costs). This
compares with total expenditures of 2,900 million FMG in 1966. Any such increase
would impose such an enormous additional burden on the already strained budgets
of the provinces that it could not be considered a feasible option.

Second, at the low cost extreme, if additional posts were filled entirely with
firsi-cycle teachers, the addecd costs would be much lower (again with the above
assumed teacher/student ratio of 1:88). Even so, a high rate of annual increase in
the teacher-salary budget would be required, with the burden falling on the
communes and the central government. Using the total primary-school salary
costs of 1966 (2,700 million FMG) as a basis, the annual increase would range
between 7 per cent (at a 1:88 ratio) and 36 per cent (at a 1:50 ratio). To this would
have tc be added the costs of teacher training (ranging from 564 million to .
3,000 million FMG according to the teacher/pupil ratio assumed), plus all non-
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TasLE 11. Added cost, and distribution of financial burden, of fulfilling the 1973 target (in rMG

thousands)

(a) All new posts filled with first-cycle teachers

Pupils
‘per Financing Type of
teacher sources outlays 1969/70 1970771 1971/72 1972473 Total
Central Training 564 500
government  Salary 153970 170 524 184 230 200 962 709 686
88 Total: 1274 186
: Communes Salary 32870 36404 39 330 42 902 151 506
Total: 1425 692
Central Training 1101 500
government Salary 303 312 333928 361518 392134 1390892
75 Total: ) 2492 392
Communes Salary 64 752 71 288 77178 83714 296 932
Total: 2789 324
Central . Training 3086 856
government  Salary 556 161 610 362 661 537 715738 2543798
60 Total: 5630 654
Communes Salary 118 731 130 302 141 227 152 798 ['3058
Total: 6173 712
Central Training : 2619 750
government  Salary 809 010 886 796 961645 1039431 3696882
50 Total: 6616 632
Communes Salary 172 710 189 316 205 285 221901 789 212
Total: 7 405 844
(b) All new posts filled with Grade C teachers
Centr. Gov. Training 1129 000
88  Provinces Salarics . 613427 662 731 722921 1999079
Total: 3128079
Centr. Gov. Training 2203 000
75 Provinccs Salaries 1201240 1300490 1410625 3912355
Total: 6115355
Centr. Gov. Training 4 021 000
60 Provinces Salaries 2195657 2379749 2574727 7150133
Total: 11171133
Centr. Gov. Training 5839 500
50 Provinces Salaries 3190074 3459 329 3739149 10388552
Total: 16 228 052
S0URCE  Bureau de planification de Véducation, op. cit., pp. 7-8,
79
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salary recurrent costs and all capital costs. It was at least very doubtful that many
communes could afford such costs, even if the central government could afford
its share.

In the light of the foregoing, it seemed clear to the Educational Planning Unit
that even the lowest cost alternative for reaching the 1973 target (using only
first-cycle teachers, at a teacher/student ratno of 1:88) was beyond the nation’s
financial reach.’

To sum up, the expansion target for 1973—to put 75 per cent of all children in
primary school—had failed to meet either major feasibility test. Even under the
most optimistic circumstances, with maximum acceleration in the expansion of
training facilities, the teacher supply gap could not conceivably be filled before
1970/71, and even with a substantial increase in the rate of growth of the national
economy and of public revenues, it would be extremely difficult at best to finance
this large an expansion this quickly.

V. A fresh approach—starting with teacher supply

Faced with these stern findings, the Educational Planning Unit looked for an
alternative approach not tied to the 1973 enrolment target. They hit upon the idea
of starting with the prospective supply of teachers, which was, after all, the ultimate
limiting factor to educational expansion, Starting with the teacher supply, they
could calculate how many pupils this number of teachers could handle, then
compute the costs and the distribution of financing by sources. Here is how it
worked out.

L. Future supply of teachers .

Using the same method as earlier but with more up-to-date data, the Educational
Planning Unit projected the output and stock of teachers for each year up to 1974,
broken down by the three main categories of teachers. The results are given in
Table 12. _ CL

2. Enrolment possibilities .

How many pupils could this number of teachers teach? To determine this was a
simple matter of applying an appropriate teacher/pupil ratio. The ratio in 1966 was

y
B3

1. At the time, the Malagasy GNP was growing at 3.7 per cent per annum, and approximately
19 per cent of the combined public revenues of the central, provmc1al and local governments
was belng spent on education.
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TaBLE 12, Projection of the supply of primary teachers!

Second-cycle First-cycle Assistant
Year eachers teachers teachers Total
1966 " 3710 411 1576 5697
1967 3878 : 606 1528 6012
1968 4196 850 1491 6 537
1969 4390 1161 1409 6 960
1970 4584 1459 1379 7422
1971 4799 1871 1308 7978
1972 5080 2355 1280 8715
1973 5354 2949 1255 9 558
1974 . 5624 3 650 1232 10 506

L. This tuble is somewhut different from Table 9 due to more recent basic data used.

SOURCE  Service de la Pplanification de 1'Cducation, Erudes préalables & Uétablissement du deuxiéme plan,
Tananarive, June 1968, p. 53.

TaBLE 13. Total possible enrolment in primary education, based on teacher supply

Enrolment

Year . Public Private Total rate?

1966 472 000 186 000 658 000 43.9

1967 . 499 000 193 000 692 000 44.9
1968 540 000 200 000 740 000 46.9

1969 ) - 575000 206 000 781 000 - 48.2

- 1970 614 000 213000 827 000 49.9

1971 | 656 000 221000 877 000 51.6

© 1972 : 716 000 226 000 942 000 54.3

1973 783 000 235000 1 018 000 57.5

1974 859 0600 241 000 1 160 0600 60.8

~ L. The enrolnient rate has been obtained by dividing total enrvlment (public and private} by the school-age

population {6-13), as estimated by the Institut national de statistiques et de recherches éeconomiques
in 1966.

CSOURCE  Service de la planification de I'éducation, Etudes préalubles, op. cit., pp. 5-6.

earlier thought to be 1:88, but the use of more accurate enroiment data reduced
this to 1:82. Applying this revised ratio, the Planning Unit obtained the enrolment
projects shown in Table 13, divided by public and private schools.

These enrolment levels lmplled a 60 per cent parumpation rate in 1974, against

- the original target of 75 per cent. !

3. The fi nancral implications

It remained now to ‘cost out’ these new projections of teacher supply and enrolment
to determine financial requiremer*; and-how these would be distributed among the
three governmental levels.

1. It should be noted that the gap between these new projections and the original target resulted
not only from the teacher shortage but from the fact that the youth population had ecarlier been

" under-estimated. Thus, if the new projections could be realized, the gap in absolute numbers

O

would not be as great as the percentage differences in participation rates implied.
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This time the Planning Unit were more th:orough in making their cost estimates
and no doubt achieved relatively more accuiate results. They calculated total
costs and not simply additional costs, capital costs as well as recurrent costs, and
full recurrent costs rather than simply teacher costs. This gave a more compre-
hensive picture and a better basis for assessing financial feasibility.

Recurrent costs—six-grade schools. The method used was still very simple. They
began with the breakdown shown below in Table 14 of recurrent expenditures by
provinces on second-cycle (six-grade) schools in 1966." (Provinces, it will be re-
called, paid virtually the full recurrent costs of six-grade schools.)

TasLe 14. Provincial expenditures on second-cycle schools, 1966 (in FMG)l

Teachers’ salaries ' 2 467 400
Teaching materials 89133
Contribution to the payment of expatriate teachers ’ 107912
Subsidy to private education 81 400

Total 2 745 845

Building upon the 1966 base, the Planning Unit added: (a) an amount per year
equal to the number of additional second-cycle teachers, multiplied by an assumed
average salary of §53.000 FmG (the midpoint salary in the Grade C teacher scale,
adjusted for the January 1966 general salary increase); (b) a teaching materials
allowance of 360 rMG per pupil. They assumed that the provincial share of
payments tc eapatriate teachzrs, and contributions to private schools, would
remain cornstant during the 1966-74 peried.

TAsLE 15. Projected educational expenditures by the provinces (mainly for second-cycle schools), -
in ¥MG thousands

Contribution Subsidy to

Teachers” to the payment Teaching private
Year suliries of expatrintes materials vducation Total
1966 2467 400 107912 89133 - 81 400 2745 845
1967 2555199 107912 94 092 81 100 2838 603
1968 3 040 537 107912 103 479 81 400 3333328
1969 3143911 107 912 109 207 . 81400 3442 430.
1970 3248 000 107 912 114 933 81 400 3552245
1971 3361 653. 107 912 121 280 81 400 3672653
1972 H 3511 296 107 912 129 575 81 400 3830183
1973 ) 3 656 805 <107 912 137 663 81400 3983180
1974 3 800 196 107 912 145 634 81400 4135142

SOURCE  Service de planification de Péducation, Etudes préalables, op. cit, p. 9.

1. Budgetary data were available for 1967 and 1968 but the Educational Planning Unit pre-
ferred to use actual expenditure data; for this, 1966 was the latest year available.
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In*" s simple manner they reached the estimates shown in Table 15 for provincial
educational expenditures up to 1974.

Recurrent costs—first-cycle schools. Essentially the same method was used for
estimating costs for first-cycle schools, but in this case the financing would be
shared between the communes and the central government. A constant teacher
salary was assumed, equal to the starting salary for first-cycle teachers (108,000
FMG), and an allowance was made for teaching materials costs of 39,000 FMG
per class (to be financed entirely by the communes). By this route the estimates
shown in Table 16 were arrived at.

TABLE [6. Projected recurrent costs of first-cycie schools {in FMG thousands)

Central
Year Communes government Total
1966 23 838 40 227 65 065
1967 35148 58 582 93730
1968 49 300 80298 129 598
1969 67 338 107 977 175 315
1970 84 622 134 499 219121
1971 108 518 171 167 279 685
1972 : 136 590 ' 20 243 : 350 833
1973 171 042 : 267 109 438 151
1974 - 211700 329 498 541198

S0URCE  Service de planification de I'éducation, Etwdes préaiables, op. cit.,, p. 10.

~Capital costs. The costs of school construction shown in Table 17 assumed:

{a) an average cost of 865,000 FMG per classroom for a new second-cycle school,
borne entirely b tiie province, and (b) an average cost of 500,000 FMG per first-
zycle school, with 150,000 FMG contributed by central government and 200,000
#MG contributed i1. ‘he form of voluntary local labour, and 150,000 FMG paid by
:ommunes.

TABLE 17. Projected capital costs of first- and second-cycle schools (in FMG thousands)

Central
Year government Provinces Communes Total
1969 . 46 650 261 110 46 650 354410
1970 44 700 258 940 44 700 348 340
1971 61 800 309 575 61 800 433175
1972 72 600 - 388275 72 600 533475
1973 89 100 415210 89 100 593410
1974 105150 - 443 850 105 150 654 150

OURCE  Service de planification de I'¢ducation, Etwdes préalables, op. cit., p. 10.

Distribution of financial burden. By combining the foregoing cost estimates, it is
sossible to obtain the comprehensive picture presented in Table 18 of the total

83
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TaBLE 18. Projected expenditures on primary education by source of financing {in ¥MG thousands)

1261 1966 1969 1974
Amount % Amount Ce Amount b Amount co
Current exper.itire
State
(first-cycle schools) 41 227 1.5 107977 3.0 329498 7.0
Provinces 1580297 94.6 2591489 92.2 3289136 90.9 39813848 85.1
Communes
Contributions to
the provinces 91193 153 294 153 294 153 294
First-cycle
. schools —_ 2, 838 67 338 211 700
Sub-total 91 193 54 177132 6.3 220682 6.1 364994 7.9
Total 1671490 100.0 2809 848 100.0 3617795 100.0 4 676 340 100.0
Capital expenditure
State 46 650 7.8 105150 23.6
Provinces 35097 100.0 167810 64.4 233550 52.8
Communes 46650 17.8 105150 23.6
Total 35097 100.0 261 110 100.0 443850 100.0
SOURCES 1961 : Service de planification de I'éducation, Evolution des dépenses d*éducation ¢ Madagascar
Tananarive. December 1967,
1966, 1969,
1974 ¢ Service de planification de I'éduecation, Etudes préalables, op. cit.. Tananarive., Jun

1968.

financial requirements, distributed by sources of funds, for achieving the Educa-
tional Planning Unit’s new projected enrolments (based on their estimates ol
teacher supplies).

4. Some conclusions

The results of the foregoing analysis were presented to the Ministry of education
and became the basis for preliminary decisions for the Second Malagasy Develop-
ment Plan for 1969-73. So far as we know, the Planning Unit itself did not attempt
to assess the over-all financial feasibility of these new projections, but they hac
presented their findings in such a form that this assessment could be made fairly
easily by the appropriate economic authorities. In effect, the Educational Planning
Unit had shown how much expansion would be physically possible (in terms o:
teacher supply) if the necessary financial resources were forthcoming. They hac
also shown the financial requirements and their distribution by sources.

Our account of what actually happened in Madagascar ends at this poin
(late 1968). 1t may be worth while, however, to consider two interesting question:
on our own in the light of all the evidence presented: first, how successful had the
reform thus far been, and was it likely to be, in its objective of re-distributing *hq
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financial burdens of primary education? Second, to what cxtent had the potential
economies of the reform been realized thus far and what were the prospects?

VI. Re-distribution of the financial burden

Prior to-the reform, it will be recalled,-the main financiai burden. of primary
education  féll upon the provinces, though the central government underwrote
teacher-training costs and the communes inade modest contributions to teacher
salary costs. By 1962 the proportion of the provincial budgets going to education
had reached 38 per cent and was still rising rapidly. Unless a way could be found to
redisiribute this burder:. provincial budget limitations would clearly become a
serious bottleneck to the further expansion of primary education (which' had
already expanded cons derably since the late fifties). To meet this problem, the
1942 Education Reform relied primarily on first-cycle schools for further expan-
sion and shifted the financial support of these schools to the communes, aided by
the central government, leaving the continued support of second-cycle schools to
the provinces.

To what extent was this shift of financial burden actually taxing place by 1966,
and what was implied by the revised enrolment projections with respect to future

_shift?

Table 19 traces the evolution of primary-education recurrent expenditures in
Madagascar from 1961 to 1966, distributed by source of finance. Table 20 summa-
rizes the 1961-67 trend of total provincial expenditures and the proportion of
provincial budgets going to sducation.

We can see from Table 19 that by 1965 and 1966, thanks to a gradual rise in
support of first-cycle schools by communes and the central government, the very
high share contributed by provinces had begun to decline slightly. Table 20 shows
that, despite this small decline in over-all percentage share, the proportion of

- total provincial budgets going to education was still rising—from 38.65 per cent

in 1562 to 51.00 per cent in 1966.
Had the targets for expancing first-cycle schools in the 1964-68 period been
fully met, the percentage sharc of the provinces in over-ail primary school costs

" would have declined more, but not the absolute amount of provincial contributions

O

(to szcond-cycle schools,. The latter figure is the most crucial measure of the real
burden.”

Returningnow to Table 15, with its financial projections to 1974, we can calculate
that the adoption of the Educational Planning Unit’s revised enrolnient projections
would reduce the provinces’ share of total recurrent costs for primary education
from 94.6 per cent in 1961 to 85.1 per cent by 1964, and their share of capital
costs from 100 per cent to 52.8 per cent. By this measure, at least, significant
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TasLE 19. Primary education current costs and their respective source of financing (in FMG

thousands)
Type of cost and _
financing sources 1961 1962 1963 1564 1965 1966
Teachers’ salaries
A. Teachers and assistant
teachers : : )
~ Provinces 1362074 1540756 1764256 1994231 2331975 2314151
: P Communes 91 193 97 631 95 621 94 955 176 298 153 249
‘ " Total . 1453267 1638387 1859877 2089186 2508273 2467400
B. Expatriates :
State 25378 24 050 : 14 673
Provinces 12 041 31743 60 769 60 845 115128 107 912
Foreign Aid 350 000 275 000 295 000 306 491 283 991 303 991
Total 362 041 306743 381097 391 386 399 119 426 576
C. First-cycle teachers o _
State 4 500 3978 13 000 25 145 41227
Commune 1900 4 541 7 847
Total 4 500 3978 14 900 29 686 49 074
Teaching materials :
Provinces 106 177 99 160 76 642 71 531 73 108 89 133
Communes 3900 9321 16 107"
Total 106 177 99 160 76 642 75 431 82 429 105 240
Subsidy to private education '
Provinces 112046 88 430 77 51 85 156 70833 81 400

sourRce Service de planification Je I'éducation, Evolution a..; dépenses, or. cit.

TasLe 20. Total expenditures and educational zxpenditures of the provinces (in FmG millions)

1961 1962 1963 196, 1965 1046 1967
Total expenditures 4884 4916 4 835 4843 5687 5248 5675
Educational .
expenditures 1 764 1 900 2076 2310 2633 2677 2 875
Percentage 36.12 38.65 42.84 47.69 51.00 50.65

46.30

progress would have been made by 1974 toward the reform’s objective of re-
distributing the financizl burden. But at the same time, the avsolute financial
busden of the provinces would have increased considerably, as shown by the
following figures of annual rates of increase of provincial educational expenditures,
actual and projected.

Period Current Capital

expenditures expenditures
1961-66 10.4 % 21%
1966-69 8.3 % 219
1969-74 4.0 % e
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Whether the provinces could afford such further increases is cpen to question.
To be sure, the annual rate of increase deciines substantially after 1969 (io 4

. per cent as compared to 8.3 per cent in 1966-69, and 10.4 per cent before then).

But this still exceeds the 2.6 per cent rate at which the provincial revenues had becn
growing from 1961 to 1967 and it implies a further growth in the percentage of
total provincial budgets devoted to education—tio something over 50 per cent.
What about the ability of the communes to finance their new share of the costs
of first-cycle schools? If the Educational Planning Unit’s revised projections are
realized, by 1974 first-cycle schools will account for about one-third of total
primary enrolments. This implies an annual rate of growth of educational expend-
itures by communes of 14.7 per cent from 1966 to 1969 and 11.9 per cent from
1969 to 1974. Clearly this is a heavy burden on local financial sources. One suspects
that it may be a feasible burden in the earlier stages of tl:e expansion, when richer .
communes and those most eager for schools are coming into the programme.
But as the programme reaches the poorer and:less enthusiastic communities, the
going may get rougher and the creation of new schools may slow down (evea if
teachers are available). ' '
The financial burden of primary education on the central government up to
1966 had been very modest {(mainly teacher-training costs). But with the expansion
of first-cycle schools, both the absolute and per cent share of the central government
in financing primary education will increase fairly rapidly. A major point to bear
in mind, however, is that although the central government will contribute to
financing first-cycle schools, it can only do so //'the communes themselves take the
initiative to start a school. In principle the central govérnment, urder the financing
policies of the reform, is not in a position to take initiatives of its own to accelerate
the expansion of primary education (except by accelerating the expansion of
teacher training to overcome teacher shortages). Sooner or later, if a substantial
number of communes arc either unable or unwilling to exercise their initiative,

- the central government may be required to take further action of its own, parti-

O

cularly to aid the poorest communities, if the goal of universal primary education
is to be realized.

VII. Economies achieved by the reform

Tt.e Educational Planning Unit inade no estimates of actual or potential savings
resulting from the reform. To suggest how this might be done, the ITEP has made
the following illustrative analysis. 1t should be remembered, however, that in this
analysis certain arbitrary assumpticns have been made for convenience which
may be far from the truth, hence this iltustration should nor be regarded as a
replica of the real situation.
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In 1961, before the retorm, the composition of the teaching force was: Grade C
teachers 2,701, assistant teachers 1,185, giving a total of 3,886.
As a result of the reform, the evolution of the teacher stock would be consider-

-ably different than it would otherwise have been. The main difference is that first-
-~cycle (less expensive) teachers would replace assistant teachers, and the emphasis

on expanding first-cycle schools would lessen somewhat the relative role of the
traditional six-grade (second-cycle) schools. One can reasonably assume, therefore,
that if the reform had not occurred and there were no first-cycle teachers, assistant
teachers would continue to be hired instead. ‘

One can make the further very simple assumption (purely for the sake of illus-
tration) that in the :1bsence of the reform, there would be about as many Grade C

. teachers as with the reform, and that there would be as many assistant teachers as

there would be first-cycle teachers with the reform.
Based on these assumptions the composition of the teaching force might evolve
approximately as follows under the two alternative sets of conditions:

TasLE 21. Evolution of the com=nc.iiion of the teaching force with and without the 1962 reform

1973774

Without the With the

1961/62 1964 /65 reform reform

Grade C teachers 2701 3249 5624 5624
Assistant teachers. ] . 1185 1810 - 4 882 1232 -
First-cycle teachers ) 239 — 3650 -

Total 3886 5298 10 506 10 506 .

Under the assumptions we have made, the tota! cost of primary education would be
roughly as follows ir. 1974, with and without tie reform.

TABLE 22. Comparison of total costs of primary education with the reform and without the reform
in 1974 (in rmMG thousands)

With the reform Without the rcform‘
Teachers 3199 563! 3199 563
Assistant teachers : 384 464~ 1296 524
First-cycle teachers 420 2042
Teaching materials. _ : 287 9%4 287 984
. 4292215 4784 671 .
Expatriates » : 122 585 122 585
Subsidy to private education 81 400 81 400
Total _ 4496 200 4988 056

1. These figures e noc those given by the Educational Planning Unit but those we have computed
to take into account the length of service -of teachers (the Educational Planning Unit asstmed that
the cost of an additional teacher is equal to the salary of a teacher at midpoint of the salury scale).

2, Tt has been assumed that the increase in salary is 2 per cent per year of service, -
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Two interesting conclusions can now be drawn, about savings and about the
distribution of the financial burden.

The figures in Table 22 show that in 1974, |12 years after the reform was adopted,
the estimated annual saving would be about 10 per cent. This may seem a smali
saving, especially in light of the wide salary spread between first-cycle teachers
and Grade C and assistant teachers. But two important points must be remem-
bered. First-cycle teachers are supposed to work only in first-cycle schools, not
in the first four grades of second-cycle schools, and this seriously limits the scope
for economy. Second, the reform accompiishes much more than reducing costs.
It provides more professional training for teachers and presumably thereby makes
them better teachers. It also reduces an otherwise impossible financial burden upon
the provinces, thereby removing a major obstacle to the expansion of primary
education. , )

To illustrate the last point we have set out in Table 23 our estimates of the
comparative distribution of financial burden with and without the refcrm (still
remembering that these are based on only one set of many possible assumptions).
It shows that the reform reduces the share of the provinces by 1974 from 94.8
per cent of total primary-education costs to 83.7 per ceni—or in absolute terms,
from over 4,700 million FMG, to less than 3,800 million FMG. In this sense the
reform will clearly give relief to the provinces. But the fact remains that under the
reform (taking our illustrative assumptions) the abso/ute financial burden on the
provinces will still rise from about 2,600 million FMG (in 1966) to nearly 3,800
million MG (in 1974)—an annual growth rate of 4.8 per cent. This increase would
be subsiantially less, of course, and the share of the provinces smaller, if first-
cycle teachers were also used in the first four grades of second-cycle schools.

VIII. Some general lessons

Our purpose in examining the experience of the 1962 Maulagasy education reform
has been to learn useful lessons, not to pass judgement on the reform itself or on its
implementation. In the preceding pages a variety of specific methodological and
other lessons have been self-evident. Here we comment, by way of summary.
on a few of the broader lessons. They cluster under two general headings: (a)
usefulness and limitations of simple methodologies where facts are scarce; (b)
the essential analytical steps in the strategy of an edaucational reform.

A. The use of simple methodologies

The Educational Planning Unit in Madagascar used simple, even crude. method-
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ologies and assumptions throughout. This is not said in criticism; they had no
choice in the matter, for the basic facts and technical manpower available were
limited. The point is that in many such situations, simple methodologies, used
with sophistication, can often provide important insights of great practical value
to cducational planners and decision-makers. _

To illustrate: using simple methods, the Educational Planning Unit demonstrated
beyond reasonable dcubt that the original target for 1973 (75 per cent partici-
pation) was probaoly not feasible in that space of time, either financially or in
terms of teacher supply, and that even a reduced target {60 per cent participation)
would not be physically feasible without a more rapid expansion of teacher supply
than was then planned. Uising the data and projections provided by the Educa-
tional Planning Unit’s studies, we found it possible also, using very simple method-
ologies, to show that the savings resulting from the reform, although substantial
and critically important, were lcss than the casual observer might expect. We
found also that even with the re-distribution of finarcial sources, the absolute
burden on the provinces would continue to mount~-possibly beyond their capacity
to carry it. '

It is equally important, however, to stress the flimitations of simple, crude
methodologies and the heavy handicap imposed by lack of essential data. In the
present case, {or example, the potential value of analysis-suffered considerably
from the lack of good information about the breakdown of total enrolments by
grade levels and as between firsl- and second-cycle schools, about variations in
teacher/pupil ratios by different types of schools and grade levels, and about the
age and salary distribution of the teaching force. When the analyst is obliged to
deal only in general aggregates and rough orders of magnitude, much of impor-
tance remains.concealed. There is no substitute for establishing better information
flows, and the investment involved can pay large dividends. '

B. The role of analysis in the strategy of reform

Obviously much more than analysis is involved in designing a good educational
reform-and then making it work. Administrative and political skills are_also
needed, for example, to deal with probiems cf persuasion, of gaining understand-
ing and co-operation, of arousing support and, not least of all, of actually

~ getting things done. But analysis, including ccst analysis, can make a crucial
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difference. ,

~The first essential step begins before the reform is even adopted. A series of basic
questions needs to be asked and answered as accurately ar.d forthrightly aspossible.
What is the purpose of the reform? Is it the right purpose, the highest priority
purpose? Assuming it is, then is the proposed reform really necessary to achieve:
this purpose? What are the problems that must be overcome? 1f some sort of
reform is clearly necessary to overcome these problems, is this the right one?
Or is there a better alternative?

To test any particular reform, one must ask: What are its implications—for
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teacher requircments, financial requircments, administrative capabilitics, ctc.?
On what critical assumptions does its success depend, and at what critical points
is the reform most likely to break down? Suppose the reform succeeds, what then?
What would be the logical follow-up?

The educational authorities of Madagascar obviously considered most of these
questions. Their purpose was clear—to achieve universal primary education of a
relevant sort as quickly as possible. Though we have no evidence that they actually
analysed the implications for costs, finance and teacher supply in any systematic
way, they clearly concluded that their purpose could not be achieved under the
existing educational arrangements; thus there had to be a reform, a major inno-
vation of some sort. The particular reforim they chose clearly offered I ‘ver costs—
though how much lower was a moot question. It also offered relief to the financially
hard-pressed provinces—though, again, just how much relief was apparently not
estimated. And it included provision for making elementary education more
relevant to local needs, and for improving the professional training of teachers.

The :mportant thing missing, it would seem, was a quantification of these

cri‘ical factors—costs, finance and teacher supply—in relation to each other and

within a clear time-frame. Such a quantification was not attempted until a few
years later, in 1967 and 1968, when the Educational Planning Unit undertook
the analytical studies which we have examined in this case study. By then the
reform had run into difficulties and was running behind schedule.

It would be naive to think that if more analysis had been done earlier (assuming
this were possible, which it probably was not) these difficulties could have been

~ averted. But on the other hand, it is not unreasonable to believe that some of the

difficulties might have been more clearly anticipated—such as the lag in teacher
supply and the lag in starting new first-cycle schools—with the result that remedial
adjustments to correct them might have been initiated sooner. More importantly,
if it had been possiblc before the reform was adopted to apply more rigorous
feasibility tests (particularly as to finances and teacher supply) this might have
altered somewhat the initial choice of targets and time-schedules and possibly
other features of the reform.

This said, we must hastily add that few major educational reforms that we know
of, whether in developed or developing countries, have ever been analysed in
advance in the manner we are suggesting here. We can only hope that the time
will soon come when this will be a matter of standard procedure for all well
managed educational systems. o

The second essential step, as soon as possible after the reform is launched, is to
establish provisions for monitoring and evaluating its progress, regularly and
systematically. Inevitably unforeseen problems and developments will arise that
will affect the progress of the reform. The sooner these can be detected and diagnos-
2d, the sooner they can be dealt with. A'diagnostic system of this sort requires
first of all the choice of a limited number of “critical indicators’ that will reveal
progress—or the lack of it—at the most critical points. But to operate these
critical indicators there must be an ‘information system’ which regularly supplies
the necessary minimum flow of data on an efficient schedule.
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If teacher supply is lagging behind expectations, if costs are rising faster than
anticipated, or revenues more slowly, if therc is beginning to be a severe geographic
imbalance in the over-all patterr, or if enrolments have increased but drop-outs
have also risen—in short, if any such untoward developments are occurring, it is
important to know it as soon as possible. If left unattended long enough such
problems may become unmanageable.

The third step, and the last we will mention, is to begin evolving plans for the
next plan period well in advance of its arrival. This will be far easier if the provisions
for Step Two have been well made. After all, a *plan period’ is simply an arbitrary
slice of time used for convenience. Educational development, on the other hand,
is a continuous process, and to be successful, educational planning and the
analysis that goes with it must also be a continuous process, with ample 'atitude
for adjustment all along the way.

The Malagasy case is especially illuminating in this respect because the analytical
studies of the Educational Planning Unit were made in advance of the Second
Plan. Though our story ends before the Second Plun got started, there is little
doubt that it was destined to be a relatively sounder and more feasnble pldn as
the result of thesc analytical efforts.

These general lessons and guidelines extend well beyond cost analysis alone to
such matters as the analysis of enrolments, teacher supply and requirements,
schocl construction, curriculum, and financial patterns. This is as it should be,
for cost analysis standing alonc tells very little. Combined with other factors,
however (in most cases, factors more familiar to educational administrators),
cost analysis can add a variety of valuable new insights. Most important of all,
at a time when all educational systems are runring into extreraely serious financial
obstacles, cost analysis can be of major help in discovering ways to make better
use of available resources, and in discovering what is and what is not economically
feasible.
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Introduction

“As a result of social pressures for more and better education, the Norwegian

Parliament in 1959 decided in principle to extend the period of compulsory schoot-
ing from seven to nine years, throughout the country. The transition from seven
to nine years’ compulsory educaticn demanded careful planning, in view of the

. fact that it would not only require additional resources, but would also affect

all subsequent levels of the education system, since the higher-level secondary
schools would all be based on the nine-year compulsory school. The reforni requir-
ed a detailed time-table and also certain parliamentary legislation, so that the first:
stage in the planning of this extension of compulsory schooling was to prepare
detailed estimates of the costs of the proposed reform, and decide upon the
organizational framework for the nine-year school. A Royal Committce was there-
fore set up in 1963 to prepare the necessary legislation for the reform, and to
¢ stimate its real cost, both in terms of financial resources and in terms of the
.dditional teachers that would be required. The Committee was also asked to
examine the cxperience of the n....icipalities which had already introduced
nine-year schiooling, cn an experimental basis, and to review the 'school systems
of other Scandinavian countries in order to provide a basis for the organization
of the new school system, and its curricufum.

The Committee reported in 1965, and the report included proposals cor:~erning
the structure and administration of the new school system, its finance, and curri-
culum. It was prop~sed that the responsibility for nine-year compulsory education
should remain in the hands of the municipalities, but that the extent of central

_government subsidy should be increased to cover all current und capital expend-

iture, rather than teachers’ salaries and some other items of current expenditure,
as previously. The nine-year compulsory schooling should be seen as schooling
for all children, regardless of background or ability, and should, in principle,
be divided into two stages, a primary stage, consisting of grades | to 6, and a
lower secondary stage, consisting of grades 7 to 9. The common curriculum for
all pupils should include religion, mathematics, social sciences, natural sciences,

~ Norwegian, English, physical training, etc., and in the final three years part of the
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school time-table should be devoted to opuonal subjects.

The Comunittee also prepared estimates of the cost and the teacher requirements
of the proposed extension of compulsory edication, based on a single set of
assumpticns about such fictors as the number of pupils, the average size of classe -,
the utilization of teachers, and the alary level of teachers. On the basis of these

‘calculations the Committee judged it feasible to complete the transition from seven

to nine-year-schooling by 1970/71. However, it was clear that the estimation
of the costs of the extensinn devended to a large extent on certain crucial :assump-
tions, for instance about the size of classes in primary and lower seconc.ry
schools. And the choice of assumptions involved important policy decisions.
The timing of the reform therefore depended crit’cally on these policy decisions
and there was considerable debate in Norwegian educational circles about such
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matters of pollcy as the desired teaching staizdards in the new school syslem
particularly in relation to class size. Therefore the Ministry of cducation decided -
that before preparing thc necessary legislation it was advisable to examine more
closely the relationships between various factors in the cducational system and (o
analyse the cost implications of alternative policy decisions. In order to do this the
Ministry of education developed « sesies of educational cost models, designed to
reveal the interdependence of various crucial factors, and to compare the conse-
quences of alternative values of thesc variables on the total financial and teacher
requircments of the extension of compulsory schooling.

Thus, there is a very important distinction between the activity of the Royal
Committee, which was cssentially an attempt to provide a simple monetary
Jorecast, and the Ministry of education’s use of cost models, which was an attempt
to analyse relationships between variables, and consequences of policy choices.
One part of the experience of the Morwegian Ministry of education has already
been reviewed in an OECD study on the use of mathematical models to determine
the demand for and supply of teachers. In that case study, it was stated that
‘the main lesson we hope should be drawn from our study is that forzcasting teacher
requirements ... is primarily an exercise in forecasting political behaviour. In
demonstrating this we also want to advocate less emphasis on this kind of fore-
casting, and more concern about the systematic analysis of mcans/cnds relation-
ships in the ficld of education.”!

This case study goes a stage further by shcwing that such a systematic analysis of
relationships can be applied to other elements of cost and be used to guide policy-
making. Cost models can contribute to policy-making by sharing the cost impli-
cations of alternative policies, by focusing attention on crucial policy variables,
and by emphasizing that any estimate of the cost of introducing an educational
reform involves choices between alternative allocations of resources. Such a cost
model has been used, in Norway, to provide a range of alternative estimates of
the cost of nine-year compulsory schooling, which can be compared with the
original estimate of the Royal Committee. These alternatives have recently been
to Parliament when legislation was introduced to prepare for the adoption of
nine-year schooling throughout Norway.

The present case study is concerned with the development and- application of
this cost model to the particular problem of planning the extension of compulsory
schooling. Alternative solutions of the model, based on different assumptions
about crucial policy variables, will be discussed in turn, and will be compared with
the cost estimates of the Royal Committee (for convenience called RC63). These
alternative solutions have two main functions. First, they provide a range of
estimates of future costs, and secondly they help to explain the behaviour of costs,
by revealing which variables have the greatest influence on total costs. Both these
aspects of the model can serve an extremely useful purpose in guiding policy-

. K. Eide, 'A Case-Study in the Application of Teacher Demand and Supply Models i in
Norway contributed to the OECD Study on the Demand fm zmd Supply of Teachers in Primary
and Secondary Lr{ucanon (Paris, 1969)
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makers towards rational decisions and choices between alternatives. A later part
of the paper will attempt to assess the actual impact of such models on political
decision-making in Norway, and a concluding section, contributed by IIEP, will
draw some general lessons from this experience for other countries.

Before presenting a description of the cost model, and an examination of its
alternative solutions, contributed by 1 member of the Norwegian Ministry of
education who was closely concerned with the development of the model, some
basic background facts about the Norwegian educational system, and definitions
of some of the terms used in the case study, will be given.

[. Norwegian educational system

Before the decision to intraduce cempulsory nine-year schooling in Norway, basic
education consisted of seven years of elementary education (from the age of
7 to 14) in folkeskole. No change in the age of entry (7 years) into primary schools
was planned. Some local authorities or municipalities had already introduced a
compulsory nine-year basic course, either by means of additional classes in the
elementary school, or by means of a two-year course in lower-level secondary or
‘continuation’ schools (realskole).

After the period of compulsory -schooling pupils may choose to continue their
education in lower-level secondary schools or in academic secondary schools
(gymnasia) which prepare pupils for higher education, or in vocational or technical
schools. Higher education takes place either in universities or in vocational or
technical high schools (which are, in fact, institutions of higher educatlon and
should not be confused with American hlgh schools).

Thus there is a considerable variety of patterns of elementary and secondary
education in Norway at present. However, as a result of the reform of the school
system a uniform system is gradually developing. Under the mandatory nine-year
course the three years of lower secondary schooling will, as far as possible, be or-
ganized in one school, but in certain circumstances, if the Ministry of education

. agrees, the nine-year course can be organized in terms of 7 years plus 2 years.

One fact is very important for an understanding of the school structure in Nor-
way. The country itself is large and there are many fairly isolated rural commu-
nities, which make it necessary either to have very small schools in each village

~or to transport pupils considerable distances and to provide residential accom-

modation for them, so that they can attend a school in a nearby town. The solution

. to this problem usually distinguishes between primary and secondary schools.

Primary schools may be very small, and cater for a small school district, so that
children from different grades (or age-groups) are taught together in one class
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(i.e. group for teaching purposes). In some cases a school district may be so small
that all pupils in the age-group 7 to 12 (grades | to 6) are taught together in one
class (i.e. group). In a slightly larger school district, there nitty be sufficient pupils
for two classes, grades 1 to 3 being taught together, and grades 4 to 6 in another
class. Thus pupils in grades 1 to 6 may be taught in one, 1wo, or up 10 six separate
classes. If there are sufficient pupils for six separate classes, for grades 1 to 6,
this is called oTie sfreamn. In the larger school districts, schools may be big enough
to have several streams, so that there may be several classes catering for each
grade. In the rest of this paper, a distinction will always be made between primary
schools large enough to have an entire stream, and those in which grades I to 6
are taught together in tewer than 6 classes.

Lower-level secondary schools must, according to Norwegian legislation, be
large enough to have at least one stream, that is at least one class must cater for
each individual grade. So that whereas pupils of different grades may be taught
together in the same class in a primary school, by the time they reach the lower-
secondary level, separate teaching is given to pupils in each grade.

For most of the school day pupils are organized together in a full class, that is,
a group of about 20 pupils in primary schools, and about 25 pupils in secondary
schools. However, for some teaching purposes a larger or a smaller group of
pupils is considered desirable. Therefore, a full class may be divided into small
groups, to form a divided cluass, for instance for work in science laboratories; or
in other circumstances, two or more full classes may be combined into one group

_ to make a combined class. The distinction beiween these various forms of grouping

is crucial for any estimate of the number of teaching-hours required for each
pupil, and the cost-model which is discussed below accordingly distinguishes
between full, divided or combined classes. Official statistics of ‘average class-
size’ in Norway refer only to the fidl class.

. A cost model for Norwegian education

A. A description of the model

In order to compare the cost of alternative policies with regard to nine-year
compulscry education, the Ministry of education used a mathematical mode! of
total current costs." This model consists of a statement of a set of relationships
between a number of variables expressed in terms of equations. These variables

1. Total recurrent cosis include in Norway expenditure on teachers’ wages and salaries
(including leave and pension payments), expenditure on housing and transport of students,
expenditure on furniture and equipment, wages of non-teaching personnel, purchase of non-
durable materials, and maintenance of buildings and durable equipment. No allowance is made
for depreciation or amortization of capital expenditure.
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can be classified into three groups: (a) policy variables, which are a matter of
choice by educaticnal policy-makers; (b) exogenous variables, which are deter-
mined by forces beyond the immediate control of the policy-makers; and (c)
endogenous variables, which are determined by the relationships in the model
itself. This method of classifying variables is important, because it distinguishes
between those factors which are within the control of the policy-maker, and those
which are beyond his control. Of course, whether a factor is truly independent or
dependent upon other factors and upon political decisions, is partly a question
of time, and partly of political power. The policy-maker may have no control
over a variable in the short run (for instance the supply of trained teachers) but
may beable to affect it in the long run. Similarly, a factor may be beyond the control
of a local authority, but within the control of the central government, or vice versa.
Thus any attempt to classify variables into exogenous or endogenous variables
must be influenced by the purposes of the model. Since this mode! is intended to
reveal the cost implications of alternative decisions by the policy-maker, the
distinction between policy variables and exogeneous variables reflects the extent of
his control over the variables. Thus policy variables are those that are determined
directly by the educational policy-maker, for instance class size; exogenous
variables are determined outside the educational system, for instance the total
number of school pupils; and endogenous variables are determined by the model
itself, when the values of policy variables and exogenous variables are already
given. An example is total cost.
Altogether the Norwegian model includes 85 variables, of which:

28 are determined by the policy-maker (policy)

20 are determined outside the model (exogenous)

27 are determined by the model (endogenous).
The variables are measured in terms of units such as money, number of hours, or
number of pupils, or in terms of ratios. The model itself consists of a set of equa-
tions, in the form of identities or functions which express the relations between
these variables. When all these equations are solved, simultancously, they give the
total current cost of compulsory education, and the rotal teacher requirements.
Thus, by choosing different values for the policy variables, or assuming different
values for the exogenous variables, the policy-maker can use the model to show
not only the cost consequences of the decisions and assumptions, but also the

- demand for teachers implied by each alternative. The model therefore provides a

. detailed picture of the possibilities for decision open to the policy-maker and the

- results of alternative decisions in terms of total cuirent cost and teacher require-
ments.

The purpose of the model has determined the concept of cost employed in the

. model. Because its purpose is to show the cost implications of variations in policy
. variables, it was decided to limit the model to current costs, rather than total costs,

on the assumption that the cost of capital is approximately constant for all combi-
nations of the policy variables included in the model. Thus the model excludes

* the capital cost of buildings or large-scale equipment, and also excludes the
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depreciation. Only maintenance expenditure is included as part of the current costs.
If the aim of the analysis had been to calculate total current expenditure, as usually
defined, this would have been a serious omission, since interest payments and depre-
ciation are usually included. However, the aim of the analysis is to estimate the
effects of alternative policy decisions and therefore only that part of current cost
which is assumed to be sensitive to the policy variables was included in the cost
model. 1t was assumed that the annual cost of capital services was not sensitive to
changes in the policy variables, and would vary only significantly from one set of
alternatives to another. Thus, for the purposes of comparing the cost implications
of alternative policy decisions, the model concentrates simply on current costs,
defined as: expenditure on wages, salaries and pensions, expenditufe on transport
and housing for pupils, expenditure on furniture and books, and other current
expenditiire.

B. The variables

The model distinguishes between:
(a) two levels of compulsory education, i.e. primary education (grades | to
6), indicated by x in the model, and lower seco:udary education, (grades
7 to 9) indicated by y;
(b} six zypes, or size, of primary school, i.e. those in which grades | to 6
are taught in I, 2 ... 6 or more classes, indicated in the model by sub-
scripts | ... 6.
Therefore many of the variables have 7 different values, one for lower secondary
schools () and one for each of the six types of primary school (x; ... xg).
The 85 variables in the model are classified as follows:

Symbol! Polfcy variables - i

K (i) Average class size (i.e. pupils per full cliss) for eaéﬁ class-type in primary
school and lower-level secondzry (7 values, i.e.\ K, ... Kg*, K%).

HI (ii) Average number of hours tzught in full class per year and per class in
primary school and lower-fevet secondary (7 values, i.e. Hy! .. Hgl,
H), . ’

H2 (iii) Average number of hours taught in divided classes (net) (i.e. minus hours

taught in combined classes) in primary school and lower-level secondary
(7 values, i.e. H;2 ... Hg2, H?),

t, (iv) Average number of hours (expressed in terms of reduced teaching obliga-
tions) spent on pedagogical supervision per pupil and per year in compul-
sory education (1 value).

(v) Average number of administrative hours per pupil per year in primary
education and lower-level secondary (2 values, i.e. T, T,).

a (vi) Level of other current costs per school ‘hour’ (1 value).

1. The notation employed here distinguishes between variables which express to/af expenditure,
e.g. W and M, and expenditure per Jiour or per pupil, e.g. w and m.
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m (vii) Level of expenditure on books and furniture per pupil (1 value).
e, (viii) The percentage of pupils requiring transport (1 value).
e, (ix) The percentage of pupils requiring housing (1 value).

There are therefore 28 different values for the policy variables.

Symbol  Exogenous variables

E (i) The total number of students (1 value) and the number of students in each
class-type in grades 1 to 6 in primary school and lower-level secondary
(7 values, ie. E, .. Eg, E’).

w (ii) Average wage per hour for teachers in primary school and lower-level
secondary (2 values, i.e. w*, w).

P (iii) Teaching personnel on leave as a percentage of personnel in service in
primary school and lower-level secondary (2 values, i.e. P¥, P,

Sy (iv) Housing costs per pupil (1 value).

Sy (v) Transport costs per pupil (1 value).

p (vi) Percentage of public expenditure on wages and salaries spent on pensions
in primary school and lower-level secondary (2 values, i.e. p¥, p’).

(6] (vii) Teaching obligations per week in primary school and ]ower-level second-
ary (2 values, i.e. OF, O").

B (viii) Number of school weeks a year in primary school and lower-level

secondary (2 values, i.e. BY, BY).
Altogether there are 20 exogenous variables.

Symbol Endogenous variables

C (i) Total current costs (1 value).

W (ii) Total expenditure on wages and pensions in compulsory education
(1 vatue).

S (iii) Expenditure on housing and transport (1 value).

M (iv) Expenditure on furniture and books (1 value).

A (v) Other current expenditure (1 value).

WL (vi) Expenditure on wages and salaries for teachers in primary school and

lower ‘level secondary (2 values, i.e. W *, W ).

