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This is a report on a study of the membership of the Radio-Television

Division of the Association for Education in Journalism. It concerns their

professional and academic backgrounds, their present professional contacts

and some of their attitudes toward the profession of Broadcast Journalism.

It is thus addressed to various relationships between educators in a

professional discipline and the profession of which most of them have been

members. Other information is also presented.

(Oote. A similar study was conducted in 1969 by Vernon Stone of the

University of Wisconsin. His study, Broadcast iles Educators and the

Profession, was presented at the convention of the Association for

Education in Journalism, Radio-Television Division, at Berkeley, California,

August, 1969, and later publiShed in Journalism Quarterly, Spring, 1970.

The results of Dr. Stone's study, where applicable, are compared to the

results of the study reported here.)

1-i-ETHop

The study is based on the results of three questionnaires mailed to

Division members during late 1972 and early 1973. The first questionnaire

was designed to provide biographical material for a Division directory

1Tompiled by the author. The second questionnaire sought information on.-

attitudes and practices not covered in the directory inquiry. The third

questionnaire was designed to obtain information related to the outlines

and descriptions of broadcast -news courses currently being taught by

Division meMbers. This inforr-,tion was placed in booklet form and

distributed to Division members in ilay 1973.

Each questionnaire was mailed to the Division membership then

numbering 115 persons. Seventy members (61 %). responded to the biographical

questionnaire, 70 members (61 %) responded to the attitudes and practices
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questionnaire and 3U meubers (33 %) at 35 colleges and universities

responded to the third .. questionnaLre requesting, outlines and descriptions

of broadcast news courses which were then being taught. .(Note: In the

study by S (1969) only two questionnaires were mailed to memberJ.

Seventy-one per cent respondedfto the biographical questionnaire, while

79 % responded to the attitudes and practices questionnaire.)

RESULTS

Professional Background

host of thei-Division.Meybei:s (66 of 70 responding or 94 %) have`

had full-time professional experience in broadcast news or a related

area of the journalism mcylia. (Only 76 % of the members held such jobs in.

1969, according to the Stone study.) The median is about seven and one-half

. years. (The median. was five years in. the Stone study.) The breakdown is:

2_years or leSs 11

a to 5 years.- ........ ....14

6 to 10 years. 15

11 to 15. years 10

16 to 20 years... .... ..10

21 years or more 6

Of the 66 members reporting past professional experience, 50.(75 %) 'repotted.

full-time experience in radio,. 40 (60.%)'in television, 27 (40 %) in

newspapers, 5 (8 -4with Tivire.services, 3 (5 %).in magazinee and 2 in public

relations Work (3 Z). Of-the 66 merbers responding, 49 reported experience-

in two or more of.the above-mentionedarens.

.A comparison of -these figures to those obtained by StOpe::
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Area of Experience Stone (11;69) Dary (1973)

Radio 83 Z 75 Z

Television 71 Z 60 Z

iqewspaper 36 Z 40 Z

Magazine 12 Z 5 Z

Wird Services 5 Z 3 Z

Public Ael_ations 9 Z 3 Z

Academic Background

The hishest desree held by 30 (43 Z) of the 70 respondents to the

biographical questionnaire is the master's. Twenty-nine (42 %) hold

doctorates, while nine (13 Z) list the bachelor's as their highest degree.

One respondent did not provide decree information.

(Note: In tl. tudy by Stone (1969), the highest lecree held by

51 Z of the members was the master's. Forty-three per cent held doctorates.)

Of the Division members reporting, more hold advanced degrees from

the University ofIowa than frol:. any other school. A majority received their

advanced degrees from Dig Ten schools. Of 69 members providing degree

information, the schools with three-or more alumni in the Division were:

University of Iowa

Masters PhD Total

011
3 0 16

University of Wisconsin 5 3
0
u

Columbia University 5 5

University of Michigan 3

ei

2 5

University of Illinois 2 2 4

Ohio State 3 1 4

Northwestern 2 1 3
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Twelve other schools each granted two degrees to Division members. The

remaining schools (more than 30) granted one c:.egrc!e each. (liote In

the study by Stone, 59 members provided degree information. The 1969

breakdown was: Iowa 10 :Iichigan State 7, Illinois - 6, Syracuse - 5;

Wisconsin 5; Stanford 4 and Colui.:bia University 3.),

Division iembers' Ages

Of the 70 respondents to the biographical questionnaire, the

highest percentage (32 X) is between 33 and 1:2 years of ace. ilext

(27 *X) is the 43 to 52-year-old age group. The median is 42 years of

age. (dote: Ages were not considered in the 1)69 study by Stone.)

