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ABSTRACT
A survey of the membershlp of the radio-television

'lelslon of the Association for Education in Journalism revealed
professional and academic backgrounds, brcadcast industry
affiliations, and attitudes toward broadcast education and the news .
media. Of those respondlng’to questionnaires, almost all were
teachers in higher education who had had about seven years of
broadcest news work experience during their careers. The "typical" -
respondent was male, 37 years of age,. a full-time teacher with
2arlier broadcast work experience, and one who believes that
television news, especially CBS evening news with Walter Cronkite, is
doing a "good job" as compared to radio. This "compusite" respondent
considers his teaching role as primary in ¢mportance and research or
service *o the profession as secondary. He also is able, for the most
part, to use actual broadcast fac111t1es within the content of hlS
academic courses. (CH)
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This is a report on a study of the menbership of the Radio;Television
Division of tiue Association for Education in Journalism. It concerns their
proféésional and acadenic backgrounds, their present professional contacts .
ana souwe of their attiéudes tovard the profession of Broadcast Journalism.
It is thus addressed to various relationships between educators in a
professional discipline and the profession of which most of them have been
members. Other information is also preseﬁted.

(Jote: A sinilar study was conducted in 1969 by Vernon Stone of the

University of Wisconsin. iiis study, Broadcast ilews Lducators and the

Profession, was presented at the convention of the Association for

Education in Journalism, Radio~Television Division, at Berkeley, California,

August, 1969, and later published in Journalism Quarterly., Spring, 1970.
The results of Dr. Stone's study, where applicable, are compared to the

results of the study reported here.)

HETHOD
The study is based on the results of three questionnaires mailed to
Division members during late 1972 and early 1973. The first questionnaire

was designed to provide biosraphical material for a Division directory

fompiled by the author. The second Questionnaire sought information on'-
attiﬁudes and pragtices not covered in the directory inquiry. The»thi;d
questionnaire.was'dgsignéd to oBtain information Telated to the outlines
and descriptions of broadcast rews courses gurrently being taught by
Division menbers. This inforr “tion was placed in hooklet form and
distributed to Division ﬁembers in kay 1973.

‘Each questionnaire was mailed to the Division membership then
numbering 115 persons. Seventy members (61 %) reépond;d to the biographical

questionnaire, 70 members (61 4) - responded to the attitudes and practices

e
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questionnaire and 36 mawbers (33 %) at 35 colleges and universities

responded to the third quéstioanalre réquesting outlines and descriptions

~ of broadcast news courses which vere then'being taught. .(Wote: 1In the

study by Stenz (1969) only two questionnaires were mailed to membef;.
Seventy-one per ccnt responded'to the bisgrapuical 'questionnaire, while
79 Z responded to the attitudes and practices questionnaire.)

RESULTS

1969, according to the Stone stvdy.) 'Tie median is abouf seven and one-half

Professional Background , .

liost of the?Divisionfﬁerbets (66 of 70 responding or 94 %) have' .

had full-time precfessional experience in broadcast news or a related

area of the journalism media. (Only 76 % of the nmmbers'held such jobs in.

\

[NSuD—

.years. (The median.was five yea%é'in the‘Stone'study.) The breakdown is:

2 .years or less..........ll

3 to S'years..;....,.e,,.lA

. e .
6 to 10 years...ovoceess.15

ill_to 15 years...eo.s.ar.10
16 to 20 years.......s:..10
' Zivyears OF MOKE.:esvsaas 0
Of the 66 menibers repbrting past professional expe;i;nce,j503(75 Z)'repOrtéd'.
fpll—time eXperience in'radio?-éo (GO.Z)vin tglevision, 27.E4O %) in o
newspapers, 5 (8_%) with wire services, 3 (5 Z),in mégééinéé apd 2 in pﬁblic'

relations work (3 3). Of the G6 mcrbers regponding, 49 reported experience

~ -

, ) L
in two or more of thz above-mentioned: are=s.