Wp (vii) Expenditure on pensions for teachers in primary and lower-level second-
ary (2 values, i.e. Wp*, W)
t (viii) Total school ‘hours’ requirements per pupii for each class-type in primary
school and lower-level secondary (7 values, i.e. T,* ... T¢*, T’). (An
‘hour’ is a 45-minute teaching period.)
oty (ix) Teacher. ‘hours’ per pupil per year spent on teaching in each class-type
in primary school and lower-level secondary (7 values, i.e. T,;* ... T,s",
T.).
E, (x) Number of pupils requiring transport (1 value).
. E, (xi) Number of students requiring housing (1 value).
ST (xii) Total school “hours’ requireriients in the compulsory school (1 value):
L (xiii) The demand for teachers in primary schoo! and lower-level secondary
(2 values, re. L%, L). -
| (xiv) Teacher requirement per pupil per class-type in the primary school and

lower level secondary (7 values, ie. 1, ... 1%, P).
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S, (xv) Expenditure on housing (1 value).
S, (xvi) Expenditure on transport (1 value).
There are therefore 37 endogenous variables.

C. The functioning of the model

The model consists of 37 equations, expressed in terms of the 85 variables, which
together determine the values of the 37 endogenous variables. The equations
consist either of identities, for example C = W + S + M + A (total current cost =
expenditure on wages, salaries and pensions, expenditure on transport and
housing, expenditure on furniture and books, and other current expenditure);
or of functions expressed in terms of exogenous or policy variables, for example,

o _ HY 4 HE
" Ky
(teaching-hours per pupil in lower-secondary school = hours taught in full

class + hours taught in divided classes (net) divided by average class size in lower-
secondary schools).

The full set of equations for the cost model is given in Appendix I. Figure |
shows, in diagrammatic form, the functioning of the model. After certain values
of the policy variables.and the exogenous variables have been selected, to corres-
pond with alternative policy decisions, the equations are solved to give the four
components of current expenditure (W, 8, M and A) and thus total current cost
(C} and total teacher requirements (L). The moedel provides separate sub-totals
for each of the sizes or types of primary school and lower secondary schools.

The model demonstrates the interdependence between variables, as shown in
he examples below.

(i) Expenditure on wages and salaries { W)

This is dependent on three variables, the average wage per hour, (w), which is
assumed to be fixed for purposes of the model, the proportion of teachers who are
on paid leave (P), which is also assumed to be determined exogenously, and the -
total ‘school-hours’ required in each level of compulsory education. This last

variable is itself determined by the model.

(ii} <School-hovrs’ requirement (T) :
This variable is determined by the total ’school-hours’ requirement per pupil- at
each level of compuisory education, ard the total enrolment (E). The number of :
hours required per pupil is partly determined by policy decisions regarding the :

© time to be devnted to administration and pedagogical supervision (t, and t,), :

and partly by the teaching-hours required by each pupil, which must be calculated
from the model (t,).

(iii) Teaching-hours per pupil (t,)

~ This variable is dependent upon three policy decisions, the time to be spent by

O
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each pupil in a full class (H'), the additional hours spent in divided classes after
subtracting the time spent in combined classes (H?), and the average size of a
full class (K). Since the teaching-hours devoted to each pupil will vary, according
to whether a class in primary school includes one or more grades, this calculation
must be carried out separately for each type of primary school, as weil as for
lower-secondary schools. Thus the total teaching-hours requirement for compul-
sory education is obtained by adding together seven sub-totals, (t,,* ... t,c* +

t.2).

(iv) Expenditure on housing and transport (S)

This variable is calculated by estimating, separately, expenditure on housing (S,)
and transport (S,}, which are determined by policy decisions-about the proportion
ol pupils to receive housing and transport (e, and e,), the total enrolment (E)
and the cost per pupil of accommodation or transport (s,, s,) which is assumed
to te fixed. By choosing different values for ¢, and e,, the policy-maker is able to
simulate, through the model, the cost effects of alternative types of schools,
small local ones (decentralization) or fewer larger ones at certain centres (centrali-
zation).

(v) Expenditure on furniture and books (M)

In the cost model this expenditure is assumed to bc proportional to the total
number of students in the compulsory school (E). A consequence-of this assumption
is that the estimated expenditure on equipment and books is independent of the
size-distributior. of schools, i.e. that there are no cconomies of scale in the use of
equipment and books. There is, however, some scattered evidence to the contrary,

which means that expenditure per student in Norway is lower in larger schools

than in the smaller. Hence, the assumption is not very realistic if the size-distri-
bution changes over time. This expenditure is, on the cther hand, small in com-
parison with total expenditure, and any erronecus conclusions iu this sub-sector
will not affect the main results of the model. '

(vi) Other current expenditure

This variable is assumed to be proportional to the total input of ‘school-hours’
in the compulsory school. The basis for this assumption is probably even weaker
than for (v), as there is considerable evidence of significant economies of scale.
The statistical data necessary to undertake a rigorous analysis of economies of
scale in this sector are, however, lacking. This cost item is also very heterogeneous,
as it consists of expenditure on wages for personne! other than teachers, purchase
of goods and services, and maintenance of buildings and durable equipment.
From a theoretical point of view it would have been desirable to have a separate
equation for each of these cost items, but lack of data has prevented the intro-
duction of such a refinement. This difficulty and the fact that the model does not
take into account the effects of economies of scale, reduces the usefulness of the
equation for forecasting purposes. But as in the case of (v), this has little effect on
the main conclusions (C).
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“

(vii} Teacher requiremments (L} A
The model not only gives the cost consequences of alternative values of the policy
variables and exogenous variables, but also the demand for teachers implied by
each alternative. This is done by the introduction of four new variables:

Teaching obligations per week in the primary school (O%).

Teaching obligations per week in the lower-level secondary (O*).

Number of school-weeks per year in primary school (BY).

Number of school-weeks per year in lower-level secondary (B*).
The demand for teachers implied by a certain combination of policy variables and
exogenous variables is estimated by dividing the total ‘school-hours’ requirement
by the product of the two factors O and E for the primary school and the lower-
level secondary school separately. In this way it is possible to project the future
demand for teachers as determined by the various combinations of policy and
exogenous variables. Thus these results can be used to determine the capacity of the
teacher-training colleges, which™ would ensure a balance between supply and
demand for teachers.

In Norway such projections have led to the conclusion that, with the present
level of educational technology, the school system will need so many more teachers
in the future that it is imperative to make innovations in educational technology
in order that machines and equipment can be substituted for teachers. How to
substitute machines for teachers and find methods of teaching which require
fewer teachers is, of course, a question of great importance in educational plann-
ing, but it is outside the scope of the present discussion.

D. Some limitations and strengths of the model

In the model there is no answer to this probleni of substitution. The model cannot
be used to answer a question such as ‘How much must the input of machine-
hours be increased to keep the over-all effectiveness constant when the input of
teacher-hours is reduced by one?’ To deal satisfactorily with this problem it
would be necessary to have, in addition to the other equations in the model,

" a ‘multi-product’ production function and a preference function giving the relative

L

priority attached to different educational ‘products’ as seen from the point of
view of the educator and the politician. It would then be possible to find the

. optimal solution, i.e. the highest point on the preference function compatible
_ with given costs. The author believes that no study has yet been able to incorporate

either a ‘production function’ or a preference ordering of the different ‘products’

- explicitly in such an analysis as is described in this case study.

There is no measure of over-all effectiveness in the model, and since the effec-

- tiveness of the different combinati‘ons of policy variables and exogenous variables
 presumably varies from combination to combination, it might be thought very
- difficult for the policy-maker to draw any conclusions from a study on the model.

O

Educators should, on the other hand, be assumed to have some knowledge of the
“effect of certain changes in policy variables and exogenous variables on the
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educational production function which can form a basis for decisiecn-making when
compared with information about the costs of each alternative. The policy-maker
will then be able to make a choice between these alternatives on the basis of certain
preferences or priorities. Thus, a certain intuitive knowledge of both the production
function and the preference function must be assumed. In this case, therefore, a
model which demonstrates the cost consequences of alternative educational
policies can illuminate the problem of how to aliocate scarce resources between
alternative uses of these resources, and thus contribute to a more rational decision-
making process.

Thus even if the method employed in the Norwegian cost model is very far from
solving an optimization problem it is important because it can assist the policy-
maker in choosing an alternative which is closer to the ‘best’ than if he were to
rely on ‘rules of thumb’, where the different alternatives are not evaluated in
terms of cost implications at all.

Another factor which has been omitted is the input of students’ time. This is not
very important in the context of planning compulsory education, since the oppor-
tunity cost of students’ time in compulsory education is very small.

ITII. The application of the cost model as a means of
comparing alternative cost estimates .

The Ministry of education in Norway has used the cost model described in the
previous secfion for two main purposes: (i} to obtain alternative estimates of the
current cost of nine-year compulsory education, which were compared with the
estimate of the Royal Committee (RC63); and (i) to compare the cost implications
of alternative policy decisions. These will be discussed in turn, but first it is necess-
ary to give a very brief description of the method adopted by RC63 in estimating
the cost of introducing nine-year compulsoiy schooling.

A. The RC63 cost estimates

The Committee judged that it would be feasible to complete the introduction of
nine-year compuisory schooling throughout Norway by 1970/71. It therefore
estimated the total current cost of compulsory education in 1970/71, distinguishing
between the two levels, primary and lower-secondary.

The Committee’s cost estimates were very much influenced by its estimate of
teachers’ wages and salar/es, the largest single item of costs. Their estimate of
teachers” wages depended on six main factors:

(i) The number of pupils in compulsory education.
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(i) Teacher-hours per pupil per week.
(iii) Extra hours spent on pedagogical supervision, .Jministration, and
extra teaching-hours due to illness, military service, etc.

(iv) Average class-size (i.e. number of pupils in a full class).

(v) Teaching obligations in hours per week.

(vi) Wages per hour.
The Committee assumed values for these factors, cealing separately with primary
and lower-secondary education, in the following manner.

(i) Primary education

RC63 assumed an average wage rate per hour of Kr. 18.70, the wage per hour at
1 January 1965. When the law on compulsory schooling is discussed in Parliament,
the average wage (e will be forecast on the basis of recent trends and expected
future growth.

In 1965, the average class size was 19.5 pupils per full class. The average size of
“classes has in:r>ased by approximately | per cent per year during the last 15 years,
“due mainly to rationalization of the distribution of schools by sizes. Data obtained

from local auth srities on prospective trends suggested that the average class is
expected to be 21.9 students per class when the introduction of compulsory
schooling is completed, and this was the value assumed by RC63.

The number of hours taught in a full class (pupil-hours) is measured in terms of
the number of kours every pupil is expected to be taught in the course of a week.
“In 1965, pupil-hours were on average 22.7 in grades | to 6; the Iegally permitted
‘range is between 2| and 24.5 hours. RC63 assumed a figure of 23 for its
calculations.

The number of hours taught in a full class is not, however, sufficient as a hasis
for calculating teacher-hours, because of the additional teaching-hours required
by the division of classes into groups (minus the teaching-hours saved by the
combination of classes). The Committee assumed that the number of extra teaching-
hours would amount to 6 per cent of total teaching-hours. RC63 also estima-
ted ‘equivalent teaching-hours’ for pedagogical supervision, and administration,
etc., expressed in terms of a ieduction in teaching obligations. The Committee
assumed thar this would be equivalent to 10 per cent of the total of how. taught
in full classes together with net additional hours taught in divided classes.

The result of these two assumptions is a total requirement of 3.8 extra teaching-
hours per pupil, per week, and this was the figure used by RC63 in its calculations
of teacher demand.

Normal teaching obligations in 1965 amounted to 33 hours per week. However,
many teachers work ouly 30 hours a week, and RC63 accordingly assumed a 32-
hour week.

RC63 assumed that the number of pupils in primary schools in l970/7l would
be 380,372.

On the basis of these assumptions the total cost uf teachers’ wages, salanes and
pensions, in primary schools in 1970/71 is estimated at Kr. 400 million.
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(ii) Lower-level secondary education
The calculations of RC63 were based on the assumption of an average wage rate
for teachers in lower-level secondary schools of Kr, 26.30 per hour.

In 1965 the average class size in lower secondary schools was 24.9 pupils. RC63
assumed that by the time conipulsory schooling had been introduced throughout
Norway the average number of pupils per full class would be 25.7. This assumption
was made on the basis of the size-distribution of lower secondary schools planned
by the municipalities.’

The Comnittee recommended that the number of teaching- hours in a full class
should’ be permitted to vary between 32 and 35, and accordingiy assumed 33.5
as the average number of teaching-hours in full classes.

The Committee’s estimate of the number of net additional hours’ teaching needed
for teaching in divided classes was based on an estimate by the Council for Exper-
iment in Education which assumed that the net number of hours in divided
classes varied from I8 in a lower-level secondary school with one class in each
grade, to 9 in a school with 6 or more classes in each grade. Thus, the average
number of hours spent in divided classes is a function of the school-size and the
average number of these hours will depend on the assumed size-distribution c¥ the
schools. The data on planned size-distribution given to RC63 by the municipalities
implies an average number of hours (net) in divided classes of 11.2 per week. The
Committee estimated the number of additional hours needed for pedagogical
supervision, administration, etc., on the same %asis as for primary schools,
namely that these would amount to 10 per cent of the total hours spent in full

class and additional (net) hours in divided classes.

The Committee’s estimate of the total enrolment in lower secondary schools
was 191,300. ‘

RC63 assumed that the existing regulations concerning teaching obligations .
would remain in force, giving 25 hours per week as the normal teaching obligation. '

The effect of all these assumptions on the total of teachers’ wages, salaries and -
pensions in lower-secondary schools in 1970/71 is estimated at Kr. 436 million.

(iii) Joint costs :
The Committee’s estimates of e\peml:ture on transport and housing for school

pupils did not differentiate between the two level~ ~f compulsory education. The

estimate for both levels combined, for 1970/71, was Kr. 84.5 million. .

Finally RC63 estimated other current expenditure, which includes expenditi're

on wages and salaries of non-teaching staff (e.g. cleaners), expenditure on other

goods and services and maintenance. The metirod adopted by RC63 was simply

to assume that other current expenditure was proporticnal to the wages of teachers

and would amount to 35 per cent of .otal current expenditure (minus pensions and

transport and housing costs) in 1970/71. Pensiors were assumed to amount to

10.7 per cent of the total wages and salaries bill, as estimated above. These assump-

tions gave an estimate for other current expenditure of Kr. 402 million.

1. The assumed size distribution is discussed in Part 111.B, below. .
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TasLE 1. RC63 estimates of total current cost of compulsory schooling in 1970/71
-

Norwegian Kr. millions

(a) Wages, salaries, pensione. of teach:is

in primary schools (grades 1 ic 6) 400
(b) Wages, salaries, pensions, of teachers
in lower-secondary schools (grades 7 to 9} 436
Total wages 836
(c) Expenditure on transport and housing 84.5
(d) Other current expenditure 402

Total 1322.5

TABLE 2. Assumptions of RC63

Grades 1-6 Grades 7-9
(a) Wage rate per hour (N.Kr.) 18.7 s 26.3
(b) Average class size (pupils) 219 25.7
(c) Teaching-hours in a full class per pupil per week 23.0 3315
(d) Additional (net) teaching-hours per pupil per week 3.8 15.7
(e) Teaching obligation (hours per week) 320 25.0
(f) Enrolment in 1970/71 ) 380 322 191 300
(g) ‘Other current expenditure’ as % of | |
total expenditure {pensions and housing {
and transport costs) 35

Thus, the final estimate by RC63 for total current expenditure on compulsory
schooling in 1970/71 was Kr. 1,322.5 million. The breakdown of this expenditure,
and the combination of assumptions on which it was based, are shown in Tables

1 and 2.

I

B. Alternative cost estimates

This section will examine the alternative values of the variables which were used by
the Ministry of education and show how they affect current costs.

Although RC63 assumed as a basis for its calculations that the introduction of
nine-year schooling would be complete by 1970/71, it now seems likely that
completion wiil not be before 1975/76. Therefore cost estimates were made for
1975/76, 1980/81 and 1985/86 as well as 1970/71. '
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1. Implications of alternative assumptions on teachers’ salary costs

(a) Number of pupils

In addition to the projections of RC63, the Ministry of education used estimates
based on population forecasts produced by the Central Bureau of Statistics and an
assumed enrolment ratio of 99.6 per cent for the whole 7 to 15 age-group. The
alternatives obtained for the total enrolment by level in the compulsory system
are shown in Table 3.

TAsLE 3. Enrolment assumptions

Grudes 1-6 Grades 7-9

Co difference o difference

Hypothesis Year ' Enrolment  from RC63 Enrolment  from RC63
a, 1970/7% 380372 0 191 300 - 0
a, 1970/71 359 700 —-54 150 000 -21.6
a, 1975/76 370 600 —2.6 178 300 — 6.8
a, 1980/81 413 300 +8.7 186 200 — 2.7

These figures show that after the introduction of the nine-year compulsory
system, there will be a few ‘quiet’ years before pupil numbers are expanded by
a new birth wave. ' .-

Table 3 shows also that the 1963 Committee over-estimated the number of -
pupils likely to be enrolled in 1970.! The cost implications of such over-estimations :
are Kr. 21.5 million for gzrades | to 6 and Kr. 27.5 million for grades 7 to 9. Thus,
the use of more accurate enrolment forecasts implies # cost reduction of about
Kr. 50 miltion. Similarly, the use of the revised enrolment projections for 1970/71
would imply a reduction in the demand for teachcrs for compulsory education
of 1,800.

(b) Number of teaching-hours in full class per week

RC63 estimated this number to be 23, or 138 teacher-hours per stream for grades
I to 6 in 1970/71. An investigation undertaken by the Planning Department
produced an average of 136 hours per stream per week. This factor has increased
over the last five years and is expected to continue growing in the future. Thus,
the Ministry did not make alternative assumptions for this variable for grades |
to 6.

For grades 7 to 9 a set of three values was used in the calculations: these were by
33.5 (the RC63 hypothesis), b, 36.0 (the actual 1965 value) and b, 30.0 (which
would be brought about by the adoption of a five-year school week with 6 hours
per day). If the actual number of teaching-hours spent at school remains the same

1. a, is based on a rate of attendance of 81.5 per cent. If the rate of attendance is to reach>
100 per cent in 1970/71, enrolment in grades 7-9 would be 184,000 pupils, instead of 150,000.
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in 1970/71 as it was in 1965 (36 hours), salary costs will increase by Kr. 32.5
million, and the demand for teachers will be 1,100 more than that forecast by
RC63. On the other hand, if the third alternative is assumed, salary costs will be
reduced by Kr. 46 million and the demand for teichers by 1,540 compared with
RC63. :

(¢) Extra hours

The circumstances under which extra hours are worked fall into three basic
categories: (i) the division or combination of classes; (ii) the need for pedagogical
supervision or administration; (iii) the replacement of teachers on paid leave.

The increase in the number of extra hours taught in divided classes is a major
cause of the expansion of teacher demand in recent years. This factor also helps

- to explain why the unit cost in grades 7 to 9 is much higher than in grades 1 to 6.

The number of extra teaching-hours is in many ways an important measure of

the teaching standard in the lower-level secondary. There is every reason to expect

. that the number of these hours will increase considerably in the future. When
examining various alternative hypotheses about the development of compulsory
education, it is therefore reasonable to assume an increased number of extra
hours, due mainly to pressure for over-all improvement in education.!

In the case of primary education, a proposal by the Norwegian Teachers’
Association suggests that extra hours in divided classes should airount to 20
per cent of the number of teaching-hours in a full class. As it is the largest teacher
organization which made this proposal, it was included among the alternatives
considered by the Ministry of education. Another alternative results from an
investigation made by the Planning Department, which showed that the 6 per
cent assumed by RC63 should be increaced to 7 per cent.

RC63 assumed that the extra hours {~r pedagogical supervision and adminis-
tration accounted for 10 per cent of the teaching-hours in full and divided classes,
but the Planning Departiment assumed that this percentage was about 19.

Thus, the Ministry’s study used the following alternatives for grades 1 to 6:

Percentage difference

from RC63

Hypothesis C, 5.1 hours per class 0
C, 7.6 hours per class + 8

C-. 10.9 hours per class + 20

RC63’s under-estimation of the number of extra hours required in primary
schools means therefore that total current costs are Kr. 32 million more and that

[

1. ‘One radical proposal is that all classes in grade 1 should be split into two. This proposal
- alone would require an increase in the stock of teachers in primary education by 11 per cent.’
See OECD, op. cit.
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1,180 more teachers are needed. If the proposal by the Norwegian Teachers’
Association is accepted (C;), costs would increase by Kr. 40 million and th:
demand for teachers by 1,620. .

In grades 7 to 9, the number of hours (net) spent in divided classes is a function
of school size, and therefore the average number of hours will depend on tte
assumed size distribution. The main assumption of RC63, based on the planned
size-distribution of schools provided by the municipalities, was 11.2 hours p:r
week. But the Ministry of education felt it useful to consider alternatives based on
a greater degree of either centralization or decentralization of schools. Greater
centralization combined with the other assumptions of RC63 would involve 10
additional hours per class, whereas the decentralization alternative would mein
12.% extra hours.

In another paper the Council for Experiment in Education argued that it is
perhaps sufficient to have eight hours in divided classes (net) for schools with two
or more classes in cach grade. This proposal will also be included in the set of
alternatives. ]

RC63 assunied that hours spent on pedagogical supervision, administration,
etc., total about 10 per cent of the sum of teacher-hours in full and divided classes
(net). An investigation undertaken by the Planning Department on the basis of
information obtained from the municipalities showed that in fact additicnal
hours spent on pedagogical supervision etc., amounted to 16.4 per cent.

The combined result of these alternative assumptions is as follows:

% difference

: from RC63
Hypothesis C, 10, 11.2 or 12.5 hours in divided classes, T
per class 0
C, 10, 1.2 or 12.5 hours in divided classes, . ;
per class + 5.7
Other extra hours + 16.4 per cent
C, 8 hours in divided classes, per class — 40, — 9.5

Other extra hours + 16.4 per cent
If the alternative C, is adopted, instead of RC63’s assumptions C,, the cost
estimates would be increased by Kr. 25 million and the demand for teachers by
830. The alternative C, would result in an estimate of costs Kr. 42 million to’
Kr. 66 million lower than C, and an estimate of teacher demand lower by !,420
to 2,220, according to the size-distribution of schools.

(d) Class size

The previous section showed that the number of additional hours’ teaching consid-
ered necessary in lower-secondary schools depended upon the size-distribution
of schools. This is because the average size of a full class is directly related to the
number of classes catering for each grade. One important question therefore is

1. Depends upon the size-distribution of lower-level secondary schools.
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what would be the implication for average class sizez—and hence for teaching
costs—if the Norwegian government adopted a change of policy on the distribution
of schools throughout the country? RC63 assumed that in 1970/71 there would be

631 schools in grades 7 to 9 with the distribution shown in Table 4.

TasLe 4. RC63 assumption of size distribution of lower-secondary schools in 1970/71

Type of school Number of schools
| class in cach grade ‘ 16
2 classes in each grade 144
3 classes in each grade . 157
4 classes in each grade 122
5 classes in each grade 67
6 classes in each grade 90
7 classes in each grade : 16
8§ classes in each grade 14
9 classes in each grade 0
10 classes in each grade ' 3
Il classes in each grade 0
12 classes in each prade 1
13 classes in each grade , 0

14 classes in each grade 1
Total 631

O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

This assumption was based on the existing plans of the municipalities in 1965,

e, it implies an average class size of 25.7 pupils in lower secondary schools in

1970/71. if, on the other hand, the government adopted a policy of decentraliza-

" tion, and the same number of pupils were dlstnbuted in 860 schools, the distri-

bution would be as shown in Table 5.

_ TasLE 5. Size distribution of lower secondary schools (decentralization policy)

Type of school ) © Number of schools!
1 class in each grade : 100
2 classes in each grade 300
3 classes in each grade : ‘ 200
4 classes in each grade 122
5 classes in each grade | 67
6 classes in each grade 71

Total ' 860

1. This size distribotion is based not on .actual distribution but on a hypothesis for the future.

In this case the average number of students in each class would be 24.4.
When using the cost model the Planning Department therefore used two alter-

. native hypotheses on class size; one is intended to illustrate the effect of a high
- degree of centralization, the other that of a high degree of decentralization.
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TasLE 6. Primary and lower-secondary schools; class sizes

6% difference © ¢ difference

from from

Hypothesis Grades 1-6 RC63 CGrades 7-9 RC63
dy 21.9 students per class 0 25.7 students per class 0
di . 19.5 students per class +11.0  24.4 students per class +5.3
ds 23.0 students per class — 50 26.5 students per class —-3.0

The direct effect of changing the averageize of a full class is on the demand for
teachers, but obviously costs will also be influenced. The wages of teachers will be
affected and also the cost of transport and housing of pupils. No precise calculation
has been made of the impact of alternative distributions of schools on transport
and housing costs, since the model does not relate expenditure on housing and
transport to the geographical distribution of schools, but a rough estimate can e
made. '

A decentralization policy would increase expenditure on teachers’ wages by
Kr. 40 million in grades 1 to 6 and by Kr. 44 million in grades 7 to 9. Such a high
degree of decentralization would have a slight effect in reducing expenditure on
housing and transport. On the other hand, a centralization policy would reduce
wage costs by Kr. 20 million in grades 1 to 6 and Kr. 25 million in grades 7 to 9.
The high degree of centralization would also, of course, increase the cost of housing
and transport, and the question is by how much. However, as mentioned above,
the model does not help in answering this question. This is one of the limitations
of the cost model since it does not provide a means of comparing the costs of

" boarding versus day schools, or the cost of housing and transport in a system

with large schools compared with high tuition costs in small schools, and lower
transport costs.

(e) Teaching obligations

RC63 assumed a slight decrease in the number of teaching obligations per week—
32 hours in grades | to 6 and 25 hours in grades 7 to 9. The Ministry also examined
the cost implications of an even larger reduction in teaching obligations in primary
schools, namely, a reduction to 30 hours per week. This has, in fact, been proposed
by the Teachers’ Association. Assuming this reduction of teaching obligations,
combined with a constant wage rate, it would have the effect of increasing the
demand for teachers by 1,330 and expenditure on wages by Kr. 36.4 million.

(f) The rate of hourly wages
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Any change in the assumed wage rate for teachers would obviously have a sub-
stantial effect on estimated expenditure on teacher salaries. However, as has already
been emphasized, the purpose of this exercise was to demonstrate, to Parliament,
the effect of alternative policies for the Ministry of education. Forecasts of changes
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in wage rates are the responsibility of the Ministry of finance in Norway. Therefore

- the Planning Department in the Ministry of education did not consider any

alternatives to the wage rate used in the RC63 cost estimates, which was the wage
rate prevailing in 1965, If the intention of the exercise had been to provide accurate
forecasts of expenditure this would have been a serious error, for it might
be assumed that as a minimum, teacher wage rates would rise with per capita
income. . )

The growth of GNP in Norway over the last few years has been approximately
5 per cent annually. If a somewhat slower growth in the future is assumed, then
the growth of real income per inhabitant might be at the rate of 4 per cent per year.
This would lead to an increase in the real wage of 22 per cent over five years, 50
per cent over 10 years, 80 per cent over 15 years, and 120 per cent over 20 years.
Thus it is obvious that any cost forecasts would have to take this into account.
But such a rate of growth would have an equivalent effect on total expenditure
on wages, regardless of whether the policy assumptions of RC63 were adopted,
or alternative policy assumptions. Therefore, for the purposes of comparing
alternative policy decisions, it is quite reasonable to assume a constant wage
rate, S

-However, the Ministry did analyse the cost implication of one alfernative
assumption about the wage rate in primary schools. This is because RC63 used the
wage rate for teachers only, whereas if allowance is made for higher wage rates for
principals and inspectors, the average wage rate in primary schools would be
2.5 per cent higher than the RC63 assumption. Adopting a wage rate of Kr.
19.17 an hour instead of Kr. 18.70 would increase expenditure on wages by Kr. 10
million,

2. Other current expenditure

The 1963 Committee made a proposal that all current costs should be subsidized
by the central government, although, as has already been pointed out, at present .
only teachers’ wages and a small part of other current costs are thus subsidized.
If such a proposal were accepted by Parliament the hypothesis of RC63 that other
current expenditure will amount to 35 per cent of total current expenditure in
[970/71 will have to be reconsiderzd. '

For example, considerable differences exist among the municipalities in the
allocation of ‘other current expenditure’, particularly expenditure for books and
furniture. If the government accepts responsibility for 60 to 70 per cent of these
expenditures, there is good reason to believe that most municipalities will increase
their expenditures in this category much faster.than they would have done in a
situation with no subsidies.

In 1964 total current costs were distributed as follows:

‘Wages and salaries for teachers, principals 67 %
and inspectors

Other current expenditure (expenditure on housing

and conveyance not included) 33Y
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According to the municipal accounts, other current costs consist of:
Expenditure on wages and salaries for other

personrel (e.g. cleaners) 13 %
Purchase of goods and services 16 %
Maintenance ' 3%
Subsidies to the private sector (e.g. scholarships) 1 %

No very accurate data is available on trends in such expenditure, but some rough
guesses can be made of likely trends in the future. For example, the very high
construction activity in the school sector recently will increase area per pupil
considerably. More cleaning staff will therefore be required in the future. Thus,
it is realistic to assume that expenditure on salaries of .non-teaching staff will
increase faster than total current costs. This development will be reinforced by the
introduction of lower-level secondary schools, since on this level area per pupil
is larger than in the primary school.

Purchase of goods and services includes expenditure on books and equipment.
There is reason to believe that relatively more will be spent on this kind of educa-
tional input in the future. The introduction of the lower-level secondary will no
doubt strengthen this trend.

There has been a great deal of investment in new school buildings in Norway,
which means that their maintenance costs will be low in the future. However, the
older school buildings are now needing more repair than in previous years and,
as there are more of them than new buildings, tye over-all effect will be an increase
in the relative proportion of maintenance in total current costs in the future.

Subsidies to the private sector consist mainly of scholarships and grants to
students given by the municipalities. This item too is likely to increase over time
in proportion to total current costs.

This suggests that in the future it is realistic to count on a higher rate of increase
in other current costs than in teachers’ wages. RC63, however, estimated that
other current costs would be proportional to wage costs and would amount to
35 per cent of total current costs when nine-year compulsory schooling is intro-
duced. In the short run this estimate may be realistic, but over a period of 10-15
vears it will certainly be too low.

If, however, the assumption of proportionality between teachers” wages and
other current expenditure is accepted, and applied automatically to all the alter-
natives so far considered, it is likely to lead to an over-estimation of the other
current Costs in the case of ‘expensive’ alternatives and an under-estimation in the
case of ‘cheap’ alternatives. Total expenditure on teachers’ wages and salaries
for the nine-year compulsory school in 1970/71 would be, on the assumption of
RC63, Kr. 835 million. .

When allowance is made for the costs of pensions (assumed to account for
10.7 per cent of this total), the figure is Kr. 746 million which implies ‘other current
expenditure’ of Kr. 402 million. The Ministry of education calculated other current
expenditure on the assumption of a constant proportion between these expenditures
and teachers’ wages, but at the same time considering the alternative assumptions
about expenditure on teachers’ wages, as discussed above. This calculation
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TaBLE 7. Teachers’ wages and other current costs according to various alternatives (in Norwegian

Kr. millions)
Assumptions* Teachers’ wages Other current costs
RC63 1970/71 746 402
o @ m
Alternative 2 }g;g’;;é ggg gggs
g
e

revealed a variation of Kr. 350 million to Kr. 530 million, as shown in Table 7.

- The Ministry considered that the most realistic estimate of other current expend-

iture probably lay between Kr. 400 million and Kr. 450 million.

C. The impact of alternative assumptions
on total current costs

" RC63 estimated that the complete introduction of nine-year compulsory education

would involve a total current expenditure of Kr. 1,322 million. This can be compar-

. ed with an estimate mide in the National Man 1966-69 of the total current
~ costs in 1965 of seven-year compulsory schooling, together with continuation
- schools and lower-level secondary schools (not compulsory in 1965). This estimate,

which was only approximate, was Kr. 1,200 miflion. Thus, if the RC63 estimate is
accepted, this would mean that nine-year compulsory education, when completely

" introduced, would cost approximately 10 per cent more than the general education
~ given to the same age-group in 1964. However, the alternative policy assumptions
- discussed in the previous sections would result in different estimates of total cost.

This section will examine the impact, as shown by the cost-model, of alternative

" ‘sets’ of assumptions on total costs. There are, of course, many possible combi-
~ nations of the various factors and when considering how many to take into account
* the only problem is one of computation. Therefore, it is valuable for planning

- purposes to select a small number of combinations of values and group them

together into ‘sets’ which have no extra cost, ‘sets’ with 5 per cent extra cost,
‘sets’ with 10 per cent extra cost, and so on. Thus policy-makers can see which alter-

_native decisions would have the same cost and which were the more or less costly.

The consequences of simultaneous changes in key factors are not obtained by a
simple addition of partial consequences. If pupil numbers expand, for example,
changes in the teaching-hours requirement will have a higher cost implication than
in a situation of constant enrolment. The larger the total number of hours taught,
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the higher the cost of teaching obligations. On the other hand, the larger the average
size of the class, the less important are changes in wage rates. The cumulative
impact of various changes reflects the structure of the model itself, and the
relationships between factors, as shown in the equations of the model.

Thus the assumptions of RC63 are compared with another combination of -
variables which would result in approximately the same total cost, and with the -
two combinations of variables which offer the ‘most expensive’ and the ‘cheapest’ -
alternative. The combination which provides an estimate of cost roughly equal
to the RC63 estimate is then called ‘realistic’ (in the sense that it would not involve
any change in the level of expenditure proposed by the Committee), but it does -
represent an alternative set of policy decisions. Finally, the impact of certain
‘corrections’ to the RC63 assumpt-ons is evaluated. This set of assumptions is
called ‘RC63 corrected’, because it does not, strictly, represent an alternative to °
RC63 but simply uses more accurate data. :

Before considering the cost consequences of these alternative ‘sets’ of assump-
tions, it might be useful to recapitulate on the full range of possible values for -
each variable discussed in the previous section. See Table 8. ‘

TaBLE 8. Possible values of cost variables

1970/71 1970/71 1975176
(RC63)
Grades 1 to 6
Number of students 380372 359 700 370 600
Teacher-hours per week. per class 23 — —_
Extra hours per week (net) 3.8 6.3 9.5
Average class size : 21.9 23.0 19.5
Teaching obligation in hours per week 32 33 30
Wage level (Kr. per hour) 2.62 2.68 —
Grades 7 to 9 )
Number of students 191200 150 000 178 300
Teacher-hours per week, per class 33.5 36 30
Extra hours per week (net) 10, 11.2 10, 11.2 8
or 12.5 or 12.5 +16.4%
+10% T4164%
Average class-size T 257 . 26.5 24.4
Teaching obligations in hours per week 25 — -
Wage level (Kr. per hour) 3.68 ' — C—

This range of possibilities involves a very large number of possible combinations
of values, and 25 different possibilities are shown inh Appendix II. In this case
study only the five possible combinations of values described above are considered.
They are RC63, RC63 (corrected), ‘realistic alternative’, ‘cheapest alternative’ and
‘most expensive alternative’. These are shown, in summary form, in Table 9.
Table 10 shows the estimate of total current cost, and total teacher requirements
for nine-year compulsory education, for these combinations of values.
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TaABLE 10. Estimate of total current cost (Kr. millions} and total teacher requirements for nine-year
compulsory education

Estimated total current cost Total teacher requircmen}s

. 1970/71 1975/76 1970/71 1975175

RC63 1322 - 29 385 -
RC63 (corrected) 1240 1 360 26 750 29 460
‘Most expensive’ alternative 1560 1710 34 5%0 37980
‘Cheapest’ alternative 1100 1190 % 22 830 24930

‘Realistic’ alternative 1230 1340 - 26 660 29 160

IV. Some policy implications of the use
of the Norwegian cost model

If all the possible values of policy and exogenous variables, considered above,
are regarded as falling within the total range of ‘reasonable’ assumptions, the
difference in cost between the cheapest and the most expensive alternative is as
high as Kr. 460 million in 1970/71, and Kr. 520 million in 1975/76. That is, there
is a difference of almost 50 per cent between the cheapest and the most expensive

alternative. Thus, it clearly shows the important economic consequences of any
major decision concerning the future structure of schooling in Norway. This is’
equally true of the impact of such decisions on the demand for teachers: The '
maximum difference between the alternatives is 11,760 teachers for 1970/71 and :
13,050 teachers for 1975/76. In both cases this implies a difference of more than .

50 per cent.

Thus, decisions concerning the structure of the nine-year compulsory school
will have a decisive effect on future capacity requirements for the teacher colleges !
and on the proportion of highly qualified manpower which will be employed in

the nine-year compulsory school in the future.

4 ey

The assumption described as ‘realistic’ is perhaps the most reasonable of the ;
three, in that it seems to fit in with the most likely evolution of compulsory educa-
tion without involving a noticeable rise in costs. It has taken into consideration :

the pressure from the Teachers’ Association for reducing the weekly teaching
obligation and the proposal by the Council for Experiment in Education for no

more than eight extra teaching-hours in grades 7 to 9. Obviously the Norwegian

government has to find a compromise between the various requests for improve-:

ment and change; for example, if it decreases the normal weekly teaching obliga- -

tion, it cannot increase the number of extra hours taught in divided classes without
a massive increase in teacher supply. In a sense, therefore, there is a range of
‘realistic altenatives’ which all have about the same cost, but which represent
different solutions to this problem of compremise.
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The “‘most expensive’ alternative is clearly not the most expensive alternative
of all, but the most expensive of those considered feasible by the Ministry of
education. Similarly, the cheapest alternative is not the cheapest of all possible
alternatives, but was considered the cheapest in the light of certain basic facts and

" constraints of the Norwegian educational system.

The model not oniy shows the combined impact of a combination of assump-
tions, but also shows the partial eflects on cost of different “strategic’ decisions.
For instance, variations in total current cost due to different values of teacher-
hours per week amount to Kr. 100 million. If some of the most radical suggestions
were to be adopted this might affect costs by more than Kr. 150 million.

The largest difference in cost shown by the model was due to variations in
policy over the size-distribution of schools, including its indirect effects on require-
ments for extra teaching-hours. This had a possible impact on total costs of up
to Kr. 150 million.

Thus, the Norwegian cost model demonstrates the connexion between particular
policy changes and costs and teacher demand, information which can be very
useful in policy-making.

One example of such a use of the model in Norway can be given. In general, the

-Parliamentary Committee which examined the proposals put forward by the
Ministry of education on nine-year compulsory schooling was more concerned
“with questions of a direct political nature than with a comparison of the resource
_requirements of different proposals, but one of its conclusions used in direct form

" the information provided by this cost analysis and is a good example of the useful-
- ness of the model. The Norwegian Teachers’ Association proposed to the Commit-
" tee that the maximum class size in compulsory school should be reduced from 30 to
. 25, arguing that this would be of pedagogical value. The Parliamentary Committee,
- on the other hand, while agreeing that such a measure would have pedagogical
- value, argued that it would slow down the introduction of compulsory schooling,
-because of its effects on total costs and teacher demand. The Committee referred
to the Ministry’s estimates of the effects of a change in average class size, and
" pointed out that a reduction in maximum class size from 30 to 25 would influence
- average class size. The Committee did not, therefore, accept the proposal, but

instead suggested alternative measures to raise the quality of teaching, to counteract

. the negative effects of a large maximum class size.

The main factor mentioned by the Committee was an increase in the number of

"hours taught in divided classes. It was argued that this would also be of great
- pedagogical value but would have less effect on total costs or teacher demand than
_the alternative proposal.

A cost model, similar to the one descnbed in this case-study, has been used by
she Planning Department of the Ministry of education as one of its basic tools for

“planning and forecasting. A simplified version has been used in the preparation
. of the annual budget and of a long-term projection up to 1990 used by the Ministry

of finance. The Planning Department has also developed a cost model for uni-

: versities, which will short'y be used in the development of a programme-budgeting

* model.
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V. An evaluation by IIEP
of the Norwegian experience

This case study has suggested some of the uses of the Norwegian cost model of
compulsory education. Its particular value is that it can be used as a ‘simulation’
model to allow the policy-maker to analyse cost behaviour and compare the cost- :
implications of alternative decisions, and to judge the impact of particular policy :
variables on both total current costs and teacheér demand. 7

By expressing, in simple mathematical terms, the relations between various -
factors, the model allows the policy-maker to have a more detailed understanding -
of the inter-relationships between policy decisions and factors within and outside
his immediate control. The system of equations, presented in Appendix I,
summarizes certain basic features of an educational system, and these are apphcable
to other countries besides Norway.

The use of the model demonstrates and emphasizes the necessity for reliable
school statistics and population statistics. The mistaken assumptions of RC63
about future enrolments caused an over-estimate of almost Kr. 50 million for
1970/71. The model can, in fact, help by pointing out gaps in statistical knowledge,
and this information can be used to improve educational statistics. For example,
lack -of information about the breakdown and distribution of ‘other current
expenditure’ in Norway meant that the model had to be slightly adapted and
simplified. Similarly, the model makes simplified assumptions about the effect of
economies of scale, because no adequate information on this issue existed in
Norway. Thus the impact of this experience on the development of statistical
services in Norway may prove an important by-product of the analysis itself.

The use of such models can help shatter popular myths about the most important
factors determining current costs. For example, it used to be believed in Norway,
and still is believed in many countries, that growth in the total number of pupils
was the most decisive factor in determining costs. The cost model for Norway has
demonstrated that this is not so, by revealing the greater irapact of such factors
as the size-distribution of schools, through its effect on average class size, and the
requirement for additicnal teacher-hofirs for teaching in divided classes. Thus,
by using such models, the policy-maker is rhade aware of the importance of factors:
which are more within his control than the size of enrolments.

" Another important feature of the Norwegian cost model is that it analyses at
the same time the effect of various factors on money costs and on demand for real
resources (i.e. teachers). Since in most countries, developmg as well as developed,

teachers represent the scarcest of all scarce resources, this dual functlon of such
cost models cari be very important,

However, capital costs were not considered in the Norwegian model——lt was
assumed that there was very little difference in the capital cost per place for
schools, or classes, of different sizes and that, as the school system would automa-
tically expand with the rate of growth of population, the annual capital cost could
be considered constant for all different assumptions. This point may be valid for
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the assumptions of the Ministry of education (universal nine-year schooling
by 1975/76) but not for the assumptions of RC63 (universal nine-year schooling
by 1970/71}. Obviously the annual capital expendxture would be much higher on
the basis of RC63 assumptions.

But in the introduction of a compulsory education programme in developing
countries it is necessary, as well as working out the recurrent costs and teacher
obligations for alternative completion dates, to know the capital costs of the
various alternatives; the financial feasibility, of course, depends on the combined
capital and recurrent costs per year.

In addition, in developing countries it is not only the phasing of a compulsory
educational programme that will affect the capital cost. In another case study in this
series' it was shown that the capital cost per place (not the cost per square metre)
was inversely related to the size of the school; the smaller the school, the greater
the space that would be needed per pupil. Thus, in a day-school system the greater
the decentralization, the higher the capital costs will be for a given programme.

On the other hand, many countries provide boarding facilities for children
living long distances from theii schools. In the Norwegian model the percentage
of children requiring transport and boarding facilities was regarded as a policy
variable, whilst in fact it should be dependent on the degree of centralization or
decentralization and the relative costs (including amortization of capital) of
transportation or boarding facilities. Obviously, centralization entails higher
boarding and transportation costs. Thus, in a country where significant propor-
tions of children are eithe transported to school or boarded, it would be advisable
to develop a model treaiing these factors as endogenous and not policy variables.
The Norwegian model as at present designed cannot indicate the optimum degree
of decentralization, nor can it help in deciding what proportion of children living
in remote areas should board at school and what proportion should be transported
cach day.

Another problem of major importance to planners in developing countries
which is not fully considered in the Norwegian model is the question of changes
in the qualification and age-structure of the teaching force. Several case studies in
this series have emphasized this problem—one studies in detail the changes in
average teachers’ earnings and shows that, even assuming constant salary scales,

‘these by no means remain constant: the faster the rate of growth of the stock of
“teachers with a particular qualification, the lower the average salary.? The Nor-

wegian model, however, assumes constant hourly earnings of teachers of a parti-
cular grade no matter what the rate of growth of the stock. Thus, though it
might be true that the average houriy earnings of teachers in Norway is an exoge-
nous variable, in many developing countries where teachers’ salaries increase
with length of service this should be treated as an endogenous variable.

1. United Kingdom: the use of cost analysis to improve the efficiency of school building,in Volume
IIT of this series.
2. Tanzania: factors influencing change in teachers' basic salaries, in Volume I of this series.
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Models such as the Norwegian one are simplifications of reality. They are
desigred to answer specific questions about certain predetermined alternatives
and they do not pretend to have universal applicability. The effects of different
completion dates for the nine-year compulsory schooling, the proportion of day
and boarding schools, and the qualification and age-structure of the teaching force
have probably only marginal effect in Norway but might well be crucial in other
countries. .

Perhaps the most important lesson to be learnt from Norwegian experience is
that the planning of a major reform of the educational system involves many
choices between alternative policies, and that these choices may have a crucial
influence on the over-all cost of the reform, and hence on its feasibility and timing.
Since many developing countries are faced with a very similar problem to the
Norwegian problem, namely how to plan the introduction of an adequate period of
nation-wide compulsory schooling, the Norwegian experience can be particularly
valuable in focusing attention on the need to understand the relative impact of
alternative policy choices, and indeed the need to consider alternatives, before
detailed and costly plans are finally prepared.
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Appendix 1
The equations of the Model

1. C=W+S+ M-+ A

Total current cost equals expenditure on wages, salaries and pensions plus expenditure
on transport and housing plus expenditure on furniture and books plus other current
expenditure. '

2. W= W+ W+ W+ W

Wages, salaries and pensions equal wages and salaries in grades 1-6 plus wages and
salaries in grades 7—9 plus pensions in grades 1-6 plus pensions in grddes 7-9.

