DOCUMEMT RESUME

ED 081 593 SE 016 591

AUTHOR Stapp, William B.

TITLE State Environmental Education Master Planning (Estes
Park, Colorado, May 17-19, 1973)..

PUB DATE May 73

NOTE 13p.

EDRS PRICE Mr-$0.65 HC-$3.2%

DESCRIPTORS *Development; *Environmental Education; *Master

Plans; Models; Philqsophy; *Statewide Planning

ABSTRACT

Condensed in this collection are ideas which should
aid rlanners in developing state master plans for environmental
education. Based on a review of such plans from eleven states,
comments are directed toward five topics: (1) the need for an
acceptable definition of environmental educaticn, (2) some
commonalities in the goals of environmental education as expressed by
states in their environmental education plans, (3) major
characteristics of a state envirommental education plan, (4) a
process for writing a state environmental education plan, and (5) a
suggested outline of a state environmental education plan. . The
comments/ideas included in the collection were proposed at the State
Envi ronmental Education Master Planning Conference held in Estes
Park, Colorado, May, 1973. (BL)
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State Environmental Education Master Planning
r" .
'Estes Park, Colorado

"May 17-19, 1973

by

William B. Stagp -

Having had the opportunity of reviewing State |

"Eavironmental Education .Master Plans from eleven states

(Alaska, Colorado, Florida, Illinois, Massachusetts,
Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio, New York, Texas, and Wis-

consin), I would like to bring forward some comments on

the following topics for.diacasaion purposes : '

1. Need for-an: acceptable definition of Environ—
- giental Education. ’ ‘ ,

2. Some Coumonalities in the goals of Environmental
Education expressed by States in Their Environ-
mental Education plans.

3. Major characteristics of a State Enﬁironmentai
Education plam. , - :

4. A process for writing a State Environmental
Education plan.

5. A suggested outline of a State Environmental
" Education -plan. ; . N
: " Iy
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eed for an Acceptable Definition

of Environmental Lducation

The roots of the envivonuental education movement go pack many years.
However, its emergence into promingnce has occurred during the past seven
years. During this time period many separate philosophies and definitions
have appeared. Yet little effort has bLeen made to bring diverse views to-
gether in an effort to articulate a philosophy, with accowpanying framevork and
guidelines, helpful to iIndividuals, organizations, associations, or institutions
interested in the concept of environmental education., For these reasons, nany
programs that previously aligned under other educational '‘banners' have changed
their names to envirenmental education without any modification in program focus
or orientation.

yanx questions regardine environientzl education have been raised in
recent years, yet few answers provided because the field was new and still under-
going important developuents in its practical application and theoretical founda-
tion. Soue of the more penetrating questions asked in recent years have been:
Uhat is ervironmental education? Uhat are the pgoals of environmental education?
How broad in scope should environuental education be? What does environiental
education advocate? Vhat fields should environuental education draw upon? VWhat
are the pricrities of tine environmental education movement? Is environwental
education both content and process oriente.’? lJhat doesn’t environmental
education include?

The following statements are excerpts from State Environmental Education
tlaster plans that relate to the goal ¢f Environueutal Education. Thé statements
provide some indication as to hcw'EpVironmental Education is being perceived
across our nation, Are there any commonalities?

Environmental education is the basic process leading toward the development
(<

of a citizenry that is avare of and concerned about the environment and its

associated problews, and that has the knowledge, skill, motivation, and commit-

ment to work toward solutions to current and projected problems. (Michigan)
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Environmental education emphasizes problem~solvine techniques

>

aimed at real problems in the local community as they are felt today or

are anticipated for the future. (Michigan)

Environmental education is interdisciplinary, drawing its content

from all fields -- the humanities, the social sciences, economics,
psychology, engineering, and the biolosical and physical sciences. (Michigan)
Environmental education involves the recognition and clarification
of the bLeliefs and attitudes that form environmentally wise values. Only
when an individual understands all the implications of holding certain
beliefs, attitudes, and values is he in a position to decide rationally
whethler or not to revise them. (Michigan)
The goals of environmental education in the State of Michigan are
to develop in people

