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Why Use Government Publications?

What is there about government publications that
warrants their use by social studies teachers? To answer
this question we must inquire into the characteristics of
such publications and delineate their unique or peculiar
attributes. Their utility to social studies teachers is de-
pendent in part on the extent to which they possess these
desirable attributes.

In the first place government publications are rela-
tively inexpensive. Many can be obtained free of charge
by writing directly to one's Congressman or to the par-
ticular agencies from which the publications originated.
In recent years, however, there has been a tendency to
reduce the number of free issues by both Congressmen
and government agencies. Often they will suggest that
you refer your request for priced material to the Gov-

t." emment Printing Office, Washington, D. C. 20402. But
CO even in the case of priced material you can usually expect
0.-- a reasonably "good buy" for your money. For example,
(/) the United States Government Organization Manual,
O which describes the organization and functions of the0 major branches and agencies of the federal government,

--ee sells for $2.00 post paid. This valuable and authoritative
V) handbook of information is usually over 800 pages long.

In addition to its useful charts on the structure of our
federal government, it has brief descriptions of quasi-
official agencies and international organizations. It also
has one appendix listing abolished or transferred agencies
and another dealing with government publications.

Second, the .civic value of government publications is
very high. They tend to cement the bonds of citizenship.
For the layman the recent reports of the President's
Commission on Law Enforcement and Administration of
Justice provide searching analysis and challenging recom-
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mendations concerning such critical domestic problems as
crime, juvenile delinquency, police action, and court proce-
dures. Labor leaders make extensive use of the publications
of the Bureau of Labor Statistics. Manufacturers and
advertisers pay close attention to the reports of the Fed-
eral Trade Commission. Teachers and educators utilize
the publications of the Office of Education and those of
practically all other agencies of the government.

There is scarcely a single segment of the (Tnited States
population that does not or could not derive some value
from the use of government publications. It is an en-
couraging fact that they are now being used more exten-
sively than ever before. This is not said in order to justify
extensiveness per se. Rather it is indicative of a healthy
relationship between the citizen and his government. A
student who in later life writes for and receives a pam-
phlet such as Planning the Expansible House or the "best
seller," Infant Care, is more likely to look upon his gov-
ernment as a helpful servant rather than as an .unso-
licitous master.

Third, government publications are for the most part
reliable. It must be remembered that for every publica-
tion dealing with controversial matters of opinion or
policy there are literally hundreds that are highly ob-
jective, unbiased, and concerned primarily with facts, not
opinions. Such works as the Bulletin of the Bureau of
Labor Statistics, various census reports, and the Statis-
tical Abstract have long been recognized as highly reli-
able sources of information.

Fourth, because of their ready availability and be-
cause they are often primary or official sources, govern-
ment publications provide an opt: irtunity for social stud-
ies teachers to train their students in the use of source
materials. Such materials are an excellent means of teach-
ing students to evaluate the accuracy of statements and
to distinguish between fact and opinion. The United
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States Census, the Statistical Abstract, and the publica-
tions of such agencies as the Bureau of Labor Statistics
are especially valuable sources of information for use by
both students and teachers.

Locating Federal Government Publications
General references. Probably the most persistent

question asked by social studies teachers who are con-
templating the use of government publications is, "Where
do I write for the materials or publications I want?" An
attempt will be made to answer that question as ade-
quately as can be done. It is obvious, however, that a
mere listing of all possible materials would be out of the
question in such a limited space and furthermore would
be of doubtful value. It would appear to be of much
greater value to find an answer to the preliminary ques-
tion, "Where do I look for information that will tell me
what is available and where do I write for it?" It has
been said that the mark of an educated man is not his
ability to recall answers to specific questions but his
ability to recall and utilize sources that will provide an-
swers to the questions or give him leads to answers.
Similarly the social studies teacher who would like to be
competent in locating government publications should
preferably know about those basic sources or biblio-
graphical aids that will provide an answer to his question,
"Where do I write to find out what is available?" Fortu-
nately for the teacher there are three such basic biblio-
graphical aids as far as federal government publications
are concernedand two of these are free.