3. T=t"E* + ..t E6+t"E’

Total school-hours requ1rement in compulsory education equals the sum of the total
school-hours requirement per pupil in each category of school times enrolment in that
category. :

4, WiF=(t, E; + .. FtENHwW (1 +PY

Wages and salaries in grades 1-6 equal total school-hours requirement in grades 1-6
times wage rate per hour times adjustment for personnel on paid leave.
5. W =¢E w4 Py

Wages and salaries in grades 7-9 equal total school hours requirement in grades 7-9
times wage rate per hour times adjustment of personnel on paid leave.

6-11. t* =ty .. tg +t. -+ .5
Total school-hours requireraent per pupil per year in primary schools equals teaching

“hours per pupil per year in grades 1-6 by class type plus ‘pedagogical inspection hours’
_per pupil per year in compulsory education plus ‘administrative hours’ per pupil per

year in primary schools.
12. =t 4t +t)

Total school-hours requirement per pupil per year in grades 7-9 equals teaching hours
per pupil per year in grades 7-9 plus ‘pedagogical inspection hours’ per pupil per year

“in compulsory education plus ‘administration hours’ per pupil per year in lower-secondary

schools.
t,* =H,! + H;2 Hgl+Hg?
K K,

Teaching-hours requirement per pupil per year in grades 1-6 schools eguals the sum
of average number of hours taught in a ‘full class’ and ‘divided class’ (net) divided by
the average class size, by type of primary school.

(HP” 4+ HZ)
K.V

Teaching-hours requirement per pupil per year in grades 7-9 equals the sum of the

average number of hours taught in a ‘full class’ and “divided class’ (net) divided by the

9. T)=

-average class size in lower-secondary schools.

20. Wp© = p* W ¥
Pensions cost in grades 1-6 equals percentage of public expendlture on wages and

_salaries in primary schools spent on pensions times cxpenditure on wages and salaries

in grades 1-6.

2l W =p W

Penswns cost in grades 7-9 equals percentage of public expenditures on wages and
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salaries in lower secondary schools spent on pensions times expenditure on wages and
salaries in grades 7-9.
22. S=E8 +85,

Expenditure on transport and housing equals expenditure on-transport plus expendlture
on housing.
23. S, = s, E,

Expenditure on housing pupils equals cost of housing per pupil times number of pupils
requiring housing.
24. E, =¢,E

Number of pupils requiring housmg equals percentage of pupils requiring housing
times total number of pupils.
25. S, =5, E,

Expendlture on transport cquals cost of transport per pupil times number of pupils
requiring transport.
26. E, =¢ E

Number of pupils requiring transport equals percentage of pupils requiring transport
times total number of pupils.
27. M = mE

Cost of furniture and books equals unit cost of furniture and books in compulsory
education times total enrolment.

28. A =aT

O
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Other current costs equal other current costs per school-hour times total number of:
school-hours. :

29, L) = oOF :

Demand for teachers per pupil in grades 7-9 equals total teachmg—hours requtrementf
per pupil per year divided by teaching obligation per week times number of school:
weeks per year in lower-secondary schools.

X X

3035, LF = oo .

Demand for teachers per pupil in grades 1-6 equals total teaching-hours requirement
for pupil per year divided by teaching obligation per week times number of school
weeks per year in primary schools, by schooi-type.
36. L* =, E{ + ..+ 1gEs (1 + P9

Demand for teachers in grades 1-6 equals the sum of the demand for teachers per pupil
times enrolment in each type of school times adjustment coefficient for replacement of
personnel on paid leave in primary schools.
37. L'=PE({ + P

Demand for teachers in grades 7-9 equals the demand for teachers per pupil times
enrolment times adjustment coefficient for replacement of personnel on paid leave in
lower-secondary schools.

t)’
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13. Norway

Expenditure on teachers’ wages under different. combinations of alter-
natives, primary school

Alternative
ag by ¢p dg € fg
a; bgcydge; f,
a; bgc,dge I
a; bgcydge I
. d;bgcydge £
a, bgc,;d;ef
a,bgc,d, e f
“aybgcy,dye I
Caybgcydyef,
~a;bgc,dye
a, bgc,; dyef,
a, bgcy,d, e f,
a, bgey,dy e f)
a, bgcy;dge,
a, bgc, dye, f,
a; bgcy,dge, f,
~a; bgcydge;f
“a;bgc,dye,f
a, bgc,d;e,f
‘ay; bgeyd; e, f
a; bycyde,f
a; bgc,dye,f
a, bgc,dye;f,
aybgcydyef,
raybgcydye;f,

Expenditure on wages (Kr. millions)

400
419

431

465.5

479

465 (— 5 mill.)!
479

517

532

398 (+ 5-10 mill.?)
409.5

442

455

457

470.5

507.5

523

507 (— 5 mill.?)
522.5

563.5

580.5

434 (+ 5-10 mill.?)
447

482.5

497

1. Estimates of expenditures on conveyance.

Demand for teachers

14 750
14 620
15040
16 240
16 720
16 220
16 710
18 020
18 550
13 890
14290
15430
15 880
15 960
16 430
17730
18 240
17 700
18 230
19 670
20250
15150
15 590
16 840
17 330
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Appendix 111

Glossary

1. Hours taught An ‘hour taught’ is one 45-minute period taught by one teacher.
Hours taught must be expressed in terms of the size of the pupil group, e.z. hours taught
in a full class, or hours taught in a divided, or combined class. The model distinguishes
between hours taught in a full class (H!) and ner hours taught in a divided class (H2).

2. Teacher-hours A *teacher-hour® is one period of teaching, with allowance made for
the size of pupil group. If pupils are taught together, in a full class, one hour of pupil-
time = one teacher-hour. If the class is divided in two divided classes, one hour of pupil-
time = two teacher-hours. If two full classes are taught together as a combined class,
one hour of pupil-time = half a teacher-hout.

Thus, if the pupils in one grade spend 30 hours a week in school, and spend two hours
in a divided class, (i.e. one full class divided into two groups) and one hour ‘combined’
with another full class, the total number of teacher-hours, per pupil, is calculated as
follows: ‘

27 hours in full class =27 X1 =270
2 hours (net) in divided class = 2 X 2 = 4.0
I hour (net) in combined class = 1 x 1/2 == 0.5

3. School-hours The total number of ‘school-hours’ per pupil (t) is equivalent to the
total time spent by the staff in teaching (tu) plus administration (ta) plus pedagogical
supervision (tr).

4. Teaching obligation The ‘teaching obligation’ of a teacher (O) is the total number of

periods’ the teacher must spend, per week, in teaching, administration or pedagogical
supervision. According to Norwegian regulations, if a teacher in a primary school has
to teach more than one grade in a single class, his teaching obligation is correspondingly
reduced.
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Marginal costs for marginal decisions:
the case of team teaching

- prepared bv Richard M. Durstine and Barclay M. Hudson



* This study was prepared by Richard M. Dusstine and Barclay M. Hudson of the
Harvard Graduate School of Education. )
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Introduction

Early in 1968 the authors of this p- ~er were invited by the ‘Council of Three’
of the Barbados Team Teaching Projeci “BTTP) to study the costs of the Project.
By this was understood both analysis rf actual expenditures and a projection of
what it would cost to continue and expand the activity of team teaching after the
termination of support by the Ford Foundation. It proved attractive for two
reasons to approach this work from a view point broader than that of the BTTP
alone. Firstly, the need to project costs under a variety of future conditions made
it desirable to make cost projections with considerable flexibility. Secondly, it
appeared possible to develop means to describe and estimate costs that would be
of use in situations well beyond the BTTP and Barbados itself.

The cost model described and illustrated below thus has its roots in the BTTP,
but is also relevant to other situations, in so far as they are analogous. We believe
the range of analogous situations to be quite broad, though the work as presented
here has limitations based on the needs and possibilities thal arose in the BTTP.
We will note some of these limitations as they become evident in this discussion.
We think that many of these can be removed by straightforward extension of this
work, but will not speculate in detail on that possibility.

Of all the features desirable in a cost model perhaps the most important is
relevance to problems which education officials need to solve. The model used in the
Barbadian cost study is designed with the administrator in mind. Specifically it
is intended: (i) to work both for aggregated and disaggregated situations; (ii) to
adapt readily to hand computation, but at the same time to be readily convertible
to use by computer; (iii) to be sufficiently simple that hand computations do not
require excessive effort; (iv) to allow for ready computation of the implications of
changes in programme specifications or external factors, so that simple changes
do not require full recomputation; (v) to allow for easy visualization of the rela-
tionships among its component parts and between them and the situations they
seek to represent. .

The above requirements have by and large been fulfilied, owing in no small part
to the fact that they were established after the model had been designed and tested.
In any event, the main criterion was—and remains—the possibility of using costs
as an aid to decision-making and to the control of implementing decisions. Thus
the above requirements relating to adaptability and simplicity of use ar funda-
mental.

In the interest of making this paper of use to educational planners and adminis-
trators, we have tried to link it to the ‘planning-implementation process’ described
below. We have also tried to state clearly what can and cannot be expected.

The planning-implementation process

In the planning-implementation process we include: planning, decision, implemen-

tation and confirmation of the extent to which expectations of performance are
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fulfilled. It is understood that real processes rarely conform to this ideal. They tend
to be indistinctly defined; they are hampered by overburdened staffing; and they
suffer from the intrusion of events and influences that cannot be taken into
account beforehand. '

Nevertheless, the concept of a sequential process of planning, decision, imple-
mentatiGa and confirmation is a useful framework for describing reality. It may
also provide a helpful norm for designing and evaluating possible changes in the
operation or composition of a social system like education. This planning-imple-
mentation process is both sequential and cyclical, as suggested by the diagram
below.

PLANNING |-| DECISION [-»{ IMPLEMENTATION |-

CONFIRMATION (-| PLANNING |-| DECISION ad

———| PLANNING |—— | DECISION

CONFIRMATION |- IMPLEMENTATION |&——o-

In this diagram the blocks represent activitics. The arrows suggest their
sequence and the flow of information and influence among them. The intention
is to suggest that the outcome of even the most routine process can be improved
by explicit consideration of the future (*planning’) and by thoughtful examination
of the past (‘confirmation’). ’

The planning-implementation process implies four important roles for infor- :
mation about costs. First, they are a natural part of the description of most
activities. It should be pointed out, however, that budget statements by themselves -
can present a misleading picture of actual costs. Budget categories to which charges
are made do not always correspond to actual use of funds. Likewise, inputs are -
sometimes available without corresponding expenditure and records may thus
under-estimate the total resources that are in fact used.: '

A second role of costs is to help test the feasibility of plans. Again, one must use
caution about extrapolation from one situation to another. For example, it is
important to distinguish the special overhead costs of a pilot project and to recog-
nize that its benefits may be difficult to reproduce on a larger scale, under less
controlled conditions. Large-scale programmes may provide economies of scale
but they can also run into bottlenecks. Trained staff, which might have been sup-
plied at below cost in a pilot project, may be unavailable at any price when the
need is doubled or tripled.

Third, cost information can help provide confirmation as to whether intentions
have been carried out. In this, significant underspending can be as indicative of
trouble as is significant overspending. Comparison of expenditures with budgets
can be of use: (a) in identifyirig points of mis-estimation; (b) in identifying changes
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in plans (intentional or otherwise); and (c) as a means for finding points where

" better control is needed.

O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Finally, information about costs can be of use in evaluanon and choice among
alternative courses of action. At the simplest level, one can on the ave hand com-
pare costs of what executives report to be equally desirable alternatives; or on the
other hand construct alternatives of equal cost and ask executives to judge the
most suitable. The most difficult task is ultimately not the cost analy.is but rather
the evaluation of benefits.

There exist highly developed tools and procedures for dealing with the objective
aspects of cost and practically none for dealing with the subjective aspects of benefit.
Nor is this situation likely to change, since many subjective questions are clearly
of such a nature that measurement and precision wou]d be highly inappropriate to
them.

This paper devotes extensive attention to costs, since this is where objective
information is available. Moreover, a clear exposition of costs can be useful to the
subjective evaluation of benefits, as it provides a framework for spelling out
alternatives. .

Marginality of costs and decisions

Almost all decisions, and hence almost all costs, are best conceived as marginal,
that is, as adjustments to an already existing situation. One seldom makes a
decision that is not in fact a modification of some larger scheme. Similarly, there
is seldom an expenditure that truly stands by itself. This view point is of course
not applicable in all cases. But it is appropriate to the particular examples to be
discussed in this paper as well as to many other practical cases of decision and
action.

I. The educational system

The literacy rate of Barbados is reported to be above 90 per cent. This is one result
of the country’s high population density, which permits every child to live within
walking distance of one of the island’s 144 primary schools. Ninety-seven per cent
of primary-level pupils attend schools that are government-operated, and 76 per
cent of secondary-level pupils are in government schools. In addition, the majority
of independent schools receive public financial support.

Children aged five to seven attend ‘ufants’ school; those from seven to eleven
attend junior school. Secondary education begins after age ele.. 1, when the child
may follow one of several alternatives: (a) he may continue his studies in an all-age
school, which comprises infant, junior and senior levels to age fourteen; (b) if ke
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passes his examinations with a high enough mark, he is eligible to attend a second-
ary grammar school which pursues a full academic course to age nineteen and
prepares him for examinations equivalent to those administered to British children;
(c) another option is secondary comprehensive school (formerly known as secondary
modern school) which provides education to age seventeen; (d) finally, there is a
limited number of institutions providing vecational training, including technical
school, apprenticeship school and domestic science centres.

Table 1 compares enrolments with school-age population at the primary and
secondary levels. The tapering-off of enrolment at the post-primary level reflects
three things: (i) the varying terminal age of the different secondary tracks; (ii) the
loss of students within each of the tracks; and (jii) the growth of enrolments over
time.

TasLe 1. School-age population in Barbados and enrolments by age

1966/67 estimated enrolments

1965 Enrolments?

Age population Public Private? Total! as percentage
Primary .

5 6 160 5333 5513 B89

6 6 680 6017 6220 93

7 6 780 - 6335 6548 97

8 6 870 6040 ’ 6243 91

9 6910 5467 5651 82
10 6 840 5 866 6 064 87
11 6 520 4906 . 5071 78

Totals 46 760 39 964 1346 41 310 88.2
Secondary :
12 6 370 4 897 5642 892 -
13 6210 4331 5076 82
14 6 040 3751 4496 74
15 . 5 850 - 2180 2925 50
16 4 630 1422 2167 47
17 4 440 1059 1804 41
18 4270 619 1364 32
19 4080 464 1209 30
Totals - 41 850 18723 5960 24 683 58.9

Grand totals 88 650 _ 58 687 7 306 65993 74.3

1. Data are not available on the distribution of private enrolments within either the primary or secondary
level, The distribution shown in the *Total enrolment’ column assumes that private enrplment distri-
bution is identical to the public at the primary level and that private enrolments are uniformly
distributed at the secondary level. Private secondary schools are mostly grammar schools—~to age 19—
with relatively low drop-out rates. (See Barbados, Digest of Education Statistics 1966-1967, Tables L-4
and P-10.) This assumption probably overstates enrolment in the later years of the secondary level.

2. The high index of enrolments at age 12 (relative to age 11) probably represents crrors in reporting.

NOTE Figures include both public and private enrolments. Not included are enrolments at the
Housecraft Centre (36 total), domestic service and nurses’ ¢lasses at the Barbados Evening Institute
(715 and 26 respectively) or adult education classes (966 total enrolment).

source Barbados, Digest of Education Statistics 1966-1967, Tables P.1, P-2, FP-1, X-2.
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TasLe 2. Public expenditures on cducation (EC dullars)

Year ~

1953 2 139 000
1960 3998 000
1966 11 622 000

SOURCE  1953: United Nations, World Survey of Educaiion. Vol. II. p. 1181.
1960: United Nations, World Survey of Education, Vol. 1V, p. 1290.
1966: Barbadvs. Digesr of Education Staistics 1966-67, Table F-8.

At the post-secondary level, teacher training is provided by Erdiston College,
established in 1948. There is also a Technical Institute. The University of the
West Indies (UWI) has a rapidly growing campus in Barbados, established in
1963. Education is free at all levels.

Government expenditures on education have risen rapidly, as shown in Table 2.
These figures include capital outlays, which amounted to 15 per cent of the total
in 1966. In 1966, all but 2 per cent of government expenditures on education were
made through the Ministry of education,

Enrolments have also risen steadily, as shown in Table 3. Among other things
this table illustrates the minor role of private education; the growth of post-second-

‘ary technical education; and the recent opening of UW1’s Arts and Sciences College.

Not shown are enrolments at Codrington Theological College (42 in 1956), or adult

‘educaticn enrolments. Druring the decade 1956-66, it can be seen that primary

enrolments increased 39 per cent, secondary enrolments 87 per cent, and teacher-
training enrolments at Erdiston College 26 per cent.
The fact that expenditures have risen faster than enrolments suggests in part an

increase of inputs per student. At present about 23 per cent of the government’s
‘total budget is devoted to education, and this represents about’EC$ 100 per pupil.

The Ministry of education has no special planning office and it has not chosen

“to divert qualified stafl to developing an educational ‘plan’. Planning does take

O
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TaBLE 3. Enrolment trends

Primary Secondary Higher
‘Year Private Public General Vocational Techinical UWI Erdiston
1951/52 25193 10713 —_— ‘ 0 36
1956/57 — 28 298 11 660 483 103 0 116
+960/61 — 32781 13953 749 89 0 127
.966/67 1 346 39964 22 660! 462! 108 1462

{. These figures do not correspond to the total in Table 1. See footnote [ to that table.
‘. Figure applies to 1964/65, (rom Barbados, Digest of Education Statistics 1964-1965, Table FP-4.
OURCE  1951/52: UN World Survey of Education, Vol. IL, p. 1179.

1956/57: 1bid., Vol. 1V, p. 1289,

1960/61: Ibid.

1966/67: Barbados, Digest of Education Statistics 1965-1967, Tables P-1. FP-1. 2, 5,
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place, however, in the sense that the Ministry must be responsive both to the
Ministry of finance and to the Parliament in setting out, jus:ifying and estimating
the costs of its annual priorities. The major limitation on long-range planning
would appear to be lack of personnel. Precise long-range planning would face
problems of uncertainty about the future course of the island’s economic develop-
ment and the additional problem of instability of the emigration-prone labour
force. At present planning is primarily short-range and carried out by adminis-
trators. Furthermore, it usually centres on the choice between marginal alternatives,
within an on-going programme whose majo. parameters are assumed to be
constant. This has important implications for the uses and design of cost analysis.
It should be emphasized, nevertheless, that this type of planning has not excluded
the possibility of introducing major reforms, such as comprehensive schools,
or the experiment with team teaching.

A major distinction is made between ‘trained” and ‘untrained’ teachers. Trained
teachers are those who have completed the two-year course at Erdiston College.
In 1966/67, trained teachers made up 50 per cent of the primary school staff and
35 per cent of the secondary school staff. Among untrained teachers a distinction
is made between ‘supernumeraries’, who have received formal appointments
after one or two years of teaching experience, and ‘acting teachers’, who are
recent secondary school graduates, and typically enter the teaching force at age
nineteen.

1l. The Barbados Team Teaching Project

The Barbados Team Teaching Project was conceived as an experiment in applying
to a developing country a new educational programme that had been conceived
and nurtured in an advanced educational system. Team teaching was developed in
the United States in the early 1950s and was designed to encourage interaction and
growth among teachers of differing qualifications and abilities. It is based on the
recognition that teaching requires a range of skills and that different teachers have
relative strengths and weaknesses in different fields and methods of teaching.
By forming teams of teachzrs, the most experienced and able can extend their
responsibility over a large number of children; the newer ones can receive guidance ;
and teacher aides can take over tasks which require relatively little training, thus
freeing more qualified personnel to specialize in tasks that call for their particular
skills.

Teacher specialization permits a more flexible programme, including large anc¢
small group instruction, independent study by students, aad attention to specia’
problems arising with individual children. It also allows more expert use of specia
equipment and encourages more initiative on the part of individual teachers. Al
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- this requires co-ordination within the teaching team. At least once a week, there-

fore, all the team members, including the teacher aides, meet to plan lessons.
These planning sessions provide not only an outline of schedules and tasks but an
opportunity for each teacher to develop intellectually and professionally through
contact with other teachers.

1. Description of the project

The Barbados Team Teaching Project was financed by the Ford Foundation and
involved collaboration of the Barbados Ministry of education, the Institute of
education of the University of the West Indies and Harvard University, through
the Graduate school of education’s Center for Studies in Education and Develop-
ment. The purpose of this collaboration was to introduce team teaching
by way of a pilot programme, to train key personnel, to evaluate short-term
results, develop modifications if necessary, and to document the problems and
achievements that would facilitate possible experiments along similar lines in
other countries. '

Although team teaching is not cheaper than conventional teaching, it appears

‘to be a cheap means of achieving considerable improvement, far less expensive,
for example, than reducing the pupil/teacher ratio. A careful examination of cost
‘'was thus an objective of the project and provides the basis for this case
‘study.

The BTTP covers the five-year period 1965-69 and is under the joint control

of the three participating institutions. The budget was set at US$ 297,500. Of
‘this total about 32 per cent was.allocated to overhead costs (mainly evaluation);

25 per cent for a resident consultant from Harvard; 10 per cent for a Barbadian
sxecutive secretary; 8 per cent for training of Barbadian personnel in the United
States; 5 per cent for in-service training during vacation workshops; 5 per cent
for salaries of teacher aides; 7 per cent for building modifications and materials
and 7 per cent for contingencies and miscellaneous purposes. -

This pattern of allocation was subject to revision but no modification was
found necessary, except on minor points to be noted later. There were five pilot
schools. Three were ‘all-age’ schools (ages 5-14) and two were primary schools
‘ages 5-11). Two of these were originally chosen as control schools but it proved
mpossible to withhold the experimental programme from them due to the strength
of local demand for team teaching. Teachers from other, non-teamed schools
1ave attended in-service workshops and consequently interest in the programme
1as remained strong.

Within the experimental sciiools a typical team consisted of four teachers: one
.eam leader and a second trained teacher, plus two teachers with varying degrees
Of experience but without advanced training. Each team handled 160 children
and since the pilot schools had an average enrolment of 650 children (about
-wice the national average), there were typically four teams per school. Each
chool had in addition one head teacher (i.e. school principal) and one teacher
tide; both of these positions combine administrative with teaching functions.
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The head teacker is part of the regular school staff while the teacher aide was
assigned only to the project schools.

The training of teachers represents perhaps the most permanent form of invest-
ment in the team tcaching programme. In assessing the costs of the training
programme we also had an opportunity to measure the cost of wastage among
the teachers who received such training.

2. In-service training (workshops)

128 persons from the pilot (teamed) schools have attended the five vacation-
period workshops since the beginning of the project.’ The cost of in-service
training has been approximately US$ 25 per participant per week. (The workshops
last from four days to two weeks.) In contrast, overseas training (averaging about-
four weeks per participant) cost about US$ 205 per week. .

Of the pilot school staff who have attended workshops over the last three
years, 42 per cent were absent as of June {968. Ten per cent were on temporary:
leave, mainly to receive formal training at Erdiston College; 9 per cent were:
teaching at other (unteamed) schools; 11 per cent had left teaching and 12 per:
cent had emigrated. Teachers who leave teaching tend to be younger and have:
attended fewer workshops (2.6 weeks as against an average of 3.4 for all par-
ticipants). The majority of these are untrained (i.e. they have not taken formal
courses at Erdiston), and with neither job security nor high salaries they tend to.
be drawn into local private enterprise. In contrast, the older and better-trained
teachers tend to leave only if a substantial offer is made from abroad.

The five pilot schools differ in the degree to which their workshop participants
are subsequently lost to private enterprise or emigration. The proportion of loss
varies from 12 to 29 per ~ent of those who received in-service training; depending
on the school.

3. Training in the United States

Twenty-cight participants have been trained overseas under the auspices of the
Team Teaching Project.? The cost of overseas training for a single participant
has been about US$ 1,350 for a six-week course, US$ 800 for a four-week
observation tour or US$ 250 for a two-week observation tour, not including
travel. .
Future savings on overseus training might be realized in the following ways:
1. Greater use migat be made of the regular Ministry budget that provides travel
for staff on leave. Such overseas training during leaves of absence is encouraged
as a normal part of the Ministry’s leave policy.
2. Future training and utilization of staff might be planned so as to increase
the ‘reach’ of expensively acquired skills. In only one case has formal overseas

1. As of spring 1968.
2. As of September 1968.
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coursework been provided to a school staff member for the purpose of making
that person a specialist and part-time consultant tc the team teaching pro-
gramme at large. This practice might be further encouraged.

4. Modifications to original Project plans

The outlines of the Barbados Team Teaching Project were drawn up in the summer
of 1964. The scope, purpose and costs anticipated at that time have proved quite
consistent with actual events. Since considerable care and forethought went into
the planning of the Project, it is interesting to make note of major departures
that have occurred from original intentions. Some of these modifications are in
a sense a measure of what was not anticipated while others are -a mieasure of
what was learnt from the experience. These modifications were as follows:

(a) Secondary schools not included. The original intention was to begin with two
experimental primary schools and then add two more at the secondary level. In
addition, there was to be an equal number of control schools at each level. Instead,
both of the primary control schools became teamed, due to the strong demand
for the innovation by the individual schools. For similar reasons a fifth primary
school was also teamed. This had two important implications: first, it meant a
loss of experimental controls, making it more difficult to substantiate the effects
of team teaching relative to the regular system. Second, it meant a loss of experience
in dealing with team teaching in the Barbadian secondary schools, which might
have offered a richer variety of curricula, staffing, administration and physical
environment to experiment with.

(b) Aduisory committee not formed. 1t was originally intended to form a committee
of advisers to the project which would have included representatives of the

‘Ministry of education, UWI’s Institute of education, Erdiston Teacher-training

college, the Teachers’ Union and secondary school officials. This committee was

‘never organized, however, and its functions were implicitly relegated to the
.co-ordinating :fforts of the Executive secretary and the foreign resident consultant.

(c) Full-time Executive secretary replaces second foreign resident consultant. The

original plan was to have a half-time Executive secretary provided by the Ministry

(though paid ‘by the Project), together with two foreign resident consultants.

Instead the Executive secretary became full-time and only one foreign consultant
was brought in. This shift from foreign to local staffing proved satisfactory and
resulted in considerable financial savings. Whereas a foreign resident consultant
costs about US$ 20,000 per year, a full-fime Executive secretary costs about
USS 8,000, including office and secretarial expenses.

(d) Teacher aides limited to one per school. As originally conceived there was to

be at Jeast one teacher aide per school, with the standard being one aide for every
two teams (assuming approximately four teachers and 160 pupils per team). At
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present, however, there is only one aide for every four teams {(except at one school
which has two aides—one ‘clerical’ and one ‘teaching’). This use of only one
aide per school was apparently made in the interests of economy, since teacher
aide salaries are a major item of the future on-going costs of team teaching.
Nevertheless, teacher aides release the head teacher of a school from relatively
menial functions, enabling him to undertake a supervisory role throughout the
school, more in line with his training and experience. A properly used teacher
aide—whose salary runs about US$ 940 per year—can release the services of
a highly skilled supervisor whose value in teyms of salary is in the range of
US$ 3,650.

{€) Teachers’ rooms less expensive than anticipated. Building modifications to
provide workrooms for teachers were estimated at US$ 3,000 per school. Actual
construction took place at only two schools, the other schools requiring only
minor changes to existing premises. Average costs were in fact only about US$
230 per school. Unspent building funds have been largely expended on furniture
(about US$ 640 per school) and equipment (about US$ 320 per school).

(f) Consumable materials per pupil slightly less than anticinated. The original:
intention was to supply US$ 1.00 per pupil in books and consumable materials.
In fact, due largely to the addition of three experimental schools, only about:
USS .80 per child yearly has been spent on consumables and books (abouti
USS .45 on books and US$ .35 on consumables).
(g) In-service training somewhat more expensive. The cost of in-service training!
was originally estimated at US$ 3,000 per year. Actual expenditures have been:
close to US$ 4,500 per year, including both spring workshops and summer:
workshops.

5. Efforts at evaluation

It was originally intended to provide the project with a ‘tough-minded’ overseer;
whose role would have been to specify just what could be claimed for the project
in the way of successes and failures. He was to have been concerned, among other:
things, with a study of the psychological impact of team teaching on teachers
and pupils in general and the effect of the Barbadian cultural setting on the
country’s ability to utilize team teaching.

The fact that such a_ person was not eventually brought in indicates that
some of the -valuative objectives have been revised, if not intentionally at
least in fact. :he main quantitative evaluation is being carried out by the
UWI, which is attempting to measure pupil achievement, some aspects of
teacher competence and the attitudes of teachers, pupils and parents toward
team teaching. :

Other evaluation efforts include three major benchmark surveys; a series of
reports from both the Executive secretary and the resident consultant; periodic
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meetings by the Council of Three (executive board of the BTTP) and visits to
Barbados by more than a dozen ad hoc consultants.

6. Likelihood of expansion of team teaching

As of January 1969, the outlook for extension of team teaching to other schools
in Barbados seemed favourable. However, no firm policy decision had been taken
while awaiting two developments:-first, the preparation of a final evaluation of
the pilot programme;' and secondly, the possible integration of team teaching
into a.more comprehensive effort to improve educational standards throughout
Darbados. Such integration would tend to enhance the effectiveness of team
teaching since it could then relate better to the teacher-training programme at

“Erdiston, flexible design of new facilities, training of officials during normal
overseas leave, more imaginative approaches to development of curriculum

materials and new priorities for purchasing equipment and materials.

If and when expansion takes place, the need to train team leaders almost
certainly means that it will be phased in gradually, e.g. five new schools in the
first year, five or ten more in the second and so on. Since a single team can handle
about 160 students, team teaching evidently works best in larger schools, where
one team can work with a relatively narrow age span.

Apart from the Minister of education, the principal initiative for planning

future expansion of team teaching has been with the Project’s Executive secretary

who, in early 1967, prepared a ‘Plan for extending the Team Teaching Project
beyond the experimental stage’. This plan emphasized a General School Improve-
ment Programme and envisaged the eventual teaming of every ‘all-age’ school
(ages 5-14) with 400 or more pupils and every ‘primary’ school (ages 5-11)
with more than 320 pupils, a total of 52 schools. The memorandum suggested
priorities in the allocation of team teaching funds, particularly to teacher aide
salaries, equipment (such as duplicators) and training. A more recent report by
the present Executive secretary reiterates these guidelines, and gives additional
focus to priorities in terms of specific schools to be phased in and to the role of
local supervisors and consultants already trained in team teaching.
Enthusiasm for team teaching has been shown by the Ministry’s regular staff

.of school supervisors. Additional interest has been generated by attendance at

in-service training workshops of teachers from non-teamed schools.

Once ihe final evaluation of the qualitative effects of team teaching is completed,
a decision can be made as to whether or not the programme is to be expanded,
and whether or not this expansion is to be part of a broader programme to
improve educational quality. It is at that point that the cost model presented
in this paper will be of greatest usefulness, for it provides the means of estimating
quickly the budgetary implications of alternative strategies, whether one is dealing
with marginal policy questions, or with major strategic decisions.

1. For mid-1969.
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III. A model for projecting costs

Carefully made estimates of cost were included in early plans for the Team
Teaching Project. These helped both to define activities and to estimate the
expenditures that would be experienced. In the course of the Project these budgets
were realized with considerable precision; the reasons for the major deviations
are easy to understand.

One useful feature of the earlier cost estimates deserves mention. This is the
grouping of costs of the Project under four headings:'

N costs—Normal or regular costs of running the schools in the Project;

X costs—Additional permanent costs due directly to the adoption of a

system of team teaching; ,

Y costs—Costs of launching and developing the pilot Project;

Z costs—Costs of assessment of the Project and of related research.
Greatest attention and detail in the subsequent discussion is given to the X costs,
since they are the ones that will be of most relevance to the continuation of team
teaching in the long run. N costs are for the most part not considered, being
outside our purview. The Y and Z costs are of interest historically but are less
so in making projections for the future.

Description of the model |

For the moment we will consider the cost model in the abstract. At a later point
it will be illustrated in terms of the costs of extending team teaching in Barbados.
Before that, for illustrative purposes, a simple example will be used as a vehicle
for discussion. This has been chosen to emphasize the method of cost projections,
rather than their substance.

The basic principles used are simple in the extreme: (i) that total cost is equal to
the quantity of input times unit cost of the input. That is, six mangoes at six cents
each costs 36 cents; (ii) that often the quantity required of one thing bears a linear
relationship to the quantity used of some other thing. That is, for every six
mangoes we need twelve (disposable) napkins, or two napkins per mango.

The above two rules serve as the basis for almost all the cost computations :nade
in the following pages. They must of course be applied with care. In most cases
they will be true ‘locally’ (i.e. for limited ranges of the quantities being considered).
Outside the range where a given relationship holds, a great many further cases
can be approximated by applying the above very simple principles locaily as
many times as necessary and by providing for continuity among the local estimates.

When we buy six mangoes at six cents each we are buying a quantity (Q) of
something at a fixed cost (U) per unit of that thing. The cost (C) of all six mangoes

1. Beeby, C.E. and others in early working documents of the Barbados Team Teaching"
Project, 1964.
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is the product of Q times U, so: QU = C; or, in numbers: 6 mangoes x 6 cents/
mango = 36 cents. '

Two simple cautions are needed here. First, the above is true only as long as
the unit cost U does not vary. Second, it is helpful to add to the letters C, U and
Q to remind ourselves that we are talking of mangoes and not something else.

‘C(mangoes) = Q(mangoes) U(mangoes)

CIMNG) = Q(MNG) UMNG)

Cﬂ = QﬂUﬂ
In this paper we have found it useful to employ ali three types of notation, but
in dealing with particular programmes like team teaching the second one is
usually most practical, :

Most expenditures do not exist independently, in that most inputs into a
programme require complementary inputs in order to make best use of them.
If two napkins are consumed in the process of eating each mango, the total
quantity of napkins to be used is

Q(napkins) = P(napkins/mango) Q(mangoes)

or

Q(NPK) = P(NPK/MNG) QMMNG)
or :

Qb = Pann

where NPK stands for napkins, as does the subscript letter b. The symbo! P
. is called the policy relating quantity of napkins to guantity of mangoes. As the
word is used here, a policy represents a simple and consistent relationship between
quantities of various things. Such relationships may result from stated policy,
tradition, physical necessity, or legal requirement, among other things. Such
relationships may in fact be complicated and ill-defined and sometimes are not
identified at all. One of the functions of cost analysis must therefore be to clarify
policies which have a bearing on future programme costs.
The importance of policies in our model is that they provide a method of treating
“costs as something tied directly to decision-making. The model does not attempt
to say ‘a programme must take inputs a, b and ¢ into account’. Rather, it says
‘if you are interested in a or b or c, the cost implications will be thus’.
Returning now to the example, the cost of napkins needs next to be determined.

Total cost evidently equals unit price timics quantity, but the quantity is determined
by the quantity of mangoes and by the policy relating numbers of napkins and
mangoes. Thus:
: C(napkins) = Q(napkins)U(napkins) = P(napkins/mango)Q(mangoes}U(napkins)
or
. C(NPK) = Q(NPK) UNPK) = P(NPK/MNG) Q(MNG) U(NPK)

or

G = QG = PQC,

or, in numbers

24 cents for napkins = (2 napkins per mango) X (6 mangoes) X (2 cents per
napkin).
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The important thing about this form of cost description is that the policy statements -
appear explicitly in the equations.

The final step is to compute cost of the total activity. We are assuming that

mangoes and napkins are the only parts to cost anything. We give the name
‘resultant cost’ and the code letter R to the cost of the mangoes including all
those things that consumption of mangoes entails. So the resultant cost will be

R(mangoes) = C(mangoes) + C(napkins)
or
R(MNG) = C(MNG) + C(NPK)
. or '
=C,+ G,
or, in numbers .
60 cents (total for the activity of eating ma:igoes) =
.36 cents (for the mangoes themselves) + 24 cents (for the napkins)

The very simple ideas described above are all that is necessary to compute costs
of very complex programmes, even when many policy alternatives are at stake.
This will be demonstrated in the following section.

[V. Application to the team teaching example

The steps needed to prepare an estimate of the costs of a programme are as follows:

1.

Identify the activities that make up the programme, being specific as to the
measurable costs of all items. Identify the ‘policies’ which apply to- each
item. In particular, distinguish between: (1) the ‘intrinsic’ cost of an item; and
(2) the derived costs of additional inputs which the item mcurs This was
discussed above.
Confirm that this structure of quantities and policies is appropriate for the :
kinds of decisions the rnodel will be applied to, with special attention to possible '
differences between the conditions of past and future programmes.

. Determine the unit costs of the individual components that make up the

activity. Compute the totat cost of the mdrvrdual parts. of the activity, and
of the activity as a whole.

. Confirm that these results are reasonable and acceptable. Otherwise, discard

and adjust them.

1. Description of the example case

Future costs of team teaching in Barbados have been Iérgelfy derived from policies
inherent in the pilot project. Some modifications have been introduced in the
course of the on-going evaluation of the project and suggestions for future policies
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have been made by the former rcsident consultant. The resulting structure of
policies is summarized in Table 4.

The measurable inputs to the team teaching activity are listed in the first three
columns. Their description includes the units of their measurement and a three-
letter code or abbreviation. The fourth column gives the ‘policies’ in terms of
which the activity is described. These are the proposed focus for future decision-
making. The fifth column of Table 4 provides some remarks on how and why
the various policies were chosen. '

As will be seen, it is possible to evaluate any number of examples from a single
initial computation. The exact composition of the first example is thus not very
important, since it can be easily modified. Nevertheless, an attempt has been
made to construct a case consistent with existing capabilities and expectancies.

For the purposes of the example, team teaching activity is defined in terms of
a Project (PRJ) made up of four types of schools. The schools comprise those
(SCI) in their first year of team teaching; those (SC2) in their second year; those
(SC3) in their third, fourth and fifth years; and those (SC4) in their sixth and
subsequent years. Each type of school is staffed with a head teacher (SSI), senior
assistants (SS2), trained teachers (SS3), supernumeraries (SS4), and acting teachers
(SS5) according to a fixed pattern, described in Table 4. These figures were derived
from national averages of Barbadian primary schools {1966/67) and from the
composition of the staff in the five teamed schools.

- Supervision in the example is provided by one Executive secretary SP1) for
the activity as a whole and as many field supervisors (SP2}) as are needec to satisfy
the following: one for each five new schools (SC1); one for each ten SC2; one for
each fifteen SC3; and one for each twenty SC4, up to a total of one for ail SC4
together. Fractional time spent on field supervision is considered likely and
appropriate. The field supervisor(s) would replace the former resident consultant.
Supervision would be greatest during the period of development of each school
as a team teaching school, culminating eventually in a very low intensity of
supervision, after team teaching had become well established in the system as
a whole. This anticipates the eventual take-over of team teaching supervision by

~ “the regular supervisory stafl of the educational system. Each team teaching field
supervisor is presumed to receive six weeks of training (TNG) overseas at the time

of his appointment. In the interest of economy, no overseas training is anticipated
in addition to this.

For the sake of having average figures to use in computing costs, each school
is postulated as having an enrolinent of 560 except for the five pilot schools
which in fact have a larger than average enrolment of 650. Tn the first years of
teaming only one team—with 140 pupils (PPL)—will exist in each school. In
subsequent years the school will be fully teamed.

It is recognized that these figures will vary considerably from case to case.

'IThey represent averages consistent with national and Team Teaching Project
-experience. Such average figures are useful and appropriate for budgeting and

decision-making, though clearly not descriptive of individual cases.
An average pupil/teacher ratio of 39 is used throughout. One teacher aide

147



Educational cost analysis in action: case studies for planners

se ysiujwip sjuswaninbar uoisiazadng

(2Ds/tdS)Md

I'o = :
“Sunisixs juasard 1B j0u 504 70 = (12S/edS)d "Anba swn-ng Josiazadns plaig 7S
[ = (Cdd/1dS)d uosIad swn-[n.g AIe}2103s 9ANNISXT 1dS
, Jounosiad L10s1a42dng AdS
‘sdoysylom e Juiuiel) 951AIIS-UI SA1D3I .
[suuosiad 1ay1() -siosiaxadns ppRy 01 9 = (TdS/INLd SH99M SBISIA0 S ZNL
Aluo Adde 01 pawinsse sl Jupuiel) SBasOAQ | = (QdS/INLM osdury, SBaSISA0 sdirf INL
Buiund) svasian0 DN.L
1 = (C4d/IM)d uoISsas Jadm-duQ doysytom 3urndg DM
I = (C9d/ 1IN UOISSIS HIoM-0M | doysyiom Ipdwumg DM
sdoysyioy SYM
'S|0OYDS pawed) A|mau Jo azis
afe1oAr Ul IM0IT WID1-JuO} 10J SMO[Y 09 = (FDOS/Tdd)d
'sjooyds 10{id Jo juswoIud [EnIdY 059 = (£2S/1dd)d
"powsea) A[nJ 1095 = Judwijoruy 09s = (Z0S/1dd)M
"PAWES) Jajenb auo [g9s = juswoluy  opl = (IDS/Tdd)d pawes) sjdng spdng 1dd
‘pawed ¥ = (FOS/SW.L)
A[Iny sI jooyos ayy sieak juonbasqns uj + = (€DS/SIW.LJ
-owneiord oY) s19)ua [00YIS v = (TOS/SIN.Ld
Ul JeoA 1SJY Ul pawloj SI wed) suo AuQ 1 = (IDS/SW.Ld swrea MY S SIALL
0 = ((AdHFDOS)d SJOOY3S ' JBaA YI§ IV [[00YDS vOS
Sunues) jo
'§]00ys j0pid 3AY JUISAIY S = (MAd/£08)d S[0011S Ieak Yig-pIg IJooyos €IS
Funuesy
0 = (r4d/zo8)d sjooyag Jo 1e3f pug :jooyds w0s
"0L/6961 ul pappe Suiwesy
S[OOYDS MOU DAY SOWNSSE ased ofdurexy ¢ = (rJad/108d  S[00YoS Jo 1edf 18y jooyds DS
100438 108
‘suolje1ado s Jeak 3uo 0) SI9JeY JBak 193{01g 103l04 nd
sy1eway Atanoe aInsedw jo siun) ndut jo aweN Jweu
Suwnap saosljod apo)

Ananoe uiyoeay wes) Suugdp saijod pue sindul Jo uondiosaq p ATEV]

148

.\)

Aruntoxt provided by Eic:

E



14. Barbados

Jpaja3a0 panuyuoa

"Jeak 151 19)J8 ysiupp sjuswaanbal sinjiuing

“JB3A )51y Ul £jUO paumdul A1k $)S0d> Sulpjing

"SABp ¢ 10J Soaulel) palpuny JUQ
*SABD § JOJ s2dulel) paipuny suQ

190fo1d £q pred ooudy ‘OSS Ul papnoul
10U 2B S,€]§ *jooyss Jad apie auQ
"TLS pue 1LS sopnpul 1:6¢ Jo ohes [idnd/ioydesy

(DSS) JEIS [00YDs se awes aIe Jers wes) SO

"8961 ounf jo eyep [ooyds jonid a3 wosy

pue ;9/9961 10) SonSHeIs Jeuoneu

W01y PaAlap usaq sey Jayosesl Jo
A1039180 yoea 10J ones idnd/iaydea]

"192foid 0} 1500 ou Inour pue joSpnq ALSIUIA
iengal £q suloq a1B DHSS JO S1S0D)

‘doysyiom Jod juelNSuod uialoj AuQ
doysyiom 13d juejnsuod ugipI0j suQ
‘doysyiom Jod jueynsuod udp10j suQ
*Aep 1ad sjueInsuos 9] ‘sfep Sl
*Aep aad sjuejmsuod g ‘sAep us]

‘Juiyoen
are9) JI 9ouaLiodxa SABNWNIOE [OOYDS

ost = (£2S/Taad
0sy = (2OS/Tdd
0001 = (1DS/14a)d

ooy = (10S/Dadd

00F = (TAM/zMS)H
008 = (IMM/TMS)M

§ = (@AM/IMS)
01 = (M/1MS)

I = (108/€18)d
§9570° = (Tdd/TLS)
I = (SWL/LLIS)

600" = (Tdd/sSS)d
$500" ~ (1dd/¥SS)d
SI1900° = (1dd/eSS)d
$00° = (1dd/TSS)Md

I = (10S/1SS)d

(TAM/END)
(IIAINDM
(S 1 ENDM
@IM/IND)
(MM INDXM

S
ol
1
08
091

I

I

§'0 = (cds/edS)Md
I = (1dS/EdsS)M

SO0 = (PDS/TdS)
L9900 = (£D5/7dS)d

yuom siefjop D9
YHOM SIE[[Op DA

skep-uosiad

skep-uosiog

suosIg
SUOSI9g
SuU0s1agd

suosIoJ
SUOSIdg
suosIad
SUOSIOJ
SuOSIag

sAep-jueyjnsuo))
sdin-jueynsuo)

sAep-jueynsuo))

‘amba awn-jing

amjuing
sajqoangy

suonpafipows Sutppng

saures) juedonieg

Jo3euew doysyiopm
doysyiom fo fIoig

aple Jayoea]
Jpquisw wedy
19pes] wes]
wp3a; fo foig

19yded} Sunoy
Arerswnuradng
Jayoed} paurer]
jueIsISSe IOIUAG

194o5e) pesy
sjoouas fo fvig

sAep-'su0d ugI0g
sdin-"suod udiog

SJUB)NSUOD [0
u.:sBuNEu.:Qr\.v

YIS [pupiadeg

aa
44a

Dag

TMS

IMS
AMS

£LS
(AR
11S
1S

(S
¥SS
£8S
7SS
ISS
J8s

ENDO
IND

IND
SND

£dS

149

O

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

E



Educational cost enalysis in action: case studies for planner.