' A comparison of these figures to those cbtained by Stone:
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Area of Experiénce Stone (1°6%) Dary (1973)
Radio 383 % 75 7
Television _ 71 7% GO 4%
weuSpaper 36 % 40 %
tagazine 12 7 5 7
tlirée Sexrvices 5% S 4
Publiclﬁeiations . 9 % 3%

Academic Background

The hirchest derree hgld by 30 (43 %) of the 70 respondents to thec
biographical questionnaire is the naster's. 7Twenty-nine (42 %) hold
doctorates, while ﬁine (13 %) list the bachelor's as their highest degree.
One respondent did not provide degree information.

(ilote: in tl.  .tudy by Stone (1969), the highest legree held by
51 % of tie members was the master's. Forty~three per cent held doctorates.)

Of the Division members reporting, more hold advanced degrees from
the University of Iowa thnan {ro.. ahy otiiar school. A majority received their
advanced degrees fron Big Ten schools. df 69 mewbers providing degree

information, the schools with three -or more alumni in the Division were:

‘Hasters PhD - Total
University of Iowa 8 '8 16
Uﬁiversity of Wisconsin 5 3 ]
Columbia University 5 5
University of iiichigan 3 2 5
4 .
University of Illinois 2 2 4
Ohio State 3 A 1 4
Horthwestern 2 1 3



A
Twelve other schools each granted tvo degrees to Division members. The
remaining schools (more than 33) cranted one dJegrce each. (lloter Inm

the study by Stone, 59 members provided degfec information. The 196¢
breakdown was: Iowé - 16, liichigan State ~ 7 Illinois - (O, Syracuse -~ J;
Wisconsin - 5: Stanford - 4 and Coluibia University - 3.)

Division iiembers’ Ares

Of the 70 respondents to the biocraphical questionnaire, the
highest percentage (32 %) is between 33 and #£2 yecars of age. ilext
(27 %) is the 43 to 52-year-old aze croup. The wedian is 42 years of

age., (uote: Ages were not considered in the 12092 study by Stone.)

HJumber of Respondents 4 of Respondents Are Range
13 13 7 23 - 32 years
23 ' 32 .4 33 - 42 years‘
19 27 % 43 - 52 years
S 11 7 53--vb2vyears
4 ' 5% 63 - 73 years
Teaching

Of the 70 respondents'to the biographical questionnaire, 63 (90 %)
have full-time teaching experience. The range is from one to 40 years, but
the median is about seven years. (ilote: The median in the Stone study
was six years.) The breakdowvm:

2 years or less - 12 (19 %)
3 to 5 years - 17 (26 %)
6 to 10 years - 14 (22 %)

11 to 15 years - § (12 %)
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1C to 20 years - - (6 7)

o

F=

to 25 years - & (6 %)

over 26 years - & (G %)

Cf the 7v respondents, only 30 (42 %) indicarad that they were

currently teacining radio and/or television news courses. Of the 30

teachiﬁg broadcast news, all but one reported that working broadcast news
professicnals appear rerularly as classroo.: cuest lecturers.

Using the 115 members' railing addresses, includinc those qf the
70 members responding to thc biocraphical questi;nnaire, iess ihan half
indicated they were affiliated uith a department or ?cﬁool with the word
“journalism' in its title. Of the 115 members listed in the 1973 division

directory, departmental affiliations are as follows.

Dary (1973) © - Stone (1969)
Journalism 42 7 ' 56 %
vlass Communication or similqr 17 4 19 %
Radio-TV-Film or similar - 34 13 %
Speech {(no RTVF. label) 2 4 &7
English less than 1 % 2%
Hon;media affiliation S % not repdrted
Affiliation unknown 27 % not reported

Professional Relationships

A;though most Division :lembers leit the neusroom totally for the
classroon, iG (25 %) of the 70 members responding to the attitudes and
practices questionnaire indicatgd that they still work in radio and/or
television news. Of the 18, 11 (61 7) work part time with commercial
broadcast news operations. The remaining seven are directly involved
in the daily neﬁs opegations 6f the university or college radio and/or

Q .

[ERJf:‘ television stations. (Wote: In the study bty Stone {1969), 14 of 67
e i :
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respondents (20 %) reported that they then worked par£ time in broadcast
nevs. ) ' _ .
o _ | tiore than two-thirds of the members (53 of 70 responding).belong t3' 
Sijma Delta Chi, and almost half (31 Qf 70 responding) Eelong to the
Radio Télevision Hews Directors Association;‘ Twenty-four menbers reporféd.
belonging to other broadcast news,,journaliém and.local press groups.
~"0Only ten (14 %) of thoée fesponding do not belong to any professional
.organization. .(Nopg: In the,Stonelstudy, 12»Z$of the‘réspondents did

not belong to amy professional organization.)