The first and most comprehensive source of informa-
tion on government publications is the United States
Government Publications Monthly Catalog, usually re-
ferred to as the Monthly Catalog. It lists all the publi-
cations printed by the Government Printing Officer. Note
that it does not list all federal government publications.
Some agencies publish some of their material in processed
form (mimeographed, multigraphed, multilithed, etc.) or
let contracts to private printing firms. These publications,
however, are few in number compared with the output
of the Government Printing Office.

Among the various sections of the Monthly Catalog is
one entitled "Previews," which lists forthcoming publi-
cations that have hen received in page-proof form. Ad-
vance orders may be placed for these publications. There
are a few pages dealing with new library classification
numbers for the newer publications. All the agencies from
which publications have emanated are listed. The index
is alphabetized according to subjects and personal authors.

The entries in the Monthly Catalog are listed under
the issuing agencies, also referred to as "authors," and not
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according to title or topic. Entry numbers are assigned
in consecutive order according to the alphabetical listing
of agency authors in the table of contents. Each individual
entry contains an entry number, author, series title and
number (if any), descriptive title, date of publication,
number of pages, price, a notation as to whether the pub-
lication contains illustratioils, and a call number to be
used when ordering publications or looking them up in a
library.

Here are parts of a sample index page and of a sample
entry page to which the index refers:

NOVEMBER 1967

(INDEX PAGE)

nInd service% Palter, 16306.312
ruts ttlreartnt. trr rirnarnp.

Arias Cnntrol and Itiarnutuvent Agent)

arming, 163.90
report, 1372

vindia turfy, IS924

aviatt utilization. ..I manual, 150.35
civilian litte. to Six, xrx. 01 Army. 13th

nationa tunferencr. ontarg. 10944

Subject

Title

Aels and 3.er Bank( and hanging,
AN r: marlin

'il."'alhlitletatinti.. 10011
Irphap t tetiit mirnip

Inn intormurpna and puhlie health

'light invrligatinpt, salportunitins
Ionlitry. 170:1

i 1,,'N1 vpilol Unit
participation, 1701S19

ffuern

Entry Number

(ENTRY PAGE)

ARMS CONTROL AND DISARMAMENT AGENCY
Washington, D. C. 20451

15924 Contod nt Incal cnndict. (ACDArIVEC.9S; Center for International Sunlit, slay,
I Itonat. Irstituie ta lint:logy.) loan 125.A3
1_1'. 11 6262hS7 AC 1 ' C 701g Inns /
v, 1. Jarj . study on arms ennInd and limited oar In tlevelopann areas: elumnnry

mint; prepared [by] Lincolo Ithr tfirl: 10nd Whets! June 30, 1967.

v 2. S me: I I/rfining onddent. drign anti Itoliroinary fin ingslL. it,pei7aszl
ILY1 Uncut,: Illoninfield land nth NI. 30, 19h7. x 23

Paper. $1.23.
v. 3. Same: Studies of ennfllett prepared 141 Amelia C. Leis; land nthers1.

Jane 30, 1967, vi I.SNO II. 4* Paper, $4.50,
Design study, relevance nf larttir anal 515 In 'twig ol atm s °Int 01 and limited

war faith ItiLlingraphyl: prepared y l'honta. C. O'Sullivan. Inr JO, 1967.
t44 p. IL 4. Paper. 30,

15025 1)ny7u mmo% on disatmamenl, 1066 [pith L tliography: compiled and nnntated by
nhert W. Lantipp. tnisital Ly h and Jacqueline S. '31ithunl. Sept. 1967.1

vi+ 003 p. (11Mblication 43.]) I. per. $2.50. Item S6511.
I.C. lard 60.64405 1.11/2:066

15926 "...pm/tit:ration treaty, Ow? II967.1 co er lit/r. p. narrow 8° ( Publicatinn
44.1) IText on p. 2.of curer,] 15c. Item 12SA3 A 1.2:N 73

Title Author Call Number

A "General Information" section in each Monthly Cat-
alog gives concise information on how to order govern-
ment publications. (1) Publications may sometimes be
obtained free b5 writing directly to the issuing depart-
ment or to one's Congressman. (2) Otherwise, materials
may be purchased directly from the Superintendent of
Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington,
D. C. 20402, making remittance by check, postal or ex-
press money order (currency sent at the sender's risk), or
by special coupons in five-cent denominations, purchased
in advance from the Superintendent of Documents. As an
alternative, a depository account of $25.00 or more may
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be started with the Superintendent of Documents and
drawn against until it is exhausted.