1

*padu Jo SIseq UO [0OYDS Yoed £q pauorsinbar
2oM (S0 21aym ‘dudladxd [ooyds
105w uo paseq ‘pdnd powesy Jad

sai[ddns c[qewinsuod sjusd om1-AIXls 790 = (I1dd/dSIM yuom siejjop DI sanddns ajqoumsuo)) qa50
‘[ooyss Jod Jvak Jou QO $OF 3O INdUl JUBSUCD 00§ = (TOs/lzad)d  uMom sieflop DI syooq £aa
Juak 151y ul Ajuo ndul juawdinbg oss = (10S/zaqQ)d yuom siefjop DI ymawdinbg 74a
0st = (pIS/TdMd
syITWDY Lyanoe aInseawt Jo SHuf) nddr jo aweN ey
Suuijop sodr[od apod

panuijuo) " 14V ],

150

O

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

E



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

14. Barbados

(ST3) is provided per teamed school, thus providing more concentration of this

resource in the first year of teaming than in subsequent years.

Training of school staff is provided by spring workshops (WK1) of one-week
duration and sumnier workshops (WK2) of two weeks. This is the only means
anticipated for providing training in team teaching, and in curriculum develop-
ment related to team teaching. Provision of one foreign consultant (CN2, CN3)
per workshop has been assumed. No other consultants from overseas are anticipat-
ed, this work being done by local coasultants (CN1). Other local experts might
well also prove valuable to the activity as a whole but are not considered in this
medel. Attendance at workshops is taken as 100.

Costs of building modifications (BDG), durable equipment (DRB), and consum-
able supplies (CSB) are included, based on past experience. Expenditures on these
items are higher in the first year than in subsequent years. No further breakdown
of these items is included, thus allowing for flexibility of action in individual
cases, either through local or ministry initiative. Units for these inputs are given
as “dollars worth’.

2. Some comments

A few comments are included here as clarification and reminder of the nature
of this example.

The analysis here relates not to the operation of the educational system, or
even to the total operation of certain schools within it. Our attention is directed
to only a part of the operation of certain schools.

When the costs of a change are considered, only those arising because of that
change should be included. The marginal cost of the change, and only the change,
should be determined. Once it is possible to isolate marginal costs, it is possible
to compute the effects of particular policy decisions. In the present case, for
example, the direct ~ost of teachers was not included, since no additional expense
for teachers’ salaries was experienced. Additional costs for teacher aides, special
training of teachers and teaching supplies were, however, included.

Projections of this kind can also be made for the entire system if needs be. The
point is simply that such total scope is often not necessary in making and currying

. out individual operational decisions,

The structure of this model reflects the nature and availability of the irformation
needed to apply it. Data on educational policies and costs for the BTTP came

- from conventional sources: published documeénts, both of the Ministry of educa-
tion and of the Project; examination of unpublished records; and interviews

with participants. The primary problem was in obtaining a balanced and coherent

~collection of data compatible with the needs of the model. This ultimately involved
_using all available sources and in some instances a considerable amount of

approximation. _ _
Information directly related to the experience with team teaching was used

- when available. Other information from the schools in the pilot project was used

as a next best choice. Failing these, national averages were relied upon. From

151



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Educational cost analysis in action: case studies for planners

this practical experience, two lessons are clear to the technician in his role of
service to the executive. First is the necessity for making extensive approximations
for the sake of getting the job done. Second is the need to check, confirm and
revise these approximations and their results.

Because of limitations of data and because of the need for making projections
of cost quickly and inexpensively, certain technical refinements have not been
included. In the first place, no changes of price structure or of exchange rates
were taken into account because of uncertainty about their nature and the virtual
impossibility of anticipating them. Their importance is somewhat diminished by
the fact that uncertainties of the economic and financial future will tend to affect
the expenditures of the governmex‘}t,gs-wa’whole. Hence the projections given here
are more stable if looked at in termis of their relation to total government expenses,
rather than in pure monetary terms. Some kinds of changes, such as the income
of teachers relative to other workers, will be important but can only be taken
into account by frequent revision of plans and budgets.

Depreciation of facilities, discounting of future expenditures and subdivision
of expenditure by type were also ignored. These might be added at a later time,
though at some expense of effort and computation.

We consider that our experience with regard to data, accuracy and approxima-
tions was & typical one. We are by no means uncritical of any inadequacies we
found in data availability. '

3. Implications of the example case

Unit costs for the example, input quantities, costs of each input and their resultant
cosis are shown in Table 5. It will be recalled here that by ‘resultant cost’ is
meant cost of the item itself plus cost of all those items whose existence derives
from it. The resultant cost of the project as a whole is therefore the total cost of
the team teaching activity for the first academic year of extension beyond the
pilot stage.

It is interesting that the computation of costs can be, and is, carried out without
reference to.the ‘teaming’ part of team teaching. Teams are never specifically
taken into account in the model except as a means to determine the number of
pupils affected in the first year of teaming. Otherwise, all inputs could be defined
and exist independent of teaming. This implies two things. Firstly, that the
organizational aspects of team teaching do not cost anything. Secondly, that the
material and human outputs need not relate to teaming per se. This is consistent
with the fact that many activities at present associated with team teaching, e.g.
special field supervision and curriculum development workshops could, and
probably eventually will, be taken into the general operation of the educational
system.

4. The need to compute changes in cost

Estimates of cost of one year’s additional operation, as given above, are inform-
ative, but decisions often require additional information about costs along the
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C = item cost

Input! Q = quantity? U = unit cost QU) Resultant® cost
PRJ 1 4 000 4 000 83 573
SCi1 5 — — 31025
SC2 — — — —
SC3 5 — — 18 300
SC4 — — — —
TMS 25 — — —
PPL 3950 — — 2 449
WK1 1 800 800 7260
WK2 . 1 400 400 3980
SP1 1 10 065 10 065 13 003
SP2 1.33 8 738 11 651 13 6094
SP3 1.67 2938 4 890 4 890
. TN1. 2 (trips) 600 1200 1200
TN2 12 (weeks) 400 4 800 4 800
CNI1 240 (consuit.-days) 17.50 4200 4 200
CN2 2 (trips) 700 1400 1400
CN3 15 (consult.-days) 210 3150 3150
SS1 10 —_ — —
$82 20 — — —
SS3 24 — — —
S84 22 — — —
SS5 36 — — —
ST1 25 — — —
ST2 102 —_ — —
ST3 10 1627 16 270 16 270
SWi 15 (person-days) 30 450 450
Sw2 1 200 (partic.-days) 0.70 840 840
"BDG 2000 (dollars worth) 1 2000 2000
DRI1 7 250 (doliars worth) 1 7250 7250
DR2 2 750 (dollars worth) 1 2750 2750
DR3 5000 (dollars worth) i 5000 5000
CSB 2 450 (dollars worth) 1 2450 2450
- 1. For definitions of inputs sce Table 4.
2. Quantities refer only to the example case for the year 1969/70.
3. Whereas unit and item costs include only the direct cost of the inpnt, resultant costs include also the

cost of derived inputs.
4. Excludes costs of training (TNl and TN2). since these bear a non-linear relationship to SP2. Sce

appendix.

following lines: (a) a year by year programme of costs and expenditures; (b)
comparison of the cost of the activity with that of other activities in the educational
‘system; and (c) identification of alternative actions that are available at costs
equal to one another. The key to the usefulness of this information is the ability
to provide it cheaply and quickly. It is hence important to be able to compute
readily the cost of changes in the example.
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The means for doing this are already in the cost model we have been describing.
It will be recalled from our earlier example that six mangoes were to be purchased
at six cents each, and that their consumption implied the use of two paper napkins
per mango, each napkin costing two cents each. If we wish to consider a change
in numbers of inputs and decide to buy one fewer mango (and thus two fewer
napkins), we save a total of ten cents (six cents for the mango, four cents for the
napkins). So long as unit costs do not change, mangoes may thus be added to
or deleted from our plans at a resultant cost of ten cents ecach. The best number
to include will then be a matter of judgement and of the value attributed to other
uses of the money.

A second type of decision is involved when one considers a policy change in
the number of napkins supplied with each mango. If we start with six mangoes,
the addition of one napkin per mango will cause a total additional cost of twelve
cents to the activity as a whole. The worthwhileness of such a change must be
judged on the basis of the messiness involved in using more or less napkins, as
compared with the cost of the additional napkins. Note here also that a whole
number of napkins per mango need ot be specified, but that a fractional average .
number makes good conceptual sense. :

The effect of changes in unit cost can also be computed. An increase of one
cent per unit of mangoes will add six cents to the cost of the activity. A similar
increase in unit cost of napkins creates a resultant change of twelve cents. Changes
in unit cost do not bear directly on evaluation of the activity and the policies
relating to it. They relate rather to the worthwhileness of peripheral efforts to
bring cost down, through bulk buying, bargaining with mango producers, or
by the purchase of a different kind of napkin.

Clearly other considerations become important here, such as the cost of making
the changes, and the ‘quality’ of the activity after the changes have been made.
Facility in estimating costs may clarify such issues but they must usually be resolved
in other, usua]ly subjective, terms.

5. From the example case to an example programme

In considering extension of the team teaching programme, the example described
earlier (and summarized in Tables 4 and S) has been extended through time,
specifying the addition of five new teamed schools cach year. In the first such
year there would be five new schools, plus the five schools of the pilot Team
Teaching Project. The number of teamed schools, pupils and field supervisors,
for 1965 to 1978, is shown for this plan of expansion in Table 6.

Clearly, teamed schools can be introduced at any desired speed, based-on
decisions made year by year. It is unlikely, of course, that any school once
tcamed can be quickly de-teamed. In other words, the cost-consequences of
present actions must be borne through the foreseeable future. Moreover, it
seems that the gradual introduction of a specific innovation such as team
teaching to the entire system may be a good way of upgrading the educational
system bit by bit. Making improvements across the board would probably either
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TasLE 6. An example programme for expansion of tcam teaching

Year Total Pupils " Field

schools scn sC2? sC3 SC4! teamed  supervisors®
1965/66 5 .5 — L — 13218 1
1966/67 5 —_ 5 . 2830 1
1967/68 5 —_ — 5 — 3270 i
- 1968/69 5 — — 5 — 32707, 3
1969/70 10 5 — 5 — 3950 1.3
1970/71 15 5 5 — 5 6750 1.8
1971/72 20 5 5 5 5 16 000 2.1
1972/73 25 5 5 10 5 13250 2.4
1973/74 30 5 5 15 5 16 500 2.8
1974/75 35 5 5 15 10 19 750 3.0
1975/76 40 5 5 15 15 23000 33

1976/77 45 5 5 15 20 2250 3.58
1977/78 . 50 5 5 is 25 29 500 35

1. Schools in first ycar of teaming.
2. Schools in second year of teaming.
. 3. Schools in third to fifth ycars of teaming.
4. Schools in sixth and subscquent years of teaming.
5. Fur 1965-68 the Hasvard resident consultant is used for this figure. In 1968/69 the Lxuutnc seeretary
is presumed to devote .3 of his time to field supervision.
6. This is an average of 765 first term and 1,967 second term.
7. Taken as equal to 1967/68 figure.
8, This is the maximum number of field supervisors under the cxample case used for these caleulations

be too expensive or would entail such minor improvements as to be negligible.
Whatever path of improvement Barbados might eventually follow, whether it

_includes team teaching or not, this plan of introduction by small groups of school-
has much to recommend it.

This plan of expansion is based on an imaginary set of policies, wlnch are
nevertheless realistic. But the essential point is that alternative policies could
easily and quickly be incorporated into a revised plan of expansion.

Table 7 traces the additional monetary cost of team teaching in Barbados from
the introduction of the pilot Team Teaching Project in 1965 until 1978. The figures
for 1965 to 1967 are historical costs of the pilot project. Those for 1968 represent
_the budget for that year. The figures for subsequent years are based on the example

-defined in Tables 4, 5 and 6. For 1908-70, the quantities given by functional
category in Table 7 are shown in detail in Table 5. For subsequent years, Table 7
‘is derived from the quantities a=d policies set forth in Tables 4 and 6.

Of the seven functional categories, expenditures on two (Executive secretary
"and in-service training) are constant through the years because they depend solely
.on the existence of the Project. Two more (field supervisors and teachers’ aides)
.depend on the number of schools teamed, as given in Table 6. Training in the
United States is dependent upon the number of new field supervisors being taken

" on, and is therefore quite irregular through time. Buildings, etc., depend in a
more complex way on the number of schools and the number of pupils. Finally,
the figure for contingencies is set arbitrarily at EC$ 4,000 annually. The details
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of these calculations are somewhat involved and would be out of place here.

They all follow directly, howewer, from the specifications in Tables 4 and 6, and

from the model for computing cost presented earlier. E
A few implications of the proposed plan for continuation are summarized

below (figures are in EC dollars).

1. 1f five new schools are teamed each year, about 60 per cent of primary- Icvel
pupils will be teamed by 1978 and all by about 1990. The number of teained
pupils would increase from about 3,300 in 1968 to about 30,000 in 1978.

2. Between 1968 and 1978, costs per pupil {i.e. the extra cost per pupil of using

team teaching) will have been sharply reduced, from $27 to $7, due maiiay

to savings in overhead costs such as field supervision, overseas training and

other ‘starting-up” costs, which become proportinnately less as larger numbers
.. of schools are included.

3. Over time, there would be a decrease in the proportion of costs allocated to
field supervision and training in the United States, from about 55 per cent o
about 17 per cent. There would be a corresponding shift to materials and teacher
aides (18 per cent in 1965-67, 70 per cent by 1978).

4. Costs per pupil teamed would drop from about $21 in 1969/70 to less than
$8 in 1976/77.

5. Total operating costs of team teaching were approximately $90,000 in 1968,
with five schools teamed. With fifiy schools teamed by 1978, annual costs
would then be about $220,000.

It is interesting to note the variability among historical figures as contrasted with

the regularity of the projections. The historical figures display the variations that

are characteristic of reality, often masking whatever .egularity there might be
underlying the long-run trends. The projections, however, represent not what
really will happen, but the trends around which actual experience will fluctuate.

They thus are a guess and a guideline for the future. The fluctuations about them

cannot be predicted, though to some extent their magnitude might be estimated.

6. Comparison with other costs of operation

Comparison of the costs of team teaching with normal costs of operation is
shown in Table 8, comparing total primary-level expenditure and per-pupil
expenditure in teamed and unteamed schools. In the first case a very gradual
percentage rise (less than half a per cent annually) covers the additional cost
of teaming after the first year. The initial cost {1969/70) would be about two per
cent of totai expenditures on primary-level education. Since it is not possible to
take into account future changes in prices, foreign exchange, educational policy
or availability of personnel, the comparisons, therefore, cannot be taken fully
at face value but rather as an estimi.ted trend in terms of general magnitudes of
expenditure.
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TasLE 8. Comparison of tecam ieaching costs with normal operating expenditure (in ECS)

Pereentage Per-pupil Per eent of

Total cost® of present cost of present

Pupils’ of example  primary-level? example per-pupilt

Year teamed programme expenditure progran.me expenditure
1969/70 3950 83 570 2.1 21.15 21.0
1970/71 6750 96 440 24 14.20 14.1
1971/72 10 000 117 740 2.95 11.70 1.6

1972/73 13250 133 040 3.35 10.05 9.95
1973/74 16 500 151 340 3.8 9.20 9.1

1974/75 19 750 168 790 4.25 8.55 8.45
1975/76 23 000 189 240 4.75 8.20 8.1

1976/77 26 250 203 690 5.1 1.75 7.65
1977/78 29 500 218 590 5.5 7.45 7.35

1. See Table 6 for details.

2, See Table 7 for breakdown by funetional eategory.

3. *Primary level’ ineludes juniors and  primary departments of all-age schools. The primary level-
expenditure used here is based on the ECS 101 per pupil given in note 4 below, times primary level
enrolment. The resulting total is ECS 3,975,000 per year. .

4. Per-pupil expenditure is based on 1966/67 estimates of expenditure (reeurrent and  non-reeurrent) for
primary, comprehensive and all-age schools. Expenditures for capital and for general administration are
not included. The result is ECS 101 per pupil. based on data from the Barbados, Digest of Educational
Statistics 1966-67 (corrected version), Tables F-2, P-1,

7. Comparison among alternative programmes

There is another way in which inexpensive computation of the cost of programme
changes is of possible use to decision-making. That is in the comparison of pro-
gramme alternatives that could be carried out at equal or equivalent cost. The
idea is to recognize a set of such equivalent programmes, so that a choice can be
made among them. As an example, some pairs of equivalent modifications are
shown in Table 9. These are partial and illustrative only and refer only to the first
year of continuation of the team teaching activity. They are given to suggest
possible uses for information on costs rather than to suggest particular proposals.
Table 9 must not be taken to attribute to these comparisons a preference for any
particular type of input. That is a question not for cost analysis, but for the other,
more subjective, side of the evaluation process.

It should be emphasized that personnel, particularly trained personnel in the
schools, are the key factor in improving the quality of instruction. Under any
circumstances, but particularly given their short supply (as is the case in Barbados),
their efficient utilization is of utmost importance. 1t is important to design the
environment in which they work in such a way as to make the best use of their
skills. This environment can be considered in three parts: (1) Human—the
persons with whom the head teachers and trained teachers work and whose
work supports and amplifies the effect of their efforts; (2) Physical—including
the buildings, equipment, materials, books and supplies that aid the teachers’
work ; and (3) Organizational—in terms both of method and of administration,
providing the continuity of structure within which teachers work. Human,
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TaBLE 9. Some example alternatives at equal cost (approximate figures for first year of operation
of the Example Programme)

A oue-week workshop is roughly equivalent in cost to:

Reduction of supervision load from five to four new schools per supervisor;
or $400 in cquipment and supplies for each of ten schools;
or one additional trained teacher (year’s salary) for the Project as a whole.

One week's visit by an overseas consultant is roughly equivalent in cost to:
An additional teacher aide for the project as a whole;

or $175 additional in equipment and supplies for cach of ten schools
or an additional 30.45 per pupil for materials.

For each 1,000 pupils, to replace one trained teacher by one acting teacher is roughly equivalent
in cost to:

Five additional teacher aides for the project;

or $850 additional in equipment and supplies for each of ten schools;
or two additional one-week workshops;

or three six-weck training trips to the United States;

or some combination of the above.

One six~week training trip to the United States is roughly cquivalent in cost to:

Reduction of supervision load from five to slightly more than four new schools per
field supervisor;

or two additional teacher aides for the project;
or $300 in equipment and supplies for cach of ten schools;
9w one eleven-day visit by an overseas consultant,

VOTE  The above are examples only, to give an iden of the alternatives available al equal cost. Choice
among them (or others) is a matter for deeision based on cost figures in conjunction with other
forms of evaluation.

shysical and organizational inputs should be provided in a balanced mix. The

:quivalencies suggested by Table 9 illustrate one simple tool for comparing

-ilternative combinations of inputs which contribute to finding the combination

hat provides most benefit within available resources.

V. Past and potential uses of cost projections

{he analysis of costs described here was carried out without attempting to measure
he benefits arising from the objects of those costs. Measurement of the Project’s
senefits is an integral part of the design of the BTTP, both through qualitative
neasures and objective tests. These are outside the scope of this paper, and as yet
acomplete. ' :
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" In fact, there are certain advantages to carrying out cost projections without
direct reference to the results they imply. If the method of projecting cost is
flexibly and cheaply enough done, it can serve well by repeatedly and quickly
answering questions of the form ‘What would be the likely consequences in
terms of cost if we did this instead of that?’ It is a tool of this kind we are aiming
at here. . :

A second advantage of projecting costs independently is that this projection
then nced not wait for the results of other kinds of evaluation. In presenting this
analysis we were careful to avoid expressing value judgements, but it is inevitable
that such judgements creep in. In the first place, the very selection of some com-
ponents for emphasis over others indicates judgemefts of value. Secondly, in
carrying out detailed work, certain conclusions inevitably emerged.

" In the introduction of team teaching to a set of pilot schools, certain expend-
itures appear to have had more impact than others, when viewed with respect
to their cost. Those that particularly caught our attention are:

1. The appointment of one particularly able teacher as a ‘reading consultant’.
This has included providing her with specialized iraining during a six-week
course in the United States and then releasing her part of the time to visit the
several schools of the pilot project for the purpose of observing and giving
advice upon instruction in reading. This has the advantage of developing local -
personnel, beth through training of this reading consultant and in using her
skills as 4 sumulus to the improvement of other teachers. '

2. The hiring of a ‘teacher aide’ for each of the pilot schools. These aides are
paid a fraction of the salary of a trained teacher and release trained and
experienced stafl from routine and mechanical duties. The results appear to’
be an improvement in effectiveness and morale of the teaching staff.

3. In-service training, in the form of workshops held for teachers twice a year.
These at first involved teachers from the pilot schools of the Team Teaching

" Project, but now seem well established as a means of giving additional training’

to a more general group of Barbadian teachers. The workshops provide: direct

training; experience in supervision and curriculum design for those who plan
and operate the workshops; and intercommunication of ideas among the
participants. _

The above are some of the ‘best buys’ identified through experience in the

BTTP and subsequent analysis of its costs. The analysis used in picking out these

activities for emphasis is admittedly incomplete. [t justifies itself in that evaluation

at all degrees of completeness is useful. It is important, of course, that preliminary
judgements such as these be supported through fuller analysis when and as possible.

Extension beyond team teaching

The results of the cost projections in this paper as they were devised for use witt
the Barbados Team Teaching Project and their possible use have been sharec
with the personnel of the project and with officials of the Barbadian Ministry o
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education. It is, however, too early to know the type or extent of their effect.

Interest was expressed in the potential of methods of this kind as an aid to
planning, decision ‘and action in operations beyond that of the team teaching
application. The following summarizes our coaception of this potential.

if costs are to serve a useful role in aiding executive action in planning, decision
and implementation, the information they provide must be relevant to that action;
suitably accurate; and economical of use.

Relevance is a matter that relates to individual cases and can hardly be discussed
in a general way. Suffice it to say that whenever the use of cost projections, by these
or other means, offers better results, this criterion is satisfied.

The second criterion, accuracy, is again closely related to individual cases. The
modc! as developed so far depends on the activity being made up of simple and
clearly defined parts and on simple relationships among those parts. Extensions
beyond these limits are technically possible. The nature and cost of these extensions
hce not been investigated in detail, though it seems certain that some such
extensions would be worth the effort.

With regard to the economy of using the model proposed here, we can speak

.only fror the limited experience of the team teaching example. Once the model

had beer devised and the activity defined, the computation of the first year’s
projections required about two hours using an adding machine and slide rule.
Another two hours served to extend thc projections to 1978. The expenditures
in time to make calculations of this sort are thus not great. A skilled clerk would
be capable of doing this work and it would take about two weeks to train him.

Appropriate definition of the programme to be costed is another matter. It

. requires considerable care and time to identify the different components of activity

and specify the linkages between them that correspond to policy statements. It
is not possible to estimate the time needed for such an effort, since it would vary’
greatly from case to case. The time expended in this work is likely to be measured

'in days and it should involve at least one person with considerable knowledge

and experience of the programme to be costed. This investment of time is more
justifiable if the resulting description of the programme is to receive considerable
use. ‘

The criterion of economy of use is the one in which we are least convinced of
success. There is a tendency on the nart of administrators to leave computations
of this sort to technicians. This is appropriate so long as communication between
the two is sufficient for the administrator to make full use of the technician.
The advantage of the model proposed here is that the technical principles are not
very esoteric and the policy relationships are made very explicit. Consequently,

- the implications of policy alternatives are very quickly accessible to administrators

who are willing to utilize the technician’s skills for this purpose.
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VI. Final c~omments and summary

The intention throughout this paper has been to show how analysis and projection
of costs can aid educational planning and decision-making. We have suggested
various ways in which such a cost analysis can be employed, particularly in
projecting the marginal costs of a well defined activity added to normal operation.
Some practical guidelines for such activities have been presented as well, along
with examples of their application. Aithough these comments are made with
reiation to a particular programme, they are intended to be valid over a range of
contexts. Throughout, we have tried to show how information about cost can be
used as an integral tool for planning, as an aid to decision and as a prerequisite
to implementation.

The remarks which follow are addressed not so much to the technical substance
but to the uses of cost projections and the steps which are needed to put the
technical steps into use.

Costs are considered here in the context of a ‘planning-implementation’ process,
which includes planning, decision, implementation and confirmation of resuits.

Costs are a natural part of the description of most activities. They provide one
way to test the feasibility of a plan and to provide confirmation of whether inten-
tions have been carried out. Also, information about costs can be of use in evalua-
tion of choices- among alternative courses of action.

Many decisions and many. costs are best conceived as marginal, that is, as
adjustments to an already existing situation.

Any projection of the costs for a real situation will involve approximations.
Care must be taken that these lie within acceptable bounds. In general they
must be compatible with the required accuracy of the ultimate results and with
the accuracy of the other contributors to those results.

Within the limitations implied above, the steps needed to prepare an estimate
of the costs of an activity are:

1. Identify the actxvxty for which costs are to be determined, being specxﬁc as
to what is and is not included in it.

2. Identify the measurable components which are included in or implied by the
activily, taking care to state clearly the units in which they are to be measured.

3. Identify the relationships (*policies’) that obtain among the quantities of items
included in the activity.

4. Confirm that this structure of quantities and policies is an adequate representa-

tion of the activity ior intended purposes; and the range of conditions for which

this representation holds.

Determine the unit costs of the individual things that make up the activity.

6. Compute the costs of the individual parts of the activity and of the activity
as a whole. :

7. Confirm that these results are reasonable and acceptable. Otherwise discard
or adjust them.

8. Compute variations as needed to compare alternatives; extend the prOJectlons
through time; and otherwise produce information useful to making decisions.

w
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The present analysis and projection of costs was intentionally carried out without
attempting to measure the benefits arising from the objects of those costs. Pro-
jection of costs unattached to explicit measurement of results has the advantages
that it can then be treated as a separate tool and that its use with other components
of decision can come at a later stage.

If costs are to serve a useful role in aiding executive action in planning, decision
and implementation, the information they provide must be relevant to that action,
must be suitably accurate, inexpensive in relation to its worth and sufficiently
easy to use, and interpretation must be accessible to those who make and carry
out decisions.

If the tool is to be of general use it must relate not just to one specific situation
but be adaptable for a considerable range of circumstances. It has been our
intention to develop, describe and illustrate the projection of costs with that
in mind.
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Appendix
Technical description of the model

A somewhat more concentrated technical description of the model developed in the earlier
part of the paper is now given. '

The quantities to which costs are related will be represented by the letter Q. The name
of the item being quantified will sometimes be identified by a three-letter abbreviation
suggestive of its name, as SCL for school and PPL for pupils. When more than one-
type of an item is being considered, the last letter of the abbreviation is replaced by a
number, so that SCL represents schools in general and SC1 and SC2 represent two
different types of schools. A number of pupils can thus be represented as Q (PPL),
for example, and numbers of schools as Q (SC1) and Q (SC2). Care must be taken to
make these abbreviations unique so that they completely and unambiguously represent
the quantities that are of interest. Table 4 lists the quantitics and codes that have been
used in estimating and projecting the costs of team. teaching.

For the purposes of abstract discussion, it will sometimes be useful to identify quantities
by subscripts, so we will occasionally speak of Q,, Q,, etc., to mean quantities of different
things. In each case the intention should be clear from the context.

Quantities of inputs will be related to onc another by coefficients or ‘policies’, denoted
by the letter P. These ‘policy’ coefficients define linear rclationships among quantities.
They can refiect either administratively-determined policies or conditions existing in the
school system, such as teacher/pupil ratios. The coefficients relating teachers to pupils
would be represented by P(SSC/PPL), where SSC is the code for school staff. Numbers
of teachers would be derived as follows: Q(SSC) = P(SSC/PPL) Q(PPL), c.g. 18 teachers
= 0.3 teachers per student x 600 students.

For discussion in the abstract we will often represent a policy relating input b to input
a by P,. Then we will write: Q, = P., N,.

A quaniity may be derived from more than one source. For example school staff
may be required not only for teaching (in relation to the number of pupils), but also
for administration (in relation to the number of schools). In this case, if we are deriving
bs from both as and ¢s, we have Q, = P,; Q, -+ P, Q.. If we want to denote only those
bs derived from as, we write Q.

A complete set of policy coefficients is in cffect the definition of the activity under
consideration. The set of all policies P,, converts a prescribed set of independent inputs
to a complete list of the quantities of all the inputs to the activity. The mechanics of
computing the consequences of this definition can be described in terms of matrices,
or in terms of a ‘tree’, which zranches from input to input, so long as the existence of
any input implies yet another. The matrix approach is a better way to deal with large
numbers of inputs and policies, and particularly for automatic computation. On the
other hand, the tree provides a clearer visual representation and helps to ensure that
the description is complete, consistent and not redundant in terms of derived inputs.
It is better suited to a relatively simple situation like the Barbados Team Teaching
Project and will be used in the description and examples given below.

Inputs and corresponding policy coefficients can be aggregated or disaggregated
according to the nature of the activity, the information and time available and the
detail required.
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Once a full set of input quantities has been identified, the resulting costs can in general
be computed quite readily. This requires having in hand a set of unit costs, one for each
of the anticipated inputs. These unit costs will be denoted here by U, or, for example,
by U(SS1). Only the direct cost of the input itself being considered is included in U,,.
Not included are the costs of other inputs deriving from it. In other words, we are talking
about the cost of mangocs without including the cost of napkins,

Clearly, correct definitior: of unit costs can be tricky. Some inputs have zero unit
costs, as for example U(PPL) = 0. Other inputs, like consumables, often cannot be
dealt with in detail. Their units can be defined in aggregate terms as ‘dollars worths’
(as was indeed done in practice in the original budgets of the Team Teaching Project).

The unit cost (U,) of an input times its quantity (Q,) gives what we refer to as the
item cost C, for that input. Item costs can be combined to give a projection of cost by
year and by objcct of expenditure.

Computation of variations in cost

Cost variations can be computed on the basis of changes in P,,, Q, and U,. The effect

‘of changes will be computed with the aid of a new quantity, resultant cost. which includes

not only the direct cost of a given item but also the costs of items implied by it. As before,
we can distinguish unit resultant costs and item resultant costs. The restltant cost of
the itemm *mangoes’ includes the cost of six mangoes and twelve napkins. The unit resultant
cost is the cost of gne mango and two napkins, assuming a policy of two napkins per
mango. : .

Table 5 gives a list or inputs, showing unit and item costs and resultant costs for the
example discussed in the body of the paper. Resultant unit and item costs can be defined
more formally as follows:

Item resultant cost T, is the item cost of the quantity Q, plus the item costs of all
those quantities deriving from Q,. Thus T, = C, + %_‘, T Where the summation is

taken over all those inputs which derive in the tree directly from Q,. These in turn
may imply other inputs, but the definition of Ty, is such as to take that into account.
For inputs at the extremities of the tree, i.e. at the tips of the smallest branches, the
item resultant costs are identical with the item costs, that is T, = C, = Q.U,, where
Q. is an input quantity from which no further inputs are derived. Unit resultant cost,
R,, is analogous to T,, except that it refers to unit costs (e.g. the total direct and indirect
costs of a single workshop) as opposed to itemn costs (e.g. the total annual cost of all
workshops). Unit resultant cost, R, is therefore equal to the irem cost T, divided by
Q.. Thus we have T, = Q,R, = Q,U, + 55‘, Q(aypR (a)p- Hence (dividing throughout

by Q) R, =U, + %V_“ P.s Ry It shiould be noted that P, is, by definition, Q,;,Q,.

It is clear in the above that each branch of the tree must be accounted for separately
and that no aggregation of like inputs should be made while resultant costs are being
computed. : '

Once the unit resultant costs associated with each input quantity are computed, the

_effect of changes in policies or in unit costs can be computed by considering those

branches affected by the change. The mechanics of computing these changes in cost differs
according to whether one or more than one change in governing conditions is being
considered.
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When the change in cost is the result of only one change in the situation giving rise
.0 itfthe change (AT,} in item resultant cost will take one of the ivllowing forms:
1. As the result of a change AU, in unit cost:

AT, = Q, AU,

e.g. if we buy six mangoes (Q, = 6), and they increase in price one cent each (AU, == 1),
then AT, = 6 cents.

2. As the result of a change AQ, in quantity of the item to which Ta relates:
AT, = R, AQ, = U, AQ, + AQ, ; PReue

e.g. if we buy nine mangoes instead of six (AQ = 3} and each mango requires two napkins
(input b) at two cents each, then AT, = 30 cents, including the cost of both extra mangoes
(U, AQ, = 6 x 3) and extra napkins (AQ,P,, Riy= 3 » 2 x 2).
3. As the result of a change AP,, in a policy which arises from the item:

ATn = QaR(a)h Apﬂb

" e.g. if we decide to have only one napkin per mango (AP,, = — 1) instead of two, we

have AT, = — 12 cents (plus messy hands, which is a subjective output that cannot
be measured quantitatively). _
4. As the result of a change ARy, in the unit resultant cost of an jtem deriving from -
the given item:

AT, = Q.P, AR(a)b
e.g. if the resultant cost of napkins goes up from two to four cents (AR, = 2) then
AT, = 24 cents. Hence the change in total cost can readily be computed in each of the
above cases. Unit resultant costs are a convenient tool here. They need be computed
only once, and can thenceforth serve in the evaluation of any change.

When more than one change in policy, quantity, or unit cost is to ‘be considered,
the mechanics of computation become -somewhat more involved. There are many ways.
to do such computations, all equally valid so long as they account for each change once
and only ornce. The ‘method given below is one that is defined clearly in terms of the
model developed here.

Given that a set of changes in policy, quantity, or unit cost are to be assessed in terms
of their effect on total cost, all inputs which are affected by these changes must be taken
into account. This can be done by identifying ali inputs that are directly affected by the
changes and all those which lie between them. Then, starting with those nearest the
‘tips’ of the branches of the tree, changes AR in unit resultant cost are computed at
intervening points until the affected input closest to the *trunk’ is reached. At this point
the change AT in item resultant cost is computed. This is the total change in cost which
is sought. This process allows all changes in cost to filter down and affect the final change
AT.

Thus unambiguous formulae for computing changes AR and AT are needed. These -
are given below. Since

) T, + AT, = (Q, -+ AQ, (R, + ARa)
it follows that
@) AT, = (Q, + AQ,) AR, + R,AQ,.

Similarly, since
(3) Ra + ARa = (Ua + AUa) + Z (Pab + APab) (R(a)b + AR(a)b)
b

it follows that ) ,
@ AR, = AU, + ¥ P,y AR, + Y Ry AP,y + 3, AP, AR,
b b b
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An all-purpose equation can thus be obtained by substituting (4) into (2) as follows:
(5) ATa = (Qa + AQ(I) [AUa + % Pab AR(a)b + %“ R(a)b _APab + % APab AR(")b] —{“

[Ua + %: Pah R(a)b] AQa‘

These equations look complicated, but in most practical cases all but one of the com-
ponent changes AU,, AP, AR(a)b and AQ, will be zero. The above expressions will
thereby simplify consxderably in practice.

The effects of changes are thus propagated through the tree by means of the changes
AR, so that the above formulae applied the proper number of times in the appropriate
places will do the job. The rest is accountancy.

Treatment of non-linearities

In the body of this paper we dealt with procedures for computing the inputs to an
educational activity and their resulting costs. In that discussion it was assumed that
the relationships between the several inputs to the activity were linear. These relationships
were described in terms of ‘policy coefficients’ or ‘policies’.

The property of linearity is of considerable convenience in computing changes in
cost or in maximizing an objective function subject to constraints. For simply computing

~quantities of inputs and Icvels of cost in individual cases, however, non-linearities can

be introduced with relative ease. This can be done in three ways.

Firstly, we can aggregate or disaggregate costs of input ‘packages’ according to where
we wish to focus attention. The important thing about disaggregation is that it permits
us to introduce different policy coefficients to input packages that are similar but are
used under different circumstances. For example, inputs like schools, worksheps and
consultants have been disaggregated in our example case into more expensive and less

. expensive types {e.g. newly teamed schools require more supervision than expericnced

schools; local consultants cost less than foreign ones). A shift to cheaper types of inputs
over time will result in a change in the average value of policy coefficients from year to
year. The structure of the policy trce would remzin the same, but the cheaper elements
would gradually become a higher proportion of the total. Such shifts may reflect a
‘natural’ process such as the accumulation of skills in the schools, or they may reflect
a definite policy, such as the replacement of foreign with local staff. The shift may be
predictable and systematically built into a long-range programme, or it may be written
into each year’s programme as a result of ad hoc decisions.

A second way of treating non-linearities is illustrated by the handling of field super-
visors in our example, The policy was defined as follows: one field supervisor per twenty
schools up to the level of one fill supervisor and one and only one such supervisor sub-
sequently, Here the ependence changes from number of schools (SC4) to number of
projects (PRJY), so th:ut the pelicy is represented as: .

P(SP2/*) =: P(SP2/SC4) = .05, Q(SC4) <
= P(SP/PRJ) =1, Q(SC4) > 20
where the asterisk implies a change in the structure of the model. In the example pro-
gramme (Table 6) this happens in 1977. The relationships defining the programme are
linear except at the point Q(SC4) = 20. At this point another linear rolationship is
substituted, subject as always to future poliey revisions.
A third forin of non-linearity found in the example is that arising from ‘lumpiness’

v

in inputs. In particular, it was specified that each new field supervisor would receive a
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period of training overseas. But fleld supervisors are added only occasionally as the
programme expands, or as already trained supervisors lcave. In the projections, only

_ the former instance could be included, the latter not being predictable. In making calcul-

ations, care must be taken to identify points where a new field supervisor is introduced
so that the cost of overseas training can be included. In computing changes in cost,
special care must be taken that changes, if any, in the cost of overseas training are
accounted for. This is not done automatically by the procedures outlined earlier, which
apply only for conditions where the relationships among inputs are linear.

The above cases suggest a general approach to treatment of variable policy coefficients.
For ranges of values of inputs where all relationships are linear, the methods already
described are valid. Where linearity does not hold, costs themselves can be computed
as long as the relationships among inputs are known, but changes in cost cannot be
computed according to the formulie given in this paper. A full re-computation of cost is
needed for each set of conditions.

If non-linearities can be restricted to a smail number of instances, and the policies
expressed in linear form elsewhere (i.e. if piecewise linear approximations to policies are
acceptable}, the methods suggested earlier will hold true at all but an isolated number
of points. Special care must then be taken only when passing from one area of linear
relationships to another. This was done, in efiect, in two examples discussed above.
In the case of field supervisors a continuous piecewise linear function of two parts is
used. In the case of training, the function is also piecewise linear, but discontinuous.

In general, by allowing both continuous and discontinuous piecewise linear functions
a wide range of non-linear relationships can be approximated. The computational tricks
required at points of discontinuity do not seem likely to pose insuperable problems.

It must be remembered, however, that whatever specific procedures of computation
are used policy coefficients should be subject to constant review and revision over time.
It is better to draw attention to lack of foreknowledge than to give the falsely coni-
fortable picture that mformatlon is valid over a long period without further need for
verification or intervention.
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Introduction

A. The educational system

The structure of the educational system in Poland is as follows:

1. Primary education. This is compulsory from ages 7 to 14, and the enrolment
rate is approximately 100 per cent.

2. Secondary education. This covers general, vocational and technical education
and is organized in four main types of institutions: (1} high schools for general
instruction (four vears); (2) technical schools or high schools for vocational and
professional training (four to five years); (3) vocational training schools (three
years) leading to evening technical schools and high schools for professional
training; (4) preparatory agricultural schools (two years) leading to agricultural
schools (three years). The high schools for professional training played an
important role in training teachers for primary schools, but they are now being
phased out and after 1970 no more teachers will come out of this type of institu-
tion. The enrolment rate in all types of secondary institutions for the age group
14 to 17 years in 1967/68 was 81 per cent.

3. Higher education. Institutions of higher education include universities, poly-
technics, medical and other schools, and te :cher-training colleges. There is a
strong emphasis on-higher technical education, which accounts for one-third
of the tofal higher-education enrolment. Students in mathematics and natural
science subjects form 6.5 per cent of the total student enrolment. In 1964 there
were 231,000 students enrolled in institutions of higher education.

The expansion of the Polish educational system has been particularly noticeable

during the last ten years, and as a result of the increasing need for more teachers

the authorities have been forced to recruit those who would normally not reach
the minimum accepted standard. Current expenditure on education increased
from 8,100 million zloty in 1955 to 25,200 million zloty in 1967.1 Capital costs
amounted to over 4,200 million zloty in 1967 (at 1961 prices). Primary education
accounted for 35 per cent of total current expenditure in 1967, secondary education
for 36 per cent, higher education for 17.4 per cent, and maintenance of buildings
for 11.6 per cent of the total. In 1955, 4.5 per cent of the net national product was

. spent on education, and in 1967 this figure had increased to 5.5 per cent. Private

education plays a very minor role ir. the Polish education system.

B. Teacher training

- . After the Second World War, and up to 1955, the training of primary-school
teachers was the concern of the teacher-training schools at the secondary-school
level. The intake was from primary-school graduates and these were given a five-

1. 1969, 24 zloty = 31 US.
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year course leading to a diploma equivalent to the French bacecalanréar (total of
eight plus five years of education).

From 1954 onwards, in order to upgrade the level of qualification of the teaching
force and to accelerate their production, new teacher-training schools of two years’
duration called studiow nauczycielskich (SN) were introduced. These schools re-
cruited students who had completed four years of secondary general education

‘in secondary schools. Graduates from the SN schools thus had a total of fourteen

years of training (eight plus four plus two). This means tha* primary-school
teachers at this time were trained either in the teacher-training schools or through
the SN schools. Those trained in the teacher-training schools were later considered
as not being sufficiently qualified to teach in the new eight-year compulsory system,
and in 1965 recruitment in these schools was discontinued; therefore the last
group of teachers trained in these schools qualified in 1970. The number of teachers
trained under this system who are upgraded to the SN schools through evening

courses or special seminars (in summer and winter sessions) is increasing consider- |

ably.

Secondary-school teachers are trained either in universities or in teacher-training
colleges—wyzsze szkoly pedagogiczne (WSP)—for five years after completing gene-
ral secondary education. From 1952/53 until 1967, 13,500 teachers graduated from
the universities while the WSP colleges prociuced 9,500 teachers. In addition, the
WSP colleges organized upgrading courses for teachers; about 5,600 teachers have
been upgraded in this way through evening or speciil courses. For further details
of the output of all teacher-training institutions sce the appendix.

C. Focus of the case study

By 1966 it had become increasingly evident that in order to improve both the
efficiency and the quality of primary education in Poland it would be necessary
to raise the level of professional training of the primary-school teachers. It was
agreed that a fermula of training must be found which would give the teachers
a higher minimum level of education. Some members of the Educational planning
board suggested that teachers should be trained through universities (four or five
years after secondary education); others suggested the creation of a new type of
teacher-training college, the wyiszych szkol nauczycielskich (WSN), where the
course would last three years after secondary. The choice of one or the other
formula had obviously to be related to pedagogical, political, economic, etc.,
factors. _ :

In 1967 and 1968 several groups of experts studied the various aspects of
improving the level of qualification of the teaching force in Poland. A study was
made of the cost of the existing teacher-training system and the cost of introducing
an improved system which by producing more and/or better qualified teachers
would raise the quality of elementary education. Essentially the alternatives were
(i) improving the quality of the teachers already in service; (ii) improving the
quality of new teachers; (iii) a combination of (i} and (ii).
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" The purpose of this paper is to summarize the results of this study and to analyse
the different patterns of teacher training presented to the government.

I. Cost analysis of the present teacher-training system

A. Definition

The concept of ‘institution cost’ has been used. This covers the following: (a)
expenditure financed by the schools’ budget; (b) expenditure financed by the
youth health service budget; e.g. medical and health services, dental service;
(c) costs subsidized by grants received from parents’ associations and direct costs
supported by families, such as the purchase of books, sports clothes, overalls,
transportation to and from school; (d) other costs supported by various gifts and
grants. '

Consequently, ‘institution costs’ cover a much wider range of expenditures
than ‘tuirion costs’. This means that, in principle, the institution cost is greater
than the sum of current and capital costs borne by the national budget. It does not
include, however, the cost for amortization of land or the cost of general adminis-

_tration and of common services, which ideally would both be included in the

total cost of education. The breakdown of institution costs which has been used

“in this study is the following: (a) salary cost; (b) maintenance of the school;

(c) stationery and equipment; (d) building cost; (e) social costs: this item would
not normally be included, but social costs play a determinant role in the planning
of the Polish teacher-training system, therefore no comparison between various’
alternatives would be complete without reference to them. For example, there

“would be no significance in comparing evening courses with day courses without

taking into consideration costs of transportation, grants, student aid and various
other expenditures likely to be involved.

Another item included in this study was the extra cost of upgrading teachers
from primary to secondary schrols. The cost of replacing teachers who are absent
from the school system during their upgrading course was also included. This
factor demonstrates the ne:.essity of including social costs when estimating the
total cost of various teacuer-training systems.! '

1. Though capital expenditure for building was included in the concept of ‘institution cost’,
the analysis is mainly concerned with recurrent unit costs, with no reference to capital costs.
Eg"uipment cost, however, has been included; it has been amortized over a period of ten years
and the amortization cost included in the total recurrent cost. These costs were estimated over
the period 1961-65. (IIEP) .