1. ean awareness, understanding and concern for the envircon-

ment with its associated problems and

2. tae knovledpe, skill, motivation, and commitment to work

toward solutions to these current and projected problems.
P
To achieve the aboveﬂgoals, sﬁructures and processes .re needed
to help individuals and groups:
1, Obtain an understandine that man is an inseparable part
of an cnvironﬁental system and that whatever he does alters
his surroundings.
2. CUbtain a basic knuwledge of how environmental problems
can be solved, and recognize the responsibility of individuals
and each sepment of :lociety to cooperate in their solution,

3. Develop thinking and action skills for the prevention and

correction of envircmmental abuses. (ifichican)
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"he process of developing a citizenry that is (1) I:novledgeable of the
inte:related biophysical and sociocultural environments cof which man is a
part: (2) aware of the associated environmental problems and manaegement
alteraative of use in solving these positions- and (3) motivated to work
towar:l the maintenance and further development of diverse environments that
are optimum for living., (Wisconsin)

"Environmental education' means "the educational process dealinp with
man's relationship with his natural and manmade surroundings, and includes
the relation of population, pollution, resource allncation and depletion,
conservation, transportation, technoloey, and urkan and rural plannine to
the total human environment.'" Be it further recognized for the purposes of
this Act that environmental education means the educational process of develop-
ing concents, attitudes, values, and actions appropriate to fostering man's
harmenious relationship and interdependence with his natural and manmade
surroundings, includine the soclal, political, cultural, economic, esthetic,
and bio-physical dimensions of the total environment. (Wisconsin)

Environmental education 1is concerned with helping students develon skills
for perceiving man-environment relationshins and analyzing the many and diverse
factors that attend man-environment problems in search of solutions that they
are willing to help implement. (Massachusetts)

Environment: 1 education 1is the process of developing a citizenry that is:

1. Knowledgeable of the interrelated biophysical and soclocultural
environments of which man is a part:

2. Aware of the associated environmental problems and alternatives
to be considvred and applied in dealine with these problems: and

3. 'otivated to work toward regaining and maiantaining optimum
environmental conditions for healthful living. (Ohio)

"Environmental education" is conveniently and operationally circumscribed
as the process of recognizing and clarifying the values, attitudes, and concepts
necessary to understand and appreciate the interrelatedness among man, his
culture, and his biophysical environment. Environmental elucation, moreover,
entalls practice in decision-making about issues concerning environmental

aquality.” (Illinois)

Environmental education is the process by which citizens are made know-
ledgeable cf the natural and man-made systems which support anl affect the
existence of life-forms. This process should lead to a personal sensitivicy
and understanding of the intricate relationships between man and his environment,
and should influence the identification of problems and the exploration of

alternative solutions. (Texas)
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Environmental education is a life-long process. It is a way of .lcoking at
life, fostering awareness of other 1life and of inter-relationships, learninz to
recognize the effects (both good and had) man has on his physical and bio-
logical surroundings, and the responsibilities he must accept for the mere fact
of his presence and his activities in the environment. It should enable him
to make sound ecological decisions and foresee their consequences; to make
value judgments, and act accordingly. Environmental education encourases
development of life values and a style of livine which minimizes destruction
and maximizes those relationships that enhance life. It is learning how to
contribute to the quality of 1ife, and fosters the constructive use, rather
than exnloitation, of the environment. (“innesota)

Environmental Education in Colorado be that education which:

1. studies the interdependencies between man and other living and
non-living clements of his environment;

2. promotes an understanding of the capability of individuals to
significantly alter their life-support system, both positively
and negatively, and therefore jllustrates the need for them to
assimilate values and attitudes that are conducive to the
maintenance of a quality environment:

3. emphasizes that there are no simple solutiuns to complex environ-
mental problems, that trade-offs are involved in all decisions,
and that the socic-economic effects of all corrective actions
must be properly accounted for before such actions are ‘taken-