Number of Respondents X, of Respondents Age Range

13 18 23 32 years

23 32.Z 33 -42 years

10 27 % 43 52 years

0 11 Z 53-1,62yyears

4 5 % 63.- 73 years

Teachin,,,

Of the 70 respondents to the biographical questionnaire, 63 (90 Z)

have full-time teaching experience. The range is from one to 40 years, but

the median is about seven years. (Note: The median in the Stone study

was six years.) The breakdown:

2 years or less - 12 (19 Z)

3 to 5 years - 17 (26 %)

6 to 10 years - 14 (22 7.)

11 to 15 years - 3 (12 %I
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13 to 20 years (6 Z)

21 to 25 years 4 (6 Z)

over 26 years 4 (6

Cf the 7,.) respondents, only 30 (42 Z) indicated that they were

currently teaching radio and/or television news courses. Of the 30

teaching broadcast news, all but one reported that working broadcast news

professionals appear regularly as classroo ::. guest lecturers.

Using the 115 members' mailing addresses, including those of the

70 members responding to the biographical questionnaire, less than half

indicated they were affiliated with a department or 'school with the word

"journalism" in its title. Of the 115 members listed in the 1973 division

directory, departmental affiliations are as follows

Dary (1973) Stone (1969)

Journalism 42 Z 53 %

Mass Communication or similar 17 Z 19 Z

Radio-TV-Film or similar 3 Z 13 Z

Speech (no RTVF. label) 2 % 8 Z

English less than 1 Z 2 %

Jon-media affiliation 3 Z not reported

Affiliation unknown 27 Z not reported

Professional Relationships

Although most Division :umbers left the newsroom totally for the

classroom, IC (25 Z) of the 70 members responding to the attitudes and

practices questionnaire indicated that they still work in radio and/or

television news. Of the 18, 11 (61 %) work part time with commercial

broadcast news operations. The remaining seven are directly involved

in the daily news operations of the university or college radio and/or

television stations. Giote: In the study by Stone (1969), 14 of 67
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respondents (20 %) reported that they then worked part tine in broadcast

news.).

adore than two-thirds of the members (53 of 70 responding) belong to

Sigma Delta Chi, and almost half (31 of 70 responding) belong to the

Radio Television News Directors Association: Twenty-four members reported

belonging to other broadcast news,, journalism and local press groups.

ten (14 X) of those responding do not belong to any professional

organization. (Note: In the. Stone study, 12 Z4of the respondents did,

not belong to any professional organization.)

Thirty -six (51 of the 70 respondents reported that they had

assisted the profession during the previous year either by appearing on

a radio or television program, judging a news contest or performing some

Other service for a profesSional broadcast organization.

Laboratory Facilities

Of the 70 respondents to the attitudes and practices questionnaire,

-most of them -- 61 -- do at least part of their laboratory teaching in

realistic surroundings. The percentages of the members using various

outlets

Dary (1973) 'Stone (1969)

Commercial stations (radio and TV) 51 % 56 %

'Educational stations - school owned 65 Z 58 %

ClOsed-circuit/campus only, 43 Z' 63 Z

Other including:CATV 10 Z 8

. 12 Z 10 Z

Forty-four of the 61 respondents (70 70) indicated they use more than one

kind-of outlet fOr their laboratory teaching

Fifty-eight of the 70 reSporidents reported students enrolled in
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in broadcast jo6rnalism (radio and television news) courses during the

1972-1973 school year. The numbers rf students ranged froffi 5 to 200.

(Note: 'These are not majors but simply students enrolled in broadcast

news ualtses.)

Forty-nine cf the 70respondents reported that some of their

students were holding full -time or part-time jobs with local, radib and/or..

television stations. Forty of 70 respondents reported the existence

of setwster and/or summer broadcast news internships ranging in number.

from one to 20 per school.

Viewing Themselves

Division members were asked, which they feel closer to professionally

newspaper reporters and editors or television prodLcers and directors.

The intent of the question was to gauge whether. the members see themseltkes

as newsmen first and broadcasters second or vice versa. Thirty -five of

the 70 members (50 %) responding to the question said. they feel closer to

newspaper reporters and editors, while 31 members (44 %) said they feel

closer to TV producers and directors. This may indicate that there is

slightly more in;:erest on the part of the rLsponding members in the
.

editorial contenof broadcast news programs than in the presentation factort

and theatrical aspects.

(Note: In the study by Stone (1969),.32. of 66 responding (48 2) said.

they felt closer to newspaper reporters and editors, while the other 34

(51 %) felt closer to TV producers and directors.)

Viewing Professionals

What kind of jobs do the Division members see today's professionals

doing? The rating: network TV news, _pod; netWork radio news, only. .
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fair to frood local radio neY3, poor to fair, local TV news, only fair.