173



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Educational cost analysis in action: case studies for planners

B. Framework

In addition to the estimation of per-pupil unit cost, we have tried to calculate
per-graduate unit cost after taking into consideration repetition and wastage.

Cost per graduate was equal (o the per-pupil cost multiplied by the average
duration (as opposed (o the official duration) of the training course. This means
that no diflerentiation has been introduced as to the level of per-pupil unit cost
in the various grades of the teacher-training course.

Two categories of wastage have been distinguished: (i) the usual concepl of
wastage refers to those students who enter a teacher-training course and drop out
before qualifying. This has been taken into consideration in the calculation of
cost per graduate; (ii) another source of wastage is the students who actually
qualify as teachers but choose some other form of work after leaving college. This
is more often included in the concept ‘teacher wastage’ rather than ‘wastage in
the teacher-training course’. We have not included the cost of this wastage in
the estimation of the cost of alternative teacher-training programmes, for two
reasons: (a) we consider that the qualified teacher who does 1ot enter the teaching
force does in fact satisfy the manpower needs of the country in another sector
of the economy: (b) in comparing the cost of alternative teacher-training systems
there is no need to include the cost of teacher wastage unless the wastage rate
differs from one system to another.

Salary costs

This is by far the most important component of institution costs. For the
sake of simplicity, all the cost estimates have been based on the average salaries
of teachers at the WSP teacher-training colleges; in fact, the average salary per
teacher does not differ significantly from one teacher-training institution to another.
For example, the average monthly salary of a teacher in SN schools and in higher
education institutions as a whole is given in the following table.

TABLE 1. Average monthly salaries of teachers (in zloty)

All higher education

Year ) SN schools institutions
1965 . - 2999 3202
1966 : 3374 3327
1967 . 3379 3385

SOURCE  Statisticul Yearbook. 1968, pp. 421-422, Warsaw, Central Office of Statistivs.

The number ot teachers in the WSP colleges increased from 700 in 1965 to 1,000
in 1967. In the other teacher-training institutions teaching staff totalled 4,300 in
1967. 1t is not foreseen that the teacher/student ratios in lhese institutions will
change sxgmﬁcanlly
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In 1968, there were seven systems of teacher training in operation:

I. Teacher-training schools for nursery and primary teachers (five years secondary
level);

2. Day courses in the SN schools for nursery and primary teachers (four years
of secondary general education plus two years training);

3. Evening courses in the SN schools for upgrading nursery and primary teachers
(previous training in the teacher-training schools);

4. Special courses in the SN schools for upgrading nursery and primary teachers
(previous training in the teacher-training schools);

5. Day courses in the universities or the WSP colleges for secondary school
teachers (four years secondary general education plus five years training);

6. Evening courses in the WSP colleges for upgrading teachers (previous training
in the SN schools);

7. Special courses in the WSP colleges for upgrading teachers (previous training
in the SN schools). , _

- As from 1968, following the advice of the Educational planning board, an eighth

system was set up. This was a new type of teacher-training college (the WSN)

adapted from the existing SN schools. Teachers graduating from these colleges

would have four vears ol secondary education plus three years of teacher training.

C. Cost of training primary-school teachers

The average annual per-pupil cost in the teacher-training schools, the shortest
method of training, is about 7,000 zloty. The cost per graduate for a course
lasting on average 5.22 years is about 36,500 zloty. This cost and the average
number of years take into account repetition and drop-out.

In all other systems of teacher training, students are enrolled after having
completed four years of secondary education. It is therefore necessary to include
the cost per secondary school graduate in the estimation of other teacher-training
:ostsf'i_n order to have a consistent comparison. The average annual per-pupil
secondary school ccst was estimated at 2,700 zloty; the rate of wastage is very
high. The average curation of a secondary general course is four to five years,
which means that the per-graduate unit cost reaches 12,000 zloty. This amount
should be added when estimating the cost of all types of teacher-training in
Poland. .

The per-pupil cost per year in SN schools amounts to 14,000 zloty, whereas
‘he per-graduate unit cost was found to be as high as 35,000 zloty over the period
1961-65. Bearing in mind the theretical duration of the course in the SN schools .
»f only two years, the cost of wastage for each graduate is 7,000 zloty.!

In addition to day students, the SN schools recruit students for evening courses
ind special courses for in-service teachers who have graduatéd from the teacher-
raining schools.

1. 35,000 — (14,000 x 2} = 7,000 zloty.
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The per-pupil unit cost per year for an evening course in the SN schools is
3,500 zloty and the cost per graduate is about §,000 zloty. This means that the
total cost of teachers qualified through teacher-training school and upgraded
through an evening course is 44,500 zloty.

The cost of special courses has been estimated as being the same as the cost
of evening courses, but one should add an extra transport cost for those students
following the speciai course who have to pay for their travel between the schools
where they teach and the SN; the extra cost per student has been estimated to
be 1,500 zloty per graduate.

No replacement cost has been added to take into consideration the absence
of teachers attending upgrading courses, the assumption being that (i) the teachers
following these courses are not replaced and (ii) they are expected torespect the legal
number of teaching hours required from all priinary-school teachers, the upgrading
course being considered as an additional effort over and above the normal teaching
obligation. : ‘

D. Cost of training secondary-school teachers’

The normal way of training secondary-school teachers is through the universities
or WSP colleges (four years of secondary general education plus five years of
training). . '

On the basis of detailed cost studies it appears that the annual per-student unit
cost for day courses is around 20,000 zloty and the per-graduate unit cost reaches
120,000 zloty, allowing for the high rate of wastage and repetition. "

In the case of evening courses, the annual per-student unit cost amounted to’
4,600 zloty over the period 1961-65, of which 4,100 zloty was provided by the:
training institution and 500 zloty by the schools where the students are in service.’
The latter amount is the extra cost for replacing teachers on study leave. The per-,
graduate unit cost is extremely high; 30,000 zloty, which is due to the fact that’
there is a high rate of repetition and drop-out. Therefore, the total cost for a’
secondary-school teacher who has been upgraded through an evening course in
a higher education establishment is approximately 77,000 zloty.2

As 1nore special courses to upgrade in-service teachers are given in the WSP
colleges the annual per-pupil unit costs are expected to rise to 7,000 zloty, of
which 5,000 zloty are nrovided by the colleges and 2,000 zloty to cover replace-
ment, transport and ne other social costs of students. The unit cost of a
graduating student is thus expected to be 41).000 zloty. Altogether, the total cost

1. This may seem to confuse the issue, as the study was made to find the cost of raising the
quality of primary-school teachers. However it was thought that primary teachers should have
the training at present received by the secoendary-school teachers, and so the cost of:the training
of future primary teachers was based on the cost of systems of training of secondary teachers.
(11EP) '

2. 47,000 zloty for the SN school, plus 30,000 zloty for the WSP college evening courses.
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for a teacher upgraded through the spccial course in the WSP colleges is
87,000 zloty."

Table 2 gives a comparison of the average cost per graduate for various teacher-

training systems.

IL. Cost forecast of the teacher-training programme

The teacher-training programme is based on a projection of primary teacher needs
for the period 1971-75.

A. Teacher demand

The teacher demand in primary schools is estimated on the basis of the following
assumptions:

L.

That the eight years’ compulsory education is maintained up to 1975, it has
been suggested that compulsory school should be extended to nine years, but
this was rejected by the government. It was thus very easy to ¢stimate the total
enrolment on the basis of the present demographic parameter.

. That & clicht improvement in the pupil/teacher ratio would take place over

the forecasted period.

. A study by Mr. Iwanowski? of teacher wastage over the penod 1961-64 showed:

that it amounted to 95,000 teachers. Two categories of wastage were distinguish-
ed: more than 2.5 per cent® of school teachers had resigned; in addition 0.5 to
3.4 per cent of the teaching force were dismissed. In the estimation of teacher.
demand it was therefore necessary to take into account the wastage which was
likely to occur in the stock of teachers.

. The projected evolution of graduate teacher supply has to be corrected to

take into account the fact that new graduate teachers would not enter the teach-
iug force under certain circumstances; for example married women teachers wlio
could not find a position in the same locality as their husband. This sort of
wastage is very high (from 8 to 15 per cent) according to Mr. Iwanowski.

. In the estimation of teacher needs, no special reference was made 10 teachers

who were in the process of being upgraded either 1o the SN schools or to the
teacher-training college, since in both cases they should be considered as being
upgraded in service.

1. 47,000 zloty for the SN schools, plus 40,000 zloty for the WSP college special courses.
2. W. Iwanowski, Kadry Nauczycielskie (The teaching force), Warsaw, 1968. :
3, It is assumed that this figure includes those teachers who have reached retirement age

(IIEP)
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6. ™ was assumed that fewer repeaters and fewer drop-outs would improve the

supply rates to meet projected demands.
On the basis of the above set of hypotheses the aggregate total demand for teachers
over the period 1964-75, using statistics provided by the Ministry of education,
amounted to 182,000 including teachers in vocational schools, (118,000 up to
1970 and 64,000 for the period 1971-75). It is obviously necessary to take into
account the recruitment of teachers coming from the teacher-training schools
only up to 1970, as the las. intake was in 1965.

B. Costing alternative teacher-training programmes

We will examine four possible solutions to the problem of improving the quality
of primary-school education in Poland, concluding with the one which was
finally accepted by the Polish government.

The report is mainly concerned with recurrent unit costs; no capital costs have
been computed and this is a limitation to the approach adopted, since capital
costs could affect the order of magnitude of each solution and might thus lead
to different conclusions.

Another methodological problem to be consldered is related to the fact that
the unit costs used here have not been adjusted to take inio account the evolution
of price indices. In fact, the total estimates are based upon unit costs calculated
for the period 1961-65 and there is no reason to believe at the outset that the
average per-pupil cost evolution will be parallel for each system of teacher-training
envisaged.! It is with these reservations in mind that one should interpret with
great care the conclusions of the following calculations.?

1. The co:t of training 118,000 teachers up to 1970

Out of 118,000 weachers needed up to 1970, 23,200 would graduate from higher
education. For these teachers the unit cost is about 130,000 zloty per graduate,
assuming an improvement in the productivity of education. This gives a total
cost of 3,000 million zloty. _ _
The SN institutions would train 51,000 teachers at 45,000 zloty per graduate;

~assuming an improvement in the pr‘oductivity of these schools, the total cost

would be 2,400 million zloty.
Finally, 43,800 teachers would be trained through the teacher-training schools

-where the cost per graduate is approximately 36,500 zloty. Therefore the total

cost of producing these teacher: would be 1,500 million zloty.

1. Although it is true that teachers’ salaries form the main part of the cost of teacher training,
non-salary costs (hostels, transport, etc.) are important enough to cause significant differences
in the evolution of unit costs. (IIEP)

2. The supply pattern up to 1970 was taken as set and no alternative was costed. The choice
of courses presented to the government applied to the period after 1970. (IIEP}
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Altogether the cost of producing !18,000 teachers befure 1970 would be about
6,900 million zloty. .
It had been estimated that during the period 1964-70, 1,500 teachers would
complete evening courses (SN) at the unit cost of 8,000 zloty and a total cost of
‘120 million zlr:v. Tn addition, 70,000 teachers would be upgraded through special
co.rses, where some increase in productivity was expected with the effect of
reducing the unit cost to 9,000 zloty. This means that upgrading 70,000 through

special courses (SN) would cost about 630 million zloty.

About 2,000 teachers would be upgraded through evening courses in the WSP
colleges, where no improvement in productivity was expected and where the cost
per graduate would remain 32,000 zloty. The total cost of upgrading these teachers
would amount to 60 million zloty. In addition, 4,000 teachers would be upgraded
through special courses in the WSP colleges at the unit cost of 40,000 zloty and
a total cost of 160 million zloty. _

Altogether, the non-day teacher-training programme would cost about 1,000
million zloty for the period 1964-70.

2. The cost of alternative solutions 1971-75

Four alternative solutions for the training of primary school teachers were costed.

Alternative 1. This consisted in upgrading teachers recruited as graduates from the
SN schools (starting in 1968/69) by four or five years of training in higher educatiou
establishments—WSP colleges or universities. The SN schools would be closed
in 1974, to be replaced by toe WSN colleges. Under this alternative it was assumed
that the SN schools would produce 25,000 graduates up to 1973, the remaining
39,000 (64,000 — 25,000) being produced by the univessities or WSP colleges.
This hypothesis secms rather unrealistic when one compures the pattern of pro-
duction of the universities and WSN colleges over the period 1964-70 (3,300
graduates per annum) with the 39,000 teachers expected over the period 1971-75;
even if during 1971/72/73 it were possible to produce 4,000 graduates per annum,
there would still be the need for another 27,000 for the two final years of the
period, i.e. 13,500 per annum. This would be far beyond the capacity of the higher
education establishments. Nonetheless, this alternative was costed.in order to
give an idea of the maximum cost of teacher-training, using the most expensive
of the existing systems. -~ .

If the 25,000 graduates from the SN schools cost only 40,000 zloty each, which
presupposes an increase in the productivity ot these schools, the total cost of these
graduates would be 1,000 million zloty.! It was thought that if for a transitional
period the upgrading course were shortened from five to four years, and if there
were fewer repeaters and drop-outs, then the per-graduate cost would be reduced

1. It is assumed here that 90 per cent of the students starting in the SN schools obtain the
diploma and that only 10 per cent drop out. (This is not based on past experience, but is an
optimistic assumption.} (IIEP)
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to 110,000 zloty. The total cost of upgrading teachers in the WSP colleges would
then be about 4,300 million zloty, and thus the cost of this solution is 5,300
million zloty (1,000 + 4,300)—the upper cost limit of the programme.

Alternative 11. This consisted of increasing the cutput of the SN schools up to
1974, thus contributing 50,000 graduates over the period 1971-75. The cost of -
training these graduates would be 2,000 million zloty (40,000 zloty per graduate).
The 14,000 additional teachers needed would be provided by the universities and
WSP colleges at the unit cost of 110,000 zloty or a total of 1,500 million zloty.
Under these circumstances, the total cost of the teacher-training programme would
be 3,500 million zloty. (It was between the upper and lower limits of 3,500 million
and 5,300 million zloty that the authors of this analysis tried to find the most
realistic alternative.) '

Alternative I11. This was based on what was thought likely to be the maximum
feasible output of teachers from the higher education establishments. Up to 1970
" the average annual number was 3,300; after'a survey in the universities and WSP
colleges it appeared that the upper limit of annual output from these establishments
would be 5,000 graduates after 1970. This average assumes the doubling of the
3,300 graduvates in 1970 to 6,600 in 1975. For many reasons it was not considered
. possible to further expand the universities and WSP colleges during this period.

It follows that the maximum number of graduate teachers coming from higher
education establishments would be 24,00C. This leaves 40,00 to be made available .
during 1971-75. One suggestion was to prepare 40,000 teachers in the new WSN
teacher-training colleges of three years’ duration; this was a new category of
college for which no cost estimates were available. In 1968 no colleges of this
type were actually built, therefore it would have been unlikely that they would
start.producing regularly-in 1971, Nevertheless, (as shown in table 2), in order
. to illustrate the cost of such a. programme, the atithors estimated the likely unit
cost as being 17,000 zloty per student per year (60,000 per graduate). This estimate
was based on comparisons with costs in general secondary schools, and allowance
was then made for the generally higher costs of teacher-training; the final figure
was 69,000 zloty. per graduate. Thus the cost would be 2,760 miilion zloty (40,000
£ 69,000) for 40,000 graduates. This, plus the cost of training 24,000 students
through the universities and WSP colleges for three years (24,000 x 110,000 zloty),
gives a total of 5,400 million zloty. Thus this alternative is more expensive than the .
first alternative, which was considered as being the upper limit of the acceptable
cost of the programine.

" A4lternative 1V. This was established on the basis of the following assumptions:

* 1. The total number of teachers trained in higher education establishments was
expected to be 24,000 during the planned period.

2. The new ‘-WSN teacher-training colleges would be introduced by adapting
existing SN schools, but primary-school teachers would still be trained in the
SN schools with a normal course of two years’ duration.
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3. The results from a detailed case-by-case analysis of the cost of this transforma-
tion and the available teaching stafT; it was decided that in 1968 the first three
WSN colleges would be opened and the rest in the following years. These
colleges would prepare 14,000 teachers over the planned period 1971-75. The
number of graduates from the WSN colleges would increase from 1,200 in
1971 to 4,000 in 1975. The remaining 26,000! would be supplied by the SN
schools. The number of graduates from the SN schools would diminish from .
7,000 in 1971 to 4,500 in 1975.

It must be pointed out that the target of upgrading the whole stock of teachers

to a higher education standard will not be reached by 1975, since out of 64,000

teachers only 38,000 (24,000 + 14,000) wi'l have reached the higher education

level. The cost of this alternative is estimated as follows:
' 24,000 teachers x 101,000 = 2,640 million zloty
26,000 teachers X 40,000 = 1,040 million zloty
14, 000 teachers X 60,000 = 840 million zloty
Total: ‘4,520 million zloty

This is 780 million zloty less than the acceptable upper cost limit for the programme.

Although not the cheapest variant, it has been accepted because of its practical

feasibility. In fact the educational authorities in Poland have taken it as the basis

for introducing the upgrading of ihe teaching force in the coming years. .

[II. Commentary by IIEP

Some useful lessons from this case study

The case is of special interest to the 11EP series because it illustrates how cost
analysis can help policy-makers to compare the pro’s and con’s of alternative
approaches open to them in pursuing a given educational objective. Perhaps .its
first important lesson is to reminu us that educational planners and policy-makers
should not be bound by a single traditional way of doing thir:es; there are usually
alternative ways to pursue any ~ducational objective and one of the important
tasks of planning is to identify and compare these options in order to choose
among them as wisely as possible. Doing so, however, is rarely a simple matter
- of arithmetic. As we have seen, a variety of important considerations, variables
and constraints—often not.easily measurable—must be taken into account in
weighing the relative merits, feasibility and implications of each alternative

1. 64,000 — 24,000 ~ 14,000.
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approach. Cost analysis provides only somu of the important considerations and
in any event it does not replace human judgment; it simply informs it betier.

In the present case the central objective was to improve the quality of elementary
education over the next five years through the route of improved teacher training.
Hence the central question for planning was how best to do this, given the current
condition and potentialities of existing teacher-training programmes, the possibil-
ities for introducing new or modified programmes, and given also the practical
constraints imposed by earlier policy decisions and by limitations of time, money,
human and physical resources and basic data.

One important ‘given’ in this case was the policy decision, previously made,
that in the future all elementary teachers should have ‘third-level’ education.
This meant phasing out the ‘second-level’ training, then being given by existing
teacher-training schools, which posed the question of how to absorb their training
load into appropriate third-level programmes. Another basic question was what
relative emphasis should be given to upgrading the present stock of teachers as
against improving the quality of newly trained teachers (who for many years
to come would constitute a fraction of the total stock). Answers to these questions
in turn hinged on stiil other questions. How many additional teachers would be
needed? Could the present universities and teacher-training colleges meet this
requirement? If not, could they be expanded rapidiy enough, and at what cost?
What innovations might be used to train good quality new teachers and to upgrade
existing ones, and what would be their cost and feasibility? Could something be
done to -reduce the high drop-out and repeater rate 'in teacher training? If so,
how would this affect the output and cost of graduates? What sorts of in-service
training would be most effective and economical?

In presenting the best estimates they could of the comparative cost and feaSlblllty
of the different approaches to improving teacher training they shed valuable light
for the decision-makers on the options available to them. But because of the

limited scope of their inquiry, two important questions for the decision-makers

went unanswered. First, how would the final ‘products’ of these alternative
approaches compare in quality? By tacitly assuming that there would be no
significant difference in the quality of teachers coming out of each programme,
the study left it to others to make their own judgment on this crucial point. Second,

what would be the relative consequences of these alternative solutions, not simply. - -

for teacher-training cosits but for the future operating costs of the elementary
schools? Would they result in quite different rates of promotion for existing teachers

-and in different patterns of distribution of teachers as t etween the low end and high

end of the salary scale? If so, their uitimate cost consequences could differ greatly,
even if their short-run cos’s appeared to be quite similar. This can be an enor-
uously criticel question, especially for developing countries whose teacher salary
structures have a wide spread.

What lessons does this case study oﬂer concerning methodologies of cost
estimation? One point worth notinyg is that *wo types of unit costs were calculated—
annual cost per student enrolled and cumulative cost per successful graduate.
For the decision-making purposes at hand, clearly the most relevant and meaning-
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ful of these two measures was the cost per graduate. Because of the high drop-out
and repeater rate in teacher training, the actual cost per graduate was considerably
higher than one might infer from the annual average cost per student enrolled.
In the circumstances the latter average figure had little useful meaning, the more
so, becausc it was not broken down by successive years of training.

The study made the assumption that there would be a decline in these high

~drop-out and repeater rates, which had a substantial downward influence cii the

estimated cost per graduaie. While this seems a reasonable enough assumption,
one would have hoped for an explanation of how this decline was to be accomplish-
ed and whether this in itself might not entail certain extra costs.

One would also have J'ked to sce more attention given to the practical admin-
istrative and logistical requirements and feasibility of these different schemes.
The ‘special course’ approach to in-service training, for example, had the evident
great advantage of keeping teachers in service and upgrading them without
reducing the total supply. Yet one suspects that this system might impose some
heavy practical problems of planning, and rearranging school timetables and
curricula. Evening courses, on *he other hand, seemed seductively low in cost,
yet experience had evidentiy shown that poor atteidance cuts their actual pro-
ductivity, and that they are logistically impractical in most rural areas.

The study made a clear distinction between what it termed ‘institution costs’,
meaning the fotal real costs involved in training teachers, and the partial money
costs’, which show up in the Ministry of education budget. There may be a
considerable difference between the two, taking the form, for example, of medical
and dental services to students borne by other governmental budgets; costs of
books, clothing and transportation paid by parents: and the salary costs borne
by society for teachers undergoing in-service training and who must be temporarily -
replaced in the classroom. ) ’

One must also, for most purposes, also take capital costs into account. In the
present case, the analysts handled the capital costs of equipment ingeniously and
reasonably by amoriizing them over ten years and adding the amortization cost
into recurrent costs. But on the other hand they appear to have ignored capital
costs of construction altogether. This omission, however, is not likely to be too
serious in this type of case. As we have .een in other case studies, educaiional
construction costs, spréd over a substantial period of depreciation, are relatively
minor in size compared to the heavy recurrent costs invoived in this labour-:
intensive enterprise of education. Moreover, ur!ess there is reason to expect wide
differences among alternative programmes in the amount of capital investment
required per student, the comparison of their respective costs is not seriously
distorted by omitting amortization of capital. But if, on the other.hand, one were
mainly concerned about the allocations to education from the national capital
budget. then obviously the omission of construction costs would be a serious error.

Perhiaps a mcre serious potential source of error in this study was the tacit
assumption that the unit cost relationships as of 1961-65 between these alternative
programmes would remain the same in the future. It could well turn out, however,
) at the evolution of the price structure in the future might have quite different
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impacts upon the costs of these various alternativc methods of teacher training.
To attempt to forecast such changes in price and cost relationships, however, is
at best a hazardous undertaking; hence one can be forgiven the convenient
assumption of constancy.

All in all, despite the rather simplistic analytical methods and assumptions
used, and despite the relatively crude nature of the basic data, the cost comparisons
obtained in this study undoubtedly cast useful light upon the choices to be made.
We would emphasize, however, that without closer consideration of the cor-
responding educational results likely to be obtained by each alternative approach,
and with no estimate of their likely consequences for future teacher costs in
school operation budgets, the decisicn-makers were lacking some critically
important information.

We do not know whether they were keenly aware of these gaps and thus made
explicit judgements of their own on these matters in arriving at thcir final decision.
But we do know that the choice which the government made was not the least .
costly alternative, at least judging by the evidence provided by :he cost analysis
that was presented to them. Interestingly enough, the more rostly alternative
which was chosen provided for relatively little upgrading of existing teachers

.auring the period in question and for only 38,000 out of 64,000 newly trained

teachers to receive third-level training.

Unfortunately for those interested in studying the value of cost analysis for
decision-making it is sometimes virtually impossible to determine retroactively
just how large a rdle, if any, a particular cost analysis played in arriving at a

" major educational decision, and what other important considerations were
" weighed in the balance. '
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Appendix
TasLE 1. Distribution of pupils and students in different types of schools and colleges (in thous-
ands) : .
Workers' schools
General General

School year Pre-primary Primary sccondary Primary secondary Vocational Higher
1946/47 201.5 32834 228.4 30.7 432 286.7 86.5
1949/50 : 288.5 33529 221.4 57.0 38.1 558.2 115.5
1955/56 3709 33864 201.4 71.8 53.8 503.0 157.5
1956/57 3765 3654.6 202.7 67.8 56.2 495.4 170.3
1957/58 344.7 39242 195.1 45.6 50.6 491.2 162.7
1958/59 349.2 4240.1 195.2 55.3 60.2 5474 156.5
1959/60 3642 4574.1 214.3 61.1 66.6 645.2 161.0
1960/61 389.2 48:76 260.4 87.8 76.2 784.2 165.7
1961/62 409.5 49944 298.4 86.4 83.5 978.2 172.4
1962/63 433.0 5117.3 339.5 86.9 93.6 11836 190.3
1963/64 440.7 5181.7 378.5 78.0 103.6 13728 212.6
1964/65 448.7 52079 405.2 71.6 116.5 1534.1 231.2
1965/66 4534 5176.6 426.8 59.6 129.3 1671.0 251.9
1966/67 464.7 55270 322.7 46.8 1339 1629.2 274.5
1967/68 480.1 5706.3 306.1 4.9 136.9 15005 288.8

SOURCE  Statistical yearbook of education, 13267/68, p. 4, Warsaw, Central Office of Statistics.

NOTE As a result of the extension of primary education to eight years’ duration as from 1966, there is
"a noticeable decrease in the secondary-school enrolment.
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TapLg 2. Full-time teachers in primary schools, general secondary schools, technical schools and
higher educational institutions

Primary schools

Of which General
School year Total rural secondary Technical Higher
1946/47 66643 43414 -~ — —
1948,49 . ‘76 319.° 49 827 -— — —
1955/56 102 501 68 594 10412 31135 18 287
1956/57 109 618 70430 11 006 31 814 19 164
1957/58 119 791 74 111 11433 31 535 19 381
1958/59 . 130 062 78 339 11483 31 406 19 401
1959/60 140 324 83084 11 660 32700 19 269
1960/61 145743 85 906 12062 33898 19 202
1961/62 151412 88 791 12 625 36 415 19 249
1962/63 156 181 90 531 13 569 40 252 19 628
1963/64 159710 91.850 14 831 44 998 21 083
1964/65 165 447 95 838 15411 49737 . 21557
1965/66 171 745 99 574 15848 55 842 22 960
1966/67 ) 189 18G 109 245 15261 57 570 24 411
1967/68 : 201 382 115 558 15044 57 317 26 079

SOURCE  Sratistical yearbook of education, 1967/68, p. 22, op. cit.
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TasLe 3. Percentage distribution of teachers according to their training

Nature of training

2nd. degree  No secondary

teacher- teacher-
Category Year Higher SN schoot training training
Total teaching force 1962 ‘18.0 18.6 60.6 3.1
s 1963 18.3 21.1 56.9 3.7
1564 18.1 279 50.6 34
1965 16.2 324 47.3 4.1
1956 15.7 374 423 44
Teachers 1962 4.7 21.0 72.1 2.2
in primary schools 1963 5.1 23.6 69.2 2.1
(see note below) 1964 4.7 32.1 61.5 2.7
1966 4.9 46.7 46.9 1.5
Teachers 1962 91.9 5.9 1.9 0.3
in general secondary 1963 86.9 9.6 2.9 0.6
schools 1964 86.3 10.6 2.7 0.3
1965 85.0 11.9 2.7 04
1966 85.9 11.2 23 0.6
Teachers . 1962 90.5 - 7.0 1.9 0.¢
in teacher-training 1963 89.9 8.0 1.7 0.4
schools 1964 87.1 9.6 2.5 0.t
1965 87.6 9.6 23 0.5
1966 88.0 " 9.5 2.0 0.5
Teachers 1962 51.0 12.2 25.6 11.2
in vecational schools 1963 48.2 14.0 21.6 16.2
1964 46.4 15.4 22.6 . 15.€
1965 45.5 19.2 13.9 21.4
1966 453 20,1 7 115 22.(

sourck Calculated from data in W. Iwanowski, Kadry Nauczycielskie, op. cit.
NOTE Figures for primary-school teachers for 1965 are not available. For 1966, the 12.5 thousanc

teachers employed full-time in primary schools but not completing the eight-year programme are
not included,
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TasLe 4. Current expenditure on education financed by the national budget (current prices, in
thousand million zlotys)

Year Expenditure Year Expenditure
1955 8.1 . 1962 16.8
1956 © 9.2 1963 181
1957 10.6 1964 20.6
1958 11.5 1965 21.1
1959 13.0 1966 23.6
1960 141 1967 25.2
1961 15.3 )

SOURCE  Statistical yearbook of education, 1945-1966{67, p. 40 and 1967/68, p. 26, Warsaw Central
Office of Statistics.

TaBLe 5. Trend in investments in education (at 1961 prices, in million zlotys)

Year Amount Year Amount
T 1957 2.1 1963 4.3
1958 2.6 1964 4.4
1959 33 . 1965 4.6
© 1960 3.9 ) 1966 - 4.3
1961 3.7 1967 4.2
1962 : 39

SOURCE  Statistical yearbook of investments and equipment, 1946-66 and data from Sratistical Yearbook,
1968, Warsaw, Central Office of Stafistics. :

TasLe 6. Capital expenditure by type of education (in million zlotys)

Annual average

Type of education . 1956-60 1961-65 1966 1967
Gencral education institutions 2,067 3,252 2.102 1,756
Vocational schools 388 919 1,259 1,335

Higher education institutions 354 512 711 ) 851

SOURCE  Statistical yearbook, 1968, op. cit. p. 93.
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TasLe 7. Enrolments and graduates of teacher-training insti.uiions

Students  Graduates (of

. preceding
School year Schools Sections ) Total Female year)
1. New teachers .

(a) Teacher-training schools
1958/59 148 — 39816 — 7 546
1959/60 143 1154 37673 31222 6988
1960/61 139 1092 38 956 31769 7290
1961/62 134 1 067 41 039 33015 5562

196263 119 1-109 43 232 34572 . 5305
1963/¢4 122 1157 44 808 35799 6469
1964/65 116 1153 45 285 36 162 7901
1965/66 110 1020 39 427 31924 8815
1966/67 . 105 . 781 29132 23756 7823
1967/68 . 100 547 19 829 16328 8145-
(b) Teacher training. for pre-primary
1958/59 38 — 6 407 6 407 T35
1959/60 36 237 7334 7334 1126
1960/61 33 225 7 582 7582 1216
1961/62 32 236 8435 8435 953
1962/63 35 270 9 862 9 862 903
1963/64 36 299 11051 11 051 1160
1964/65 39 320 12184 12183 1484
1965/66 40 335 12727 12 727 1986
1966/67 48 362 13 505 13 505 2013
1967/68 49 380 13775 13775 2106
(c) Technical teacher-training schools
1965/66 21 81 2983 105 202
1966/67 22 99 3456 126 639
1967/68 - 21 102 3468 118 . 655
(d) SN schools : v
1958/59 34 222 7406 4086 2471
1959/60 41 265 9287 5112 3191
1960/61 . 52 325 11 535 6 581 4293
1961/62 .52 380 13 898 7943 4 906
19¢2/63 56 432 15105 8 984 6291 .
1963/64. . 58 485 18 303 10 566 6187
1964/65 62 550 22186 14 787 8016
1965/66 - 60 581 23241 16 558 9503
1966/67 ) 59 566 22574 16 100 8974
1967/68 59 568 22715 16 237 9690
2. Upgrading of teachers by evering courses ,

(a) Teacher-training schools .

1963/64 7 10 408 350 334
1964/65 4 4 188 157 166
(b) Teacher-training for pre-primary

1963/64 3 3 85 85 50
1964/65 2 3 86 86 69
(c) SN schools : :
1961/62 3 8 334 267 160
1962/63 . 3 T 299 241 164
190
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Students

Graduates (of

23997

preceding
Schoo!l year Schools Sections Total Female year)
1963/64 41 183 5918 5139 3434
196, 45 27 108 4 065 3593 1799
1565/¢ 22 104 4148 3758 1 821
1966/67 20 92 3468 3187 . 1721
1967/68 19 69 2630 2376 1751
3. Upgrading of teachers by special courses .
(a) Teacher-training schools
1958/59 b — 859 588 523
1959/60 X — 5289 3621 3006
1960/61 % 106 4226 3011 2199
1961/62 X 53 2272 1 633 1653
1962/63 X 51 2137 1 581 1515
1963/64 X 55 2 409 190t 1169
1964/65 X 40 1957 1601 1430
- 1965/66 X 25 1158 987 921
1966/67 X 55 2618 2242 1987
1967768 X 47 2057 1 769 —
(b) Teacher-training for pre-primary i
1959/60 * — 190 190 10
1960/61 P 9 337 337 51
1961/62 % 7 234 234 100
. 1962/63 ® 21 670 670 69
1963/64 - X 25 770 770 272
1964/65 X 36 938 938 270
196566 b 32 1268 1268 278
1966/67 X 31 967 967 242
1967/68 X 21 693 693 —
{c) Technical teacher-training schools .
1965/66 X 3 90 6 90
(d) SN schools :
1958/59 X — 9556 5488 1820
1959/60 X — 10 869 64l 229t
1960/61 * 352 10 883 6678 2411
1961/62 X 483 17 004 11132 3623
1962/63 X 705 27026 18 556 3927
196364 X 722 27 459 18534 15740
:1964/65 X 634 25020 17 787 11 2$7
1965/66 X 756 28 679 21503 12118
© 1966/67 X 773 30118 23651 12460
1967/68 X 652 28 671 —

SOURCE  Statistical yearbook of education, [944]45-1966/67, pp. 349.350, 310. Statistical yearbook of edu- -
cation, 1967168, p. 310 and data from the Statistical Yearbook for each year, op. cit.
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TasLE 8. Enrolments in, and graduates of, teacher-training colleges (including evening courses)

Enrolments Graduates
School First Final
year Total Frmale grade grade Total Female
1958/59 3235 1 689 947 — 418 193
1959/60 ' 3300 1923 990 598 434 187
1960/61 3626 © 2180 1128 625 434 217
1961/62 4238 2595 1376 — 448 263
1962/63 7053 4 387 1926 865 346 173
1963/64 8139 4947 2258 940 764 426
1964/65 9275 5861 2638 1232 815 489
1965/66 9 666 6356 2342 1372 1030 582
1966/67 10 520 6843 2657 1440 1276 —
1967/68 11193 7282 2 685 1 905 1241 —

SOURCE  Statistical yearbooks for the relevant years, op. cit.

TasLe 9. Enrolments in, and graduates of, teacher-training colleges (special courses)

Students

First Final
Schoo! year . Tatal Female grade grade Graduates
1958/59 2 801 1411 . 848 — 20
1959/60 ’ 3 465 1616 958 . 281 100
1960/61 4463 2106 1235 541 189
1961/62 5215 2674 1395 679 244
1962/63 3261 1694 558 460 278
1963/64 4377 2138 693 559 337
1964/65 5134 2620 866 664 349
1965/66 ; 5783 2961 644 893 410
1966/67 . 6555 3556 1487 1 005 573
1047/68 : ) .+ 6580 3621 1518 965 755

SQURCE  Statistical yearbooks for the relevant years, op. cit.
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Introduction
In 1967, the State Council of education, the organization legally responsible for
educational plans in the State of Rio Grande do Sul, set about preparmg a
comprehensive educational plan.
 The federal government of Brazil had selected four States for the programme
for middle-level education to be financed by USAID; one of these was Rio
Grande do Sul. With financial support from the federal Ministry of education
a group of experts began working on the project in each State. In the case of
-Rio Grande do Sul, the State Council of education sponsored the working group
.set up in September 1967 and submitted its project report four months later.
The aim of this case study is to describe the techniques followed in the prep-
-aration of the secondary-education development project in Rio Grande do Sul.
The main focus will be on cost estimates, expressed in terms of both real
" resources (teachers) and finance. The purpose of the study is to show how, in
a concrete situation, a group of experts has costed an educational project with
:very limited and inadequate data, and related it to the general educational plan.
In Part I, the emphasis is on the methodological difficulties involved; the steps
*followed in costing the project are then described. Part II deals with enrolments;
:Part III with teacher requirements; Part. IV, with recurrent expenditures; and
“Part V, with capital expendltures The conclusmn attempts an evaluation of the
:methods used. _ ot

1. Methodological difficulties

‘ :The first problem-faced by the group was whether to develop a comprehensive
l;plan‘ or one for secondary education only. There were no definite sources of
_-finance, apart from the budgetary ones, for a comprehensive plan, whereas money
“was available for the secondary-education development project which, in addition,
. ;would probably be less time-consuming than the global plan. However, a decision
_*was finally taken to aim at a comprehensive plan, and to pursue more detailed
-studies on secondary education if the global plan could not be completed in time.
+As it turned out, methodological difficuities at the elementary and lower-secondary
'evels_somewhat jeopardized a complete analysis of other parts of the plan;
”i{’.vertheless, tae decision was realistic and was worked out. )
~ The second problem was related to the fact that the-group did not know how
‘much federal financial support the State would get, since the whole programme
‘was to be co-ordinated by the federal group. This meant that the projects originat-
: ng from the four States would have to be combined into a single financial proposal.
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In principle, each State could ask for funds for cither recurrent or capital expend-
itures, according to their group’s definition of needs, since there was no policy
on this point, and the federal group would co-ordinate the four projects and
consolidate them within the total amount of funds available. The State working
group decided to develop the project in such a way that the State could meet
recurrent expenditures and get financial aid for capital expenditure. If the State
asked for help in meeting recurrent expenditures, problems would arise whesn
financial assistance came to an end. In order to take part in the federal programire,
the State had agreed to increase the share of education in the budget by 2 per cent
per year from its existing level of 20 per cent, in order to justify a request for
capital experditure only from the federal government. This decision proved
realistic when the federal government agreed to ﬁnance cap1tal expenditure and
teacher training.

The third problem was to decide on the amount of resources available for the
programime from State funds, by projecting the State’s income and expressing all
data in current prices not subject to inflation.

The fourth problem pertained to forecasts of enrolments. How should the group

define enrolment targets at the elementary, lower-secondary and upper-secondary

levels? One alternative was to project enrolments by extrapolating the trend of the
last ten years. However, the only data available were global enrolment, approvals

to fifth grade, and preliminary data of the demographic census of 1960. The
. problem of forecasting enrolments both at the primary and lower-secondary levels '

’Tﬁ?s:soTved by using a simple model of enrolment projections which set targets
for each year of the plan on the ‘assumption of reduced repetition and drop-out
rates, which in turn depended on impreving quality at those levels. The forecasts
of enrolments at the upper- secondary level were based upoin a projection of
manpower requirements.

The fifth problem, and perhaps one of the most difficult, was to estimate the num-
ber of teachers needed to implement the programme, not only in the new schools
which were to be created, but for the system as a whole. Tentative programmes

of administrative reforms were devised to reduce the need for teachers, but these

progranTes did not prove successful. Details will be given later in this report

]

II. Forecasts of enrolment

Forecasts of enrolments were made for the, three levels, from primary to upper-
secondary, with separate estimates of the share of the public sector. :

1. The group was faced with the necessity of estimating most of the data needed bec'ruse they
were not available. ) )
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In the case of primary and lower-secondary levels, the projections used a so-called
‘cultural model’, which was accepted as a basis for the forecast by the expert group
from the Staie} Council. This model is, in fact, a straightforward set of computations
linking ‘enrolment targets with hypotheses on quality improvement, namely,
decrease ‘of drop-out, wastage and repeater rates, etc. The hypotheses and the
1976 targets-resulted-from consultations among the members of the State Council.
A series of adjustments was then made to establish enrolment estimates for the
intermediate years, so that there would be a steady increase in the number of
pupils enrolled. It is worth mentioning at. this stage that, apart from data on

~ global enrolments, which were_the only observed data, all the figures used were

no.more than reliable estimates. (Table 3 in the Appendix gives the detailed

. enrolment forecast year by year and for each -grade over the period 1964-76.)

In the case of the upper-secondary level, an effort was made to link the likely
educational output for a number of enrolment hypotheses with manpower demand

~ projections extracted from the ten- -year federal plan. In addition, the output of
- the lower level was taken into account in the estlmate of the new intake into the
" upper-sccondary level.

Fur the total enrolment in upper-secondary level, three assumptions were |

"madc

(1) Knowing that, in 1964 graduates in the lower level (4th grade) represent-
ed 85 per cent of the general enrolment of that grade, it was estimated
that,for 1976, lower-level graduates would constitute 90 per cent of general

. enrolment at that grade, thus assuming some qualitative improvements.?

(2) Several national meetings of educators expressed a desire that 70 per

cent of lower-level graduates should have access to the upper level. If such
a percentage is accepted, 62,000 pupils should be enrolled at the first grade
in the upper level in 1976.

(3) Knowing that, in 1964, first-grade pupils of the upper level represented
44 per cent of total enrolment at that level, it was estimated that, in 1976,
this proportion would decrease to 38 per cent;> from these figures, the

“distribution of pupils between the various grades was computed.

'_f 2. For the agricultural upper level, historical projections of the last five years

. were used, assuming that programmes of agrarian reform would be implemented,
. thus giving enough employment to such techricians.

3. For the industrial upper level; the projections were based upon a special study

’

1. It is interesting to note that the hypotheses concerning enrolment at the upper level were-

" - arrived at after enrolment at the lower level had been estimated, and after it became clear that

.

O

Aruntox: provided by exic [N

" a larger increase in up'per-level would not get sufficient resources in the State budget.

- 2. No explananon is given how such improvements are to be achieved.
3.'Such a decrease would result from a more balanced distribution of pupxls in the vanous

. grades at the upper level.
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of the estimated contribution by the State to the industrial output of the country.. -
as a whcle.

4. For teacher-training upper-level schools, use was made of the targets set up
for primary education, and it was assumed that 70 per cent of graduates would
actually enter the teaching force.

5. On the basis of the total as defined in paragraph'l above, and the estimates
given in paragraphs 2, 3 and 4, it was possible to compute the enrolment in upper
_secondary (acadeniic) and upper secondary (commercial).

Tables 1, 2 and 3 in the Appendix give the detailed enrolment forecast year by
year and for exch grade over the period 1964-76. :

III. Estimating teacher requirements

This step turned out to be one of the most difficult. The three following methods
were used and the results are given in Table 4 in the Appendix.

First calculation

To start with, a very simple calculation was made of the number of teachers
needed if the present pupil/teacher ratio of 14:1 in lower secondary and 7:1 in
upper secondary were maintained. On this assumption, the number of teachers
" needed rose from 13,302 in 1968 to 21,067 in 1971. But this method was soon
_ abandoned due to its crudeness and the difficulty of using its results, particularly. -
in estimating the magnitude of teacher-training programmes for the new schools..

—

Second: calcu!at:on

In this approach, teacher needs were estimated accordmg to the average weekly-f

hours of each type of school. - l
The probable number of classes at the lower IeveI was obtained by dividing the

estimated enrolments by 30, classes of 30 pupils being considered as the right

average at that level; the weekly average hours by type of school were assumed

to be the following: ' '

Lower secondary  Upper secondary

Academic S 25 25
Normal 30 30 -
Industrial 33 40
Agricultural 34 , 40
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Commercial 23 23
Orientado . 28 —
Comprehensive — 37

The resulting estimate of the number of classes was multiplied by the average
number of weekly teaching-hours in each type of schcol. These are given in
Table 1 for various types of gindsio. Lastly, the total teacher regquirement was
obtained by dividing the number of weekly hours by [5, which was considered
as the desirable and possible number of working hours of each teacher in the
State system. . .

TasLE 1. Lower-level sccondary: number of hours per week and per type of school

Type of school : 1968 1969 1970 1971
Academic 57 150 54 500 44 825 32325
Normal . ) 5280 4 500 3690 3180
Industrial : ' : 7590 . 7590 6138 4 389
Agricultural | ' . 2142 1904 1700 1122
Commercial . 5750 5198 4 899 4 600
Orientado para o trabalho (polivalente) 17 249 37968 68 488 104 720

‘The same method was used for estimating the number of teachers needed at the
upper level. Aitogether, for both lower- and upper-secondary levels, the number
of teacheis needed is 8,428 in 1968, 9,887 in 1969, 11,284 in 1970, and 12,995
in 1971,

" Third calculation
When the plan reached the federal group, these figures did not raise any serious
problems, since they suggested that the State would not need new teachers to

* implement the plan. The present level of teacher training was considered sufficient,
" particularly in view of the declared intention of getting the teachers to agree to
» working extra hours so as to achieve the desired total number of hours per teacher.