For many teachers the fact that the Monthly Catalog
costs 50 cents per copy 06.00 for a yearly subscription)
is a drawback to its use. In their case a less extensive,
but nevertheless very helpful, substitute is the free semi-
monthly Selected United States Government Publica-
tions. This single flyer usually lists about forty or fifty
of the most popular recent publications. A wide range
of subjects is covered in each issue. For example, in a
recent issue, publications are listed dealing with such
diverse topics as facts about the Civil War, the Organi-
zation for Economic Cooperation and Development, fed-
eral career jobs, National Parks, and social change in
Latin America.

A particularly valuable feature of the Selected United
States Government Publications is the brief annotation
of each title listed. These few sentences about the pub-
lication are time-savers for the busy teacher. A further
advantage to being on the mailing list for this semi-
monthly flyer is that one also receives numerous other
single-issue flyers, announcements, and miscellaneous in-
formation on government publications.

A third bibliographical aid published by the Govern-
ment Printing Office is the Price List. At the present time
there are 47 such lists covering as many different fields of
knowledge. The number is constantly changing as the
Government Printing Office combines two or more old
categories or adds new ones. These free price lists, ob-
tainable on request from the Superintendent of Docu-
ments, contain essentially the same information that
is found in the Monthly Catalog and are written in some-
what the same form. Their advantage is that they combine
under one cover all available government publications on
a specified subject. Of particular value to social studies
teachers are those Iists entitled American History, Labor,
Transportation, Tariff and Taxation, Patical Science,
Foreign Affairs, and Space Exploration.

The social studies teacher who wants to expend the
barest minimum of effort in keeping up with government
publications would probably do best by sending a post
card to the Superintendent of Documents asking (1) to
be put on the mailing list for the free Selected United
States Government Publications and (2) to be sent those
Price Lists containing the particular topics in which he
is interested. These two publications are the only ones
issued by the Government Printing Office that. are free
(barring rare and minor exceptions).

Thus far we have discussed only governmental biblio-
graphical sources as aids in locating government publica-
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tions. Fortunately for teacheis there are literally scores
of other secondary sources that refer to government pub-
lications and where they may be obtained. Professional
periodical literature is especially important in this respect.
A complete listing is impossible here, but among the more
useful of these secondary sources of information are the
following:

Social Education. The quarterly department, "Pam-
phlets," under the editorship of Louis M. Vanaria, is
the best single periodical source of information on
government publications for social studies teachers.

Intercom. Its bi-monthly "New Books and Pam-
phlets on World Affairs" section contains frequent ref-
eren...:es to government publications as do other articles
in This excellent periodical.

American Education. This official monthly journal
of the United States Office of. Education has in each of
its issues, under "Recent Publications," approximately
a half page listing of government publications. Many are
available free of charge in single copies.

The NEA Journal. It has a "Free or Inexpensive" de-
partment in each issue which usually lists a number of
government publications. The bibliography is annotated.

The Booklist. This semi-monthly publication of the
American Library Association is intended primarily for
school librarians. At irregular intervals it devotes two or
three pages to an annotated bibliography of government
publications suitable for classroom use.

Specific federal government agencies and their pub-
lications. Although it is not within the scope of this work
to annotate even a small fraction of the multitudinous
government publications, mention may be made of some
few inexpensive or free publications and services that are
particularly significant, valuable, or useful for social stud-
ies teachers.

