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Reporting to parents becomes very complex when your school program

has developed to some fairly extensive level of individualized

instruction.

At the Robert Cushman Murphy Junior High School in Stony

Brook, New York we have been developing methods and materials for

individualizing instruction for three years. We are at varing levels

of individualization in each subject area and for different topics

or units within each subject.

Our repOrts to parents have changed each year and are now

a compromise of idealism and reality. Here are some example

Our most individualized report is the eighth grade science.

The program is totally presented on contracts which students work on

independently or in small groups. As each is completed the teacher

records date of completion and acceptance and writes.some remarks on

quality. This record form is kept in duplicate and one copy is.sent

home with the student each quarter. This sheet of definitions

accompanies the report each quarter.

Our seventh grade science report lists all topics covered

curing the year. Some students may complete more topics then others

in any given quarter. Ratings of achievement E = Excellent,

S = Satisfactory, NI = Needs Improvement are given as yoU see.

We hope to -move away from this to notation of satisfactory completion

when accepte%t as such by the teacher. Our ultimate objective is a



continuous progress record which would build upon our elementary

school records of progress. We are presently seeking NSF funds

to develop a complete continuous progress plan for K-9 in

mathematics.

To show you some of the developments and compromises we've

made let me show you last years math 7 report form and this years.

Flrst, this years lists all topics for the year with blank

spaces for additional elective topics each quarter. The E, S, NI,

value is given to work..

Last year a different form was produced each quarter listing

only the topics for the quarter. Check marks were placed next to

topics "satisfactorily completed". This resulted in no cumulative

record, and had less space for teacher.comments.. This years' forms

are fivepart carbon sets which result in a final/cumulative file

copy.

Here are samples our Social Studies, English and

foreign language reprts, as well as one of our special areas

industrial arts.

I'll be happy to answer questions.

I did answer questions for about 10 - 15 minutes

regarding parent acceptance, teacher unanimity and numerous other

problems which are real problems whenever any change is undertaken.

Each problem must be faced uniquely depending on all the variables of

each situation. I stated how we dealt with them in our situation

with varying degrees of felt success.
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