[t then fell to the federal group to see if the estimates were realistic in the light

. of the actual situation. At the time, five months after gathering all the data

- necessary for the preparation of the plan, the State was already trying to relieve

t teachers from administrative and non-teaching duties. However, this atiempt - was

not very successful and, in fact, only a small number of teachers was actually
. released from administrative functions. The federal group concluded, therefore,
that the calculations were unrealistic and that the State would probably need

-~ many more new teachers to implement the plan. The same situation was also -

O
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. found in other States integrated in the secondary-education development project.
The federal group then developed the concept of a °‘model’ 'school to be
‘implemented by the plan, i.e., an 800-pupil school operating in two shifts.
. Certain assumptions were made to calculate the number of teachers needed in
each school: it was decided that the hourly teaching load should be 20 hours
- per week for each teacher, and that the average number of teaching-hours per
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week should be 28. Lastly, an assumption was made about the distribution of
time between different subjects, which gave the following number of teachers
needed:
Number of teachers
needed in each school

Portuguese
History and Brazilian and political organization
Geography '
Modern languages
Mathematics
Sciences
Physical education
Music, fine arts, etc.
Industrial arts
Commerce
Agriculture
Home economics :
Total 30 teachers per school :

-(800 students, 2 shifts)
The federal group was well advised not to use this approach for estimating enrol-
ments, but simply to apply it to establish teacher-training needs for each new
school to be built under the financing agreement. Such a calculation reduced the |
margin of error but, even so, the actual needs for newly trained teachers were ;
under-estimated. The reason for this was that not all the new schools would
succeed in meeting the standard for teacher utilization. None the less, the federal
group based their estimates on the assumpnon of a ‘model’ school, which gave ;
the following results: E

— e et B e RO RO P W N By

TasLe 2. Calculation of teacher requircments, 19¢3-71

Specification T 1968 1969 1970 1971

" Number of classes by type of school _ : )
- (Gindsio orientado para o trabalho——polivalente_) 513 1130 2038 - 3116

' Number of weekly teaching-hours
(Gindsio orientado para o trabalho—polivalente) 14 364 31 640 57064 - 87248

Number of teachers needed .
(Gindsio orientado para o trabalho——pohv"lente) 713 1582 2853 4362

* A comparison of the estimates of the federal group (third method) with those of
the State group (second method) shows that the former are lower than the latter. |
This is an interesting point, since the federal group began by throwing doubt on the .
results given by the second method, arguing that it under-estimated teacher needs.
As a matter of fact, the hypotheses on which the federal group’s estimates
were based (i.e., teaching-hours load, etc.) reflect the desirable pattern of utilization .
of teachers rather than the actual situation. For example, administrative obstacles :

7. 200
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. made it impossible to change the distribution of teaching-hours and to make
_ better use of teachers to any large extent.

Obviously, none of the methods is entirely satisfactory, since it is necessary

not only to take into consideration the desirable number of teaching-hours by

~ each teacher, but, also to bear in mind the administrative difficulties involved in

~ making short-term changes. The best estimate might well lie between that given

by the above methods and that obtained on the basis of the present working load.

However, in costing the project, the State eventually used the estimates of
teacher needs given in the second method.

IV. Estimating recurrent exsenditure

- Basic data for the calculation of costs are not easily available; there are nat enough
. data on teachers or other personnel employed, on average earnings, on the number

of administrative or ceniral office posts. This explains the crudity of the method
. followed to estimate recurrent expenditure for the global plan. These estimates
* were made independently for personnel costs and other costs.

: Personnel costs :
: Unit costs have been estimated separately for teachers and for other staff, such
" as vocational counsellors, -teaching supervisors, principals and assistants to the
. principal. At present, there is no information on payments to principals, which
. are made from budget allowances to teachers, although supplemented by bonuses
‘ paid to each principal- and his assistant,
: In order to calculate salary levels, a series of assumptions was made. For
Zexample, it was assumed that each member of the personnel will get on average .
three salary increases (salary increases are made every three years of public service
“up to ten increases). Another assumption relates to vocational counsellors and
“teacher supervisors, who would receive payments identical with the highest salary
. level of the Secretariat of education, that of expert -in education.

Table 5 in the Appendix shows the unit costs for six personnel categories.
-~ By multiplying the average annual cost unit for teachers and technical and
“ administrative staff by the number of teachers and other personnel needed for
“ the four-year project, the total personnel cost for the operation of middle-level
’,}}‘educatlon was calculated.
¢ Salaries for teachers and technical and administrative staff’ were calculated by
ssuming a 20 per cent increase for 1968 and 1969, and a 15 per cent increase
~for 1970 and 1971. These percentages were simply reflecting the forecast of inflation
:'made by the Ministry of planning. This is obviously one of the weaknesses in the
- preparation of the State project; the estimate of future trends in teachers’ salaries
“should have been made in real terms. ‘

NS
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Other expenses :
An even less satisfactory explanation could be given for the calculation of other
expenses, such as consumable materials and State aid to private schools. In fact,
by far the weakest aspect of the global plan was the projection of recurrent
expenditures, especially those relating to items other than personnel.

For example, to define needs for materials, average expenditure on materials
per pupil was calculated by dividing the budget estimates of expenditure on
materials by total enrolment. This estimate of unit cost was then multiplied,
every year, by the target number of pupils.

This way of assessing needs for material is unsatisfactory for at least two reasons:
first, expenditure in materials as given in the budget does not represent fotal
expenditure, since the schools have their own sources of financing, for instance
fron1 fees, and these are often used for the purchase of materials; and sécond, no
study was made of the increasing needs for materials as a result of the mtroductlon
of the new gindsio polivalente.

Table 10 in the Appendix gives the forecast of expenditure for middle-levql
education in the four-year project. The figures are already deflated by the official
price index in an attempt to estimate expenditure in constant prices in terms of
the 1967 level. All the estimates of expenditure on materials and other items were
obtained by taking future projections of expenditure in money terms and deflating .
them by the Ministry’s projections of the official price index, a procedure which,
as already pointed out, is highly unsatisfactory.

TasLe 3. Calculation of s;:hool building costs (in NCr$)

Construction unit ’ No. req. Unit area Unit cost Tolnl.»co‘str-

Classrooms ‘ 8 50 m® 10 000 80000
" Multi-purpose! room (drawing) 1 50 m? 10000 10 000

Special purpose rooms . 2 60 m2 12 000 24 000

(1 with 60 m2, commercial courses;
1 with 60 m2, home economics;
2 with 120 m? for industrial arts

or agricultural techniques) 2 120m? 24 000 48 000
Director's office 1 20 m2 4 000 4000
Secretaries’ room 1° 45m? ° 9 000 9000 "
Teachers’ room 1 30 m? 6 000 6 000
Library 17 70m? 14 000 14 000
Counselling office 1 20 m? 4000 4 000
Covered area for physical education

(auditorium) 1  150me® 30000 30000
Cafeteria , -1 30 m? 6 000 6 000
Lavatories (blocks) ‘ 2 20 m? 4 000 4000
Inside circulation area ) 1 155m® 31000 31000~

Total 1370 m2 270 000.
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V. Building and equipment requirements

It was assumed that all the new buildings needed for the expanded enrolment

would house the new lower-level secondary schools proposed in the plan. Thus

an estimate was made of the capital outlay necessary for such a school, the
- construction details and equipment of which are given in Tables 3 and 4. The unit

cost of a single building was used as a basis for the calculation of the total number
- of buildings required for dealing with the enrolment expansion.

TaBLE 4. Enumeration of school equipment

'

Number Unit cost Total cost

. Equipment required (NCr$) (NCr$)
" Desks and chairs : 340 "40.00 13 600.00
Chairs (loose) 280 . 11.00 3 080.00
. . Teachers’ classroom desks 16 60.00 - 960.00
Library tables 10. 50.00 " 500.00
. Conference table ) 1 70.00 70.00
Typewriter tabies - ) ) 45.00 90.00
- Office desk- 1 115.00 - 115.00
Revolving chair 1 35.00 35.00
... Plain cabinets 5 130.00 1 950.00
* Cabinets with glass windows 4 -130.00 = +520.00
. Physical education equipment )
storage cabinet 1 100.00 100.00
. Filing cabinet 1 450.00 450.00
. Waiting-room furniture 1 100.00 100.00
¢ Library bookcases 23 70.00 210.00
-7 . Library counter 1 80.00 80.00
{ Stove 1 300.00 -300.00
i Typewriter 2 800.00 . 1600.00
i Records file 2 40.00 80.00
. Green wall blackboards 16 30.00 480.00
.~ Wall charts 10 15.00 150.00
:.Globe -3 50.00. 150.00
i Wastepaper baskets 15 2.00 30.00
“'Equipment for audio-visual laboratory 1 5000.00 5 000.00
quuipment for physical science, chemistry,
i and natural history laboratories . 1 12 000.00 12 000.00
: Equipment for agricultural courses and/or
- industrial arts 2 10 000.00 20 000.00
‘Equipment for commercial arts . 1 12 000.00 12 000.00
‘ Workshop benches R i 6 350.00
Total ' ; ' ' 80 000.00

r

‘NOTF  Secondary education:  Ist level (lower-level secondary)
Type of school: lower-level secondary :
Anticipated enrolment: 400 pupils (per session)
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Like most of the other figures included in the plan, capital outlays were decided
on the basis of very crude data and simple methodologies. Thus, an appraisal
of the actual situation of public school buildings used for secondary schools was
made on the basis of information collected from the Secretariat of public works
and from different departments of the Secretariat of education. This showed
that, out of the 201 buildings used for housing public schools of middle-level
education of all types, 176 were State-owned buildings and 25 rented or ‘use-
granted’ buildings. The condition of State buildings was as follows:

In a satisfactory -condition 61
Houscd in primary-school buildings

(therefore unsatisfactory) - 80
Needed expansion 35
Total . 176

From these data, two assumptions were made for estimating building needs. The _
first was that public schools were totally occupied at the present time. This view
was supported by the evidence of intense shortage -of facilities for public school :
enrolments. Thus an expansion. in enrolment could only be provnded through .
new buildings or new rooms in existing schools. :
The second assumption was that new accommodation would have to be prowded
for gindsios that were using primary-school bunldmgs The number of such schools -
amounted to 80, as already noted. However, since some lower-level secondary
schools using primary-school buildings were siluated in small localities with small :
enrolments and did not need a new building, it was decided that not all lower-level |
secondary schools should be provided with new buildings. :

The number of new schools to be built was then estimated: it included new ? '

buildings and also rebuilding of existing premises for the schools that would, -
according to the general policy, be changed into ‘vocatlonally oriented lower-level
secondary schools’. :

Table 11 in the Appendix shows the capital outlay needed ty all the schools
on the basis of the above assumptions, though the final result *vas arrived at by
a process of trial and error until capital outlay needs (new s2l:ools, transforma-
tlons and adaptations) seemed to correspond to the expansion in enrolments.

VI. Concluding remarks

In many planning situations, the estimate of the cost of an educational project.
expressed in human resources (teachers) and financial and physical resources is
followed by an assessment of the feasibility of the project by comparing its cost

with an estimate of available resov:ces. lii the case of the Rio Grande do Sul
- secondary-education project. it was not necessary to proceed in this way, since,
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on the one hand, the estimate of teacher needs showed that the capacity of teacher-
training centres was sufficient to meet the staffir.p targets, and, on the other, the
project was defined in such a way that its recurrent cost should be exactly equal
to the State education budget, taking into account the annual 2 per cent increase
in the proportion of the total budget allocated to education, as agreed with the
federal government. The capital cost was to be financed by the "oreign aid agency.

In addition, it was decided that at least 40 per cent of the annual increase
should be made available for secondiry education; such a decision made it
possible to calculate the total State budget and the share of secondary education
in it as well as the size of the development project involved. Table 5 shows how
these calculations were made.

TasLE 5. Estimation of resources available to education, 1968-71 (in NCr$ thousands)

Tutal state Expenditures on % Middle educa- %

Year budget (A) education (B) BI_A tion share (C) C/B
1968 583 966 119129 204 —47 252 39.6
1969 . 017252 - 138 264 224 ’ 55 305 40.0
1970 652 436 159 154 244 636/8 . 40.0

=~ 1971 689 625 182 061 26.4 72 824 - 40.4

When we turn from the estimate of the costs of the project to the question of its
actua! implementation, we must remember that the State Plan of Education was

~ finished only in late December 1967. Thus, only the 196% budget could be devised
- to implement the plan. In addition, the external funds required for the implementa-
* tion of the project have not yet been granted, since the bilateral agreement between
- the federal government and USAID has not been signed so far. Lastly, the
: inadequacy of the administrative structure in the Secretariat of ec'ucation of Rio

" Grande do Sul is in itself an obstacle to the appraisal of the progress made in
= carrying out the secondary-school project. Thus no conclusions can yet be drawn
* about the implementziion of the pro_|ect

One aspect of the Brazilian experience which deserves comment in this final

* " section is the planning techniques used. It must be admitted that many weaknesses
“ exist in this example of cost analysis. The case study has already emphasized the

-scarcity of data and their inadequacy, as well as some of the unsatisfactory
.techniques used, particularly in the estimate of teacher needs and the costing of
‘the project. The three methods used in calculating teacher needs under-estimate
‘the teacher-training effort required by tle secondary project. This is due to the
-fact that the assumptions made were either totally arbitrary, for example, concern-
‘ing the number of pupils per class, or else more related to an ideal, ratheér than
:real, situation, for instance in the estimate of teacher-hours per week.

Similarly, there are a number of weaknesses in the costing of the project. To

fglve but a few examples, personnel salary estimates are not based on an analysis
‘of the distribution of teachers and personnel by level on the salary scale, and by
isex, age, etc. Estimates of other recurrent expenditures are not related to any

205

P A rimext provided by ERC
. Ky



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Educational cost analysis in action: case studies for planners

therough study of their trends in relation to the type of school (especially with
regard to the introduction of the new vocationaliy-oriented gindsios); capital
costs and recurrent costs are not calculated by taking into account expected price
increases. : .

Several other criticisms can be made of the techniques used by the Brazilian
State, and this raises the whole question of the usefulness of such a case study
on the use of cost analysis in educational planning. In this respect, there are
two main reasons for examining the Brazilian experience in the framework of
the 1IEP project: o

1. It provides a good example of the methods used to estimate the cost of a

specific project in a situation where only very primitive data are available,
and experieace in planning is very limited.

2. It gives an interesting instance of a case of co-ordination of planning respons-
ibilities at federal and State levels. It should be noted in this respect that the
project was of sufficient magnitude to have a marked impact on the total
educational plan for the State.
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TaBLE 4. Teacher requirements according to various methods of estimation

1969

1968 1970 1971 ¢
First method?! :
_ Ginasio (1:14) 7951 9155 10 544 12210 -
Colégio (1:7) 5351 6285 7 428 8857,
Second. method®
Ginasio
Academic 3810 3633 2988 2155
Normal 352 306 246 212
Industrial 506 506 409 292
Agricultural 142 126 113 74
Commercial 383 346 326 306
Orientado para o trabalho 1149 2 531 4 565 6981
Total 6342 7442 8 647 10020
Colégio : :
Academic 1116 1276 1388 1588
Normal 442 482 520 560 .
Industrial 149 192 229 293
Agricultural 154 190 224 280
Commercial 225 257 291 322.
Comprehensive i — — 64 106.
Total 2086 2397 2716 3049
Grand total by second method 8428 9 837 11 363 13069
Third method® '
Gindsio orientado para o trabalho 713 1582 2 853 4262

1. By student/teacher ratios.

2. By number of classes and weekly hours.
.3.'By *model’ schools.

i

TABLE 5. Average unit cost of teachers and technical and admmlstratwe staff for secondaryf
education, 1968-71 (NCr$)

1
]
I
t

Assistant

9093.18

: : Administrnlive‘_

Ycar Teacher? " Director? director® Counsellor*  Supervisort staff,

1968 382656 557256 471446 — — 255266

. 1969 4 598.87 '6687.07 7 5657.35 6 875.76 6 875.76 3 063.19,

‘1970 5288.70 7 690.13 6 505.95 7907.12 7907.12 3522.66
/s i 6 082.00 8 843.65 7481.84 9 093.18

4051.05

1. Based on the present average salary for teachers.

2. Arithmetic mean of salary” supplemcnt levels, 5, 6, 7 and B, plus annual average

(column 1).
3. Arithmetic mean of salary supplement levels 3, 4 and 5, plus annual nvernge lenchers salnry
4. 1969-71: Salary level 15 + threc increases of 5 per cent.

NOTE

eacher's salnry

Salaries of both teachers and technical and administrative staff were assumed to increase b}
20 per cent in 1968 and 1969 and by 15 per cent in 1970 and 1971

i
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16. Brazil

TaABLE 6. Expenditures on education—Rio Grande do Sul State budget (in NCr$)

% of budget

. Year Elementary Middle Total Budget for education
© 1959 1411 724 509 046 2 664 795 13832313 19%
. 1960 2 728 907 1 053 502 5289078 22 550 732 23%
‘1961 3939049 1785 900 8757674 34118 539 259%
: 1962 5 867 207 2525 097 11945 019 47293 778 25%
1963 10 939 342 3335497 21 808 866 90 660 788 24%;
1964 25 872 604 13 403 805 44,708 119 156 052 241 289
. 1965 51 700 756 28 254966 86035 984 307114 553 289%
' 1966 74 454 652 36433877 108 402 392 432 450 096 25%
: 19671 74 816 203 50431 026 148 890 198 25Y%

576 562 891

. 1. Data (rom the budget proposal.
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16. Brazil

. TaBLE 10. State expenditure on middle-level educatlon recurrent expenditure at 1967 prices
{in NCr$ thousands)

" Item ' 1968 - 19682 1970 1971

Personnel 42 088.00 49406.00 . 55778.00 61 724.00
Materiat 1 871.00 2 700.00 3 800.00 5300.00
Transfers? 2 506.00 3200.00 4 100.00 5 800.00

Total ) 46 465.00 55 306.00 63 678.00 72 824.00

1. The allocation by items is that used in the State budget proposal for 1968.

2. From 1969 onwards expenditure on personnel reflects improvements in salaries, and that on materials -
. ‘refleécts increased supplies to schools. -
¢+ 3. Includes grants for students.

. TasLE 11. State expenditure on middle-level educatlon capital expendnure 1968~71 (in NCr$

thousands)
© Item . 1968169 1969770 O 1970/71 Total
; Construction . 122255 13159.0 13 180.5 38 565.0
- Equipment 4900.0 - 5290.0 5 330.0 15520.0

. Total ) . ' 171255 18.445.0 18 510.5 54 085.0
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Introduction

-This case study is concerned with three applications of cost-benefit analysis to
education in India. There have been a number of attempts to calculate rates of
return to education in India, based on alternative estimates of both the costs
and economic benefits of different types of education.! The purpose of calculating
these rates of return was slightly different in each case, but fundamentally all

- were concerned with the problem of efticient allocation of resources. This case

study will examine the methodological differences between the various estimates
of rates of return and the conclusions drawn by the authors, in order to suggest
what are the oractical implications of such cost-benefit studies for educational
planning in Judia and in other countries. One reservation must be made at the
outset: all these studies relate only to urban India, as no data were available on
. earnings in. fural India. The implications of this for policy will be discussed

below.

The study by Blaug et al. was primaiily concerned with the problem of imbalance

© between the education system and demand for educated manpower, which has
. resiilted in a serious problem of educated unemployment. It looks at the causes
- of unemployment among graduates and matriculates and attempts to explain jt
by way of analysis of both the demand for and supply of educated manpower,
. which includes analyses of trends in unemployment and wage rates, the operation .
*0f the labour market, and estimates of the social and private rate of return to
. education.? The authors estimate that even with the most narrow definitions of

‘unemployment’ there were at least half a million totally unemployed zraduates

and matriculates in India in 1967. Their study applies the tools of cost-benefit

" analysis to this problem of surplus manpower, to discover why such surpluses

* persist despite the growth of the economy, and to discover whether, in the light

- . of such a surplus, education is still ‘a paying proposmon either to the individual
or to the society’,

This case study does not attempt to summarize the whole work but looks

only at the use made by the authors of cost-benefit analysis.

The rate of return on educational investment is treated as ‘a convenient statistic
describing the relationship betwéen the earnings of educated people and the costs

* of acquiring education’, in the belief that ‘this relationship ought to be a key

» 1, M. Blaug, P. R. G, Layard and M. Woodhall, The Causes of Graduate Unemployment in
. India, London, Allen Lane, The Penguin Press, 1969; A, C. Harberger, ‘Investment in men
¢ versus investment in machines: The case of India’ in Education and Economic Development, ed.
i C.A. Anderson and M.H. Bowman, Chicago, Aldine Publishing Co., 1965; A, M. Nalla
Gounden, ‘Investment in Education in India’, Journal of Human Resources, sammer, 1967,
pp. 347-58.
2. The problem of graduate unemployment in India has been discussed, although not rngorously

e

: analysed, by other authors. See, for instance, V, K. R. V. Rao, ‘Educational output in relation

i to employment opportunities, with special reference to India’, in I1EP, Manpower Aspects of
: Educananaf Planning: Problems for the Future, Paris, Unesco:1IEP, 1968.

\~_‘I" .
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element in any diagnosis of the educational situation of a country, rich or poor’.'
The authors specifically state that ‘at no stage in the argument will we assume
that mere comparison of social rates of return can by itself constitute a sufficient
basis for educational planning’, but argue thai rate-of-return analysis can help
to explain the persistence of educated unemployment in India, and also serve as
a guide to the more efficient allocation of resources in the future.

The other two studies are both concerned only with this latter issue of resource
allocation, and their prime objective is to throw light on the problem of the
proper allocation of resources to education as a whole, although they also consider
allocation between different levels of education. Harberger, as the title of his
study suggests, is concerned with the relative profitability of investment in human
capital and physical capital. Although he does produce estimates of the social
rate of return to physical capital and to education that suggest that ‘the economic
return to investment in physical capital is higher (and may be substantially higher) —..—
than the economic rate of return to secondary and higher education’,? Harberger
does not draw direct conclusions about resource allocation; instead, he states
‘I prefer to regard this study as suggesting future research rather than as indicating
particular alterations of existing investment patterns’.® But in principle the purpose
of this type of cost-benefit analysis is to act as a gmde to a socially optimum
investment policy. :

Similarly, Natla Gounden is concerned first with the question ‘What should -
be the total amount of financial support for education at all levels to: ensure such :
goals as economic growth, social cohesion and national security? and secondly,
‘How should this total be distributed among dlﬁ'erent levels and types of educa-
tion 7%

Before turning to a detailed examination of the three studies, we should perhaps -
spend a moment on the theoretical framework of cost-benefit analysis. This is
not the place for a thorough review of the arguments for and against cost-benefit
analysis, as this has been attempted elsewhere.®* However, a short summary of
the assumptions of cost-benefit analysis may be useful. -

All examples of cost-benefit analysis attempt to measure the economic benefits
of education and relate these to costs. Because of difficulties of defining and
measuring indirect economic benefits, most rate-of-return calculations concentrate
on the measurement of direct benefits, and these three Indian examples are no
exception. Direct benefits are measured in terms of the higher earnings of educated
people, on the assumption that these earnings differentials reflect higher product-
ivity. This measure of benefit is then directly compared with the private or social
costs of education, by means of the internal rate of return, which is the discount
rate which equates the present value of the sum of future benefits to the present

1. M. Blaug, P. R, G. Layard and M. Woodhall, op. cit., Ch, 1.

2. A.C. Harberger, op. cit., p. 11. ’

3. Ibid, p. 33.

4. A, M. Nalla Gounden, op. cit., p. 347.

5. See, for example a booklet by the author in the 11EP ‘Fundamentals of Educational
Planning’ Series: Cost-Benefit Analysis in Educational Planning, Paris, 1970.
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value of costs. The private or social rate of return to education, computed in
this way, is assumed to measure the profitability of investment in education, either
for the individual, or for society.

These assumptions are obviously open to a number of objections. All the
authors of the studies under review are aware of such objections. Both Harberger
and Nalla Gounden point out that education produces non-monetary returns
which are not yet capable of quantification but none tlie less must influence
decisions about resou-ce allocation. For instaiice, Nalla Gounden lists ‘greater

- individual employmert choice’, ‘protection against the vicissitudes of technical

cliange’ and ‘psycholcgical benefits’ as examples of private non-monetary returns
and ‘improved housing and employment’ as one of the social returns that are

- not taken into account by rate-of-return calculations. Similarly, both authors .-

draw attention to the factors other thar education that determine earnings

- differentials, so that they do not fall into the trap of assuming that all earnings

differentials‘represent returns to education. Blaug et al. list five common objections
to rate-of-return analysis and altemipt either to meet the objection or to show

_how it will affect policy conclusions. These objections are:
- 1. The earnings differentials which we observe to be associated with different

amounts and types of education cannot be solely attributed to differences in
education: native ability, endowed intelligence, achievement drive, social class
and ethnic origins, education of parents, on-the-job training, all have some
independent effect on earnings, although perhaps not in any simple additive
way.

2. Education produces non-pecuniary and non-economic returns which are not

included in the measurement of rates of return.

" 3. The rate-of-return measures only the direct benefits of education to individuals,

ignoring altogether the indirect or external, or neighbourhood benefits, the
spillovers of education, as they are sometimes called, which cause the marginal
social product of educated labour to exceed the marginal private product. Three
of these economic spillovers which 'seem particularly relevant for India are:
(i) the fact that general literacy reduces the costs of spreading information;
(ii) the tendency of the diffusion of education to reduce birth-rates and (iii)
the fact that education provides a convenient selective device for promotitg
the able rather than those with suitable family connexions.

:4. Earnings differentials by educational attainments do not exactly measure the

relative marginal productivities of educated labour in any poor courtry, and
certainly not in India.

‘5. Rates of return, as calculated, are based upon present demand and supply

conditions and ‘in countries where profound structural changes in the economy
have recently taken place and will continue 10 take place, present market
conditions can give only limited guidance to future returns’.

‘Some of these objections can be taken into account when calculatiny rates of
:return. For example, two of the studies under review do not use the whole of the
-earnings differentials associated with education as a measure of the benefits
-attributable to education, but reduce these differentials by a constaut factor to
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allow for the influence of ability and other factors or earnings. However, the fact
remains that some of these objections do raise serious difficulties of interpretation
of rates of return. For example, the neglect of non-economic returns and indirect
benefits mean that rates of return provide only a minimum estimate of the effects
of investing in education; decisions on resour~e allocation must somehow take
account of this. Similarly, the fact that rates of return based on cross-section data
on earnings reflect past investment decisions and present market conditions, means
that they do not necessarily provide an accurate measure of the future profitability
of investment in education, particularly if non-marginal changes are contemplated.
For cost-benefit analysis is essentially a tool of marginal analysis, which assumes
that the current balance between supply and demand will be.maintained. If this
balance is totally changed, for instance by a massive expansion of education or
of employment opportunities, then the future rate of return to education will
differ substantially from that observed today.

Some of these problems will be discussed at the end of this case study, in the’
sections on the policy implications of rate-of-return analysis of Indian education.
For the moment, it ic enough to observe that such objections explain why cost-
benefit analysis cannot, by itself, serve as a guide to educational planning. This
case-study is concerned with the question of whether cost-benefit analysis can
nevertheless offer some helpful lessons to planners in India, or elsewhere.

L. Estimates of the private and social rates
of return to education in India

A. Estimation of benefits

All the studies use age-earnings profiles of workers with different levels of education
to estimate the direct econonic returns to education in terms of the extra earning -
capacity of educated workers, on the assumption that earnings reflect productivity.
Nalla Gounden and Blaug ef al. use actual survey data of theage-specific earnings
of educated workers. These data are derived from (i) a random sample survey of .
4,650 males in urban areas, collected in the *Urban income and saving survey’ of
1960-61;" and (ii) surveys of about 4,000 engineers, carried out by the Council
of Scientific and Industrial Research between 1959 and 1966.% In addition, Blaug

L2
1. National Council of Applied Economic Research, *Urban Income and Saving’, New Delhi,
1962, . R
2. ‘Technical Manpower', (C.S.I.R.), 1961-67.
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et al. use surveys of random samples of about 20,000 workers in factories in the
fertilizer, machine tools, heavy elcctrical and consumer product industries.!
Harberger used data on the average incomes of workers in different educational
categories, collected from a survey of 5,885 male workers in Hyderabad in 1956;
unfortunately the earnings data were not classified by age as well as by education,
so that Harberger -vas forced to derive age-earnings profiles from the data on
average earnings, on the basis of specific assumptions, for instance about the
age of peak earnings and the relative steepness of the profiles. His aim was to
produce an over- rather than an under-estimate of the rate of return to education,
. so that he ‘consciously tried to bias the assumptions i the direction that will
- produce high estimated rates of return’.> He assumed, for instance, that peak
earnings occur relatively early in life (between 30 and 40) and that the age-earnings
- profiles were not very steep, ti.1t is, that the ratio of peak to average earnings
was fairly low (between 1.1 and 1.2). This latter assumption was a deliberate
- attempt to produce a high estimate for the rate of return, since ‘the steeper an
. age-earnings profile, the greater the fraction of total income received late in life
- and hence the smalter he present value of a given total income’ (and thus the
. lower the internal rate of return).® Harberger stated that he believed his estimates
" of age-earnings profiles ‘understated the relative steepening of the profile as one
moves up the educational ladder’. In fact, the evidence from the other studies
* supports this belief. The cunsequence of this on the rate-of-return estimates is
; discussed belcw. The actual age-earnings profiles suggest that workers reach their
- peak earning capacity between the ages of 40 and 57 and that the profiles are
* fairly steep, that is that the ratio of peak to average earnings is about 1.5. Typical
: age-earnings profiles for India are shown in Figure 1, which is based on the data
. from the Urban Income Survey.
» Figure | shows that earnings are clearly related to education in India: average
: lifetime earnings rise with every additional level of education; in addition, average
;earnings increase with age up to a peak which usually occurs between 48 and 55,
rand the earnings profiles are steeper for each successive stage of education.
; Altogether, age-earnings profiles were calculated for eight levels of education
é(illiterates, primary-school leavers, middle-school leavers, and those holding
.matriculation, intermediate (that is between matriculation and a first degree),
;bachelor’s degree, diploma, or master’s degree) and various specific types of
.education, such as arts and science degrees, engineering degrees and engineering
‘diplomas.
. These age-education-earnings p ‘ofiles were then used to calculate the additional
ilifetime income associated with each type of education. Harberger and Nalla
:Gounden calculated only pre-tax differentials, but Blaug et al. calculated both
.pre-tax differentials (for an estimate of social returns) and after-tax differentials

i 1. D. Owens et al., Educated Manpower for India’s Industrial Development, London, Allen
‘Lane, The Penguin Press, 1969.

;2. A.C. Harberger, op. cit., p. 23.

;3. Ibid, p. 23.
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FIGURE 1. Age-education-earnings profiles from the urban income survey, 1960,
(for the private return calculation). A number of adjustments were then made tc
convert these simple earnings differentials to estimates of the direct returns tg
education. ' !

1. Adjustment for unerﬁployment ; .

|
Blaug et al used information on the incidence of unemployment among graduate:
and matriculates to estimate expected lifetime earnings. The age-specific earning;.
of graduates and matriculates were multiplied by the observed proportions o
graduates or matriculates who were in employment.! Nalla Gounden made n¢

1. These data were obtained from various employment surveys, mainly: The 1961 ‘Nationq'

224



17. India

adjustment for unemployment, although recognizing that it raised a problem;
3_’ Harberger assumed that 6 per cent of all primary-school leavers were unemployed,
but that all graduates and secondary-school leavers were employed. In fact,
- employment surveys shows that the incidence of unemployment is greater among
- graduates and matriculates than among primary-school leavers. Unemployment
" is concentrated mainly in the early years of a working life, in India, so that if
total unemployment is expressed in terms of an ‘average waiting period’ before
- employment the surveys show that graduates wait, on average, six months before
obtaining their first job and matriculates 1.4 years.
The measurement of benefits in terms of present ‘age-specific probabilities of
- employment is open to the samie objection as the use of present earnings differ-
“entials: these provide a correct estimate of expected future benefits only if the
" present pattern of earnings and unemployment is maintained in the future. How-
.ever, some allowance for unemployment is clearly required in a rate-of-return
calculation, and the use of current age-specific unemployment rates seemed to
“the authors the most satisfactory solution.

:2. Adjustment for other factors determining earnings

- All the authors recognized that earnings differentials reflect many factors besides
‘education, but no information is available for India to show the influence of
-education alone. Therefore the only way to deal with this problem is to make
" ‘an arbitrary assumption about the proportion of extra earnings attributable to
"+ educdtion. Harberger took the whole of the earnings differentials associated with
_“education as a measure of the ‘returns to education’, although recognizing that
.‘differences in natural abilities certainly explain part of the extra earnings of more
:highly educated groups’. ! But this assumption is consistent with his objective
‘to ‘aim for an over-estimate’ of the rate of return to education. .
i Nalla Gounden used only half the observed earnings differentials when calculat-
‘ing the returns to education. ‘Our adjustment ratio of 0.5 is purely arbitrary; but
itreating the whole difference as the return to education would be equally arbitrary’.2
Blaug et al. discuss various hypotheses about the pure effect of education on
iincome but in the absence of evidence conclude:
‘Rather than committing ourselves to a definite view about the proportion
of earnings differentials in. India that are attributable to education, a pro-
portion which we shall cali o, we have made our calculations on the basis of
three different assumptions, namely, that 50 per cent, 65 per cent and 100 per

;‘;S‘ample Survey’, which collected information on the incidence of unemnployment in urban and

“-ural areas, and three studies of sample ‘cohorts’ of graduates and matriculates; Ministry of
“.abour and employment (Directorate-general of employment and training), ‘ Report on the pattern
7f graduate employment’, 1963; a ‘Survey of the alumni of Delhi University’, 1960; and Ministry
)f labour and employment (Dlrectorate-general of employment and trammg), ‘Employment of
“patriculates’, 1961, .

':'f. 1. A.C. Harberger, op. cit., p. 29.

.. 2. A. M. Nalla Gounden, op. cit., p, 350.
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cent of the earnings.differentials arise from that source. The reader can now
take his choice, although in interpreting the results we shall in fact concentrate
" on the middle of the three assumptions as our own best estimate’.'

3. Adjustment for wastage. -

All the authors are concerned with the economic returns to completing a partlcular
level of education, but in a country with high rates of drop-out and_repeatmg the
difficulty arises of how to deal with the earnings of workers who have started,
but not completed, a particular level. The income data from the Urban Income
Survey and from the four industry surveys refer only to workers who have com-
pleted a particular level of education. The Hyderabad survey, on the other hand,
included those with ‘some secondary education’ or ‘some under-graduate educa-
tion’. Thus the average earnings calculated from these data reflect the earnings
of drop-outs as well as completers. A survey of earnings in Bombay provides
the only evidence for India of the effect on earning capacity of starting, but not"
completing, a course.2 This survey suggests that the economic returns to drop-outs
are very low. For example, the average monthly earnings of workers with ‘some
higher education, but no degree’ were Rs. 306, which is only Rs. 10 more than
the average earnings of matriculates, and Rs. 205 less than the average for

-graduates.

Since the earnings data used by Nalla Gounden and by Blaug et al. refer only
to those who completed a given level, it was not necessary for them to make
any adjustment on the benefit side of the calculation of rates of return, although
Blaug ef al. did make an adjustment on the cost side, which will be discussed below.

_Harberger’s data, on the other hand, referred to both drop-outs and completers,

so that he used the average earnings calculated for the sample to estimate the
earnings of ‘completers’ by making an assumption about the average length of
schooling of the workers in each category and by assuming that earnings rise
steadily with each additional year’s schooling.® These calculations were admittedly:
rough, but once again Harberger hoped that any bias in the estimates resultmg

from his adjustment would result in an over-estimate of returns. !

1. M. Blaug, P.R. G. Layard and M. Woodhall, op. cit., Ch. I.

2. DT. Lakdawala, V. N. Kothari, et al., Work, wages and weII being in an Indian metropoh_s
economic survey of Bombay City, Bambay, University of Bombay Press, 1963.

3. For example, the survey showed that the average earnings of workers with ‘some primary
schooling’ equalled Rs. 65.04 a month. It takes eight years to complete primary education (includ-
ing ‘middle schooling’, as the last three years of primary schooling are called in some states),
but Harberger assumed that the average number of years’ completed schooling for the samplé
was only four; the rate of increase of earnings associated with these four years of schooling
was 10.5 per cent and the rate of increase associated with the next six years, estimated from the
average ‘earnings of those with secondary education, was 12.4 per cent. Therefore Harberger
assumed that a rough average of these two rates of increase—that is, 11.5. per cent—representec
the rate of increase in earnings associated with the final four years of-primary schooling, and
accordingly estimated the average earnings of primary-school ‘completers’ as Rs. 100.49 a montl'
(= 65.04 x (1.115)%).
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-

- 4. Adjustment for mortality
and reduced labour force participation

Since mortality rates are higher in developing than in developed countries, it is

reasonable to take some account of losses to the labour force due to sickness or
~mortality when estimating the benefits of education. Harberger assumed that '
from the age of 40 onwards a certain fraction of workers withdraws each year
-from the labour force due to ill-health or death; the fractions he chose averaged
-about 2 per cent a year for primary-school leavers and 1 per cent for university
- graduates. Nalla Gounden mentions differences in survival rates as one factor

which may influence economic returns, but did not make any allowance for the
‘factor. Blaug et al. looked at some eviderce of mortality rates in India and con-
:cluded that since mortality is lower among educated people than among illiterates
_the effect of adjusting the earnings streams of educated workers to take account
-of mortality would be very small and would have an almost negligible eﬂ’ect on
"‘estimates of the rate of return.

5 Adjustment jor growth in incomes ;

.One of the protlems of using cross-section data on earnings as a measure of
“benefits is that they do not reflect the fact that future i incomes are likely to'rise
:as a result of economic growth, so that lifetime i incomes will be higher than those

' ;calculated from current cross-section data. Nalla Gounden emphasized this prob-
Jem, but did not adjust the earnings to take account of it; nor did Harberger
:make any adjustment for long-term growth of incomes. Blaug et al., however,
‘assumed that in the future the education-specific earnings of workers would rise
‘by 2 per cent a vear as a result of economic growth. This assumption is an arbitrary
‘one, but the effect of their adjustment is such that the reader can substitute an
‘alternative long-term rate of growth and see what effect this would have on the
.estimated rate of return.

6. Adjustment for tax payments . SRt T P

‘Both Harberger and Nalla Gourden were concerned only with the social rate
'of return to education and so needed only pre-tax earnings differentials. Blaug
et al. also calculated private rates of return, based on after-tax earnings. For this
zalculation they used the standard income tax rates applicable in 1966 and sub-
tracted the tax paid by a married man with two children from pre-tax earnings
in order to calculate post-tax earnings differentials. Obviously the actual post-tax
returns received by different individuals depend on their particular circumstances,
but this calculation is sufficient to illustrate the effects of taxation on earnings.
The majority of workers in India do not pay direct taxes but taxation does affect
’he earnings of graduates and some matriculates, particularly over the age of 40.
There are, therefore, six possible adjustments that could be made to observed

\
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earnings differentials in order to convert these to estimates of the expected lifetime “
income attributable to education. The following table summartzes the adjustments
that were made in each study under review. ‘

TasLE 1. Adjustments to observed earnings differentials for calculation of economic returns to :’

education : :
Ability " Mortality .

and other and ,
factors lahour Long-term ;|
Rate-of-return | determining force growth of
estimates by: Unemployment earnings Wastage participation incomes Income tax;
Blaug, Layard P % X — X X
and Woodhall (z=0.5,065 (adjustment (private)’
and 1.0} tocosts) o
Harberger X —_ X X — —!
(adjustment (social:
- to only)!
earnings) !
Nalla Gounden - X — —_ — —
(@« =0.5) ) ) (social’

on]y)]

The fact that there is a number of -possible adjustments that can be made;
to convert observed earnings differentials to ‘expected’ differentials in the light;
of such factors as unemployment and wastage, and the fact that none of the studies
under review made the same adjustments, serve to emphasize that the estimation
of the returns to education from earnings data necessarily involves a series of.
.assumptions and therefore cannot result in a single estimate of direct economic’
‘benefits of education. The implications of this for rate-of-return analysis will be,
discussed later in the case study. We turn, now, to the other side of the rate-of-
return calculations: the estimation of costs. : _ . '

B. The estimation of costs

1. The components of private and social costs

Calculation of private and social rates of return demands separate est1mate<

- of:
(2) current expenditure on tuition : i
: (b) annual value of buildings and equipment | social : {
. (c) private or public expenditure on books costs o
; (d) earnings forgone by students _ private !
(e) private expenditure on fees Ccosts :
i 228
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The authors of one study pointed out that ‘few of .the components of cost
- are readlly available from Indian educational statistics but have.to be obtained
. by a series of estimates and adjustments to existing figures’. This section shows'
- how each individual cost component was estimated. - '

: (a) Current expenditure on tuition

" Blaug ¢t al. and Nalla Gounden used official estimates of current expenditure
“per puil as estimates of tuition costs, but Blaug et al. made separate estimates
- of unit costs by level of education as opposed to type of schools to allow for the
-fact thet Indian educational statistics classify schools according to the top class
. of the school. Thus the official estimate of ‘expenditure per secondary-school
. pupil’ is actuaify based on per-pupil expenditure in schools which include middle-
“and primary-level pupils as well as secondary and therefore under-estimate the
-true costs of secondary-level education. The estitnates of tuition costs used for
- the rate-of-return calculations were therefore based on independent estimation
-of expendlture ‘it each level. Table 2 shows school enroIment in 1960/61 by level
"and by type of school.

‘ TABLE 2. School enrolment by educational level and type of school, India, 1960/61 (millions)

Type of school

Primary * Middle Secondary Total
: Primary 26.6 6.7 0.3 33.6
-Middle e — 39 36 15
.Secondary — —_ 3.6 - 3.6
. Total _ 26.6 106 7.5 4.7

50uRCE M. Blaug, P.R.G. Layard and M. Woodhall, op. cit. Ch. 8.

These figures were used to estimate per-pupil expenditure at each level on the

‘assumption that expenditure per pupil was the same for all pupils at a given
{ evel of education regardless of the zype of school. The new estimates of expenditure
per pupil were derived from total expenditure figures and the enrolment data
in Table 2, using the following equations:

¢ (i) 26.6 (expenditure per pupil,) = total expendlture

(u) 6.7 (expenditure per pupnl,,) + 3.9 (expenditure per pupil,)
: = total expenditure,,
i) 0.3 (expenditure per pupil,) + 3.6 (expenditure per pupil)

S + 3.6 (expenditure per pupil) = total expenditure,
where expenditure per pupil, = expenditure per pupil at primary level and total
4,{-?"*xpendxture = total expendlture of primary schools, and subscripts m and s
ndicate middle and secondary schools. Solving these three equations as simul-
;:aneous equations gave revised estimates of current expendxture per pupil at each
.:ducational level, as shown in Table 3, which also shows the official estimates
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TaBLE 3. Estimated current expenditure per pupil: by level of education and type of school
) (rupees per annum) [

Expenditure per pupil

Educational Iv-.' X By type of school

or type of schoo! ' . (official estimate) By level of education
Primary i 8 P
Middle . e g [ e 62
Secondary ‘ 9% 126

SDURCE M. Blaug, P.R.G. Layard, M. Woodhall, op. cit.,, Ch. 8.

of per-pupil expenditure used by Nalla Gounden. The revised estimates of expend-
iture per pupil at the middle and secondary levels are respectively 50 per cent and
36 per.cent higher than the official estimates of expenditure by type of school.

A similar problem arose over the estimation of tuition costs at the university
level. Nalla Gounden’s calculations of the rate of return to a university degree
simply used the total current expenditure of universities, divided by the number
of students, as an estimate of expenditure per undergraduate, but Blaug ef al.

~ were concerned with differences in expenditure between undergraduate and post-

graduate students, and between arts and science faculties, so this procedure was
inadequate. A small pilot investigation of unit costs in 12 universities was available,
which showed that, on average, in arts faculties, expenditure per student was
twice as great at the post-graduate as at the undergraduate level, and in science
faculties the ratio was 5:1.1 Estimates of expenditure per student were therefore |
derived from the over-all average expenditure per student on the assumption that
these ratios were applicable throughout India. '

(b) Annual value of buildings and equipment
Both Nalla Gounden and Blaug ef al. used the same method of estimating the;
annual value of educational capital, which was to estimate the annual rental value;
of buildings and equipment by amortizing the total money value of the capital
over its assumed life. Their methods of valuing the existing stock of capital and
their assumed interest rates for the amortization calculation were slightly different
but the same methodology was used to estimate the annual depreciation and
interest, or imputed annual -rent, for land, buildings and equipment. Blaug e
al. assumed a 40-year life for buildings and a 6 per cent rate of interest (the bank
raterin 1965), but they also carried out a sensitivity analysis by testing the effects
of adapting a 25-year life, and a 12 per cent interest rate. The final estimates ol
unit c;osfs of education were relatively insensitive to these changes, so that they
concluded ‘although our estimates of imputed rent are based on questionable

1. Report of the Indian Education Commission, New Delhi, 1966, p. 510.

230



17. India

: assumptlons our final results are relatively insensitive to changes in th ese assump-
* tions’.

. {¢) Private expenditure on books and stationery

* In India the purchase of books is a cost borne by the individual rather than by
" the school authorities and little information is available on average expenditure .
on books by educational level, so that both Nalla Gounden and Blaug ef al.
simply made assumptions on the basis of very limited evidence; for instance, a
" small sample survey of school pupils’ expenditure on books.