The Bureau of Census in the Department. of Commerce
has published annually since 1878 the Statistical Abstract
of the United States. It is the standard summary of sta-
tistics on social, political and economic conditions in the
United States. Because of its comprehensiveness and
authoritativeness it is one 01 the most valuable documents
available for citizen use. Over the years it has extended
its coverage of data so that it now covers 34 different
broad categories in over 1000 pages. Among the categories
are those relating to population, education, law enforce-
ment, geography, labor force, national defense, welfare
services, national income, prices, elections, government
finances, business enterprises, communications, power,
science, transportation, agriculture, mining, construction,
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manufacturing, foreign trade, and comparative interna-
tional statistics. Its most recent additional categories are
concerned with metropolitan area statistics. This is of
particular interest to the teacher of civics or government
courses which have also taken on considerably more con-
tent relating to metropolitan areas. Currently selling at
$4.00 a copy, the Statistical Abstract certainly represents
a "hest buy" among government publications.

The Bureau of the Census, in addition to being a source
of extensive information, offers special services to individ-
uals or groups on a cost basis. For example, the Bureau's
resources can be made available for such services as
designing sample surveys, collecting data by mail or field
enumeration, tabulating tapes and punch cards provided
by the customer, providing population estimates and pro-
jections, and giving other technical assistance. The cost
of these special services does not include the cost of col-
lecting the data unless special questions have been added
to the questionnaire at the customer's request.

The Bureau of Labor Statistics of the Department of
Labor publishes biennially the Occupational Outlook
Handbook. This is particularly valuable for social studies
teachers who are teaching units on occupations, are doing
counseling work, or are otherwise interested in latest
employment and occupational trends. Often the Bureau
also prints large free graphs or charts that depict clearly
and accurately changing occupational conditions. The
Handbook lists hundreds of occupations and for each one
there is a brief description of the nature of the work,
where these workers are usually employed, training re-
quired, earnings, working conditions, employment outlook,
and arhere to go for more information on this particular
occupation. Two related publications also issued regu-
larly by the Bureau of Labor Statistics are the Occupa-
tional Outlook Quarterly, a periodical which provides a
continuous flow of information between editions of the
Handbook, and the Occupational Outlook Report Series,
a set of over 100 reprints of the Handbook statements on
different fields of work. Both of these publications offer
aid to young people choosing a vocation.

The Office of Media Services in the State Department
publishes a series of Background Notes leaflets on the
countries of the world. Each numbered leaflet in this
series contains a brief summary of the history, geogra-
phy, politics, and economy of a country, including a list
of its principal government officers and the names of the
principal officers of the U. S. Mission to that country.
Usually, a map of the country is included, and often a
brief bibliography. Copies of these Background Notes can
be obtained from the Government Printing Office, .it 5
cents or 10 cents each.

Copies of current Supreme Court decisions can be ob-
tained from the clerk of the Court. It is important in
making such requests to clearly identify the particular
case desired. The clerks of the House and the Senate will
send on request copies of bills that have been introduced
in Congress.

The United States Joint Publications Research Service
(JPRS) is a government organization which was estab-
lished in March 1957 to service government agencies with
translation of unclassified foreign documents, scholarly
works, research reports, and other selected source ma-
terials not available in English. The translations are per-
formed by linguists and researchers under contract with
JPRS. As of June 30, 1964, JPRS issued approximately
1,500,000 *pages of reports, the majority of which are
in the social sciences; the total annual production at
present is around 250,000 pages. The JPRS social science
translations represent over ninety per cent of all unclassi-
fied research translations in English produced currently for
the social sciences including the fields of economics, inter-
national relations, political science, economic geography,
sociology, education, management and organization, labor
relations, public health and welfare, and social psychology.
A bibliography of JPRS publications is compiled by Re-
search and Microfilm Publications, Inc., 2233 Wisconsin
Ave., Washington, D. C. 20007. Many large libraries carry
the translations on microprint cards.

It should be emphasized that in writing to agencies one
should ask for specific titles, or for material on a specific
subject, or for a bibliography of agency publications. In
other words, one should not write to the Dc.,partment of
Interior and the Department of Agriculture and say,
"Please send me any material you have on conservation."