4. makes accurate environmental information that presents all sides
of environmental issues availahle to individuals so that thev can
rationally decide for themselves their own positions-

5. teaches the skills needed to properly identify environmental
problems and to intelligently work toward thLeir solutions:

§. provides real-life learning experiences for the individual in a
variety of learning environments other than lectures:

7. 1s part of all academic disciplines rather than a course in
itself- and

8. furnishes information about activities through which individuals
can become personally involved in imrrovineg environmental
conditions. (Colorado)

Environmental education is a multi-dis-iplinary approach to the studv of
man's relationships with his fellow man in his natural and manmade surroundings,
including the relation of population, pollution, resource allocation and
depletion, conservation, transportation, technoloey, and urban and rural plan-
nins to the total human environment.

Instruction is based on brozd ecological concepts taught throush inquiry
and issue-oriented m2thods, and illustrated with local exampnles.
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It strives to produce a citizenry that understands ecological principles
and environmental problems, can rationally evaluate options for preventing and
solving these problems, and is motivated to work for their solution.

Environmental education is a life-long process which will, through every
aspect of formal and non-formal education help each citizen develop a
philosophy and life style which is in harmony with the concept of man as a
participant with rather than a master of nature. (Alaska)

Environmental education 1is aimed at providing optimum conditions for the
development of citizenry which*

1. Recopnizes the earth's biosphere as its environment.

2. MNecoanizes man’-ind as a part of a system made up of people,
culture, and man's physical and natural surroundines.

3. Appreciates its environment as a livine life support system.

4. Accepts the responsibility for the present condition of its
environmant.

5. Appreciates man's ability to control, use, preserve, and
destroy his environment.

5. Responds to economic and political forces, social pressures, and
cultural value systems with sound constructive environmental
decisions. (Tlorida)

Environmental education 1is the process that fosters greater understanding
of society's environmental problems and also the processes of environmental
problem-solving, valuine, and decision-makineg. This ig accomplished hy teach-
ing the ecological relationships and principles that underlie these problems
and showing the nature of the possible alternative approaches and solutions.

That 1s, the process of environmental educatjon helps the learner perceive
and understand environmental principles and prohlems, and enables him to
identify and evaluice the possible alternative solutions to these problems and
assess their benefits and risks. It involves the development of skills and
insights needed to understand the structure, requirements, and input of inter-
action within and along various environmental entities, sybsystems, and
systems (Handbook, Office of Environmental Education, USONE, 1973).
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Some Commonalities in the Goals of Environmental Education

Lxpressed by States in Their Envirokuental Education Plans
Environmental Education:iis aiwed at helping individuals to become knowledgeable
concerning the total environment (natural and mdr-made) and associated problems
(physical, social, econouilc, political, and cultural).
Envirunuwental ILducation 1s a proceséroriented approach, and is almed at
assisting the learner to become informed and learning how to be effective
in solving and preventing the full range of environmental problems.
Environrzental Lducation includes both formal and non-formal education.

Environuental kducation is interdisciplinary in approach.

Environmental is aimed at increasing the learner's interest in, awareness
of, and sensitivity toward the environuent.

Environmental Lducation is aimed at helping individuals to recognize and
clarify personal values that relate to the environuent.

’ R
Environmental Education is* aimed et develcping thinking and action skills for

the prevention and correction of environuental abuses.

Environmental Lducation erphasizes problem solving of real problens in the
learner's iumediate environment :(but does not neglect state, national, and
international issues).

Environmental Education i1s aimed at motivating the individuals to act upon
his environmental concerns. ‘

Environmental Education focuses on the future of mankind with a global
orlentation (spaceship thinking).

Environmental Lducation 1s aimed at helping the individual to understand that
he 1s an inseparable part of an environmental system and whatever he does
alters his surroundirgs.

Environmental Education 1s concerned about tne social implication of
environnental decisions.



Major Characteristics of an
Environmental Educatlon State "laster Plan

The pnlan should nrovide the framework, puidelines, and processes
for coordinating and evaluating all environmental communication,
education, and information activities in the state.