(d) Earnings forgone by students

- The earnings forgone by students and pupils represent one of the most'important
“social and private costs of education. All three studies used age-eariings profiles
" as the source of data on forgone earnings. Blaug er al. made adjustments to the
estimates of ‘earnings forgone to allow for unemployment, in the same way as
- they later.adjusted lifetime earnings when measuring the benefits of education.
. The earnings data show no earnings for workers under the age of 12, and
: Nalla Gounden accordingly assumes that forgone earnings at the primary level
‘:are zero. However, when discussing the causes of school drop-out in India the
Educatlon Commission states ‘after the age of 9 or 10 the child becomes an
-economic asset because he works at home or earns something outside’.! Blaug
i et al. therefore made estimates of the forgone earnings of primary-school children
by extrapolating the age-earnings profiles before the age of 12 in the belief that
:in an underdeveloped country the time of even primary-school children does
“have some money value.
When measuring the opportunity cost of students’ time, some allowance should
'be made for unemployment; for the existence of educated unemployment reduces
“the opportunity cost of students’ time, just as it reduces the economic benefits
of education. Some commentators have argued that the existence of unemployment
:means that the opportunity cost of students’ time is zero, since a margiual addition
:to the labour force would automatically be unemployed. The same argument is
,sometlmes applied to the benefit side of the calculation also: si:ice any marginal
,addmon to the labour force wili be unemployed, the returns to education are
izero. Blaug et al. argue that this argument is mistaken; that the existence of
,unemployment will mcan that an increased supply of one graduate or matriculate
“'will marginally lower graduate or matriculate wages, and increase employment,
‘but that any measurement of the costs and benefits of education should take into
account average levels of unemployment when estimating both earnings differentials
and earnings forgone. Thus, their estimates of earnings forgone are multiplied
jby the age-specific proportions of graduate and matriculate employment, to give
a measure of the true opportunity cost of students’ time.

1. Report of the Indian Education Committee, op. cit., p. 159.

ERIC - | 2

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



ERIC -

PIBA 1701 Provided by ERIC

Educational cost analysis in uction: case studies for planners

(e) Private expenditure on fees

This element of costs is relevant only for a calculation of the private costs of
education. The proportion of students paying fees varies from 4 per cent in
primary schools to 90 per cent in universities. Blaug et al. used the estimates of
fee income made for the Indian Education Commission in 1966 and subtracted
from the average fee paid per pupil or student the average scholarship received
per student in order to arrive at the direct cost of study to the individual. Nalla
Gounden included expenditure on scholarships as part of the social costs of
education, but scholarships represent a transfer of income rather than a genuine:
resource cost,so «na. Blaug er al. took account of public expenditure orscholarships
only when estimatin the out-of-pocket expenses of the average student.

2. Total costs of education

These various estimates of costs per pupil-or student were combined to give the:
unit costs shown in Table 4. (Since the earnings forgone by pupils or students:
vary according to their age, the table‘represents the average unit cost over the'
whole of a course.) - ;

Harberger’s estimates of the social costs of education were based on assumptions:
rather than evidence, due to shortage of data. He simply estimated direct costs per;
secondary-school pupil or per student as a proportion of their earnings forgone,;
as calculated from age-earnings profiles. He made these estimates on the basis;
of two arbitrary assumptions, namely that direct costs equalled (a) 50 per -cent.
of earnings forgone at each level or (b) a proportion of earnings forgone rising
from 12 per cent at age 14 to 50 per cent at age 22. These were intended to be
‘conservative estimates’ of direct costs, in the light of Harberger’s belief that-
in the U.S.A. direct costs were roughly twice the level of forgone earnings. In fact
the cost estimates shown in Table 4 suggest that direct costs do amount to roughly

“ 50 per cent of forgone earnings at the secondary and undergraduate level in India.

TasLe 4. Estimated social and private costs of education per pupil or student, India, 1960/61

Social Privatc

) Blaug, Layard, Blaug, Layard,
Leve! of education ; Nalta Gounden ) Woodhall Woodhal’
Primary 66 95 34
Middle 304 262 198
Secondary : 617 640 522
First degree (B.A. B.Sc.): . ;
Years 1 & 2 (Intermediate) : 1244 1 00C
Years 3 & 4 o L 1786 . 1976 1661
Engineering degree (B. Eng.) . 2 665 2488 1304
Engineering diploma — 1616 99z
M.A. - 2870
M.Sc. ; 4352 { 2061

source Nalla Gounden. op. Git.,~p~352. Blaug, Layard, Woodhall, op. cit., Ch. 8.
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3. Adj_ustments to cost estimates

The cost estimates shown in Table 4 represent the annual cost to society, or to
_ the individual, of each level of education, provided there is no drop-out or
repeating of classes. The earnings data refer only to those who have completed
a given level of educaticn. therefore estimates of benefits based on these data
can b: compared with the costs in Table 4 to show the rate of return to completing
- a given level of education in the minimum time with no repeating. However,
~ in countries such as India, where both wastage and stagnation are high, Blaug
et al. argue that ‘it is only realistic to recognize that producing one more graduate
means also incurring some more wastage’. Therefore, they make an adjustment
to the cost estimates to allow for the fact that the actual number of years needed
to produce a graduate exceeds the minimum number. They estimated, for example,
that matriculation requires 4.5 years of secondary schooling, instead of the
minimum of 3, and that to produce a graduate requires 7 years of university
education, instead of 4, because of drop-out and repeating. Their estimates of
the rate of return to education are calculated both including and excluding the
. costs of this extra time in order to test the effect of wastage on rates of return.

~ C. The private and social rates of return

Because of the use of different sources of data on earnings and costs and because
. of different treatment of such problems as unemployment, the various studies
produce a range of estimates of the rate of return to education. In fact Blaug et
* al deliberately calculated a wide range of values for both private and social rates
of return, based on alternative assumptions about wastage, unemployment, and
. the proportion of earnings attributable to education. One of the aims of their
. analysis was to test how sensitive rate-of-return estimates were to changes in
" assumptions about, for instance, the returns to uncompleted education, on which
. there is very little data. Rather than present single valued estimates of rates of
: return, they calculated ‘maximum’ rates of return, which make no allowance
- for the costs of wastage, the likelihood of unemployment or the influence of
factors other than education in determining earnings, together with ‘minimum’
. values, which include all possible adjustments, and an o coefficient of 0.50. They
; argue that the true ‘expected’ social rate of return is ltkely to fall between these
i two values:
‘we are inclined to think that the expected rate of return would correspond
to the fully adjusted rate with « = 0.65 if current wastage and unemployment
rates continue as well as current demand and supply relationships ... but
the reader is free to adopt any alternative set of assumptions’.
~ When it comes to the private rate of return, they argue:
{ ‘we are less concerned with the mathematical expectation of the rate of
return, as individual students will place different values on their own chances -
of drop-out, retardation and unemploynient. The crude (unadjusted) private

o
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rate of return represents the optimist’s expected rate and the fully adjusted
rate corresponds to the expected rate of the student who regards his chances
as average’.!
Because of the differences in assumptions, one would not expect to find that
the actual values of the rate-of-return estimates were the same in different studies,
but the same general pattern emerges from all the studies, namely that the social
rate of return to education in India pr- bobly li~s between about 9 and about 16
per cent, and that the rate of return appears to be higher for primary education
and engineering than for secondary or general higher ecudation. Both Nalia
Gounden and Blaug er al. estimate that thc lowest rate of return is to a bachelor’s
degree in arts or science. Harberger found a higher rate of return to university
education, but he took bachelors’ degrecs and postgraduate degrees together.
Table 5 shows estimated social rates of return from all three studies. The rates
of re.urn shown for Blaug ef a/. represent the authors’ ‘expected’ rate of return,
that is, after adjustments for wastage, unemployment, growth of incomes and
a = 0.65; these estimates use the Urban Income Sur ¢y data as evidence of bene-
fite, Harberger’s estimates are based on his highcr cost estimates. :
Blaug et al. compared the estimates of rates of r:turn from their five 2ources of
ea nings data, and found, on the whole, considerable consistency between the
estimates. For example, the range of estimates of the rate of return to an engineer-
ing degree was 9.7 per cent to 1.5 per cent, depending on the source of data;
the rate of return to a first degree in arts or science ranged from 5.2 per cent to .

" 8.7 per cent, and tl.c rate of return to prir'ry education from 13.7 per cent

to 4.5 per cent. They concluded that ‘althougn there are considerable differences-
in pay scales in different industries, the level of earnings differentials is sufficiently
similar to produce a very rtable pattern ~ rastes of return’.

.
TabLE 5. Estimates of the social rate of return to education in India

Level of education Bliug, Layard, Nalla

compared with lower fevel Woodhall Gounden Harberger
Primary/illiterate ' 15.2 16.8 —
Middle/primary ’ 14,2 11.8 —
Matriculation/middle 10.5 10.2 11.9
First degree (B.A. B.Sc./Matriculation) 8.9 ) 7.0

Enpgincering degree/Matriculation 12.5 9.8 —
Graduate-—post-graduate degree/Matricuiation — — 16.9
Engineering diploma/Matriculation 11.31 — —

. 1. Calculated from machine tools industry data.

In addition, they produced estimates of the private rate of return, which were
in every case (except one) higher than the corresponding social rate of return.?.

1. M. Blaug, P.R. G. Layard, M. Woodhall, op. cit., Ch. 9.
2. The one exception is interesting because it shows that where exceptionally high earnings’
accrue to graduates of arts and science the tax they pay is sufficient to compensate for the subsidy
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Their estimates of privatc rates of return calculated from Urban Ircome Survey
data ranged from 10.4 per cent to 8.7 per cent, and once again showed that
primary education was the most profitable form of investment, and a bachelor’s
degree in arts or science the least profitable.

II. Methodological lessons from the three studies

Because of the weaknesses of his data, Harberger’s estimates of the rate of return
to investment in Indian education are probably the least reliable of the three sets
of estimates, but Harberger himself emphasized ‘this is certainly not the best
set of data that one could imagine for estimating the rate of return to investment
in education’; but at the time of writing, it was the best available for India, and
Harberger’s aim was ‘to squeeze as much juice as possible out of the ‘‘lemon™’.
His attempt to calculate rates of return is interesting for a number of reasons.
First, he recognized from the outset that lack of reliable data would introduce
possible sources of bias into his estimates of raie of return, and said ‘at this
early stage | had to decide whether I would aim for an under-estimate or an
over-estimate of the rate of return to education, and I opted for an over-estimate’.

This policy of consciously trying to influence the direction of the bias, by

. taking, wherever possible, the upper estimate of benefits and the lower estimate

of costs, could be justified on the grounds that the measure of benefits excludes
rtain social benefits of education, so that an ‘over-estimate’ of the rate of
eturn, as conventionally calculated, is more likely to be close to the ‘true’ social

rate of return than an under-estimate. Unfortunately not all of Harberger's
- assumptions do result in an upward bias. For example, he assumed that age-

education-earnings profiles were relatively flat, whereas actual data suggest that
they rise fairly steeply during working life to x« peak at the age of 40 and 50. He

~ justified this assumption by emphasizing that ‘the steeper the age-earnings profile

of a given mean earnings, the greater the fraction of total income received late

"in life, and hence the smaller the present value of a given total income’.! How-

ever, it is also true that the flatter the age-earnings profile, the higher the
level of earnings forgone, which enter into the cost side of the calculation, and -

»receive a high weighting because of the process of discounting. Therefore it is
“not obvious that by assuming relatively flat profiles Harberger did produce an
over-cstimate of the rate of return to education. Other assumptions of the calcula-

they received as students, On the other hand engineering graduates, who also receive cxceptionally

high earnings, still have a high private rate of return since engineering education is heavily

- subsidized.

1. A. C. Harberger, op. cit., p. 23.
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tions are also likely to have counteracting results. For example, Harberger attribut-
ed the whole of the earnings differential associated with education, to the extra
education, which will lead to an over-estimate of benefits; on the other haud, he
neglected to take account of any future growth in incomes as a result of general
economic growth, and this omission would produce an under-estimate.

Despite thece grounds for doubting the accuracy of Harberger’s numerical
calculations of rates of return, his application of cost-benefit analysis is interesting

because of the extensive use he made of admittedly very limited data. If his analysis
is regarded not so much as an estimate of the relative profitability of education °

as an attempt to explore the implications of alternative assumptions about the

costs and benefits of education, it is a valuable application of cost-benefit tech- -

niques. Harberger himself concluded that his study demonstrated the need for a
more detailed analysis of the rate of return to different types of education in
India, in the belief that ‘a number of detailed surveys, yielding age-income profiles
of various types and levels of education, would surely be worth their cost’.

This was attempted by the other authors, and their estimates of rates of return
are interesting because of the variety of adjustments introduced, to take account ;
of such problems as upemployment and wastage. An important feature of the |
analysis of Blaug ef al. is their use of ‘sensitivity analysis’ to test the effects on i

rates of return of alternative assumptions about, for instance, the returns to

drop-outs and the proportion of earnings attributable to education. This analysis ;

revealed some information that can be applied to other estimates of rates of return. |
For example, it demonstrated that the existence of unemployment, even though |

this is a severe problem in India, did not materially reduce the rate of return

to education, particularly the private rate of return to a first degree in arts and °

science. Many observers have argued that the fact of graduate unemployment-

reduces the rate of return to university education to zero. However, in a situation :

where there are high levels of matriculate unemployment, which reduce the

forgone earnings of undergraduate students, it is nevertheless profitable for

individuals to choose to go on to higher education. When average rates of

unemployment are used to calculate the ‘expected™ lifetime earnings of educated _

workers, including a period of unemployment, we find that benefits still exceed .
costs, even though the rate of return is lower than if unemployment is simply.

ignored. : _ .
Another by-product of this ‘sensitivity analysis’ was the discovery that the

ability adjustment (that is, reducing the earnings differential attributable to -

education by means of an ‘o coefficient’) reduced the rate of return, but by less
than the amount of a. For example, the assumption of o = 0.5 gave an adjusted
rate of return, on average, of about 0.65 the crude, unadjusted rate, the actual
effect depending on the time distribution of costs and benefits. This is because
the rate of return measures the relationship between costs and benefits, and an
adjustment, such as the ability adjustment,-which reduces the magnitude of benefits
does not produce an exactly proportionate change in the rate of return.
Because of the mechanism of discounting, which gives less weight to'the future

than to the present, any adjustment which affects costs is likely to have a greater
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effect on rates of return than an adjustment which affects benefits. Therefore,
the assumption that all the costs of educating drop-outs and repeaters (including
additions to earnings forgone) must be included when calculating the rate of

. return to producing an additional matriculate or graduate, has a substantial effect
on the rate-of-return calculation; the ‘wastage adjustment’ usually lowered the
rate of return to education by about 4 percentage points. Of course, if the economic
returns to drop-outs are substantial, the ‘true’ rate of return to education will be
higher than this adjusted rate of return, but this calculation demonstrated the
importance of high wastage rates in reducing the over-all profitability of investment
in education in developing countries.

III. The policy implications of rate-of-return
analysis of Indian education

- Sincc the objectives of the authors of these three Indian studies were slightly
¢ different, the policy conclusions that they draw from their analyses differ sub-
- stantially. However, it is possible to distinguish between two broad categories
© of conclusions, those that deal with the over-all allocation of resources to educa-
. tion, and those that are concerned with the internal distribution of resources
- within education. In 2ddition some conclusions are drawn concerning the problems
. of educated unemployment and wastage.

]

:; A. The allocation of resources to education

- One of the purposes of cost-benefit analysis of education is to compare the
" profitability of education with other forms of social or private investment. Thus,
. Harberger compared his rates of return to education with an estimate of the average
‘ rate of return on physical capital in India. The estimation of the costs and benefits
. of investment in physical capital is beset with problems, as is.the estimation of
-costs and benefits of human capital formation, so that once again it is impossible
-to arrive at a single estimate, and the actual rate of return depends on various
-alternative assumptions, for instance about the net replacement cost of physical
.capital, or the significance of market imperfections on the relative prices of labour
‘and capital. But Harberger estimated a range of values for the rate of return to
‘physical capiial, using data from a survey by the Reserve Bank of India covering
'1,001 companies in virtually all industrial sectors. After a variety of adjustments
‘to these data, Harberger estimated the marginal productivity of physical capital
‘equipment to be between 17.2 per cent and 26.1 per cent, and concluded “I certainly
‘think that it is fair to conclude that physical capital is highly productive in the
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industrial sector of the Indian economy’.! A comparison of these rates of return
with his estimates for education created ‘a very strong presumption that the
economic productivity of investment in physical capital exceeds the economic
productivity of investment in education in India’.? If educational planners seriously
applied cost-benefit criteria when allocating resources to education, this would
imply that resources should be transferred from education to the industrial sector
of the economy.

Harberger does not himself draw this conclusion, for he recognizes that ‘the
goals and rewards of education are not exclusively economic’. Indeed a straight-
forward prescription to invest less in education, simply as a result of this analysis,
would be seriously misleading, since the estimation of benefits included only
direct economic benefits, and even this is based on admittedly imperfect data.
The policy implications that are drawn from the analysis are first, that educators
should try to increase the economic profitability of education, for instance by
follow-up studies of graduates of different institutions, in order to see what are
the differences in the costs and benefits of different types of education, and secondly
that further research should be carried out on the economic consequences of -
education. Harberger sums up his interpretation of this cost-benefit analysis !
‘thus: i

‘Educational techniques surely differ from institution to institution, and with |
careful follow-up studies it should be possible to discover some determinants ,
of later economic success about which educators can do something. [ suspect ;
that it will turn out that many actions can be taken by educators to raise the |
economic productivity of their students without.in any way detracting from |
the cultural and other advantages of the educational process. The key, T:
think, is to recognize that education is an investment ... A really serious
effort to understand the economic consequences of different detailed types -
and classes of investment in education would help greatly to improve the
contribution that education can- make to economic progress’.’

Thus, despite the title of his study, Harberger concludes by pointing to its
implications for decisions within the educational system, rather than arguing for
a re-allocation of resources away from education, and states: ‘I prefer to regard’
th's study as suggesting future research rather than as indicating particular altera-
tions of existing investment patterns.’ :

Nalla Gounden does, however,-use the disparity between estimates of the rate.
of return to human and physical capital in India to propose ‘redistribution of
investable resources’ on the grounds that - . ‘

‘the present emphasis on education in resource allocation may not help
rapid economic growth and per capita income, because the rate of return
is relatively lower in education.” As a consequence, the economy’s capacity
to support education, and the actual resources available for education, in

hy

1. A.C. Harberger, op. cit., p. 17.
2. Ibid., p. 29.
3. Ibid, p. 33.
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the course of time may dwindle, and educational development itself will
suffer’.! .

This conclusion is reachcd simply by comparing the rate of return to education
with- Harberger’s estimated returns to physical capital.

Blaug et al. discuss at some length the concept of the alternative rate of return,

with which-educational rates of return should be compared. Even when consider-

" ing the alternative rate of return for private investment decisions, they argue

. that ‘the concept of a unique alternative private yield on financial assets is beset

e

with many difficulties’, and yet the question of alternative social rate of return .-

is “beset with even more difficulties’.? Having reviewed the evidence of borrowing
- and lending rates of interest for individuals, they suggest an alternative private
“ rate of return of 8 per cent. The question of the alternative social rate of return
is more complicated, and depends partly on the extent to which some of the
social costs of education (notably forgone earnings) are financed by reduced
. consumption, rather than reduced investment. Having reviewed several estimates
- of the yield on physical capital in Indian industry, together with a rough estimate
“of the social time preference rate in India, they conclude that 12.5 per cent rep-
resents a reasonable estimate of the alternative rate of return to education.
In the light of these estimates is there-evidence that education as a whole is
" over-expanded? In terms of the returns to the individual, the answer, clearly,
is ‘no’, since even allowing for the existence of unemployment and wastage, most
- private rates of return exceed 8 per cent. When they turn to the social rate of return,
the picture is more confused, since some rates of return exceed 12.5 per cent, and
- others fall below. They conclude, therefore, that there should be a re-distribution
. of tesources within education, but do not argue for a general transfer of resources
“away from education.
. The conclusion that resources sould be transferred away from education would
- depend crucially on the importance attached to non-economic, or indirect, benefits
.of education. All the authors recognize that their estimates of benefits exclude
" ‘these rion-monetary returns, so that it is extremely difficult to use their results to
‘justify an over-all shift of resources to other forms of investment.

‘B. The allocation of resotirces within education

‘This problem is not so crucial when we turn to the implications of cost-benefit
-analysis for decisions on distribution of resources within education. For even if
rates of return exclude consumption and spillover benefits, this will not affect
conclusions about the relative profitability of different types of education unless
it is also ,gued that, for instance higher education generates greater external
benefits than primary schooling. Blaug et al. accept the thesis that the marginal
fsocial product, that is the true contribution to social welfare, of an educated

. 1. Nalla Gounden, op. cit., p. 358.
2. M. Blaug, P.R. G. Layard, M. Woodhall, op. cit., Ch. 1.
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worker may exceed his earnings, but-assume that the gap between private and
social product is the same for primary-school leavers as for graduates. If this is
so, then the fact that the socaal rate of return to primary schooling exceeds all
other educational rates of return whatever assumptions are adopted about the
magnitude of benefits, suggests that there should be an expansion of f«prlmary
education at the expense of secondary and higher levels, up to the point at which
social rates of return are equalized.

In fact, they argue, consideration of some of the non-economic goals of educa- -
tion serves to strengthen the argument for a re-allocation of resources to primary |
education. For instance, equalization of educational opportunity is one of the -

declared objectives of Indian educational planners; but,
‘most people would think that the inequality that exists between an illiterate
and someone with primary education was much more serious than the inequal-
ity between-a matriculate and a graduate. If the goal were equity rather than
efficiency, there can be no doubt that too much of the educational budget

has gone to the higher levels and too little to the lower levels of the educational

system’.!

" Similarly, Nalla Gounden concludes that rate-of-return analysis underlines the -

criticism ‘that Indian education is heavy at the top-and weak at the bottom’.?

This conclusion, that resources should be re-allocated within the educational .

system, should not, however, be interpreted as support for a massive expansion
of primary education in too short a time. It was emphasized earlier that rates of
return reflect the present balance between demand and supply. All the estimates
of rates of return show that in terms of this balance primary education is the
most profitable form of investment in India. However, a sudden’ attempt to
introduce universal primary education would totally change the balance between
demand and supply. These rates of return indicate the desirability of gradual
shifts in priorities, rather than massive reversals of present policy. A large-scale
expansion of primary schooling should be accompanied by forecasts of expected
changes in salary structures, which will in turn change the rate of return to primary
education.

One proviso is needed here; the rates of return calculated by all the authors

used data only from urban India. No one has yet succeeded in measuring the

returns to education in rural Indiz. Most matriculates and graduates-do work
in urban areas, but many primary-school leavers do remain in rural areas. Further
work on the measurement oi the economic benefits' of education in rural areas
would be extremely valuable.

C. An explanation of educated unemployment

Blaug et al. began their study by asking what were the causes of educated unemploy-

1. M. Blaug, P.' R. G. Layard, M. Woodhall, op. cit., Ch. 10.
2. Nalla Gounden, op. cit., p. 357.
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ment and the reasons why it had persisted for more than twenty years. Traditional
- explanations, for instance that it is a merely fictional phenomenon, or that it is
due to urrealistic subject choice among students, were rejected, in the light of
. the fact that the proportion of educated manpower that was unemployed had
remained constant for a long period, and that science graduates were unemployed
us well as arts or law graduates.
. Part of the explanation of the persistence of the unemployment is undoubtedly
the existence of labour market imperfections, and “all those factors which inhibit
" the adjustment processes of labour markets for educated pecple’. The study
includes some discussion of these factors, and an analysis of the labour market
mechanism, as well as the cost-benefit analysis of education which is the subject
of this case study. The reason for including such cost-benefit analysis in a study
. of educated unemployment is that classical economic theory suggests that un- .
. employment will lead to a fall in the wages of graduates and matriculates, until
- the supply of educated workers declines, showing that secondary and higher
- education have ceased to be a profitable form of investment, yet this appears
_ not to have happened in India. A comparison of social and prlvate rates of return
" provides a clue to this riddle.
" A historical analysis of wage rates included in the study showed that there
" had, in fact, been a fall in the wages of educated people in India, but the cost-
. benefit analysis also showed that the private rate of return on all forms of education
- is still high enough to justify individual decisions to remain in secondary and higher -
¢ education. The authors conclude: ‘educated unemployment has worked to reduce
* the earnings of the educated, exactly as predicted by economic theory, but the
. decline has never been fast enough to reduce the incentives to .acquire still more
- education. Supply has moved consistently ahead of demand, so that educated
: unemployment as a fraction of the stock of educated manpower has remained
* relatively constant’.
’, Thus Blaug et al. differ from most commentators on Indlan educated unemploy-
ment, who explain its persistence in terms of a structural imbalance between the
idemand for and supply of educated manpower, but who concentrate on the
 demand side, and on imperfections in the labour market. The authors of this
study accept the need for an ‘active manpower policy’, designed to remedy these
- imperfections, but they also place far motre emphasis than other writers on the
. importance of the supply of educated people, and use their estimates of the
. private rate of return to show why mdnvxduals continue to demand education in
i the face of unemployment.
*  This emphasis on the use of cost-benefit techniques to analyse the nature of
* private incentives to investment in education is an interesting feature of this
:'Indian study. For many of the objections to rate-of-return analysis do not apply
f?;to calculations of the private rate of return. For example, even if earnings do
; not reflect the marginal productivity of educated workers, the fact that education
;.3 yields a positive private rate of return in excess of alternative private rates will
provxde an incentive for individuals to acqu1re additional education. This helps
. to explain the tremendous political pressure in India for the expansion of secondary

: El{lC : ' - 241

Aruitoxt provided by Eic



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Educational cost analysis in action: case studies for planners .

and university education, despite the existence of unemployment, and despite low
social rates of return. Thus, if Indian educational planners seriously want to limit
the rate of expansion of higher education, on grounds of social cost-benefit analysis,
one way to achieve this is by taking measures to reduce the privare rate of return.
'The authors argue that a policy of gradually raising fees in higher education,
coupled with generous provision of scholarships for the needy, would lead to a
reduction in the private demand for higher education. This should not, of course,
be the only remedy atiempted. Policies designed to improve the demand for
educated manpower, and measures to improve the functioning of the labour
market, such as more flexible hiring policies in the public sector, measures to
increase mobility of workers, and more extensive use of employment exchanges
and vocational guidance are also advocated. But the evidence of high private
rates of return to education in India emphasizes the importance of simultaneously
attacking the problem from the supply side, and suggests that any policy that
ignores the behaviour of economic incentives to individuals to invest in education
will fail to halt the steady growth in the number of educated unemployed.

D. The quality and efficiency of education

The evidence that including the costs of wastage and repeating in a calculation
of social rates of return reduces these rates by about 4 percentage points emphasizes
the need, s{resséa""f)y many other writers, to improve the quality and efficiency of
education in order to reduce drop-out and stagnation. Nalla Gounden also
attempted to measure the rate of return to uncompleted primary education, by

comparing the earnings of ‘literates without completed primary schooling’ with

illiterates and primary-school leavers, and found a lower rate of return to literacy:
alone than to completed primary schooling. From this he concluded ‘drop-outs.
are not economically as productive as completers; this suggests that the quality:

of education should be improved, and wastage and stagnation reduced’.!

This emphasizes again the fact that rate-of-return analysis can be used in two.
ways: (i) as a justification for diverting resources from types of education with'

low rates of return in favour of those offering a higher yield; and (ii) as a justifica-
tion for seeking to increase the rate of return on unproﬁtable forms of investment,
by raising-quality in relation to the cost.

In fact, Blaug ef al. argue that the present policy of rapid expansion of higher

education has led to a decline in quality. This view was argued forcibly by the.

Indian Education Commission :
‘There is a general feeling in India that the situation in higher education is
unsatisfactory and even alarming in some ways, that the average standerds
have been falling and that rapid expansion has resulted in lowering quality.
The examination results, the reports of Public Service Commissions, the
views of employers, and the assessment of teachers themselves, the results

i. Nalla Gounden, op. cit., p. 357.
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of research done—all seem to suppeort this conclusion... This situation has

been in existence for a long time. What is new is the magnitude of the problems

and their accentuation as a result of the extraordinarily rapid expansion of

higher education and the development of new expectations in the post-

independence era ... It is obvious that, if higher education is not radically

improved, our administration and technical progress, our intetlectual stan-
dards and social advance will all be most seriously handicapped’.!

This plea for a greater attention to quality, rather than quantity, of higher

education is reinforced by the fact that the inclusion of the costs of wastage and

" repeating, when calculating the social rate of return to a first degree, reduces the

rate of return from 12.7 per cent to 8.8 per cent. Thus cost-benefit analysis can

_provide an estimate of the grave economic consequences of high wastage and

- repeater rates. '

IV, General lessons for educational planning

- Another case study? in this series examines some .of the general lessons to be
.drawn from an example of cost-benefit analysis. This Indian study reinforces
:many of these lessons, and in some respects provides some additional insights
about the use of cost-benefit analysis in developing countries.

. As in Colombia, it is impossible to say whether the cost-benefit studies of
:Indian education have had any significant impact on Indian educational policy.
“The policy conclusions derived by the authors of the studies are politically unpala-
_,table as they themselves recognized, and so far there has been no evidence that
‘the rate of expansion of higher education has been affected by these cost-benefit
“calculations. However, as in the other case study, we can perhaps suggest some
}‘po]icy conclusions _that might be drawn from this type of analysis in the future.

tA. Rate-of-return analysis and labour market policy
*In the past, some observers have argued that cost-benefit analysis cannot be
iapplied in developing countries because of the existence of unemployment. On
:the contrary, the Indian experience suggests that not only can adjustments be
:made to cost and benefits estimates, to take account cf unemployment, but that
;calculation of rates of return may even provide one key to the puzzle of persistently

i
n

1. Report of the Indian Education Commission. .
i 2. Colombia: the use of cost-benefit analysis to compare the rates of return at different educa-
fxanal levels, in this volume (p. 247).
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high unemployment, coupled with high rates of demand for education. This
emphasizes the need for educational planning to include consideration of private
economic incentives, and, if necessary, the changing of these incentives, and also
to include an active policy to improve the functioning of the labour market, as
one means of balancing the supply and demand for educated manpower.
For the pérsistence of imbalance between demand for and supply of educated
manpower needs to be attacked on both fronts simultaneously. The authors of
these cost-benefit analyses of Indian education argue for a reduction in the expan-
sion of higher education,-and a re-allocation of rescurces in favour of primary
education. If this were achieved, it would help the problem of unemployment,
by reducing supply in relation to demand. But equally, measures are needed on
the demand side to increase substitutability between different types of workers,
to increase labour mobility, and to reduce inflexibiiities in the labour market.
All too often such factors as hiring and salary policy in the public sector, or the
functioning of employment exchanges, are regarded as quite distinct from
educational planning. Yet without some consideration of these issues it may
be impossible for manipulation of the education system alone to produce equi-
librium between the production and the utilization of educated manpower.

B. The need for sensitivity analy51s
of rates of return

The conclusion that single-valued estimates of rates of return to education are
to be avoided, and that sensitivity analysis of the effects of alternative assumptions
on rates of return may produce useful results, is very strongly supported by these
studies. The effects of some possible adjustments to crude earnings differentials
have been examined for the first time. This showed that some adjustments to
costs_and benefit estimates, notably those for wastage and ability, have more,
effect than other adjustments, such as an unemployment or a mortality adjustment.:
This serves to make rate-of-return analysis of education a more flexible tool for
planning, and overcomes some of the objections to crude estimates of rates of

‘return. It is interesting, however, that none of the adjustments to the Indian

rates of return change the relative pattern of profitability of different types of
education. Thus, whatever adjustments are made to costs or to benefits, a degree
in arts or science remains the least profitable form of 1nvestment and primary
education the most profitable.!

1. A more recent study than the Indian ones examined here comes to 2 similar conclusion:
M. Selowsky in The effect of unemployment and growth on the rate of returns to education: the
case of Colombia (Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Center for International Affairs,
Economic Development Report No. 116, November 1968) makes simifar adjustments to his
estimates of rates of return, in order to allow for unemployment and future growth of incomes
and concludes: ‘the introduction of more complex estimations of the internal rate of return
which take into account unemployment and growth of both the economy and the educatlonal
sector does not change the priorities provided by more simple estimations’.
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C. The need for more analysis of indirect
and non-monetary benefits of education

It is now beconiing commonplace to emphasize that rates of return, as traditionally
measured, exclude non-economic and even some of the economic benefits of
education. This case study has shown that until more headway is made on this
“crucial problem, it will be impossible to draw general conclusions about the
proper allocation of resources fo education, as opposed to within education.
A serious attempt to analyse, if not to quantify, some of these more elusive benefits
~of education would surely increase the usefulness of cost-benefit studies in
education. '

D. The importance of measures to reduce wastage

i The study by Blaug et al. is the first rate-of-return study which explicitly attempts

to measure the economic consequences of high wastage rates, and it demonstrates
“the severe costs that wastage imposes on society. Thus an attempt to reduce
“wastage and repeating in many developing countries is likely to significantly
.improve the relationship between benefits and costs of education. It is true that
a successful attempt to reduce wastage may increase tuition costs, but it will
“also reduce the forgone earnings of students, so that the net result is likely to
increase the rate of return.

‘E. The feasibility of cost-benefit analysis
in developing countries :

‘Lastly, perhaps not the least of the general lessons to be drawn from this case
‘study is that despite the existence of imperfections in the labour market, and
:despite considerable differences between industries in their wage levels and hiring
‘policies, there appears to be very marked consistency in the results of rate-of-return
_calculations based on different sources of earnings data in India. Altogether these
‘studies yielded over 200 estimates of the rate of return to different levels of educa-
‘tion, based on different assumptions, and on different sources of data. The actual
..magnitude of the rate of return differs, but the relative position or ranking of
“different types of education remains roughly the same, no matter what sources
:of data afe used, or what assumptions made about the impact of unemployment,
‘or of factors such as ability or social background on earnings.
“Harberger concluded his study with the statement:
' ‘It seems to me that a number of detailed surveys, yielding age-income
profiles of various types and levels of education, would surely be worth
. their cost. Their results would be exceedingly useful in the process of educ-
: ational planning in India, even though it is recognized that the goals and
rewards of education are not exclusively economic’.!

1. A. C. Harberger, op. cit., p. 33.
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The later studies have shown that more detailed studies may in fact provide -
considerable information about the extent of shortages and surpluses of educated
manpower, and the relative costs and benefits associated with different types and
levels of education, both for the individual and society.

This information can be used to judge the effects of an increase in the supply
of a particular category of educated manpower, the effects of a change in relative
earnings or a change in the level of fees charged in schools or colleges. In addition
the social rate of return gives the educational planner some guide as to the purely
economic consequences of the existing distribution of resources in education, and
the private rate of return helps to explain the demand of individuals for additional
education. To be sure, rates of return cannot provide the complete answer to
problems of resource allocation, simply because educational planning is trying
to satisfy many different objectives, and even economic benefits of education are
not fully measured by rates of return. The authors of one of the Indian studies
conclude that rates of return cannot by themselves constitute a sufficient basis for
educational planning, but that they are nevertheless useful, simply because:

‘individuals do' pay some attention to' the costs of schooling and to the
careers that different amounts and types of education will open up for them
and, secondly, because the earnings of educated members of the labour:
force may prowde the State with a rough guide to the economic contrlbutlon ‘
of education®.!

»Thus, the conclusion of this review of cost-benefit analysis of education mv
India is that it can provide some evidence on the implications of alternative;
allocations of resources, and also emphasize the importance of private returns;
in determining the demand for education, but it does not provide a panacea for-
planning problems. Also its usefulness will be increased if it is used in conjunction:

_with other analytical tools, such as analysis of labour market conditions, Perhaps!
the most important lesson from these studies is that planners should attempt to
take account of both the total opportunity costs and the effects on relative wages:
of any proposed educational project or expansion. Cost-benefit analysis of educ? -
tion in India does not provide wholly satisfactory answers to the problem of:
resource allocation, but it does provxde information on both these vitally xmportant
issues.

1. M. Blaug, P.R.G. Layard, M. Woodhall, op. cit., Ch. 1.

o 246

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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The use of cost-benefit analysis
to compare the rates of return
“at different educational levels

~ prepared by Maureen Woodhall

18



This study was prepared by Maureen Woodhall, IIEP. This case study, based on
a research memorandum prepared by the Rand Corporation, takes into account
valuable comments-made by several experts, including the author of the original
memorandum, Paul Schultz.
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Introduction

4

This case study examines a Research Memorandum, prepared for the U.S.
Agency for International Development by the Rand Corporation, which attempted
to evaluate education as a form of investment in Colombia.! The research memo-
randum presented estimates of the costs and benefits and the relative rates of
return for the three main levels of formal education in Colombia in terms of their
contribution to the future productive capacity of educated workers.

The study estimated the economic benefits of education accruing to individuals

. (men and women shown separately), and then compared these benefits with the

private costs of education to arrive at estimated private rates of return for primary,
secondary-general, secondary-vocational, and university education. Using the
estimated private benefits as a proxy-measure (and admittedly an imperfect
measure) of economic benefits to society as a whole, the author compared these

" benefits with the social costs of education to arrive at a social rate of return for

each educational level. The study did not attempt to measure the full social

-benefits of education; it explicitly omitted any estimate of indirect economic
_benefits and of social benefits; hence the author claims only to have estimated a
- ‘partial’ social rate of return. Part I of this case study will examine the estimates
_of private and social rates of return to educaiion in Colombia, emphasizing such

matters as the adequacy and reliability of the data, the types of methodologies

-employed, and their inherent limitations; Part II will consider the potential policy
-implications of the cost-benefit analysis for Colombia, and Part IIT will discuss
- possible lessons for other countries.

:

L. Estimates of the private and social rates of return

to education in Bogota, Colombia

A. The theoretical framework of the study

The Schultz study of Colombia for the most part adopted the same theoretical
‘ramework and assumptions as most previous cost-benefit studies of education,
ncluding, for example, those of T. W. Schultz (not to be confused with the
wthor of the Colombia study) and G. S. Becker.? In all these cases formal educa-

1. T. k. Schultz, ‘Returns to Education in Bogot4, Colombia’, Rand Corporation Memoran-
tum No. RM-5645/A1ID, September 1968. The figures used are in general those of September
-965. Where figures were not available at this time, earlier da*a were updated.

. 2. T. W. Schultz, ‘Investment in Human Capital’, American Economic Review, Vol. 51 No. 1, -

Aarch 1961; The Economic Value of Education, New York, Columbia University Press, 1963 and
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tion is treated as a type of ‘human capital formation’—that is, as an investment
of time and resources in the present which will increase productive capacity in the
future. Education is regarded both as a form of private investment, which will

‘increase the educated worker’s own earning capacity, and as a form of public

or social investment, which will increase the educated persons’s future contribution
to national income.

The conventional method of evaluating these two forms of mvestment is by
measuring benefits in terms of the additional earnings of educated workers -
(compared with less-educated workers) and comparing these benefits with the
costs of their extra education to give an estimate of the rate of return on the

investment in their education. A comparison of pre-tax earnings differentials and

the total costs of education to society as a whole (including expenditure on
teachers, books etc., the value of buildings, and the production forgone by society
because of the decision to educate students instead of enrolling them in the labour
market) gives the social rate of return to education. A comparison of post-tax
earnings differentials and the costs of education borne by the individual (including
fees, expenditure on books and earnings forgone) gives the private rate of return.

The rationale for measuring the economic benefits of education to society by

.individual earnings differentials is based on the basic premisg of classical zconomic

theory that the earnings of different types of labour 'measure their respective.
marginal productivity or their additions to the total national product. This
assumption, which is crucial to all cost-benefit analyses of education, is open to
many objections, particularly in developing countries where major imperfections
in the labour market and various structural factors in the whole economy distort
the relativ.nship between wages and the true marginal productivity of workers.
The shortcomings of this assumption, however, have been discussed at length
elsewhere, so will not be repeated here. The author of the Colombian cost-benefit
exercise nevertheless uses the assumption, although acknowledging its deficiencies..
He argues that ‘a more useful assumption about labour market behaviour or a: ~
better theory of value has yet to be developed, and with due reservations thlS'l '
study adopts the standard classical assumptions’.!
Schultz also acknowledges another weakness in the current methodology of
cost-benefit analysis. ‘For private and social decisions on allocating time and:
resources to various levels of education, one wants information about the expected;
future age-earnings profiles for those about to enter the educational system. Data}
and methods ... are not now availahje for estimating these expected tlme-senes;

_profiles of earnings.” Thus he assuies, like other studies, that cross- sectlonal

data showing the present earnings of workers of different ages, based on theu
past education; can be used to provide approximation for the expected juture?

1

1]

‘The.Rate of Return in Allocating Investment Resources to Education?,-Journal»o'f Humm%
Resources, Vol. 2, No. 3, summer 1967; and G. S. Becker, Human Capital: A Theoretical ani
Empirica' Analysis with Spec:at’ Reference to Education, New York, Columbia University Press
1964,

1. Returns to Education, op. cit., p. 4.
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life time earnings of many of today’s and tomorrow’s students. He emphasizes,
however, that cross-section data from the recent past ‘measure very different
relationships than those ideally sought for current decision-making’.!

The study does, however, make one departure from the standard methodology
of  cost-benefit analysis. Most previous estimates of the economic benefits of
education have used empirical data on annual earnings differentials as the basis
for estimating the extra lifetime earnings associated with a particular level of
education. However, Schultz points out that ‘the fact that schooling affects a
person’s productive capacity, increasing his potential earnings per hour worked,
may alter his allocation of time bctween work and leisure’.?> This is because
education increases the earnings of the educated worker, thus changing the relative
‘price’ of work and leisure, and this may cause him to.substitute work for leisure,
or vice versa, according to the relative satisfactions he obtains from each activity.

_ If an increase in annual (or weekly) earnings is taken as a measure of the effect
- of education on productive capacity this may be misleading, because the increased
" earnings will reflect both the workers’ higher productivity and his substitution
* between work and leisure. The latter is not, of course, necessarily dependent on
the level of education. Schultz therefore estimates the rate of return to cducation
_.using both weekly earnings and hourly earnings differentials as a basis for measur-
- ing benefits, in order to test how sensitive the results of the rate-of-return analysis
_are to possxble substitutions between work and leisure. However, even this
. refinement leaves many problems unsolved, as Schultz himself points out: ‘The
~dual analysis undertaken here of both hourly and weekly earnings implicitly
- assumes that people select the number of hours they want to work and to devote
. to leisure activities independently of their educational attainment, and that the
: disutility of their work opportunities is unaltered by their schooling. Neither of
- these assumptions can be defended as realistic, bit empirical work needed to
~formulate more realistic assumptions and- quantify them has not yet been
- undertaken’.! .

But these assumptions are unrealistic. Education does often change the satisfac-
i tion to be derived from work, by providing opportunities for more agreeable
~work. Becker showed that an estimate of the private rate of return should include
as economic benefits of education both the increased earnings of educated workers
:(the monetary benefits), and any increase in the psychological benefits of their
“work.?> However, the methods of measuring psychological benefits of different
‘kinds of work are still very primitivé. Another weakness of this assumption is

“:that individuals may not voluntarily choose the distribution of their time between
‘work and leisure where there are prescribed hours of work for particular jobs or
when there are high rates of unemployment.

Some of the earliest studies of the rate of return to education simply measured

\ 1. Returns to Edueation, op: cit., p. 9,
2. Ibid., p. 5.
3. Becker, op. cit., p. 38.
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the economic benefits of education in terms of the total difference in lifetime
earnings of the highly and less educated. This ignored the fact that earnings are
dependent not only on differences in education but on differences in other factors,
such as family and social background, natural ability, occupation, and region of
work. Ideally the economic benefits of education should be measured by earnings
differentials between workers identical in every respect except education, but this
would require such a large survey of incomes and such sophisticated methods of
multiple regression analysis that it is impossible in most countries. Therefore
many examples of cost-benefit analysis simply adjust the observed earnings differ-
entials of educated workers by an arbitrary coefficient to make some allowance

- for these non-educational factors.?

Schultz assumes that earnings are determined by five factors: age, éducation,
sex, family income other than that earned by the worker himself, and the number
of years since he left his birth-place if he is a rnigrant. Thus he ignores some of

‘the factors that may help to determine earnings, such as occupation and natural

ability, but his estimates of the econotnic benefits of schooling are nevertheless a
considerable improvement.

Another shortcoming of the assumption that economic benefits of education
can be measured in terms of differential wage rates is that in many developing
countries unemployment and underemployment are heavy and therefore may
reduce considerably-the actual number of hours and weeks a worker may actually
be employed during his lifetime. Schultz recognizes the importance of this problem
in Colombia; the survey data on which his earnings estimates are based included
about 11 per cent unemployed, and in addition he reduced the observed hourly
earnings of workers to allow for some underemployment, before calculating rates
of return.?

Two further major limitations of the study must be borne i pund in jnterpreting
the significance of its results. While it is no doubt true that the labour survey used :
in the study was relatively better than most such surveys in developing countrxes, ;
the sample was nevertheless a fairly small one. More important, perhaps, is the_,j
fact that it was confined to the capital city of Bogota, where wage levels and !
relationships are probably quite different from those in the bulk of Colombia.

Therefore, while the author accepted most of the classical theory and conven-,
tional assumptions used in cost-benefit analysis, he was very much aware of their'
weaknesses and these of the statistical basis he had to use. The extent to which
these limitations should affect_the interpretation of estimates of the rate of returni
to education in Colombia or in other countries is discussed in Parts II and L

1. The most commonly used value of the ‘« coefficient’, as it is often called, is 0.66, which;

‘assumes that two-thirds of the extra earnings of educated workers is attributable to education’

alone. This value was chosen, arbitrarily, by E. Denison in The Soufces of Economic Growth

in the U.S. and the Alternatives Before Us, but has since received some empirical support fromf

multivariate analysis of income determinants in the U.S. No information is available, hOWever,

to suggest the most likely value for this coefficient in developmg countries. :
2 See Returns to Education, op. cit., p. 11.