Regional and local branches of federal agencies.
In large metropolitan areas there are probably over a hun-
dred different branches of various federal government
agencies. Most of them have pamphlets for distribution
as well as flyers, circulars, or charts which describe their
particular functions, duties, and relation to other agencies.
Where distances and transportation facilities permit, the
students may often profit from securing such publications
on their own. Metropolitan areas, however, are not the
only places in which branch offices of federal agencies
are found. For example, the District Information Office
of the Bureau of Reclamation at Grand Coulee Dam,
Washington, has for distribution an informative- packed
Guidebook which contains significant details regarding ir-
rigation features of the Columbia Basin Project. The
booklet is particularly valuable for classes in geography,
economics, sociology, contemporary problems, or state
history.



No. 11 HOW TO LOCATE USEFUL GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS

Little publicized and highly useful are the centers main-
tained by universities and various private organizations

. and institutions for the distribution of State Department
publications. These centers, scattered throUghout the
country make available some of the Department's free
material and most of them stock nonfree publications as
well. The following is a list of these distribution centers,
the asterisk indicating those that also sell State Depart-
merit materials:

*Buffalo Council on World Affairs
1298 Main Street
Buffalo, New York 14209

Chicago Council on Foreign Relations
116 South Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinoii 60603

*Council on World Affairs
601 Investment Insurance Bldg.
Cleveland, Ohio 44114

Thomas F. Cunningham Reference Library
hltOrtOorlal tits

New Weans, Louisiana 70112

Institute of International Affairs
Division of Continuing Education
University if Oregon
1250 Emerald Hall
Eugene, Oregon 97403

In ter4tiOnal Center
Univers* Of Louisville
Louis)* Kentucky 40208

*Minna ta World Affairs Center
122 Socidl:StienceS Building
University of Minnesota
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55455

St. Leis Council on World Affairs, Inc.
Chase-Park Plaza Hotel
212 North Kingshightway
St. Louis, Missouri 63101

Southeastern Association for Adult Education
University of North Carolina, Extension Division
Chapel Hill, North Carolina 27515

Social Science Foundation
University of Denver
Publications Distribution Center
Denver, Colorado 80210

University of Utah Libraries
Government Documents Library
Salt Lake City, Utah 84112
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*Woodrow Wilson Department of Foreign Affairs
University of Virginia
Charlottesville, Virginia 22903

*World Affairs Book Center
345 East 46th St.
New York, N. 17..10017

World Affairs Council
U.N. Information Center
105 Newbury Street
Boston, Massachusetts 02116

*World Affairs Council of Northern California
406 Sutter Street
San Francisco, California 94108

*World Affairs Council of Philadelphia
The John Wanamaker Store
Third Floor Gallery
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107

Locating' State Government Publications

General references. Unfortunately for social studies
teachers the sources of information about state govern-
ment publications are few, sketchy, usually obscure, and
difficult to locate. It is a paradoxical fact that one of the
major sources of information about state publications is
the federal government itself. These federal government
publications are often more revealing and informative
than those of the states.

Probably the most useful of these federal government
publications is the Monthly Checklist of State Publica-
tions, prepared by the Library of Congress. It bears
roughly the same relationship to state publications as the
Monthly Catalog does to federal publications. It is for
sale by the Superintendent of Documents, Government
Printing Office, at .35 cents per copy or $3.00 for an an-.
nual subscription. Each issue contains approximately 60
pages. The number of publications listed under each state
heading ranges from none to over 100. The median num-
ber is about fifteen. The references in the Checklist are not
annotated, but titles are self-explanatory. In addition to
listing state government publications, the Checklist. also
cites publications of the United States territorial posses-
sions and publications of various associations of state
officials and regional organizations.

For the social studies teacher the major disadvantages
of the Checklist are threefold: (1) It lists only a minority
of all state publications. (2) It is overlyJurdened with
ponderous, specialized literature which has limited use-
fulness for the teacher or student. (3) There are relatively
few references to ephemeral but useful state publications.
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In addition to information on state government publi-
cations, the federal government publishes considerable
material about the various states. A major source of such
information is the United States Bureau of the Census.
In the field of state finance, for example, the Bureau of
the Census issues annually separate reports for each state:
a statistical compendium and topical reports or. budgets,
debts, and tax collections.