Thirty-six (51 %) of the 70 respondents reported that they had

assisted the profession during the previous year either by appearing on
a radio or television prograw, judging a news contest or performing some '

“other service for a professional broadcast organization.

‘Laboratorv Facilities
Of the 70 respondents to tie 1ttitudes and ﬁracticestquestionnaire,
-most of them -~ 61l -- do at least part of their laboratory teaching in

realistic surroundings. The percentages of the members using various

ouflets:
| __Dar& (1973) 'Stone'(19691
Commergiél stations (radio and TV) 51 4 . 56 %
lZEﬁuc;;ional Statiéns — schoo1 owned “‘””fggf%W"””““‘" WMM“;éwi 
“C10sédfcircuit/campus oﬁly,': S 43 Zn 63 %
Other imcluding‘cATV , - . 10% '8‘2
- o | done. . 12y 10 %

'AiFortyffour of the 61 réspondents.(70 %) indicated they use more than oné
‘ “kind- of outlet for theii'laboratbry'teacbing;

o '_i;~ - o Fifty4éight of the 70 fesﬁoﬁdéﬁts;reﬁorted‘students enrolled in:
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from one to 20 per scﬁoolo e ’

Viewing Professionals

a7

,._7—
in broadcast journalism (radio and.teleVision news) courses during the
1972-1973 school year. The numbers of.students ranged from 5 to>200.
(ilote: 'These are not majors but siﬁply studehts enrolled in broadcast
newvs cmurses,). | :
Forty—oine'of the 70'respondents reported thetrsome of their
students were holding full—tiﬁe or part-time jobs with local. radio andfor

television stations. Torty of the 7Q:respondents reported the existence

. * . o . .- :
of semgster and/or summer broadcast news internships ranging in number.

Viewing Themselves

Division ﬁembers oere askedehiehﬁthey feel closer to professionally-mr
ﬁewspaper reporters and editors_or television producers and directors.
The intent of the questionlwas to geuge whether-the‘menmers‘see tﬁeméeiﬁes;,
as oeosmen first and brotdcasters second or v1ce versa. Thirty- flve of
the 70 members (50 %) respondlng to the question gaid. they feel closer to
newspaper reporters and edltors, vhlle 31 membcrs (44 /) Sald they feel

closer to TV producers and dlrector . This may indicate that there is

slightly wore inierest on the part of thenrtsponding members in the.

editorial content of broadcast news programs than in the presentation factors

o , R
-.and theatrical aspects.

" (fote: In the study“ﬁy StonC;(1969),'32 of 66-responding (43.%) sald -
they felt closer to newspaper reporters and editorsﬁ.while the othet 34

(51 %) felt closer to TV producers and directors.)

_ Uhet_kiﬁd of jobs do the Division members see today's professionals

"

. doing? The rating: network TV news, good; network radio news, only
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fair to good: local radio nes3, poor to fair, local TV news, only fair.

The full set of responses:

Poor Fair Good Excellent Total Responding

Jetwork TV neus 3 10 3¢ 21 65

iletwork Radio news 7 25 25 10 G7

Local Radio news 22 29 13 2 66
(nationally)

Local TV news 12 36 13 - 66
(nationally)

(vote: In comparing the results of Stone's 1969 study to those above,
the views of respcnding members have not changed significantly regarding
network and local TV news and network radio news. Responding members'
views have, hovever, changed regarding local radio news. iiembers in 1973
believe that local radio news nationally is poorer than did members Lo
responding to the 1969 study by Stone.)

llembers were asked to indicate which of the tliree week -ight network
television news propra.i they preferred vatching and to rank all three.
A clear majority prefer CiS with NBC and ALC in second and third places -

respectively. The responses:

Number of
ALC CBS NBC Respondents
First choice 3 43 16 67
Second choice 24 12 20 56
Third chioice 22 6 28 56

(ilote: This question was not included in the 1969 study by Stone.)