'



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

R > w
f

18. Colombia

B. The estimation of benefits

Data on earnings of male and female workers in.Colombia were obtained from
a household labour force survey of Bogota, carried out in September 1965 by the
Centro de Estudios sobre Desarrollo Econdémico of the Universidad de los
Andes, Bogota.! A sample of 684 males and 316 females, of ten years or over,
were asked for information which included age-group, income, family income,
hours worked, age of leaving native city, and period of unemployment.

Data drawn from the labour survey were used by the author of the cost-benefit
analysis, first, to calculate regression coeflicients between the reported income
or earnings of the interviewed workers (assumed: to be the dependent variable)
and the five independent variables, and then to construct synthetic ‘age-education-
earnings profiles’ for each of the four levels of schooling and for workers with
no schooling (on ‘he assumption that- earnmgs were proportionately related to
the other variables).?

The regression analysis suggested that earnings were positively related to age
and to education, except that vocational schooling appeared to have had little
effect on men’s earnings and primary education showed no .effect on women’s

- earnings.® On the other hand, there was no indication that the length of residence

in Bogota affected earnings. In other words, although it is coramonly believed
that migrants earn less than workers born in a given place, the survey does not

1. The reliability of these data is discussed in R. Sligton, Urban Employment in Colombia.
Measurement, Characteristics, and Policy Prablems, RM-5393-AID, Rand Corporation, January

- 1968.

2. 1t was assumed that earnings (¥) werc a function of the independent variables:

= years of schooling in the jth level, wheie'j = 1 ... 4

= age group, measured in terms of six groups, i = 1 ... 6

= number of years since left native city, a proxy for years of residence in Bogota.
= other sources of family incorue, and an error term, (.

" ‘The earnings funcuon was assumed to be:

;Logy = 31+2321512‘331AI+B¢R+P‘

i=i

The first stage of the exerc1se was to calculate the four regression coefficients, 38, B, Ba and By,
. using ordinary least squares regression analysis. Synthetic age-earnings profiles were then con-
“structed. Because of the assumed form of the earnings function, for instance the assumption
i that the variables age and schooling are additive in iheir effect, these ‘synthetic profiles’ differ
-in some respects from observed age-education-earnings profiles in other countries, particularly
“with respect to the peak age of earnings. This however has very httle effect on the estimation of
‘rates of return.

3. Schultz suggests two explanations for the apparent lack of effect of primary education on

“female earnings: first, most of the womien covered by the survey who had only a primary education
ior none at all were employed as domestic servants in Bogotd; second, the quality of primary

:schooling varies so much in Colombia that little market value is attached to poss :ssion of primary
-education. This illustrates the difficulty of generalizing about the economic ber.efits of education
‘when information is available only for workers in one particular occupation, or where education
‘nominally the same in fact differs considerably from one school to another. (This is also the case
‘for “university’ education in Colombia, which in many institutions is in fact substantially below
what is generally accepted as university level.)

233



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Educational cost analysis in action: case studies for planuers

support this belief. Similarly, the income of the workers’ family appeared to have
little effect on men’s earnings, although women from a family with high income
earned less than others, suggesting that cther sources of family income may have
had a disincentive effect for female workers.

The age-earnings prufiles constructed from this data are shown in Figure 1.
It shows the hourly earnings of men and women by level of education, after -
downward adjustment for unemployment and underemployment. No allowance
is made for non-monetary income except in the case of female domestic workers,
who receive a large part of their total earnings in the form of free lodgings and
food. No evidence was available as to the extent of such ‘fr’1ge benefits’, but it
was thought that two-thirds of the total earnings of female domestic servants
were received in kind, so that observed earnings were adjusted on this basis.
Other workers may also receive s.ostantial fringe benefits fro::: employment, and
if these are related to education, the earnings differentials derived from the
age-education-earnings profiles in Figure | will under—esumate the financial benefits
of education in Bogota.

Next, the earnings were analysed from the point of view of the social benefits
of education—those benefits, economic or non-economic, thal accrue to society
as a whole, including some which are not captured by the individual in the form

~of higher earnings.

One important difference between social and private benefits results from the
incidence of income tax, which reduces the direct financial rewards of education
for the individual but not for society, since society as a whole benefits from the
higher taxes paid by the educated worker. Another important difference is that
social benefits inciude various ‘externz!’ effects, or ‘spill-over benelfits’, of educa-
tion of both an economic and non-economic nature. Schultz provides no evidence
about the average taxes paid by educated workers in Colombia and makes no’
adjustment for them in calculating benefits.’ o

He provides a short discussion of some of the possible external effects of :
education, treating them in a general way and not investigating their magnitude§
in Colombia. However, he points out that while primary education may produceé
external benefits for society by providing a literate population which may bring!
political benefits, or by reducing disparities in personal incomes and thus allevxat-l
ing social turmoil and tension’, and, perhaps most important, by reducing the
high birth-rate, there is'no evidence that neglecting the external benefits of educa-;
tion will lead to under-estlmates of the benefits of higher, relative to prlmary
or secondary education.

Since the main objective of the cost-benefit exercise is to compare the costs and
benefits of different types of education, rather than to evaluate education as a

- whole in relation to other forms of social investment, the neglect of external

benefits is not crucial, provided there are no substantial differences in the external

benefits associated with different levels or types of education. It is perfectly

1. He considered nominal income tax schedules as an unreliable indicator in developing
countries.
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possible that while education creates certain indirect political, social or economic
benefits, such as a literate electorate, or a reduction in the birth-rate in an over-
populated country, there are no significant differences between the external benefits
of primary and secondary education. But the question of external benefits would
be important if one were comparing the rate of return of education with the rate
of return on health expenditure, or irrigation programmes, since it is unknown
how the external benefits of education and health or irrigation compare.

C. The estimation of costs

1. Private costs .

Private costs of education include direct expenditure by individuals on fees,
books, etc., as well as indirect costs borne by the individual in the form of forgone
earnings. Schultz used the earnings data described in the preceding section to
estimate earnings forgone, and also used estimates of private expenditures on
education collected in 1961/62 in a sample survey of 2,680 families.’

Table I shows the estimates of private costs of schooling in Bogota, broken down
into direct costs and opportunity costs (i.e. the opportunity cost of student time,
as measured by earnings forgone). Schultz gives no estimation of the reliability
of the direct costs, but he does point out that ‘much uncertainty surrounds’ the
estlmate of opportunity cost of student time. Slrlctly speaking, such an estimate
requires an estimate of the value of their time in the next best alternative use.
The use of earnings forgone as a measure of opportumty cost assumes that the
student has the opportunity to work if not in school, and assumes that he is not
working part-time while at school. Because of the uncertainty of both these
assumptions in Colombia, Schultz makes three aiiernative estimates of the total
opportunity cost of education. The first (which is shown in Table 1) is that earningsf
forgone, directly derived from the earnings data, measure the opportunity cost;
of students’ time but that the time of primary-school pupils has no alternative:
value; in addition; he calculates a high and a low alternative value in order tc’

.- see how sensitive.the rate of return to schooling is to alternative assumptlon‘ '
~ about ‘opportunity cost. ;

2. Social costs

The public or social costs of education include all expenditures on teachers, books:
furniture, materials and maintenance, and the value of school buildings, as wel

1. Guillermo Franco Comacho, Rendimiento de la Inversin en Educacidn en Colombia, Centri
de Estudios sobre Desarrollo Econdémico, Universidad de los Andes, Bogotd, Colombia, Jul;
1964. In order to allow for the effects of price changes between 1961/62, the time of-.the cos
survey, and 1965, the time of the earnings survey, Stuultz inflated the cost estimates by 63 pe
cent, the increase in the Bogotd price index durng the period.
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TABLE 1. Estimated cost of schooling in Bogota (in pésos of September 1965)

Total costs
Direct costs Opportunity costs! of schooling
Years of . " Assumed
schooling : age Male  Female Mauale  Female Male Female
Primary
1 9 633 536 633 536
2 10 689 616 689 616
3 1 750 708. 750 708
4 12 816 815 : 816 413
5 13 888 934 ' 888 934
Secondary (both courses)? .
1 : ’ i4 954 1016 4423 8878 1396 1903
2 15 1025 1105 553 968 1578 2073
3 16 1101 1202 691 1056 1792 2258
4 17 1181 1305 . 864 1152 2045 2 457
5 18 1286 1372 . 1 080 1256 2366 2628
6 19 1400 1443 1 350 1370 2750 2813
University N
20 1524 1517 2759 2506 4283 4023
2 21 1 659 1595 4567 3280 6223 4875
3 22 1 804 1677 5856 4200 7660 5877
4- . 23 1964 1763 6298 4404 8262 6167
5 24 2138 1854 6777 44618 8915 6472
" Vocational \
1 . i4 1510 1432 2759 2506 4269 3938
2 15 1707 1 620 4 567 3280 6274 4900
3 16 1903 1811 5856 4200 71759 6011

- 1. It is assumed that no opportunity costs are associated with primary-school attendance.

2. Academic and technical.

-~ 3. At first sight the relationship between the opporlumty costs for men and women at the secondary level
seems ruther strunge. However, a study of the regression functions shows that women with primary
education rearn one and a third times more per hour than men with primary education, and this is
roughly equal to lhc average relationship between the opportunity costs of the two sexes at secondary
level. .

-as the production lost by society because students are at school rather than work-
-ing. To estimate the social cost of educationin Colombia is complicated because
-of the diversity of organizations and individuals concerned in the financing of
-education. Government expenditure on education is divided betwecin central
-government departments and the municipalities. In addition, education is sub-
“stantially financed by religious and other private organizations, but there are -no
-réliable data on these non-governmental expendltures nor on the value of school
buildings.

" And because of the high rate of student drop-outs and repetmon particularly
.in primary schools, real cost of a completed primary-school course is far greater
“'than would appear if total expenditure is simply divided by enrolments. This
problem is particularly acute in developing countries and has more effect on

: estimates of the rate of return to education than some of the other possible

" sources of error or bias. For instance, because of wastage, it takes, on average,

-
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the equivalent of 14 years of instructional cost to produce one qualified primary-
school leaver in urban areas in Colombia, as against the norm of fivz years.'
Thus the effect of wastage is to almost treble the costs of a complete primnary
schooling (if one charges the full costs only to those who finish). Moreover, if
it takes the typical pupil 6 or 7 years to complete the five grades, thic will also
postpone his employment and thereby reduce the benefits. All these factors added
together reduce the rate of return to primary education in Bogota considerably.

There are two ways of treating this drop-out and repeater problem in an analysis
of this sort. One way is to count only students who have completed a particular
cycle and to charge a/l educational costs to them. This assumes, of course, that
those who dropped out along the way would never enjoy extra earnings benefits
from their incompleted schooling. While this may be a plausible and convenient
assumption with respect to pupils who leave school before even learning to read
or to add and subtract numbers, it is a very dubious assumption with respect to
those who leave secondary school or the university before completing their
courses, for they presumably learned something of value which may improve
their earnings. The practical effect of adopting this first approach is to arrive at
a lower rate of reiurn, since cost per completed student will be higher and no
provision is made for the income benefits of non-completers.

The second way, and the one used by Schultz, is not to limit the analysis to
completers but rather to include everyone who has attended any portion of a
given educational cycle. Thus, a person with two years of secondary schooling
completed is included in the labour force sample, and his earnings are regressed
against the secondary schooling variable of two. The regression estimate of the
earnings effect of secondary schooling is, therefore, expressed in terms of years
of school completed, not in terms of graduatjon. This procedure makes a direct
adjustment for the somewhat lower probable return to initial and intermediate
years of secondary education compared .to the final year, in proportion to the:
frequency of initial and intermediate drop-outs in the labour force sample. For,
this reason, the drop-out rate did not seem to him to present an insurmountable-
problem for this form of cost-benefit analysis. But even this modification is not:
without its defects. For example, it fails to take account of the high cost of repeaters:
and their delay in entering the labour force; it implies educational benefits for large:
numbers of early primary-school drop-outs that may not in fact exist: and it;
results in not really giving a true comparison of the relative rates of return of a
Jull primary, secondary and university education.. However, it does compare the
rate of return to investments in primary, secondary and university education.

Schultz is well aware of the various problems and of the imperfections of his.

_ solutions, but he is correct in pointing out that some of the inevitable errors

may be partially off-setting. For example, primary-school costs tend to be under-
stated because of the drop-out and repeater factor, whereas corresponding

1. Ministerio de Educacién Nacional, Oficina Administrativa para Programas Educativos
Conjuntos O.A.P.E.C. Toma 1, Bogotd, 1967, p. 51.
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~ understatement: of cost at the secondary and university levelsresult from neglecting

church contributicns to e:ducation,
In the absence of better data, his estimates of the social cost of education in
Rogota are derived simply by dividing total government expenditure on education

- by enrolment, including all students in publicly supported schools and half the

number in private schools. The results are shown in Table 2. These cannot be
considered an accurate estimate of the real resource costs of schooling in Colombia,

kut they do reveal certain significant patterns, such as the fact that the cost of °
- seceadary education per pupil is approximately four times the unit cost of primary

education, while the unit cost of university education is forty times that of primary
education.
/

" TaBLE 2. Colombia: estimated annual expendxtures per student at various educatxonal levels,
1962, and estimated social costs of education, 1965 (in U.S.5)!

Primary Secondary Higher
education education education
Total government operating cost,
divided by students in 1962 in:
Public schools : 209, 1037 10539
. Public and private schools 155 377 4152
" Estimated social cost per student, 19652 290 1131 11 750

* 1, Though the private costs and bencfits refer only to Bogotd whilst the social costs refer to the whale

" of Cotombia, the likely error is not very great as there is unlikely to be any au,mf;c.snt d1fferenc¢: in
the cost to the government of primary schools in different parts of the country

i 2.°1962 government expenditure divided by public school enrolment + 50 % of private school enrolment.
mflnu.d by 1965 cost-of-fiving index.

. SOURCE ~ Refurns to Education, op. cit.,, pp. 35 and 36.

" - Some refinements to these cost estimates would have been possible with further
‘research, but in some instances (such as capital costs) it might not have had a very
_significant effect on the estimates of rates of return. For example, Schultz shows
rtotal government expenditure, broken down into operating costs and investment
“costs. The annual cost per student should strictly include not only operating costs

‘;_but the estimated yearly value of all existing buildings and equipment. One solution

‘to capital cost problems would have been.to make alternative estimates of the
-imputed rent of school and university capital, based on =3 uma?ed amortization
‘of 1962 investment costs over the assumed life of the buildings and equipment.
But previous studies have shown that estimates of ‘hé social rate of return to
“aducation are relatively insensitive to alternative assumptions about capital
;costs—the reason being that current costs typically far exceed capital costs in
“the total unit costs of education. On the other hand, if good data on drop-outs
*and repeaters were. available for Colombia and had been worked into the cost
i.3stimates to give the average cost per successful graduate, this might have made
1.1 significant difference in the rate-of-return estimate.

259



ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Educational cost analysis in action: case studies for planners

D. The private and social rates of return

The purpose of this analysis of costs and benefits, as noted earlier, was to compare
the rates of return to different levels of education.! Because of the alternative
assumptions about the opportunity cost of students’ time, and also because. of
the use of both weekly and hourly earnings as a measure of benefits, there is a
wide range of alternative estimates of the rate of return. Nevertheless, a general
pattern emerges which shows clearly the relative yield of each form of investment
for the individual. Table 3 shows the estimated private rate of return to the four
main types of education in Colombia, based on the average hourly earnings of
men, adjusted for unemployment and under-employment, and based on the
estimates of private costs shown in Table | (taking the ‘middle’ assumption about
opportunity costs), and the range of values, for both men and women, based on
alternative assumptions about costs or benefits.

The value of the rate of return to each level of education depends largely on .
‘the assumptions adopted about costs, but is less sensitive to changes in the

assumptions about benefits. For example, the assumption that weekly earnings
provide a better measure of economic benefit than hourly earnings reduces the
rate of return to secondary education by only one percentage point, but the.
alternative assumptions about the level of opportunity cost produce a variation
of ten percentage points. However, whatever assumptions are adopted, the ranking’
of the four levels of education remains the same; vocational and secondary educa-’
tion offer the highest rates of return, primary schooling has a high rate of return’
for men but indicates no monetary benefit for women, and umvers:ty education
offers a very low private rate of return to both men and women.?

The very high rates of return to vocational schooling deserve some comment.:

The data on earnings showed that the earnings of workers with vocational;
schooling were similar to or lower than the earnings of secondary-school leavers,:

but since their education required on average only three years after pnmary~

school instead of six for secondary, the rate of return is very much higher than:
for secondary schooling. However, the vocational-schooling category is verw
mixed, and the numbers in the sample were too small to allow a more detaxled
breakdown, so it is impossible to say which type of vocational education offers
the highest rewards, although Schultz observes that ‘casual empiricism suggests
that the foreign language secretary and the bilingual clerk make a handsome

return on their short period of vocational training’.? g
!

1. The internal rate of rcturn is a measure of the ‘yield’ of an investment, and represents the
interest, or discount, rate which makes the present vajue of expected future benefits equwa}em
to the present value of costs.

2. This does not mean, of course, that additional education did not enable people to earr
consnderably higher incomes. As seen in Table 1, the 2 erage earnings of people who had attendec
primary, secondary and higher educauon, respectively, were reughly in the ratio of 3 to 10 tc
20. However, the rate-of-return calculations also take into account the magnitude of costs, anc
it is this which explains the relatively low rate of return to university education.

3. Returns to Education, op. cit., p. 29.
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TasLE 3. Estimated private rates of return to schooling in Bogota, 1965

Secondary Vocationat University

Primary over over over over

no schooling primary primary secondary

Based on adjusted hourly wages of men 24 © 343 52.5 - 44
Range of values for men, according

to alternative assumptions 167 288 42.8 3.6

) ) to 18.4 to 38.3 to 59.1 to 5.2

Range of values for women 13.6 41.6 4.6

nil to 21.1 to 63.8 to 6.2

SOURCE  Returns to Education, op. cit., p. 28 Table 7.

The hypothesis that education affects the distribution of time between work
and leisure receives some support from this evidence. If weekly earnings are used

- as the basis for measuring earnings differentials,. the rate of return is increased

by two percentage points in the case of primary schooling but is reduced in the

" case of the subsequent levels. of ¢ducation. This suggests—if one assumes the

initial earnings data to be accurate—that primary schooling may induce men to

“work longer hours than workers with no education, but that additiosial education
“has the opposite effect of reducing the number of hours worked.

Having presented these estimates of the private rate of return, Schultz

- emphasized three possible sources of bias, which are to some extent offsetting.
: Firstly, the fact that the rates of return are based on cross-section data from the
* past may produce an under-estimate of the firture benefits of education if wage
. rates rise in the future as a result of rising productivity in the economy. On the
“other hand, he ignored the downward effect of taxation on net private earnings;’
. strictly speaking, private rates of return should be based on afier-tax earnings
- diffeventials, which measure the monetary benefits that actually accrue to the
‘individual." If the rates of return for Colombia had been based on after-tax
:earnings, the rates of return, particularly for university education, would have
“been lower, but it is impossible to determine by how much without detailed
-information on the incidence of taxation.

Thirdly, the fact that other factors, such as family background which may

“help to determine earnings have been ignored in this analysis leads also to an
“over-estimate of the returns to education. Schultz observes that in Colombia
~:sschooling is likely to go to those with wealth and economic and social position
“in society; and this élite is also likely to influence the earnings, advancement,

;and success of its offspring by various actions’.? This source of bias is likely to

:be particularly important for those with university education, which: suggests

:that even the low private rate of return of 4 per cent is an over-estimate.
When he turns to the estimation of social rates of return, Schultz emphasizes

7 1. The validity of this approach will be discussed in Part IIL
.. 2. Returns to Education, op. cit., p. 29.
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TasLE 4. Estimates of private and social rates of return to education in Cotombia

Primary Secoudary Vacational University
For men: .
Private rate of return 18.4 34.3 52.5 4.4
Social rate of return ) 15.3 26.5 354 2.9
For women: X
Private rate of return ) nil 16.0 54.7 -5
Social rate of return nil 13.5 39.8 3.6

SOURCE  Returns to Educgtion, op. cit., pp. 28 and 36,

the uncertainty surrounding both the social benefits and social costs, and for this
reason calls his estimates ‘partial social rates of return’. His calculations of social
rates of return are based only on the adjusted hourly wages. Table 4 shows the
estimates of both the private and social rate of return, based on adjusted hourly
earnings of men and women.

As expected, the social rates of return are consistently lower than the
corresponding private rates, which reflects the public subsidy of education. The
ranking of the four levels of education remains the same.

E. Evaluation of the methodology of the exercise

The preceding sections have already pointed out some of the shortcomings of

-the estimates of costs and benefits in this study—shortcomings which the author-

himself was careful to emphasize.

This study of rate-of-return analysis has, however, one important strength—the
use of sensitivity analysis to show the significance for rates of return of alternative:
* assumptions about costs and benefits. This demonstrated that over- or under-
estimation of the rate of return due to neglect of a change in the number of hours:
worked as a result of additional schooling was not very serious, but that adopting!
alternative assumptions about opportunity costs had a significant effect on rates;

of return.

On the dther hand, there are two methodological weaknesses in the analysns ;

the neglect of the effect of taxation on private rates of return and the neglect:

of repeating. For purposes of international comparisons of private rates of return,’

it could be justifiable to calculate private rates of return on the basis of pre-tax,
earnings, since country differences in the structure of taxation, particularly the
distribution of tax burdens between direct and indirect taxes, may make mter-
national comparison of the private returns of education affer direct taxation
misleading. If, however, the purpose-of calculating private rates of return is to
throw light on the economic incentives to acquire different types of education in
one particular country, the incidence of taxation should clearly be taken into
account, and by failing to do so, this study over-estimates private returns.
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Wastage, as commonly defined, includes both repeaters and drop-outs. The
author makes no allowance for the costs of repetition, which is high in Colombia,
and thus he over-estimates somewhat the rates of return, especially at the primary
level where repetition is perhaps greatest. However, he did take account of both
the costs of drop-outs and the benefits accruing to them, by inctuding in his
earnings sample persons who entered but did not complete a given cycle. Thus
his rates of return refer to the total returns from a given level of education. This
is exactly what policy-makers “vant to know. They are not interested in the rates
of return of those who pass and those who fail, because the system produces a
composite output of passes, failures and drop-outs. A decision cannot be taken
to invest only in people who will complete a given level of education.

One final comment should be made about the estimation, in this study, of
the rate of return to women’s education. The earnings sample included only

those who were ‘working or in search of work’. In view of the lower labour force
. g

participation rate for women some allowance should be made when calculating
rates of return for the lower probability of women joining the labour force. In
fact the application of cost-benefit analysis to women’s education is complicated
by the fact that the direct benefits are usually lower than for men because of lower

“iabour force participation rates while the indirect benefits, especially ‘inter-genera-
~ tion’ effects, may be higher. Much more work remains to be done before useful

comparisons can be made between rates of return to education for men and
women.

“11. The use of rate-of-return analysis

for decision-making in Colombia'

_ The justification for analysing expenditure on education in terms of economic
" costs, benefits and rates of return is twofold, according to Schultz:

‘It is assumed that a fundamental objective of educational policy is to increase
the productivity of social resources in general, and enhance labour’s pro-
ductivity in particular. Information on the social and private returns to
education ure both relevant to the task of designing educational policy, for
the social return signals the priorities for an efficient allocation of the society’s

1. Although these conclusions refer to rates of return in Colombia the data refer only to the
capital, Bogotd. Wages and salaries are likely to be considerably lower outside Bogota, partic-

.ularly amongst those with little education, Thus the ‘rates of return for primary, and to some

extent for secondary and vocational, education for the whnle of Colombia will be lower than

' ;calculated. However, because of the very wide differences among the rates of return of the
.respective levels, the order of ranking would be unlikely to be different.
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resources, and the private return reflects the inducements to individuals to
invest their resources in acquiring an education and applying their new skills
to domestic employments ... In planning educational policy a country con- i
tends with two issues: what is the best social allocation of resources with_.___. ./
regard to education, and how can people be motivated to acquire and to use
their education in employments where social returns are highest.’!
The study draws some conclusions from the cost-benefit analysis for both

areas of policy-making, although stressing that ‘the basis of this study is much

too limited to support detailed suggestions or normative. judgements as to the -

direction of Colombian educational policy’.2

A. Conclusions on social resource allocation

The conclusions cait be summarized as a justification for increasing the resources
allocated to education, and as a suggestion that these resources be re-distributed -
in favour of primary, secondary and vocational, rather than university, education. -
Although rates of return in other countries are not strictly comparable, it is
interesting to note that the comparison between the estimated Colombian rates
of return and available estimates for other Latin American countries in Table 5
shows that the rate of return to secondary education is highest in Colombia,
while the returns to university education are lowest. In this connexion it should
be noted also that the rate of expansion of higher education in recent years has
'exceeded the rate of growth of primary, secondary or vocational schools in Colom-
bia. Cost-beneﬁt considerations do not appear to justify this distribution of
resources. If measures of the social rate of return to education are taken as a-
reflection of the relative economic profitability of investing additional resources
in each level of education, then purely economic considerations would suggest a
greater expansion of vocational, secondary and primary education. This argument’
does not rest upon the absolute magnitude of the rate of return, which as we-
have seen varies according to different assumptions, but on the ranking of the four
- types of education, which remains the same whatever assumptions are adopted.
; One other possible justification for substantial public investment in higher
/ - education remains {7 be considered, namely, the possibility that university educa-
tion offers greater indirect (or ‘external’) benefits than other levels of education,
for, as has been emphasized earlier, all these measures of rates of return include
only direct monetary returns. Schultz, however, points out that if this is the’
justification for .investing in higher education, a continued policy of general:
public subsidy of all types of higher education may not be the best means of:

1. Returns to Education, op. cit., pp 36 and 41 . oo

2. Ibid., p. 45. /- ’

3. Schultz cites annual rates_of expansion . bctween 1950 and 1962 of 8.5 per cent for pnmary-
school enrolments, 10.7 per cent for general secondary and vocational schools, and 11.5 per cent
(between 1959 and 1964) for universities.
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TasLE 5. Estimated rates of return to education in four Latin American countries

Colombia  Colombia . Venezuela

. 1965 1965 Mexico Chile 1957

private social 1963 - 1959 social

rate rate private social rate

Edueational level (in Bogotd) (in Bogotd) rate rate (urban)

Primary over none ' 18 15 45 24 82
Middle over primary! 17 29

Secondary over middle, or primary - . 34 27 15 17 17

University over secondary 5 3 40 12 23

1. In Colombia and Venczucla secondary education includes the level called ‘middle’ in Mexico and Chile.
In the two latter countries the rate of return to secondary over primary Schooling would be higher
than over middle, or approximately the average of sccondary over middle and middle over primary.
(N.B. The rates of return are not additive. so that the return to sccondnry over prlmary is not
cquivalent to middle over primary plus matriculation over middle.)

SOURCE  Returns to Education, op. cit.. p. 38. Table 9
Colombia: -In this study, rates for men on basis of adjusted hourly wages.
Mexico: M. Carnoy. ‘Rates of Return to Schooling in Latin America’. Jawrnal of Human
Resources. Vol. II, No. 3, Summer 1967, p. 368. Table 7. )

. Chile: A. Harberger and M. Seclowsky, *Key Factors in Economic Growth in Chile’. paper
: presented at Cornell University Conference, ‘Next Decade in Latin American Develop-
N ment?, April 1966 (Minico), .
Veneczuela: C. Shoup. The Fiscal System, Venezuela, Baltimore. John Hopkin Press, 1956.

* achieving these benefits. ‘If it is believed that the social externalities of training
. and maintaining a large pool of university-schooled manpower are important
. objectives of the society that will, over the years, yield high returns, then new

pohcnes are required to attract these human resources and raise their returns
* within the domestic labour market.”!

+ B. .Conclusions on private resource allocation

. The private rate of return provides useful information for the policy-maker, not
' only on the effects of different patterns of social resource allocation but on the
¢ financial incentives for private individuals to acquire university education” and
i work in Colombia. The private rate of return as estimated in this study, under’
i 4 per cent, is very low. This is likely to be well below the alternative rate of return
! that could be earned on savings if invested in banks or in some other form. This
= means that individuals who do invest in themselves, or their children, by paying

b

'fffor university education may eventuslly end up trying.to increase their rate of
- return by seeking better-paid employment outside Colombia. This appears to be
; the case. No detailed study of ‘brain drain’ from Colombia has been attempted,

¢ but Schultz points out that ‘from the high rate of exodus of Colombians applying

l""for immigration visas to the United States in the period 1961-63 a recent Pan--
American Health Organization study inferred that the professional brain drain—

i-particularly doctors, engineers, and technically trained university graduates—was

L. Returns to Education, op. cit., p. 50.
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of more serious proportions than in any other major Latin American country’.!

Schultz therefore suggests that ‘until the private rate of return to higher educa-
tion is manifestly greater than it is today, public policy may be more effective if
it seeks directly to subsidize persons engaged in activities where external benefits
are presumed to be important, rather than continue to underwrite the costs of
university training for all students some of whom are likely to emigrate upon
graduation for more remunerative jobs abroad’.?

C. Policy conclusions : two alternative methods
of interpretation

This study of rates of return in Colombia suggests two diiferent courses of action
that may be profitable for either the state or the individual. On the one hand, the
individual or the state may choose to accept the rates of return thus estimated
as data, and make allocative decisions in the light of differences in rates of return. '
Thus cost-benefit analysis would suggest that the government of Colombia should ~
reduce the rate of expansion of university education, and that many individuals
should choose w0 go to vocational schools rather than universities. It suggests
also that those individuals who did choose a university education would do so
largely for non-economic reasons, such as social prestige. Undoubtedly this is
one factor explaining the high rate of private demand for -higher education.
Another factor, of course, is that in practice people do not ordinarily base their
decision as to whether to go to the university on a fine calculation of the com-
parative rates of return on this as against alternative forms of investing their
private resources. So far as economic considerations are concerned, they are
likely to be much more impressed by the (more evident) fact that absolute earnings :
of university-educated people average about twice as.high as for secondary- :
educated persons, and nearly ten times as high as for persons who have oaly :
attended primary school. But to look only at these earnings differentials is to;
neglect the high costs of a university education, particularly earnings forgone. !
On the other hand, the estimated rates of return can' be regarded as variables |
which can be altered by taking actions designed to widen the spread betweenf_
costs and benefits. Thq.s,'in Colombia, the apparent low social rates of return;é
to university education might prompt the government to take steps toward both ,
reducing the high costs of university education and improving the utilization of |
university-level personnel i the economy. Similarly, the low private rates of |
return might prompt individuals to try to raise their own expected rate of return }

- to university education by seeking more remuneratlve employment outsxde

Colombia.

1. Remrn's to Education; op. cit., p. 37. Source: Inter-American Development Bank, Social:
Progress Trust Fund Fifth Annnal Report 1965, Washmgton D.C., 1966, p. 236.
2. Returns to Education, op cit., p. 49.
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III. General lessons for educational planning

The main purpose of this case study has been to see what lessons from Colonibia’s
cost-benefit experience may provide useful guidance for other developing countnes
that may be considering such an approach. ‘

A. Some general qualifications

At the outset we must call attention to three important caveats concerning the
limitations of educational cost-benefit studies at the present state of the art,
which are well illustrated by the Colombia study.

First, cost-benefit studies, as in this case, usually try to measure only the
direct economic benefits of education accruing to individuals and to society. They
explicitly exclude indirect (so-called ‘exiernal’) benefits of both an economic and
social character, which may in many instances be very substantial. Thus, by
definition, a cost-benefit study is likely to under-estimate the total benefits of all

- sorts, and the roral rate of return in this broader sense, accruing from a given

investment in education. This is especially the case with respect to primary educa-
tion and to various types of education of ‘women. The educational planner cannot

* ignore these important social and indirect economic considerations; he must weigh

them as best he can in addition to the cxrcumscnbed results of a .cost-benefit

- analysis.

The second caveat is that a cost-benefit analysis is based on factual evidence

. from the present and the past, whercas the educational planner and policy-maker
- must deal with the future. Also, cost-benefit analysis deals with broad cumulative
- querages from the past, whereas .the planner.and policy-maker are concerned
© with marginal changes in the future allocation of educational resources. Thus’
: they must make judzements as to the incremental benefits that will fow from

Q

RI

© incremental investments in one or another educational direction. For example,
- given a certain amount of additional resources to dispose of, they must decide
- how these can be imost profitably distributed as between primary, general-second-
. ary, vocational, and university education; or between ;ural and urban schools;
. or_between formal and non-formal training. A cost-benefit study can provide
. some useful rough-and-ready clues about the best educational areas for expansion
~ at the moment {in so far as the average rate of return from past investment happens
. to be reasonably close to what the future return would be on a new marginal
> investment) but it is even then of little help in deciding how-much to expand in
“any one promising direction before diminishing returns set in.

* Finally, quite apart from the foregoing limitations, a cost-benefit studymevxtably
. runs the risk of being a statistical *house of cards’. The inherent logic of the exercise

- requires that a wide assortment of data be employed and that a wide variety of

. crucial assumptions be made. There is wide margin for error in most of these,
; and while some errors may cancel others, certain basic errors can be cumulative.

X
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Therefore the reliability of the final rate-of-return estimates is only as good as the
data and assumptions on which it is based. Unfortunately, at the present time, the
necessary data are quite sparse in most developing countries, and much research
is still needed to provide a sounder basis for most of the crucial.assumptions.

The purpose of stressing these general caveats is not to suggest that cost-benefit
studies are sc =irrounded by limitations that they are. useless. It is rather to warn
the educational planner and policy-maker that a cost-benefit study is not a miracle-
worker. If well done, such a study, weighed along with other evidence and consider-
ations, can provide valuable new insights and can better inform the planner about
the future. But it will nct relieve him of the need to apply his own good judgement.

B. Some specific problems of cost-benefit analysis

1In the Colombian study the author was careful not to overstate the reliability and
significance of cost-benefit analysis. He stressed throughout the statistical problems
that he faced. The study does not attempt to solve the sort of problems whig
would require among other things an extensive analysis of the structure of labour
markets and wage determination in developing countries. But it does attempt to
meet some of the other objections that can be raised to the use of earnings data
to measure economic benefits of estucation, such as the existence of unemployment.
The regression analysis attempts :o isolate some of the factors that may help to
determine earnings, apart from education, but the author freely admits that other
factors remain and that his rates of return represent in part the’ returns to labour
and entrepreneurial physical capital as well as to education per se.! The conclusion
he reaches regarding one other possible source of bias—namely, that the sub- -
stitution between work and leisure is relatively unimportant—is a potentially
significant finding but needs cross- checking in a number of other cases before °
being accepted as a general rule.

Another problem is the magnitude of external social benefits. On this pomt ;
the study provides no evidence but does make some interesting observations.
Similarly the study only partially solves the problem of the impact of educational !
wastage on social costs and benefits. On these two points, also, further research :
is needed to improve the accurdacy and usefulness of rate-of-return estimates for

C. The use of cos. enefit analysis
in decision-making

It is too early to say whether this study has had any-impact on educationalE
policy-making in Colombia. However, suggestions can be made as to what’

)

1. Returns to Education, op. cit., p. 30.
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general conclusions for action might be drawn from this- type of analysis in
" other countries.

(@) The relation between cost-benefit analysis and
manpower requirement jforecasts

The study demonstrates that an analysis of the relative earnings of different
groups .of workers, together with an estimation of the costs of their education,
can give certain insights into.the workings of the labour market, and into the
making of private educational decisions. For -example, the author mentions an
earlier study of the future requirements in Colombia for high-level manpower
which concluded that ‘although the economy evidently ‘‘needs” additional high-
level manpower, if additional human resources are supplied they. will not be
currently vtilized’.’ The educational policy-maker may be tempted by such an

© assertion—that the economy ‘needs’ high-level manpower—to expand investment -

-in universities, without too much concern over the issue of utilization. Rate-of-
; return analysis suggests what would be the result of such a policy: a-fall in the

. earnings differentials of university graduates, due to the increased supply, and a
. reduction in the already low private ard cocial rate of return. In the Colombian

* situation this would be likely to lead 1o further emigration of graduates, in some

~ other developing countries to graduatc un>mployment. This would be the case,

© ihat is, if ‘the expansion of higher educatior, were unaccompanied by effective
economic policies and actions aimed at improving the economy’s utilization of
high-level manpower. ‘

(b) The ne d for sensitivity analysis of rates of return

¢ Thigfstudy is also interesting for its demonstration of the possibilities of sensitiviiy
; lysis of rates of return. Many early studies of this sort simply gave one set of
assu?n?ﬁggg.g_nd one value for the rate of return, and if educational policy-makers
- felt that certain assumptions, for instance about the economic value of students’
* time, were unrealistic, they were tempted to reject the whole approach. In this
. study, a range of alternative values is presented. In principle the effect of many

* other assumptions about costs or benefits could be tested in the same way. For

- ; example, if it were believed that the external benefits of higher education were

O
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. twice as great as those of primary education {or vice versa), a notional adjustment
- to the benefit side of the calculation could be made, and the implied relationship
- between benefits and costs could then be assessed.- ‘ '

' The result of analysing rates of return with respect both to hourly and weekly
-, earnings of workers was to show that education is likely to affect the supply of
‘labour in an economy by giving incentives to workers to substitute work for
“leisure, or vice versa, when the ‘price’ of their time changes. Also the comparison

b

1: W. Bowman Cutter, Howard J. Howe, and Charles C. Stover, ‘High Level Manpower
;in Colombia: A Market Analysis’, Princeton University, August 1967, pp. 94-96 {mimeo).
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FEducational cost analysis in action: case studies for planners

ol rates of return for men and for women raises some interesting questions about
tie «lemand for male and female labour in different categories. This suggests the
need for further study of the occupational distribution of men and women in
relation to educational distribution. :

(c) The use of private rates of return for public po!icy-mdking

Schultz suggests in the Colombian study that changes in public subsidization
or taxation policies might lead to a more efficient pattern of private investment
in education. One advantage of calculating private rates of return to education
is that such changes in policy can be better assessed in terms of their influence
on private cconemic incentives. For even if it is true that relative earnings do not
reflect relative contributions to social welfare, lifetime earnings expectations and
relative costs of different types of education are nevertheless likely to mﬂuence
private decision-making,. :

(d) The possible responses to rate-of-return estimates

As was seen in the preceding section, information on earnings in relation to costs
may influence private decisions in either of two opposite directions. It may lead
the individual to choose the investment option promising the highest rate of
return, in this case vocational education; or it may lead him to look for ways of
increasing the rate of return to a particular type of education, in this case by
encouraging university graduates to emigrate. '

In like-manner, the results of a cost-benefit study. may Iead educational author--.
ities and the government at large to respond-in-one-or-more of three different .
directions: (1) to change the pattern of resource allocation in favour of levels of |
education appearing to offer the highest rates of return; (2) to improve educavional
efficiency -and reduce costs in relation to benefits, and (3) ro improve the utilization
of educated personnel in the economy and thereby raise the benefits accruing from |
education. Thus, for example the fact that rates of return are higher at some levels !
in Colombia for men than for women does not necessarily suggest that the govern-
ment should stop investing in women’s education, but that it should re-examine
both the efficiency of such education and the utilization of women in the labour
force in order to try to increase the economic benefits derived from having highly-
educated women workers.

In most countries these three reactlons to a rate-of-return analysis are. not
mutua'ly exctusive; the existence of significant differences in rates of return to
differeut types or levels of education should lead both to marginal changes m
resource allocation and at the same time to a search for ways of i mcreasmg benefits | /-
in relation to costs, both by increasing efficiency of education and by mcreasmg
efficiency of manpower utxhzatlon in the economy. ;
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(e) Conclusions on the use of rates of return in policy-making

In the foregoing critique of the Colombia cost-benefit study in particular, and of
educational cost-benefit studies in general, stress has been laid on both the use-
fulness of such studies and their specific limitations and pitfalls which educational
planners and policy-makers should bear in mind in deciding whether to undertake
such studies or in utilizing their results. The limitations are clearly formidable,
especially at this point in history when essential economic, educational and social
data are frequently scarce and imperfect, and when much more research is needed
to provide a more solid basis for the assumptions that must be made in any such
analysis. But despite these limitations we would encourage planners to undertake
cost-benefit studies, just as we would encourage them: to undertake studies of
manpower requirements, of cost and revenue projections, and a variety of other
analytical and research approaches that can shed useful light on the present
performance and prospects, needs and tasks of the educational system, both
internally and.in relation to the economy and society. ‘

A carefully conducted cost-benefit study, as has been seen, does not pretend
to emerge with precisely accurate statistical results. At best it provides order-

~ of-magnitude figures. But these, when properly interpreted, can force important
. questions into the open, can provide new insights concerning the behaviour of

‘both the educational system and the economy, and can make for better-informed

* judgement by those who must make projections into the future and make serious

decisions that will affect the future course of education and society. There is no
escaping such decisions. They must be made, there is no perfect crystal ball for

: reading the future accurately as a basis for such decisions. Lacking such a ciystal

ball, cost-benefit analysis combined with other forms of analysis is the most rational

- alternative. For the alternative to these 1s to move blindly into the future with all
. its attendant risks.

Only some of the policy issues that can be raised by a study ot expenditure on

3{ education in a cost-benefit framework have been discussed. The data on which
- the study in Colombia was based were fairly detailed but for only a small sample
- of the labour force, and many other countries planning a labour survey might
" be able to collect such data by the addition of some questions on earnings and
¢ education. Thus from a relatively small survey, some tentative conclusions about
. the relation between wage levels and costs of education can be obtained. This
. information-can never be the sole basis for decision-making in education, for as
* this case-study has shown, such issues as the indirect economic and social benefits
. of education are neglected in such information. But since the maximization of the
- economic productivity of national resources is-one aim of planning, this inform-
: ation can suggest some policy priorities, and can help point to ways in which
. the motivation and decisions of private individuals. may be affected by. public
: policy.
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The following books, published by Unesco:IIEP, are pgbtainablé from the Institute or
from Unesco and its national distributors throughout the world:

Educational development in ‘Africa (1969. Three volumes, contammg eleven African
research monographs)

Educational planning: a bibliography (1964)

Educational planning: a directory of training and research institutions (1968)

" Educational. planning in the USSR (1968)

Financing educational systems (series of monographs: full list availat : in request)
Fundamentals of educational pl.qn_*)!lingn-(series of monographs: full list available on request)
Manpower aspects of educational” planning (1968)

Methodologies of educational planning for developing countries by J.D. Chesswas (1968)

Monographies africaines (five titles, in French only: list available on request)

I New educational media in action: case studies for planners (1967. Three volumes)

The new media: memo to educational planners by W. Schramm, P.H. Coombs, F. Kah-

nert, J. Lyle (1967. A report mcludmz, analytical conclusions based on the above
‘three volumes of case studies.)

Plannmg the development of universities—I1 (1971. Further volumes to appear)

: Populaﬁoh growth and costs of education in developing countries by Ta Ngoc Chau (1972)

- Qualitative aspecis of educational planning (1969)
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Research for educational planning: notes on emergent needs by William J. Platt_(1970)

Systams approach to teacher training and curriculum development: the case of developing
countries by Taher A. Razik (1972)

The following books, produced in but not published by the Institute, are obtainable
through- normal bookselling channels:

Managing educational costs by Philip H. Coombs and Jacques Hallak
Published by Oxford University Press, New York, London and Toronto, 1972

" Quantitative methods of educational planning by Héctor Correa

Published by International Textbook Co., Scranton, Pa., 1969

- The world educational crisis : a systems analysis by Philip H. Coombs

Published by Oxford University Press, New York, London and Toronto, 1968
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The International Instituté
for Educational Planning

The International Institute for Educational Planning (IIEP) was established by Unesco in
1963 to se.ve as an international centre for advanced training and research in the field of
educational planning. Its basic financing is provided by Unesco, and its physical facilities
by the Government of France. It also receives supplemental support from private- and
governmental ,sources.

The Institute’s aim is to expand knowledge and the supply of competent experts in
educational planning in order to assist all nations to accelerate their educational devel-
opment. In this endeavour the Institute co-opérates with interested training and research

~organizations throughout the world. The Governing Board of the Institute crnsists of

eight elected members (including the Chairman) and four members designated by the
United Nations Organization and certain of its gpecialized agencies and institutes.

Chairman - Torsten Husén (Sweden), Professor of Education and Director, ]nsmute for

the Study of International Problems in Zducation

- Designated Phlhppe de Seynes, Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs,
- members United Nations Organization . '

Richard H. Demuth, Director, Development -Services Department, Interna-
tional Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD)
Ernani Braga, Director, Division of Education and Training, World Health
Organization &

" David Carney, Adviser, Common Market and Economic Affairs Secretanat
East African Community

‘Elected Alain Bienaymé (France), Professor of Economic Science, University of
members Paris-Dauphine

Roberto de Oliveira Campos (Brazﬂ), former Mlmster of Economic Planning

and Development

Abdul-Aziz El-Koussy (Egypt), former Director, Regional Centre for Edu-
. cational Planning and Administration in the Arab Countries, Beirut )

Joseph Ki-Zerbo (Upper Volta), Member of Parliament, professor at the

Education Centre, Ouagadougou, and Secretary of the African and Malagasy

Council for Higher Education

V.K.R.V. Rao (India), Member of Parliament, Member of the Planning

Commission, former Minister of Education '

S.A. Shumovsky (URSS), Head, Methodulogical Administration Department,

Ministry of Higher and Secondary Specialized Education (RSFSR)

John Vaizey (United Kingdom), Professor of Economics, Brunel University,

London

\[nquiries about the Institute and requests for copies of its latest progress report should

oe addressed to:
‘The Director, IIEP, 9, rue Eugéne-Delacroxx, 75016 Paris
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