Specific publications of state government agencies.
The use of the post card and the personal visit are the
two most effective means for locating and obtaining par-
ticular publications of various state government agencies
or departments. Many worthwhile state publications
never see the light of a school classroom for want of
knowledge of their existence. The writer, in a single one-
hour visit to the Minnesota State Capitol, obtained from
10 to 15 very useful publications dealing with such di-
verse topics as conservation, government reorganization,
youth problems, children's literature, and state industrial
growth. This experience doubtlessly could be duplicated
in other states.

Locating Local Government Publications
General references. There is no single bibliographical

reference that covers all local government publications.
The personal visit by teacher or student is probably the
most effective means for locating and obtaining such
publications. In addition to being effective, it has the ob-
vious pedagogical and civic value of further bridging the
gap that so often exists between the school and the com-
munity.

As a rule those cities with the city manager type of
government do a better job of reporting to the people
than do other kinds of cities. The city of Ellensburg,
Washington, for example, issued its First Annual Report
in 1950, two years after the adoption of the council-man-
ager form of government, and this report was available
free of charge to those who requested it.

Fortunately for both teacher and student almost all
cities that issue annual reports have within recent years
made a concerted effort to simplify them, make them
more readable, and brighten them with pictures, graphs,
and an attractive format. Some of the cities that have
done especially well in this respect are Milwaukee, Wis-
consin; Windsor, Connecticut (which sent 100 copies to
local schools for use in civics classes); Kansas City,
Missouri; Albert Lea, Minnesota (a special report de-
picting twenty years of operation under the council-man-
ager charter); and Philadelphia, Pennsylvania (which
had 130,000 copies published).

Publications of International Organizations

This report on publications would not be complete
without reference to the publications of the United Na-
tions and regional organizations such as the European
Community. Strictly speaking, these are not "govern-
ment" publications, but their similarity to such publica-
tions is a strong and practical, if not logical, argument
for their inclusion here. The basic reference for locating
the publications of the United Nations is the United Na-
tions Documents Index. Its function, organization, and
purpose parallels that of the Monthly Catalog.

The following excerpts from the United Nations Docu-
ment index are parts of a sample index page and the page
to which the index refers:

JuLY/AuGusT 1967

(INDEX PAGE)
(11I'NTHIKS

Islustia
moral mcverneet.: 59, Capital movements: & developing emu:Sties

p :..1174 I S.G. Progrers report on outflow of ggphg from the. 6,glopIng
onto t ie.. 'or tuition oldies (ems f4overti vent r7--

f 1:, 4 s sr, on rode Unnini i tee, lepu5re.\\
t r det

F. 4 Stti Note oh inn sr mnisty of questions and &silts
haft terotto irt

spitsr ord 119,
otrasttreno II, 1:143:0

fff
11,111,4.n:12er IV.'4374r

SUbject

17ECAOS) (Sales no.: 67. II. D. 17)
t

Call Number

(ENTRY PAGE)

Economic and Social Council

Title

rirnrraf Sr riff nrontinued I
15:4366,'Ailti. 1. Financing of economic development. Agenda Item 3 (Sill). Tat reform
plan :mg. Statement by the SecretaryGrneral of the financial implications of the proposals
mole in f+i, owe E. lib,. it) Jal 1914. 2 p.
ER 374. fisicrnal finsm ing of economic development 01 the Ileveloping countries. Outflow of

Innn chlrloping contries. Agenda. item 5 fc I.110. A progress re y the
3ecreThrGtentsal. :9 3.tay 907. h5 p.

fore. I. In Jot InO7. I p.
-Add. I. 11 Jol 1914. it. 11 p.

Ei4335. External financing 01 economic development of eveloping mollifier. Intern,
tional don 4pits1 and assi4thrice4,,,Ig ivan s 1.111). Factors affecting the ability
it( developed foontrie, In provide remnt:ees 1.1nPing rountries. Row: of the Secretary-
Gmeral. 14 Jun 1.67.61 p.

Title

The Index is available through the Sales Section, Pub-
lishing Service, United Nations, New York 10017, The
publications listed within it are available through United
Nations Publications, Room 1059, UN; or the UNESCO
Publications Center, 317 East 34th St., New York, N. Y.
10016; or the International Documents Service, Columbia
University Press, 136 South Broadway, Irvington-on-
Hudson, New York 10553.