The full set of responses:

Poor Fair Good Excellent. Total Responding

'aetwork TV news 3 10 34 21 60

Jetwork Radio news 7 25 25 10 67

Local Radio news
(nationally)

22 29 13 2 66

Local TV news
(nationally)

12 36 13 66

(dote: In comparing the results of Stone's 1969 study to those above,

the views of responding members have not changed significantly regarding

network and local TV news and network radio news. Responding members'

views have, however, chanced regarding local radio news. Nembers in 1973

believe that local radio news nationally is poorer than did members

responding to the 1969 study by Stone.)

Nembers were asked to indicate which of the three week ,fight network

television news prograu they preferred watching and to rank all three.

A clear majority prefer CliS with NN and AIX in second and third places

respectively. The responses:

AEC CBS NBC
Number of

Respondents

First choice 3 43 16 67

Second choice 24 12 20 56

Third choice 22 6 28 56

(Note: This question was not included in the 1969 study by Stone.)

Role of AEJ end Radio-Television Division

iembers were asked what emphasis they felt the Radio-Television

Division of AEJ should place on teaching, service and research. The results
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Frequencies by ranks in coLparison to the Stone study:

Teaching, Service Research
'umber of

aespondents
Dary

1973

Stone
1969

Dary

1973

Stone

1969

Dary Stone
1973 1969

Dary

1973

Stone

1969
First choice 52 55 7 5 10 6 69 66

Second choice 13 7 26 13 27 46 66 66

Third choice 4 4 33 4.,.; 2; 14 66 66

Sixty of the 70 respondents (35 X) to the directory questionnaire

listed research interests. 'Jhiie many of the members' research interests

overlapped, radio and television, as might be expected, was list -.3 by 29

members. Placing members' research interests into four categories and

comparing them to the 1969 study in.erest reports:

Dary (1973)

Radio-Television

listorical

Behavioral

International

29

20

15

3

Stone (1969)

33

6

19

12

Thirty-six of the 70 respondents also reported membership in other

AEJ divisions. iiass Comm and Society was first with 15 members. Theory

and Uechodology, International,Aewspaper and History tied for second

with 10 members each. The breakdown and comparison:

Dary (1973) Stone (1969)

iass Comm & Society 15 12

Theory & iiethodology 10 14

International 10 14

History 10 6

dewspaper 10 6

iiinorities 5 not reported
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Photojournalism, Public ttelations and iagazine each haLl three members

in the 1973 study, Advertising, l_igh School and Graphic Arts two and

Junior College one.

Survey of Broadcast Journalism Courses

The 115 members of the Radio-Television Divisier of AEJ represent

70 colleges and universities. Yet only 38 members (33 Z) at 35 colleges

and universities responded to the third questionnaire requesting outlines

and descriptions of broadcast news sources. These 38 members provided

course outlines and descriptions of 37 specialty courses directly_concerned

with radio and/or television new, and Ccedited53 pErsons iacluding,:some

non-division members with teaching the courses. Basic journalism courses

such as reporting, editing, writing and so forth were not included.

Of 35 colleges and universities responding, those offering three or

more courses in radio and/or television news or directly related to

broadcast news were as follows:

College or University Number of Specialty Courses Offered

harquette S

University of Wisconsin-Ailwaukee 5

University of Kansas 5

Indiana University 5

University of Uisconsin- iiadison 4

University of Utah 4

West Virginia University 4

Northwestern 4

American University 3

California State University -San Jose 3



College or University Number of Specialty Courses Offerer

California State University-San Diego

Iowa State

University of iiinnesota

University of Nebraska

3

3

3

3

The remaining colleges and universities offered one or two courses in

broadcast news (specialty category).

SUI.11ARY

The results of this study sketch what might be labeled as the

-composite Radio-Television Division member." he (67 of the 70

respondents were male) has about seven years of professional experience

in the media, most likely radio and/or television. He has at least a

master's degree, perhaps a PhD. He is between his early 30's and early

40's -- about 37 -- and has been involved in full-time teaching for

about seven years. He is most likely affiliated with a department or

school of journalism and does maintain his professional ties through

Sigma Delta Chi, the Radio Television Hews Directors Association and

local broadcast journalists.

The composite member has most likely judged a broadcast news

contest or spoke in public regarding broadcast journalism. He makes use

either of univer,s*ty or local and area commercial broadcasting facilities

as a working laboratory for his students, most of whom concentrate on

broadcast news. He may place a handful of students in semester-long or

summer internships -1.n local or area commercial stations.
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When the composite member watches today's professionals on

television, he usually chooses the "CBS Evening News with Walter Cronkite"

over NBC and ABC network news offerings. Ile believes n,:twork television

is doing a good job, but that network radio news is only fair to good.

lie believes local radio is doing a poor to fair job and local TV news

a fair job. And the composite member believes that teaching should be

his prime concern with either service to the profession or research

second.