¥ 4

The nlan should be comprehensive and envolve 21l segments of
society -- all client groups (agriculture, buSiness, industry,
citzen organizations, elementary and secondarvy schools, govern-
ment, higher education, labor, mass communication, nrofessional
and trade organizations.)

The nlan should have a ‘'grass-roots' foundation -- a means by
which citizens can affect nrocess and nroduct of planning effort.

The nlan should be long-range (futuristic in apnroach) as well
as the here and now. The plan should anticinate cultural nrob-
lems and onnortunities. :

lan should identify Environmental Education neceds in the

The
t

p
ate

4]

The plan should establish Environmental Education goals and
objectives. The obhjectives should be snecific and measurahle
statements and should relate to the identified Environmental
Education needs of the state.
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The plan should provide reset of overall and snwecific recom-
mendations designed to achieve the stated goals and objectives.

The nlan should idgntify constraints in achieving stated recom-
medations.

The plan should identify stratecies to heln overcome constraints
in order to achieve stated goals and ohjectives.

The plan should sugrest nriorities for distributing scarce
resources.

The nlan should have a built-in flexibility and sensitivity to
changing -tate needs.

The plan should provide information regarding what resources are
available in the state -- human, programs, facilities, funds,

etc.

The plan should recommend an orpanizationa. structure to co-
ordinate statewide programs.




14.

-3-

The plan should provide for a process to evaluate the effec-
tiveness of state Environmental Education nlanning efforts in

achieving stated objectives and a feedback mechanism to un-date
the plan.
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A Process for Writing a State Environmental Education Plan

Governor should appoint a broad-based tasL force to urite a
comprehensive and lﬂng—range rlan,

The taslk force ‘should make an assessment -regarding Fnvironmental
Education resources (human, programs, facilities, funds, etc.)
in the state.

The task force should make an assessment of current Envirommental
Lducation needs in the state.

The task force should formulate state | Environmental Education
goals and objectives desipgned to meet current Environmental

Tducation needs in the state. |

The task force ehouid provide fcr a pubiic review process of the
state Environmental Education goals and objectives.

The task force should rewrite state En#ironmental-Education goals \
and objectives based upon public review.

The task force should hold.regional meetings in different sectors

of the state to provide each component group (business, vouth
organizations, higher educ- tions, etc.) the opportunity to identify
constraints, . and to make .-comhendations and suggest strategies
regarding ways to achieve stated goals and objectives.

The task force should write a prelim:narv draft of the State
Environmental Education plan based upon their discussions and

input from the regional meetings.

The tasl force should hold a State Enviroumental Education
Conference to react to the stated Environﬁental Education goals,
objectives, recommendations, constraints, stratepies and priorities.

The task force should rewrite the State Environmental Education
Plan based upon their discussions and input from the State

Environmental Education Conference.

The task force should provide the opportunity for the State
Environmental Education Plan to be reviewed by citizens, groups,
and organizations from throughout the state.

The task force should rewrite the State Environmental Education
Plan. ‘

The task force should submit the &tate Environmental Education
Plan to the governor.

The task force’ should distribute the State Environmental
Education Plan to citizens, groups and organizations throughout
the state. : . N
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The task force shiould have the State Eavironmental Education
Plan evaluated by an independent evaluation team to determine
the extent to which the stated objectives in the plan are
achieved.

The task force should provide the mechanisms to implement the
recommendations outlined in the State Environmental Education
Plan.

The task force should malke certain that the State Environmental
Education Plan 1is revised and rewritten, 1f necessary, to -
accomodate changing needs and new information.
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A Suggested Qutline of a State Enyironmehtal Education Plan-

¢ ..

Title Page - | i .

Letter of Transmittal to Governmor or Appropriate State Official

bv Task Force Chairman

L. ‘ n ‘ ! .
Letter from Governor or Appropriate State Official Stating his
Acceptance of the Plan :

Task Force 'fembers

- Task Force Staff

Task Force Consultants

Forward

Summary.
: .
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