A variety of exhibited materials, oisplays, and publi-
cations on the United Nations is also available from the
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United Nations Association of the U. S. A., 345 East 46th
Street, New York, N. Y. 10017.

A more recent United Nations publication is Current
Issues: A Selected Bibliography on Subjects of Concern to
the United Nations. Issued twice a year this pamphlet
lists periodic articles and other publications dealing with
such topics as the UN, international agencies relating to
the UN, and some of the legal, political, technological,
social, and humanitarian problems of concern to the UN.
Many foreign as well as American publications are cited.

Some examples of United Nations publications of
value to social studies teachers are the following:

The United Nations and What You Should Know About
It. 52 pp. $ 0.40. Simply written, informative, well-illus-
trated booklet.

Progress in Pre-Investment. 52 pp. $ 0.75. Describes the
various programs of technical assistance conducted by
the UN.

To Accomplish These Aims. 114 pp. $ 1:75. Seven lectures
given in commemoration of the International Cooper-
ation Year, 1965.

The United States State Department is a prolific source
of information not only about our foreign relations but
also about the United Nations and regional organizations.
It has published bibliographies and several pamphlets in
its International Organizations and Confer. nce Series.
Among the other series are those dealing with economic
cooperation, the Far East, general foreign policy, and
Inter-America. Ma_ ny of the publications in these series
sell for as little as five or ten cents.

Closely related to documents of the United States gov-
ernment and of the United Nations are those publica-
tions of various regional organizations such as the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). The Charter of
the United Nations specifically permits the formation
of such "regional arrangements or agencies for dealing
with such matters relating to the maintenance of inter-
national peace and security" (Chapter VIII, Article 52).
The growth in number and importance of these organiza-
tions has been one of the most significant developments
in international affairs since the Second World War.

The following list contains (1) the name of some of
the more important regional organizations, (2) the source
of publications about the organization, and (3) the cita-
tion of a representative_ publication dealing with the or-
ganization.

Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development
(Formerly the Organisation for European Economic De-
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velopment) OECD Publications Center, Suite 1305,
1750 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W., Was lington, D. C.
20006.

The OECD at Work. 148 pp. Free. Defines the aims and-
working methods of OECD and provides details of the
relations between OECD and other international or-
ganizations.

European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC)
European Economic Community (EEC)
Europer.a Atomic Energy Community (Euration)
(The above are the three parts of the European Com-

munity.) European Commtinity Information Service,
808 Farragut Building, 900 17th Street, N.W., Wash-
ington.; D. C. 20006.
Twenty Questions. Free. Some of the questions asked
by critics of the Community and some of the relevant
facts.

Organization of American Slates (OAS), Pan American
Union, Sales and Promotion Division, Seventeenth
Street between Constitution Avenue and C Street,
N.W., Washington, D. C. 20006,
Organization of American States: What it is and How
it Works. 48 pp. $ 0.25. Describes the aims and activ-
ities of "the world's oldest international organization."

United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (ECA)
United Nations Economic Commission for Asia and the

Far East (ECAFE)
United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (ECE)
United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America

(ECLA)
International Documents Service, Columbia University

Press, 136 South Broadway, Irvington-on-Hudson, New
York 10553.

Fifteen Years and 150,000 Skills: An Anniversary Review
of the United Nations Expanded. Programme of Tech-
nical Assistance. 107 pp. Free.

Central Treaty Organization (CENTO), Public Relations
Division, eni Meclis, Ankara, Turkey.
The Story of the Central Treaty Organization. 42 pp.
Free. Gives background information and main functions
of CENTO.

instructional Media
While this publication has concerned itself primarily

with government printed materials, some reference should
be made to audio-visual materials available from the
federal government. A large number of the many agen-
cies of the federal government have produced a wide
variety of films, filmstrips, and slides. The individual gov-
ernment agencies will supply a list of available titles of
such materials that they have produced. However, because
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of the number of agencies producing such materials, it
has not always been easy to locate what is available.