Role of AEJ and Radio-Television Division

ilembers were asked what emphasis they feit the Radio-Television

Division of AEJ should place on teaching, service and research. The results
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Frequencies by raniis in cowparison to rhe Stone study:

Jumber of

Teachinr Sexvice Research Respondents
bary Stone Dary Stone Dary Stone Dary Stone

1973 1969 1873 1969 1973 1369 1973 1969

First choice 52 55 7 5 10 6 69 66
Second choice 13 7 20 13 27 46 66 66
Third choice 4 4 33 4y 2¢ 14 60 66

Sixty of the 70 respondents (35 %) to the directory questionnaire
listed researchi interests. ‘Jhile many of the wmembers’ research interests
overlapped, radio and television, as might be expected, was list~d by 29
menbers. Placing members' research interests into four categories and

comparing them to the 1969 study in .erest reports:

Dary (1973) Stone (1969)

Radio-Television 20 33
listorical 20 14
Behavioral 15 19
International 3 12

Thirty-six of the 70 respondents also reported

AEJ divisions.

riass Comm and Society wvas first with 15 members,

membership in other

Theory

and ilechodology, International,.lewspaper and History tied for second

with 10 members ecach.

itlass Comm & Society
Theory & liethodology
" International
Ilistory

ilewspaper

niinorities

The breakdown and comparison:

Dary (1973)
15

10
10
10

10

Stone (1969)
12
14
14
6
6

not reported
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Photojournalism, Public Relations and .lagazine cach liac three members
in the 1973 study, Advertising, 1.igh School and Graphic Arts two and
Junior Collere one.

Survey of Droadcast Journalism Courses

The 115 members of the Radio-Television Divisicr of ALEJ represent

70 colleges and universities. Yet only 38 nembers (33 ) at 35 colleges

and universities responded to the tihird questionnaire requesting outlines

and descriptions of broadcast news rources. These 30 members provided

course outlines and descriptions of 07 specialty courses directly concerned

witlh radio and/or television news, and €cedited..53 pBrsons includingsomcé

non—-division wmembers with teaching the courses. Basic journalism courses

such as reporting, editing, writing and so forth were not included.
0f 35 colleges and universities responding, those offering three or
more courses in radio and/or television news or directly related to

broadcast news were as follous:

.

College or University Number of Specialty Courses Offered
iiarquette 5
University of Uisconsin-iiilwaulkec 5
University of Kansas 5
Indiana University 5
University of Wisconsin-iiadison 4
University of Utah 4
est Virginia University . : 4
ilorthwestern 4
Anerican Universeity 3
California State Unlversity-San Jose 3
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College or University tlumber of Specialty Courses Offerec
California State University-San Diego 3
lowa State 3
University of iliinnesota 3
University of ilebraska 3

The remaining colleres and universities offered one or two courses in

broadcast news (specizlty category).

SULEIARY

The results of this study sketch wvhat night be labeled as the
composite Radio-Television Division meuber." lie (G7 of the 70
respondents wvere male) has about seven years of professional experience
in the media, most likely radio and/or television. lle has at least a
master's degree, perhaps a PhD; ile is between his early 30's and early
40's -- about 37 - and has been involved in full-time teaching for
about seven years. ile is most likely affiliated with a department or
school of jéurnalism and does maintain his professional ties thrdugh
Sigma Delta Chi, the Radio Television Wews Directors Association and
local broadcast journalists.

The composite member has most likely judged a broadecast neus
contest or spoke in public regarding broadcast journalism. Ile makes use
either of university 6r local and area comumercial broadcasting fac.lities
as a wyorking laboratory for his students, most of whom concentrate on

mﬁroadcast news. lle may place a handful of students in semester-long or

sumner internships in local or area commercial stations.
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When the composite member watches today'’s professionals on
television, he usually chooses the 'CBS Evening ilews with Walter Cronkite
over UBC and ARC network news offerings. lie believes nctwork television
is doing a good job, but that network radio news is only fair to good,

'ie believes local radio is doing a poor to fair job and local TV news
a fair jbb. And the composite member believes that teaching should be

his prime concern with either service to the profession ox research

second,

i