A partial solution to this problem is to be found in the
publication entitled U. S. Government Films for Public
Education Use. This publication, which sells for $3.00
is Circular No. 742, Office of Education, Department
of Health, Education, and Welfare. It should be ordered
from the Superintendent of Documents, Government
Print-z.g Office, Washington, D. C. 20402. Periodic sup-
plements to this 1955 catalog appear about every two
years. These publications list over 5,000 films and film-
strips of the United States Government which are now
available for public use. Each title is followed by a brief
description of content with specific information about
where and how it may be secured.

As this is a comprehensive listing, by titles only, of all
government films and filmstrips, it will be necessary for
the teacher to go through arid select those of value for
the classroom. Much of tht material has little value for
the regular classroom teacher, as it was prepared for spe-
cialists in a variety of fields. However, there are hundreds
of films that could be used in the classroom, 'and there
are frequent listings of films that deal with some aspect
of the social studies.

An example of a recent filmstrip produced by the
Department of State is The United States and World
Affairs: An Introduction to Our Foreign Relations. Spe-
cifically designed for secondary school students this 53
frame color filmstrip shows the constitutional relationship
between the President and the Secretary of State in con-
ducting foreign affairs. It also shows the global scope of
our international interests. and indicates how foreign
relations affect the life of every citizen. An 18 page Teach-
er's Manual is available for use with the filmstrip. Also
available are tatir-recorded briefings on U.S. foreign
policy. All of the.,e items are obtainable from the Office
of Media Services, Bureau of Public Affairs, Department
of State, Washington, D. C. 20520.
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The Usefulness of Government Publications

Whether government publications become useful or not
depends ultimately upon the teacher. it is true that some
teachers as well as politicians are inclined to view gov-
ernment publications as being (1) trivial, superficial, and
a waste of taxpayers' money or (2) biased and slanted
toward a particular point of view. As to the first of these
charges, impartial analysis should clearly reveal the val-
uable eduLational contribution the majority of these ma-
terials has made both to the public in general and to
students in particular. Certainly they have served a dis-
tinctive role in keeping the American people informed
en affairs of public interest.

The second charge is not only significant in itself but
has even more serious implications. Those who hold such
a point of view must note two rather important consid-
erations: (1) Most government publications are con-
cerned with matters of fact rather than opinion. Where
opinions are dealt with they are presented primarily as
a matter of reporting to the people, much as a textbook
writer may present various interpretations of a particular
problem under discussion. It must be recognized though
that facts can be selected so as to produce bias and in
such cases a part of critical thinking calls for the ability
to detect 'where facts have been arbitrarily selected to
prove a point or arrive at a preconceived point of view.
(2) In the case of those publications which are definitely
opinionated or slanted in one direction, the social studies
teacher can actually use them to advantage in acquainting
his students with the procedures of critical insight in dis-
tinguishing facts from opinion. The social studies teacher
who expects all of his materials to be free of bias is
doomed to disappointment. Not only that, but he is for-
feiting an opportunity to make a real contribution to
his students in an area in which he presumably should
be most competentin -the critical analysis and appraisal
of conflicting social thought.

NOTE: This How TO Do It notebook series, designed for a loose-leaf binder, ,,rovides a practical and useful source of classroomtechniques for social studies teachers. Elementary and secondary teachers aV,:e will find them helpful. The titles now availablein this series are: How To Use a Motion Picture, How To Use a Textbook, how To Use Local History, How To Use a Bulletin
Board, How To Use Daily Newspapers, How To Use Group Discussion, How To Use Recordings, How To Use Oral Reports, How
To Locate Useful Government Publications, How To Conduct a Field Trip, How To Utilize Community Resources, How To Handle
Controversial Issues, How To Introduce Maps and Globes, How To Use Multiple Books, How To Plan for Student Teaching,
How To Study a Class, How To Use Sociodrama, How To Work with the Academically Talented in the Social Studies, How To
Develop Time and Chronological Concepts, and How To Teach Library Research Skills in Secondary School Social Studies.
Jack IV. Miller of George Peabody College for Teachers is editor of this series. Dr. Miller welcomes comments about the itemsnow in print and suggestions for new titles.


